Command  Summary  of  Fleet  Admiral  Chester  W.  Nimitz,  USN 

Nimitz  "Graybook" 
7  December  1941  -  31  August  1945 

Volume  5  of  8 

Running  Estimate  and  Summary 
maintained  by  CINCPAC  staff 
covering  the  period  1  January  1944  to  31  December  1944 

The  following  document  is  a  digitized  representation  of  materials  contained  in  Series  I, 
Subseries  A  (original  copies),  of  Coll.  505,  Papers  of  Fleet  Admiral  Chester  W.  Nimitz,  USN, 
maintained  by  the  Archives  Branch  of  the  Naval  History  and  Heritage  Command, 
Washington,  DC.  The  Command  Summary,  commonly  referred  to  as  the  "Graybook" 
contains  the  CINCPAC  (Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Pacific  Fleet)  staffs  "running 
estimate  of  the  situation"  and  summary  of  command  decisions,  as  well  as  key  dispatches 
received  or  originated  by  CINCPAC  headquarters. 

The  8  volumes  are  paginated  as  follows: 

Volume  1  (7  December  1941  to  31  August  1942):  pages  1  -  861 
Volume  2  (1  September  1942  to  31  December  1942):  pages  862  -  1262 
Volume  3  (1  January  1943  to  30  June  1943):  pages  1263  -  1612 
Volume  4  (1  July  1943  to  31  December  1943):  pages  1613  -  1830 
Volume  5  (1  January  1944  to  31  December  1944):  pages  1831  -  2485 
Volume  6  (1  January  1945  to  1  July  1945):  pages  2486  -  3249 
Volume  7  (1  July  1945  to  31  August  1945):  pages  3250  -  3548 

Volume  8  (Selected  dispatches  concerning  the  period  30  December  1941  -  30  April  1942 
and  pertaining  to  the  Battle  of  Midway):  pages  are  not  sequentially  numbered.  Note: 
Volume  8  contains  dispatch  copies,  many  of  which  were  poorly  reproduced  at  the  time  of 
compilation.  Some  portions  are  illegible. 

Digitization  of  the  Nimitz  Graybook  was  carried  out  in  2012  as  a  cooperative  effort  between 
the  Naval  War  College  and  the  Naval  History  and  Heritage  Command.  Digitization  was 
overseen  by  the  Naval  War  College  Library.  Funding  was  provided  by  the  Naval  War  College 
Foundation,  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  with  donations  received  from  the  Naval  Order  of  the 
United  States  and  several  individual  Foundation  members. 

This  PDF  file  contains  a  searchable  text  layer  generated  by  OCR  at  the  time  of 
digitization.  The  OCR  text  is  "uncorrected"  and  cannot  be  relied  upon  as  an  accurate 
transcript,  but  is  included  for  whatever  search  utility  it  may  provide.  A  future  digital 
edition  may  include  a  complete  and  accurate  transcription. 

Any  previously  classified  content  herein  was  reviewed  and  declassified  appropriately  at  the 
Naval  History  and  Heritage  Command  Archives,  in  accordance  with  U.S.  federal 
declassification  authority.  This  document  is  in  the  public  domain. 


United  States  Naval  War  College,  Newport,  RI 
2013 


TOP  OEOfltf 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  E0 12958,  as  amended 
HQ  USEUCOM 

^i.  v.  - 


gratbook  SUMMARY 


1  January  1944  -  31  December  1944 


C 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority;  EO  12958.  as  amended 
HQ  USEUCOM 


1  January  (Oahu  date)  \^Mr^ 


DECLASSIFIED 
^    Authority:  ED 12958,  as  amended 
HQ  USEUCOM 


The  Central  Pacific  was  generally  quiet.  Photographic  coverage  was  completed 
of  BIKINI,  WOTJE,  UJAE  and  LAE  Atolls.  Nine  hundred  pounds  of  bombs  was  dropped  on 
ENYU  I.,  BIKINI  atoll. 

HERRING  reports  sinking  one  DD  at  end  of  old  year  and  one  freighter  passenger 
ship  of  9,000  tons  and  probably  sinking  one  freighter  5,500  tons  in  New  Year. 

CTF  57  010851  gives  progress  report  of  construction  in  GILBERTS. 

CTF  57  290750  describes  details  of  airfield  construction  at  MAKIN  which  is 
considered  inadequate  for  use  by  heavy  bombers. 

In  the  North  SOLOMONS  our  carrier  search  planes  located  2  GAs,  2  DDs  outside 
KAVIENG  at  0830  L  1  January.    At  1100  L  carrier  planes  attacked  this  force  reporting 
following  hits:     4  heavy  bomb  hits  plus  at  least  one  torpedo  hit  on  1  CA,  2  heavy 
bomb  hits  and  at  least  2  torpedo  hits  on  2nd  GA,  both  were  left  burning,  one 
heavily.    One  DD  is  believed  to  have  been  sunk  and  one  heavily  damaged.    Shore  based 
bombers  were  directed  to  make  air  attack  on  cripples  to  complete  their  destruction. 

CominCh  012335  permanently  allocates  2  full  Bquadrons  of  destroyers  to  7th 
Fleet  effective  at  once.  At  least  1  squadron  to  be  2100  or  2200  ton  class  to  be 
provided  from  PacFlt. 

In  the  Southwest  Pacific  our  forces  were  landed  at  SAID0R,  NEW  GUINEA  from 
APDs  and  LCIs  without  opposition.    This  point  is  about  90  miles  beyond  to  the  NW, 
from  our  previous  position  at  the  BLUCHER  Area.  J 

2  January  (Oahu  date) 

In  the  Central  Pacific,  usual  searches  were  carried  out  over  the  MARSHALLS. 
One  small  AK  was  attacked  and  was  left  settling  and  listing.    Planes  over  JALUIT 
saw  seven  200 -ton  craft  and  two  4,000  ton  AKs. 

Photographic  coverage  of  UJELANG  ATOLL  was  completed.    A  near  miss  was 
scored  by  300  pound  bomb  on  possible  radio  installation  on  UJELANG  ISLAND. 
Return  fire  from  light  machine  guns. 

Air  raid  alarms  were  sounded  last  night  at  TARAWA,  APAMAMA ,  and  ttAFIN. 
No  details  were  given. 

In  the  South  Pacific,  Task  Group  37.2  (Carrier  Group)  was  directed  to 
make  an  air  attack  on  KAVIEFG  on  4  January,     East  Longitude  Date,  with  a 
primary  target  cruisers  which  on  good  indications  are  expected  to  be  there 
on  that  date.    Heavy  bombers  of  TF  33  are  also  directed  to  hit  KAVIENG  on  the 

4  th.  .        y  /■ 
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3  January  (Cahu  date) 

Army  bombers  in  the  Central  Pacific  continued  their  attacks  on  MARSHALL 
Island  bases. 

On  2  January  16  B-24's  from  EL LICE  bases  and  6  from  CANTON  took  off  for 
attack  on  WOTJE.    CAUTON  planes  were  turned  back  by  weather  and  2  others  by 
mechanical  trouble.    Five  B-24's  bombed  WOTJE  with  results  unobserved.  Thirty 
Zekes  intercepted  of  which  8  were  destroyed  and  5  probables. 

Nine  B-24's  bombed  alternate  target  TAROA  and  dropped  27  tons  from  17000 
feet.    Hits  were  observed  in  NW  area.    Thirty  Zekes  also  intercepted  this  flight 
of  which  2  were  destroyed  and  2  probables. 

Our  losses  both  strikes  were  3  B-24's,     One  exploded,  1  spun  in  on  return 
flight  and  1  water  landed.    Dumbo  rescue  mission  sent  3rd.    Pour  planes  were 
severely  damaged  and  3  had  minor  damage. 

At  noon  the  3rd,  9  B-26's  attacked  JALUIT  installations  with  75mm.  and 
straffing.    No  shipping  was  seen.    Fires  were  started.    One  B-25  was  lost  over 
target. 

At  APAMAMA  on  night  of  3  January  ten  enemy  planes  attacked.    One  PB4Y  was 
destroyed,  2  damaged,  2  men  killed.    Air  raid  warnings  were  sounded  at  MAKIN  and 
TARAWA  same  night  with  no  details  given. 

In  the  aouth  Pacific,  our  carrier  air  strike  on  KAVIENG  was  oarried  out  but 
no  combatant  ships  were  found  in  harbor.    Two  destroyers  were  attacked  north  of 
KAVIENG  and  hit  by  bombs  and  torpedoes.    Reports  state  1  was  surely  sunk  and  the 
other  probably  sunk.    Search  planes  reported  other  enemy  shipping  north  of  KAVIENG 
including  2  CLs  escoring  small  convoys.     One  CL  was  reported  as  hit  with  bombs. 
Our  carrier  and  battleship  force  are  retiring  at  high  speed. 

While  covering  landing  at  SAIDOR  January  2nd,  E.  Long,  date,  DDs  SMITH  and 
HUTCHINS  collided,    SMITH  has  damage  to  side  plating  but  speed  is  not  reduced, 
HUT CHINS  bow  is  bent  over  requiring  docking, 

CinCPac  040120  directs  BatDiv  7  ( RADM  Hustvedt)  and  DesDiv  38  to  proceed 
best  speed  of  advance  to  FUNAFUTI  and  report  Com  5th  Fleet  for  duty.  S  . 


In  the  Central  Pacific,  IB  Liberators  from  PHILISTINE  dropped    22  tons  on 
alternate  target,  JALUIT  instead  KWAJALEIN  because  of  weather.    Results  were  not 
observed.    There  was  no  interception,  AA  moderate.    Four  planes  received  minor 
damage. 

Ventura's  from  TARAWA  attacked  2  medium  AKs  at  JAB OR  ( JALUIT)  with  20 
250  pound  bombs.     One  AK  was  sunk,  other  not  observed  because  of  weather. 

Twenty-four  Army  Dauntless  with  24  Aircobras  as  escort  dropped  17  tons 
on  HILLE.    No  air  opposition  or  shipping.    One  Aircobra  was  lost  over  target. 


4  January  (Oahu  date) 
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4  January      (Oahu  date)  -Contiuued- 

Fhotographic  mission  over  KWAJALEIN  obtained  low  obliques  of  KW  point  of 
Atoll.     Intercepted  by  12  Zekes  and  1  Liberator  was  shot  down.    Three  small  ves- 
sels were  seen  anchored  off  ROI. 

Enemy  bombers  were  over  GILBERTS  evening  of  3  January  as  follows:  One 
ove"r  TARAWA  dropped  6  bombs,  1  over  MAKIN  8  bombs,  8  over  AFAMAMA.  Two  over 
TARAWA  dropped  8  bombs  evening  4th.    Minor  damage  at  APAMAMA  only, 

TATJTOG  reports  sinking  2  ships  on  the  3rd  and  hitting  1  or  2  ships  on 
27  December.    Results  of  latter  hits  unknown. 

In  the  north  SOLOMONS  our  aircraft  remain  very  active. 

Reports  indicate  that  due  to  logistic  difficulties  the  enemy  will 
attempt  gradual  evacuation  of  his  forces  frcm  south  BOUGAINVILLE.  ComSoPac 
had  directed  TF  38  and  33  to  attack  the  area  by  bombardment  and  bombing.    TF  38 
composed  of  2  CLs  and  5  DDs  will  bombard  the  SHORTLATTO-BUIN  Area  about  midnight 
8  January. 


Com  10th  Fleet  042052  Z  defines  new  median  line  for  Russian  traffic  in 
the  North  Pacific.  J 

0^  " 


5  January    (Oahu  date) 

In  the  Central  Pacific,  no  surface  or  air  activities  were  reported, 

GTF  57,  052113  gives  the  progress  summary  of  airfield  and  base  development 
which  is  progressing  favorably. 

In  the  South  Pacific  our  air  forces  are  very  active  doing  considerable 
damage  to  the  enemy. 

In  the  Southwest  Pacific,  air  forces  are  active  in  support  of  our  troops  at 
ARAVJE,  CAPE  GLOUCESTER  and  SAIDOR.  Consolidation  of  our  positions  in  these  areas 
are  progressing  favorably, 

6  January  (Oahu  date) 

In  the  Central  Pacific,  MALOELAP  strike  by  B-25s  and  MILLE  fighter  sweep 
were  turned  back  by  weather  north  of  MAKIN.    Close  reconnaissance  of  MAJURO  Atoll 
disclosed  no  gun  or  defense  positions. 

Photographs  of  ENTtVETOK  Atoll  disclosed  that  the  defenses  were  minor  and  in 
general  the  Atoll  undeveloped.    The  airstrip  is  in  use  but  at  present  appears  to  be 
used  as  a  staging  field. 

In  the  South  Pacific,  our  air  forces  continue  their  operations  with  no  major 
actions. 

Admiral  Niniitz  and  members  of  his  staff  returned  from  conference  with  CominCh 
and  SomSBgeaSSKED  fi  ^ 
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In  the  Central  Pacific,  six  B-24's  from  IIUKUFETAU  via  TARAWA  dropped 
10§  tons  of  bombs  on  TARDA  and  8  B-24's  dropped  15  tone  on  TfOTJE  at  midnight 
the  6th.    Large  fires  were  started  at  both  targets.    There  was  no  interception 
and  AA  was  weak.    Our  planes  were  not  damaged. 

Photographic  coverage  of  RONGELAP  and  AILINGINAE  Atolls  were  completed. 
Ho  enemy  activity  or  installations  were  observed. 

At  NAURU,  reconnaissance  plane  saw  only  one  Betty  20  miles  NE  of  island 
and  reported  that  new  airfield  was  not  operational. 

Air  raid  alarms  were  sounded  at  TARAWA  and  APAI.IAMA  last  night  with  no 
details  given. 

There  were  no  major  developments  in  the  South  or  Southwest  Pacific. 


8  January  (Cahu  date) 

In  the  Central  Pacific,  twenty-two  Army  Dauntless  and  eleven  Hellcats 
dropped  9  tons  of  bombs  and  strafed  EMIDJ  ISLAND  (JALUIT)  morning  of  the  7th. 
Fires  were  started.    There  was  no  air  opposition  but  AA  was  heavy.  Three 
Dauntless  were  damaged. 

At  TARAWA,  three  enemy  planes  evening  of  the  8th  dropped  18  bombs 
but  caused  no  damage. 

MUSKALLUNGE  reports  making  2  hits  in  one  tanker  apparently  damaging 
it  only  on  6  January  and  sinking  1  ship  similar  to  MURATO  on  23  December. 
Also,  she  made  a  probable  hit  in  7000  ton  AK  on  22  December,  SILVERSIDES 
is  still  tracking  tankers  which  paseed  through  MUSKALUNGE ' s  position. 

In  the  South  Pacific  preliminary  reports  state  that  our  cruiser  and 
destroyer  force  completed  a  successful  bombardment  of  SHORTLAMD,  FAIST, 
POPERANG  area  at  2219  local  time,  8  January.     Fires  were  started  with  small 
amount  of  opposing  fire  from  shore  batteries. 

In  the  Southwest  Pacific  intelligence  reports  indicate  that  our 
landing  at  SAIDOR  (NEW  GUINEA)  has  cut  off  about  14,000  Jap  troops  between 
SI0  and  GALI  who  are  short  of  supplies  and  ammunition  and  with  no  other  way 
of  obtaining  replenishments  except  via  supply  submarines.     It  is  expected 
that  the  troops  will  try  to  break  through  to  MADANG  prior  11  February. 
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9  January  (Oahu  date) 

In  the  Central  Pacific,  17  Liberators  from  NANOMEA  via  TARAWA  took  off  for 
strike  on  WOTJE  night  10  January.  All  but  two  B-24s  were  turned  back  by  weather. 
Two  bombed  target  results  were  not  observed. 

The  same  night  7  VP  and  7  PB4Y  carried  out  mining  project  WOTJE  successfully. 
Eight  planes  flew  over  Island  at  150  ft.  and  strafed  planes,  installations  and 
vessels.    Large  fires  were  started  and  1  plane  destroyed,  1  probably  destroyed,  1 
small  tanker  and  1  patrol  vessel  were  destroyed.    Our  forces  suffered  no  losses  or 
casualties. 

Two  Fhotron  3  planes  covered  by  4  FB4Y  completed  photographic  coverage  of 
KWAJALEIN  Island.     They  encountered  no  interception  and  light  to  medium  AA.  All 
planes  returned  safely.    About  10  medium  ships  14  small  vessels  were  sighted  in 
KWAJALEIN  anchorage. 

SEAWOLF  reports  attacking  a  9  ship  convoy  on  the  10th  of  January.  One 
freighter  was  Bunk.    Another  attack  on  vessel  under  tow  is  planned  for  next  day. 

FLYING  FISH  reported  sinking  1  freighter,  1  tanker  in  December  for  15,000 

tons. 


10  January  (Oahu  date) 


In  the  Central  Pacific  our  planes  made  no  strikes  at  enemy  bases  in  the 
MARSHALLS.    At  TARAWA  and  APAMAMA  air-raid  alarms  were  sounded  but  no  details 
were  given. 

CTF  57  {RADm  Hoover)  100555  gives  status  of  special  mining  project  in  the 
MARS HALLS . 

Accumulating  evidence  indicates  that  the  enemy  B3  MUTSU  was  sunk  by  an 
internal  explosion  about  July  1943  in  Empire  waters.  — 

11  January  (Oahu  date)  UA^*** 

In  the  Central  Pacific,  sixteen  B-24s  from  ELLICE  bases  via  TARAWA  on  night 
11th  dropped  31  tons,  100  lb.  bombs,  on  TAR OA  starting  many  fires  and  explosions. 

Nine  B-24s  took  off  from  BAKER  for  TAR0A.    Three  were  turned  back  by  weather 
and  one  jettisoned  its  bombs.    The  remaining  5  planes  bombed  MILLE,  night  of  11th 
with  5  tons.    Results  were  not  observed.    We  suffered  no  losses  or  casualties. 

Ten  PB4Ys  including  2  photographic  planes  in  a  special  low  level  strike 
KWAJALEIN  Island  against  shipping  and  to  obtain  oblique  photographs,  hit  at  1300 
local  time.    Two  small  AKs  were  sunk  and  4  damaged.     Bomb  hits  were  made  on  gun 
positions  on  each  end  of  island  and  docks,  headquarters,  radio  station,  ENTJBTJJ  I. 
store  houses  burnod.    All  planes  returned  with  no  damage  or  casualties. 


One  enemy  bomber  over  TARAWA  10th  dropped  4  bombs  in  lagoon  causing  no 

damage.    On  the  night  11  January  tight  bombs  were  dropped  in  water  near  MAKIN 
causing  no  damage  and  enemy  planes  over  AFAMAMA  dropped  bombs  in  area  SW  of  strip 
with  no  damage. 
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SEAWOLF  reported  sinking  crippled  ship  and  towing  ship  for  16,000  tons 
from  convoy  previously  attacked. 

STURGEON  reported  obtaining  1  hit  in  7,000  ton  tanker  in  a  7  ship  escorted 
convoy  on  January  11th. 

CominCh  112148  quotes  JCS  approved  policy  that  no  action  wiLl  be  taken  by 
them  which  could  be  construed  as  a  basis  for  any  nation  other  than  "fa. S.  obtaining 
sovereignty  in  Japanese  Mandated  Islands. 


12  January  ( Oahu  date) 

In  the  Central  Pacific  nine  B-25s  from  TARAWA  carried  out  a  low  altitude 
attack  on  shipping  and  installations  at  MALOELAP  at  dusk  11  January.  Results 
of  strike  are:  one  500  ton  AK  probably  sunk,  1  DD  or  CL  damaged,  installations  on 
several  islands  of  atoll  damaged.    Of  5  to  7  intercepting  Zekes  2  probably  damaged. 
All  of  our  planes  returned  with  two  slightly  damaged. 

Eight  P84Ys  from  APA11AMA  with  PhotRon  3  completed  low  altitude  strike  on 
shipping  at  KWAJALEIN  and  photographic  coverage  of  several  landing  beaches  on 
KWAJALEIN  ISLAND  and  adjacent  islets.    Pour  medium  cargo  vessels  and  two  150  ft. 
vessels  were  hit  and  left  burning.    Bomb  hits  were  also  made  on  installations  at 
KWAJALEIN  ISLAND,  ENUBUJ,  ENHYLABEGAN  and  GEA.    All  planes  returned,  one  slightly 
damaged. 

TARAWA  was  attacked  last  night  by  12-15  high  altitude  bombers.  Damage 
was  caused  as  follows:    At  Hawkins  Field  1  dead  2  wounded,  1  PV  severely  damaged, 
6  PV  and  1  LB-30  received  minor  damage.    At  Mullinix  Field,  CB  machine  shop 
was  destroyed.    Three  minor  casualties  on  USS  SUMNER  from  bomb  fragments. 

Four  P-39s  were  over  MILLE  on  reconnaissance  missions  10th  and  11th  Jan. 
Bombs  were  dropped  on  target  and  installations  strafed.    One  P-39  was  shot  down 
on  10th  but  pilot  was  rescued  by  PBY. 

CinCPOA  120503  (pink)  to  CTF  57  directs  that  Army  heavy  bombardment  units 
be  placed  in  rest  status  until  20  January  in  order  to  insure  adequate  effectiveness 
later. 


CTF  57  130213  replies  to  above  in  affirmative  and  states  that  3  medium  and 
4  heavy  squadrons  are  being  flown  into  GILBERT  bases  on  the  15th, 
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15  January  (Oahu  date) 

An  air  strike  composed  of  21  Dauntless  and  20  Aircobras  from  APAMA1JA 
dropped  6  tons  on  North  end  of  MILLE  Islands  in  the  storage  area  on  the  after- 
noon of  12  January.    A  small  fire  was  started.    There  was  no  interception  but 
AA  was  heavy.    Two  Dauntless  were  slightly  damaged.    No  shipping  was  sighted, 

Photographs  taken  of  the  B-25  strike  on  MALOELAP  made  on  the  11th  reveal 
a  3,000  ton  AK  on  fire  and  sinking  and  a  destroyer  on  fire. 

ComSoPac  140202  (pink)  states  SoPac  Aircraft  Greedy  to  strike  NAURU  as 
situation  dictates  and  requests  designation  of  days  on  which  strikes  should  be 
made . 

SEAFOLF  reports  blowing  up  medium  freighter  loaded  with  gasoline  on 
14  January,  All  torpedoes  are  expended  but  SEAWOLF  is  trailing  remainder  of  convoy 
of  3  Marus  and  2  escorts. 


14  January  (Oahu  date) 

In  the  Central  Pacific  our  aircraft  made  several  strikes: 

Twelve  Liberators  bombed  ROI  and  NAMUR  Islands  night  of  14  January  with 
12  tons  of  one  hundred  pound  bombs  and  some  incendiaries.     Judging  from  explosions 
and  large  fires  great  damage  must  have  been  inflicted.    There  was  no  interception 
and  no  losses  or  casualties  in  our  force. 

Three  3-25s  attacked  shipping  in  WOTJE  daylight  the  14th.  One  medium  AK 
was  sunk  and  2  possibly  damaged.    All  of  our  planes  returned  with  one  plane  damaged. 

Nine  B-25s  from  TARAFTA  bonbed  and  strafed  installations  on  WOTJE  at  dusk 
of  13  Jan.     Several  small  vessels  were  hit.     Our  planes  suffered  no  damage. 

Sixteen  P-39s  and  21  Dauntless  midmorning  13th  dropped  14  tons  on  MILLE. 
Fires  were  started  in  southern  barracks  area  and  4  twin  engine  fighters  strafed. 
All  planes  returned  with  slight  damage  to  1  Dauntless. 

CTF  57  Dis.  150321  gives  further  details  on  mining  in  MARSHALL S  stating 
that  the  2nd  Phase  of  the  mining  operations  there  was  completed. 

CinCPac  141953  (pink)  to  ComSoPac  outline  tentative  plans  for  use  of 
carrier  divisions  in  support  of  SoPac  operations. 


DECLASSIFIED 
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Authority:  E0 12958,  as  amended  S  D1?w 

/-\       WQUSEUCOM  r\      vT*  E0 12958' as amended 

15  January  (Oahu  da     )  ~        ■>  'JSEUCOM 

In  the  Central  Pacific  our  air  activity  was  limited  to  search  patrols. 

Air  raid  alarms  were  sounded  last  night  at  MAKIN,  TARAWA  and  APAMAI.IA 
with  no  details  given. 


The  SEAHORSE  reports  sinking  a  loaded  medium  transport  escorted  by 
2  PCs  and  2  Trawler  typo  escorts  last  night  in  area  north  of  TRUK.    Number  of 
escorts  and  persistent  depth  charging  frustrated  daylight  attack  but  indicated 
valuable  target. 

ComSoPac  reports  the  following  results  from  a  damaging  air  strike  on 
ships  in  SIMPSON  HARBOR  15  January:  Direct  hits  on  7  AKs  with  9  bombs  and  16 
damaging  misses  on  same  ships,  one  direct  hit  plus  4  damaging  misses  on  possible 
DD,  one  direct  hit  on  possible  CL.    Our  aircraft  encountered  30  Zekes  over  NEW 
IRELAND  -  DUKE  OP  YORK  area  and  60-70  Zeros,  Oscars  and  Tony*s  during  attack. 
Our  aircraft  destroyed  29  fighters  16  probables,  while  our  losses  were  2  F6Fs, 
6  F4Us,  1  SBD  and  1  TBF  but  4  pilots  were  rescued. 

16  January  (Oahu  date) 

In  the  Central  Pacific  several  bombing  strikes  on  MARSHALL  ISLAND  bases 
were  carried  out. 


Twenty  five  Army  Dauntless,  16  Aircobras,  8  Warhawks  dropped  90  percent 
of  21  tons  on  MILLE  noon  of  the  16th  and  all  planes  strafed.    One  Aircobra  was 
lost  over  target  and  pilot  of  another  bailed  out  on  return  flight.    Four  planes 
received  minor  damage. 

Four  MAKIN  Aircobras  using  intruder  tactics  shot  down  2  Bettys  that  were 
circling  the  field  at  MILLE  dawn  the  16th. 

Nine  B-25s  from  TARAWA  dropped  8  tons  of  bombs  on  shipping  and  installations 
at  MALOELAP  from  50  ft.  afternoon  of  16th.     One  medium  AK  and  one  small  AK  were 
possibly  sunk.     Damage  was  also  done  to  ground  installations.    Of  40  to  50  inter- 
cepting fighters  2  were  probably  destroyed.    One  B-25  was  shot  down,  1  received 
major  and  7  minor  damage. 

Search  planes  destroyed  small  AK  at  LIKIEP  Atoll    and  left  a  small  AK 
sinking  near  JALUIT. 

Enemy  air  raids  were  carried  out  on  our  baseB  in  the  GILBERTS  by  flights 
of  8  planes  each  from  25,000  ft.  on  nights  of  15-16  January.    Three  flights  over 
MAKIN  and  two  over  TARAWA  resulted  in  a  total  of  46  casualties.    At  MAKIN  5  are 
dead  7  seriously  injured.    There  was  no  material  damage.     One  enemy  plane  shot 
down  by  MAKIN  night  fighter.    Marine  night  fighters  from  TARAWA  had  negative 
results . 

Airfield  conditions  permitting  PBY  and  PV  PARAMUSHIRU  bombing  and  photo 
flight  will  be  undertaken  night  of  16-17  January. 

CTF  57  120120  gives  progress  report  of  developments  on  GILBERTS  bases. 

In  the  South  and  Southwest  Pacific  the  consolidation  of  our  positions  at 
EMPRESS  AUGUSTA  BAY,  SAIDOR,  NET/'  GUINEA  and  ARAWE  and  CAPE  GLOUCESTER,  NEW  BRITAIN 
are  progressing  favorably. 


DECLASSIFIED 
Authority:  EO 1L, 
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^  DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  EO 1  2958,  as  amended 

16  January  (Oahu  date)    -continued-  HQ USEUCOM 

Intelligence  reports  indicate  that  the  enemy  surface  forces  at  TRUK  on 
the  target  date  of ■ FLINTLOCK  will  be  considerably  below  the  average  strength. 

17  January  (Oahu  date)  CitA\  \ 

In  the  Central  Pacific,  one  search  plane  hit  a  small  freighter  15  miles 
NE  of  KWAJALEIH  ISLAND  and  was  attacked  by  4  Zekes.     One  Zeke  was  probably  de- 
stroyed. 

Air  raid  alarms  were  sounded  at  TARAWA  and  MAKIN  last  night  but  no  details 
were  reported. 

FLASHER  reports  sinking  a  6000  ton  freighter  with  2  hits  on  the  18th, 
E.  Long,  date,  NW  of  MARCUS  ISLAND. 

SEAWOLP  reports  that  she  watched  WiALE  sink  the  third  ship  of  a  convoy 
that  SEAWOLF  had  attacked  previously  and  trailed  after  all  her  torpedoes  had 
been  expended. 

In  the  North  Pacific  the  flight  to  PARAMUSHIRU  was  postponed  one  day 
due  to  weather. 

ComAirSoPac  172246  delineates  the  boundary  between  SoPac  and  SoWesPac 
aerial  responsibilities  in  the  Northern  SOLOMONS  and  BISMARCK  ARCHIPELAGO. 

CinCPac  180330  (pink)  is  a  directive  to  ComSoFac  and  „TF  57  for  conduct- 
ing pre-FLINTLOCK  strikes  on  NAURU. 

 (W  ^  

18  January  (Oahu  date) 

In  the  Central  Pacific,  nine  B-25's  bombed  MILLE  afternoon  17  Jan. 
causing  damage  to  installations  and  starting  explosions  and  2  large  fires.  No 
aircraft  were  seen  but  medium  AA  fire  was  accurate  and  damaged  3  Mitchells. 

Six  Photoron  3  planes  escorted  by  12  FB4Y's  obtained  vertical  photo- 
graphic of  KUSAIE  and  bombed  installations  at  LELE  HARBOR.    Our  planes  encountered 
no  aircraft  or  AA  fire  and  saw  no  shipping  in  harbor.    One  twin  engine  plane  was 
seen  about  35  miles  east  of  KUSAIE.    Airfield  was  not  operational. 

Three  enemy  planes  over  HAWKINS  and  two  over  MULLINIX  Fields  early  eve- 
ning 17  January  dropped  29  bombs  into  TARAWA  lagoon  from  high  altitude  causing 
no  damage.    There  was  no  interception. 

HADDOCK  reports  sighting  2  CV,  1  CL  and  several  DD  Southeast  of  GUAM  on  a 
NW  course  and  obtaining  2  hits  possibly  3  or  4  on  one  CV  which  intelligence  states 
was  the  UNY0. 

In  the  North  Pacific,  the  flight  to  PARAMUSHIRU  was  again  postponed  due  to 

weather. 

1 
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In  the  Central  Pacific  our  medium  bombers  and  fighters  concentrated  on 
MILLE  and  JALUIT.     Fifteen  Army  Dauntless  and  8  Warhawks  drooped  16  tons  on  JASOR 
I.  (JALUIT) 'on  18  January.    Fires  were  started.     Intense  AA  fire  shot  down  2 
Dauntless  but  one  crew  wer£  rescued  by  Dumbo  10  mi.  south  of  JALUIT. 

Also  on  the  18th  twelve  B-25s  dropped  9  tons  of  bombs  and  strafed  MILLE 
from  low  altitude.    Nine  B-25s  received  minor  damage  and  3  men  were  injured.  There 
was  no  interception. 

On  19  January  17  3-25s  from  TARAWA  dropped  11  tons  of  bombs  from  100  ft.  on 

MILLE.    Good  fires  were  started  and  5  planes  of  6  on  ground  were  damaged.  There 

was  no  interception  but  AA  was  intense  and  accurate.  Two  B-25s  were  shot  down,  3 
received  major  damage  and  4  minor. 

The  same  morning  9  Vfarhawks  from  MAKIN  strafed  JALUIT  and  left  a  small 
corvette  burning  and  probably  sank  a  small  sailing  vessel.     There  was  no  intercep- 
tion or  AA  fire. 


BATFISH  reports  sinking  1  Maru  and  probably  another  of  a  4  ship  convoy  with 
two  escorts  south  of  HONSHU.     BATFISH  is  making  sure  that  the  2nd  ship  sinks. 

ComNorPac  090020  corrects  previously  announced  (on  4  Jan.)  Russian  shipping 
route  in  North  Pacific. 


CTF  16  200034  states  anti-submarine  attack  restrictions  during  the  FLINT- 
LOCK operations.  _ 

20  January  1944  (Oahu  Date) 

In  the  Central  Pacific  our  heavy  bombers  again  started  the  bombing  of 
enemy  MARSHALL  Island  bases. 

On  20  January  air  strikes  were  made  as  follows:     Thirteen  B-24s  dropped 
25  tons  of  bombs  on  W0TJE  from  4  to  10,000  ft.     There  was  no  interception  and 
AA  fire  was  weak.     One  plane  was  lost  but  there  were  no  other  damages  or  casual- 
ties. 


Twelve  PVs  dropped  11  tons  from  low  altitude  on  EMIDJ  (JALUIT).  Results 
were  unobserved.     One  plane  was  lost  and  2  damaged  by  AA  fire. 

Eighteen  B-25s  took  off  for  TAR OA  but  were  turned  back  by  weather.  Re- 
sults believed  to  be  negative. 

Six  B-25s  on  special  attack  on  AKs  reported  NW  of  JALUIT  were  turned  back 
by  weather. 

Search  planes  bombed  2  small  cargo  ships  damaging  them  and  obtained  one 
direct  hit  on  a  4,000  ton  AK. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  conditions  of  the  submarine  FLTER  and  rescue  ship 
MACAW  aground  in  channel  at  MIDWAY.    Salvage  officer  and  craft  are  working  to  re- 
float them  when  weather  improves.     Ships  suffered  no  serious  damage  so  /ar. 

DECLASSIFIED  (J^Vt^f^ 
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21  January  (Oahu  date) 

Air  strikes  from  the  GILBERTS  on  enemy  bases  in  the  MARSHALLS  consisted 
of  the  following: 

Fifteen  B-24s  dropped  30  tons  on  ROI  and  KWAJALEIN  Islands  in  early 
morning.     There  was  no  interception  and  AA  fire  was  light  which  caused  slight 
damage  to  one  plane.     Two  planes  crashed  on  midnight  take-off  at  HAWKINS  FIELD 
killing  17. 

Nine  B-25s  bombed  MILLE  at  noon  from  low  altitude  with  8  tons  and  strafed 
installations.    Ho  interception,  but  intense  AA  fire.    Three  planes  were  damaged. 

Twenty- three  Army  Dauntless  with  11  Warhawks  bombed  JALUIT  with  12  tons 
and  strafed  EMIDJ  and  TINIET  Islands  morning  21st;  two  Dauntless  were  damaged. 

Twelve  B-25s  did  not  find  the  target,  TAR OA  and  several  jettisoned  bombs 
on  AUR  Atoll. 


SEAHORSE  reports  sinking  both  freighters  of  2  ship  convoy  on  21  January 
with  3  escorts  in  Lat  3-19  N,  137-02  E.    Two  hits  were  made  by  electric  torpedoes 

In  the  North  Pacific,  air  strikes  were  made  on  two  successive  nights 
19-20  January  and  20-21  January  on  the  FARAMUSHIRTJ  Area.    The  first  attack  was 
made  by  4  Catalinas.     Two  PBYs  bombed  the  KASHIWABARA  and  MUSASHI  WAN  areas. 
Each  dropping  two  500  lb.  bombs,  eight  100  pounders,  14-15  20  lb.  fragmentation 
bombs.    AA  fire  was  encountered  from  several  batteries.     The  other  2  PBYs  failed 
to  find  target  and  jettisoned  bombs.    All  planes  returned  safely  to  ATTU. 

Three  Venturas  the  same  night  bombed  the  KASHIWABARA  area  and  took  photo- 
graphs.   All  planes  returned  safely  with  good  pictures. 

The  night  of  20-21  January  3  PBYs  and  3  Venturas  bombed  the  PARAMUSHIRU 
area  all  but  one  plane  found  the  target,    AA  fire  was  encountered  from  various 
batteries.    Bomb  loads  were  2-250  lb.  by  PBYs  and  3-250  lb.  by  PV-1.  Both 
types  carried  14  to  20  fragmentation  bombs  per  plane. 


Several  reports  of  enemy  submarines  during  the  past  week  were  made  south- 
west of  OAHU  but  no  positive  sightings.    The  last  reported  contact  was  of  a 
possible  periscope  bearing  208°,  distance  12  miles  from  BARBERS  POINT  LIGHT. 

L  ^ 

22  January  (Oahu  date)  ' 


In  the  Central  Pacific,  air  searches  were  carried  out  from  GILBERT 
Island  bases.     One  plane  attacked  two  ships  and  left  one  burning.    No  details 
were  given. 

At  MIDWAY,  the  submarine  FLIER  was  refloated.    Work  is  going  ahead  to 
free  the  I.IACAW. 
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In  the  Central  Pacific,  air  strikes  were  carried  out  on  enemy  bases 
in  the  MARSHALLS  on  22  January  as  follows: 

Ten  B-24's  dropped  20  tons  of  bombs  on  ROI.    Damage  was  caused  to  ground 
installations  and  to  some  20-25  two  engined  bombers  on  ground.    Of  12-15  inter- 
cepting Zekes  1  was  shot  down,  4  probables,  3  damaged.    Three  Liberators  received 
minor  damage  from  AA  fire. 

Seven  B-24's  and  5  Ventura's  bombed  EMIDJ  (JALUIT)  with  21  tons  from 
10,000  feet  and  4  tons  at  low  level  in  late  afternoon.    Hits  were  obtained  on 
installations  and  fires  were  started.    There  was  no  interception  and  no  damage 
"to  our  planes. 

Nine  B-25's  bombed  V/OTJE  at  noon  from  low  level  with  9  tons  and  strafed 
with  75mm  cannon.  Ground  installations  were  damaged  and  one  medium  AK  probably 
sunk.    Three  of  our  planes  received  minor  damage. 

Twelve  B-25's  dropped  24  tons  on  KA7EN  I.  (MALOFLAP)  by  mistake  for 
TAROA  at  noon.    Twenty-five  to  thirty  Zekes  and  Ramps  intercepted  of  which  2 
were  destroyed  and  1  damaged.    Three  B-25's  were  lost,  one  crew  being  rescued 
by  Dumbo. 

One  B-24  dropped  2  tons  on  UILLE  in  barracks  area. 

On  23  January  21  B-25's  dropped  14  tons  and  strafed  TAROA  in  two  waves. 
Damage  was  caused  and  3  intercepting  Zekes  shot  down  and  2  probably  shot  down. 

Searchplanes  on  22  January  damaged  2  small  AKs  at  AILITTGLAPALAP  and  left 
one  burning.    Light  AA  fire  was  encountered. 

No  activity  was  seen  at  EBON  and  NAM OR IK  Atolls.    On  the  23rd,  search 
plane  bombed  and  left  a  8000  ton  AK  sinking  35  miles  SE  of  KWAJALEIN. 

ARCHERFISII  reports  sinking  of  one  large  AK  from  a  convoy  of  4  ships  with 
3  escorts  off  CHINA  Coast  on  22  January. 

An  enemy  submarine  was  attacked  by  2  fighters  from  one  of  our  carrier 
groups  (58.2)  about  midway  between  BAKER  and  APAMAMA.     There  are  no  indications 
that  any  reports  have  been  made  of  the  possibility  that  our  carriers  are  in  the 
area. 

The  FLIER  under  tow  of  the  FLORIKAN  for  PEARL  encountered  a  heavy  storm 
but  is  apparently  riding  it  out  well. 

In  the  North  Pacific,  a  night  air  attack  on  22-23  January  was  made  in 
the  PARAMTJSHIRU  Area  by  3  Catalina's  and  3  Ventiira's.    Areas  on  which  bombB 
were  dropped  were  KASIIIWABARA,  K AKUMABETSU ,  KATA0KA,  ARAHATA  ZAKI  and  SHBHJSKU. 
Sporadic  AA  fire  was  encountered.    Photographs  were  taken. 

Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  to  CinCSoWesPac  231510  (pink)  is  a  directive  for 
operations  in  the  South  and  Southwest  Pacific  and  the  support  required  from  the 
Pacific  Fleet. 

Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  to  CinCPOA  231515  (pink)  is  a  directive  to  CinCPOA 
for  support  of  operations  in  the  South  and  Southwest  Pacific. 

1842 
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25  January  (Oahu  date)      -  Continued  - 


QICUSSIFIED 


JCS  231520  (pink)  directs  that  the  conference  to  be  held  on  27  January 
at  PEARL  take  up  question  of  Naval  Support  and  Assault  shipping  required  for 
BISMARCK  ARCHIPELAGO  Operations. 


24  January  (Oahu  date) 


In  the  Central  Pacific,  twenty-four  B-24's  dropped  48  tons  on  WOTJE 
evening  of  23rd  from  8  to  11  thousand  feet.    Fire*  were  started.    There  was  no 
interception  and  AA  fire  was  moderate.    Our  planes  were  not  damaged. 

STURGEON  returning  from  patrol  reports  sinking  2  unknown  ships  of  a 
3  ship  escorted  convoy  during  the  night  of  24th.    On  16  Jan.  the  STURGEON  sank 
a  7000  ton  freighter  and  made  a  "bulls  eye"  on  a  large  single  stack  destroyer. 
In  addition  she  got  a  hit  on  a  tanker  which  was  previously  reported. 

All  task  groups  are  proceeding  towards  their  initial  stations  for 
FLINTLOCK.    Except  for  the  attack  by  two  fighters  on  an  enemy  submarine  about 
midway  between  BAKER  I.  and  APAMAMA  no  incidents  or  contacts  with  the  enemy 
have  been  reported. 

ComNorFac  260653  reports  that  three  8600  ft.  airfields  are  under 
construction  in  the  Aleutians.    One  each  on  SHEMYA,  AMCHITKA  and  UMNAK  which 
can  be  finished  by  1  March. 


25  January  (Oahu  date) 


In  the  Central  Pacific,  the  following  air  strikes  were  made  on  enemy 
bases  in  the  MARSHAL LS  on  24  January. 

24  Army  Dauntless,  12  Aircobras,  7  Warhawks  bombed  and  strafed  MILLE  with 
17  tone.    There  was  no  interception  but  3  Dauntless  were  damaged  by  AA  fire. 

8  B-25e  bombed  WOTJE  with  7  tons  and  strafed  installations.  Large  fires 
were  started.    There  was  no  interception  but  6  planes  were  damaged  by  AA  fire. 

9  B-25s  hit  TAROA  and  small  craft  in  harbor  with  9  tons  and  strafed  instal- 
lations.   Fires  and  explosions  were  started.    Of  30  intercepting  Zekes  one  was  shot 
down  and  one  probably  destroyed.    One  B-25  crashed  north  of  ARNO  and  one  was 
damaged. 

13  B-24s,  night  of  24th,  dropped  24  tons  on  TAROA.    Many  fires  were  started 
and  damage  was  estimated  as  severe.    No  interception  or  damage  to  our  planes. 
One  B-24  at  MILLE  and  one  at  WOTJE  each  dropped  2  tons  of  bombs. 

Search  planes  sighted  2  DDs  end  1  PC  in  AILINGLAPALAP  afternoon  24th. 
A  special    air  strike  dawn  25th  failed  to  locate  this  force.    Other  search  planes 
on  the  24th  attacked  small  freighters,  one  to  westward  of  UJAE  Atoll  and  one  in 
TJJELANG  Atoll.    The  latter  was  probably  damaged. 

The  STURGEON  reports  a  probable  hit  on  1  AK  of  2  ship  convoy  under  1  es- 
cort on  25  Jan.  SKIPJACK  is  working  on  a  2  AK  convoy  apparently  heading  for  >v 
ENIWETOK. 

Our  forces  proceeding  to  FLINTLOCK  are  still  apparently  undetected.! % f+  3 


26  January  (Oahu  Date) 


DECLASSIFIED 
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In  the  Central  Pacific  the  following  air  strikes  were  made  on  enemy 
bases  in  MARSHALL  ISLANDS  on  25  Jan. 

Eighteen  B-24s  dropped  36  tons  at  dusk  on  KWAJALEIN  from  10,000  ft. 
Target  area  was  in  flames.    There  was  no  interception  but  1  plane  was  damaged. 
Planes  sighted  1  to  3  warships  numerous  AXs  and  email  craft  in  harbor. 

Nine  B-25s  dropped  S  tons  on  TAROA  from  low  level  mid  afternoon.  Air- 
field and  installations  were  hit  and  fires  started.    One  grounded  Betty  was 
destroyed.    Of  30-35  intercepting  Zekes  and  Hamps  1  was  destroyed  3  probables 
and  5  damaged.    Pour  of  our  planes  were  damaged* 

23  Dauntless  12  Aircobras  bombed  MILLS  in  forenoon  with  14  tons  starting 
4  fires  and  explosions.      There  was  no  interception  but  4  Dauntless  received 
slight  damage. 

At  2230  OCT  on  the  25th  Marine  Fighting  Squadron  422  took  off  from 
TARAWA  in  formation  for  FUNAFUTI  via  NANOMEA.    One  arrived  FUNAFUTI  one  landed 
safely  at.NIUTOA  I,  and  a  number  parachuted  near  NUI  I,  when  gas  gave  out.  An 
intensive  search  of  2  Desdivs  and  many  planes  is  underway.    No  plausible  ex- 
planation can  be  made  according  to  CTF  57. 

ComNorPac  262045  quotes  American  Consul  Vladivostok  250010  in  regard 
to  Russian  wishes  for  operation  of  whalers  in  Bering  sea  north  of  63°. 


27  January  (Oahu  Date) 

In  the  Central  Pacific,  Air  strikes  from  GILBERT  Island  bases  were 
carried  out  on  Jan.  26th  as  follows: 

Nine  B-25s  bombed  and  strafed  TAROA  from  low  altitude  dropping  4  tons 
of  bombs  and  using  75mm  canon.    Large  fires  were  Btarted.    Of  20  intercepting 
Zekes,  6  were  destroyed  in  the  air,  5  on  taking  off  and  1  probable.  Zekes 
followed  B-25s  to  50  miles  to  southward  where  they  were  met  by^MAKTN  P-40s  in 
accordance  with  plan,  who  destroyed  4  Zekes,  1  Tony,  1  Kate  and  probably  destroyed 
4  Zekes,  1  Kate.    We  had  no  losses  and  slight  damage. 

Nine  B-25s  dropped  7  tons  and  strafed  with  75mm  EMIDJ  I.  (JALUTT)  from 
low  altitude.  AA  intense  results  unobserved.  We  had  no  losses  or  casualties. 
Weather  prevented  strike  on  R0I  Island. 

Regular  searches  were  carried  out  by  GILBERT  planes  who  sighted  only 
1  small  AK  near  KWAJALEIN. 


SWQRDFISH  reports  sinking  the  following  ships;    7000  ton  AK  on  the  13th, 
6000  ton  AK  or  AP  on  the  15th  and  9000  ton  AK  the  17th. 

Results  of  search  conducted  for  pilots  of  MarFitRon  422  as  reported 
2100  -  27  January  were  1  pilot  rescued,  12  pilots  located  100  mi.  WSW  FUNAFUTI; 
1  body  recovered.    Sixteen  pilots  are  accounted  for  and  7  still  missing*  Search 
is  continuing. 

-continued-  DECLASSIFIED 
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27  January  (Oahu  date)  -contlnued- 

ComCenPac  270615  reports  that  MAKXN  Lagoon  will  be  available  for  use 
by  all  types  of  ships  during  FLINTLOCK.    There  is  ample  anchorage  area  and 
least  depth  in  a  fairly  straight  500  ft,  wide  channel  ia  43  feet. 

28  January  (Oahu  date)  <^**  X? 

Air  strikes  by  land  based  aircraft  on  enemy  bases  in  the  MARSHALLS  was 
intensified* 


MILLE  was  hit  by  23  Army  Dauntless,  10  Aircobras  with  14  tons  on  gun  posi- 
tions and  radio  tower.    One  Dauntless  was  lost  over  target  and  6  were  damaged. 
There  was  no  interception  or  shipping. 

WOTJE  was  struck  with  6  tons  from  9  B-25s.    Large  fires  were  started  but 
no  interception.    One  B-25  was  brought  down  with  crew  in  raft  10  miles  H  of  WOTJE. 

NAURU  was  bombed  with  5  tons  morning  27th  by  6  B-25a.    Results  not  observed. 

TAR0A  barracks  area  received  21  tons  in  early  part  of  night  from  7  B-24s. 
Fires  were  started,    TAR OA  was  again  hit  by  7  B-25s  at  1600  local  28th»  with  4^ 
tons  and  strafing.    Damage  to  barracks  and  hangars  was  observed.    One  B-25  was 
lost  over  target. 

Might  strikes  on  R0I,  KWAJALEIN,  W0TJE  and  TAR0A  by  land  based  aircraft 
are  reported  in  progress  in  accordance  with  plan. 

Search  planes  on  27  Jan.  saw  no  shipping  in  W0TJE,  MAL0ELAP,  JALTJIT,  MILLE, 
AIL  INGLAP ALAP ,  EBON,  NAM0RH,  AUR  or  MAJURO.    At  MAJDRO  no  increase  in  enemy  ac- 
tivity was  observed  since  10  December. 

A  special  search  of  10  Venturas  for  enemy  picket  boats  produced  negative 
results. 


ANGLER  returning  from  patrol  reports  sinking  1  large  tanker,  1  medium 
tanker,  1  patrol  boat  from  which  they  got  1  Nip  prisoner  and  damaging  1  medium 
freighter, 

FINBACK  returning  home  reports  having  sunk  1  large  tanker  on  2  January 
with  5  hits  out  of  6  shots. 

Our  forces  proceeding  to  FLINTLOCK  operations  are  still  apparently 
undetected. 

29  January  (Oahu  date) 

The  night  strikes  by  shore  based  air  which  were  scheduled  to  proceed  our 
carrier  air  strikes  were  carried  out  night  28-29  Jan,  as  follows: 

R0I  was  bombed  by  5  B-24s  with  13  tons.  DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  EO  12958,  as  amended 
KWAJALEIN  I.  received  12  tons  from  4  B-24s.  HQUSEUCOM 

W0TJE  was  hit  with  27  tons  from  9  Liberators. 
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JALUIT  was  bombed  by  2  B-24s  with  3  tons, 

TARDA  was  hit  with  2  tons  from  1  Mariner.    There  was  no  AA  fire  or  inter- 
ception but  one  B-24  wan  missing  as  a  result  of  these  strikes. 

A  Mitchell  mission  to  WOTJE  was  attacked  by  carrier  F6Fs  at  dusk  on  29th 
and  1  Mitchell  was  shot  down  others  damaged.    Similar  scheduled  strikes  were 
cancelled* 

Three  photo  planes  got  pictures  and  dropped  bombs  on  TAROA  afternoon  of 
the  28th.    Good  recent  oblique  photographs  of  MAJDRO  were  also  obtained. 

Search  planes  in  the  MARS HALLS  reported  a  convoy  composed  of  3  AKs,  2  DEs, 
2  small  escorts  and  2  fighters  covering  70  miles  west  of  ROI  on  course  300 
speed  3* 

THRESHER  reports  sinking  3  AKs  and  1  AO  for  25000  tons  and  damaging  a 
10000  ton  AO  with  one  hit. 

SEAHORSE  reports  sinking  an  additional  AS  for  7500  tons. 

While  no  reports  from  our  forces  have  been  received,  intelligence  reports 
indicate  that  our  carrier  strikes  on  TAROA,  WOTJE,  KWAJALEIN  and  ROI  preliminary 
to  FLINTLOCK  have  been  carried  out  as  planned  at  dawn  29  Jan.  west  longitude  date. 

30  January  (Oahu  date)  £a>^  * 


In  the  Central  Pacific,  shore  based  air  carried  out  attacks  in  the  MARSHALLS 
in  support  of  FLINTLOCK. 

Flights  of  B-25s  composed  of  nine  planes  each  bombed  outlying  islands  in 
MAL0ELAP  Atoll  with  4  tons  and  75mm  canon  and  WOTJE  where  large  fires  were 
started. 

EMIDJ  I.  ( JALUIT )  was  attacked  by  18  Dauntless  and  P-40s  with  9  tons  of 
bombs  and  strafing. 

Air  strikes  by  shore  based  air  in  GILBERTS  night  29-30  Jan.  were  oarried 
out  as  follows:  7-324e  dropped  21  tons  on  ROI,  eight  Liberators  bombed 
KWAJALEIN  with  24  tons,  four  B-24s  hit  WOTJE  with  9  tons,  five  B-24s  and 
3  Venturas  dropped  20  tons  on  MILLE,  2  Catalinas  hit  TAROA  with  1  ton,  one 
B-24  dropped  3  tons  an  JALUIT. 

Five  members  of  B-25  crew  shot  down  by  F6F  were  rescued  immediately  but 
one  went  down  with  plane.    Seven  pilots  from  VMF  422  are  still  missing. 

Fleet  Air  Wing  2  in  a  flight  of  18  Coronados  bombed  WAKE  night  30-31  Jan. 
All  bombs  landed  on  or  near  field.    All  planes  returned  to  MIDIYAY  safely. 

The  limited  reports  received  from  TFC  engaged  in  FLINTLOCK  indicate  that 
operations  are  satisfactorily  proceeding  in  accordance  with  plan. 

The  only  damage  to  ships  reported  so  far  was  one  shell  hit  in  CIC  of  the 
ANDERSON  during  the  bombardment  of  WOTJE  which  killed  the  Commanding  Officer, 
2  other  officers,  3  enlisted  men  and  injured  8. 


-continued- 


30  January  (Oahu  u^^e) 


CTG  58.1  reported  losing  6  VF  and  4  ¥T  in  D-2  days  operations. 

There  have  been  no  reports,  so  far,  of  any  enemy  air  attacks  or  submarine 
attacks  on  our  forces.    Mo  enemy  combatant  ships  have  been  sighted  in  the 
MARSHALL  area. 

31  January  (Oahu  date)  ^**^  £Aw\ 

FLINTLOCK  operations  in  the  MARSHA LLS  are  proceeding  very  satisfactorily 
so  far  and  in  accordance  with  plan* 

Reports  indicate  that  our  air  attacks  both  by  shore  baaed  and  carrier  baaed 
planes  have  been  very  effective  and  that  enemy  aircraft  in  the  area  have  been 
destroyed  or  shot  down.    Bombing  by  aircraft  and  surface  ship  bombardment  have 
oaused  heavy  destruction  on  all  enemy  air  bases  in  the  area  and  airfields  are 
being  kept  not  operational* 

The  Channel  Islands  near  ROI  and  KlfAJALEIN  Islands  have  been  captured 
shortly  after  dawn,  as  planned,  and  artillery  mounted  thereon  to  provide  close 
supporting  fire  for  the  main  assault  tomorrow.    Losses  were  reported  as  light. 

MAJURO  Atoll  was  found  free  of  the  enemy  and  its  occupation  provided  im- 
mediately a  large  and  deep  anchorage* 

Complete  detailed  photographic  coverage  of  ENTWETOK  Atoll  is  being  obtained 
which  indicates  that  c  ons ids rati on  is  being  given  by  ComSthPhibFor  to  the  possi- 
bility of  executing  CATCH POLE  immediately  after  FLINTLOCK  should  conditions 
permit. 

Two  more  pilots  of  VMF  422  have  been  rescued  leaving  5  still  unaccounted  for. 

APOGON  reports  sinking  1  large  AP  or  tender  and  another  unidentified  ship 
night  31st. 

SEAHORSE  reports  sinking  a  7000  ton  AK  carrying  gas.    Total  sunk  for  this 
patrol  5  ships  for  31000  tons. 

CinCPac  312259  is  a  reply  to  Marshall* s  120107  in  regard  to  reduction  of 
Army  forces  in  rear  areas  in  CentPao  and  SoPac  and  the  possibility  of  supplying 
CentPac  needs  from  SoPac  bases.  I  ^jty 

1  February  (Oahu  date) 

Heavy  naval  and  shore  battery  bombardment  and  bombing  and  strafing  by 
carrier  aircraft  from  dawn  until  hour  of  landing  permitted  troops  at  ROI-NAHUR 
and  KWAJALEIN  to  land  without  opposition.    By  dark  ROI  was  completely  in  our  hands 
and  all  but  l/3  of  northern  part  of  NAMUR  as  well*    At  PORCELAIN  troops  encountered 
resistance  at  western  end  of  air  strip  but  continued  advance.    A  secondary  landing 
near  wharf  advanced  toward  northern  end  of  island.    No  reports  of  casualties  were 
received  but  for  the  initial  stages  of  occupation  are  believed  to  be  light. 

It  appears  probable  that  all  objectives  will  have  been  captured  by  D*2  day 
with  mopping  up  to  be  done  on  outlying  islands  of  atoll. 

-continued-  DECLASSIFIED 
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1  February  (Oahu  date)  -continued- 


The  WASHINGTON  and  INDIANA  which  were  in  collision  at  0430  local  time  are 
proceeding  under  escort  to  MAJURO  where  repair  ships  will  assist  in  initial 
repairs. 

Effective  neutralization  is  being  carried  out  of  WOTJE,  MALOELAP  airfields 
by  a  cruiser  group  and  of  MILLE  and  JALUIT  by  shore-based  air  from  GILBERTS, 

While  no  report  was  received  from  the  carrier  aircraft  strike  on  ENIWETOK 
it  is  believed  to  have  been  successful  and  reinforcement  planes  destroyed  on  the 
ground. 

MAJURO  lagoon  is  being  used  as  an  anchorage  for  oilers,  ammunition  ships 
and  repair  ships. 

There  have  been  no  air  or  submarine  attacks  on  our  surface  forces  so  far. 

CominCh  011810  advises  that  a  Russian  Convoy  Officer  stated  that  beginning 
31  January  Russian  ships  will  not  use  TSUSHIMA  STRAITS  this  winter  and  that 
confirmation  was  being  obtained  from  MOSCOW.  J, 

The  seizure  and  occupation  of  KWAJALSIN  is  progressing  favorably.  ^ 


The  Beizure  and  occupation  of  KWAJALEIN  is  progressing  favorably. 

At  1400Y  February  2nd  all  organized  resistance  on  CAMOUFLAGE  and  BURLESQUE 
was  overcome. 

ComGen  4thMarDiv  assumed  oommand  ashore  at  09257  (/l2 ) .    The  seizure  of 
other  islands  in  Atoll  is  started  with  ALTON,  ALVIN,  ANDREW  and  ANTHONY  nz«  oc- 
cupied without  resistance.    Unloading  is  underway  and  defenses  being  organized. 
Preliminary  estimated  casual tie 3  of  4th  MarDiv  to  date  are  less  than  100  killed 
and  400  wounded. 

At  KWAJALEIN  I.  the  7th  Army  Division  has  taken  the  southern  2/3  of  the 
island  up  to  1800Y  2  February.    Resistance  has  stiffened  but  is  being  reduced  by 
ship's  guns  and  artillery.    Enemy  dead  are  1250  and  43  prisoners.    Army  dead  27, 
wounded  190,  missing  9.    The  estimated  strength  enemy  troops  is  placed  at  2000. 
Unloading  is  proceeding.    The  seizure  of  BURTON  I.,  a  fortified  island  north  of 
KWAJALEIN  started  at  0930{/l2)  3  February.    Other  small  islands  are  being  occupied. 

CTG  58.3  (RAdm  Sherman)  reports  effective  neutralization  and  destruction  of 
ENIWETOK  airfield  and  installations  commencing  dawn  D-l  day  until  dark  2  February. 
Great  destruction  with  no  worthwhile  air  targets  Is  reported.    Complete  photographic 
coverage  of  ENIWETOK  and  UJELANG  was  obtained. 

BURNS  (DD)  returning  from  search  encountered  1  medium  AO,  1  medium  AK,  2 
smaller  ships  at  01 00 (/l 2 )  30  January  near  UJAE  and  sank  all  four  with  gunfire. 

Airfields  on  WOTJE,  TAR0A  and  MILLE  continue  to  be  kept  neutralized.  * 


2  February  (Oahu  date) 
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The  seizure  and  occupation  of  the  remaining  islands  in  the  KWAJALEIN 
Atoll  is  proceeding.    Considerable  progress  in  this  regard  has  been  made  in 
the  ROI-NAMUR  Area  but  no  report  has  been  received  from  the  PORCELAIN  Area. 
The  Task  Groups  of  TF  58  are  being  assembled  at  MAJURO  for  fueling  and  replace- 
ment of  ammunition  and  aircraft  in  preparation  for  a  carrier  airoraft  strike  on 
ships  in  TRUK  about  9  February. 

Plans  are  being  made  by  TF  Commander b  for  an  early  seizure  of  ENIWETOK 
Atoll  as  soon  as  forces  can  be  organized.    The  seizure  of  many  secret  and  confi- 
dential Jap  charts  of  most  of  the  Mandate  Island  Areas  including  ENIWETOK  and 
TRUK  will  expedite  planning  for  the  above  tasks. 

ComAirSoPac  has  been  directed  to  obtain  photographic  coverage  of  TRUK 
and  PONAPE  which  he  will  do  on  4  February  (E.  Long,  date)* 

The  neutralization  of  airfields  and  facilities  on  ENIWETCK,  WOTJE,  TAROA, 
MILLE  and  JALUIT  by  carrier,  shore  based  air  and  cruiser  and  DD  bombardment  is 
being  continued. 

So  far  there  have  been  no  enemy  air  attacks  and  one  enemy  sub  was  sighted 
and  attacked  with  good  results  to  the  NW  of  JALUIT* 

The  WASHINGTON  and  INDIANA  rather  severely  damaged  in  collision  have  ar- 
rived at  MAJURO  where  temporary  repairs  are  being  made  prior  to  their  departure 
for  PEARL.    It  is  hoped  that  a  speed  of  12  and  perhaps  15  knots  may  be  maintained. 
Both  require  drydocking. 

In  the  North  Pacific,  FlairWing  4  sent  3  land  Catalinas  from  ATTU  for 
attacks  on  PARAMUSHIRD  Area  2-3  February.    One  returned  due  mechanical  trouble. 
The  other  two  dropped  bombs  on  SURIBACHI  WAN  -  OKOMAYE  WAN  Area  with  doubtful 
results* 

CTG  94  reports  bombardment  of  MUSASHI  Area,  PARAMUSHIRTT  completed  with 
no  damage  to  the  2  OGL  and  £  DD  composing  the  force.    Inaccurate  but  rapid  fire 
from  shore  batteries  was  encountered*  ^jv>JV\  ^ 

/ 

4  February  (Oahu  date) 

The  capture  of  KWAJALEIN,  BURTON ,  BURNET,  and  BLANKEJTSHIP  Islands  by  the 
7th  Division  was  completed  today.    Our  losses  to  date  in  the  Southern  Attack  Force 
is  reported  as  32  killed,  239  wounded,  none  missing.     The  enemy  lost  1240  killed 
and  51  prisoners. 

There  was  no  report  from  the  Northern  Force  but  the  occupation  of  the 
remaining  small  islands  in  the  atoll  is  proceeding. 

The  capture  and  occupation  of  MAJURO  is  completed  and  Commander  Advance 
Base  MAJURO  assumed  command,  1600  local  time  4  Feb.    RAdm  Jones  is  proceeding 
MAJURO  to  act  as  CTF  57  Sub-Commander. 

ENIWETOK  was  bombed  by  aircraft  of  carrier  group  4  Feb.  with  35  tons  on 
runways  and  fuel  storage.    Two  concealed  Kates  were  strafed  and  destroyed. 
Report  states  no  effort  is  being  made  to  repair  runways.    Carrier  group  will 
make  strikes  as  necessary  to  keep  field  inoperative.  (*/U-V\ 

1848 
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4  February  (Oahu  date)  -  continued  - 

WAKE  was  bombed  by  18  Coronados  from  MIDWAY  night  4-5  Feb.    All  planes 
returned  to  MIDWAY. 


Initial  reports  from  ROI  I.  state  that  enemy  runways  are  Doorly  constructed 
and  need  major  rebuilding  with  coral.  Source  of  coral  is  not  visible  in  prelimin- 
ary inspection. 

2  Photo-Liberator a  carried  out  reconnaissance  of  TRUK  4  Feb.  and  report 
from  pilot  interrogation  states  that  probably  2  CV,  3  BB,  $  CA,  20-26  CL  and  DD 
are  anchored  west  of  DUBLON  Island  and  19-22  AKs  and  APs  eaat  of  DUBLOM  Island. 
There  appear  to  be  2  bomber  fields  and  3  fighter  fields  with  the  possibility  of 
two  others.    ComAirSoPac  050623  (pink).  , 

5  February  {Oahu  date) 

At  XrTAJALEIN,  all  islands  except  GODFREY  I.  in  the  NW  corner  and  a  few 
adjacent  islets  to  the  SE  are  in  our  hands.  Offensive  operations  in  the  south 
part  of  the  Atoll  have  ceased*  Reembarkation  of  troops  and  departure  of  ships 
is  proceeding. 

The  neutralization  of  enemy  airfields  in  the  MARSHALL  Islands  is  continu- 
ing with  carrier  aircraft  attacking  ENXWETOK  and  land  based  air  bombing  WOTJE, 
MALOELAF,  MILLE  on  4  Feb.  and  JALUIT  on  5  February. 

ComFltAirWing  2  will  strike  WAKE  Island  on  9  and  10  February  with  9 
Coronados  on  each  strike. 


Admiral  Nimit2  and  party  departed  for  the  MARSHALL  Islands  on  4  February 
and  are  due  at  KWAJALEIN  at  noon  6  February. 

Preparations  and  plans  are  being  made  for  early  seizure  of  rINIWET0K  and  a 
carrier  air  strike  on  TRUK  but  no  target  date  has  as  y«t  been  set  for  either. 

Photographic  interpretation  of  TRUK  photographs  show  only  1  BB  in  harbor 
and  a  reduced  number  of  cruisers  and  destroyers*    The  two  ca-riers  reported 
present  are  apparently  2  CVE.    There  is  a  possibility  that  a  force  composed  of 
cruisers  and  destroyers  are  at  sea. 

In  the  North  Pacific,  6  Catalinas  and  3  Venturas  of  FlAirWing  4  'conducted 
armed  photo-reconnaissance  mission  over  PARAMUSHIRH  night  3-4  February,  One 
Landcat  turned  back  but  3  over  NW  coast  SHIMUSHU  encountered  light  AA.  One 
Landcat  crossed  central  SHIMUSHU  and  one  over  KURABUZAKI.    Three  Venturas  over 
KURABUZAKI.    All  planes  dropped  bombs  causing  some  damage. 

Another  photo-reconnaissance  was  carried  out  night  4-5  Feb.  by  2  Catalinas 
and  2  Venturas.     Bombs  were  dropped  by  radar  thru  solid  overcast.    All  planes 
returned. 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  E0 12958,  as  amended 
HQ  USEUCOM 


1850 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  E0 12958,  as  amended 
!Q  USEUCOM 
6  February  (Oahu  date) 

At  KWAJALEIN  Atoll,  the  preparation  for  withdrawal  of  assault  troops  is 
proceeding  rapidly  and  defense  deployments  are  well  in  hand. 

Apparently  a  s^ood  coral  bed  on  ROI-NAMUR  has  been  discovered  from  which 
coral  for  repairs  to  poor  airfields  on  ROI  can  be  obtained. 

Final  figures  for  casualties  subject  to  minor  changes j    Southern  Attack 
Force  own  killed  157  own  wounded  712  own  missing  17,  enemy  prisoners  Japanese 
48  Korean  125,  enemy  dead  4650;  Northern  Attaok  Force  own  killed  129  own  wounded 
436  own  missing  65,  enemy  prisoners  Japanese  51  Koreans  40  dead  3472. 

Visual  reconnaissance  of  PON APE  was  carried  out  Feb.  6,  E.  long.  date. 
Our  planes  encountered  no  interception  or  AA  fire.    One  AX  was  sighted  in  harbor 
plus  several  small  craft. 


An  airfield  was  seen  on  JOKAJ  Island  composed  of  2  strips  intersecting 


at  45  degrees,  which  is  serviceable.    No  aircraft  were  sighted. 

r 

7  February  (Oahu  date) 

The  capture  and  occupation  of  KWAJALEIN  Atoll  having  been  completed,  at 
2000  OCT  8  February,  Comdr.  KWAJALEIN  Atoll,  Island  Comdr/ R0I  and  Island  Comdr. 
KWAJALEIN  I.  will  assume  connand  of  their  respective  assignments.    Until  further 
orders  of  ComCenPac,  Comdr.  KWAJALEIN  Atoll  will  remain  responsible  to  CTF  51  in 
regard  to  defensive  measures  in  the  Atoll  area. 

Searches  in  the  MARSHALLS  T si and  were  carried  out  and  small  craft  destroyed 
at  TA0NGI  Atoll  and  JALUTT.    Sporadic  AA  fire  was  encountered  at  ENIWET0K  but  no 
planes  or  ships  were  sighted  there.    A  Ventura  over  NAURU  received  intense  AA  fire 
and  reports  runways  looked  usable. 

Interpretation  of  photo,  coverage  of  P0NAPE  revealed  airfield  of  2  inter- 
secting runways  each  2500  by  300  ft.  located  on  TITIENSARAU  south  of  JOKAJ  Island. 
No  aircraft  were  seen  on  field.    Planes  sighted  2  large  AKs,  4  PC  south  LANGARS 
I.,  75  barges  P0NAPE  town,  numerous  buildings  on  LANGAR  I.  and  possible  seaplane 
base  on  west  side.    Several  batteries  of  coast  defense  and  heavy  AA  guns. 

The  bombardment  anl  bombing  of  airfields  on  7TOTJE  and  TARDA  continues  daily 
but  intelligence  reports  state  that  fields  are  reported  operative  shortly  after  each 
shelling  or  bombing.    The  land  based  planes  continue  to  keep  MILLE  and  JALUIT  well 
pounded  in  addition  to  strikes  on  TAR0A  and  V/0TJE. 

Preparations  for  early  operations  against  ENTWET^K  and  an  early  carrier 
strike  against  TRUK  continue.    No  target  date  has  been  set  for  either  as  yet. 
Apparently  difficulty  is  being  experienced  in  replenishing  combatant  ships  with 
ammunition  from  AEs  at  MAJURO. 

Due  to  the  relatively  small  number  of  enemy  combatant  ships  sighted  in 
TRUK  4  February,  Com7thFleet  reports  that  he  interprets  this  fact  together  Wl  th 
enemy's  reaction  to  GALVANIC  as  indicating  a  substantial  enemy  force  at  sea  to 
the  north  eastward  of  TRUK  composed  of  possibly  3  BBs,  5-6  CA,  2  GLs  about  12  DDs. 
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8  February  (Oahu  date) 


The  neutralization  of  enemy  bases  on  WOTJE,  TAROA,  JALUIT  and  MILLE  by  land 
based  air  is  being  continued.    In  addition  cruiser  and  destroyers  bombarded  TAROA 
afternoon  of  the  8th,    Antiaircraft  fire  encountered  at  all  places  but  reported  as 
light  and  inaccurate* 

One  CVE  maintained  a/s  and  Cap  over  MAJURO  while  another  patrolled  over 
WOTJE  and  MALOELAP  and  dropped  9  tons  on  TAROA.     One  fighter  was  shot  down  in 
MALOELAP  lagoon  but  pilot  was  rescued  by  sea  plane  from  SALT  LAKE  CITY. 

On  Feb.  6th,  carrier  group  58,4  attacked  ENIWETOK  runway  and  fuel  dumps. 
Report  stated  planes  saw  no  aircraft  and  very  little  signs  of  life  on  any  island 
except  ENGEBT.    Attempt  was  made  to  repair  runway  damaged  by  previous  bombings. 

Nine  Coronadoes  from  MIDWAY  successfully  bombed  WAKE  night  8-9  Feb.  Eight 
planes  were  returning  to  MIDWAY  and  one  with  one  engine  disabled  to  KIVAJALEIN. 


Admiral  Himlts  and  members  of  staff  returned  from  inspection  of  newly 
captured  bases  in  the  MARSHALL  ISLANDS. 


/ 


9  February  (Oahu  date) 


In  the  Central  Pacific,  nineteen  GILBERT  based  B-24s  dropped  42  tons  on 
TAROA  and  15  tons  on  MILLE  evening  8  Feb.    WOTJE  was  not  reached  due  to  weather. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY  and  destroyers  shelled  WOTJE  with  100  rounds  8"  HC  noon 
9  Feb.    One  destroyer  patrolled  and  bombarded  each  night  7th  and  8th  with  no  enemy 
activity  observed. 

Search  planes  in  the  MARSHALLS  saw  no  Bhips  or  planes  at  KTTSAIE  and  no 
activity  at  ENIWETOK.    One  plane  strafed  buildings  UJAE  and  UJELANG.    No  activity 
was  seen  at  NAURU  but  MILLE  runways  were  being  repaired. 

All  Coronados  participating  in  the  WAKE  strike  8-9  Feb.  arrived  safely  at 
their  destinations.    The  strike  on  WAKE  scheduled  for  tonight  is  postponed  due  to 
weather  and  is  now  set  for  tomorrow  night. 

Aircraft  from  carrier  group  at  ENIWETOK  are  scheduled  to  strike  that  atoll 
on  11  and  12  February,  E.  long.  date. 

TRIGGER  operating  to  westward  of  TRUK  reports  sinking  1  large  transport  and 
1  destroyer  in  2  night  surface  attacks  on  16  knot  convoy  bound  for  TRUK  composed  of 
3  APs  and  2  DDs. 

A  POW  statement  obtained  from  civilian  air  corps  employee  on  ROI  I,  reports 
new  air  base  NW  of  PONAPE  and  near  OROLUE  on  an  island  named  by  the  Japanese  as 
BARAGUN.    The  air  base  there  is  reported  to  have  huge  stores  of  gasoline,  bombs  and 
ammunition  but  only  7  planes  based  there  now,    Japanese  propose  to  use  this  base 
for  raids  against  our  bases  in  the  future.    This  island  could  not  be  identified 
on  the  charts. 
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The  land  based  aircraft  in  the  GILBERTS  are  keeping  the  enemy  airfields 
and  bases  in  the  MARSHALLS  neutralized.     In  addition  the  Neutralization  Force 
of  oruieers  and  destroyers  have  a  schedule  of  bombardment  whereby  the  cruisers 
bombard  WOTJE  and  TARDA  in  the  daytime  and  destroyers  do  so  at  night. 

CTF  57  plans  to  strike  PONAPE  at  noon  local  12  February  with  about 
5  squadrons  of  heavy  bombers. 

The  PEfflllT  operating  Nff  of  TRUK  reports  2  MOGAMI  4  SHIGURE  class  ships 
night  10th  8-19N  149-29E  course  300  speed  19.    PERMIT  reports  1  or  2  hits  in 
cruiser.    Later,  same  night  in  8 -UN  149-44E  PERMIT  sighted  large  CV  2DD  course 
110  speed  17  and  reports  3  probable  hits  at  extreme  range  in  oarrier  "which 
continued  on  course. 


10  February  (Oahu  date) 


The  SPEARFISH  reports  sinking  2  freighters  1  passenger  freighter  1  escort 
and  2  freighters  damaged  south  of  FORMOSA. 

ComCenPac  has  set  17  February  as  the  tentative  D-day  for  CATCHPOLE  with 
an  early  HAILSTONE  probably  preceeding  that  by  one  day.    These  dates  to  be 
anticipated  if  practicable. 

CoraSoFac  has  directed  that  the  seizure  and  occupation  of  GREEN  ISLAND 
will  start  on  15  February. 


A  further  report  in  regard  to  the  new  enemy  airbase  referred  to 
ly  as  named  BARAGUN  statei 
ISLAND  which  is  near  the  PALAUS. 


yesterday  as  named  BARAGUN  states  that  reference  is  probably  made  to  GARAGUN  j4 


11  February  {Oahu  date) 


Additional  bombing  strikes  were  made  on  WOTJE,  T^ROA  and  MILLE  by  land 
based  air.    No  details  were  reported. 

C.T.G.  58.4  reported  that  runway  on  ENGEBI  I.,  ENIWETOK  was  thoroughly 
covered  with  craters  but  there  were  so:ae  indications  that  few  repairs  had  been 
made.    No  new  installations  or  signs  of  activity  were  observed  on  any  island  of 
ENIWETCK*    No  AA  fire  was  observed  and  few  if  any  targets  remain. 

The  2nd  Echelon  of  FlAirWing  2  bombed  WAKE  0040  (/l2)  time  11th.  Two 
Coronados  were  turned  back  by  engine  trouble j  7  planes  bombed  target  thoroughly. 
No  AA  fire  was  observed.    All  planes  returned  safely. 

The  first  enemy  air  raid  on  KWAJALEIN  was  made  by  about  12  enemy  planes  at 
0330Y  12  Feb.    ROI  I.  only  was  attacked.    Fires  were  observed  from  other  islands. 
No  details  of  attack  were  received.    Planes  apparently  came  from  PONAPE. 

Island  Commander  of  ROI  I,  reports  that  by  14  February  a  fighter  strip 
150  ft.  by  4000  will  be  available  for  limited  operations  of  1  VMF  squadron. 

The  five  squadron  plane  strike  on  P07TAPE  planned  for  12  February  has  been 
postponed  to  ni^ht  14-W  February.  QECLAgglFlEO 
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JCS  081621  approves  CinCPOA's  allocations  of  naval  vessels  to  the  3rd  and 
7th  Fleets  for  the  BISMARCK  ARCHIPELAGO  operations  as  given  in  serial  00014  of  30 
January  • 

CinCPac  120505  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  views  expressed  in  recent 
conference  with  representatives  of  SoPae  and  SoWesPac  were  informative  views  of 
individuals  only. 

CominCh  102212  states  definition  of  operational  control  as  agreed  to  by 
British  Admiralty  and  Air  Ministry*  . 


12  February  (Oahu  date) 

Commander  KWAJALEIN  Atoll  reports  assuming  the  Military  Governorship  of  the 
atoll  as  the  representative  of  CinCPOA. 

ROI  airfield  is  15%  complete  and  it  is  estimated  that  it  will  be  ready  for 
1  fighter  squadron  14  Feb.    KWAJALEIN  I.  is  10%  complete  and  will  be  ready  for  1 
fighter  squadron  20  February. 

Eight  night  fighters  of  VMF  532  will  proceed  from  TARAWA  to  ROI  on  13  Feb. 
An  Avenger  from  Coral  Sea  made  a  successful  forced  landing  on  KWAJALEIN  Island 
airfield  at  0725  (/l2)  12  Feb, 

Intelligence  reports  indicate  that  the  attack  on  ROI  at  0230Y  (/l2)  Feb.  12th 
was  carried  out  by  12  to  14  seaplanes  probably  from  PONAPE.    The  attack  was  deliber- 
ate and  accurate  and  resulted  in  killing  25  and  wounding  130.    Material  damage  was 
estimated  as  80%  supplies  and  20%  construction  equipment.    Two  LCTs  were  burned  but 
believed  salvageable. 

There  have  been  no  recent  indications  of  the  location  of  enemy  surface 
forces  which  reports  state  §£e  at  sea  in  the  vicinity  of  TFJJK 

13  February  (Oahu  date) 


Enemy  airfields  on  TAROA,  WOTJE  and  MILLE  continue  to  be  kept  inoperative 
by  land  based  aircraft  from  GILBERTS.    In  addition,  cruisers  and  destroyers  are 
continuing  their  bombardment  of  TAROA  and  WOTJE. 

Further  reports  from  CTF  51  state  that  the  enemy  seaplanes  which  bombed  ROI 
ISLAND  on  12  Feb.  came  from  ENIWETOK,  but  one  plane  appeared  to  retire  towards  PON APE J 
Extensive  use  was  made  of  radar  counter  measures  which  gave  saturation  pips  on  scopes. 

Photographic  reconnaissance  of  PONAPE  on  11  and  12  Feb.  show  runways  are  rough 
and  appear  unserviceable.    No  aircraft  were  seen.    Four  coastal  defense  guns  were  seer 
on  JAPUTIK  ISLAND,  3  on  JOKAJ  I.  and  2  heavy  and  3  light  AA  guns  on  LANGA1  I.  No 
shipping  was  sighted  in  anchorage  but  one  small  ship  off  PONAPE  HARBOR  ENTRANCE  and 
85  bargee  at  PONAPE  TOWN. 

An  unidentified  submarine  was  sighted  by  eastbound  clipper  and  ship  between 

HAWAII  and  SAN  FRANCISCO.    The  clipper  reported  a  position  of  25-54N  151-18W.  and 
the  ship  20-35N  134-56W  on  13  February. 

-  Continued  -  1  85^ 


^  DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  E0 12958,  as  amended 
HQ  USEUCOM 

13  February  (Continued) 

C.T.G.  58.4  bombed  ENIWETOK  on  the  10th,  11th  and  12th  of  February  and 
states  that  runway  is  unusable  at  least  for  48  hours.    All  visible  installations 
have  been  destroyed  and  no  profitable  targets  remain.    This  force  also  bombed 
IT JAE  on  12  February  and  reported  destruction  of  installations. 

GUDGEON  reports  sinking  a  large  AP  in  27-38N  121-15E.  on  11  February 
(E,  long.  date). 

The  MACAW,  which  was  aground  on  the  east  edge  of  channel  to  MIDWAY,  slid 
off  the  reef  and  sank  with  masts  only  showing.    Salvage  officer  reports  further 
salvage  impracticable,  but  clearance  of  channel  is  practicable.    Present  estimates 
are  that  the  Commanding  Officer  and  4  men  from  MACAW  and  3  men  from  NOB  are  missing. 

ComCenPacFor  130013  states  that  during  absence  of  this  Commander  on  CATCHPOLE 
CTF  57  will  assume  duties  of  ComCenPacFor  in  GILBERTS -MARSHALLS  Area. 

14  February  (Oahu  date) 

Dog  day  for  the  assault  on  ENIWETOK  is  definitely  set  for  17  February 
with  carrier  air  strike  on  TRUK  on  D  minus  1  day.    Transports  carrying  the  assault 
troops  and  other  units  depart  KWAJALEIN  anchorage  on  15  February. 

The  neutralization  of  WOTJE,  TAROA  and  MILLE  is  being  continued.  The 
MARYLAND  enroute  PEARL  HARBOR  will  bombard  WOTJE  assisted  by  2  DD  early  morning 
16  February. 

A  total  of  10  enemy  mines  have  been  swept  to  date  at  KWAJALEIN  in  AMBO 
CHANNEL.    They  are  all  of  the  horned  moored  type. 

The  usual  searches  were  carried  out  over  the  MARSHALL  ISLANDS  with  no  im- 
portant sightings. 

In  the  Southern  Pacific  Area  reports  state  that  the  assault  on  GREEK  ISLAND 
commenced  as  scheduled  on  15  February  (E.  Long,  date).    No  details  were  given. 

ComAir  MUNDA  reports  that  enemy  base  on  ANT  ISLAND,  close  and  to  westward 
of  PONAPE,  will  be  bombed  daily  from  MUNDA  between  12  to  19  February. 

With  the  early  execution  of  CATCHPOLE  it  will  be  possible  to  speed  up  the 
operations  in  plan  GRANITE •  Planning  and  initial  implementation  towards  this  end 
are  now  underway. 

Intelligence  reports  indicate  that  our  carrier  strike  will  find  enemy  com- 
batant ships  in  addition  to  cargo  craft  in  TRUK  although  some  of  the  enemy  units 
appear  to  be  at  sea. 
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15  February  (Oahu  date) 
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C.T.G.  50.15  has  bombarded  TAROA  daily  from  13  Feb.  and  WOTJE  from  14  Feb. 
WOTJE  and  TAROA  airstrips  are  intermittently  operational.    Enemy  flying  boats  are 
probably  touching  at  these  bases.    The  General  Plan  is  to  bombard  WOTJE  and  TAROA 
aircraft  facilities  from  sea  and  air  to  prevent  their  use  and  to  deny  enemy 
entrance  and  exit  to  those  lagoons* 

Air  Strikes  against  MILLE  are  continuing. 

Forty-two  liberators  from  T.F.  57  dropped  56  tons  on  PONAPE  on  15  Feb.(L). 

CinCPac  150220  establishes  the  Central  Pacific  Forward  Area, 

PLUNGER  reports  3  AK's  (tonnage  total  15,000)  believed  sunk  in  33-00  N. 
136-00  E  on  15  Feb.  (E.  long.  date). 

ConiSoPac  reports  occupation  of  GREEN  ISLAND  on  Feb.  15  (E.  long  date) 
according  to  plan,  and  without  opposition. 

Intelligence  reports  indicate  the  possibility  that  CinC  combined  is  at 
PALAU  and  that  the  BB  MUSASHI  is  tentatively  located  there. 

Intelligence  indicates  torpedoing  of  light  cruiser  AGANO  afternoon  of  16th 
in  10-10  N,  151-40  E,  by  USS  SFATE  left  AGANO  in  sinking  condition. 

16  February  (Oahu  date) 

Land-based  air  strikes  (under  TF  67)  continued  against  MILLE,  JALUIT, 
MALOELAP,  and  WOTJE.    A  search  plane  attacked  AK  and  DD  off  PONAPE,  leaving  the 
AX  damaged  and  possibly  grounded  outside  harbor. 

SEAHORSE  summarizes  results  of  patrol,  as  follows:    Sank  one  AP  (6,500  ton) 
and  4  AK  (total  24,350). 

There  has  been  a  recent  heavy  influx  of  Jap  shipping  in  RABAUL.     Both  RABAUL 
and  KAVIENG  are  receiving  severe  poundings  by  air  forces  from  the  SOUTH  and  SOUTHWEST 
PACIFIC  Areas;    their  claims  of  vessels  sunk  and/or  damaged  are  considerable. 

Intelligence  reports  indicate  that  CinC  Combined  is  now  in  or  approaching 
EMPIRE  waters. 

Although  no  reports  have  been  received  from  our  forces,  preliminary  intelli- 
gence indicates  that  Carrier  Task  Forces  hit  TRUK  on  schedule,    approximately  100 
fighters  attacking  between  0800-0900.     One  of  our  Task  Groups  was  sighted  by  an 
enemy  plane  in  the  morning  bearing  048°,  92  miles  from  TRUK.    The  enemy  ordered  a 
dusk  search  and  attack  (using  4  reconnaissance  planes  and  9  medium  bombers  from 
TINIAN)  and  preparations  for  night  landings  at  TRUK.     Strikes  by  our  Carrier  Task 
Force  continued  and  part  of  our  surface  forces  (reported  as  two  BB  and  two  OA) 
closed  TRUK  Atoll  and  took  some  enemy  units  under  gunfire.    Enemy  planes  maintained 
contact  with  out  Carrier  Task  Group  northeast  of  TRUK,  and  night  torpedo  attack  by 
planes  based  in  the  RABAUL-KAVIENG  area  also  was  ordered.     Japanese  submarines  in 
the  area  were  to  expedite  attacks,  particularly  on  Battleships  and  Cruisers  close 
in  to  the  northeast  of  TRUK.     It  appears  that  a  convoy  departing  TRUK  was  hit  by 
our  Carrier  planes  with  good  results.     Damage  indicated  thuB  far: 


-continued- 
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Training  Cruiser  KATORI  afire 

Three  MARUS  sunk  by  bombing 

Five  Destroyers  damaged;  two  seriously 

No  violent  reaction  other  than  air  reinforcement,  has  been  noted  to  the  HAILSTONE 
strike,  surface  reinforcement  indications  being  conspicuous  by  their  absence* 
It  is  believed  that  the  search  planes  for  the  night  torpedo  attack  made  contact, 
and  that  the  attack  was  initiated  -  results  unknown. 


17  February  (Oahu  date) 


The  PENS  AC  OLA  (from  TF  50.16)  hit  RETJTER,  satellite  island  of  TAROA, 
with  8  and  5  inch  at  minimum  range  of  5400  yards;  bombardment  caused  19  explosions; 
flames  reached  2855  feet;  fires  were  burning  3|  hours  later.    No  apparent  enemy 
activity,  except  attempts  to  repair  runway  ABLE. 

Dog-Day  operations  against  ENIWETOK  Atoll  progressed  according  to  plan. 
Artillery  was  landed  on  RUJIYORU  and  the  adjacent  island  to  the  north.    Heavy  naval 
bombardment  and  air  strikes  continued  throughout  the  day;  there  was  no  return  fire. 
BODON  ISLAND  will  be  occupied  after  dark  February  17.    Captured  natives  stated  that 
Jap  forces  on  the  3  main  islands  of  the  atoll  were  reinforced  last  month.  DEEP 
entrance  was  easy  to  negotiate,  and  is  well  marked;;  the  lagoon  anchorage  is  ample. 
Moored  mines  were  encountered  in  the  South  Channel;  sweeping  continues  in  the 
Anchorage.    W-Hour  for  PHASE  II  (DOG  plus  1)  is  0845Y  18  February. 

During  the  operations  of  air  task  groups  against  TRUK,  the  INTREPID  was 
struck  by  one  torpedo  on  17  Feb.;  speed  reduced  to  20  knots;  steering  room  flooded, 
requiring  that  ship  be  steered  by  main  engines.    Torpedo  hit  in  starboard  quarter. 
5  known  dead;  1-  seriously  injured;  6  missing.    The  INTREPID  is  returning  to  FEARL. 

No  reports  on  the  results  of  the  TRIE  strikes  have  been  received.  The 
SEARAVEN  rescued  3  aviators  close  to  the  TRtJK  Northeast  Passage  on  the  morning  of 
17  February. 

CTF  57  plans  to  strike  P0NAPE  with  3  squadrons  of  Liberators  at  noon  17 
Feb.,  and  again  with  same  force  at  noon  19  Feb. 

On  IS  Feb.  Vice  Admiral  Raymond  A.  Spruance  appointed  Admiral;  to  rank 
from  4  February. 

CinCPac  180538  directs  organisation  of  1st  Group  Fleet  Air  Wing  2  in 
forward  area. 

Although  reports  from  our  Task  Force  are  lacking,  intelligence  sources  in- 
dicate that  the  carrier  air  strikes  on  TRUK  were  continuing  on  the  17th  according  to 
schedule.    Considerably  less  reaction  on  the  enemy's  part  was  noted,  suggesting  the 
probable  expenditure  of  the  majority  of  his  air  strength  in  the  area,  including 
available  trained  reinforcements.    Enemy  air  reconnaissance  and  possible  tracking  of 
our  Task  Force  was  noted:  one  position  giving  07-07N,  153-23E  at  12  hours  plus  12. 
Some,  or  all  of  this  air  reconnaissance  is  from  THIIAN. 

Enemy  submarines  were  again  ordered  to  attack  our  surfaoe  units  to  the  Jk 
northeast  of  TRUK.  * 
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Following  intense  naval  and  air  bombardment,  the  D/l  assault  on  ENGEBI 
proceeded  according  to  plan,  RCT  22  meeting  only  weak  opposition  at  the  beaches; 
the  assault  troops  moved  rapidly  inland  completing  capture  of  the  Island  by  1600Y 
18  February,  except  for  mopping  up  operations  which  are  continuing.    Our  casualties 
though  undetermined,  are  believed  light.    Equipment  losses  are  negligible.  All 
Islands  in  the  atoll  are  now  secure  from  BOGALLUA  Island  to  the  unnamed  island 
immediately  north  of  AOMON  Island,  inclusive.    The  attack  against  ENIWETOK  Island 
will  be  launched  at  0900Y  19  February.    Sweeping  operations  in  the  southern  lagoon 
continue. 

On  18  February  land-based  air  strikes  (under  TF  57)  were  directed  against 
PONAPE  Town  where  warehouses  and  docks  were  effectively  bombed;  against  KUSAIE 
where  the  airfield  area,  IiELA  Harbor,  and  Port  LOCTIN  were  bombed  with  moderate 
success;  and  against  JALUIT  where  results  were  unobserved. 

SNOOK  reports  sinking  one  6000  ton  APK  and  one  1500  AK  on  14  and  15  Feb. 
30  miles  SW  of  TSUSHIMA;  and  damaging  two  6000  ton  AK's  In  a  southbound  convoy 
8  February  GOT. 

Upon  arrival  PEARL,  GUARDFISH  reports  having  sunk  1  large  DD  of  the  AMIGTRI 
class  on  1  February,  and  1  large  tanker  on  14  January  in  the  area  between  NEW 
GUINEA  and  the  CAROLINES. 

ComGen  SAMOA  182120  announces  transfer  of  command  to  Commandant  Naval 
Station  on  March  1. 

Significant  is  the  bombardment  of  the  RABAUL  and  KA7IENG  areas  conducted 
on  17  February  by  destroyers  from  TG  38.4  and  TG  39,4.    This  follows  a  series  of 
successful  and  sustained  air  strikes  against  those  bases,  and  appears  to  indicate 
quite  definitely  the  waning  of  Japanese  sea  and  air  power  in  the  BISMARCK  ARCHI- 
PELAGO. 

Intelligence  sources  indicate  that  CinC  FOURTH  FLEET  at  TRUK  anticipated 
further  attacks  by  our  carrier  task  force  yesterday,  the  18th,  and  at  least  6  and 
probably  9  torpedo  bombers  of  Air  Group  582  were  flown  into  TRUK  from  TINIAN.  The 
withdrawal  of  certain  service  forces,  including  the  Repair  Ship  AKASHI  to  the 
PALAU  area  from  TRUK  was  noted  yesterday.    CinC  SECOND  and  ComDesRon  TWO  at  PALAU 
are  intimately  concerned  with  these  movements.    CinC  SECOND  is  definitely  establish 
ed  in  the  PALAU  area  with  a  faint  suggestion  he  might  be  located  at  ULITHI,  K OS SOL 
PASSAGE  (PALAU),  or  NGULU. 

Other  than  the  ordering  of  submarines  in  the  area  to  attack,  there  is  still 
no  indication  that  the  enemy  intends  to  use  surface  forces  to  intercept  our  Task 
Force,  or  to  reinforce  the  TRUK  area.    Withdrawal  of  certain  convoys  to  the  SAIPAN 
area  as  a  result  of  our  TRUK  strike  has  been  noted. 

At  190455  (plus  12  zone)  an  enemy  plane  sent  a  contact  giving  a  position, 
presumably  of  our  carrier  task  force,  at  9-30  N,  160-10  E.  This  report  has  been 
widely  recirculated  and  sent  to  submarines.  ^ 
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Followed  by  heavy  naval  and  air  bombardment  the  D  plus  2  (19  Feb.)  assault 
on  ENBVETOK  Island  was  launched  as  planned  at  0900Y,  the  2  Assault  Battalions  of 
RCT  106  meeting  only  weak  opposition  at  the  beaches.    Enemy  opposition  in  deep 
fox-holes  with  considerable  mortar  and  machine  gun  fire  slowed  the  progress  of  the 
attacking  forces*    The  reserve  battalion  {22nd  Marines)  was  committed  at  1330Y. 
At  2000Y  the  western  half  of  the  island  was  in  our  possession  except  for  a  pocket 
of  resistance  on  the  western  tip  of  the  island.    One  battery  of  the  104th  Field 
Artillery  was  landed,  and  continues  to  support  the  attack.    Complete  capture  of 
the  island  is  expected  on  20  Feb.    All  islands  in  the  atoll  are  now  secure  except 
ENIWETOK  and  PARRY.    The  assault  against  PARRY  will  be  launched  on  21  Feb.  with 
2  battalions  of  the  22nd  Marines  in  the  assault  and  the  3d  in  regimental  reserve; 
one  battalion  of  PCT  106  will  be  in  group  reserve;  this  assault  will  be  supported 
by  the  75  mm.    Pack -Howitzer  Bn.  from  positions  on  JAPTAN  Island.    Casualties  so 
far  reported  are  G4  dead,  130  wounded  on  ENGEBI,  and  14  dead  58  wounded  on  ENIVJETOK 
The  death  of  Mr.  John  Bushemi  of  Yank  Magazine  was  reported. 

Pre lino. nary  reports  on  results  of  TRUK  air  strikes  give  the  following 
estimate  of  ships  sunk:     2  CL,  1  AE,  1  AV,  3  DD,  2  AO,  2  PC,  and  8  AK;  and 
the  following  estimate  of  ships  probably  sunk:     1  CL  or  large  DD,  2  AO,  and  4  AK. 
A  total  of  272  aircraft  was  observed.     Of  these  127  were  shot  down  in  the  air, 
and  74  were  destroyed  on  the  ground  or  water.    71  other  aircraft  of  various  types 
were  observed  on  the  ground  and  of  this  number  an  estimated  50  to  70%  were  unser- 
viceable.   On  the  2nd  day  of  the  strike  no  hostile  aircraft  were  observed  in  the 
air  over  the  target.    Our  losses  were  8  VF,  6  VT,  and  3  VB;  14  pilots  and  12  crew- 
men were  missing;  3  crewmen  were  killed.    CTF  50  went  after  cripples  with  the 
TJEW  JERSEY,   IOWA,  MINNEAPOLIS,  NEW  ORLEANS,  and  4  DD's,  making  a  counter-clockwise 
swing  around  the  atoll;  this  force  sank  1  crippled  Katory  class  CA,  1  crippled 
Shiguri  class  DD,  and  2  PC;  6  prisoners  were  taken  from  one  PC.    None  of  our  ships, 
other  than  the  INTREPID,  sustained  any  damage.     In  addition  to  the  damage  inflicted 
upon  the  enemy's  ships  and  aircraft,  considerable  damage  was  done  to  the  ETEN,  MOEN 
and  PRAN  fields  and  the  DUBLON  seaplane  base;  fuel  oil  tanks  and  an  ammunition  dump 
were  also  destroyed. 

Land  based  air  strikes  {under  TF  57)  were  made  against  KUSAIE  Harbor, 
WOTJE,  JALUIT,  and  MILLE.  Light  AA  was  received  from  KUSAIE  and  MILLE;  no  AA 
from  WPTJE;  intense  AA  from  JALUIT. 

ComCenPacFor  reports  that  task  group  5p.2  *nd  58. 7>,  under  RAdm.  Mitscher, 
are  proceeding  to  strike  SAIPAH  and  TIN IAN. 

Intelligence  reports  indicate  that  a  major  reshuffling  of  air  groups  in 
the  Japanese  Naval  Air  Force  is  taking  place.     There  is  a  strong  suggestion  that 
CinC  First  Air  Fleet  has  assumed  tactical  command  of  all  air  units  in  the  MANDATES 
area.     It  appears  that  the  MANDATES  are  being  reinforced  by  drawing  upon  EMPIRE, 
SOUTHEASTERN  and  S0UTH7JESTSRN  air  resources. 

The  Japanese  strength  in  the  SAIPAN-TINIAN  area  is  estimated  as  25  fighters 
18  medium  bombers,  15  dive  bombers,  15  torpedo  bombers,  5  float  planes,  and  6 
float  fighters;  6  large  Maru's,  8  medium  Maru' s,  12  small  Maru's,  30  picket  patrol 
boats,  3  sub-chasers,  3  coast  defense  vessels,  3  destroyers,  and  4  mine  layers; 
1  carrier  and  1  destroyer  are  enroute,  probably  with  convoy  arriving  SAIPAN  221100 
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20  February  (Oahu  date) 

D  plus  3  (20  Feb)  operations  against  ENIWETOK  Island  resulted  in  the 
island  being  over-run  by  our  assault  forces  who  are  new  engaged  in  unearth- 
ing the  Japanese  from  numerous  well  concealed  and  interconnecting  foxholes. 
The  combined  estimated  Japanese  strength  on  ENCEBI  and  ENIWETOK  Islands  is 
1000  (open  to  interpretations  of  wording);  indications  are  that  PARRY  Island 
is  somewhat  more  heavily  garrisoned  than  ENIWETOK.    The  assault  against 
PARRY  Island  has  been  deferred  until  22  Feb.    A  revised  report  of  casualties 
estimate  76  dead,  173  wounded,  and  2  missing  on  ENGEBI;  estimate  for  ENIWE- 
TOK Island  is  approximately  the  same.    25  prisoners  have  been  taken.  Per- 
formances of  troops  reported  as  outstanding.    Some  difficulty  has  been  ex- 
perienced in  getting  LST's  on  the  beach  at  ENGEBI,  but  blasting  operations 
are  now  in  progress.     (Command  of)  ENIWETOK  passed  to  Colonel  Jones,  USA, 
on  20  Feb.  Aerial  and  naval  bombardment  of  PARRY  Island  continues. 

POGY  reports  sinking  one  6000  ton  AK  and  damaging  one  5000  ton  AK 
off  the  East  coast  of  FORMOSA. 

SEARAVEN  reports  that  17  AK's  and  1  DD  were  bottlenecked  trying  to 
escape  from  TRUK  South  Pass  on  the  morning  of  17  Feb.  but  few  escaped;  TRUK 
North  Pass  did  not  appear  to  be  in  use;  glow  of  fires  was  visible  over  TRUK 
during  the  nights  of  17  and  18  February. 

BatDiv  3  completed  its  bombardment  of  TAR OA  on  20  February.    All  firing 
waB  at  minimum  range  with  top  and  plane  spot.     Targets  were  well  covered,  but 
only  one  very  small  fire  started,  due  it  was  reported,  to  the  efficacy  of  pre- 
vious bombardments. 

Land  based  air  strikes  (from  CTF  57)  were  again  directed  against  MILLE, 
TAR0A,  and  W0TJE  on  20  Feb.;  these  blows  were  directed  against  runways  and 
aircraft  installations. 

ANPB  191307  refers  to  non-availability  of  Navy  special  fuel  oil  for 
loading  at  California  ports  after  1  April  *44., 

Intelligence  reports  indicate  that  a  Japanese  offensive  may  be  brewing 
in  the  SINGAPORE  Area.    There  are  various  indications  that  the  Japanese  are 
massing  important  naval  commands  and  fleet  units  in  the  SINGAPORE  Area.     It  is 
estimated  that  the  following  commands  and  fleet  units  are  probably  enroute  to 
or  in  the  SINGAPORE  Area  as  of  20  Feb.:    Commanders  1st  and  3rd  Fleets,  Com- 
BatDiv  2,  CoraCruDiv  7,  ComCruDiv  16;  carriers  ZUIKAKU  and  possibly  SH0KAKU; 
battleships  NAGATO,  ISE,  YAMASFIRO,  and  possibly  FUSO;  heavy  cruisers  KUMANO, 
SUZUYA,  TONE,  ASHIGARA,  AOBA;  light  cruisers  KUMA,  01,  KINU,  KITAGA14I  (damaged); 
and  an  unknown  number  of  DD's.     It  is  believed  that  the  Commander  1st  Fleet 
is  Vice  Admiral  Nagumo,  who  commanded  the  carrier  striking  force  from  PEARL 
HARBOR  to  MIDWAY  including  the  BENGAL  BAY  attack  in  April  1942.     It  is  es- 
timated that  the  enemy  is  preparing  for  offensive  surface  and  air  operations 
possibly  in  the  BENGAL  BAY  Area  in  the  near  future.       .  /) 
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21  February  (Oahu  Date) 

On  D/4  (21  Feb)  final  mopping  up  of  remaining  Japs  on  ENIWETOK  Island  was 
in  progress.    The  battalion  of  RCT  22  was  withdrawn  on  20  Feb  to  rest,  reorganize, 
and  repair  equipment  preparatory  to  the  assault  on  PARRY  Island;  the  10th  Marine 
Defense  Bn.  will  constitute  the  Group  Reserve  in  this  assault.    Unloading  of  LSTs 
at  ENGEBI  is  practically  complete;  unloading  has  started  at  ENIWETOK.  Throughout 
the  day  and  night  of  21  Feb  PARRY  Island  was  pounded  by  air,  naval,  and  field 
artillery  bombardments.    35  Japs  and  13  Koreans  have  been  captured;  this  was  facili- 
tated by  the  use  of  loud  speaker  system  installed  on  the  island. 

On  21  Feb  BatDiv  3  completed  bonbardment  of  WOTJE  without  casualties,  using 
own  plane  spot;  ranges  8  to  14,000.    Numerous  buildings  were  hit  and  a  fuel  dump 
was  fired.    The  island  was  reported  as  a  poor  target  due  to  previous  effective 
bombardments;  in  view  of  this,  the  scheduled  bombardment  of  W0TJE  on  22  Feb  has 
been  cancelled. 


SPEARFISH  reports  sinking  a  Karu  in  the  CHINA  SEA;  4  eleotric  torpedoes 
were  fired,  two  of  which  were  hits.    Her  total  is  now  5  sunk  and  2  damaged  for  a 
total  of  40,000  tons, 

ASFR0  reports  sinking  an  1-9  class  sub  north  of  TRUK  after  a  chase  on  15 
Feb;  she  obtained  2  hits  out  of  4  torpedoes  fired. 

Single  searchers  were  over  JALUIT,  RQNGELAP,  and  KUSAIE  on  20  Feb.  Large 
fires  were  observed  on  JALUIT;  2  quarter  ton  bombs  destroyed  a  building  at  R0NGELAP; 
and  the  radio  station  KUSAIE  was  damaged. 

A  report  from  the  SUNFISH  indicates  damage  to  the  CHIT0SE  (CVE);  report 
states  carrier  believed  stopped,  course  290°,  distance  35  miles  from  SAIPAN. 

In  the  South  Pacific  DesDiv  45  and  DesDiv  46  carried  out  effective  bombard- 
ment missions  in  the  STEFFAN  STRAIT  and  KAVIENG  areas.    DesRon  23  pursued  and  sank 
the  CLAUDIA  (?)  MARU  in  08-54  N,  148-38  E.    The  Maru  was  loaded  with  aircraft 
personnel  totalling  about  400;  73  of  100  survivors  were  captured. 

Intelligence  reports  indicate  that  Task  Groups  58.2  and  58.3,  in  their 
approach  toward  SAIPAN- T IN IAN,  were  sighted  on  21  Feb  and  were  shadowed  during  the 
night.    As  yet  there  are  no  reports  on  the  results  of  the  strike  scheduled  for 
22  Feb. 


22  February  (Oahu  Date) 


Complete  capture  of  ENIWETOK  Atoll  was  completed  at  1930Y  22  February  with 
the  fall  of  PARRY  ISLAND.    Major  General  Nishuda  and  his  crack  1st  Seaborne  Mobile 
Brigade  went  to  their  death.    The  Japanese  troops  were  strongly  entrenched  and  were 
well  trained;  the  total  number  of  Japs  on  the  Atoll  is  estimated  in  excess  of  3,000. 

Land  based  air  strikes  (from  TF  57)  were  made  on  21  February  against 
P0NAPE,  KUSAIE,  V/0TJE,  TAR  OA  and  LIILLE;  30  tons  considerably  damaged  P0NAPE 
waterfront  and  town;  remaining  places  hit  with  less  tonnage  and  with  only  moderate 
damage  reported.     Single  searchers  strafed  and  bombed  R0NGELAP  and  UTIRIKj  a 
searcher  reports  trenches  and  barb  wire  in  vicinity  of  SOUTH  POINT  at  OCEAN. 
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Rear  Admiral  Mitscher  reports  approximately  8  of  our  fliers  down  in 
rubber  boats  off  the  western  coasts  of  SAIPAN-TINIAN  but  we  have  no  report  on 
the  results  of  that  strike. 

ALBACORE  upon  returning  from  the  Southwest  reports  adding  one  freighter 
and  one  destroyer  to  her  pouchj  not  previously  reported. 

PLUNGER  reports  sinking  the  largest  ship  of  a  southbound  convoy  in  EMPIRE 
waters  between  the  BONINS  and  the  EMPIRE. 

Cominch  011230/05  establishes  rules  for  assessing  enemy  aircraft  losses. 

The  capture  of  BARAHUN  ISLAND  on  21  February  completes  the  capture  of 
GREEN  ISLAND. 


23  February  (Oahu  Date) 


T.G.  58.1  (SARATOGA,  PRINCETON,  LANGIEY)  struck  JALUIT  twice  on  20  Feb, 
concentrating  on  the  main  islands  in  the  SE  of  the  atoll;  a  total  of  60,550 
pounds  of  bombs  was  dropped.    SMIDJ  was  the  most  heavily  hit?  direct  hits  were 
obtained  on  both  the  N  and  S  hangers,  on  the  radio  station,  and  on  the  barracks 
and  on  munition  buildings.    The  storage  area  at  ENYBOR,  the  power  plant  and  boat 
yard  area  at  JABOR,  and  the  radio  station  S  of  SYDNEY  PIER  were  bombed.  Heavy 
accurate  AA  damaged  4  planes;  we  Buffered  no  losses. 

SUNFISH  reports  that  in  addition  to  damaging  a  carrier  on  21  Feb,  she 
sank  one  medium  AX.    She  reports  that  Mitscher' s  strike  caused  many  fires;  and 
that  the  TEN IAN  air  area  was  in  operation  at  1600  K(-10)  at  which  time  the  Japs 
started  flying  in  bombers.    As  yet  we  have  no  report  from  Rear  Admiral  Mitscher 
on  the  results  of  his  strike. 

GRAYBACK  reports  maru  (believed  TATUTA)  burned  and  sank  on  23  Feb;  another, 
identified  as  TARAYASU,  was  sunk  on  19  Feb.    She  reports  damaging  a  large  AK  and 
an  AO  on  23  Feb. 

SNOOK  reports  sinking  on  23  Feb.  in  the  BONINS  area  a  6000-ton  AK  with  two 

hits. 


24  February  (Oahu  Date) 

Task  Groups  53.2  (ESSEX,  Y0RKT0WN,  3ELLEAU  WOOD)  and  53.3  (BUNKER  HILL, 
\:<T:TEREY,  CCWFENS)  of  Rear  Admiral  Mitscher' s  Task  Force  (58)  made  two  air 
strikes  against  SAIPAN-TINIAN  on  22  Feb  and,  concurrently,  a  12-plane  fighter 
strike  on  GUAM.    The  tas>  force,  having  been  sighted  during  its  approach  on  the 
afternoon  of  21  Feb,  received  almost  continuous  air  attacks  throughout  the  night 
of  21  Feb  and  during  the  forenoon  of  22  Feb;  the  force  relentlessly  pushed  its 
attack  against  the  opposing  defense,  and  bribed  and  strafed  aircraft  and  radio 
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installations,  fuel  oil  storage,  and  shipping  in  the  harbors.    Reports  give  the 
following  estimate  of  ships  sunk:     4  AK  and  1  PC}  2  tugs  and  5  small  escorts  were 
damaged.    A  total  of  136  aircraft  was  reported  destroyed.     Of  these,  87  were  des- 
troyed on  the  ground;  of  the  remaining  48,  29  were  shot  down  in  combat  over  the 
target,  14  were  shot  down  by  ships'  gunfire,  and  5  were  shot  down  by  CAP.  Our 
losses  were  1  VF(N),  4  VF,  and  1  TBF.    The  force  started  its  retirement  at  1600, 
22  Feb.    Our  ships  suffered  no  combat  damage;  however,  the  ALABAMA'S  5-inch 
Mount  9  fired  into  the  back  of  Mount  5;  this  accident  resulted  in  5  being  killed 
and  11  wounded,  2  seriously.    Rear  Admiral  Mitscher  states:  "This  battle  is 
historic  for  courage  and  determination  of  purpose." 

Land  based  air  strikes  (under  TF  57)  on  24  Feb  were  directed  against 
KUS  a.  IE ,  TTOTJE,  TAROA,  MILLS,  and  EM  ID  J.     19  tons  of  bombs  were  dropped  in  the 
barrack,  radio  station,  and  wharf  areas  of  KUSAIE,  resulting  in  large  explosions; 

25  tons  fired  the  barrack  area  of  EMIDJ;  the  remaining  bombings  were  of  moderate 
intensity  and  produced  moderate  damage;  no  plane  loss  was  reported.    A  searcher 
over  NAURU  received  heavy  a/a  and  reports  runways  1  and  2  operational. 

TAMBOR  reports  sinking  3  AKs  for  a  total  of  20,500  tons  and  1  9500- ton 
AO  during  the  period  29  Jan  to  3  Feb  on  the  route  between  JAPAN  and  the  PHILIP- 
PINES. 

GRAYBACK  reports  two  more  MARUs  sunk  on  24  Feb  in  the  same  reneral  area 
as  that  of  the  TAMBOR. 

In  the  South  Pacific,  bombardment  by  destroyers  continued  in  the  KAVIENG- 
RA3AUL-DUKS  OF  YORK  ISLAND  areas. 


25  February  (Oahu  date) 


Land  based  air  strikes  (under  TF  57)  continued  against  the  enemy  occupied 
islands  of  the  MARSHALLS . 

During  their  bombardment  of  the  KAYIENG  Area  on  24  February  the  destroyers 
FARENHOLT  and  BUCHANAN  each  received  one  hit  from  shore  artillery;  minor  damage 
was  sustained. 

HAKE,  operating  in  the  southwest  during  the  period  12  January  to  1  February 
reports  Pinking  1  AP,  1  AK  and  1  large  sampan;  and  damaging  1  AO  and  1  AK. 
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26  February  (Oahu  Date) 

Based  on  photographs,  CTF  58  revises  his  estimate  of  results  of  TRUE 
strikes  as  tabulated  below: 


SUM  PROBABLY  SUM 


1st  Estimate 

:  Revision 

1st  Estimate 

:  Revision 

2  CL 

2  CL 

1  CL 

:      1  CL 

1  AE 

1  AE 

2  AO 

:      1  AO 

1  A V" 

!      0  AV 

4  AK 

:      4  AK 

3  DD 

3  DD 

2  AO 

7  A0(4L,  1M,  2S) 

2  PC 

2  PC 

8  AK  ! 

8  AK 

19 

23 

6 

In  addition  to  the  above,  2  large  AOs  and  1  large  AP  were  burning 
furiously j  3  AKs  were  burning;  burning  and  beached  were  2  AKs  and  1  small  AO; 
2  AKs  were  beached.    This  gives  a  grand  total  of  4(1  ships  sunk,  probably  sunk, 
or  badly  damaged  (if  dispatch  is  properly  interpreted) » 

Land-based  air  strikes  (under  TP  57)  continued  against  the  enemy  occupied 
islands  of  the  MARS HALLS, 


24  Liberators  hit  PON APE  with  30  tons,  effectively  concentrating  on  the 
dock  area,  seaplane  base  hangar,  and  full  storage  area.    One  Liberator  hit  KUSAIE 
with  Ig-  tons,  results  unobserved.    A  single  searcher  dropped  3/4  ton  on  the  NAURU 
runway ■ 

PRESIDENT  GRANT,  enroute  from  San  Francisco  to  MILNE  BAY,  grounded  on 
ULUMA  reef  at  11-07S,  150-58E  early  morning  26  February,    Ship  reports  double 
bottom  forward  half  of  ship  punctured;  damage  to  inner  bottom  undetermined. 
Salvage  vessel  and  tugs  standing  by;  ships  standing  by  to  remove  troops  if 
necessary. 

TANG,  operating  northwest  of  SAIPAN,  reports  sinking  1  large  naval  tanker, 
1  ammunition  ship,  and  3  freighters,  for  an  estimated  40,000  tons. 


27  February  (Oahu  Date) 


Daily  reports  from  the  South  Pacific  indicate  that  construction  of  the  run- 
way on  DUKE  OF  YORK  ISLAND  is  continuing. 

ConKorPac  reports  that  a  daylight  bombardment  of  Southern  P  ARA.' 1USHIRU 
(f/USHASHI-SURABACHI  Area)  with  5  DDs  and  the  RICRTOND  is  planned  for  3-5  March. 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  E0  12958,  as  amended 
HQ  USEUCOM 


1864 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority;  EG  12958,  as  amended  ^ 

28  February  (Oahu  date) 

On  27  Feb  land  based  air  strikes  under  CTF  57  were  resuned  against  the 
enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS ;  moderate  AA  fire  was  encountered;  4  planes 
were  damaged,  but  none  lost.    Single  searchers  each  dropped  about  1  ton  of  bombs 
on  RONGEL AP ,  UTIRIK,  and  ME J IT .     20  Liberators  hit  PONAPE  with  30  tons;  observed 
results  showed  large  fires  accompanied  by  two  heavy  explosions;  AA  fire  was  in- 
tense; 2  planes  were  damaged,  none  lost. 

SS  GAPE  UGAT  (AK)  enroute  from  the  West  Coast  to  the  South  Pacific, 
suffered  heavy  engine  room  damage  from  an  explosion;  2  men  badly  burned;  she 
proceeds  to  HONOLULU  on  1  engine. 

ComSoPac  reports  that  all  personnel,  except  1  company  of  troops  and  the 
ship's  complement  have  been  removed  from  the  PRESIDENT  GRANT;  cargo  is  being 
discharged  to  LCMs;  assistance  is  standing  by;  salvage  is  problematical. 

CERO,  operating  in  the  Southwest,  reports  sinking  one  6100  ton  Maru  on 
16  Feb;  and  heavily  damaging  one  8600  ton  freighter  on  21  Feb. 


2g  February  (Oahu  date) 


Following  a  naval  and  air  bombardment  elements  of  the  1st  U.S.  Cav.Div. 
landed  on  LOS  NEGRO S  ISLAND  ( ADMIRAL TYS )  at  HAYNE  HARBOR  at  0815  (L)  29  Feb;  9 
DDs  and  3  APDs  participated.     Concurrently  2  CLs  and  4  DDs  bombarded  enemy  in- 
stallations on  MANUS  ISLAND.     The  landing  was  unopposed;  MOMOTE  air  strip  and 
the  dispersal  areas  were  captured  with  light  opposition;  our  casualties  were 
1  killed,  4  wounded.    Participating  naval  forces  have  returned  to  CRETIN;  a 
second  echelon,  enroute  from  CRETIN,  is  due  at  HAYNE  HARBOR  1  March  (L). 

Land  based  air  strikes  (under  CTF  57)  hit  WOTJE  and  MILLE  on  28  Feb, 
concentrating  on  runways  and  aircraft  installations.    7  Liberators  photographed, 
strafed,  and  hit  WAKE  on  28  Feb;  all  buildings  and  installations  were  well  revetted 
and  sand-covered;  many  "i^-pes  of  AA  artillery  and  many  troops  were  seen. 

Rear  Admiral  Hill  reports  that  occupation  phase  of  ENIWETOK  will  be  com- 
pleted on  2  March;  he  recommends  that  command  pass  to  Commander  ENIWETOK  Garrison 
Force  as  of  0800  that  date. 

INTREPID,  enroute  to  the  West  Coast,  became  unmanageable  believed  due  to 
loss  of  fin  area  as  a  result  of  complete  removal  of  rudder.    She  has  returned  to 
PEARL. 

SARGO  operating  off  West  Coast  of  PALAU  reports  sinking  1  7,000  ton  AK, 
and  damaging  2  AKs  for  21,000  tons. 

ROCK  reports  both  periscopes  damaged  by  a  shell  hit  in  the  shears,  on 
28  Feb,  while  attacking  a  fast  south  bound  convoy  on  the  route  between  JAPAN  and 
the  PHILIPPINES. 
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1  March  (Oahu  date) 

After  leaving  further  units  of  the  1st  U.S.  Cav  and  USN  SeaBees,  the 
second  echelon  (6LSTs»  3  DDs),  is  returning  from  HAYNE  HARBOR;  it  is  due  at 
SUDE3T  late  3  March  (L).    Our  reported  casualties  to  date:     5  killed  (3  USA, 

2  USN);  6(?)  wounded  (4(?)  USA,  2  USN).    Early  on  the  morning  of  1  March  (L) 
the  Japs  attacked  our  MOMOTE  position;  the  attack  was  repulsed,  and  60  Japs 
killed. 

The  fighter  strip  on  GREEN  ISLAND  has  been  completed  to  5,000  feet.  To 
date,  14,200  personnel  and  22,800  tons  of  cargo  have  been  delivered  to  GREEN 
ISLAND. 

Reports  of  the  past  few  days  show  an  absence  of  shipping  in  KAVIENG;  also 
an  absence  of  Jap  interception  over  RABAUL  Area. 

On  1  Mar  (L)  2  DDs  (PR INGLE,  CONWAY )  reconnoitered  and  shelled  the  ST/ 
coast  of  BOUGAINVILLE;  return  shore  battery  fire  caused  minor  damage  to  the 
superstructure  of  both  ships,  and  slightly  wounded  1  officer.  * 

More  complete  reports  state  that  2d.  Squadron,  5th  Cavalry,  made  the 
initial  landing  on  LOS  NEGR0S;  the  ground  situation  remains  unchanged.  Addi- 
tional forces  will  be  landed  on  3  March  from  9  DDs  and  3  APDs.    A  covering 
force  of  1  CA,  2  CLs,  and  4  DDs  takes  position  to  North  of  MANUS.    4  DDs 
stand  off  HAYNE  to  render  close  fire  support  or  to  bombard,  if  required. 


2  March  (Oahu  Date) 


Land  based  air  strikes  (under  CTF  57)  hit  TAR0A,  JALUIT,  and  MILLE  on 

1  March,  concentrating  on  runways  and  aircraft  installations;  excellent  results 
were  reported. 

Definite  sub  contact  at  10-22  N,  177-23  E  (Eastern  MARSHALLS )  at  1752(Y) 

2  March  caused  rerouting  of  convoys  in  that  general  area. 

Admiral  Nimitz,  Rear  Admiral  Sherman,  and  other  staff  members,  departed 
for  WASHINGTON,  D.C.,  on  ifternoon  of  2  March. 

JCS  022941  (pink)  establishes  strategical  objectives  in  our  war  against 
JAPAN,  and  directs  planning  for  all  probable  operations. 

SANDLANCE,  operating  in  KURILES  reports  sinking  1  AK  on  28  Feb,  and  2  on 

2  March. 

5  Venturas  from  FAIRWING  4  made  an  armed  reconnaissance  of  PARAMUSHIRO- 
SHIMUSHU  on  night  of  1-2  March.     Owing  to  solid  overcast  over  target  area  the 
mission  was  generally  ineffective;  no  pictures  were  taken.    9  Liberators  from 
11th  AF,  attempting  strike  against  KUP.ILES  on  2  March,  were  forced  back  on  account 
of  bad  weather. 

CREVALLE,  operating  in  the  Southwest,  reports  sinking  with  torpedoes 

3  AKs  for  19,646  tons;  sinking  by  gunfire  1  5-ton  sailboat  and  1  150- ton  patrol 
tug;  probably  sinking  2  6000-ton  AKs;  and  damaging  2  4000-ton  AKs;  a  grand  total 
of  39,801  tons  sunk,  probably  sunk,  or  damaged. 
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There  are  no  additional  reports  on  the  land  action  on  LOS  NEGROS.  On 
the  afternoon  of  1  March  8  squadrons  of  attack  boubers  struck  enemy  positions 
outside  our  MOMOTE  perimeter. 

On  2  March  moderate  land  based  air  strikes  were  made  against  WOTJE,  TAROA, 
KUSAIE  and  PONAFE.    The  damage  inflicted  upon  POTIAPE  during  recent  raids  is  as- 
sessed as  follows:    Over  half  of  PONAPK  TOWN,  including  radio  station  and  one- 
third  of  the  dock  area,  destroyed;  LAJIOAR  IS.  seaplane  hangar  and  shop  destroyed, 
ramp  apron  and  other  buildings  damaged,  with  huge  fires  indicating  probable 
heavy  additional  damage;  2  buildings  destroyed  on  JAPUTIK  IS. 

ASPRO  reports  1  hit  on  large  tender  enroute  TRUK  on  3  March;  damage 
unobserved. 


CominCh  031655  directs  category  of  defense  for  ALASKA  and  the  ALEUTIANS. 


0^ 


4  March  (Oahu  date) 


Our  troops  are  still  engaged  with  Jap  forces  in  the  MOMOTE  area;  however, 
the  situation  appears  to  be  well  in  hand.    To  include  the  evening  of  3  March  we 
have  lost  61  killed,  244  wounded;  the  Japs  have  lost  700  killed.    We  landed 
additional  troops  in  tho  ITMOTE  area  (probably  one  squadron)  on  the  morning  of 
3  March.    No  air  opposition  has  been  encountered  since  2  March*  when  4  enemy 
planes  ineffectively  bombed  4  DDs  patrolling  NW  of  LOS  NEGROS.     B-25's  and  4  DD's 
continue  to  support  our  ground  forces.     The  covering  force  bombarded  enemy  gun 
emplacements  near  the  entrance  to  SEADLER  HARBOR,  on  4  March,  and  then  retired  to 
take  station  to  the  N  of  MANUS.    An  echelon  (5  LSTs,  4  DDs,  1  APD),  enroute  from 
CRETIN,  is  due  at  EftYKE  HARBOR  early  on  5  March. 

Moderate  land  based  air  strikes  continued  against  WOTJE,  TAR OA,  PONAFE, 
and  K USA IE.  As  on  the  previous  day,  the  greatest  weight  (23  tons)  was  directed 
at  PONAPE  where  the  harbor  and  warehouse  areas  were  bombed  offectively. 

FLASIIER,  on  its  first  war  patrol,  operating  in  the  southwest  from  middle 
of  January  to  end  of  February,  reports  sinking  3  AKs  (17,442),  1  AO  (7,269),  and 
1  Sampan  (40),  for  a  total  of  24,751  tons;  and  damaging  one  Sampan  (40). 

Tentative  itinerary  SARATOGA  and  escort  (E  Long,  dates) 


Depart 
MARSIIALLS 
ESP IR ITU 
PORT  PHILIP 
FREEMANTLE 
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5  March  {Oahu  date) 


There  are  no  additional  reports  on  the  situation  in  the  ADMIRALTY'S . 

Moderate  land  based  air  strikes  continued  against  V70TJE,  EHIDJ,  and 
TAROA,  concentrating  on  air  fields  and  aircraft  installations.    CTF  57  reports 
that  constant  repair  of  damaged  fields  is  in  progress,  and  that  usually  one 
strip  on  each  field  is  operational. 

The  planned  bombardment  of  Southern  PARAUUSHIRU  by  5  DDs  and  the  RICHMOND 
(Summary,  27  Feb)  was  attempted,  but  weather  conditions  reduced  visibility  to 
zero;  the  task  force  returned  to  base.  / 


6  March  (Oahu  date) 

The  ADMIRALTIES  situation  remains  well  in  hand.    Latest  reports  announce 
occupation  of  SALAMI  PLANTATION  (northern  LOS  NEGROS)  and  PORIAKA  VILLAGE 
(MOMOTE  area)  on  5  March;  also  destruction,  by  a  patrol,  of  2  concrete-installed 
12-cm  coast  defense  guns  on  SE  shore  of  LOS  NEGROS.     1000  known  enemy  dead 
reported.     The  Japs  unsuccessfully  attacked  in  the  MOMOTE  area  on  4  March. 
Enemy  engaged  estimated  as  3  battalions,  with  machine  guns  and  light  tanks,  a 
large  force  being  located  in  the  SALAMI  PLANTATION  area.     Casualties  to  SeaBees 
reported  as  IS  killed,  95  wounded.    The  NICHOLSON  (DD)  while  bombarding  a 
shore  battery  near  the  entrance  to  SEADLER  HARBOR  sustained  1  hit  in  No.  2 
Handling  Room,  killing  3  and  wounding  2.    4  DDs  continue  to  render  close  support 
night  and  day.     The  2nd  Sq,  5th  Cav,  and  the  2d  Sq,  7th  Cav,  are  on  LOS  NEGROS. 

The  PICTJDA,  operating  NW  of  TRUK,  reports  sinking  a  10,000-ton  AP  on 
2  March  (4  Mk  18  hits). 

GREEN  ISLA'TD  air  strip  was  reported  in  use  on  5  March,  with  35  planes 
landing. 

CTF  57  040228  reports  construction  progress  on  airfield  and  other 
installations  on  KV7AJALEIN  (PORCELAIN),  and  MAJURO. 

Land  based  air  strikes  continued  against  TTOTJE,  EMIDJ,  and  TAROA;  MILLE 
was  also  hit.     13  Liberators  placed  30  tons  on  the  airfield  and  dock  areas  of 
POIIAPE;  huge  explosions  were  observed  in  the  airdrome  area.    T7e  lost  2  Hellcats 
(F6F)  in  these  operations.     3  search  planes  dropped  3jj  tons  on  NAURU  with 
unobserved  results. 

In  NET/  GUINEA  the  1st  Bn,  126th  Tnf,  completed  an  unopposed  landing  at 
YALAU  (29  miles  W  of  SAIDOR). 

In  the  North  Pacific  an  armed  reconnaissance  over  PARAUUSHIRU  on  night 
of  5-6  March  was  mostly  ineffective  owing  to  solid  overcast. 
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The  only  report  on  the  ADMIRALTYS  announces  the  occupation  by  our  ground 
forces  of  the  PAPITALAI  MISSION  area  on  evening  of  6  March;  occupation  was  pre- 
ceded by  bombardnent  of  enemy  shore  installations  near  SEADLER  HARBOR  entrance 
by  the  Covering  Force  (1  CA,  2  CLs,  4  DDs). 

On  5  March  elements  of  1st  MarDiv  landed  on  WILLAUMEZ  PENINSULA  at 
V0LUPAl(?)  PLANTATION  (Near  T ALASKA,  NEVV  BRITAIN);  opposition  is  stiff. 

Land-based  air  strikes  against  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS 
continued. 


From  artillery  positions  NE  of  our  TOROKINA  perimeter  the  Japs  heavily 
shelled  the  PIVA  "Yw  air  strip  on  7  March;  17  planes  were  damaged,  and  6  personnel 
injured;  aircraft  have  been  evacuated  from  the  field.    The  PIVA  nVn  strip  and  the 
TOROKINA  strip  remain  undamaged;  the  shelling,  though  slackened,  continues. 

HOE,  operating  in  the  Southwest  during  February  and  early  March,  reports 
sinking  3  AKs  (18,873),  and  1  AO  (10,526),  for  a  total  of  29,399  tons;  and  damagin 
1  AO  (10,052). 

8  March  (Oahu  date) 

CTF  57  reports  that  for  1§-  hours,  commencing  at  0410Y  8  March,  ENIWETOK 
Atoll  received  a  Jap  bombing  attack  by  several  groups  of  planes.    ENIWETOK  ISLAND 
suffered  no  damage;  ENGEBI  ISLAND  had  a  large  fire  and  many  explosions.  Other 
details  lacking. 

Land  based  air  strikes  continued  against  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the 
MARSHALLS.    A  single  Liberator  hit  KUSAIE  with  1^  tons.    Single  search  planes 
dropped  \  ton  on  RONGELAP  and  on  PBJGELAP. 

Our  ground  troops  occupied  LOMBRUN  POINT  (1  mile  W  of  PAPITALAI  POINT, 
LOS  NEGROS)  on  7  March.    Our  total  casualties  to  date  reported  as  104  killed, 
444  wounded;  1231  dead  Japs  have  been  counted,  with  many  more  not  counted*  With- 
out opposition,  our  ships  swept  the  SEADLER  HARBOR  channel  on  7  March;  4  magnetic 
mines  were  detonated* 


Present  indications,  as  interpreted  by  SoPac  forces,  are  that  a  Jap  attack 
against  our  TOROKINA  perimeter  is  developing.    SoPac  air  forces  concentrate  on 
Jap  troop  concentration  areas  and  installations  near  our  perimeter,  as  well  as  on 
other  points  on  BOUGAINVILLE  ISLAND. 

Rear  Admiral  Richmond  K.  Turner  assumed  additional  duty  as  ComPhibsPac 
on  8  March  in  compliance  with  BuPers  dispatch  071403. 

cm*  QAh'^x 
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Assessed  damage  as  a  result  of  bombing  of  ENGEBI  on  8  March  by  8 
BETTY  *  s  (VBM)  dropping  24  500-pound  bombs;  Casualties  -  1  enlisted  man 
killed,  2  officers  and  8  enlisted  men  seriously  wounded,  13  enlisted  men 
moderately  wounded;  property  damage  -  921,000  rounds  50  cal.  and  98,000 
rounds  30  cal.,  all  air  combat  ammunition;  600  drums  petroleum  products; 
4  2500  gallon  distillation  units;  and  some  aircraft  damage,  but  field 
undamaged. 

Landbased  air  strikes  continued  against  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the 
MARSHALLS.    7  Liberators  dropped  10  tons  on  POKAPE,  concentrating  on  airfield 
and  dock  installations,    4  Liberators  hit  KUSAIE  with  6  tons. 

In  the  TALASEA  Area,  the  Marines  advanced  southward  on  8  March  and  occu- 
pied the  "old  airstrip"  (presumably,  the  TALASEA  Airdrome). 

In  the  ABMIRALTYS,  reports  indicate  that  2nd  Sq,,  7th  Cav,,  by  shore-to- 
shore  movement,  landed  at  LOMBRUN  POINT,  LOS  NEGROS  on  7  March,    On  8  March  an 
echelon  of  6  LSTs,  6  DDs,  1  AX  and  12  LCIs  entered  SEADLER  HARBOR  without  opposi- 
tion, and  departed  the  following  day. 

SoPac  air  forces  made  117  sorties  on  8  March,  striking  Jap  gun  positions 
near  our  TOROKINA  Perimeter. 

Rear  Admiral  Richmond  K,  Turner  appointed  Vice  Admiral,  to  rank  from  4 
February  1944,    Brigadier  General  Edmund  H.  Leavey  appointed  Major  General, 
to  rank  from  29  February  1944,    Colonel  Joseph  J,  Twitty  appointed  Brigadier 
General,  to  rank  from  22  February  1944, 

MARSHALL  100126  (pink)  discusses  use  of  NEW  ZEALAND  armed  forces  to 
alleviate  manpower  shortage  on  farms  of  NEW  ZEALAND,  and  the  employment  of 
NEW  ZEALAND  forces  in  the  PACIFIC  Theater, 

10  March  (Oahu  date) 

NAUTILUS,  operating  in  BONTNS -MARIANAS  area  reports  that  on  5  March  she 
obtained  2  hits  on  an  8000  ton  AO,  and  2  hits  on  a  6000  ton  AP;  the  AP  believed 
sunk;  all  shots  were  with  MK  18,  with  excellent  performance. 

Land  based  air  strikes  continued  against  PONAPE,  KUSAIE,  and  enemy  occupied 
atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS. 

The  situation  in  the  ADMIRALTY'S  continues  favorable.    On  9  March  medium 
and  heavy  bombers  heavily  pounded  the  LORENGAU  area  (MANUS  ISLAND),  where  buildings 
and  supplies  were  destroyed.    Another  echelon  (6  LSTs,  2  DDs)  is  due  at  LOS  NEGROS 
on  12  March. 

Com  7th  Fleet  reports  capture  of  TALASEA  VILLAGE,  NEW  BRITAIN,  on  8  March. 
Enemy  barge  activity  in  that  area  indicates  probable  evacuation. 

On  BOUGAINVILLE,  night  of  7-8  March,  the  Japs  made  a  shallow  penetration  of 
our  last  perimeter  (TOROKINA),  but  our  position  was  reestablished  on  the  8jth. 

*****  jhiQ 


9  March  (Oahu  date) 
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10  March  (Oahu  date)  continued 

Our  casualties  were  5  killed,  93  wounded;  the  Japs  lost  100  killed.  Heavy  air 
support  of  our  ground  forces  continues. 

ROBALO,  operating  in  the  Southwest  from  latter  part  of  January  to  early- 
March,  reports  damaging  a  JGHORE  type  Maru  (6,182)  with  1  hit. 

11  March  (Oahu  date) 


Land  based  air  strikes  continued  against  enemy-occupied  atolls  of  the 
MARSHALLS.  Searcher  reports  air  strip  on  TA  ISLAND,  SATAWAN  Atoll;  heavy  AA 
fire  badly  damaged  the  plane.  Searcher  over  ORBLUK  LAGOON  received  heavy  AA 
fire.    Searcher  destroyed  PINGELAP  radio  station  with  one  bomb  hit. 

On  9  March  a  detachment,  22nd  Marines,  occupied  WOTHO  Atoll;  flag-raising 
ceremony  proclaimed  establishment  of  military  government  under  Admiral  Nimitz. 
During  occupation  a  crashed  BETTY  crew  of  12  committed  suicide. 

Reports  indicate  that  mopping  up  of  LOS  NEGROS  is  nearly  completed. 

During  9-10  March  considerable  action  took  place  in  the  E  sector  of 
TOROKINA  perimeter.     On  the  9th  the  182nd  Inf.  clashed  with  an  estimated  250 
Japs;  in  this  engagement  we  lost  14  killed,  118  wounded.    Early  on  the  10th  a 
Jap  attack  in  force  was  repulsed  by  the  145th  Inf,  and  our  counter  attack 
restored  the  line;  our  casualties  are  unreported.     In  these  actions  the  Japs 
lost  many  killed.     Sporadic  Jap  artillery  firing  obtained  a  few  hits  on  the  PIVA 
airfield;  no  damage  or  casualties  resulted.  /] 

12  March  (Oahu  date)  \J*M  ^  ^ 

Land  based  air  strikes  continued  against  TAROA  and  YfOTJE.     2_2  liberators  A 
hit  WAKE  with  51  tons  on  11  March;  Q0%  of  bombs  in  target  area  started  large  fires; 
AA  fire  was  moderate,  inaccurate.     5  liberators  hit  NAURU  same  date  with  11  tons; 
all  bombs  in  target  area;  AA  fire  heavy;  moderately  accurate. 

A  reconnaissance  unit  occupied  LIB  Island  on  11  March  without  opposition; 
no  Japs  were  present;  flag  raising  ceremony  proclaimed  establishment  of  military 
government  under  Admiral  Nimit2.    UJAE  was  also  occupied  same  date;  of  6  cornered 
Japs  5  committed  suicide  and  1  was  captured. 

Following  artillery,  air,  and  surface  ship  bombardment,  our  ground  forces 
occupied  west  half  of  HAU7JEI  Island,  SEADLER  HARBOR,  on  11  March.     To  date  1432 
Japs  have  been  buried  on  LOS  NEGROS  where  only  patrol  activity  is  reported. 
4  DDs  in  close  support  of  the  landing  on  BAUWEI  shelled  the  east  end  of  the 
island. 

The  situation  on  WILLATJMEZ  PENINSULA  progresses  favorably.     On  11  March 
our  troops  landed  at  ELEONORA  BAY,  NEW  BRITAIN,  against  light  opposition. 
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In  the  TOROKINA  area  SoPac  air  forces  continued  to  heavily  bomb  enemy 
gun  positions  in  the  vicinity  of  our  perimeter.     Intermittent  shelling  of  PIVA 
airfield  continued  throughout  the  day  and  night  of  11  March;  the  shelling  resulted 
in  the  destruction  of  one  CUB  plane,  50  rifles,  and  a  metal smith  shop;  a  radar 
shop  was  damaged  and  the  runways  sustained  12  hits;  casualties  1  killed,  14  wounded. 

JCS  122319  (pink)  directs  procedure  for  the  conduct  of  the  war  in  POA 
against  JAPAN. 

Marshall  120110  outlines  status  of  33rd  and  38th  Inf  Divs,  and  refers  to 
training  policy  for  jungle  and  amphibious  training  prior  to  utilization  outside 
CPA. 


CinCSWPA  (Via  Com  7th  Fit)  131107  (pink)  cancels  FOREARM, 
seizure,  occupation,  and  defense  of  BEEFSTEAK. 


directs 


13  March  (Oahu  date) 


Moderate  land  based  strikes  were  made  on  12  March  againBt  enemy  occupied 
Atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS,  the  heaviest  blows  being  directed  at  JALUIT  (12  tons) 
and  TAROA  (10-|  tons).    Three  Mitchells  hit  KUSAIE  with  3  tons. 

Occupation  of  BUTJU  LUO  ISLAND  (in  S FABLER  BAY  near  MANUS  IS.)  is  reported. 
ComYthFleet  reports  that  the  SEADLER  Coast  from  MOKERAN  Village  (northern  tip  of 
LOS  NEGROS)  to  BEAR  POINT  (north  coast  of  MANUS  IS.  near  BUTJU  LUO)  has  been  oc- 
cupied* 

During  11  -  12  March  226  light  bombers  supported  our  ground  action  in  repel- 
ling the  Japs  from  the  east  TOROKINA  Perimeter  where  liquidation  of  occupied  Jap 
pillboxes  within  our  perimeter  accounted  for  349  dead  Japs.    During  this  phase  of 
Japanese  offensive  action,  they  made  3  major  assaults  against  our  eastern  perimeter. 
Enemy  casualties  were  estimated  to  be  in  excess  of  1,000  dead.    Our  losses  on  10 
March  were  reported  as  22  killed,  187  wounded;  this  brings  our  total  reported 
casualties  for  9-10  March  to  36  killed,  305  wounded. 

In  the  Southwest  Pacific  Area  our  air  forces  have  concentrated  heavily  on 
the  WEWAK,  NEW  GUINEA,  Area. 

JCS  132147  (pink)  directs  transfer  from  SoPac  Area  to  control  of  ClnCPOA 
certain  Marine  Units  assigned  for  the  FOREARM -MERCANTILE  Operations. 

CinCPOA  140144  (pink)  outlines  carrier-attack  plan  in  support  of  HOLLAND IA 
and  operations  in  BISMARCK  Area;  requests  concurrence  of  CinCSWPA  for  employment  of 
CarDiv  22 p  requests  cooperation  of  air  forces  in  SWPA. 


CinCSWPA  (via  Com7thFlt)  140941  (pink)  replies  to  th^ 
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On  12  March  land  based  air  strikes  (under  CTF  57  operating  from  MAJURO 
and  the  GILBERTS)  were  directed  against  JALUIT,  WOTJE  and  MILLE;  the  heaviest 
tonnage  (24$  tons)  was  dropped  on  MILLE.    15  Liberators  operating  from  the 
GILBERTS  dropped  22  tons  on  FONAPE  concentrating  on  the  air  field  area  and  on 
the  ore  plant.    2  Liberators  from  the  GILBERTS  hit  KUSAIE  with  3  tons.  Searchers 
harassed  OROLUK  and  NAURU. 

SA1TDLANCE,  operating  south  of  YOKOHAMA,  reports  1  AE  sunk,  1  AX  probably 
sunk,  and  1  CL  damaged;  this  is  in  addition  to  score  reported  2  March. 

Army  reports  states7  that  Jap  troops  are  now  evacuating  GASMATA  and  TALASEA 
areas  by  overland  routes.    In  the  action  following  the  ELEONORA  BAY  area  landing 
55  Japs  were  killed  and  12  were  captured;  our  casualties  were  unreported. 

Following  a  2  hour  bombardment  by  4  destroyers  in  close  support,  an  Army 
Task  Force  of  2000  men  landed  at  LORENGAU  from  LOS  NEGROS  on  14  March.  The 
first  echelon,  led  by  YM's  sweeping,  consisted  of  1  LST,  1  LOT,  6  LCV's,  10  LCM's, 
6  LVT's.    By  1100  (L)  our  troops  were  half-way  to  LORENGAU  airstrip.  Reports 
indicate  "Perfect  cooperation  between  Army,  Navy  and  Air".    1473  dead  Japs  had 
been  counted  by  the  evening  of  12  March,  with  more  dead  still  uncounted.  An^y 
forces  estimate  2831  enemy  combat  troops  remain  in  the  area.    Another  echelon 
of  1  AK,  7  LST's,  6  DD's  is  due  to  arrive  LOS  NEGROS  on  15  March. 

On  11  March  the  Japs  launched  an  attack  in  force  against  the  northeast 
sector  of  the  TOR OK INA  perimeter.    After  a  slight  penetration  of  our  defenses 
the  attack  was  halted,  and  by  12  March  the  position  was  completely  reestablished 
and  wired;  restoration  was  effected  by  launching  3  counter  attacks  with  tanks. 
Following  the  defeat  of  the  enemy's  attempt  on  9-10  March  to  penetrate  our  east 
perimeter  our  forces  were  busy  on  11  March  mopping  up  that  sector,  with  many 
Japs  reported  killed  during  this  phase. ^ 

 _J-> 

COur  casualties  during  11-12  March  were  reported  as  72  killed,  359  wounded, 
20  missing.    Our  total  casualties  for  the  period  9-12  March  are  108  killed, 
664  wounded,  20  missing;  during  the  same  period  the  Japs  lost  at  least  1173 
killed,  with  this  estimate  not  including  those  killed  beyond  visual  range  of 
our  front  lines. \ 


-Sopac  air  forces  continue  heavily  hammering  Jap  positions  near  our  peri- 
meter.   Jap  artillery  oontinued  its  intermittent  shelling  of  the  PIVA  air  field 
on  11-12  March,  but  its  effectiveness  was  reported  as  being  considerably  reduced 
by  artillery  counter  battery  fire  and  by  bombing.    However,  ComAirSols  reports 
that  on  14  March  the  hostile  artillery  resumed  its  shelling  of  the  PIVA  air  field 
area,  placing  14  shells  on  the  PIVA  "Y"  area,  and  30  on  the  unit  area  causing 
slight  damage  to  the  matting;  this  was  quickly  repaired, 

MacArthur  140845  request  D-day  for  RECKLESS  operation  be  postponed  to 
22  April. 

ComSoPac  AdVon  150538  (pink)  announces  20  March  (east  longitude  date) 
as  D-day  for  seizure  of  BEEFSTEAK. 


CinCPOA  150306  (pink)  queries  re  aircraft  search  operations  in  support 
of  FULLORY.  DECLASSSFIED 
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14  March  (Oahu  date)      -  continued  - 


CinCPOA  150525  (pink)  points  out  that  movement  of  5  Army  Divisions  to  and 
from  Hawaiian  Area  during  March,  April,  May  and  June  presents  certainties  of 
conflict  with  and  hazard  to  mounting  dates  of  CentPac. 


15  March  (Oahu  date)  1 

Admiral  Nimitz  and  members  of  his  staff  returned  to  PEARL  15  March. 

Prior  to  daylight  on  15  March,  11  Liberators  operating  from  KWAJALEIN  hit 
TRUK  Atoll  with  66  500-pound  bombs,  attacking  the  islands  of  DOBLON  and  ETEN 
for  50  minutes.    The  enemy  was  caught  completely  by  surprise  and  was  not  blacked 
out.    Generally  excellent  results  were  obtained ;  seaplane  base  hangers,  ammuni- 
tion dumps,  and  oil  storage  areas  were  hitj  large  fires  resulted.    11  other 
Liberators  belonging  to  the  same  group  intended  to  hit  TRUK,  but  owing  to  weather 
conditions,  hit  alternate  targets,  PONAPE  and  OROLUK;  results  unreported.  During 
the  above  operation,  there  were  no  losses  or  casualties.     In  the  TRUK  area,  our 
planes  encountered  intense  AA  fire  from  ship  and  ground  batteries  with  possibly 
1  fighter  intercepting.    The  enemy  operated  searchlights. 

On  14  March,  10  Dauntless  bombers  hit  JALUIT  with  4^-  tons,  and  12  Mitchell 
bombers  dropped  10  tons  on  WOT JE, concentrating  on  barracks,  aircraft  installations, 
and  the  magazine  area.     The  bombers  probably  operated  from  bases  in  the  GILBERTS. 

CTF  57  reports  that  photos  of  PONAPE  reveal  construction  of  a  new  runway  3 
miles  Sli  of  present  field;  grading  in  progress;  length  estimated  over  3000  feet. 

There  are  no  additional  reports  on  the  tactical  situation  in  the  SoPac  and 
SWPac  areas* 

GominCh  142030  announces  agreement  between  British  Admiralty  and  CominCh  for 
assessment  of  coordinated  attacks  in  which  U.S.  forces  are  involved  with  other 
United  Nations  forces. 

CinCSWPA  (via  Com  7th  Fit)  160614  (pink)  comments  on  utilization  of  SoPac 
search  planes  on  SWPac  airdromes,  replying  to  our  150306  (pink),  March. 

GomAirSoPac  161051  (pink)  comments  on  capabilities  of  searchers  from 
ADMIRALTY'S,  replying  to  our  150306  (pink),  March. 
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Landbaaed  airBtrikes  operating  under  CTF  67  from  bases  in  the  GILBERTS, 
continued  against  TAROA,  WOTJE,  and  MILLE;  WOTJE  received  the  heaviest  tonnage 
(15  tons).    Single  searchers  over  PINGELAP  and  ORULUK  dropped  1^  tons  on  each 
place;  ORULIJK  appeared  deserted,  it  was  reported. 

SILVERS IDES,  operating  south  of  the  PALAUS,  reports  sinking  1  ship  of 
a  4  ship  convoy  on  15  March. 

TAUTOG,  operating  in  the  KURILES,  reports  1  AK  (TAGU  MARU  class)  sunk  on 
13  March,  and  a  sister  ship  left  burning  and  sinking;  obtained  2  torpedo  and 
about  15  shell  hits.    On  night  of  16  March,  she  attacked  a  7  ship  convoy, 
and  believes  that  she  sank  3  ships,  damaged  one,  all  unidentified. 

Reports  from  the  South  Pacific  disclose  that  Jap  offensive  action  con- 
tinues against  the  east  and  northeast  TOROKINA  sectors  of  our  perimeter.  After 
a  3-day  lull  in  the  east  sector,  the  Japs  attacked  in  that  area  on  14  March, 
making  a  slight  penetration;  positions  were  restored  by  a  tank  counter  attack. 
During  the  13th  and  14th,  the  Japs  were  reported  entrenching  themselves  opposite 
our  northeast  sector;  at  noon  on  the  15th  they  made  a  light  attack  in  that  area, 
but  were  repulsed  after  losing  125  killed.    Our  casualties  during  the  period 
13-14  March  are  reported  as  29  killed,  262  wounded;  our  total  casualties  during 
the  period  9-14  March  are  137  killed,  926  wounded,  20  missing;  Jap  losses  are 
estimated  in  excess  of  1325  killed.    Sporadic  shelling  by  Jap  artillery  of  our 
runways  continues.    SoPac  airforces  are  directing  heavy  counter  blows  against 
the  Jap  offensive  measures. 

Both  the  RABAUL  and  KAVIENG  areas  are  being  heavily  beaten  down  by  pound- 
ings by  SoPac  airforces.    On  14  March  large  numbers  of  heavy,  medium,  light, 
and  fighter  bombers  concentrated  on  the  airfields  and  harbors  in  the  RABAUL 
area,  inflicting  severe  damage;  few  Jap  planes  were  in  evidence.    On  the  15th, 
65  dive  and  torpedo  bombers,  staging  through  GREEN  ISLAND,  hit  the  KAVIENG  area. 

The  ADMIRALTY'S  situation  progresses  favorably  with  LORANGAU  airdrome  now 
in  our  hands.    It  is  disclosed  that  the  unit  making  the  landing  in  the  LORANGAU 
area  on  14  March  was  the  2d  Brigade,  1st  Cavalry. 

CominCh  and  CNO  151548  establishes  the  17th  Naval  District,  effective  15 


17  March  (Oahu  date)  f  & 

Landbased  air  strikes  {under  CTF  57)  continued  against  enemy  occupied 
atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS  . 

JACK,  operating  west  of  PHILIPPINES  during  Feb  and  early  Mar  reports 
sinking  on  19  Feb  4  large  new-type  gasoline  loaded  AOs  which  exploded  when 
hit,  and  1  small  Maru;  and  reports  sinking  on  1  Mar  2  AKs;  total  tonnage  sunk 
estimated  as  57,500. 

COD,  operating  north  of  MALAY  BARRIER,  reports  sinking  one  XAO  (7,350) 
on  23  Feb,  1  AK  (2,473)  on  27  Feb,  and  1  Sampan  (30) (by  gunfire),  date  not 
given;  total  tonnage  sunk  estimated  as  9,853. 
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17  March  (Cahu  date)    -  continued  - 


On  16  March  the  Japs  attacked  in  force  against  our  north  perimeter ,To«c*irA, 
effecting  a  slight  penetration,  bjfc  a  counterattack  restored  the  position;  195 
dead  Japs  were  counted;  our  losses  unreported.    Our  casualties  on  15  March  are 
reported  as  15  killed,  76  wounded;  our  total  casualties  during  the  period  9-15 
March  are  152  killed,  1002  wounded,  20  missing.    ComAirSols  reports  that  Jap 
artillery  shelling  of  our  perimeter  airfields  was  much  reduced  during  the  24- 
hour  period  ending  17  March;  however,  1  shell  hit  a  small  bomb  dump  east  of  the 
PIVA  "UM  strip,  the  dump  being  15%  destroyed.    Heavy  air  support  of  our  ground 
forces  continues. 


In  the  ADMIRALTY'S  our  ground  forces  were  reported  to  be  closing  in  on 
LORANGAU  VILLAGE. 


In  the  SWPac  our  planes  struck  WEWAX  on  16  March  without  meeting  fighter 
interception.    Com  7th  Fleet  reports  that  enemy  air  activity  indicates  that 
army  bomber  and  fighter  reinforcements  have  been  steadily  moved  into  the 
HOLLANDIA  area, 


In  the  Worth  Pacific,  Fleet  Air  Wing  4  made  an  armed  reconnaissance  flight 
over  PARAMUSHIRU-SH IMUSHU  area  on  night  of  16-17  March.    No  pictures  were  taken 
owing  to  a  solid  overcast,  and  a  few  bombs  were  dropped  with  unobserved  damage. 
3  Liberators  from  11th  Air  Force  dropped  18  100-pound  bombs  on  SH IMUSHU  with 
unobserved  results. 

JCS  170809  (pink)  approves  delay  in  RECKLESS  target  date  to  22  April. 

18  March  (Oahu  date)  ~< 

Landbased  air  strikes  (under  CTF  57)  continued  against  EMIDJ  and  TAR OA. 
11  Liberators  operating  from  KWAJALEIN  hit  PONAPE  on  17  March  with  8  tons,  plus 
incendiaries;  many  fires  were  observed.    6  Liberators  started  fires  and  explo- 
sions by  dropping  5  tons  on  KU3AIE. 

LAPON,  operating  south  of  HONG  KONG  reports  sinking  on  17  March  1  AC, 
and  obtaining  3  hits  on  a  loaded  AK. 

CTF  57  122200  reports  progress  of  construction  on  KWAJALEIN  IS,  ROI  IS, 
ENGEBI  IS,  ENTWETOK  IS,  and  MAJURO. 

In  the  TORQKINA  area  there  was  intensive  patrol  activity  around  our 
perimeter,  continuation  of  our  counter-battery  fires,  and  air  and  surface  bom- 
bardment of  hostile  positions  on  17  March;  considerable  activity  a] ong  our  north 
perimeter  indicates  that  the  enemy  is  reorganizing  to  continue  the  attack  which 
was  launched  on  16  March.    Our  casualties  for  16  March  are  reported  as  5  killed, 
117  wounded;  this  brings  our  total  casualties  during  the  period  9-16  March  to 
157  killed,  1119  wounded,  20  missing. 

ComAirSols  reports  that  the  Japs  continue  intermittent  artillery  shelling 
of  our  TOROKINA  fields;  on  18  March  65  shells  dropped  in  the  PIVA  area;  only 
minor  damage  was  sustained. 

jECLASSIFIED 

\utfiority:  EO  12958,  as  amended         ~  continued  " 

'P.  USEUCOM  187  6 


DECLASSIFIED 

^       Authority:  E0 12958,  as  amended 
HQ  USEUCOM 


18  March  (Oahu  date)    -  continued  - 


In  the  ADMIRALTY'S  our  ground  forces  completed  occupation  of  LORANGAU 
Township. 

In  the  Southwest  Pacific  12  Liberators  on  the  night  of  16-17  March 
dropped  bombs  on  the  naval  base  and  factory  area  of  SOERABAJA,  large  fires  and 
explosions  were  observed,    A  reconnaissance  party  at  GASMATA  reports  finding 
numerous  land  mines,  but  states  that  the  enemy  apparently  evacuated  the  area 
one  week  ago.    Heavy  and  medium  bombers  continued  to  concentrate  on  the  WEWAK 
area. 

In  the  North  Pacific  3  Venturas  of  Fleet  Air  Wing  4  completed  successful 
armed  reconnaissance  of  FARAMUSHIRTJ  on  17  March;  pictures  were  obtained,  and 
bombs  and  incendiaries  were  dropped. 

19  March  (Oahu  date)  CX-U\ 

Landbased  air  strikes  (under  CTF  57)  continued  against  enemy  occupied 
atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS.    2  Mitchells  hit  PONAFE  with  2  tons  on  17  March  report- 
ing the  sinking  of  a  small  AK  and  starting  large  fires  on  JAPOTIK  Island. 

On  18  March  BatDiv  7  escorted  by  DesDiv  1  bombarded,  and  LEXINGTON 
escorted  by  DesDiv  28  made  2  carrier  group  attacks  on  MILLE;  results  appeared 
satisfactory;  IOWA  received  two  hits,  estimated  to  be  6"  caliber,  at  about 
15,000  yards  range,  suffering  moderate  damage;  3  men  were  wounded,  none  seriously. 

CTF  57  reports  first  landing  on  the  ENIWETOK  4,000  ft.  airstrip  on  19 
March;  beginning  28  March  it  is  expected  that  2  or  3  heavy  squadrons  will  be  op- 
erating therefrom. 

ComSoPac  ADVON  (pink)  180836  recommends  certain  dispositions  in  support 
of  FULLCRY  operation.    CinCSoWesPao  (Via  Com  7thFlt)  200331  (pink)  replies  to 
foregoing  dispatch. 

CTF  31  reports  that  on  17  March  our  forces  landed  on  EMIRAU  Island  without 
opposition.    ELO  MUSAO  seized  with  slight  opposition.    Wo  casualties  were  reported. 
Unloading  is  proceeding,  but  beaches  are  difficult. 

ComAirSols  reports  that  during  the  night  17-18  March  several  Jap  artillery 
shells  fell  in  the  TQROKINA  area    inflicting  only  minor  damage. 

On  19  March  BatDiv  3  (plus  TENNESSEE)  with  DesRon  25,  covered  by  TG  36.3 
(NATOMA  BAY,  MANILA  BAY,  DesRon  25)  bombarded  KAVIENG  for  3jy  hours.    No' shipping 
was  present  in  the  harbor;  however,  heavy  damage  was  inflicted  on  shore  instal- 
lations.   A  premature  5"  51  Cal.  burst  just  outside  muzzle  wounded  2  seriously 
and  2  slightly  on  the  MISSISSIPPI;  a  second  similar  accident  slightly  wounded 
2  on  the  NEV.'  MEXICO.    Enemy  fire  was  reported  as  ineffective  during  the  approach 
and  none  existed  thereafter,  except  for  occasional  AA  fire.     1080  rounds  of  14" 
HC  and  12,275  rounds  of  5"  were  expended. 
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19  March  (Oahu  date)      -  continued  - 


The  situation  in  the  ADMIRALTIES  progresses  favorably  although  our 
ground  forces  were  still  meeting  resistance  southeast  of  LORANGAU.    The  close 
support  group  of  4  DDs  continues  to  support  our  ground  forces.    As  of  17  March 
the  total  Jap  dead  in  the  ADMIRALTIES  is  reported  as  2000  counted,  with  esti- 
mated 500  more  dead.    It  is  estimated  that  the  total  Jap  forces  remaining  in 
the  area  is  1518,  of  which  600  are  combat  troops. 

There  are  no  additional  reports  of  land  action  in  the  NEW  BRITAIN  area. 
Natives  report  that  the  Japs  remain  in  the  JACQUINQT  BAY  area  but  are  withdrawing 
from  areas  further  west.    They  also  report  that  Jap  subs  are  using  JACQUIN0T  BAY 
area  as  a  hideout  during  daylight. 

5  DDs  conducted  a  strike  against  shipping  along  the  north  NEW  GUINEA 
Coast  in  the  vicinity  of  WEWAK.    They  destroyed  a  small  AK,  a  large  barge  and 
numerous  small  craft,  and  started  numerous  fires  in  the  WEWAK  area  which  were 
visible  for  30  miles. 

0^ 

20  March  (Oahu  date) 


The  usual  air  strikes  were  made  against  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the 
MARSHALLS .    Liberators  operating  from  GILBERTS  bases  dropped  40  tons  on  WAKE  on 
19  March;  owing  to  an  overcast,  most  of  the  bombs  landed  in  the  water. 

B0NEFISH,  operating  in  SOUTH  CHINA  SEA  reports  sinking  a  medium  AK  and 
damaging  a  very  large  AO  on  6  Feb;  and  sinking  a  large  XAO  on  9  Feb.  Estimate 
total  tonnage  sunk,  21,272;  damaged,  19,425. 

The  only  report  on  the  EMIRAU  ISLAND  states,  "Situation  on  shore  satis- 
factory, with  no  opposition  reported". 

MOMOTE  airstrip  on  LOS  MEGROS  is  now  usable  without  landing  mat  for  all 
types  of  aircraft.     Our  ground  troops  continue  mopping-up  operations  in  the 
ADMIRALTIES,  supported  by  close-support  group  of  4  DD's  and  by  air  forces. 

On  18  March  a  merchant  ship,  the  S.S.  ORIENTAL,  struck  a  mine  just  off 
East  ESPIRITU  SANTO;  she  made  port  safely. 

There  are  no  additional  reports  of  land  action  in  the  TOROKINA  area. 

Cominch;  CNO  201301  concerns  NEW  ZEALAND  GOVERNMENT  request  for  release 
of  17,500  men  from  her  armed  forces  to  relieve  manpower  shortage  for  production 
of  essential  war  materials. 

Com  10th  Fit  C&R  181541  establishes  the  ALASKAN  SEA  FRONTIER  Merchant 
Ship  Control  Area  to  replace  NORTHWEST  SEA  FRONTIER  Merchant  Ship  Control  Area, 
effective  15  April  1944. 
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21  March  (Oahu  date) 

Air  strikes  continued  against  enemy  -  occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS. 

CTF  57  reports  completion  of  occupation  of  LAE  Atoll  on  17  March.  A 
reconnaissance  force  departs  for  AIL INGLAPALAP  Atoll  same  date. 

PICUDA  operating  in  YAP-PALAU  Area  reports  sinking  1  6500  ton  AP  on  20 
March  with  2  hits,  and  obtaining  4  hits  on  1  empty  7500  ton  AO  on  18  March,  with 
unobserved  results.    No  landing  field,  construction  -work,  or  aircraft  were  sighted 
at  YAP. 

CinCPac  220356  (Pink)  proposes  that  target  date  for  STALEMATE  be  tenta- 
tively set  for  8  September  1944. 

CinCPOA  220352  relieves  ComSthFleet  of  all  responsibilities  for  adminis- 
tration of  the  Forward  Area  Central  Pacific,  but  he  retains  certain  operational 
control.  ^        -    •  _ 


Rear  Admiral  John  M.  Hoover. detached  as  ComAirxenPac ,  and  detailed  Com- 
mander Forward  Area  Central  Pacific.  ! 

In  the  TO'ROKINA  area  there  was  no  Jap  artillery  shelling  of  our  perimeter 
airfields  during  18-19  March.    Cleaning  up  operations  continued  along  the  east 
perimeter  on  the  18th,  with  90  Japs  reported  killedj  our  casualties  were  17  killed, 
95  wounded,  2  missing.    We  suffered  no  casualties  on  the  17th;  our  total  casualties 
for  the  period  9-18  March  reported  as  174  killed,  1214  wounded,  22  missing;  Jap 
dead  for  the  same  period  estimated  in  excess  of  1610. 

Occupation  of  the  ADMIRALTIES  progresses  favorably  though  resistance  con- 
tinues south  of  LORANGAU.    Parties  from  PTs  went  ashore  at  LONLTJ  (MAHTTS)  and 
recovered  many  naval  documents. 

Following  our  occupation  of  EMIRAIT  Island,  natives  report  that  the  Japs 
evacuated  the  area  about  two  months  ago. 

Reliable  native  reports  indicate  certain  Jap  installations  on  MUSSAU  and 
ELOAUE  Islands;  these  include  2  gasoline  dumps,  manned  radio  station,  2  dual  mount 
guns,  and  a  bomb  dump.    Two  DDs  from  DesRon  47  will  destroy  these  installations 
by  bombardment  commencing  at  1200  L  23  March. 

Southwest  Pacific  air  forces  continue  heavy  bombing  of  the  WEWAK  Area. 
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Air  strives  continued  against  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS. 
Fifteen  Army  and  four  Navy  Liberators  dropped  15  tons  on  PONAPE  on  21  March; 
large  fires  were  started  in  the  "barracks  area.    Two  Liberators  hit  KUSAIE  as 
an  alternate  target)  2  tons  dropped  in  the  warehouse  area  starting  large  fire. 

The  airfield  at  ENIWETOK  ISLAND  is  named  STICKELL  FIELD  in  honor  of  the 
late  Lieutenant  Jolm  Harlan  Stickell,  A-V(N),  USNR,  281816.    Lt.  Stickell  was  an 
outstanding  pilot  and  naval  officer  whose  performance  of  duty  in  repeated  fearless- 
attacks  against  the  enemy  was  an  inspiration  to  personnel  of  his  squadron  and  of 
the  U.  S.  Naval  Service. 

CinCPOA  230126  announces  intention  of  establishing  the  Shore  Based  Air 
Force  Forward  Area  as  a  joint  task  force,  effective  1  May;  nomination  of  Major 
General  Hale  as  TF  Commander  approved. 

CinCPac  222315  designates  Rear  Admiral  M.A.  Mitscher  as  Commander  Fast 
Carrier  Task  Forces  Pacific. 

Operations  on  EMIRAU  ISLAND  proceed  satisfactorily.    All  ships  of  the 
Attack  Group  returned  to  GUADALCANAL  without  incident.    The  Second  Echelon  is 
expected  to  depart  EMIRAU  for  GUADALCANAL  on  24  March.    The  Third  Echelon  will 
depart  GUADALCANAL  on  24  March  and  proceed  to  EMIRAU. 

The  bombardment  by  destroyers  of  Jap  installations  reported  on  MUSSAU  and 
ELOAUE  (summary  21  Mar.)  was  carried  out  on  23  March  (L)  as  scheduled.    Target  areas 
on  ELOAUE  were  thoroughly  covered  at  ranges  fr  om  3500  to  4000  yards;  500  rounds  were 
expended;  owing  to  dense  vegetation,  no  evidence  of  destruction  was  visible  from 
ships  or  spotting  plane.    On  MUSSAU  ISLAND  it  was  estimated  that  160  drums  of  gaso- 
line were  destroyed;  166  rounds  were  expended. 

In- the  T0R0KINA  Perimeter  Area  there  is  no  report  to  indicate  that  the 
ground  situation  has  changed.    SoPac  air  forces  continue  to  heavily  pound  Jap 
installations  near  our  r>erimeter. 

In  the  Southwest  Pacific,  there  are  no  reports  to  indicate  change  in  the 
tactical  situation.    Total  enemy  casualties  in  the  ADMIRALTIES  Operation  reported 
as  2,076  dead*    Report  o  Casualties  to  include  March  20  in  the  NEW  BRITAIN  Area 
is  as  follows:    GLOUCESTER-REIN  BAY  -  3,686  dead,  75  prisoners;  ELEANORA  BAY  - 
149  killed,  38  prisoners;  T ALASEA  -  141  dead,  13  prisoners;  AFAWE  -  371  dead,  3 
prisoners,  100  found  dead.     In  the  SAIDOR  Area  of  NEW  GUINEA,  a  patrol  found  200 
enemy  dead  south  of  SAIDOR. 

6>  .v 


22  March  (Oahu  date) 


DECLASSIFIED 

^uffloiitv:  E0 12958,  as  amended 

HQ  USEUCOM 


1880 


DECLASSIFIED  ^ 
Authority:  E0  12958,  as  amended 

23  March  (Oahu  date)         *  USEUC0M 

Air  strikes  continued  against  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS , 
dropping  from  6  to  8  tons  each  on  WOTJE,  TARDA,  and  EMIDJj  8  Corsairs  and  2 
Mitchells  performed  two  missions  each,  rearming  at  MAJURO,  and  dropped  a  total 
of  11^  tons  on  MILLE,  where  for  the  3rd  straight  day  no  AA  fire  was  encountered. 


TUNNY  operating  west  of  the  PALAUS  reports  2  Mark  14  hits  on  an  I-Class 
sub  on  23  March.     Prior  to  this  action  she  obtained  1  and  3  hits  respectively 
in  two  large  Marus,  probably  AO's.    3  out  of  4  Mark  18 's  found  their  target  in 
a  MINEKAZE  Type  DD;  after  the  attack  she  received  87  depth  charges  and  3  bombs. 

The  President  has  designated  Rear  Admirals  Willis  A.  Lee  Jr.  and  Mark 
A.  Mitscher  as  Commander  Battleships,  Pacific  Fleet  and  as  a  Task  Force  Com- 
mander, Pacific  Fleet  respectively,  with  rank  of  Vice  Admiral  effective  21 
March  (Quotes  BuPers  222132). 

CominCh  141800  autnorizes  special  arrangements  for  the  exchange  of 
planning  information  between  the  Joint  Staff  Planners  (Wash.  D.C.)  and  the 
U.S.  Members  of  the  planning  staffs  of  theater  and  area  commanders. 

In  the  T0R0KINA  area  Japanese  offensive  action  during  the  period  19-21 
March  has  slackened  considerably.     During  this  period  action  was  limited  to 
extensive  patrol  activity  and  to  patrol  clashes.     No  Jap  artillery  fire  has 
been  received  since  18  ?Iarch.     There  are  some  indications  that  the  eneny  again 
masses  his  forces  along  our  north  perimeter  in  preparation  for  a  resufiption  of 
his  attack.    SoPac  air  and  surface  forces  continue  to  concentrate  on  hostile 
installations  around  the  perimeter.    Our  casualties  durinr  the  period  19-21 
March  are  reported  as  16  killed,  112  wounded,  2  missing.     This  brings  the 
total  casualties  during  the  period  9-21  t.iarch  to  190  killed,  1326  wounded,  24 
missing. 

In  the  Aff.'IitALTIES  the  situation  progresses  most  favorably.     It  is  re- 
ported that  all  known  resistance  on  LOS  ITEOROS  has  been  surrounded  by  the  1st 
Cavalry  Brigade.     On  MANUS  the  enemy  resorts  only  to  defensive  actions  except 
for  light  infiltration  by  suicide  squads. 

Southwest  Pacific  air  forces  continue  to  concentrate  heavily  against 
installations  in  the  WEWAK  area.    An  air  sweep  along  the  coast  started  at 
WEVfAK  and  carried  as  far  as  AITAPE;  along  the  route  barges  and  other  traffic 
wftse attacked.     On  21  March  7  Liberators  without  bombs  executed  a  search  mission 
extending  to,  and  including,  the  HALMAHEHA-CERAM  area.         _  / 

Admiral  Niraitz ,  Rear  Admiral  Sherman,  and  other  staff members  departed 
PEARL  for  BRISBANE,  Afc&Cb^ 

fa** 
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24  March  (Oahu  date) 

Air  strikes  continued  against  enemy  occupied  atolls  in  the  MARSHALLS. 
18  Array  Liberators  staging  from  KWAJALEIN  dropped  49jr  tons  on  WAKE  on  23  March; 
barracks  and  oil  storage  areas  were  the  objectives  of  the  attack;  AA  fire  was 
intense;  one  crewman  was  killed;  5  planes  were  damaged,  though  all  returned  to 
base.  7  Mitchells  operating  from  bases  in  the  GILBERTS  dropped  6  tons  on  the 
barracks  area  of  PONAFE.  3  Mitchells  dropDed  3  tons  on  alternate  target  ANT 
ISLAND. 


On.  23  March  2  dead,  12  seriously  wounded  and  numerous  minor  injuries 
resulted  from  an  explosion  on  ENIWETOK  ISLAND.    This  explosion  of  approximately 
150  tins  of  ammunition  resulted  from  a  fire  of  unknown  origin  aboard  LCT  315 
which  was  unloading  at  the  beach. 

In  the  TOROKINA  area  during  the  period  23-24  March  the  Jap  artillery 
placed  one  shell  on  the  PIVA  "Y"  strip  and  12  northeast  of  TOROKINA  strip;  no 
damage  or  casualties  resulted.    There  is  no  report  of  land  action;  air  and 
surface  bombardment  of  enemy  installations  continues. 

During  air  operations  over  RABAUL  and  KAVIENG  areas  on  23  March,  all 
air  strips  in  those  areas  reported  unserviceable  except  one  at  KAVIENG.  Planes 
over  the  RABAUL  area  encountered  small  white  parachutes  with  dangling  wiresj  o<*i€L 
nicked  the  propeller  of  a  plane^Also  observed  were  2  blue  parachutes  with 
suspended  objects  resembling  buckets;  these  were  reported  to  have  been  dropped 
from  planes  although  the  dropping  planes  were  not  sighted.  , 


25  March  (Oahu  date) 


The  usual  air  strikes  were  conducted  against  the  enemy  occupied  atolls 
of  WOTJE,  MALOELAP,  and  JALUIT;  from  6  to  10  tons  were  dropped  on  each  place. 
The  airfield  at  PONAPE  received  7  tons  from  13  Mitchells  operating  from  the 
GILBERTS;  this  force  also  destroyed  a  building  on  ANT  ISLAND. 

POLLACK  operating  against  a  large  convoy  enroute  from  the  EMPIRE  to  the 
MARIANAS  reports  sinking  1  medium  AK  and  1  DD;  probably  sinking  2  large  AK's; 
and  damaging  1  unidentified  ship.    At  2000  GCT  24  March  both  the  POLLACK  and 
the  WHALE  were  attacking  the  convoy;  the  WHALE  results  are  as  yet  unreported. 

A  delayed  report  from  ComSoPac  states  that  in  the  TOROKINA  area  during 
22-23  March  a  Jap  infantry  battalion  made  a  determined  attack  against  our  north 
perimeter;  they  succeeded  in  making  a  shallow  penetration  of  our  lines,  but  the 
attack  was  repulsed  and  our  positions  restored  by  counterattack.    An  estimated 
300  dead  Japs  were  left  inside  our  lines.     Our  casualties  on  22  March  reported 
as  4  killed,  47  wounded,  1  missing;  total  for  period  9-22  March  now  stands  at 
194  killed,  1373  wounded,  25  missing.     Our  ground  forces  continue  to  be  supported 
by  air  and  surface  bombardment. 

The  situation  in  the  ADMIRALTIES  appears  well  in  hand,  although  the  Japs 
continue  to  occupy  a  defensive  position  south  of  LORANGAU.     To  date,  2323  dead 
Japs  have  been  counted;  it  is  estimated  that  about  1000  effectives  remain. 
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25  March  (Oahu  date) 

Southwest  Pacific  Air  Forces  continue  to  hammer  the  TCEWAK  area,  and  are 
meeting  no  fighter  interception  and  but  meager  AA  fire  in  that  area.  Reports 
place  274  Jap  aircraft  in  the  HOLLANDIA  area;  they  are  listed  as  132  fighters, 
45  medium  bombers,  and  97  light  bombers. 

In  the  North  Pacific  3  B-24's  and  5  PV's  executed  an  armed  reconnaissance 
over  PARAMUSHIRU;  results  were  unobserved  and  rather  ineffective  owing  to  adverse 
weather  conditions.  Of  the  5  PV's  participating,  1  crashed  on  take  off,  2  turned 
back  on  account  of  weather,  and  1  failed  to  return.    The  B-24's  returned  safely. 

26  March  (Oahu  date) 

Air  strikes  continued  against  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS. 
On  25  March  13  Mitchells  (VBH)  from  TARAWA  staged  through  ENIWETOK,  and  struck 
PONAPE  with  fragmentation  and  incendiary  bombs.     16  Marine  fighters  from  ENGEBI 
escorted  the  Mitchells.    Of  15  intercepting  Jap  fighters  4  were  destroyed  and  1 
probably  destroyed;  1  Mitchell  was  damaged.    Barracks  and  other  buildings 
pertaining  to  both  the  old  and  the  new  airfields  were  attacked  and  set  afire; 
fighte  rs  strafed  both  fields.    The  new  field  is  inoperative.    Heavy  AA  fire  was 
intense  though  inaccurate.     Our  returning  planes  strafed  UJELANG,  where  new  tent 
activity  was  noted;  there  was  no  AA  fire.    All  planes  returned. 

On  21  March  a  reconnaissance  force  visited  ALINGLAPALAP ;  38  Japs  were 
killed,  3  prisoners  taken;  our  casualties  were  3  wounded.     Occupation  of  EBON 
on  24  March  resulted  in  death  of  16  Japs,  including  1  woman;  1  man  and  2  children 
were  taken  prisoners;  we  lost  2  killed,  8  wounded.    At  HAMU  which  was  occupied 
also  on  24  March,  2  adults  and  4  children  were  taken  prisoners.  . 

HERRING  operating  off  KYUSHU  reports  damaging  a  DD  with  1.  hit  for  3 
torpedoes  fired.  Also  reports  6  misses  on  2  23-knot  DDs  owing  to  low  power 
performance  of  Mk  14  torpedoes. 

In  the  TOROKINA  area  there  has  been  no  Jap  offensive  action  since  22-23 
March.     Our  casualties  for  23  and  24  March  are  reported  as  35  killed,  151 
wounded;  total  for  period  9-24  March  stands  at  229  killed,  1524  wounded,  25 
missing.     Jap  dead  for  the  same  period  estimated  at  2384. 
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Air  strikes  continued  against  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS. 
20  Marine  dive  bombers,  escorted  by  23  fighters,  took  off  from  ROI  and  MAJURO 
on  26  March,  and  hit  170TJE  with  13  tons;  we  lost  one  fighter  plane,  but  the 
pilot  was  rescued. 

12  Mitchells  covered  by  18  Corsairs  staging  from  ENIWETOK  and  ENGBBI 
again  hit  FONAFE  on  the  26th  dropping  12  tons;  of  15  intercepting  Jap  fighters 
9  were  shot  down,  and  3  others  probably  destroyed;  we  lost  one  Mitchell. 

Marshall  262235  (pink)  summarizes  conclusions  and  recommendations  for 
redeployment  of  SoPac  combat  and  service  forces  following  RECKLESS  Operation. 

In  the  TOROKINA  area  only  patrol  clashes  were  reported.     Our  casualties 
on  the  25th  were  8  killed,  43  wounded;  our  total  casualties  during  the  period 
9-25  March  are  237  killed,  1567  wounded,  25  missing.     Because  of  washouts 
caused  by  heavy  rains,  the  PIVA  rtY'1  air  strip  will  be  unserviceable  for  about 
48  hours  from  0800  L  28  March. 


28  March  (Oahu  date)  (  (  i 


There  was  a  continuation  of  air  strikes  against  enemv  occupied  atolls  of 
the  MARSHALLS. 

CTF  57  reports  that  on  24  March  DDs  and  DEs  operating  about  40  miles  south 
of  W0TJE  on  anti-sub  operations  attacked  and  badly  damaged  or  sunk  one  enemy  sub- 
marine; although  no  wreckage  was  obtained,  a  5  mile  fresh  oil  slick  was  observed. 

DuriTT?Kthe  ocCT^pati on  oiLEBON  ofTSi^  March\  the  Japs,  af^ber  raising~~a— wh-tt» 
Xsurrendar,  f  ireoNucithout  warning Nopon  ouK-forceV,  killing \ 


f lagNas  token  o. . 

Marines^-snd  woundirig-  8,L  ci^tc  01.-1.-2.07  ftrwtu  ;  ff«.p»r-r  ^du^  J,      \?e.  ±rc\ 

2  PBY5's  operating  from  a  HEW  GUINEA  base  executed  a  bombing  mission 
against  W0LEAI  on  28  March.     Intense  light  inaccurate  AA  fire  was  recieved  from 
TV0LEAI  and  from  an  estimated  15  boats  in  the  east  lagoon;  each  of  the  2  planes 
dropped  2  half  ton  and  2  quarter  ton  GP  bombs  and  3  clusters  of  incendiaries; 
several  large  explosive  fires  were  started;  the  conflagration  and  explosions  were 
still  continuing  one  half  hour  later  when  the  planes  left  the  area. 

CominCh  and  CN0  282109  dissolves  CarDivs  21  and  23  and  assigns  ships  to 
transport  and  training  duty. 

In  the  TOROKINA  area  there  is  still  an  absence  of  Japanese  offensive 
action  against  our  perimeter;  however,  our  patrols  continue  to  make  hostile 
contact  in  all  areas  around  our  perimeter. 

SoPac  Air  Forces  continue  to  support  the  TOROKINA  ground  forces  and  to 
heavily  pound  the  RABAUL  and  KAVIENG  areas.    All  airfields  in  the  RABAUL  and 
KAVIENG  areas  are  reported  as  unserviceable,  except  the  concrete  runway  at 
VUNAKANAU. 
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Reports  indicate  that  the  situation  in  the  ADMIRALTIES  progresses 
favorably j  an  estimated  890  effective  Jap  troops  remain* 

Southwest  Pacific  air  forces  heavily  bombed  the  WEWAK  and  HANSA  MY 
areas.    The  blow  at  HANSA  BAY  and  the  nearby  island  of  KAIRIRU  was  severely 
curtailed  because  of  adverse  weather;  however,  3  heavy  squadrons  reached  the 
target  and  hit  personnel  and  stores  in  the  area.    On  27  March  4  Liberators 
struck  airdromes  in  the  HOLLANDIA  Area  and  attempted  to  take  picture si  the 
photographic  results  were  unsatisfactory  owing  to  adverse  weather. 


29  March  (Oahu  date) 


Air  strikes  continued  against  the  enemy  occupied  Atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS. 
15  Mitchell's  from  TARAWA,  after  dropping  15  tons  on  JALUIT,  rearmed  at  MAJURO 
and  hit  TAROA  and  MILLE,  respectively,  with  10  tons  and  4  tons;  at  TAROA  large 
oil  fireo  were  started.    3  Mitchell's  also  hit  EMIDJ  with  3  l/3  tons.  20 
Marine  Dauntless  bombers  from  MAJURO,  excorted  by  23  Corsairs  and  Hellcats, 
dropped  10  tons  on  WOTJE,  concentrating  on  heavy  AA  positions  and  radar  stations. 
Again  no  AA  fire  was  encountered  at  MILLE;  none  was  encountered  at  EMIDJ.  AA 
fire  from  TAROA  and  7TOTJE  was  moderate;  from  JALUIT  meager.    No  plane  loss  was 
reported;  two  were  damaged. 

17  Liberators  (underCTF  57)  hit  TRUK  on  28  March.    6  planes  dropped  9 
tons  on  MOEN  ISLAND  starting  1  large  fire  and  several  smaller  ones.    6  planes 
dropped  8  tons  on  ETEN,  results  being  unobserved  owing  to  overcast.    The  re- 
maining 5  planes  have  not  reported  results.    AA  fire  from  each  target  was  in- 
tense, but  inaccurate.    Our  force  incurred  no  damage  or  casualties. 

ComAirSols  reports  a  very  effective  raid  on  ETEN  ISLAND  (TRUE)  on  28 
March  by  20  Liberators  from  PIVA  ( TOROKINA  Area)  dropping  20-30  tons.  200 
direct  hits  were  obtained,  the  majority  being  in  the  shop  and  hangar  area; 
others  on  aprons  and  runway.    49  aircraft  (35  fighters,  4  medium  bombers,  10 
dive  bombers)  on  runway  believed  destroyed.    Photos  showed  16  exploding.  Large 
fires  were  observed  in  hangar  and  building  areas.    AA  fire  was  received  from 
ships  and  islands.    90  Jap  fighters  intercepted  with  aggressive  persistence,  and 
pursued  to  a  point  90  miles  south  of  TRUK*    Uncoordinated  reports  claimed  5  to 
20  enemy  fighters  shot  down.    One  Liberator  was  downed,  possibly  by  an  aerial 
bomb  90  miles  west  of  N0M01.    2  Liberators  crash  landed  GREEN  ISLAND;  4  crewmen 
were  killed  5  wounded.    On  29  March  two  B-24s  hit  DUBLON  (TRUK)  concentrating 
on  oil  storage  areas;  large  fires  which  resulted  were  visible  for  50  miles  with 
smoke  rising  to  8,000  feet. 

A  single  searcher  made  a  low-level  attack  against  PONAPE  with  two  500-lb. 
and  three  100- lb.  bombs,  and  4  incendiary  clusters;  fires  were  started  in  the 
hangar,  radio  station,  and  town  areas. 

TUNNY  reports  attacking  a  BB  leaving  TOAGEL  PASS  (PALAU)  at  290840  OCT, 
and  obtaining  2  probable  hits.    Base  course  of  BB  was  330,  speed  16;  it  was  ac- 
companied by  1  KUMA  CL  and  2  DD's.    A  large  convoy  of  19  miscellaneous  AKs  depart- 
ed PELAU  at  290030  GCT  on  course  310,  speed  9, 

STINGRAY  reports  sinking  GINYO  MARU  type  ship  northwest  of  PAGAN. 

-  continued  -  I  8  8  0 
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29  March  (Continued) 


PICUDA  operating  in  the  MARIANAS  Area,  reports  1  empty  7000  ton  AK 
sunk  on  29  March  with  2  sure,  possibly  3,  hits, 

FLYING  FISH,  operating  in  the  F0R1IOSA-NAHA  Area,  reports  at  301113  OCT 
that  6  hits  sank  a  2000  ton  AK,  probably  sank  a  5000  ton  AK,  and  damaged  a  7000 
ton  AK. 

GAR,  operating  SE  of  PALAU,  reports  picking  up  on  29  March  4  crew  members 
of  a  plane  forced  down  in  the  TF  58  strike;  1  member  went  down  with  the  plane, 

BARB,  operating  eaet  of  FORMOSA,  reports  2  Mk  14  hits  sank  a  SYOWA  Class 
Q-ship  at  RASA  ISLAND  at  1430  GOT  28  March, 

RAY,  operating  in  CHINA  SEA,  reports  1  hit  on  3  March  on  a  large  tanker, 
part  of  a  convoy  of  9  ships  with  3  escorts.    On  18  March  obtained  1,  possibly 
2,  hits  on  a  CHIDORI  type  TB. 

A  reconnaissance  force  occupied  without  opposition  the  Atolls  of  NAM OR IK 
and  KILA  on  about  27  March, 

ComDesDiv  94  reports  bombarding  KAPINGAMARANGI  Atoll  on  28  March,  expend- 
ing 572  rounds  5- inch  and  430  rounds  40-mm. 

In  the  TOROKINA  Area  our  ground  forces  report  that  hostile  forces  have 
been  cleared  from  the  east  sector  with  numerous  dead  Japs  being  found  in  the 
area.    Reconnaissance  patrols  operating  north  of  the  perimeter  encountered  many 
dead  Japs.    There  are  indications  that  the  enemy  has  broken  close  contact  and 
may  be  withdrawing  to  KIETA  (East  Central  BOUGAINVILLE).    Our  casualties  on  26 
March  reported  as  8  killed,  44  wounded;  total  for  the  period  9-26  March  245 
killed,  1611  wounded,  26  missing. 

SoPac  air  forces  continue  their  air  operations  against  the  RABAUL  and 
KAVIENG  areas,  and  in  support  of  the  TOROKINA  ground  forces. 

Southwest  Pacific  air  forces  were  directed  against  WEWAK  and  HOLLANDIA 
on  the  north  New  Guinea  Coast  and  also  against  JACQOIHOT  BAY  south  NEW  BRITAIN 
and  against  GAR  OWE  ISLAND,  north  NEW  BRITAIN  Coast;  7  B-24*s  constituted  the 
force  directed  against  HOLLANDIA.    Reports  indicate  264  planes  (125  fighters, 
96  light  bombers,  43  medium  bombers)  in  the  HOLLANDIA  Area,  , 


50  March  (Oahu  date) 

Usual  air  strikes  continued  against  the  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the 

MARSHALL?, 

Three  Mitchell's,  escorted  by  16  Marine  Corsair's,  made  a  low- level 

attack  against  PONAPE  with  28  100-lb,  bombs  at  292130  GOT;  large  fires  were 
started  in  the  warehouse  area;  no  hostile  planes  were  encountered;  AA  fire 

was  moderate;  neither  our  planes  nor  personnel  incurred  damage. 
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50  March  (Oahu  date)  (Cont'd) 

On  28  March  4  Liberators  struck  ETEN  (TRUK)  with  unobserved  results; 
heavy  AA  fire  -was  meager |  light  AA  fire  intense;  neither  planes  nor  personnel 
incurred  damage.    On  29  March,  19  Liberators  hit  TRUK  with  32  tons  concen- 
trating on  title  islands  of  DUBLON,  MOEN,  FEFAN,  PARAN,  UMAN;  explosions  and 
fires  were  observed  at  DtTBLON;  large  fires  were  observed  on  MOEN  and  UMAN] 
AA  fire  from  all  targets  was  reported  as  moderate  and  inaccurate* 

GAR.  operating  southeast  of  PALAU,  reports  making  a  second  rescue  on 
30  March;  4  plane  crew  members  were  picked  up;  2  others  went  down  with  the 
plane* 

In  the  TOROKTNA  Area  all  reports  tend  to  substantiate  previous  de- 
ductions that  the  enemy  has  abandoned  his  offensive  tactics  against  our 
perimeter  and  withdraws  toward  east  central  BOUGAINVILLE. 

The  situation  in  the  ADMIRALTIES  progresses  most  favorably,  with  no 
contact  with  organised  enemy  forces  of  which  less  than  600  effectives  sur- 
vive*   The  count  of  enemy  dead  in  the  area  stands  at  2,623* 

SoPac  air  and  surface  forces  continue  to  harass  Japanese  concentra- 
tions in  the  BOUGAINVILLE  Area  and  the  air  forces  continue  their  heavy 
pounding  of  the  RABAUL  and  KAVTENG  Areas* 

SoWesPac  air  forces  continue  their  heavy  air  strikes  against  HOLLANDIA* 
On  the  night  of  28-29  March,  4  Liberators  hit  HOLLANDIA  dropping  960  20-lb » 
fragmentation  bombs;  16  planes  were  believed  destroyed  or  damaged*    On  29 
March,  65  Liberators  hit  the  area  with  15,600  free-falling  20-lb*  fragmenta- 
tion bombs.    Conservative  estimates  list  25  enemy  planes  destroyed,  67 
damaged*    Of  40  intercepting  fighters,  10  were  definitely  shot  down,  with 
7  others  probably  shot  down.    We  had  no  losses  on  this  strike*    On  30  March, 
68  Liberators  again  struck  HOLLANDIA  and  CYCLOPS  Areas  with  140  tons  of 
various  types  of  bombs,  including  incendiaries  which  were  carried  by  all 
planes*    A  summary  of  the  strikes  on  29  and  30  March  lists  162  planes  de- 
stroyed on  the  ground  (determined  by  photo)  and  23  definitely  destroyed 
in  the  air,  with  12  other  probables*    Our  loss  for  the  two  strikes  was 
one  fighter* 

On  29  March,  23  medium  bombers  struck  TEDJI  dropping  34  tons  of  500- lb. 
bombs;  the  airstrip  was  rendered  unserviceable. 

On  the  night  of  29-30  March,  1  Liberator  and  3  Catalina's  struck 
WOLEAI  dropping  6j  tons  on  the  runway  and  other  areas*    This  strike  follows 
one  made  the  previous  night  by  2  B-24's  and  2  PBY's  which  was  reported  as 
very  effective* 
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The  usual  land  baaed  air  strikes  continued  on  29  March  against  JALUIT, 
WOTJE  and  MILLE.    12  Mitchells  hit  JALUIT  with  &|  tons,  starting  small  fires. 
WOTJE  was  struck  by  21  Marine  Corsairs  which  silenced  AA  positions?  20  Marine 
Dauntless  bombers  dropped  9  tons  with  unreported  results,  accompanied  by  4 
Hellcats  which  strafed  the  airfield;  1  Dauntless  was  downed  by  AA  fire,  the 
crew  being  rescued  by  a  DD.    6  Marine  Corsairs  placed  3  tons  on  MILLS. 

On  30  March  21  Liberators,  staged  from  ENIWETOK,  dropped  42  tons  on 
TRUK  targets  including  the  MOEN  airstrip  and  barracks,  ETEN  and  DTJBLON;  heavy 
AA  fire  was  weak  and  inaccurate;  large  fires  accompanied  by  delayed  explosions 
were  observed  in  all  target  areas;  2  planes  were  slightly  damaged. 

In  the  South  Pacific  air  forces  continued  to  bomb  Japanese  installations 
on  BOUGAINVILLE,  concentrating  on  the  TQROKIHA  and  NUMANUMA  areas  and  the 
SHORTLANDS  area;  68  SBD  and  TBPs  hit  RABAUL  on  30  March. 

Adverse  weather  conditions  reduced  the  scope  of  Southwest  Pacific  air 
strikes  in  support  of  RECKLESS  on  31  Mar oh.    HOLLANDIA  area  was  not  hit;  however, 
44  B-25's  struck  TADJI  and  AITAPE  areas,  dropping  50  tons  of  quarter- tonners  on 
storage  and  personnel  areas;  fires  were  started,  and  2  large  buildings  were 
demolished.    2  FBY's  attacked  WOLEAI  during  the  night  of  31  March,  dropping  4 
half  tonners  and  4  500-pounders  on  supply  and  personnel  areas;  results  unreported. 
Not  previously  reported  was  a  strike  on  30  March  against  WEWAK  and  TADJI  areas 
by  99  B-25's  and  A-20's,  with  unreported  results. 

Photos  of  WAKDE  on  30  March  show  58  planes  (24  fighters,  13  light  and  21 
medium  bombers).    At  SEWAR  air  strip  (18  mi.  W  of  WAKDE)  there 
and  1  light  bomber. 


1  April  (Oahu  date) 


were  7  fighters 


First  report  on  results  DESECRATE  states  that  TF  58  hit  PALAU  on  29  March 
and  WOLEAI  on  31  March;  TO  58.2  and  58.3  hit  PALAn  on  30  March;  TG  58.1  hit  YAP 
on  30  March.    Complete  reportB  of  our  aircraft  losses  have  not  been  received; 
losses  thus  far  reported  are  8  VF,  11  VB  and  8  VT.    No  damage  from  enemy  air  at- 
tacks was  sustained  on  the  nights  of  28  March  and  29  March.    Reports  also  indicate 
that  many  enemy  aircraft  were  destroyed  and  that  all  ships  present  in  anchorages 
were  sunk  or  damaged.     Three  small/i  ships  were  sunk  at  sea;  1  near  PALAU  and  2 
near  WOLEAI. 

Land  based  air  strikes  continued  against  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the 
MARSrIALLS.    Effectiveness  of  bombing  by  3-25' s  from  TARAWA  is  greatly  increased 
owing  to  their  practice  of  re-arming  at  MAJURO. 

11  Mitchell's  and  14  Marine  Corsair's  hit  PONAPE  on  31  March;  8  tons  were 
dropped  with  unobserved  results. 

Shore  based  aircraft  continue  to  concentrate  against  TRUK.    On  31  March 
14  Liberator's  (CTF  57)  hit  DUBLON  with  24  500-lb.  GP  bombs  and  54  500 -lb.  incen- 
diaries; large  fires  v/ere  started;  antiaircraft  fire  was  inaccurate,  the  light  AA 
rflffi^cjltffHI^  *n*onse  and  ^e  ^eavy  AA  fire  being  meager.    Four  squadrons  of 
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Liberator's  from  SoPac  hit  DUBLON  on  1  April  with  54  tons  of  incendiary  clusters 
and  18  tons  of  high  explosive;  results  unreported, 

tit 

On  30  March  CTF*reports  occupation  of  BIKINI  Atoll;  5  Japs  were  killed. 

ComAirSols  reportB  that  all  enemy  airfields  in  the  BISMARCK  ARCHIPELAGO 
are  now  unserviceable.    South  Pacific  air  forces  continue  their  heavy  attacks 
against  the  RABAUL  Area.    VUNAPOPE  and  RATAVAL  supply  areas  were  heavily  hit. 

In  the  ADMIRALTIES  the  Islands  of  NDRILO  and  KORUNIAT  (immediately  west 
of  the  northwest  tip  of  LOS  NEGROS  ISLAND)  were  occupied  on  1  April  by  our  ground 
troops;  the  successful  landings  were  supported  by  a  squadron  of  PT  boats  in  com- 
pany with  1  AGP  and  1  ASS.    Complete  occupation  of  PITYILU  was  also  reported. 

2  April  (Oahu  date)  Cl/tf^ 

Land  based  air  strikes  continued  against  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the 
MARSHALLS  with  forces  being  direoted  against  MILLE,  EMIDJ,  TAROA  and  WOTJE;  9 
Mitchells  from  TARAWA  hit  TAROA,  then  rearmed  at  MAJORO,  and  struck  EMIDJ. 

On  1  April  6  Mitchells  and  8  Marine  Corsairs  made  a  low  level  attack  (500 
ft.)  against  PONAFE;  4  tons  were  dropped  in  the  barracks  and  service  areas  where 
fires  were  started;  AA  fire  was  meager. 

Strikes  against  TRUE  were  made  by  air  forces  from  both  the  Central  Pacific 
area  and  South  Pacific  area.    22  Liberators  (under  CTF  57)  hit  DUBLONland  ware- 
houses on  the  island  with  144  500  lb.  GP  bombs  and  10  500  lb.  incendiaries; 
large  and  small  fires  were  started  in  the  area;    3  fighters  intercepted;    AA  fire 
was  meager  and  inaccurate.    31  Liberators  (SoPac)  dropped  46  tons  of  high  explo- 
sive and  incendiary  bombs  on  DUBLON,  concentrating  in  the  area  DUBLON  TOWN-TURA- 
TINA  BEACH  (Southern  DUBLON ) ;  considerable  damage  was  inflicted  on  warehouses, 
piers,  and  barges;  one  large  shop  building  was  also  reported  destroyed.  20 
serviceable  fighters  were  reported  on  ETEN;  20  dive  bombers,  3  float  planes,  2 
fighters  and  one  flying  boat  were  reported  on  DUBLON  assembly  area*    The  striking 
force  was  intercepted  by  from  40  to  60  enemy  fighters  which  pressed  their  attack 
for  45  minutes  and  were  reported  to  have  dropped  many  phosphorous  bombs  in  an 
effort  to  destroy  our  bombers.    Of  the  intercepting  fighters,  7  were  destroyed, 
with  2  other  probables.    Our  losses  were  4  Liberators;  the  crew  of  one  was 
rescued  north  of  GREEN  ISLAND. 


POLLACK,  operating  in  EMPIRE  Waters  reports  one  large  AK  probably  sunk 
from  a  very  large  convoy  apparently  proceeding  toward  the  MARIANAS. 

There  is  no  report  of  land  action  to  indicate  any  change  in  the  tactical 
situation  previously  reported. 

SoPac  air  forces  oontinued  their  support  of  our  ground  forces  on  BOUGAIN- 
VILLE, and  their  concentrated  attacks  against  the  RABAUL  and  KAVTENG  areas. 


DECLASSIFIED  _  continued  - 

Authority:  E0 12958,  as  amended 
JQ  USEUCOM 


1889 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  E0 12958,  as  amended  ^ 
HQ  USEUCOM 


2  April  (Oahu  date)    -  continued  - 

Southwest  Pacific  air  forces  were  again  prevented  "by  adverse  weather  from 
making  large  scale  strikes  in  support  of  DESECRATE.    KAIRIRU  ISLAND  was  hit  with 
12  tons i  13  barges  were  destroyed*  and  oil  dumps  and  supplies  were  destroyed. 
128  tons  were  dropped  on  HANSA  BAY  with  unreported  results.    A  SoWesPac  summary 
states  that  of  288  enemy  planes  present  in  the  HOLLANDIA  area  on  the  morning  of 
29  March  practically  all  have  been  destroyed  or  permanently  damaged}  the  5  air- 
dromes  in  the  area  have  been  rendered  temporarily  unserviceable. 


3  April  (Oahu  date)  (7  Cw^-' 

Shore  based  aircraft  (under  CTF  57)  continued  their  strikes  against  enemy 
occupied  atolls  of  the  MARS HALLS  and  against  PONAPE .    After  hitting  JALUIT,  7 
Mitchells  rearmed  at  MAJURO  and  then  struck  TARDA.    The  strike  against  PONAPE 
was  conducted  by  6  Mitchells  which  dropped  36  120-lb  fragmentation  clusters,  36 
100-lb  bombs  and  59  rounds  of  75mm  ammunition;  attack  was  made  at  an  altitude  of 
200  to  500  feet  and  was  directed  against  both  the  new  and  the  old  airfields;  AA 
fire  was  moderate  and  accurate,    there  was  no  interception,  no  planes  or  ships 
were  sighted;  3  of  our  planes  were  slightly  damaged. 

CTF  57  reports  completion  of  reoonnaissance  of  islet  AILTJK  Atoll.  He  now 
labels  as  false  his  report  of  Japanese  firing  from  under  white  flag  of  surrender 
upon  our  occupation  forces  at  EBON  (summary  28  March). 

20  Liberators  (under  CTF  57)  hit  TRTJK  on  the  night  of  2-3  April.  Bombs 
were  dropped  on  ETEN  airfield  and  on  the  DUBLON  seaplane  base;  owing  to  overcast, 
results  were  unobserved.    Several  large  ships  in  the  Harbor  were  reported  to  have 
been  observed  through  the  clouds. 

The  air  strike  against  HOLLANDIA,  which  was  planned  by  Southwest  Pacific 
air  forces  for  3  April,  was  turned  back  because  of  adverse  weather;  instead,  52 
heavy  bombers  concentrated  against  storage  and  personnel  areas  at  WEWAK,  with 
generally  excellent  results;  no  AA  fire  was  encountered,  there  was  no  Jap  inter- 
ception, and  we  suffered  no  losses. 


4  April  (Oahu  date) 


Shore  based  aircraft  (under  CTF  57)  continued  their  strikes  against 
enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHAL LS  and  against  PONAPE.    15  Mitchells, 
after  dropping  15  tons  on  JALUIT,  reamed  at  MAJURO  and  struck  TAROA  with  15 
tonB.    6  Mitchells  making  a  500-foot  low  level  attack  against  PONAPE,  dropped 
3^-  tons  on  the  new  airstrip;  3  planes  were  damaged  and  1  crewman  injured. 

SV/ORDFISH,  operating  N1W  of  the  MARIANAS,  reports  damaging  two  Maru's 
of  a  homeward  bound  5-ship  Jap  convoy. 

BCWIN,  operating  in  the  Southwest  Pacific  Area,  reports  sinking  one 
Maru  and  damaging  one  during  the  period  10-14  March. 

Blue  reconnaissance  forces  which  returned  to  EMIRAU  from  MUSSAIT  report 

the  capture  of  many  enemy  documents,  BOO  pounds  of  radio  gear  and  3  mac  lie 
guns;  they  also  report  the  destruction  of  8  buildings,  a  quantity  of  bombs 
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4  April  (Oahu  date)  (Cont'd) 
and  243  drums  of  gasoline. 

In  the  BOUGAINVILLE  Area,  our  ground  forces  report  the  continued  with- 
drawal of  the  Japs  from  our  north  and  east  sectors  of  the  TOROKIM  Perimeter; 
they  are  being  pursued  by  our  forces;  our  losses  during  the  past  2  days  are 
reported  as  15  killed,  35  wounded. 

Covered  by  PT  boats,  our  forces  from  the  ADMIRALTIES  occupied  without 
opposition  the  Island  of  RAMBUTYO  (30  mileB  east  of  LOS  NEGROS  ).    The  hostiL 
strength  in  the  ADMIRALTIES  is  now  estimated  as  400-450  effectives;  estimated 
Jap  losses  total  2,810  dead. 


5  April  (Oahu  date) 

Shore  based  aircraft  (under  CTF  57)  again  struck  enemy  occupied  atolls 
of  the  MARS HALLS. 

Six  Mitchell's,  escorted  by  7  Marine  Corsair's,  dropped  6  tons  from  500 
feet  on  PONAPE;  hits  were  obtained  on  hangar,  runways  and  installations  of  the 
old  airfield;  AA  fire  was  moderate;  1  Mitchell  sustained  minor  damage. 

On  4  April  20  Liberators  (under  CTF  57),  striking  in  two  waves,  dropped  84 
500-lb.  and  220  100-lb.  incendiaries  on  the  tank  farm  on  DUBLON  ISLAND  andMOEN 
ISLAND;  numerous  fires  were  observed.    Two  Navy  Liberators  on  a  reconnaissance 
mission  over  TRUK  dropped  4  1000-lb.  bombs  which  stratiled  a  tanker  near  MOEN  IS.; 
tanker  was  believed  sunk. 

HALL  (DD  583),  while  searching  for  and  rescuing  a  Marine  fighter  pilot 
shot  down  over  WOTJE,  received  fire  from  at  least  5  shore  batteries  for  a  period 
of  twenty  minutes;  ship  sustained  two  6-inch  shell  hits. 

HADDO,  operating  in  SOUTH  CHINA  SEA,  reports  damaging  2  small  coastal 
freighters  and  1  large  unidentified  ship. 

BOWPIN  (additional  to  report  summary  4  April)  reports  attacking  5  cargo 
ships  escorted  by  2  DD's  in  the  area  south  of  MINDANAO;  with  7  torpedoes  she  sank 
1  large  AK  with  3  hits  and  a  medium  AK  with  2  hits,  damaging  a  3rd  AK  with  2  hits. 
A  summary  of  her  first  4  patrols  shows  sunk  and  damaged  158,110  tons;  fired  113 
torpedoes  for  56  hits;  executed  3  special  missions. 

Adverse  weather  restricted  SoPac  air  forces  to  the  BOUGAINVILLE  Area  where 
targets  in  the  southern  part  of  the  island  and  around  our  TOROKINA  Perimeter  were 
hit.    Photos  of  the  RABAUL  Area  show  1  VF  rjnway  at  LAKUNAI  and  1  VLB  concrete 
runway  at  VUNAKANA  to  be  in  serviceable  condition. 

In  the  Southwest  Pacific  bad  weather  cancelled  all  daylight  strikes  for  5 
April.     On  the  night  of  4  April  11  heavy  bombers  and  4  Catalina's  bombed  the  T/AKDE 
Area;  results  were  reported  as  excellent  with  hits  in  the  plane  parking  areas  at 
each  end  of  the  runway,  in  personnel  areas,  and  on  AA  positions.    During  the  day 
of  4  April  an  unspecified  number  of  heavy  and  attack  bombers  hit  targets  in  the 
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HOLLAND IA  Area;  reports  indicate  heavy  damage  to  many  buildings,  AA  positions, 
possible  coast  defense  gun  positions  and  to  storage  and  fuel  dump  areas;  under 
cover  of  this  strike,  complete  excellent  low-level  oblique  photo  coverage  of  the 
shore  and  terrain  in  the  areas  of  TANAIIMERAH  BAY  and  southwest  portion  of  HUMBOLDT 


6  April  (Oahu  date) 

Results  of  DESECRATE  Summarized: 


1.      Enemy  Losses. 


a..  Planes  -  160  destroyed;  29  probably  destroyed;  25  damaged. 
b_.  Combatant  Ships—  3  DD  destroyed;  1  DD  damaged. 
_c.  Otlier  Ships 

(1)  Sunk:  2  large  AK,  6  medium  AK,  9  small  AK;  3  large  AO;  1  medium  AO; 
1  small  AO;  1  APC;  1  PC;  2  100'-200»  boats;  miscellaneous  small  craft. 

(2)  Damaged:     (Beached  and  burning;  burning;  beached)  -  1  large  AK;  2 
medium  AK;  9  small  AK;  1  medium  AO;  2  small  AO;  1  large  AR. 

d.  Ground  Installations  Destroyed  -  45  large  buildings,  9  hangars;  13  fuel 
dumps;  33  warehouses;  3  barracks;  1  ammunition  dump;  2  radio  stations;  1 
meteorological  station;  2  loading  piers;  wharfage;  numerous  small  buildings. 

2.      Our  Losses. 


_a.  Planes 

(1)  Lost  in  Combat  -  10  VF,  1  VFN,  9  VB,  5  VT;  8  pilots,  10  air  crewmen. 

(2)  Lost  Operationally  -  8  VF,  4  VB,  6  VT;  5  pilots,  3  air  crewmen. 
b_.  Ships  -  No  loss  or  damage. 

3.      Miscellaneous  -  FALAU  is  reported  to  be  a  vast  supply  base. 

Shore  based  aircraft  (under  CTF  57)  continued  to  strike  enemy  occupied 
atolls  of  the  MARS  I  [ALLS .    No  AA  fire  was  encountered  at  V70TJE;  that  from  TAROA  and 
EMIDJ  was  meager. 

On  5  April,  PONAPE  was  again  hit  by  6  Mitchells;  80  500-lb.  and  6  100-lb. 
incendiaries  were  dropped  on  the  new  airfield  from  an  altitude  of  500  feet; 
large  fires  resulted;  AA  fire  was  weak. 

On  the  night  of  5-6  April  2©  Liberators  (under  CTF  57)  in  two  waves  struck 
WAKE  with  44  tons  of  bombs  which  were  concentrated  in  the  storage,  maintenance 
and  repair  areas;  fires  were  started  accompanied  by  large  explosions;  AA  fire 
was  meager;  we  suffered  no  casualties. 


-  continued  - 


1892 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority;  E0 12958,  as  amended 
HQ  USEUCOM 


6  April  (Cont'd) 


CTF  57  reports  that  LIKIEP  ATOLL  was  reconnoitered  without  opposition. 
The  occupation  of  UTERIK  was  also  announced;  14  Japs  were  killed  and  1  Marine 
wounded.    This  completes  clean-up  operations  of  the  islands. 

FLYING  FISH  reports  sinking  on  1  April  1  3500  ton  AK  north  of  BORODINO 
ISLAND  (26  IT,  131  E). 

LAP01J  operating  in  SoWesPac  (S.  CHINA  SEA)  reports  sinking  1  large  AO 
(10,000),  1  XAO  (10,020),  1  AP-AK  (3,360),  1  small  AK  (4,000)  for  a  total  of 
32,380  tons;  damaging  1  AK  (7,390)  and  2  Jap  fishing  vessels  by  gunfire  for 
a  total  of  7,490  tons. 

On  5  April  24  Liberators  (from  SoPac)  hit  DUBLON  with  51  tons  of  quarter-ton 
incendiaries  and  CiP*e;  results  were  reported  as  excellent  resulting  in  fires  and 
explosions;  later  arrivals  found  observation  of  target  area  difficult  owing 
to  the  great  amount  of  smoke  from  nunerous  fires;  one  of  our  Liberator's  was  be- 
lieved shot  down  over  the  target. 

SoPac  air  forces  continued  their  strikes  in  support  of  our  TQRCKIKA  ground 
forces  and  against  the  RAB AUL-K AV IENG  Areas. 


7  April  (Oahu  date) 


The  usual  air  strikes  continued  against  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the 
MARSHALLS. 


8  Mitchell's  hit  P0NAPE  on  6  April  dropping  8  tons  on  the  airfields  and  on 
the  Bauxite  Plant;  results  were  unobserved. 

SoPac  air  forces  continued  heavy  strikes  again Bt  the  RABAUL-KAVIENG  Areas. 

RASHER,  operating  in  Southwest  Pacific,  reports  results  of  third  war  patrol i 
fired  38  torpedoes,  obtained  13  hits;  sank  1  AP  (6,893),  1  AP-AK  (6,484),  1  AP-AK 
(4,797),  1  AK  (5,860)  and  1  AP-AK  (4,468)  for  a  total  of  28,502;  damaged  1  AK 
(7.064)  -  grand  total  35,666  sunk  or  damaged. 

On  6  April  a  two-engine  bomber  arrived  undetected  over  SAIDOR  and  dropped 
3  bombs  killing  16,  wounding  34* 

Admiral  Nimitz ,  Rear  Admiral  Sherman,  and  other  staff  members  departed 
PEARL  for  MAJURO. 
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Shore  based  aircraft  (tinder  CTF  57)  oontinued  strikes  against  enemy  occupied 
atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS,  against  PONAPE,  and  against  TRUE.    4  Mitchells  escorted 
by  8  Marine  Corsairs  dropped  16  500  lb  bombs  on  the  old  airfield  at  PONAPE  and 
strafed  the  runway;  AA  fire  was  moderate;  we  lost  2  corsairs.    12  Army  Liberators 
dropped  12  tons  on  DUBLOfl  TOWN,  concentrating  on  wharf  and  fuel  storage  areas; 
2  explosions  resulted.    1  Liberator  dropped  3  tons  on  the  airstrip  at  MOEN. 

At  1200  OCT  April  6  CTF  57  formed  TG  57.8  (EVANS,  HALLIGAN,  HARADEN,  NEWCOMB 
HALL).    This  TG  will  blockade  the  atolls  of  MILLE,  JALTJIT,  1TOTJE  and  MALOELAP 
during  darkness,  retiring  during  daylight.    It  will  continue  "Hunter-killer rt  op- 
erations against  enemy  submarines,  and  will  execute  bombardment  missions  if  direc- 
ted; It  will  base  on  MAJURO. 


SoPac  air  forces  continued  their  strikes  against  hostile  installations  on 
BOUGAINVILLE  and  against  the  RABAOL-KAVIENG  areas. 

PUFFER  operating  in  the  Southwest  Pacific  (SINGAPORE  Area)  reports  sinking 
on  22  Hrcftfti,  1  troop  laden  AP  (15,105  tons);  4  hits  were  obtained  with  6  torpedoes 
fired. 

SoWesPac  air  forces  struck  the  HOLLANDIA  area  with  24  Liberators  dropping 
152  tons  on  storage  and  fuel  areas;  there  was  no  enemy  interception.  Lesser 
strikes  were  directed  against  WEWAK  and  HANSA  BAY  areas.    Single  PBY  searchers 
covered  WOLEAI. 


CinCSWPA  states  that  relief  of  the  1st  Marine  Division  by  the  40th  Infantry 
Division  will  be  undertaken  without  delay,  utilizing  shipping  from  the  South 
Pacific  and  under  the  direction  of  Commander  South  Pacifio. 

9  April  (Oahu  Date) 

Shore  based  aircraft  (under  CTF  57)  continued  to  strike  enemy  occupied 
atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS  and  PONAPE. 


TRIGGER  reports  obtaining  2  hits  in  a  large  loaded  tanker  at  071500  OCT 
in  19-06N,  142-3 IE  (Northwest  MARIANAS). 

SCAMP  reports  2  CAs,  4  CLs,  4  DDs  on  course  055,  speed  22  at  070000  GCT 
in  05-1 8N,  125-50E  (South  of  DAVAO).    The  force  was  covered  by  a  large  air 
umbrella  which  forced  the  submarine  down.    A  later  report  states  that  the  SCAMP 
was  badly  damaged  by  a  bomb  hit  (dropped  by  a  float  plane)  on  a  ballast  tank. 

In  the  BOUGAINVILLE  area  ComSoPac  reports  that  during  the  period  6-7  April 
our  ground  forces  encountered  only  scattered  resistance  east  of  the  TOROKINA 
RIVER,  with  some  Japs  dug  in  on  a  hill  in  this  area;    only  stragglers  were  re- 
ported in  the  hills  northeast  of  the  perimeter.    ComAirSols  reports  that  for  10 
minutes  on  the  morning  of  10  April  (L)  Jap  artillery  dropped  12  shells  on  the 
PIVA  "U"  landing  strip  damaging  11  fighters,  4  being  seriously  damaged.  SoPac 
air  forces  continued  their  strikes  against  hostile  installations  on  BOUGAINVILLE 
and  against  the  RABAUL-KAVIENG  areas. 


(continued) 


1894 


9  April.  (Oahu  Date) 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  E0  12958,  as  amended 
HQ  USEUCOM 


Com  7th  Fleet  reports  that  our  troops  mad©  an  unopposed  landing  on  8  April 
on  PAK  ISLAND  east  of  LOS  NEGROS ,    SoWesPao  air  forces  report  an  effective 
strike  in  the  HANSA  BAY,  WEWAK,  and  TADJI  areas. 

Admiral  Nimitz,  Rear  Admiral  Sherman  and  other  staff  members  returned  to 

PEARL* 

10  April  (Oahu  date) 

Shore  based  aircraft  (under  CTF  57)  continued  to  strike  enemy  occupied 
Atolls  of  the  MARS HALLS  and  PONAPE. 

PAMPANITO  reports  damaging  1  AK  with  2  hits  at  101500  OCT  in  OP-40  11, 
143-28  E  (WOLEAI-GUAM  Area).    Damaged  AK  was  part  of  convoy  consisting  of  2  large 
AK'£,  3  DD's,  1  small  escort  on  course  125.    The  sub  sustained  damage  by  depth 
charges  and  was  forced  to  pull  clear  to  effect  repairs. 

On  the  night  of  8~9  April  a  reconnaissance  party  visited  KITSSAU  ISIAND 
and  found  no  Jap  activity. 

An  intelligence  party  landed  on  NUGARIA  ISLAND  (60  miles  NNE  GREEN  IS. ) 
on  8  April.  Friendly  natives  stated  that  no  Japs  have  been  on  the  Island  for 
several  months. 

ComSoPac  reports  total  count  of  dead  Japs  in  the  TOROKDIA  Area  for  the 
period  8  March  -  8  April  to  be  5,370.    While  report  does  not  summarize  our 
casualties  during  the  same  period,  our  records  indicate  that  our  dead  numbered 
less  than  300. 

SoPac  air  forces  continue  their  attacks  against  enemy  installations  on 
BOUGAINVILLE  and  against  the  RABATTL-KAVIENG  Areas.     One  Liberator  snooper 
started  fires  in  the  DUBLON  warehouse  area;  a  night  fighter  was  evaded. 

On  P  April  3  DCs  bombarded  the  HANSA  BAY  Area,  and  upon  retirement  the 
TTDIGAN  and  MADANG  Areas;  no  shipping  or  enemy  planes  were  encountered.  With- 
drawal was  covered  by  61  Liberator's  which  pounded  the  areas  previously  bom- 
barded by  the  destroyers.    Two  Catalina's  attacked  YifOLEAI  with  unobserved 
results.  / 
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U  April  (Oahu  date) 


Shore  based  aircraft  (under  CTF  57)  continued  to  strike  enemy  occupied 
atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS. 

23  Army  Liberates- 'b  (under  CTF  57)  hit  TRUK  on  10  April  dropping  250 
500-lb.  GP  bombs  on  DUBLON  TCWN,  MOEN  airstrip,  on  PARAM  and  on  several  small 
islands  on  southeast  side  of  Atoll t  1  large  explosion  and  fires  were  reported 
at  DUBLON  TOWN,  and  an  explosion  at  MOEN.    2  Liberator's  were  lost  after  leaving 
the  target}  cause  unknown,    1  Liberator  hit  alternate  target  PONAPB  with  2^  tons. 

SEAHORSE  reports  sinking  2  large  freighters  off  GUAM  enroute  WOLEAI  on  the 
morning  of  7  April;  sinking  another  west  of  and  enroute  SAIPAN  on  afternoon  of 
April  8.    Since  the  latter  date,  sub  has  been  kept  down  by  night  patrols  and 
radar  equipped  destroyers* 

On  10  and  11  April,  Jap  artillery  shells  fired  from  positions  east  of 
TOROKINA  RIVER  fell  in  the  TOROKINA  Area;  1  plane  was  slightly  damaged  and  1 
man  was  slightly  wounded. 

ComS opac  reports  considerable  enemy  activity  in  the  area  north  of  SAUA 
RIVER  (3  miles  east  of  TOROKINA  RIVER) }  trenoh  systems  and  shelters  had  been 
established. 

SoPac  air  forces  continued  operations  in  support  of  TOROKINA  ground  forces 
and  continued  strikes  against  RABAUL-KAVIENG  Areas. 

ANGLER  report s  successful  evaouation  from  PANAY  on  night  of  20  March 
(East  longitude  date)  of  48  civilians  (men.  women  and  children)  and  10  service 
personnel.    Condition  of  evacuees  was  reported  as  poor;  they  were  debarked  at 
FREMANTLE. 

SILVERS IDES  operating  frem  Southwest  Paoific  Area  reports  sinking  1  AK 
(4500)  on  16  March  west  of  the  MARIANAS;  b inking  1  AO  or  AK  (3000)  off  north 
NEW  GUINEA  Coast  on  28  March. 

Com7th  Fleet  050623  reports  U.S.  Naval  Base,  MANUS  ISLAND  established  4 
April,  SEADLER  HARBOR,  AEMIRALTY  ISLANDS. 

On  10  April  Southwest  Paoifio  air  forces  hit  the  HANS A  BAY  Area  with 
54  heavy  bombers;  a  total  of  421  1000-lb.  bombs  were  dropped  on  AA  artillery 
positions  and  on  storage  areas.    36  attack  bombers  bombed  and  strafed  AA  artillery 
positions  and  personnel  areas  at  YfEWAK-BOLAM;  this  attack  was  followed  by  strike 
of  46  medium  bombers.    Fighters  making  a  sweep  along  the  north  NEJT  GUINEA  Coast 
sank  10  barges. 

In  the  North  Paoifio  3  Liberator* s  from  the  11th  Air  Force  executed  an 
armed  reconnaissance  over  PARAMTJSHIRO  on  10  April;  13  photos  were  taken:  bomb 
loads  were  dropped  through  overcast  with  unobserved  results. 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  E0  12958,  as  amended 
HQ  USEUCOM 


189^ 


Q  DECLASSIFIED 

Authority;  E0 12958,  as  amended 
HQ  USEUCOM 

12  April  (Oahu  date) 

Shore  based  aircraft  (under  OTP  57)  continued  to  strike  enemy  occupied 
atolls  of  the  f.'ARSHALLS  and  PONAPE. 

Appro*,  io*  « ■ 

FINBACK  reports  attack  on  enemy  oonvoy  north  of  MCLAUGHLIN  BANK'S  hits 
obtained  in  at  least  2  ships;  sub  was  forced  to  submerge  and  was  held  down 
for  2.5  hours. 


In  the  South  Pacific,  FT  boats  operating  near  the  BOUGAINVILLE  Coast 
are  encountering  fire  from  enemy  shore  batteries. 

SoPao  air  forces  continued  operations  in  support  of  our  ground  forces  on 
BOUGAINVILLE  and  continued  to  attack  the  RABAUL-KAVIENG  Areas. 

Southwest  Pacific  air  forces  heavily  attacked  HOLLAND IA  Area  on  11  April 
with  142  bombers  escorted  by  67  fighters.    322  tons  of  bombs  were  dropped  and 
89,000  rounds  of  oaliber  .50  ammunition  were  expended;  quantities  of  stores 
including  fuel,  buildings,  shipping  and  AA  positions  were  destroyed;  1  damaged 
freighter  was  sunk,  another  burned  and  exploded,  and  two  others  were  damaged. 
Of  20  intercepting  fighters,  7  were  definitely  destroyed  with  10  probables i 
we  lost  one  heavy  bomber.    Diversionary  attacks  were  made  against  personnel 
areas  in  the  vicinity  of  WEWAK  and  HANSA  BAY. 

In  the  North  Pacific,  armed  reconnaissance  missions  were  flown  over  the 
PARAMUSHIRO  Area  on  11  April  and  12  April.    On  11  April  3  B-24*s  and  3  PV's 
participated;  on  the  12th,  3  B-24's  and  4  PV's.    Several  good  photographs 
were  taken  and  fires  resulted  when  bombs  were  dropped  in  the  area. 

13  April  (Oahu  date) 

Shore  based  aircraft  (under  CTF  57)  continued  to  strike  enemy  occupied 
atolls  of  the  MARS HALLS  and  PONAPE. 

On  April  13,  21  Liberator's  (CenPao)  and  23  Liberator's  (SoPao)  struck  TRUE, 
concentrating  on  the  Islands  of  DUBLON,  ETEN,  MOEN,  FEFAN,  UMAN  and  PARAM;  there 
was  no  report  of  damage  or  casualties  to  our  force. 

SoPao  air  foroes  continued  operations  in  support  of  ground  forces  and  again 
concentrated  on  the  RABAUL-KAVIENG  Areas. 

Southwest  Pacific  air  forces  executed  a  diversionary  attack  against  the 
WEWAK  Area  on  April  12;  63  heavy  bombers  concentrated  on  the  BUT  and  DAGUA  Areas 
dropping  503  1,000- lb.  bombs  on  personnel  areas  and  AA  artillery  positions. 
Personnel  areas  were  75jS  destroyed;  4  AA  artillery  positions  were  destroyed  or 
heavily  damaged,  2  ammunition  dumps  were  blown  up;  fires  which  were  started  in- 
cluded a  probable  fuel  dump.    33  light  bombers  dropped  126  500-lb*  bombs  on 
TADJI  and  straffed  with  58,000  rounds  of  oaliber  .50  ammunition.    On  the  night 
of  12-13  April,  6  heavy  bombers  attacked  WAKDE  obtaining  hits  in  the  personnel 
area  and  on  the  runway;  1  large  explosion  resulted. 
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Shore  based  aircraft  (under  CTF  57)  continued  to  strike  enemy  oocupied 
atolls  of  the  MARSIIALLS ;  PONAPE  and  KUSAIE  were  also  hit.    At  PONAPE  10  Mitchells 
escorted  by  8  Marine  Corsairs  dropped  9  tons  on  workers  camp  near  the  old  air- 
field, starting  fires  in  the  area;  1  fighter  pilot  was  rescued  after  being  forced 
down.    Piers,  gun  positions  and  warehouses  were  attacked  at  KUSAIE;  at  JALUIT 
12  Mitchells  with  12  tons  caused  a  large  explosion  in  the  magazine  area. 

Fran  141210  GCT  to  141500  GCT  8  to  10  Jap  bombers  flying  at  20,000  feet 
attacked  ENIWETOK.    Four  night  fighters  intercepted  and  claimed  2  enemy  bombers 
destroyed,  with  one  probably  destroyed;  we  lost  2  fighterB.    The  hostile  group 
came  from  and  retired  to  the  southwest .    All  bombs  missed  the  island. 

On  14  April  18  SoPac  Liberators  each  armed  with  6  quarter  ton  bombs  hit 
TRUK.  42  bombs  were  dropped  on  ETEN  and  18  on  PARAM  and  2  smaller  is  lands;  the 
remainder  were  dropped  through  clouds  on  dead  reckoning;  results  were  unobserved. 

In  the  BOUGAINVILLE  area  reports  continue  to  indicate  Jap  activity  in  the 
areas  to  the  east  and  to  the  northeast  of  our  TOROKINA  perimeter,  with  the  enemy 
still  managing  to  employ  his  artillery  against  our  airfields.  At  about  midnight 
on  12  April  (L),  25  Jap  artillery  shells  fired  a  fuel  dump  north  of  the  TOROKINA 
strip;  other  shells  badly  damaged  4  TLBs  and  lightly  damaged  5  other  planes j  one 
man  was  injured. 

SoPac  air  forces  continued  operations  in  support  of  our  ground  forces  on 
BOUGAINVILLE,  and  also  continued  with  their  bombing  of  the  RABAUL  area. 

In  the  North  Pacific  3  PVs  and  3  B-24s  made  an  armed  reconnaissance  of 
PARAMUSHIRU  on  13  April;  results  of  bombing  were  unobserved;  photo*  were  partially 
obscured  by  clouds.    Again  on  14  April  an  armed  reconnaissance  of  the  same  area 
was  carried  out  by  the  same  forces;  results  were  unobserved.    No  planes  were  lost 
on  either  day. 

In  the  Southwest  Pacific  area  air  strikes  against  HOLIANDIA  were  cancel- 
led beoause  of  adverse  weather.    A  Navy  Liberator  attacked  shipping  250  miles 
northwest  of  HOLLAND IA  and  reported  sinking  a  350  ton  fuel  ship  and  a  150  ton 
freighter;  another  150  ton  freighter  was  left  beached  and  burning, 

Advance  Echelon  GHQ  SWPA  opens  at  PORT  MORESBY  at  1800K(-10)  on  21  April; 
Rear  Echelon  opens  at  BRISBANE  same  hour,  same  date. 

BLUEFISH,  operating  in  SOUTH  CHINA  SEA  reports  sinking  one  medium  AO  on 
4  March,  AO  was  sunk  with  3  hits  from  3  torpedoes  in  the  area  northwest  of 
BORNEO. 
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Shore  based  aircraft  (under  CTF  57)  continued  to  strike  enengr  occupied 
atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS  and  PONAPE.    At  the  latter  place,  6  Mitohell's  dropped 
6  tons  on  the  old  and  new  airfields.    Mitchell's  attacked  and  sank  a  small  AO 
near  pOKAPE;  2  escorts  which  accompanied  the  AO  were  beached  on  ANT  ISLAND. 

Single  searoh  planes  hit  NAURU,  PAKIN,  OROLUK  and  ULUL, 

In  the  North  Pacific,  one  11th  Air  Force  Liberator  on  15  April  dropped  6 
100- lb.  bombs  and  10  photo  flash  bombs  on  MATSUWA.    Two  other  planes  dropped 
bombs  by  radar  through  solid  overcast  with  unreported  results* 

SoPac  air  forces  continued  operations  in  support  of  our  ground  forces  in 
the  TOROKINA  Area  and  continued  to  strike  the  RABAUL-KAVIENG  Areas.    On  15  April, 
a  Liberator  snooper  hit  DUBLGN  with  6  500- lb.  magnesium  incendiaries ;  a  terrific 
explosion  and  numerous  fires  were  reported. 

In  the  Southwest  Pacific,  121  bombers  executed  a  very  successful  and  de- 
structive attack  against  TADJI  and  against  the  offshore  islands  in  that  area. 
284  tons  of  assorted  bombs  including  332  one-thousand  pounders  were  dropped  on 
stores  and  personnel  areas;  the  areas  were  also  strafed* 


16  April  (Oahu  date) 


Neutralization  of  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS  by  shore  based 
aircraft  (under  CTF  57)  continued  with  strikes  against  WOTJE,  MILLE,  MALOELAP  and 
JAEDIt. 

16  Army  Liberators  (under  CTF  57)  hit  TRUK  on  16  April  with  32  tons  GP 
bombs  and  6  tons  incendiaries  concentrated  on  MOEN,  DUBLON  and  FEFAN;  explosions 
and  fires  resulted.    2  Liberators  dropped  5§  tons  of  bombs  and  incendiaries  on 
PONAPE,  concentrating  on  PONAPE  TOWN  and  the  old  airfield}  explosions  were  ob- 
served; one  Liberator  was  reported  missing.    15  heavy  bombers  from  South  Pacific 
hit  SATAWAN  with  136  5001b  bombs.    Cloud  conditions  hampered  the  bombing;  however, 
30  hits  were  reported  across  the  center  of  the  dispersal  area  and  in  the  personnel 
area  and  several  on  the  runway,  which  was  rendered  unserviceable;  there  was  neither 
interception  nor  AA  fire. 

SoPac  air  forces  continued  to  support  our  ground  forces  in  the  TOROKINA 
area.  Heavy  bombing  of  the  RABAUL  area  continued  with  193  sorties.  Bombing  of 
less  intensity  was  directed  at  KAVIENG,  BUKA  and  North  CHOISEUL. 

On  15  April  28  squadrons  of  bomb  ers  (SoWesPac)  hit  the  HOLLAND IA  area; 
although  complete  reports  are  lacking,  there  1b  evidence  to  indicate  that  the 
result  of  the  bombing  by  approximately  300  planes  was  most  effective;  buildings, 
jetties,  and  9  store  dumps  were  hit  and  one  small  AK  was  left  burning  in  the 
harbor.    On  the  night  of  14-15  April  WAKDE  was  hit  by  5  heavy  bombers  which 
dropped  40  instantaneous  demolition  500  lb  bombs  in  personnel  and  storage  areas 
and  on  the  runway;  fires  and  one  heavy  explosion  reported.    In  the  two  above  op- 
erations there  was  no  interception  and  AA  fire  was  slight.    WAKDE  was  again 
bombed  on  15  April  by  6  Liberators  whioh  dropped  their  bombs  on  the  airdrome;  one 
laree  explosion  resulted.  |  oqq 
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16  April  (Oahu  date)         -  continued 

At  dawn  15  April  12  medium  bombers  escorted  by  11  fighters  struck  the 
KOEPANG  area;  large  fires  resulted. 

Naval  Liaison  Officer  at  BOMBAY,  INDIA  150645  reports  damage  resulting 
from  explosions  on  ammunition  ships  in  the  BCMBAY  area. 

17  April  (Oahu  date) 

Neutralization  of  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  MARS HALLS  (under  CTF  57) 
continued  on  16  April  with  strikes  against  WOTJE,  MILLS,  JALUIT  and  TARDA.  A 
single  searcher  strafed  radio  tower  on  PINGELAP.    Single  searchers  bombed  PAKIN 
and  ANT  Islands,  and  bombed  and  strafed  the  radio  tower  on  ULUL  Island, 

SEARAVEN  reports  sinking  one  medium  AK  on  16  April  in  area  lust  south  of 
the  BONINS, 

THRESHER  bombarded  OROLUK  on  16  April  with  30  rounds;  also  obtained  good 
photo  coverage  of  the  area  at  ranges  of  less  than  1000  yards;  she  struck  a  reef 
of  SATAWAN  with  no  apparent  damage, 

BARB  and  STEELHEAD  report  that  they  coordinated  to  bombard  RASA  Island 
(midway  between  FORMOSA  and  the  BONINS )  on  16  April, 

On  16  April  20  B-24s  (SoPac)  bombed  SATAWAN  Island  dropping  109  500  lb 
bombs;  20-25  hits  were  observed  on  the  runway  and  in  the  personnel  areas.  Other 
SoPac  air  foroes  continued  operations  in  support  of  the  TOROKINA  ground  forces  and 
continued  to  strike  the  RABAUL-BDKA  areas;  single  snooper  hit  KAVIENG.  AStNEW 
IRELAND  airfields  are  reported  unserviceable. 

Of  50  Japanese  troops  reported  intrenched  in  the  area  to  the  east  of  the 
TOROKINA  Perimeter,  43  were  eliminated  on  16  April;  our  casualties  were  6  killed, 
S  wounded. 

Air  strikes  scheduled  by  SoW«sPac  air  foroes  on  17  April  were  cancelled 
owing  to  adverse  weather  conditions;  a  single  search  plane  hit  WQLEAI  dropping 
bombs  on  runway  and  supply  area  causing  explosions  and  fires;  one  Tony  was  sighted 
on  the  runway;  20  Zeros  were  airborne.    On  16  April  24  Liberators  attacked  stores 
and  personnel  areas  on  KAI  Island;  fires  resulted. 

Australian  and  American  land  forces  have  joined  at  BOGADJIM.    Patrols  have 
operated  to  a  point  midway  between  BOGADJIM  and  MA DANG  without  making  enemy  contact; 
natives  report  that  since  10  April  the  Japs  have  been  withdrawing  to  the  westward. 
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Neutralization  of  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS  by  shore  based 
aircraft  (under  CTF  57)  continued  on  17  April  with  strikes  against  WOTJE,  MILLE, 
and  TAROA,    Six  Mitchell's  struck  PONAPE  with  6  tons  concentrated  on  the  old 
airfield  area*    Two  Ventura's  made  a  close  photo  reconnaissance  of  TAONGI  ATOLL 
(300  miles  southeast  of  WAKE);  two  tons  were  dropped  in  the  radio  station  area 
of  the  most  southerly  island.    Single  searchers  bombed  PAKIN  and  ULBL. 

On  17  April  STURGEON  reports  capture  of  2  Japanese  prisoners  hiding  in 
a  motorboat  1  mile  from  a  small  Japanese  craft  which  had  been  thoroughly  shot 
up,  was  awash  and  had  been  abandoned.  ( \ <e-0  "tni   U  of  wakc) 

At  1246  on  18  April  14  B-24's  (SoPac)  hit  SATAWAN  ISLAND}  135  500-lb. 
bombs  were  dropped  on  the  runway  and  revetment  area;  a  large  oil  fire  was  started 
west  of  the  runway.    Partial  photo  coverage  was  obtained.    Air  strikes  by 
SoPac  forces  against  RABAUL  were  cancelled  owing  to  adverse  weather;  instead,  37 
dive  bombers  escorted  by  24  fighters  hit  personnel  and  supply  areas  along  the 
BElSf  BRITAIN  Coast  to  the  east  of  RABAUL.    Other  SoPac  air  forces  continued  sup- 
port of  ground  forces  in  the  T0R0KINA  Area. 

In  the  Southwest  Pacific,  scheduled  air  strikes  by  5th  Air  Force  were 
cancelled  owing  to  adverse  weather.    Heavy  bombers  from  the  13th  Air  Force 
(operating  from  the  ADMIRALTIES)  hit  W0LEAI  on  17  April;  explosions  and  firet 
were  observed  on  the  runway  and  in  the  supply  areas. 

19  April  (Oahu  date) 

Land  based  air  strikes  (under  CTF  57)  continued  with  strikes  on  18  April 
against  MILLE,  JALUIT,  WOTJE  and  TAROA.    PONAPE  was  also  hit  by  6  Mitohell's 
which  dropped  6  tons  on  the  new  and  old  airfields,  and  sank  1  75-foot  boat;  by 
3  Liberator* s  whioh  dropped  3  tons  of  GP  bombs  and  6  tons  of  incendiaries;  and 
by  1  search  plane  which  dropped  3  500-lb.  bombs  on  buildings,  and  strafed  gun 
positions.    One  Liberator  hit  the  runway  area  of  WAKE  with  3  tons. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  19  April,  17  Liberator's  dropped  19  tons  of  GP 
bombs  and  27  tons  of  incendiaries  on  MOEN  barracks  and  airstrip,  and  on  DUBLON 
TOWN  and  OANKO  Areas;  large  fires  were  observed  on  DTTBLON,  as  well  as  numerous 
small  fires  and  explosions;  heavy  AA  fire  was  meager  and  inaccurate. 

HARDER,  operating  WOLEAI-SATAWAN  Area,  reports  sinking  1  FUBUKI  Class  de- 
stroyer on  13  April.    On  17  April,  she  reports  one  hit  on  another  FUBTJKI  destroyer 
and  sinking  one  AK. 

On  19  April  21  SoPac  Liberator's  struck  SATAWAN  ISLAND  with  198  500-lb, 
bombs;  bombing  was  described  as  excellent  with  an  estimated  20  to  30  hits  on  the 
runway  which  was  already  well  oratered;  2  fires  were  started. 

Other  SoPac  air  forces  continued  to  support  our  T0R0KINA  ground  forces,  and 
to  bomb  the  RABAUL-NEW  IRELAND  areas;  the-  large**  concentrated  bombing  against 
RABAUL  was  carried  out  by  56  TBF's  and  SBD's  operating  from  GREEN  ISLAND. 
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Adverse  weather  on  19  April  again  prevented  scheduled  strikes  by  5th  Air 
Foroe  against  WAKDE-HOLLANDIA  Areas.    An  unspecified  number  of  B-24's  hit  MAN OK - 
WARI  and  UTERCM  airdrome  with  unobserved  results.    An  unspecified  number  of  B-25's 
hit  SOR  VILLAGE  (TIMOR)  causing  large  fires. 

Heavy  bombers  from  13th  Air  Force  (from  MANUS)  hit  WOLEAI  on  19  April  for 
the  second  successive  day;  large  fires  resulted;  neither  AA  fire  nor  fighter  inter- 
ception was  encountered. 

In  the  Norte  Pacific,  3  11th  Air  Force  Liberator's  made  an  armed  reconnais- 
sance flight  over  PARAMUSHIRU-SHBTOSHU  Area;  only  1  plane  was  able  to  drop  its 
bombs,  and  results  were  unobserved;  no  photoB  were  taken. 


20  April  (Oahu  date) 

Shore  based  aircraft  (under  CTF  57)  continued  on  19  April  to  neutralise 
enemy  oocupied  atolls  of  the  MARSRALLS  by  striking  WOTJE,  MILLE,  JALUIT  and 
TARDA.    PONAPE  was  also  hit  by  6  Mitchell's  which  dropped  5  tons  on  the  new  air 
field  and  revetments.    Twelve  B-24's  dropped  12  tons  on  WAKE;  reporting  60?S  of 
bombs  in  target  area;  also  a  special  search  B-24  dropped  12  500-lb.  incendiary 
dusters  in  the  fuel  area  on  PEALE  ISLAND  starting  fires.    A  single  searoher 
dropped  two  500-lb,  incendiary  dusters  each  on  UJELANG  ATOLL  and  ANT  and  PAS  IN 
ISLANDS, 


19  April  (Continued) 
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TAMBOR  reports  small  Jap  oraft,  enoountered  northwest  of  WAKE,  was  shelled, 
boarded  and  searched.    The  craft  was  left  afire  and  with  pilothouse  awash.  The 
second  officer  was  taken  prisoner;  all  other  personnel  found  were  killed.    A  pack- 
age of  mail  and  a  green  covered  book  were  recovered.    This  oraft  is  the  same  one 
referred  to  in  the  STURGEON*  s  report  oontained  in  summary  18  April, 

FINBACK  reports  shelling  OROLUK  on  16  April, 

On  19  April,  SoPac  air  forces  concentrated  52  SBD's  and  TBF's  against 
RABAUL,  dropping  35  tons  on  supply  areas  and  gun  positions;  photos  showed  the 
entire  supply  areas  covered  with  smoke  from  many  fires,    22  B-25's  also  hit  the 
RABAOL  area  with  132  500-lb,  bombs,  claiming  destruction  of  25  buildings  in  burn- 
ing out  4  areas.    17  dive  bombers  supported  by  4  fighters  patrolled  the  T0R0KINA 
Perimeter, 


ComSoPao  reports  indicate  that  some  Japs  still  remain  in  the  areas  to  the 
north  and  east  of  our  TORCKINA  Perimeter,  with  patrols  clashing  in  those  areas 
on  18  April.    We  landed  tanks  at  MAYAVIA  (East  sector)  to  support  aotion  against 
an  unestimated  number  of  Japs  in  that  area. 

Scheduled  strikes  by  Southwest  Pacific  air  forces  on  April  20  were  again 
prevented  by  poor  weather;  only  diversionary  strafing  attacks  were  made  along 
the  north  NEW  GUINEA  Coast.    The  13th  Air  Force  (from  MANUS )  sent  3  squadrons 
of  heavy  bombers  against  WOLEAI,  reporting  destruction  of  parked  planes,  damage 
to  runway  and  starting  several  fires, 
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Landings  by  24th  and  41st  Infantry  Divisions  at  TANAHMERAH  BAY,  HUMBOLDT 
BAY  and  AITAPE  were  completely  successful  and  on  schedule  on  22  April  (K).  No 
opposition  was  encountered  at  TANAHMERAH  and  HUMBOLDT  BAY;  only  slight  opposition 
was  encountered  at  AITAPE.    All  LST's  were  on  the  beach  by  0806  (k).    Our  casual- 
ties to  0900  (K)  were  1  killed,  4  wounded;  15  Japs  were  killed  and  100  NEI  natives 
were  captured.    By  1000  (K)  both  sides  of  the  entrance  to  JOTEFA  BAY  had  been 
captured.    The  air  oover  and  naval  bombardment  of  all  beaches  was  reported  as 
excellent;  convoys  arrived  off -shore  without  incident.    No  enemy  air  reaction 
had  been  noted  up  to  noon  22  April  (k). 

Neutralization  of  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS  continued  on  20 
April  with  strikes  (under  OTP  57)  against  WOTJE,  TAR OA  and  JALUIT.    WOTJE  was 
severely  pounded  by  11  B-24«s  and  20  Dauntlesses,  escorted  by  25  fighters,  with 
39§-  tons  causing  large  explosions  and  several  fires  in  the  magazine  areas;  one 
fighter  was  lost.    PONAPE  was  also  hit  by  6  Mitchell's  which  dropped  6  tons  on  the 
old  and  new  airfields;  large  fires  resulted. 

The  atolls  of  ERIKUB  and  AUR  have  been  reoonnoitered  without  Jap  opposition. 
Reconnaissance  of  TJJELANG  is  now  in  progress. 

At  180045  OCT,  5  Army  Liberator's  and  5  Navy  PB4Y's,  under  CTF  57,  executed 
an  armed  reconnaissance  over  the  MARIANAS;  pictures  were  taken  and  21  100-lb. 
bombs  were  dropped  on  TIN IAN  and  SAIPAN.    Numerous  planes  were  seen  on  the  air- 
field; a  new  field  was  under  construction  on  SAIPAN.    8  to  10  ships  (2  possible 
warships)  were  in  TANAFAG  HARBOR  at  SAIPAN.    Of  25  intercepting  fighters,  1  was 
shot  down  with  1  other  probable.    Enemy  radar  pioked  up  the  group  65  miles  out 
and  tracked  during  the  last  26  miles.    One  Liberator  was  missing,  1  PB4Y  was 
damaged. 

From  181600  OCT  to  181830  OCT,  9  Liberator's  (under  OTP  57)  bombed  TRTJK, 
dropping  9  tons  on  MOEN,  ETEN  and  DtJBLON;  76%  of  the  bombs  were  reported  in  the 
target  area. 

In  the  South  Pacific,  24  B-25»s  struck  MATUPI  ISLAND  on  20  April,  dropping 
144  500-lb.  bombs;  large  fires  and  heavy  smoke  resulted.    41  SBD's  and  TBF'e 
(from  GREEN  IS.)  hit  supply  and  personnel  areas  in  KABANGA  BAY;  good  coverage 
was  reported.    Poor  weather  frustrated  other  strikes, 

TheSth  Air  Force  successfully  hit  objectives  in  NEW  GUINEA  on  20  April 
dropping  a*T  tons.    All  four  WEWAK  airstrips  were  rendered  unserviceable  by 
54  heavy  bombers.    The  TADJI-AITAPE  areas  were  thoroughly  bombed  and  strafed  by 
31  heavy,  47  medium  and  71  attack  bombers. 

The  13th  Air  Force  (from  MANUS  ISLAND)  successfully  hit  WOLEAI  on  20  April; 
details  are  not  available. 

An  unspecified  number  of  heavy  bombers  operating  from  DARWIN  attacked  the 
airstrip  on  N0EMF00R  ISLAND;  4  fighters  unsuccessful ly  intercepted. , 
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The  RECKLESS  Operation  progresses  satisfactorily.    By  1242  on  22  April 
(K),  the  TANAHMERAH  Forces  had  reached  a  point  3  miles  south  of  DERAPRE;  our 
casualties  were  2  wounded.    By  1500,  same  date,  the  HUMBOLDT  BAY  Force  had 
occupied  the  east,  west  and  north  sides  of  JABTEFA  BAT}  our  losses  were  5  killed; 
the  Japs  lost  25  killed.    The  AITAFE  Force  had  captured  half  of  the  TADJI  air- 
drome by  early  afternoon  of  22  April  (K);  our  losses  were  3  killed,  14  wounded; 
the  Japs  lost  25  killed  and  15  captured.    On  22  April  (K)  support  of  the  TADJI 
landing  was  furnished  by  attack  bombers}  diversionary  attacks  were  made  by  heavy, 
medium  and  attack  bombers  in  the  WEWAE-HANSA  BAY  areas.    On  23  April  (K)  heavy 
bombers  hit  the  WEWAK  airdromes;  3  squadrons  of  B-24s,  4  squadrons  of  B-25s,  and 
4  squadrons  of  A-20s  hit  the  HANSA  BAY  area;  3  squadrons  of  fighters  provided 
air  cover. 
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Shore  based  aircraft  (under  CTF  57)  continued  on  21  April  to  strike 
enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS;  those  hit  were  MILLE,  MALOELAF,  JALUIT 
and  WOTJE.    PONAFE  was  also  hit  by  5  Mitchells  which  dropped  4  tons  of  bombs  on 
the  runways  of  both  airfields,  and  damaging  installations  at  the  old  airfield. 

TRUK  was  hit  on  21  April  by  6  B-24's  (under  CTF  57)  and  by  21  B-24's 
from  GREEN  ISLAND  (SoPac).    Bombs  were  dropped  on  the  Islands  of  DUBLON,  ETEN 
and  MOEN*    Hits  were  obtained  on  runway  and  dispersal  areas  of  MOEN  causing 
large  fires  and  several  explosions.    Results  of  damage  to  DUBLON  and  ETEN 
had  not  been  determined  at  time  of  report. 

A  search  plane  (under  CTF  57)  destroyed  3  small  AKs  and  damaged  2 
at  RUO  ISLAND  (HALL  ISLAND  Group);  another  search  plane  destroyed  a  small 
AK  and  damaged  a  small  AK  and  a  175  ton  patrol  vessel  at  MURILU  ISLAND  (HALL 
ISLAND  Group). 

SoPac  air  forces  continued  to  strike  RABAUL-East  NEW  IRELAND  Areas;  and 
to  operate  in  support  of  our  TOROKINA  ground  forces;  48  TBPs  and  SBDs  concentra- 
ted against  KAVIENG. 

Other  action  of  SoWesPac  air  forces  included  a  strike  on  21  April  by 
7  PBYs  against  BALIKPAPAN,  and  a  strike,  same  date,  by  15  B-24s  against  N0EMF00R. 

The  MOKERANG  airstrip  on  LOS  NEGROS  Island  will  be  complete  to  8,000  ft. 
by  21  April,  and  will  be  ready  to  receive  the  307th  Bombardment  Group  on  25  April. 

At  191242  OCT  the  liberty  ship  JOHN  STRAUB  (operated  by  Alaska  Steamship 
Company  for  the  account  of  WSA  and  allocated  to  the  Army),  after  a  violent 
explosion,  sank  in  54-15  N,  163-30  W  (100  miles  east  of  DUTCH  HARBOR).  Cargo 
included  9.000  drums  of  80  octane  gasoline  stowed  below  decks,  plus  25,000  drums 
of  diesel  fuel.    The  disaster  was  believed  not  due  to  enemy  action.    15  survivors 
were  picked  up  by  the  USS  ALBUQUERQUE,  which  arrived  on  the  scene  approximately 
10  hours  after  the  ship  sank. 
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Reports  indicate  that  the  RECKLESS  Operation  continues  to  progress  most 
favorably  and  entirely  according  to  schedule  with  only  minor  opposition  being 
encountered  and  with  only  few  casualties  being  Buffered  by  our  forces.  The 
TANABMERAH  BAY  force  haB  advanced  past  FAIPAU  Village  (about  3  miles  inland) 
on  the  road  toward  the  airfield  areas ;  this  foroe  is  being  supported  by  artil- 
lery.   In  the  HUMBOLDT  and  AIT APE  areas  the  land  force  commanders  have  assumed 
command.    The  HUMBOLDT  BAY  foroe  had  no  difficulty  in  reaching  its  first  objec- 
tive phaseline  which  extended  approximately  2-|  miles  inland.    The  AITAPE  force 
has  completed  the  seizure  of  the  landing  strips,  one  of  which  has  been  reported 
ready  for  operation.    To  support  the  attack  in  the  AITAPE  Area,  the  outlying 
islands  of  TUMIEQ  and  SELEO  were  occupied  without  opposition.    TF  58  continued 
to  support  the  operation)  however,  owing  to  negligible  enemy  resistance  and  to 
the  absence  of  suitable  targets,  planes  were  on  a  standby  status  on  Dog  plus  one 
day.    The  force  executed  intermittant  strikes  against  WAKDS  and  SAWAR.    A  olose 
reconnaissance  indicates  that  the  HOLLAND IA  airfields  have  been  abandoned;  many 
wrecked  planes  were  on  the  3  fields.    Coordinating  its  efforts  with  those  of 
TP  58,  the  Fifth  Air  Force  continued  heavy  diversionary  attacks  against  the 
WEWAK  and  HAKSA  BAY  Areas;  a  total  of  193  bombers  dropped  348  tons  of  bombs  and 
expended  150,000  rounds  of  50  caliber  ammunition  and  135  76mm  shells;  all  four 
WEWAK  airstrips  were  kept  unserviceable;  all  escape  routes  from  the  two  areas 
were  heavily  bombed* 

Shore  based  aircraft  (under  CTF  57)  continued  neutralization  of  enemy  oc- 
cupied atolls  of  the  MARS  HALLS  by  striking  WDTJE,  MILLE  and  TAROA.    POfJAPE  was 
hit  by  6  Mitchell's  which  dropped  4§  tons  on  the  LANGAR  ISLAND  barracks  area 
and  on  the  old  airfield;  fires  and  explosions  resulted.    Two  B-24's  having  been 
diverted  from  the  TRUK  strike  hit  FONAFE. 

From  231319  GOT  to  231619  OCT  19  B-24'e  (under  CTF  57)  were  over  TRUK  bomb- 
ing the  airfields  on  ETEN,  MOEN  and  PARAM  ISLANDS;  explosions  and  fires  were 
observed  in  all  areas.    From  221607  to  221741  OCT  17  B-24's  (from  SoPao)  were 
over  TRUK  concentrating  on  the  seaplane  base,  tank  farm  area  and  the  west  and 
oentral  part  of  the  town  on  ETEN*  damage  was  also  inflicted  on  DU3L0N  and  PARAM. 

A  Central  Pacific  search  plane  bombed  the  radio  station  on  U14JL  ISLAND. 
Another  sighted  10  men  in  4  rafts  about  300  mileB  NNE  of  TRUK;  these  are  thought 
to  be  the  crew  members  of  a  missing  B-24;  rescue  operations  are  underway. 

In  the  South  Pacific  adverse  weather  again  restricted  air  operations;  major 
activity  was  restricted  to  the  bombing  of  TALILI  by  21  dive  bombers  (operating 
from  GREEN  ISLAND)  escorted  by  9  fighters  and  to  a  strike  by  24  B-25's  against 
the  island  of  MATUPI.    A  minor  strike  was  made  against  the  TOBERA  airfield. 

Ground  activity  in  the  TORCKINA  area  was  restricted  to  patrol  contacts  in 
the  sector  NE  of  the  perimeter  where  Jap  mortar  and  rifle  fire  was  encountered. 

Other  activity  of  Southwest  Paoifio  air  forces  inoluded  a  strike  against 
the  2  airstrips  on  N0EMFO0R  on  22  April  by  22  B-24's;  and  to  a  strike  same  date 
against  WOLEAI  by  an  unspecified  number  of  B-24's* 
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Ths  RECKLESS  Operation  continues  to  progress  favorably  and  according  to 
schedule.    The  TANAHMERAH  BAY  Force  continuing  its  advance,  reached  a  point  5 
miles  from  the  airdrome  area;  artillery  which  supports  this  force  is  shelling 
CYCLOPS  airdrome,  easternmost  of  the  3  fields.    The  HUMBOLDT  BAY  Force  has  ad- 
vanced to  within  2  miles  of  the  east  end  of  SENT AN I  LAKE.    The  AITAFE  Force  having 
seized  the  landing  strips,  proceeds  towards  the  village  of  AITAPE.    The  island  of 
ALI  which  lies  off  AITAPE  has  been  occupied.    6th  Air  Force  continued  their  diver- 
sionary attacks  in  support  of  RECKLESS  by  heavy  strikes  against  WEVfAK  airdromes, 
and  against  personnel  and  storage  areas  in  the  HANSA  BAY  region.    A  PB4Y  attacked 
3  small  AKs  and  small  craft  on  23  April  killing  many  Japs  and  leaving  2  freighters 
badly  damaged. 

At  1940(K)  23  April  a  single  Jap  plane  bombed  the  landing  beach  in  the 
HUMBOLDT  BAY  area;  serious  fires  which  resulted  were  not  under  control  until  24 
hours  after  the  bombing. 

Owing  to  adverse  beaching  conditions  at  TANAHMERAH  BAY,  3  supply  echelons 
for  that  area  have  been  diverted  to  HUMBOLDT  BAY. 

P-38s  and  P-47s  commenced  operating  from  TADJI  airdrome  on  23  April, 

Delayed  report  of  operations  of  TF  58  on  D-l  states  that  scheduled 
strikes  against  HOLLANDIA,  WAKDE  and  SAWAR  neutralized  all  airfields  in  those 
areas.    101  enemy  planes  were  destroyed  and  17  damaged.    Fuel,  ammunition,  and 
supplies  were  destroyed;  2  AKs,  several  barges,  and  small  craft  were  sunk. 

WHALE,  operating  in  the  EAST  CHINA  SEA  reports  sinking  1  medium  AK. 

Reconnaissance  of  UJELANG  was  carried  out  on  22-23  April;  during  the 
operation  18  Japs  were  killed. 

The  destroyers  BEIJHAM  and  UHLMANN*  while  operating  with  the  ESSEX  80 
miles  southwest  of  PEARL,  collided  at  2150  24  April;  the  UHLMANN  had  both  fire- 
rooms  and  #1  engine  room  flooded;  casualties  were  2  dead,  3  slightly  injured. 

Night  of  23-24  April,  17  B-24s  (SoPac)  hit  TRDKj  results  unreported. 
Weather  continued  to  hamper  operations  of  SoPac  air  forces;  all  scheduled 
strikes  were  cancelled  except  for  2  fighter-bomber  strikes  against  RABAUL. 

At  noon  23  April,  23  Liberators  (SWPac)  attacked  WOLEAI.    Of  25  to  30 
intercepting  planes  17  were  destroyed;  one  B-24  was  lost.    A  pre -dawn  strike  on 
23  April  by  17  B-24s  against  TRDK  oaused  many  fires  and  explosions  on  the  islands 
of  ETEN  and  PARAM. 
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RECKLESS  Operation  continues  to  progress  most  favorably.    The  AITAPE 
Poroe  having  seised  the  airstrips  continued  their  advance  and  oooupied  TADJT 
TILLAGE  on  24  April;  up  to  that  time  the  Japs  had  lost  102  killed  and  17  cap- 
tured; 1  Bquadron  of  P-40 • a  is  now  based  at  the  TAD J I  Airdrome  and  is  furnish- 
ing air  cover  for  the  HOLLAND IA  Operations.    The  HUMBOLDT  BAT  Poroe  has  con- 
tinued its  advance  against  medium  opposition  centered  at  the  northeast  tip  of 
SENTANI  LAKE!  utilising  amphibious  craft  a  force  crossed  the  lake  and  seized 
CYCLOPS  Airdrome  at  1430  (k)  26  April;  during  this  advance  100  Japs  were  killed. 
The  TANAHMERAH  BAY  Foroe  continues  its  advance  to  the  southeast  and  expects  to 
occupy  the  HOLLAND I A  Airdrome  by  April  25  (K).    Scheduled  air  strikes  in  support 
of  RECKLESS  were  weathered  out  on  24  April  except  for  a  strike  by  12  Mitchells 
against  the  suspected  escape  route  leading  westward  from  the  southwest  edge  of 
SENTANI  LAKE.    The  only  enemy  air  action  reported  was  an  attack  by  12  torpedo 
bombers  at  2045  (K)  26  April  against  a  DD  in  position  20  miles  north  of  HU4B0LDT 
BAT}  the  ship  sustained  no  damage. 

Australian  forces  occupied  MADANG  on  the  afternoon  of  24  April  (k)  after 
defeating  small  rear  guard  forces  south  of  the  town. 

A  delayed  report  from  CTF  57  announces  continuation  of  strikes  on  23 
April  against  MILLE,  JALUIT,  TAR OA,  WOTJE  and  PONAPE;  in  addition  TAONGI  Atoll 
was  bombed  and  strafed  by  3  Venturas.    On  the  following  day  strikes  of  greater 
intensity  continued  against  the  same  objectives;  the  heaviest  strike  was  directed 
at  WOTJE  by  23  B-24's,  11  B-26'e  and  23  Marine  Corsairs  which  dropped  a  total 
of  99  tons  and  strafed  with  23,000  rounds  of  ammunition. 

ComPhotRon  3  reports  to  CTF  67  at  252235  (K)  that  photo  coverage  of  GUAM 
was  accomplished.    Airfields  were  observed  on  OROTE  PENINSULA  and  east  of  AGANA 
(a  field  not  previously  reported).    Planes  were  observed  on  both  fields;  fighters 
took  off  from  OROTE,  but  did  not  intercept, 

DRUM,  operating  in  the  Southwest  Pacific  Area  (SOUTH  CHINA  SEA),  during 
March  and  April  reports  obtaining  3  hits  from  24  torpedoes  fired,  and  damaging 
one  large  AK  and  Z  small  AK's  for  a  total  of  11,000  tons. 

On  24  April,  15  B-24«s  (SoPac)  hit  TRUK  with  90  500 -lb.  GP  and  inoendiary 
bombs,  concentrating  against  the  Islands  of  DUBLON,  MOEN,  FEFAN,  UMAN  and  FALO; 
results  were  unobserved  owing  to  undercast.    Other  SoPac  air  foroee  continued 
strikes  against  the  RABAUL  Area  and  against  the  BORPOP  Airdrome,  NEW  IRELAND. 

TOROE INA  ground  forces  clashed  with  an  enemy  force  in  the  sector  3  miles 
east  of  our  Perimeter;  46  JapB  were  killed;  our  losses  were  3  killed,  3  wounded. 

In  the  North  Pacific  an  armed  reconnaissance  by  4  FV's  and  1  B-24  was 
made  over  PARAMUSHIRU  on  24  April;  bombs  were  dropped  and  photographing  was 
accomplished ;  results  were  unobserved. 
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Prom  250941  to  251712  GOT  16  B-24's  (under  CTF  57)  were  over  TRUK,  oonoentra- 
ting  37  tons  of  fragmentation  clusters  against  the  islands  of  PARAM,  ETEN,  MOEN, 
and  DUBLON;  explosions  occurred  on  PARAM  and  DUBLON.    During  the  same  period  3 
B-24*s  dropped  6^  tons  of  fragmentation  clusters  on  the  old  air  strip  and  the  town 
at  POHAPE.    A  single  searcher  bombed  the  new  airfield  on  ALET  ISLAND,  PULUWAT  ATOLL , 
starting  fires* 

TRIGGER  reports  attacking  a  northbound  5-ship,  5-escort  convoy  east  of  PALAD 
on  night  25-26  April;  sadc  4  Marus  and  1  DD;  remnants  of  convoy  headed  back  toward 
MALAKAL  PASS. 

SEAHORSE  reports  attacking  a  4-ship,  4-escort  convoy  at  161515  OCT  SW  of 
TINIANi  sank  1  large  AK.    Also  reports  sinking  1  RO  Clas  submarine  on  20  April. 

BLUEGILL,  operating  in  Southwest  Pacific  Area,  reports  1  positive  hit  and  1 
probable  hit  in  a  MOGAMI  Class  cruiser  at  SONSOROL  ISLANDS  Ll90  miles  SW  of  PALAU) 
at  270100  OCT.    U&U  ^rl^y  £-*6    Jj^C^,  A^.  y^ 

On  the  night  of  25-26  April,  19  B-24's  (SoPac),  staged  from  GREEN  ISLAND, 
bombed  TRUK  ATOLL;  details  are  unreported.    Other  Sopao  air  activities  included 
176  sorties  against  landing  fields  in  the  RABAUL  Area,  10  sorties  against  the 
KAVIENG  Area,  and  28  sorties  against  the  BOUGAINVILLE-BUKA  Area. 

On  25  April,  in  the  North  Paoific  Area,  4  PV»s  and  3  B-24's  made  an  armed 
reconnaissance  over  the  KURILES;  results  were  unobserved. 

No  late  reports  on  progress  of  RECKLESS  have  been  received;  AITAPE  force 
reports  capturing  (on  D-day)  a  radio  station,  13  trucks,  and  many  stores  at  TADJI. 
While  TIM  LEO  ISLAND  was  occupied  without  opposition,  flom7thFleet  reports  that  a 
patrol  met  some  opposition.    A  report  states  that  25  destroyed  planes  were  found 
on  the  TADJI  air  strips.    The  main  air  strikes  scheduled  for  support  of  RECKLESS 
were  cancelled  owing  to  poor  weather;  however,  8  squadrons  of  A-20's  bombed  and 
strafed  the  4  WEWAX  airdromes,  spreading  destruction  and  causing  fires  among  ap- 
parently repairable  planes  on  the  runways;  60  tons  of  500- lb.  bombs  and  100,000 
rounds  of  .50  caliber  ammunition  were  expended.    The  13th  Air  Force  attacked 
WOLEAI,  but  results  were  unreported. 

Australian  land  patrols  found  the  MADANG  air  strip  badly  watered  and  free  of 
Japs  on  23  April.  Investigation  indicates  that  the  enemy  evacuated  the  MADANG  Area 
over  a  month  ago. 

A  search  plane,  operating  on  24  April  10  miles  east  of  SORONG,  Bank  1  SC, 
beaohed  another  and  destroyed  10  troop-laden  barges. 

TF  58  completed  direct  support  missions  on  D  plus  2  Day.    WAKDE  was  neutralised 
each  day  by  daily  bombing  and  by  maintenance  of  fighter  patrol  over  the  area.  All 
bombings  by  planes  of  TF  58  were  directed  by  control  parties  ashore.    The  Task 
Force  has  refueled,  and  stands  by  in  the  general  vicinity  of  Equator-150  E.  Until 
further  directed,  the  force  will  attempt  interoeption  of  enemy  flights  toward  our 
forces,  and  will  provide  cover  against  enemy  surface  forces.    Thus  far,  our  ships 
have  suffered  no  damage. 
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Task  Force  58  announces  plans  for  strikes  against  TRUE,  PONAPE,  and 
SATAWAN  during  its  return  trip  to  the  MARS HALLS  (West  longitude  dates).  The 
force  will  strike  TRUK  from  the  southwest  for  2  days  starting  at  dawn  29  April. 
It  will  bombard  with  cruisers  and  strike  SATAWAN  on  30  April,    It  will  bombard 
with  battleships  and  strike  PONAPE  on  1  May. 

No  activity  by  CenPac  air  forces  was  reported. 

On  27  April  16  B-24s  (SoPac)  hit  TRUK  concentrating  on  the  islands  of 
DUBLON  and  ETEN.    The  DUBLOK  seaplane  base  and  the  central  part  of  "the  town  were 
bombed  effectively,  with  fires  and  explosions  being  observed.    A  large  fuel  fire 
was  started  near  the  ETEN  air  strip.    Other  SoPac  air  force  operations  included 
strikes  against  the  RABAUL-KAVIENG  areas  and  a  fighter  sweep  in  the  BOUGAINYILLE- 
BOTA  area. 


27  April  (Oahu  date) 


A  SoPac  searcher  bombed  SATAWAN  runway;  the  runway  was  observed  to  be 
unserviceable  with  over  30  unrepaired  craters. 

CinCSWPac  considers  RECKLESS  Operation  to  have  been  virtually  completed. 
The  HOLLANDIA  and  TADJI  airfields  are  now  in  our  hands.    An  estimated  1800  Japs 
remain  scattered  throughout  the  area  with  an  effort  being  made  to  escape  to  the 
southwest.    Enemy  air  action  continues  to  remain  negligible. 

Australian  troops  announced  occupation  of  ALEXISHAFEN. 

28  April  (Oahu  date) 

Shore  based  aircraft  (under  OTP  57)  continued  on  26  April  and  on  27  April 
the  neutralieing  air  strikes  against  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS  and 
against  PONAPE. 

On  the  night  of  26-27  April  20  B-24's  (under  CTF  57)  bombed  the  important 
islands  of  TRUK  Atoll,  dropping  30  tons  of  GP  bombs  and  24  tons  of  incendiaries. 
Two  B-24'b  which  did  not  reach  TRUK  bombed  PONAPE. 


In  the  South  Pacific  unfavorable  weather  again  curtailed  air  operations 
on  28  April.    The  only  activities  reported  were  strikes  by  2  squadrons  of  B-25's 
againBt  RAPOPO  and  VUNAPOPE  airfields  in  the  RABAOL  Area. 

On  the  night  of  27  April  the  ET AM IN  (AK  93)  was  seriously  damaged  at 
AITAPE  when  1  of  3  attacking  enemy  planes  dropped  1  medium  bomb  on  the  number  5 
hatch;  1  of  the  attacking  planes  was  shot  down;  we  suffered  8  known  personnel 
casualties.    Com7thFleet  reports  that  on  May  3rd  the  HOLLANDIA  airstrip  (4500 
feet  long)  will  be  ready  for  fighters. 

On  the  night  of  27-28  April  and  during  the  day  of  28  April,  5th  Air  Force 
bombers  conducted  es tensive  and  effective  air  strikes  against  YiAKDE,  SAWAR,  BIAK, 
and  WOLEAI.  11  B-24's  and  21  B-25's  caused  large  explosions  and  started  fires  on 
WAKDE;  many  planes  were  destroyed  on  the  ground.  35  B-25's  and  36  B-24's  heavily 
hit  AA  positions  and  personnel  and  storage  areas  on  SAWAR.  47  B-24*s  started  many 
fires  and  explosions  on  BIAK  where  many  grounded  planes  were  reported  destroyed! 
of  8-10  fighters,  3  were  shot  down  with  2  other  probables.    23  B-24's  bombqdpiQ 
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the  runway  and  dispersal  areas  on  WOLEAI.    Other  air  activity  included  fighter 
sweeps  along  the  NOT  GUINEA  Coast  from  CAPE  CROISILLES  to  WEWAK;  P-3Q 1 a  and 
p-tfy'e  participated. 

Thus  far,  effective  bombing  of  the  WEWAK  Area  has  forestalled  any  enemy 
attempt  to  land  planes  in  that  area;  all  four  airfields  remain  unserviceable. 

The  only  ground  activity  reported  in  the  HOLLANDIA  Area  consisted  of 
sniper  fire  whioh  our  patrols  encountered  from  scattered  enemy  groups. 
Missionaries  report  that  on  22  March  2800  Japs  passed  AITAPE  headed  toward 
WEWAK. 

29  April  (Oahu  date) 

Shore  based  aircraft  (under  CTP  57)  continued  neutralisation  of  enemy 
oooupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHAL LS  by  strikes  against  JALUIT  and  TAROA.  Strikes 
were  also  made  against  PONAPE  and  against  TAONGI • 

18  B-24's  (under  CTP  57)  bombed  the  important  islands  of  TRtlK  ATOLL 
on  the  night  of  28-29  April » 

In  the  South  Pacific  all  air  strikes  against  the  §aJAft<s' area  were  can- 
celled because  of  adverse  weather  on  28  April,    The  only  air  activity  reported 
consisted  of  strikes  in  the  BUKA-B OUGAINVILLE  Area  and  the  uBual  fighter  sweeps 
along  the  coast  of  BOUGAINVILLE.    A  single  searcher  hit  KAVIENG. 

On  29  April,  6  B-24's  and  18  B-25's  bombed  the  WAKDE  Area  and  16  B-25's 
hit  S ARAM I  just  to  the  westward  of  WAKDE.    A-20's  struck  the  WEWAK  Area  and  re- 
ported the  4  airfields  in  that  area  as  still  unserviceable.    A-20,s  also  attacked 
the  SEPIK  RIVER  Area  (60  miles  east  of  WEWAK) •    B-25's  bombed  TIMOR.    On  28  April 
7  B-25's  bombed  JAPAN  ISLAND  (northwest  NET/  GUINEA)  where  16  enemy  planes  were 
destroyed  on  the  ground;  10  Jap  planes  attempted  interception  but  were  unsuccess- 
ful. 

ComTthFleet  reports  that  early  on  the  morning  of  26  April  a  blue  sub 
attacked  a  southbound  convoy  of  7  AK'e  and  8  escorts  off  northwest  tip  of  LUZON 
and  sank  4  AK's  and  damaged  lj  on  the  following  2  days  the  sub  sank  2  trawlers. 
CTG  17.15  (Wolfpack)  reports  an  attack  at  300000  GCT  against  a  ten-ship  convoy 
in  position  18-30  N,  119-20  E  (SOUTH  CHINA  SEA)  and  sinking  2  ships  and  damaging 
3;  the  remainder  of  the  convoy  was  believed  enroute  MANILA. 

On  28  April  planes  from  the  South  Pacific  attacked  2  friendly  PT  boats 
off  the  northeast  coast  of  NEW  BRITAIN;  the  boats  were  sunk  and  2  of  the  attack- 
ing planes  were  shot  down;  several  boat  personnel  were  reported  as  killed  or 
missing;  a  Dumbo  plane  rescued  13  survivors  of  the  2  PT  boats. 

In  the  HOLLANDIA  Area  our  ground  forces  are  encountering  no  opposition 
except  from  scattered  remnants  of  Japanese  forces  which  have  taken  to  the  nearby 
mountains.    Much  war  material  has  been  captured;  this  includes  aircraft  engines, 
and  gasoline.    A  blue  force  landed  at  DAMTA  (10-15  miles  west  of  TANEHMERAH  BAY) ■ 
The  purpose  of  this  landing  was  to  intercept  Japanese  forces  which  are  believed 
to  be  retreating  from  the  HOLLANDIA  Area  via  the  trail  which  leads  from  the 
southwest  tip  of  SENTANI  LAKE  to  the  westward,  thence  northward  to  DAMTA. 


-  continued  -  19  10 


29  April  (continued) 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  E0 12958,  as  amended 
HQUSEUCOM 


Intelligence  estimates  indicate  that  the  enemy  force  intends  to  withdraw  £*n=»n 
SARMI* 

Reports  state  that  the  Jap  forces  have  evacuated  the  60-mile  coastal 
region  which  borders  on  JACQUINOT  BAY.    The  total  enemy  casualties  in  the 
ADMIRALTIES  is  reported  as  3,088  killed.    Our  patrols  are  operating  to  the  north 
of  ALEXISHAFEN  and  have  made  no  enemy  contacts. 


Central  Paoifio  shore-based  aircraft  continued  on  29  April  the  neutraliza- 
tion of  enemy  occupied  atoll*  of  the  MARSHALLS , and  PONAPE.    A  search  plane  re- 
ported damaging  a  probable  Oh  anchored  NE  of  ETEN  ISLAND  (TRTJK);  3  1000-lb  GP 
bombs  were  dropped. 

On  29  April  SoPao  air  foroes  concentrated  with  151  sorties  against  air 
fields  and  supply  areas  in  the  RABAUL  sector;  SBD's,  TBF's  and  B-25's  partici- 
pated.   Fighter  sweeps  were  conducted  along  the  coasts  of  BOUGAINVILLE,  BUKA 
and  NEW  IRELAND.     12  SBD's  patrolled  the  TOROKINA  perimeter. 

BLTJEGILL  reports  attacking  3  ship,  2  escort  oonvoy  in  area  about  250 
miles  W  of  PALAU  on  30  April;  2  or  3  hits  were  obtained;  one  ship  was  left  v 
sinking  and  biasing  furiously.  ^-^tL^  i&aj**-'*'-**-^  tyJjJ%  $A**--~*~>C~  Lj0fc*>.\^(W<) 

Being  again  hampered  by  poor  weather,  the  only  major  air  strike  in  the 
SWPao  area  on  30  April  (K)  was  executed  by  23  B-24's  of  the  13th  Air  Foroe 
against  WOLEAI.    Other  air  activity  included  strikes  by  B-25's  and  A-20's  against 
the  WEWAK  area,  by  P-47 • s  and  F-38's  against  the  HANSA  BAY  area,  and  by  7  B-24's 
against  N0EMF00R.    3  PB4Y's,  reconnoitering  GEELVINK  BAY  area,  were  intercepted 
by  15-18  enemy  fighters  who  attacked  with  aerial  bombs;  6  attacking  planes  were 
shot  down;  2  of  our  bombers  were  damaged. 

Ground  aotlon  in  the  HOLLAND IA-AITAFE  area  continues  on  a  small  scale* 
Of  200  Japs  encountered,  7  miles  SW  of  TADJI,  59  were  killed,  and  the  remainder 
retreated.    An  enemy  strong  point  NE  of  HOLLANDIA  Airdrome  has  been  reduced;  79 
of  150  Japs  were  killed.    The  known  Jap  dead,  to  include  29  April,  totals  970. 
Our  air  transports  are  landing  on  the  CYCLOPS  Airdrome. 

On  29  April  an  Australian  land  patrol  reached  REMPI  RIVER  (7  miles  north 
of  ALEXISHAFEN),  no  enemy  contaot  was  reported. 

Advance  echelon  of  GSQ,  SWPA,  closed  at  PORT  MORESBY  1800  K  1  May;  opened 
same  hour  same  date  at  BRISBANE* 

3  PV's  and  1  B-24  on  29  April  carried  out  armed  reconnaissance  over  the 
KURILESi  results  were  unobserved* 


30  April  (Oahu  date) 
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TF  58' s  strike  on  TRUK  on  29  and  30  April  resulted  in  66  enemy  planes  being 
down^1  and  60  destroyed  on  the  ground;  of  these,  5  were  shot  down  by  ships  gunfire. 
Only  one  Jap  plane  was  encountered  on  the  second  day.    Operating  against  intense 
AA  fire,  and  under  a  low  ceiling,  our  forces  dropped  800  tons  of  bombs  which  caused 
extensive  damage  to  shore  installations;  much  shipping  will  be  required  to  reestab- 
lish the  base.    No  important  ships  were  encountered.    One  submarine  was  believed 
definitely  sunk  by  the  MACDONOUGH  (DD).    Cruisers  bombarded  SATAWAN  for  two  hours 
on  30  April;  except  for  statement  that  bombardment  "caused  havoc",  details  are 
lacking.    Battleships  bombarded  and  our  carriers  hit  FONAPE  on  1  May;  results  are 
unreported*    Our  losses  were  about  20  pilots  and  15  crewmen,  some  of  whom  were 
recovered  by  the  "courageous  and  efficient  TANG  to  whom  we  are  moat  grateful"; 
our  ehips  suffered  no  damage.    On  the  last  day  off  HQLLANDIA  (26  April),  at  the 
convergence  of  Jap  search  areas  from  3  bases,  the  force  shot  down  5  enemy  search 
planes;  Jap  aviation  personnel  with  some  important  papers  were  recovered. 

On  30  April  shore-base  aircraft  (under  CTF  57)  continued  neutralization  of 
enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS .    42  B-24's  hit  WAKE  with  94  tons,  causing 
a  large  explosion  on  the  north  end  of  the  island;  there  was  no  interception;  two 
of  our  planes  were  slightly  damaged  by  AA  fire. 

On  30  April  SoPac  air  forces  flew  139  sorties  against  gun  positions  and 
supply  areas  in  the  RABADL  sector;  SBD's,  TBF's,  and  fighter  bombers  participated. 
62  sorties  (B-25's  and  P-39's)  were  flown  against  BORPOP,  and  other  NEW  IRELAND 
targets.    Fighter  sweeps  were  also  conducted  along  the  B1JKA-B0UGAINVILLE  coasts* 

BLUEGILL  reports  sinking  an  additional  AK  from  the  convoy  previously  re- 
ported {Summary,  30  April)  W  of  PALAU. 

HAKE,  operating  in  SWPac  (S  China  Sea)  during  latter  part  of  March»and 
April,  reports  sinking  2  AO's  for  a  total  of  20,405  tons,  and  damaging  1  6000- 
ton  AK. 

The  5th  Air  Force  on  30  April  continued  aggressive  sweeps  in  the  HANSA  BAY- 
WEWAK  areas,  attacking  bridges,  stores,  and  personnel  areas.    On  29  April  a  PB4Y 
search  plane  obtained  a  500- lb  bomb  hit  on  a  large  AK  off  GEELVINK  BAY;  the  plane 
was  later  forced  down  at  sea. 

Com  7th  Fit  reports  that  increased  fighter  interception  N  of  GEELVINK  BAY 
indicates  arrival  of  numerous  enemy  air  reinforcements  at  Western  NEW  GUINEA  air- 


Our  ground  forces  in  the  HOLLANDIA  -  AITAPE  areas  are  reported  to  be  opera- 
ting against  almost  no  opposition.    The  HOLLANDIA  airfield  will  be  operational  on 
2  May.  > 


fields. 
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SoPac  air  forces,  employing  SBD's  and  TBF's  flew  113  sorties  against  the 
RABAUL  area  on  1  May,  concentrating  against  gun  positions,  runways  and  buildings 
on  TOBERA  airdrome j  2  of  our  planes  were  lost,  and  7  damaged.    12  SBD's  attacked 
gun  positions  on  the  BUKA  coast.    24  P-39 ' s  and  8  P-40's  conducted  fighter  sweeps 
along  the  SE  coast  of  BOUGAINVILLE. 

Heavy  strikes  by  SWPac  air  forces  were  prevented  by  adverse  weather  on 
1  May.    Activity  was  limited  to  coastal  shipping  strikes  by  8  B-25's  In  the  SARMI- 
TAXAR  area,  the  bombing  of  MOKMER  airdrome  (BIAK  IS)  by  2  B-24's..and  to  bombing 
and  strafing  attacks  in  the  WEWAK-KANSA  BAY  area  by  medium  and  attack  bombers, 
and  fighters;  there  was  no  enemy  interception  over  any  of  the  targets,  and  we  suf- 
fered no  loss  of  planes  or  casualties. 

JCS  012144Z  (pink)  establishes  a  basis  for  uniform  understanding  by  all 
concerned  of  the  command  relationships  involved  in  staging,  mounting,  and  opera- 
ting forces  in  one  theater  from  bases  in  an  adjacent  theater. 

JCS  030237Z  (pink)  directs  Stillwell  to  prepare  plans  for  employment  of 
air  forces  under  his  command  to  operate  in  support  of  our  advance  to  FORMOSA  from 
the  MAR IANAS-FALAU-MINDANAO  line  in  February  1945,  by  neutralizing  enemy  air  action 
against  that  advance;  and  to  furnish  such  indirect  support  as  is  practicable  for 
the  attack  on  MINDANAO  in  November  1944;  plans  to  be  coordinated  with  CinCPOA  and 
CinCSWFA. 

CinCPOA  30231 7/54(April)  announces  establishment  MARSHALL  ISLANDS  Sub-Area, 
and  CinCPOA  serial  00039  effective  1  May;  assigns  Rear  Admiral  Alva  Bernhard  as 
Sub-Area  Commander*  J 


Central  Pacific  shore  based  aircraft  continued  on  1-2  May  neutralization  of 
enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS.    On  1  May  18  B-24s  hit  the  major  islands 
of  TRUK  Atoll  with  50§  tons  of  bombs.    On  the  same  date  1  B-24  hit  PONAPE  dropping 
3  tons  in  the  town  area. 

CTF  57  reports  that  daily  reconnaissance  of  NAURU  for  ships  and  planes  has 
been  negative;  photo  of  4  April  showed  construction  at  northern  airfield  to  have 
been  abandoned;  the  2  southern  fields  appear  to  be  operational;  moderate  heavy 
and  intense  medium  AA  fire  has  been  encountered.    The  reconnaissance  of  OCEAN  on 
7  March  was  negative;  no  activity  was  noted  and  no  AA  fire  was  encountered;  search 
planes  will  continue  to  cover  OCEAN  periodically. 

Peterson  Wolf pack  (PARCHE,  BANG,  TINOSA)  operating  south  of  FORMOSA  reports 
at  041315  GCT  the  annihilation  of  a  northbound  convoy  in  a  coordinated  attack 
which  sank  1  AO,  5  AKs,  and  1  DD  and  damaged  2  AKs;  PARCHE  has  10  torpedoes  remain- 
ing; BANG  and  TINOSA  have  expended  all  torpedoes  and  are  departing  from  the  area. 

SKATE,  operating  SE  of  KYUSHU  reports  attacking  an  8500  ton  Maru  at  030822 
GCT,  course  342,  speed  14;  sound  results  indicated  at  least  2  hits  and  the  Maru 
was  believed  to  have  been  sunk,  though  re^u^^gWere  unobserved;  1  large  Maru  with 


3  May  (Oahu  date) 


2  escorts  remain  in  the  convoy. 


-  Continued  - 


as  amended 


1913 


3  May  (Oahu  date)  Co-^tA 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  E0  12958,  as  amended 
HQ  USEUCOM 


GUAYINA,  operating  in  the  BONTNS  area  reports  destroying  1  trawler  by  gun- 
fire on  22  April,  sinking  with  S  hits  one  large  AK  on  25  April,  and  sinking  on 
26  April  with  5  hits  2  medium  Marus.    Submarine  was  depth  charged  without  damage. 
At  040953  OCT  sighted  well  lighted  hospital  ship  heading  NW,  posit  26-45N,  142-30E; 
also  sighted  across  CHICHISHIMA  smoke  from  at  least  3  ships  which  approached  from 
the  northward  and  were  believed  to  have  entered  the  harbor  at  040100  OCT. 

HALIBUT,  operating  WE  of  FORMOSA  reports  sinking  1  medium  AK,  1  ooastal 
mine  layer,  and  1  sampan;  and  damaging  2  medium  Marus;  KBMESHIMA  was  bombarded. 
Action  with  fleet  of  cargo  sampans  wounded  3  men,  1  with  possible  intestinal  wound; 
commanding  officer  suggests  rendezvous  with  surgeon  from  MIDWAY. 

On  2  May  SoPac  air  forces  flew  160  sorties  (92  SBDs  and  TBFs,  24  B-25s,  44 
fighter-bombers)  against  the  airfields  and  supply  areas  in  the  RABAUL  sector. 
38  sorties  (11  SBDs,  27  P-39s)  were  flown  against  targets  in  the  B0UGAINVILLE- 
BUKA  area.    A  fighter  sweep  was  also  made  along  the  east  coast  of  NEW  IRELAND. 
8  SBDs  patrolled  the  T0R0KINA  perimeter. 

On  2  May.SWPae  air  forces  maintained  unserviceable  the  WEWAK  and  BORAM 
airdromes  by  a  strike  employing  23  B-24s  which  dropped  184  1000-lb  bombs;  45  A-20a 
lead  by  4  B-25s  bombed  dispersal  areas  at  these  airdromes  dropping  253  500-lb 
bombs;  supply  dumps  were  hit  and  several  small  fires  started.    Bivouac  and  supply 
dumps  on  KAIRTRU  ISLAND  were  bombed  and  straffed  by  31  A-20s  which  expended  27 J 
tons  of  500-lb  bombs  and  2400  rounds  of  ammunition;  many  buildings  and  huts  were 
hit  and  2  large  fires  were  started.    No  enemy  opposition  was  encountered  in  the 
WEWAK  area.    21  A- 20s  bombed  and  straffed  personnel  and  supply  areas  in  the  HANSA 
BAY  sector.    WAKDE  and  MAFFIN  were  bombed  and  straffed  by  8  B-25s.    P-47s  and 
P-39s  continued  to  patrol  over  the  WEWAK  area;  they  attacked  targets  of  opportunity 
from  HANSA  BAY  to  ULIGAN  HARBOR;  huts,  motor  trucks  and  buildings  were  damaged 


Central  Pacific  shore  based  aircraft  continued  on  3  May  with  neutralization 
of  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  MAR SHALL S  and  P0NAFE.    8  Navy  medium  bombers  hit 
the  southern  airfields  on  NAURU  dropping  8  3/4  tons  of  bombs  on  runways  and  bar- 
racks areas. 

ComBomRonW9  {Commander  Miller)  entered  TRUK  Lagoon  on  29  April  and  dropped 
2  1000-pound  bombs  within  15  feet  of  a  light  cruiser  anchored  northeast  of  ETEN; 
the  cruiser  was  blown  from  the  water,  turned  90°  from  its  original  position,  and 
listed  badly  to  the  starboard;  the  ship  Is  believed  to  have  been  sunk* 

At  050822  OCT  HADDOCK  reports  witnessing  destruction  by  TUNA  of  Jap 
sampan  wbJch  was  enroute  to  WAKE  on  morning  of  4  May;  the  craft  blew  up  immedi- 
ately.   The  HADDOCK  and  TUNA  made  a  thorough  coordinated  search  of  the  floating 
wreckage  which  yielded  numerous  books  and  documents,  some  of  which  are  red 
covered.    Of  prisoners  now  aboard  the  HADDOCK,  1  badly  wounded  may  be  an  officer. 
The  TUNA  suffered  one  casualty  by  drowning.    Prisoners  state  that  the  craft  was 
the  WAOTIKIMA  MARU  (87  tons)  enroute  from  the  BONINS  to  an  unknown  destination. 
It  is  reasonably  certain  that  the  craft  was  unable  to  get  out  a  radio  transmission 
before  sinking.    No  survivors  were  left  EgggSJ&fflfir* 
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On  3  May  SoPac  air  forces  hit  the  BORPOP  airdrome  with  26  SBDs.  MATUPI 
Island  was  struck  by  24  SBDs  and  17  TBFs.    69  sorties  (24  B-26s,  43  Fighter-bombers 
and  2  B-24s)  were  flown  against  airfields  and  supply  installations  in  the  RABADL 
area.    47  sorties  (6  SBDs,  3  B-24s,  38  P-39s)  were  flown  against  targets  through- 
out BOUGAINVILLE.     12  SBDs  patrolled  the  TOROKINA  perimeter. 

REDFIN,  operating  in  SWP  area  (SULU  SEA)  during  April  reports  obtaining 
12  hits  from  20  torpedoes  fired.    The  following  ships  were  sunk:    1  FUBUKI  class 
DD  (1700),  1  large  AO  (10,000),  1  medium  AX  (4000),  1  large  AK  (7500),  and  1  large 
AK  (7190);  total  tonnage  sunk,  30,390. 

HARDER,  operating  in  SWP  area  (GUAM-WOLEAI )  during  April  reports  sinking 
1  FUBUKI  class  DD  and  1  medium  AK  for  a  total  of  5,260  tons.    Another  FUBUKI  class 
DD  was  reported  damaged  and  probably  sunk. 

On  3  May  SWP  air  forces  continued  to  maintain  unserviceable  the  BORAM  air- 
drome by  an  attack  by  17  B-24s  which  dropped  136  1000-lb  bombs.    An  unspecified 
number  of  A-20s  started  very  large  fires  with  resulting  explosions  on  WOM  POINT 
in  the  WEWAK  area.    6  medium  bombers  fired  many  huts  at  the  seaplane  base  on 
KAIRIRU  ISLAND.    B-24s  from  the  13th  Air  Force  bombed  the  airfield  on  BIAK  ISLAND 
causing  large  fires  and  destroying  airplanes  in  the  dispersal  area;  12  enemy  fight- 
ers intercepted  without  damage  to  either  side.    A  reconnaissance  squadron  bombed 
and  strafed  storage  and  personnel  areas  near  the  TOR  RIVER  mouth  and  in  BAFFIN 
VILLAGE  (WADKE  Area).    The  usual  fighter  sweeps  were  conducted  along  the  north 
NEW  GUINEA  Coast. 


4  May  (Oahu  date)  -  Continued  - 


In  the  North  Pacific,  3  FY's  from  Fleet  Air  Wing  4  bombed  PARAMUSBTRU 
through  broken  clouds  at  041245  GOT;  large  fires  and  explosions  were  observed. 

5  May  (Oahu  date) 

Central  Pacific  shore  based  aircraft  continued  on  4  May  with  neutralization 
of  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHAL LS •    On  the  afternoon  of  4  May  an  unusually 
heavy  strike  by  39  B-24*s  dropped  87^-  tons  of  bombs,  the  majority  of  which  were 
concentrated  on  PONAPE  TOVKN  and  in  the  adjacent  dock  area;  fires  and  explosions 
resulted;  1  B-24  is  missing*    Early  morning  of  5  May  10  B-24's  hit  TRTJK  dropping 
30  tons  on  the  major  islands  of  the  Atoll;  1  B-24  is  missing, 

TANG,  operating  on  lifeguard  station  off  TRUK,  on  29-30  April  reports 
having  rescued,  during  those  two  days  of  operations  by  TF  58,  22  downed  airmen; 
11  were  officers  and  11  were  enlisted  men. 


SoPao  FT  boats  operating  along  the  coast  of  BOUGAINVILLE  encountered  enemy 
armed  barges;  1  FT  boat  was  destroyed  and  1  was  damaged. 

ComThirdFleet  reports  completion  of  laying  a  two-row  minefield  west  of 
TAIOF  ISLAND  (west  BUKA  PASSAGE).    On  4  May  SoPao  air  forces  flew  92  sorties, 
against  the  airfields  of  TOBERA  and  LAKUNAI  in  the  RA3AUL  Area;  39  SBD'S  and  TBF'e, 
6  B-25's  and  47  fighter  bombers  participated;  we  lost  1  B-25,  shot  down  by  AA 
fire  and  had  4  P-38*s  damaged.    24  SBD's  were  directed  against  BORPOP  in  the 
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KAVIENG  Area.     In  the  BUKA-BOUGAINVILLE  Area,  110  sorties  were  flown  against  enemy 
installations;  24  B-25's,  18  SBD's,  49  P-39's.  and  19  P-40«s  participated}  no  plane 
loss  was  reported. 

Unfavorable  weather  hampered  operations  of  SWP  air  forces  on  4  May;  an  un- 
specified number  of  B-24's  from  the  13th  Air  Force  struck  BIAK  ISLAND;  12  to  15 
enemy  fighters  intercepted.    During  the  night  of  3-4  May,  2  B-24'a  bombed  the 
SAKMI  Area.    An  unspecified  number  of  A-20's  and  night  fighters  made  coastal  sweeps 
in  the  vicinity  of  MANAM  ISLAND  to  BUT,  strafing  targets  of  opportunity  along  the 
NEW  GUINEA  Coast. 


(Oahu  date) 


On  5  May  a  total  of  78  sorties  were  flown  by  shore  based  aircraft  (under  CTF 
59)  against  PONAPE  and  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHAL LS.  PON APE  was  hit  by 
8  B-25*s  which  dropped  8  tons  on  the  seaplane  base  and  both  airfields.    WOTJE  was 
hit  by  9  B-24's,  1  B-25  and  1  PV;  JALUIT  by  10  B-25's  and  4  F6F'fi;  MALOELAP  by  16 
SBD's  and  10  F6F*s;  MILLE  by  19  F4U's. 

ComForwardArea,  Central  Pacific,  reports  that  2  native  scouts  who  were  stranded 
on  JALUIT  for  3  days  were  recovered  on  4  May.    They  report  that  they  visited  relatives 
who  were  employed  on  EM ID J  ISLAND \  that  the  Jap  strength  is  2,030  of  which  1200  are 
military,  800  are  laborers  and  30  are  civilians;  that  all  are  located  on  the  SE  part 
of  the  lagoon.    They  also  stated  that  food  had  been  rationed,  that  water  was  adequate 
and  that  supplies  and  ammunition  were  still  available  though  none  had  arrived  since 
January.    They  reported  health  conditions  to  be  good,  that  the  combat  forces  were  not 
downhearted  and  that  they  still  possessed  a  will  to  resist.    Under ground  shelters 
have  been  constructed  and  all  personnel  lived  in  them.    The  natives  had  not  been  told 
of  our  occupation  of  the  MARSHALLS.     They  stated  that  our  raids  had  caused  many  casual- 
ties. 


On  5  May  SoPac  air  forces  flew  a  total  of  209  sorties.    38  (24  B-25*s,  12  P-39ta 
2  P-38's)  were  directed  against  the  TALILI  supply  area;  3  B-24's  against  the  T0BERA 
Airfield;  45  SBD's  and  TBF's  against  the  RATAVAL  supply  area;  48  SBD's  against  the 
B0RPOP  (KAVIENG)  Airfield;  36  (14  SBD's  and  TBF's,  1  B-24,  12  P-39's,  9  P-40's) 
against  enemy  installations  in  the  BUKA-BOUGAINVTLLE  Area.    28  P-39's  conducted 
fighter  sweeps  along  the  BUKA,  BOUGAINVILLE  and  NEW  IRELAND  Coasts.    14  SBD'S  patrol- 
led the  T0R0KINA  Perimeter. 

CREVALLE,  operating  in  the  Southwest  Pacific  Area  (NW  of  BORNEO)  during  April 
and  early  May,  reports  sinking  1  TONAN  I1ARU  number  2  on  6  April,  1  large  Maru  on  25 
April,  and  amedium  AO  on  3  May;  a  total  of  34,000  tons  sunk. 

Unfavorable  weather  again  restricted  operations  of  Southwest  Pacific  air 
forceB  on  5  May.    An  unspecified  number  of  B-24's  from  the  13th  Air  Force  hit  BIAK 
ISLAND  where  a  large  fire  and  explosion,  and  several  small  fires  resulted.    71  A-20's 
struck  the  WETJAK  Area  with  more  than  50  tons  of  bombs  and  thoroughly  strafed  the 
area»  buildings  were  destroyed  and  fires  were  started.    13  B-24' a  bombed  TIMOR.  8 
B-25»s  hit  airfields  on  the  KAI  ISLANDS.     107  troop  carrier  planes  negotiated  dif- 
ficult weather  to  bring  in  supplies  for  troops  which  participated  in  the  HOLLAND IA 
Operation, 
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In  the  North  Pacific,  3  of  5  starting  PV«s  from  Fleet  Air  Wing  4  executed 
an  armed  reconnaissance  over  PARAMUSHIRU  on  the  night  of  5  May*    The  mission  was 
reported  as  successful;  3URI3ACHI  and  a  previously  undetected  airfield  in  central 
SHBfUSHtT  were  bombed,  as  was  KURABU  ZAKI;  photographs  were  taken;  all  planes  re- 
turned safely. 


7.  .M^y.  (0ahu  date) 

Central  Pacific  shore  based  aircraft  continued  on  6  May  with  neutralization 
of  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS;  3S  sorties  (12  B-2Ss,  2  FYs,  23  F4Us) 
were  flown  against  WOTJE,  12  (B-25s)  against  JALUIT,  18  (10  SBDs,  8  F6Fs)  against 
TAROA,  6  (F4Us)  against  MILLE.    6  photo  planes  of  Fleet  Air  Wing  TWO,  accompanied 
by  10  7th  Air  Force  Liberators,  photographed  and  harassed  GUAM;  cloud  cover  was  .5 
with  vital  areas  clear;  of  25  intercepting  Jap  fighters,  7  were  destroyed,  3  probab- 
ly destroyed  and  2  damaged;  enemy  plane  strength  on  the  island  was  estimated  as  25 
single  engine  and  15  twin-engine  planes.    14  B-24s  hit  TRTJK  on  the  night  of  6-7  May 
dropping  over  400  fragmentation  clusters  on  the  major  islands  of  the  atoll •  On 
6  May  6  B-26s  struck  PONAFE  dropping  8  tons  of  bombs  on  the  2  airfields.  PONAPE 
was  again  hit  on  the  night  of  6-7  May  by  5  B-24s  diverted  from  the  TRDK  strike. 

SILVERS IDES  reports  that  on  7  May  there  were  11  APA  or  AKAs  in  APRA  HARBOR 
(GUAM);  of  these  4  arrived  during  the  day  of  the  7th.    She  obtained  1  hit  from  4 
mark  18  torpedoes  fired  on  1  ship  type  unstated. 


On  6  May  unfavorable  weather  caused  cancellation  of  all  strikes^by  SoPac 
air  forces.    24  SBDs  bombed  shore  battery  positions  along  the  coast  of  CAPE 
MAHARODU  (west  coast  south  central  NEW  IRELAND) .    42  P-39  and  2  P-38s  conducted 
the  usual  harassing  strikes  along  the  BUKA- BOUGAINVILLE  coast.    3  snoopers  bombed 
the  KAVIENG  area.    15  B-25&  dropped  157  100-lb  bombs  on  reported  coastal  gun  areas 
at  CAPE  FRIENDSHIP  and  on  the  BOUGAINVILLE  coast  west  of  RANTAN  ISLAND. 

HOE,  operating  in  SWP  area  reports  sighting  at  072200  GCT  a  large  convoy  at 
19-12N,  120-18E  (north  of  LUZON),  course  170,  speed  12  (1  small  CVE  accompanied  the 
convoy);  the  HOE  damaged  1  AK. 

On  the  night  of  5-6  May  an  unspecified  number  of  B-24s  from  13th  Air  Force 
hit  BIAK  ISLAND;  fighters  from  HOLLAND IA  fields  covered  the  formation;  heavy  explo- 
sions occurred  and  several  fires  were  started  in  the  revetments  and  dispersal  areas 
of  M0K1IER  Airdrome;  of  12  intercepting  fighters,  9  were  shot  down;  we  lost  no 
planes.     62  B-24s,  preceded  by  37  B-25s  attacked  personnel  and  supply  areas  in  the 
MAFFIN  BAY  area;  43  A-20s  hit  the  bivouac  areas  in  the  vicinity  of  BUT.    P-47s  and 
P-39s  conducted  the  usual  fighter  sweeps  along  the  northern  coast  of  NEW  GUINEA. 

On  6  May  in  the  North  Pacific  Area  15  PVs  and  1  PBY5A  bombed  K ASH IWABARA , 
SURIBACHI,  and  central  PARAMUSHIRU;  bombs  and  incendiary  clusters  ware  dropped; 
1  plane  is  missing.  Jj 
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Neutralization  of  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  Central  Pacific  Area  wa6 
limited  to  strikes  by  B-25s  against  WOTJE,  JALUIT  and  PONAPE;  12  planes  each  hit 
the  former  two,  while  6  were  directed  against  the  latter. 

A  search  plane  over  NAURU  dropped  two  500-»lb  bombs  in  the  barracks  area; 
the  #2  runway  contained  unfilled  craters.    A  reconnaissance  of  WAKE  and  OCEAN  was 
negative. 

Commander  Sub-Area  MARS HALLS  06014S  announces  assumption  by  Rear  Admiral 
Alva  D.  Bernhard  of  the  military  governorship  of  the  MARSHALL  ISLANDS. 

In  the  South  Pacific  77  sorties  (29  SBDs  and  TBFs,  1  B-24,  47  fighter  bomb- 
ers)   were  flown  against  the  RAEAUL  area  on  7  Mayj  concentrating  on  the  TOBERA  and 
VUNAKANAU  airfields,  with  the  B-24  concentrating  against  the  town.    46  SBDs  hit 
shore  battery  positions  in  the  vicinity  of  NftMARODU  (west  coast  south  central  NEW 
IRELAND)  and  BORPOP.    A  total  of  80  sorties  (24  B-25s,  18  SBDs  and  TBFs,  35  P-39s, 
3  P-40s)  were  flown  against  enemy  installations  in  the  BUKA-BOUGAINVILLE  area. 

In  the  SWP  Area  the  13th  Air  Force  continued  on  the  night  of  6—7  May  and 
during  the  day  of  7  May  the  bombing  of  MOKMER  Airdrome  on  BIAK  ISLAND.  Unfavorable 
weather  continued  to  hamper  air  strikes  by  SWP  air  forces;  however,  18  British 
Beaufort e  got  through  and  hit  the  WEWAK  area  where  fires  were  started  in  storage 
areas*    Air  observers  reported  4  planes  remaining  on  BIAK.    12  B-24s  hit  W0LEAI 
dropping  35  tons  on  the  runway  and  dispersal  area;  2  Betty's  were  reported  destroy- 
ed on  the  ground. 

Admiral  Nimitz,  Hear  Admiral  Sherman  and  other  staff  members  arrived  PEARL 
from  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

9  May  {Oahu  date) 

Neutralization  by  Central  Pacific  shore  based  aircraft  of  PONAPE  and 
enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS  continued  on  8  and  9  May.    On  each  of  the 
two  days  Army  Liberators  enroute  from  and  returning  to  the  ADMIRALTIES  also  bombed 
PONAPE. 


TAMBOR*  operating  NW  of  MARIANAS,  reports  2  hits  in  a  6000- ton  AK  at  100900 
GCTj  ship  was  part  of  an  8  ship,  5  DD,  2  or  more  other  escort  convoy  on  a  south- 
easterly course;  TAMBOR  continues  the  pursuit. 

SARGO,  operating  SE  of  YOKOHAMA,  reports  sinking  a  medium  AK  and  possibly 
sinking  another;  she  missed  with  4  electrics  on  4  AK  5  escort  convoy  proceeding 
on  a  southerly  course  at  082000  GCT. 

In  the  South  Pacific  unfavorable  weather  again  restricted  air  operations 
against  the  RABAUL  Area,  the  only  strike  being  made  by  33  fighter  bombers  against 
the  LAKUNAI  Airdrome.    47  SBD's  and  TBF's  hit  NEW  IRELAND  targets.    101  sorties 
(30  SBD's  and  TBF's,  26  B-25's,  33  P-39's,  12  P-38's)  were  flown  against  enemy 
installations  in  the  BUKA-BOUGAINVILLE  Area. 
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In  the  SWP  Area  bombers  from  the  13th  Air  Force  again  on  the  night  of 
7-8  May  bombed  the  MOKMER  Airdrome  on  BTAK  ISLAND.    On  the  8th  over  100  A-20's 
and  17  British  Beauforts  dropped  100  tons  of  bombs  and  strafed  storage  and  supply 
areas  along  north  coast  of  NEW  GUINEA,  concentrating  in  the  WEWAK  Area.    97  trans- 
port planes  flew  supplies  into  the  HOLLANDIA  Area.    The  usual  fighter  sweeps  were 
made  along  the  N.  NEW  GUINEA  Coast.    On  forenoon  8th,  12  B-24'b  hit  the  LANGGOER 
and  FAAN  airstrips  on  KAI  ISLANDS. 


10  May  (Oahu  date) 


Neutralization  by  CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  of  PCNAPE  and  enemy  occupied 
atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS  continued  on  the  evening  of  9  May.    14  B-24' s  hit  the 
major  islands  of  TRUK  ATOLL,  concentrating  on  the  airfields j  1  possible  cruiser 
and  3  other  vessels  were  sighted  in  the  lagoon.    One  B-24  hit  OROLUK  ATOLL.  On 
the  night  of  9-10  May  3  B-24's  dropped  6  tons  on  WAKE;  results  were  unobserved. 

ComForwardArea,  CenPac,  072020  summarizes  operations  for  the  period  1-5 
May,  inclusive. 

TINOSA  returning  from  patrol  enroute  MAJDRO  from  FORMOSA  Area  reports 
sinking  a  trawler  with  gunfire  on  8  May;  1  wounded  prisoner  was  picked  upj  all 
others  were  unwilling  to  surrender. 

SoPac  air  forces  flew  82  sorties  against  the  RABAUL  Area.    30  SBD's  and 
TBF's  and  41  fighter  bombers  concentrated  against  the  airdromes  at  LAKUHAI  and 
TOBERA;  from  the  former  field  our  planes  encountered  intense,  accurate,  heavy 
and  automatic  AA  fire  which  shot  down  1  SBD  and  1  TBF;  6  others  were  damaged; 
this  AA  fire  was  described  as  the  heaviest  of  any  received  in  recent  weeks. 
11  B-25's  bombed  enemy  installations  on  MATUPI  ISLAND.    42  SBD's  attacked  the 
landing  field  at  KAVIENG;  AA  fire  was  intense  and  accurate {  7  of  our  planes  were 
damaged.    Enemy  gun  positions  along  CAPE  NAMARODU  (west  coast  of  south  central 
NEW  IRELAND)  were  attacked  by  24  SBD's.    Enemy  installations  in  the  BOUGAINVTLLE- 
BUKA  Area  were  hit  by  16  B-25'S;  61  P-39 ' e  and  12  P-40's  conducted  fighter  bomber 
sweeps  over  the  same  area. 

On  9  May  the  Fifth  Air  Force  made  its  first  strike  against  TRUK  when  an  un- 
specified number  of  B-24's  hit  MOEN  ISLAND;  20  enemy  fighters  intercepted;  1  of 
our  planes  was  damaged  and  forced  down  at  sea  on  iiie  return  route.    On  the  night 
of  9  May,  BIAK  ISLAND  was  bombed  by  8  B-24's  which  started  fires  on  both  airstrips. 
On  10  May  45  A-20's  bombed  and  strafed  the  WSWAK  Area;  they  were  followed  by  20 
B-24' s.    Usual  fighter  sweeps  were  made  along  the  NEW  GUINEA  North  Coast  by  P-39's 
and  P-47's.    The  major  strikes  and  supply  missions  were  prevented  by  unfavorable 
weather. 


A  summary  of  land  activities  in  the  HOLLANDIA -AITAPE  Area  states  that 
the  enemy  losses  in  the  HOLLANDIA  Area  total  977  killed,  259  captured;  in  the 
AITAPE  Area  525  killed  and  31  captured.     In  the  HOLLANDIA  Area  621  former  prisoners 
of  the  enemy  have  been  recaptured;  these  included  462  SIKHS,  and  the  remainder, 
Americans,  Australians,  Dutch,  Chinese,  Filipinos,  Poles  and  Czechoslovaks.  In 
the  AITAPE  Area  86  former  prisoners  of  the  enemy  (nationalities  unstated)  have 
been  recaptured. 
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CINCPOA  070355  (pink)  announces  completion  of  conferences  with  repre- 
sentatives of  the  20th  A. P.  on  VLR  program  CenPac  Areaj  mentions  requirements 
Army  service  troops  to  support  the  program, 

CINCPOA  050123  (pink)  confirms  verbal  statement  of  representatives  at 
conferences  with  representatives  of  the  20th  A. P.  designating  ComGenCentPac 
as  theater  agency  to  furnish  all  necessary  support  for  20th  A.F.  in  CenPac 
Area,  with  certain  exceptions. 

11  May  (Oahu  date) 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  continued  on  10  May  with  neutralization  of 
PONAPE  and  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHAI.LS . 

SoPac  air  forces  on  10  May  flew  144  sorties  (99  SBD's  and  TBF's,  12  B-25's, 
3  B-24's,  8  P-38's,  10  F-39'e,  12  P-40's)  against  airfields,  supply  installations, 
and  gun  positions  in  the  RA3AUL  Area;  effectiveness  was  lessened  by  inability  to 
hit  pre-selected  targets  because  of  unfavorable  weather.    26  SBD's  and  TBF's 
bombed  Coast  guns  in  the  BORPOP  Area  of  NEtT  IRELAND.    Fighter  sweeps  over  the 
BUKA-BOUGAINVILLE  Area  were  made  by  61  P-39's,  14  P-40 ' s ,  and  3  P-38's. 

On  10  May  SWP  air  forces  concentrated  mainly  against  WAKDE  and  BIAK  ISLANDS, 
and  against  the  WEWAK  Area.    61  B-25's  and  22  B-24's  hit  WAKDE;  27  B-24*s  struck 
the  WEWAK  Area;  and  B-24's  from  the  5th  AF  and  13th  AF  bombed  MOKMER  Airdrome  on 
BIAK.    4  squadrons  of  A-20's  made  low  level  attacks  along  the  N.  Coast  of  NEW 
GUINEA  from  SEPK  RIVER  (about  30  miles  W.  of  HANSA  BAY)  to  WOM  POINT  (WEWAK  Area). 
17  British  Beauforts,  P-47's  and  P-39's  conducted  fighter  sweeps  along  the  N.  NEW 
GUINEA  Coast  in  the  general  area  from  HANSA  BAY  to  AITAPE. 

COD,  operating  in  SWP  Area  (NW  of  MANILA),  reports  attacking  a  MANILA- 
bound  oonvoy  of  10  AK's  and  10  escorts  at  100600  OCT*  and  sinking  a  KAMIKAZE 
Class  DD;  hits  were  scored  on  3  AK's. 

CREVALLE  (SWP  Area)  reports  at  111600  GCT  the  successful  evacuation  of 
40  persons  from  W.  Coast  of  MINDANAO. 

12  May  (Oahu  date) 

21  B-24's  of  the  7th  AF  were  over  TRUK  from  111219  GCT  to  111619  GCT  in 
two  flights.    29  2000-lb.  bombs  and  66  1000-lb.  bombs  were  dropped  on  the  airfields 
of  MOEN,  PARAM  and  ETEH  and  on  DUBLON;  fires  and  explosions  resulted;  2  planes  were 
damaged.     1  B-24  bombed  the  old  airfield  on  PONAPE.    A  searcher  reports  NAURU  run- 
ways possibly  operational.    Another  searcher  dropped  2  bombs  on  the  KUSAIE  air- 
strip.   All  other  searches  were  negative. 

TAUTOG,  operating  in  the  KURILES  and  EMPIRE  waters,  reports  1  Maru  on  bot- 
tom in  shallow  water  at  MATSUWA  with  2  hits.    3  other  Maru's  were  sunk  with  2  hits 
each  at  the  following  places:  east  of  URUPPU  ISLAND;  at  ESAN  SAKI,  HOKKAIDO;  and 
at  KURO  SAKI,  HONSHU.    Shipping  was  remaining  close  inshore  making  attacks  dif- 
ficult. 
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In  the  South  Pacific  on  11  May  coordinated  air  strikes  were  made  against 
AA  positions  ringing  RABAUL,and  barges  in  west  SIMPSON  HARBOR  and  KERAVIA  BAY}  64 
SBD's  and  TBF's  hit  the  AA  positions  while  5  SBD's  (rocket  equipped),  escorted  by 
12  P-39 ' s  concentrated  against  barges,  30  to  40  of  which  were  sunk*    74  sorties 
(12  B-25*s,  36  SBD's,  6  P-38*b,  20  P-39)  were  flown  against  the  TOBERA  airfield. 
Enemy  installations  in  the  BOUGAINVILLE- BUKA  Area  were  attacked  by  45  SBD's  and 
TBF's  and  47  P-39 Vs.    3  snoopers  bombed  KAVIENG. 

JACK,  operating  in  the  SW  Pacific  (west  of  LUZON),  reports  sinking  two 
trawlers  (200f);  probably  sinking  1  AK  (7500)  and  3  AK's  (4000  each);  damaging  1 
AK  (4000). 

On  11  May,  major  air  strikes  by  5th  AF  were  again  cancelled  because  of  un- 
favorable weather.    On  the  night  of  10-11  May  and  during  the  day  of  11  May  an  un- 
specified number  of  B-24's  hit  BIAKj  cover  was  provided  by  P-40's  operating  from 
HOLLANDIA;  the  crew  of  1  B-24  which  was  forced  down  in  the  water  was  rescued.  13 
British  Beauforts  and  6  B-25's  bombed  BORAM  on  11  May.    Fighter  sweeps  were  again 
made  along  the  north  coast  of  NEW  GUINEA  between  SEPIK  RIVER  and  WOM  POINT.  Small 
strikes  by  B-24's  were  made  against  TIMOR,  AMBON  and  NAMELA;  TIMOR  was  also  hit  by 
9  B-25's  escortsd  by  7  British  Beauforts.    A  new  radio  station  located  near  LAKE 
PANIAI  (western  NEW  GUINEA)  was  destroyed  by  6  B-25's. 

On  11  May,  3  DD's  bombarded  29  gun  positions  in  the  WEWAK  Area;  some  3-inch 
fire  was  received  from  shore  batteries  at  DAGUA  and  BUT;  we  suffered  no  damage  or 
casualties. 


13  May  (Oahu  date) 

On  11  May  and  night  of  11-12  May  Central  Pacific  shore  baaed  airoraft  con- 
tinued neutralization  of  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS.    PONAPE  was  also 
bombed  by  3  B-25's. 

From  122115  GCT  to  130040  GCT  22  B-25's  of  7th  AF  dropped  12  2 000 -lb. 
bombs  and  180  100-lb.  bombs  on  NAURU,  concentrating  against  the  SW  runway,  phos- 
phate buildings,  power  plant  and  ammunition  storage;  1  explosion  and  1  fire  were 
observed;  2  planes  received  minor  damage. 

BOWFIN  reports  sinking  1  large  AK  at  132100  GCT  in  a  position  approximately 
120  miles  NNW  PALAU;  the  submarine  is  pursuing  the  remaining  AK  plus  2  escorts 
which  are  on  course  320,  speed  9  at  141325  GCT. 

In  the  South  Pacific  a  total  of  88  sorties  were  flown  against  the  RATAVAL 
and  TALILI  supply  areas  in  the  RABAUL  Sector;  24  SBD's,  21  B-25's  and  43  fighter 
bombers  participated.     In  the  BOUGAINVILLE- BUKA  Area,  35  light  bomber  sorties  were 
flown  against  enemy  installations* 

PADDLE,  operating  in  the  SWP  Area  ( HALMAHERA-CERAM-SULU  Area)  during  April 
and  early  May,  reports  sinking  1  AP-AK  (9419)  and  1  DD  ( HATSUHARU  Class  -  1368); 
damaging  1  XAO  (7300). 

In  the  SWP  Area  an  unBpeoifled  number  of  B-24's  dropped  200  tons  of  bombs 
on  WAKDE  ISLAND  on  13  May;  gun  positions  on  the  southern  peninsula  were  struck  and 
large  fires  were  started,    39  B-24's  attacked  personnel  and  storage  areas  west  of 
MAFFIN  airstrip  with  134  tons  of  bombs.    10  B-24's  struck  the  NAMBER  airstrip  on 
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NOSMFOOR  ISLAND  with  ineffective  results.    8  B-24's  successfully  bombed  MOMEI 
Airdrome  {west  coast  GEELVINK  BAY);  observers  report  clearing  on  NOEMFOOR  to 
accommodate  a  5200  foot  airstrip.    Light  bombers  struck  the  WEWAK -HANSA  BAY  Area. 
P-47's  made  the  usual  fighter  sweeps  along  the  north  coast  of  NEW  GUINEA. 
Reconnaissance  over  the  PHILIPPINES  on  12  May  report  at  MANILA  1  possible  ACV  and 
9  merchantmen  totalling  73,000  tons;  at  CAVITE  16  seaplanes  and  2  small  vessels 
were  observed. 

14  May  (Oahu  date) 

Prior  to  daylight  13  May  and  during  the  day  and  night  of  13  May  Central 
Pacific  shore  based  aircraft  continued  to  strike  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the 
MARSHALLS.    Late  on  the  13th  6  B-25s  and  3  B-24s  hit  P0NAPE.    Early  on  the  13th 

15  B-24s  bombed  the  major  islands  of  TRTJK  Atoll. 

ComForwardArea  CenPac  120050  summarizes  operations  6-10  May. 

STURGEON  reports  sinking  on  10  May  3  medium  AKs  totalling  13,700  tons  in 
area  about  170  miles  NHW  of  the  B0NINS. 

SEADRAG0N  operating  on  rotating  patrol  in  EMPIRE  waters  reports  damaging  a 
3000  ton  AK  with  one  mark  14  hit  on  23  April,  and  probably  sinking  a  medium  AK 
with  one  mark  18  hit  on  27  April. 

On  13  May  SoPac  air  forces  hit  VUNAKANAU  airfield  and  vicinity  with  42  SBDs 
and  TBFs,  and  44  fighter  bombers.    Enemy  installations  in  the  BOUGAINVILLE-BUKA 
area  were  hit  by  12  SBDs  and  TBFs j  44  P-39s  and  4  P-40s. 

B0NEFISH  (SWP  area)  reports  sinking  at  131900  GOT  1  of  3  large  southbound 
AOs  escorted  by  3  DDs  in  area  NE  of  BORNEO.    She  reports  sighting  at  140500  GCT  3 
BBe,  1  CV,  3  CAs  and  1  CL,  plus  a  DD  escort,  in  position  5-30  N,  119-40  E  (off  NE 
tip  of  BORNEO);  headed  south  for  SIBUTU  PASSAGE;  heavy  DD  patrol  near  that  passage 
indicates  that  the  force  anchored  in  TAWITAWI  BAY. 

RAY  (SWP  area)  reports  sighting  off  DAVAQ  at  140800  GCT  1  NACHI  CA,  1  TENRYU 
CL,  3  HATSUHARTJ  DDs,  and  1  HOSHO  CV. 

On  the  night  of  13-14  May  and  early  on  14  May  SWP  air  forces  exerted  their 
maximum  effort  against  BIAK  ISLAND,  WAKDE  AREA,  MAFFIN  BAY  area,  WEWAK  area,  and 
HANSA  BAY  area.    During  the  day  and  night  of  13  May  an  unspecified  number  of  bomber 
hit  the  SORIDO  and  BOSNEK  airdromes  on  BIAK;  the  bombing  caused  explosions  and  4 
large  fires.    In  the  YfAKDE  area  23  B-25s  escorted  by  an  unspecified  number  of  P-40s 
bombed  the  airfield  on  VfAKDE  ISLAND;  23  B-24s  and  29  B-25s  hit  shore  positions  op- 
posite WAKDE.     In  the  MAFFIN  BAY  area  37  B-24s  hit  AA  positions  and  storage  and 
personnel  areas.     In  the  WEWAK  area  1  squadron  of  B-24s  escorted  by  2  squadrons  of 
British  Beauforts  hit  BORAM  airfield;  an  unspeoified  number  of  B-24s  bombed  ^NDI 
Plantation  road  and"  storage  areas  south  of  CAPE  M0EM;  1  group  of  A- 20s  struck 
dumps  and  bridges  between  BtTT  and  DAGUA  (west  of  WEWAK).    Another  group  of  A- 20s 
struck  the  HANSA  BAY  area.    C-47s  flew  88  missions  to  HOLLAND la. 
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14  May  (Oahu  date)    -  Continued  - 

In  the  Uorth  Pacific  area  on  13  May  7  FYs  from  Fleet  Air  Wing  4  undertook 
an  armed  reconnaissance  mission  over  PARAMUSHIRU.  Of  the  7  starting  planes  2 
reached  the  objective;  4  turned  back  and  1  was  lost.  The  2  planes  dropped  4  500 
pound  GP  bombs  and  incendiary  clusters  over  central  SHIMUSHUj  pictures  were  also 
taken ;  several  small  fires  were  started  around  the  airfield.  14  B-25s  from  11th 
Air  Force  strafed. 2  picket  boats  100  miles  off  the  east  coast  of  SHIMUSHU;  results 
are  unknown.  . 


The  heaviest  concentration  of  shore  based  air  power  in  the  Central  Pacific 
was  staged  against  JALUIT  from  142055  OCT  to  151800  GCT  by  Army,  Navy  and  Marine 
planes j  284  sorties  were  flown,  and  240  tons-  of  bombs  were  dropped)  B-24'b*  B-25' s, 
F4U's,  SBD's  and  F6F's  participated;  CTF  59  estimated  bombing  results  as  60^  ef- 
fective; we  lost  no  planes,  though  1  B-24,  5  SBD's,  and  3  F4U's  received  minor 
damage*    During  the  same  period  moderate  strikes  (4  -  10  planes)  were  made  against 
MILLS,  W0TJE,  and  TAR0A.    A  single  searcher  over  TRUK  dropped  4  1000-lb.  bombs  on 
a  5000-ton  AK,  with  unobserved  results;  8-12  vessels  were  anchored  W  of  Du*BLCN» 
and  same  number  W  of  UMAN.    The  same  searcher  dropped  5  100-lb.  bombs  on  PULUWAT 
air  strip*  and  strafed  the  field  and  lighthouse  area;  the  airfield  appeared  opera- 
tional, though  no  planes  were  present* 

*    TILEFISH,  operating  in  EMPIRE  waters,  reports  damaging  1  NITTA  Maru  and  1 
WAKATAKE  DD;  other  details  lacking;  the  submarine  was  attacked  and  damaged,  and 
was  departing  from  the  area* 

CREVALLE,  operating  E  of  CELEBES,  reports  having  been  depth  charged  and 
severely  damaged,  with  destruction  of  radars  and  both  periscopes,  and  leaks  on 
deep  dives;  submarine  returns  for  repairs* 

Com5thPhib  152122  gives  details  of  loss  of  3  LCT's  from  LST  in  ALENUIHAHA 
Channel  on  night  of  15  May* 

SoPac  air  power  was  concentrated  against  the  KAHILI  Area  (S.  BOUGAINVILLE) 
on  14  May  when,  in  a  little  over  one-half  hour,  110  planes  dropped  606  bombs  (95 
tons)  on  supply  and  personnel  areas,  and  on  gun  positions;  41  SBD's  and  TBF's, 
24  B-25's,  and  45  fighter  bombers  participated.    The  usual  BOUGAINVILLE  fighter 
sweeps  were  made  by  47  fighters,  and  11  SBD's  hit  enemy  installations  along 
MATCH IN  BAY.    KAVIENG  was  hit  by  17  SBD's  escorted  by  4  fighters.    Fighter  sweeps 
and  patrols  were  made  over  the  RABAULArea;  13  barges  in  KERAVIA  BAY  were  strafed. 

SEAHORSE  (SWP  Area),  operating  in  MARIANAS  Area  during  April  and  early  May, 
reports  sinking  4  Maru's  for  a  total  of  25,667  tons,  and  damaging  an  R0  Class 
submarine* 

SWP  air  forces  sent  60  B-24'b  and  24  B-25's  against  enemy  installations  In 
the  SAHMI-MAFFIN  BAY  Area  on  15  May,  destroying  Jap  headquarters,  demolishing 
several  large  buildings,  and  causing  explosions  and  large  fires  throughout  storage 
and  personnel  areas;  200  tons  of  bombs  were  dropped;  B-24's  also  attacked  gun  po- 
sitions near  the  MAFFIN  airstrip.    An  unspecified  number  of  B-25's  attacked  dumps 
and  storage  areas  on  WAKDE  ISLAND.    On  the  night  of  13-14  May,  4  B-24's  struck 
storage  areas  along  the  south  of  S0RID0  Airdrome  on  BIAK  ISLAND;  on  the  15th, 
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14  P-40*s  which  were  escorting  a  B-25  photo  mission  over  BIAX  were  attacked  by 
15-20  enemy  fighters,  5  of  which  were  definitely  destroyed,  while  we  suffered  no 
loss.    One  group  of  A-20's,  with  an  unspecified  number  of  B-24's,  again  hit  BORAM 
airfield.    A-20's  also  attacked  in  the  BUT-DAGUA  Area. 

Land  activity  in  the  AIT APE-HOLLAND IA  Area  was  restricted  to  patrol  activity 
Jap  casualties  in  the  AITAPE  Area  now  total  625  killed,  27  captured j  in  the  H0L- 
LANDIA  Area,  1162  killed  and  360  captured. 

In  the  North  Pacific  Area  1  of  4  starting  PV»s  reached  the  E  Coast  of 
SIIIMUSHU  on  14  May,  and  dropped  2  500 -lb.  bombs  and  1  incendiary  duster;  results 
were  unobserved.    On  the  preceding  day  1  B-24  bombed  and  photographed  MATSUWA./^ 


16  May  (Oahu  date)  ^ 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  continued  on  day  and  night  of  15  May  with 
neutralization  of  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS;  PV's,  F6F*s,  SBD's  and 
F4U*s  participated,  with  from  15  to  20  planes  each  hitting  JALUIT,  MILLE,  WCTJE 
and  TARDA. 

B0NEFISH  reports  that  at  171023  GCT  the  3  BB'b,  1  CV,  3  OA's,  1  CL,  plus 
DD's,  previously  reported  (summary  14  May)  were  still  anchored  in  TAWI  TAWI  BAY. 

Final  report  of  casualties  resulting  from  loss  of  3  LCT's  (summary  15  May) 
lists  2  dead,  16  injured,  17  missing;  of  the  3  LCT's  involved,  1  is  being  salvaged. 

COLORADO,  engaged  in  training  activities,  reported  aground  off  west  end  of 
K AH 001  AWE  ISLAND  at  1403  16  May;  re-floated  at  0231  17  May. 

SoPac  air  forces  fl  ew  over  10O  sorties  against  the  RABAUL  Area  on  15  Mays 
22  SBD's  and  TBF's,  and  an  unspeoified  number  of  training  B-24's  attacked  the 
T03ERA  Airfield;  48  fighter  bombers  hit  installations  in  the  vicinity  of  VUNAKANAU; 
an  unspeoified  number  of  bombers  from  GREEN  ISLAND  hit  the  RATAVAL  supply  area; 
fighter  patrols  operated  over  RABAUL  and  JACQUIN0T  BAY.     In  the  NEW  IRELAND  Area 
27  BBD's  and  TBF's,  escorted  by  4  fighters,  attacked  gun  positions  and  ammunition 
dumps.    In  the  BOUGAINVILLE-BUKA  Area,  30  SBD's  and  TBF's  attacked  enemy  installa- 
tions, concentrating  against  BONIS  Airfield;  fighter  sweeps  over  the  area  were 
flown  by  34  fighter  bombers;  as  on  the  two  previous  days,  SBD's  lontinued  to  spray 
with  dies el  oil  gardens  being  cultivated  by  Japanese  troops. 

The  only  report  of  land  activity  in  the  BOUGAINVILLE  Area  states  that  T0R0- 
KINA  patrols  operating  east  of  the  perimeter  located  on  14  May  2  Jap  hospital  areas 
containing  an  estimated  200-250  Jap  bodies. 

First  phases  of  the  WAKDE  ISLAND  Operation  were  completed  without  opposition 
and  without  casualties  on  16  May  with  simultaneous  landings  on  INSOMANA  ISLAND 
mile  S.  of  WAKDE)  and  at  ARARA  (on  coast  of  NEW  GUINEA  opposite  WAKDE).  The 
landing  at  ARARA  was  preceded  by  bombardment  by  5  cruisers  and  by  10  DD's.  Ele- 
ments of  the  supporting  air  forces  hit  SAWAR  and  SARMI.    Command  has  passed  from 
Attack  Force  to  Landing  Force  Commander, 
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16  May  (Oahu  date  -  Cont'd) 

On  the  night  of  15-16  May  and  during  16  May,  SWP  air  forces  continued  heavy 
strikes  in  those  areas  which  have  received  severe  pounding  for  the  past  several 
days.    34  B-24's  concentrated  against  the  2  airfields  and  enemy  installations  on 
BIAK  ISLAND.    16  P-38'b  encountered  3  Oscar's  over  NOEMFOOR;  the  3  Jap  fighters 
were  shot  down,    18  B-24*s  and  21  B-25's  bombed  the  MAFFIN  airstrip  and  gun  posi- 
tions in  that  vicinity.    25  B-24*s  with  23  B-25's  hit  WAKDE  ISLAM)  resulting  in 
many  fires;  targets  at  ISOMANI  ISLAND  were  also  hit  during  the  same  strike. 
A-20's  attacked  bridges  and  coastal  roads  from  BUT  to  WEWAK.    45  C-47's  flew  sup- 
plies to  HOLLAND  IA  and  11  were  routed  to  TADJI.    On  15  May  heavy  units  of  the 
5th  Air  Force  bombed  enemy  installations  on  WOLEAI  starting  many  fires;  there  was 
no  interception.  /  J 


During  the  day  and  night  of  16  May  CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  continued 
neutralization  of  enemy  occupied  Atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS  and  also  delivered 
strikes  against  NAURU,  PONAPE  and  WAKE.    12  B-25's  of  7th  AF  hit  NAURU  with  12 
tons  of  bombs  which  were  concentrated  against  AA  positions,  the  east  phosphate 
plant,  dispersal  areas  and  against  the  power  station;  a  large  explosion  and  fire 
resulted.    9  B-25's  and  5  Navy  photo  Liberators  bombed  PONAPE;  both  airfields, 
dock  installations  and  PONAPE  TOWN  were  hit;  both  airfields  appeared  operational; 
the  Navy  Liberators  hit  buildings  and  the  ramp  in  the  seaplane  base  area.  WAKE 
was  visited  by  23  3-24 'b  which  dropped  54  tons  on  WILKES  ISLAND  and  PEACOCK  POINT; 
large  fires  were  observed, 

A  PB4Y  search  plane  over  TRUE  on  16  May  dropped  3  500-lb.  bombs  on  a  500 
ton  AK;  a  direct  hit  and  a  straddle  were  obtained.    3  500-lb.  bombs  were  dropped 
on  .a  10,000  ton  AO;  1  direct  hit  was  obtained.    12  ships  were  observed  in  the 
harbor.    The  searcher  continued  to  PULUWAT  where  2  500-lb.  bombs  were  dropped  on 
the  radio  station.    Both  pilotB  were  wounded,  though  they  returned  safely  to  their 
base  in  the  MARSHALLS. 

SPEARFISE  reports  sinking  1  large  AK  and  1  medium  AK  with  5  torpedoes  in 
the  area  about  320  miles  northeast  of  the  BONINS. 

SANDLANCE,  operating  off  SAIPAN,  reports  sinking  5  Marus  for  a  total  of 
29,000  tons, 

POGY,  operating  south  of  HONSHU,  reports  sinking  a  Jap  submarine  on  the 
night  of  29  April,  outbound  from  FDKA  SHIMA  on  course  135,    She  also  damaged  and 
probably  sank  2  medium  Marus,  1  of  which  carried  gasoline.    She  has  aboard  5 
prisoners  taken  from  a  sampan. 

STEELHEAD,  operating  in  EMPIRE  waters,  reports  1  trawler  aunk  with  gunfire. 

In  the  South  Pacific,  on  16  May,  much  air  activity  was  reported,  most  of 
which  was  concentrated  against  the  RABAUL  Area.    42  SBD' s  in  conjunction  with  43 
fighter  bombers  attacked  the  runway  and  gun  positions  of  VUNAKANAU  Airfield  and 
other  installations  in  the  vicinity,    35  SBD's  (6  equipped  with  rockets)  and  12 
TBF's  struck  LAKUNAI  runway  and  attacked  with  rockets  oil  barges  on  the  east  side 
of  SIMPSON  HARBOR.     P-38's  which  strafed  along  ST.  GEORGE  CHANNEL  received  intense 
and  accurate  automatic  fire.    TOBERA  airfield  was  hit  by  25  B-25's  and  RAPOPO  by 
3  training  B-24's.    Fighters  and  light  bombers  patrolled  the  RABAUL  Area.    In  the 
above  operations  we  lost  1  SBD  and  had  2  P-3S's  damaged. 


17  May  (Oahu  date) 
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The  TCAVTENG  Airfield  -was  hit  by  18  SBD's  and  7  TBF's;  gun  positions  in  the 
area  were  also  attacked.    One  heavy  AA  gun  was  destroyed  by  a  direct  hit* 

A  PB4Y  search  plane  oijer  LAMOTHEK  ISLAND  (120  miles  E.  WOLEAT)  reports 
destroying  6  float  planes  and  damaging  3  others  and  setting  fire  to  an  oil  dump. 
One  engine  of  the  plane  was  shot  out  by  AA  fire. 

Com3rdFleet  reports  laying  a  two-row  minefield  at  the  eastern  entrance  to 
BUKA  PASSAGE. 


GURNARD,  operating  south  of  MINDANAO,  reports  an  encounter  with  2  DD's  and 
1  cruiser  at  180010  GOT  during  a  rain  squall.    Two  hits  were  obtained  on  the 
cruiser.    Speed  of  convoy  at  time  of  attack  was  23  knots;  after  the  attack,  the 
ships  departed  at  speed  of  15  knots ,  course  180. 

In  the  SWP  Area  on  17  May,  5  groups  of  heavy  bombers  struck  BIAK  ISLAND 
leaving  stores  and  personnel  areas  along  the  shore  from  M0KMER  Airdrome  to  B0SNEK 
in  flames  with  tremendous  explosions.    An  unspecified  number  of  B-24's  and  A-20'a 
bombed  and  strafed  WAKDE  ISLAND  in  support  of  landing  forces.    Two  groups  of  B-25's 
attacked  personnel  areas  at  MAFFIN  BAY;  other  B-24's,  escorted  by  15  British  Beau- 
fort's, heavily  hit  B0RAM  Airdrome.    An  unspecified  number  of  A-20's  attacked  AA 
positions  at  the  DAGUA  Airdrome,  and  hit  AA  positions,  stores  and  personnel  areas 
at  HANSA  BAY.    Usual  fighter  sweeps  by  P-39's  and  P-47's  were  made  along  the  north 
coast  of  NEW  GUINEA. 


The  second  day  of  the  H0LLAND1A  Operation  proceeded  aocordlng  to  schedule 
with  landings  on  the  Island  being  made  by  a  shore-to-shore  movement  from  T0EM, 
directly  south  on  the  NEW  GUINEA  Coast.    Opposition  was  encountered.    LCI  gunboats 
closed  the  beach  and  delivered  effective  rocket  fire  support.    Our  troops  are 
progressing  across  the  Island  airstrip,  but  are  receiving  enemy  mortar  fire  and 
some  sniper  fire.    Total  casualties  thus  far  reported  are  2  dead,  28  wounded. 

Australian  troops  have  reached  a  point  33  miles  north  of  MADANG  without 
encountering  opposition. 

18  May  (Oahu  date) 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  continued  on  17  May  the  neutralization  of  enemy 
occupied  Atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS  with  strikes  against  W0TJE,  JALUIT  and  TAR OA;  the 
weight  of  these  strikes  was  directed  against  W0TJE.    5  B-25's  hit  P0NAPE  on  the 
17th  dropping  5  tons  of  bombs  on  J0KAJ  ISLAND  and  on  the  new  airfield.    18  B-24's 
of  the  7th  Air  Force  struck  WAKE  on  the  17th  dropping  106  500-lb.  bombs  on  PEALE 
and  240  100-lb.  bombs  on  HEEL  POINT  with  80^  effectiveness;  1  Liberator  with  11 
men  aboard  was  shot  down  over  the  target  in  flames;  2  others  reoeived  minor  damage, 

m 

CTFa 170350  summarizes  operations  for  the  period  11-15  May. 

BILLFISH,  while  operating  in  vicinity  of  W0LEAI,  reports  having  been  nar- 
rowly missed  by  bombs  dropped  from  planes  on  a  dark  night;  indications  are  that 
attacking  planes  used  radar.    An  investigation  is  underway  to  determine  if  the 
planes  were  hostile.  nqUASSTRTO 
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In  the  South  Pacific,  air  strikes  on  17  May  against  the  RABAUL  Area  were 
cancelled  owing:  to  unfavorable  weather.    Enemy  installations  on  NEW  IRELAND  were 
attacked  by  28  SBD's  and  3  TBF's,  concentrated  mainly  along  the  southeast  coast. 
43  fighter  bombers,  17  TBF's  and  12  SBD's  bombed  enemy  installations  in  southern 
and  southeastern  BOUGAINVILLE.    10  F4U's  conducted  fighter  sweeps  along  the 
BOUGAINVILLE  Coast, 

ENGLAND  (DS)  reports  almost  certain  kill  in  attack  on  enemy  submarine  at 
190238  GOT,  150  miles  east  of  BUKA  PASSAGE;  3  hits  in  hedgehog  attacks  were  made 
on  the  second  run  at  100  feet  and  1  hit  on  the  fourth  run  at  270  feet;  a  terrific 
explosion  followed  the  last  hit.    Certain  debris  came  to  the  surface;  thiB  in- 
cluded a  rubber  bag  of  rice,  a  life  jacket,  a  prayer  mat,  chopsticks  and  much  wood 
and  cork. 


ComSoPac  reports  that  on  16  May  our  land  patrols  operating  north  of  the 
TOROKINA  Perimeter  encountered  50  Japs;  rifle  and  90-mm  mortar  fire  wounded  3  of 
our  patrol,  which  withdrew  as  artillery  fire  was  placed  on  Jap  positions. 

In  the  SWP  Area,  air  forces  continued  heavy  strikes  against  important  ob- 
jectives.   Heavy  bombers  of  the  13th  AF  struck  BQSNEKy  storage  areas  on  BIAK 
ISLAND,  while  B-24's  from  NEW  GUINEA  hit  SORIDO  VILLAGE  on  the  Bame  island; 
neither  interception  nor  AA  fire  was  encountered.    A-20's  supported  the  WAKDE 
ISLAND  landing  with  bombing  and  strafing  attacks  against  assigned  targets.  One 
squadron  of  B-24's,  escorted  by  2  squadrons  of  British  Beauforts,  rendered  the 
BORAM  airstrip  unserviceable.     24  B-25's  and  36  A-20's  bombed  and  strafed  the 
coastal  areas  west  of  WFWAK,  hitting  OREP  VILLAGE  and  coastal  roads  and  bridges 
in  the  area.    A-20's  also  attacked  gun  positions  and  storage  areas  at  HANSA  BAY. 
The  usual  fighter  sweeps  were  made  along  the  north  coast  of  NEW  GUINEA. 

7  Liberator's  made  a  pre-dawn  strike  against  SURABAYA  on  18  May  (L)  start- 
ing fires  and  explosions;  1  enemy  fighter  was  encountered  in  the  air;    2  fires 
were  observed  still  burning  from  the  carrier  strike  on  the  previous  day  (no 
despatch  has  yet  been  received,  but  the  carrier  strike  mentioned  refers  to  one 
made  by  a  striking  force  from  the  Eastern  Fleet  comprising  the  SARATOGA  and 
ILLUSTRIOUS  and  other  warships). 

On  17  May,  enemy  aircraft  dropped  15  bombs  in  the  HOLLANDIA  Area  between 
the  CYCLOPS  and  the  SENTANI  Airfields;  2  men  were  wounded  and  slight  material 
damage  resulted. 

The  third  day  of  the  WAKDE  Operation  progressed  according  to  schedule. 
Landings  were  made  at  LIKI  and  NIROEMOAR  ISLANDS  (25  miles  HW  of  WAKDE  ISLAND) * 
no  enemy  opposition  was  encountered  and  we  suffered  no  casualties.  Considerable 
gunfire  is  still  being  encountered  from  the  vicinity  of  the  WAKDE  Airstrip,  the 
edge  of  which  tfl  still  held  by  the  enemy.    Supply  echelons  are  arriving  WAKDE 
Area  on  schedule. 


CinCSWPA  reports  total  of  enemy  known  casualties  to  date  in  the  AITAPE- 
HOLLANDIA  Area  to  be  2,120  killed  and  441  captured.    A  total  of  720  Japanese 
prisoners  have  been  recaptured*  j 
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On  18  May  CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  continued  neutralization  of  enemy 
oocupled  atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS.    36  F4Us,  18  PVe  and  3  PB2Ye  dropped  20  tons 
on  WOTJE;  23  B-25s,  20  SBDs  and  16  F6Fs  hit  TAR OA  with  40  tons?  14  tons  were  drop- 
ped on  MILLS  by  6  PVs  and  12  P-39s;  JALUIT  was  hit  by  2  FVs,  7  SBDa  and  3  F6Fs 
which  dropped  7^-  tons. 

■  SEADRAGON  returning  from  patrol  and  enroute  MIDWAY  from  EMPIRE  Waters 
reports  sinking  with  gunfire  an  armed  trawler  HE  of  BONINS. 

SoPac  air  forces  on  18  May  attacked  targets  in  the  RABAUL  area  and  in  NEW 
IRELAND  and  BOUGAINVILLE.    18  SBDs  and  TBF,  and  19  B-26s  harassed  the  airfields 
in  the  RABAUL  vicinity  and  attacked  gun  positions  and  supply  area  at  TALILI;  44 
fighter  bombers  struck  enemy  installations  on  MAKADA  ISLAND  (DUKE  OF  YORK  Group); 
8  New  Zealand  P-39s  strafed  along  the  north  GAZELLE  coast.    In  NEW  IRELAND  28  SBDs 
bombed  coastal  roads  along  the  eastern  coast  and  in  the  KAVIENG  area;  P-39s  con- 
ducted fighter  sweeps  along  the  coast.    In  the  BOUGAINVILLE  area  70  fighter  bombers 
and  5  SBDs  attacked  enemy  installations;  2  TBFs  continued  to  spray  cultivated 
areas* 

In  SWP  area  on  18  May  12  A-20s  escorted  by  14  P-38s  attacked  shipping  and 
aircraft  in  the  MANOKWARI  area;  1  large  AK  and  2  small  AKs  were  sunk  and  6  enemy 
planes  were  destroyed.    174  sorties  (27  B-25s,  70  A- 20s,  59  P-33s,  19  Beauforts) 
hit  targets  in  the  BOSHEK  area  of  BIAK;  bombing  and  strafing  demolished  buildings 
and  caused  destruction  throughout  bivouac  area  including  enemy  headquarters.  Dur- 
ing the  night  of  17-18  May  an  unspecified  number  of  B-24s  attacked  targets  on  BIAK 
ISLAND  causing  fires  and  explosions  among  storage  areas  along  the  shore.    TRUK  was 
hit  by  an  unspecified  number  of  B-24s  from  the  13th  Air  Force  operating  from  MANUS. 
The  usual  fighter  sweeps  were  conducted  along  the  north  coast  of  NEW  GUINEA. 

HOE,  operating  in  SWP  area  reports  damaging  2  AKs  on  8  May,  obtaining  2  hits 
on  2  others  on  18  May  and  sinking  2  on  19  May. 

The  4th  day  of  the  WAKDE  operation  proceeded  favorably  and  according  to 
schedule.     The  enemy  force  on  WAKDE  has  been  mopped  up;  landings  of  personnel  and 
equipment  on  LIKI  and  MIROEMOAR  ISLANDS  have  been  completed  without  encountering 
opposition  or  suffering  casualties.    Supply  echelons  continued  to  operate  on 
schedule. 

CinC  SWFA  summarizes  results  of  PT  boat  operations  during  the  period  7-8 
May  through  17-13  May;  these  boats  which  operated  from  AITAFE  and  SAIDOR  destroyed 
18  barges. 

Results  of  the  carrier  strike  against  SURABAYA  by  the  combined  American- 
British  carrier  force  (Eastern  Fleet)  at  dawn  on  17  May  (L)  were  highly  effective* 
with  the  enemy  being  taken  by  surprise.    Nine  merchant  ships  and  possibly  one  DD 
were  reported  hit  for  a  total  of  35,000  tons;  2  floating  drydoeks  were  badly 
damaged;  the  refinery  at  WON0KROM0  and  the  BRAAT  naval  engineering  works  were 
completely  destroyed;  19  enemy  planes  were  destroyed  on  the  ground  and  2  in  the 
air;  we  lost  3  planes. 

Pictures  taken  over  HALMAHERA  on  17  May  show  a  total  of  170  enemy  aircraft 
on  3  airfields. 
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In  the  North  Pacific  on  18  May  6  PVs  from  Fleet  Air  Wing  FOUR  executed 
an  armed  reconnaissance  mission  over  PARAMUSHIRU;  large  firos  were  started  at 
SURIBACHI  and  KURABU  ZAKI  airfields,  and  on  TOMARI  ZAKI  ;  10  photographs  of  enemy 
installations  were  obtained;  all  planes  returned  safely. 


On  19  May  CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  continued  neutralization  of  enemy 
occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS;  strikes  were  also  made  against  NAURU  and  PONAPE. 
5  PVs  and  24  F4Us  hit  WOTJE  with  9  tons;  21  tons  were  dropped  on  TAR OA  by  6  PVs, 
12  F6Fs  and  5  PBYSAe ;  6  SBDs  and  12  F4Us  hit  MILLE  with  3  tons;  2  PVs,  7  SBDs  and 
4  F6Fs  dropped  4-J  tons  on  JALUIT. 

Nine  B-25s  bombed  PONAPE  on  19  May  dropping  36  500  lb  bombs  on  the  new 
airfield. 

Twelve  B-25s  hit  NAURU  on  19  May  with  144  100  lb  bombs  being  concentrated 
against  the  power  and  phosphate  plant  areas;  an  explosion  and  several  fires 
resulted;  AA  fire  was  reported  as  accurate  and  intense  and  inflicted  minor  damage 
to  4  planes. 

STURGEON  on  lifeguard  station  off  MARCUS  reports  at  210848  GCT  3  downed 
airmen  aboard;  1  officer  and  2  enlisted  men. 

SoPac  Air  Forces  on  19  May  operated  against  the  RABAUL  and  NEW  IRELAND  areas 
but  with  much  less  intensity  than  on  previous  operations.    Except  for  bombing  of 
TOBERA  by  3  B-24s  and  harassing  strikes  by  an  unspecified  number  of  B-25s  against 
LAKUNAI,  activity  in  the  RABAUL  area  was  limited  to  patrolling.    In  NEW  IRELAND, 
bridges  and  other  installations  were  hit  by  36  SBDs  and  TBFs  escorted  by  8  F4Us; 
other  activity  was  limited  to  patrolling. 

19  May  SWP  Air  Forces  sent  11  B-24s  against  the  KAMIRI  Airdrome  on  N0EMF0OR 
ISLAND;  the  runway  and  dispersal  areas  were  bombed.    Both  airfields  on  BIAK  ISLAND 
were  hit  by  12  A-20s.    The  heaviest  attack  in  the  area  was  directed  against  enemy 
concentrations  at  WEWAK  and  in  the  area  west  thereof;  2  groups  of  B-25s  and  95 
A- 20  s  bombed  and  strafed.    P-40s  operated  in  close  support  of  our  ground  troops  in 
repelling  a  hostile  ground  attack  against  the  TOR  RIVER  beach  head  (WAKDE  Area) 
P-39s  conducted  fighter  sweeps  along  the  north  coast  of  NEW  GUINEA.    C-47s  flew 
90  missions  to  H0LLANDIA.    The  airfield  on  WAKDE  will  be  usable  on  20  May. 

B0NEFISH  reports  that  at  0700  21  May  H(»8)  the  enemy  force  previously 
reported  was  still  anchored  at  TAWI  TAWI  in  the  channel  east  of  SIMtMUL  ISLAND; 
the  CV  previously  reported  could  not  be  positively  identified.    Also  observed  at 
anchor  were  2  fleet  oilers  and  3  DDs  which  entered  the  bay  from  the  south  on 
19  May.    Additional  small  craft  were  observed  to  be  present. 

Preliminary  estimate  of  casualties  in  the  WAKDE  Operation  lists  676  Japs 
killed;  our  casualties:     16  killed,  2  missing,  83  wounded. 


20  May  (Oahu  date) 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  EO  12958,  as  amended 
"cRIC0M 


-  continued  - 


1923 


DECLASSIFIED 
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In  the  North  Pacific  area  on  19  May  7  PVs  from  Fleet  Air  Wing  FOUR  and  one 
B-24  from  11th  Air  Force  bombed  the  central  SHIMUSHU  airport  and  HIGASHI  TAKIj 
large  fires  were  observed.    8  photos  of  enemy  installations  were  obtained. 


21  May  (Oahu  date) 

At  about  1518  (VW)  21  May,  while  handling  ammunition  in  a  nested  LST  in 
WEST  LOCH,  an  explosion  occurred  in  LST  353  resulting  in  fire  and  total  loss  of 
6  LST1 sj  complete  details  are  lacking.    A  preliminary  surrey  indicates  that  ap- 
proximately 442  persons,  including  21  civilians,  were  hospitalized. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  continued  neutralization  of  enemy  occupied 
atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS  on  20  May  with  strikes  against  WOTJE  (19  tons  by  4  PVs, 
30  F4U's  and  3  PBST's)  and  against  TARDA  (21  tons  by  7  PV's,  13  F6F's  and  4 
PBY5A*s).    PONAPE  was  also  hit  by  6  5-25 's  which  dropped  6  tons. 

The  weight  of  SoPao  air  force  strikes  on  20  May  was  concentrated  against 
southern  and  southeastern  BOUGAINVILLE;  30  B-25's,  31  SBD's  and  TBF's  and  74 
fighter  bombers  attacked  AA  positions  and  bivouac  and  storage  areas,    2  SBD's 
continued  to  spray  cultivated  areas.     In  the  RABAUL  Area  3  B-24's,  44  SBD's  and 
TBF's  and  36  fighter  bombers  bombed  VUNAFANAU  Airfield  and  the  vicinity  thereof. 
4  B-25's  heckled  KAVIENG. 

On  20  May,  SWF  air  forces  continued  to  hit  the  KAMIRI  Airdrome  on  N0EMF00R 
ISLAND  and  the  airfields  on  BIAK  ISLAND.    12  A-20'e,  escorted  by  P-38's,  strafed 
the  KAMIRI  Airdrome,  destroying  7  enemy  planes  and  damaging  6  to  8  others,  and 
firing  fuel  dumps.    34  B-24's  dropped  34  tons  on  BIAK  ISLAND.    Two  groups  of  B-25's 
with  55  A-20's,  escorted  by  2  squadrons  of  Beauforts  and  1  group  of  P-38's,  at- 
tacked troop  concentrations  in  the  BUT  and  WEWAK  Area. 

An  unspecified  number  of  B-24's  from  13th  AF  struck  PARAM  and  M0EN  ISLANDS 
of  TRUK  ATOLL;  35  to  40  enemy  planes  intercepted;  we  lost  1  bomber. 


_2_2_  May_  (Oahu  date)   

On  21  May  CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  made  a  coordinated  concentrated 
aerial  assault  by  Army,  Navy  and  Marine  aircraft  against  WDTJE  ATOLL.    217  sorties 
were  flown  during  the  period  211924  GCT  to  220230  GCT,    A  total  of  230  tons  of 
bombs  were  dropped  and  observations  by  members  of  TF  59  staff  indicate  results 
as  70%  effective.    Heavy  AA  fire  was  reported  as  meager  and  inaccurate;  automatic 
fire  was  meager  with  varied  accuracy.    10  planes  received  minor  damage  and  two 
crewmen  were  injured.    Enroute  to  the  staging  base,  16  F4U's  hit  MILLE  with  8 
tons,  concentrated  against  the  radio  station  area  with  unobserved  results. 

Four  photo  planes  from  Fleet  Air  Wing  TWO,  with  an  escort  of  9  B-24's,  com- 
pleted a  special  photographic  mission  of  ROTA  ISLAND.    Bombs  were  dropped  on  the 
runway.    No  en  any  aircraft  were  observed  and  no  AA  fire  was  received. 

CINCFOA  230321  summarizes  report  after  preliminary  investigation  damage 
resulting  from  explosions  of  LST's  at  WEST  LOCH  on  21  May. 
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22  May  (Oahu  date  -  Cont'd) 

SAWFISH,  operating  in  EMPIRE  waters,  reports  at  220847  GCT  sinking  a  medium 
AK  with  2  Mk,  14  hits;  two  cases  of  chicken  pox  are  aboard. 

POLLACK,  operating  in  the  BOH IKS  Area,  reports  sinking  1  DD  and  damaging 
1  AK  on  22  May;  Ensign  Holland  reported  as  sick  aboard  since  19  May  with  symptoms 
indicative  of  spinal  meningitis, 

* 

FENHO  Wo  If  pack  (PICUDA,  PETTO,  PERCH)  operating  east  of  FORMOSA,  reports 
sinking  a  passenger  freighter  on  21  May. 

SoPac  air  forces  on  night  of  20-21  May  harassed  the  RABAUL  Airfields  with 
4  B-25's,  and  during  the  day  of  21  May  patrolled  the  same  area  with  4  F4U's.  24 
SBD's  and  TBF* s ,  accompanied  by  44  fighter  bombers,  pounded  gun  positions  and 
supply  areas  at  TALILI  dropping  12  tons  of  bombs  and  45  incendiary  clusters. 
The  northern  tip  of  HEW  IRELAND  was  bombed  by  30  SBD's  and  TBF 1 s  escorted  by  14 
F4U*S,    1  TBF  and  44  P-39's  hit  the  BOHIS  supply  area  and  bridges  in  the  vicinity 
of  KIETA. 

Com3rdFleet  reports  probable  sinking  by  a  destroyer  of  enemy  submarine 
in  the  area  about  180  miles  northeast  of  MANUS. 

On  21  May,  SWP  air  forces  attacked  personnel  and  storage  areas  at  MANOKWARI, 
employing  11  B-24's  in  a  p re-dawn  attack. 

A  heavy  attack  against  the  airfields  on  BIAK  ISLAND  was  made  by  56  B-24's; 
SORIDO  VILLAGE  and  storage  areas  along  the  south  shore  were  also  hit;  150  tons  of 
bombs  left  the  areas  covered  with  smoke  and  dust  and  a  fuel  dump  burning.  In- 
tensive Btrafing  and  low  level  bombing  attacks  continued  against  enemy  troop  con- 
centrations in  the  WEWAK,  BUT  and  DA QUA  Areas;  B-25's,  A-20's,  P-38»s  and  P-47's 
participated.    Enemy  installations  in  the  SEP IK  RIVER  area  were  also  attacked  by 
A-20's.    C-47's  flew  a  total  of  93  missions  and  supplied  our  forces  in  the  HOL- 
LANDIA  and  WESYAK  Areas.    A  bomber  strike  was  made  against  BABO,  but  reports  of 
the  strike  have  not  yet  been  received.  , 


Major  strikes  of  CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  22  May  were  cancelled 
because  of  unfavorable  weather.    Activity  was  limited  to  the  Btrike  on  P0NAPE  by 
8  B-25s  which  dropped  16  500-lb  bombs  on  J0KAJ  ISLAND  gun  positions.    5  photo 
Liberators  of  Fleet  Air  Wing  TWO  photographed  both  airfields  on  P0NAFE;  good 
photo  coverage  was  obtained  and  45  100-lb  bombs  were  dropped  on  the  airfields. 
A  single  search  plane  dropped  3  1000-lb  and  2  100-lb  bombs  on  the  radio  weather 
station  at  PTILUWAT  ISLAND;  direct  hits  were  obtained  and  the  housing  area  destroy- 
ed. 

BURRFISH,  operating  in  EMPIRE  Waters  reports  at  231437  GCT  one  medium  AO 
sunk  with  3  hits, 

SKATE,  operating  in  B0NINS  area  reports  at  241333  GCT  one  sampan  sunk  and 
3  prisoners  recovered. 


23  May  (Oahu  date) 
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SoPac  air  forces  on  22  May  flew  131  sorties  against  the  RAEAUL  area 
conoentrating  against  TOBERA  airfield  and  against  enemy  installations  and  gun 
positions  in  the  RABAUL  areaj  fighter-bombers,  light  and  medium  bombers,  and  2 
B-24s  participated,    P-39s  conducted  barge  sweeps  and  4  B-25s  harassed  RABAUL 
during  the  night.    Enemy  installations  in  BOUGAINVILLE  were  attacked  by  59  fighter 
bombers.     2  TBFs  and  2  P-39s  bombed  a  small  island  off  KAVIENG. 

Operations  of  SWP  air  forces  were  hampered  on  22  May  by  unfavorable 
weather.    An  unspecified  number  of  A-20s  bombed  and  strafed  both  airfields  on 
BIAK  ISLAND.    3  B-24s  from  13th  Air  Force  bombed  MANOKWARI.    2  B-24s  and  three 
squadrons  of  A- 20s  bombed  personnel  and  storage  areas  at  HANSA  BAY.  P~40s 
attacked  enemy  bivouac  areas  at  ARZO  Village  (South  of  HOLLANDIA). 

RATON  (SWP  area)  operating  east  of  SINGAPORE  reports  attacking  on  22  May 
a  convoy  consisting  of  3  large  APs  and  4  large  DDs;  1  DD  was  sunk  and  1  AP  was 
damaged. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  23  May  5  PVs  from  Fleet  Air  Wing  FOUR  took  off 
for  the  KURILES;  1  plane  crashed  and  exploded  after  take  off;  3  failed  to  reach 
the  target;  the  remaining  plane  dropped  2  500-lb  bombs  and  1  incendiary  cluster 
over  Central  SHIMUSHU.     2  B-25s  from  11th  Air  Force  sank  a  140-ft  picket  boat 
in  position  about  75  miles  east  of  PARAMUSHIRU.    A  delayed  report  states  that 
on  22  May  3  of  6  starting  PVs  from  Fleet  Air  Wing  FOUR  bombed  Central  SHIMUSHU 
and  PARAMUSHIRU  by  radar  through  overcast  with  unobserved  results.    Each  plane 
dropped  2  500-lb  bombs  and  1  incendiary  cluster;  3  planes  failed  to  reach  the 
target,  though  all  planes  returned  safely. 


24  May  (Oahu  date) 

Results  MARCUS  strike  on  19  and  20  May  by  TG  58.6  (ESSEX,  WASP,  SAN 
JACINTO  with  BALTIMORE,  CANBERRA  and  BOSTON,  DesRon  52  and  OesDlv  92) t  373  sorties 
over  target  dropped  148  tons,  destroying  an  estimated  16%  of  the  buildings,  in- 
eluding  possible  water  distillation  plant;  1  AA  position  and  1  ammunition  dump 
were  destroyed,  and  loose  stores  and  3  revetments  were  damaged.    One  Betty  was 
shot  down  and  1  inoperational  twin  motored  plane  was  damaged  on  the  ground;  no 
other  enemy  aircraft  were  seen.    One  armed  AK  was  left  burning  and  sinking  56 
miles  north  of  MARCUS;  1  armed  patrol  boat  was  left  sinking  375  miles  north  of 
MARCUS.    Our  combat  losses  were  2  FSF's  and  2  SB2C's,  and  2  pilots  and  1  crewman. 
Low  clouds  and  poor  visibility  affected  bombing  performance  and  in  some  cases 
prevented  aircraft  from  reaching  target. 


Results  WAKE  strike  23  May  by  TG  58.6:  354  sorties  over  target  dropped 
148  tons,  burning  out  a  fuel  tank,  destroying  20  buildings,  and  damaging  12  build- 
ings and  2  revetments;  an  observation  tower  was  knocked  over;  4  to  6  earth  covered 
dumps  were  hit  without  visible  damage.    No  enemy  aircraft  were  seen.    We  had  no 
combat  losses;  our  operational  losses  were  1  SB2C  and  1  VFN,  and  1  pilot. 

On  23  May  CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  continued  neutralization  of  enemy 
occupied  atolls  of  tiie  MARSHALLS  with  strikes  against  WOT -IE  (43  sorties,  11  tons) 
and  against  JALUIT  (23  sorties,  22^  tons).    PONAPE  was  also  hit  by  3  B-24's  and 
5  F6F's  which  dropped  Sg-  tons  on  the  ore  plant  and  radio  station. 
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FENNO  Wolf  pack  (PICUDA,  PERCH,  PETO)  reports  PERCH  scored  4  hits  on 
unidentified  ship  on  night  of  23  May.    Also  reports  PICUDA  sank  the  passenger 
freighter  previously  reported  (summary  22  May). 

On  23  May  South  Pacific  air  forces  hit  gun  positions  and  other  enemy 
installations  in  the  RABAUL  Area  with  66  tons  employing  41  SBD's  and  TBF's,  22 
B-25»s  and  19  fighter  bombers.    24  F4U,a  blockaded  RABAUL  during  the  day;  pilots 
reported  repairs  being  made  to  runways  at  TOBERA  and  VUNAKANAU.    51  fighter  bom- 
bers hit  targets  in  the  B0UGAINVILLE-3UKA  Area,  including  the  airfield  at  BUKA. 

Our  ground  patrols  operating  north  of  the  TOROKINA  Perimeter  on  23  May 
destroyed  a  large  enemy  ammunition  dump;  70  enemy  bodies  were  found  and  the  bodie 
of  500  others  interred. 

BASHAW  (SWP  Area),  operating  southeast  of  PALAU,  reports  sinking  1  60-ton 
trawler  and  damaging  1  Maru  and  3  trawlers. 

On  23  May,  SWP  air  forces  hit  N0EMF00R  airfields  with  an  unspecified  num- 
ber of  A-20's,  escorted  by  P-38's;  11  enemy  aircraft  were  destroyed  and  4  others 
damaged;  3  fuel  dumps  were  fired  and  1  barge  and  3  motor  vehicles  destroyed.  For 
the  second  successive  day  unfavorable  weather  caused  cancellation  of  scheduled 
strikes  against  BIAK  ISLAND.    Our  ground  force  operations  in  the  HEW  GUINEA  Area 
south  of  WAKDE  were  supported  by  P-40's  and  100  medium  and  attack  bombers  and  47 
P-38's.    The  HANSA  BAY  Area  was  attacked  by  P-39's  which  started  a  large  fire. 
C-47's  completed  43  missions  to  WAKDE  ISLAND  and  46  to  HOLLANDIA.    4  3-25' s  hit 
the  east  coast  of  SOEMBA  ISLAND  and  the  northeast  coast  of  TANIMBAfi ISLAND. 

CinCSWPA  reports  that  our  ground  forces  operating  in  the  WADKE-SARMI 
Area  have  crossed  the  TOR  RIVER  and  are  advancing  toward  a  partially  constructed 
airfield  in  the  MAFFIN  BAY  Area.    In  the  HOLLANDIA  Area  only  demoralized  enemy 
remnants  have  been  contacted;  patrols  have  found  many  dead  bodies  and  natives 
report  that  other  trails  are  littered  with  dead  bodies;  cause  of  death  is  appar- 
ently starvation.    In  the  WEWAK-HANSA  BAY  Area  our  ground  patrols  report  sharp 
clashes  with  enemy  units  west  of  the  DANDRIWAD  RIVER  (25  miles  east  of  AITAPE). 

25  May  (Oahu  date)  (jjjUAO- 

GominCh  and  CN0  251326  (pink)  states  shipping  requirements  to  mount  and 
support  STALEMATE  based  on  target  date  of  8  September  will  be  met. 

CTF  57  220300  summarizes  operations  16-21  May. 

SoPac  air  forces  on  24  May  hit  LAKUNAI  and  RAP0P0  Areas  with  3  B-24's 
and  8  P-38's,  dropping  18  tons.    12  B-25's  hit  the  TALILI  supply  area  with  144 
100 -lb.  bombs.    The  KAVIENG  airfield  and  gun  positions  in  the  vicinity  were 
hit  by  30  SBD's  and  4  TBF's  which  placed  19  bombs  on  the  runwayj  a  total  of  19 
tons  were  dropped.     In  the  BOUGAINVILLE- BUKA  Areas,  gun  positions  and  other 
enemy  installations  were  hit  by  30  SBD's,  10  TBF's  and  36  fighter  bombers. 
Photos  show  all  enemy  airfields  in  the  BISMARCK  ARCHIPELAGO  to  be  unserviceable, 
except  VUNAKANAU,  TOBERA  and  LAKUNAI  ( RABAUL  Area). 
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SWP  air  force's  major  strikes  were  again  cancelled  on  24  May  because  of 
unfavorable  weather.    B-24's  from  13th  AF  (MANUS)  bombed  the  BOSNEK  Airfield 
on  BIAK  ISLAND.    3  B-24's  from  the  same  force  hit  MANOKWARI  during  the  night, 
and  2  B-24 * s  hit  the  MAFFIN  BAY  Area.    Gun  positions,  and  personnel  and  storage 
areas  in  the  BUT -3 ORAM  Sector  were  attacked  by  24  B-25' s,  68  A-20's  and  48 
fighters.    C-47's  flew  30  missions  to  WAKDE  ISLAND,  and  50  to  HOLLANDIA. 

Observer's  report  on  23  May  shows  in  TAWI  TAWI  Anchorage  40  warships  and 
medium  AK's,  plus  6  CV»s  (probably  including  1  CVL);  10  BB's/cA*s  (probably  3 
BB^,  7  OA's);  1  large  AO  present. 

CinCSWPA  reports  total  enemy  casualties  in  the  A ITAPE- HOLLANDIA  Area  to 
be  3,222  dead. 


In  the  North  Pacific,  4  of 
bombed  Central  SIIIMUSHU  on  24  May; 
served j  photographs  were  obtained; 

26  May  (Oahu  date) 


6  starting  PV's  from  Fleet  Air  Wing  FOUR 
1  large  and  several  small  fires  were  ob- 
all  planes  returned  safely. 


On  24  May  CenPao  shore  based  aircraft  made  strikes  against  MILLE  (6  tons 

by  12  F4Us),  JALUIT  (16^  tons  by  10  B-25s,  7  SBDs,  3  F6Fs,  2  FVe),  WOTJE  (30tons 

by  38  F4Us,  7  PVs,  7  SBDs,  11  B-25s),  and  PONAPE  (7.6  tons  by  9  B-25s).    On  25 

May  the  above  objectives,  with  the  exception  of  MILLE  were  again  hit  with  ap- 
proximately the  same  force  and  tonnage. 

PERMIT  reports  sinking  1  of  2  enemy  submarines  leaving  QTTA  PASS  (TRUK) 
with  mark  14  torpedo.    Also  reports  finding  Japanese  rubber  raft  with  chart 
showing  search  sectors  from  TRUK  along  medians  070  and  110  for  350  miles. 

(mr£> 

Marshall  242030Z  discusses  command  situation  of  Army  Forces  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean  Areas. 

During  practice  firing  the  THATCHER  (DD  514)  #3  gun  fired  into  40-mm 
mount  killing  5  and  seriously  injuring  9.    The  materiel  damage  will  be  repaired 
by  the  CASCADE  (AD  16).     In  progress  is  an  investigation  which  was  ordered  by 
ComBatPac.    A  preliminary  and  incomplete  report  indicates  firing  cut-outs 
function  at  008  and  310  instead  of  030  and  330. 


On  the  night  of  24-25  May  four  pairs  of  Marine  Mitchells  continued  to 
harass  RABABL.     On  the  25th  unfavorable  weather  restricted  air  activities  in 
RABAUL  area,  the  activities  being  limited  to  a  strike  by  12  B-25s  against  the 
TALILI  supply  areas;  144  100-lb  bombs  started  1  large  and  many  smaller  fires. 
12  other  Mitchells  and  34  fighters,  being  unable  to  penetrate  the  weather  front 
blocking  RABAUL,  bombed  BUGAINVILLE  targets.    Fighter  sweeps  were  made  along  the 
coasts  of  NEW  IRELAND,  BUKA  and  BUGAINVILLE. 

ComCortDiv  40  reports  that  at  2323  L(-ll)  26  May  the  ENGLAND  (DE  635) 
assisted  by  the  GEORGE  (DE  697)  sank  a  Japanese  submarine  in  position  00-36  S, 
148-24  E  (NE  of  MANUS). 
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26  May  (Oahu  date)  -  continued  - 


SWP  Air  Forces  continued  heavy  attacks  against  enemy  forces  in  the  BTJT- 
BORAli  area;  1  group  of  B-25s,  2  groups  of  A- 2 Ob  and  8  P-47s  bombed  and  strafed 
storage  and  personnel  areas  and  roads.     B-24s  from  13th  Air  Force  bombed  SORIDO 
airfield  on  BIAK  ISLAND  and  hit  installations  along  the  south  shore;  explosions 
and  fires  resulted.    3  British  Beaufort a  made  a  night  attack  against  the  WEWAK 
airstrip  starting  fires.    An  unspecified  number  of  B-25s  bombed  enemy  installations 
at  MIOBO  in  AROE  Islands  on  26  May;  Allied  air  forces  supported  the  landing  on 
BIAK  ISLAND  and  report  no  enemy  air  reaction. 

LAPON  reports s inking  2  large  AKs  and  damaging  1  large  AK  due  north  of 
NATUNA  ISLANDS  (N.E.I. ). 

The  assault  by  SWP  Amphibious  Forces  against  BIAK  ISLAND  was  initiated 
early  27  May  (East  longitude  date)  and  at  midday  the  operation  was  proceeding 
according  to  schedule.    The  landing  was  accomplished  in  the  face  of  enemy  mortar 
fire.    The  LCTs  made  wet  landings  200  yards  from  the  beach.    DUKWs  and  vehicles 
were  discharged  from  the  LSTs  at  0715  K(-10).    CG  Landing  Force  assumed  command 
at  0930  K.    During  the  initial  bombardment  the  HUTCHINS  sustained  a  5"  shell  hit; 
the  foremast  was  cut  half  through  and  the  shell  penetrated  4  feet  of  the  main 
deck;  radars  were  decommissioned;  3  men  were  injured. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  25  May  1  FV  from  Fleet  Air  Wing  FOUR  flew  an  armed 
reconnaissance  mission  over  central  SHIMUSHUj  5  planes  took  off,  but  2  returned 
due  to  mechanical  difficulty,  and  2  due  to  unfavorable  weather;  all  returned 
safely.    One  of  2  starting  B-24s  of  11th  AF  bombed  MATSUWA,  1  Liberator  turned 
back  because  of  engine  trouble;  both  returned  safely. 

27  May  (Oahu  date)  ^**t? 

ASPRO,  operating  northwest  of  PATAU,  reports  sinking  2  AK  *  B  on  14-15  May. 

CominCh  251859  (pink)  raises  3  major  points  with  respect  to  possible  fleet 
engagements  during  FORAGER. 

CinCPac  272136  (pink)  replies  to  foregoing  despatch. 

CominCh  and  CNO  251156  (pink)  assumes  submarine  deployment  in  TAWI  TAWI 
Area  sufficient  to  exploit  any  sorties  attempted  by  Japanese  Fleet  during  FORAGER. 

CinCSWPA  via  Com7thFleet  280121  (pink)  replies  to  the  foregoing  despatch. 

On  26  May  the  weight  of  strikes  by  SoPac  air  forces  was  directed  against 
the  RARAUL  Area  with  207  sorties  dropping  92  tons  of  100-lb.  and  1000-lb.  bombs  on 
AA  positions  and  other  enemy  installations:  TOBERA  Airfield  was  also  hit  with  13 
tons  by  4  B-24's  which  obtained  4  hits  on  the  runway.    66  fighter  bombers  bombed 
enemy  installations  in  the  BOUGAINVILLE  Area.    Night  patrols  continued  to  harass 
RABAUL;  they  also  operated  over  NEW  IRELAND  and  northern  BOUGAINVILLE. 

On  26  May,  81  B-24's  escorted  by  2  squadrons  of  P-38's,  dropped  238  tons  of 
bombs  on  enemy  installations  and  gun  positions  during  the  landing  operations  at 
BIAK  ISLAND.    Targets  on  the  Island  were  also  bombed  by  B-24's  from  the  13th  AF 
prior  to  the  landings.    As  our  ground  troops  on  BIAK  moved  westward  along  the 
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south  shore,  several  squadrons  of  A-20*s  attacked  enemy  gun  positions  at  the  MOKMER 
Airdrome  and  the  nearby  jetty.    As  our  landing  craft  moved  in  to  the  beach,  an  um- 
brella cover  was  provided  by  P-47»s.    Of  several  intercepting  Jap  fighters,  4  were 
definitely  destroyed.    During  the  afternoon  of  the  initial  landing,  12  Helen's  at- 
tacked our  shipping  off  BIAK;  4  were  shot  down;  1  crashed  on  SC  699  setting  the 
ship  on  fire;  the  ship  was  abandoned  byt  at  last  report  was  still  afloat;  casualties 
on  the  SC  were  9  burned,  4  seriously.    The  BDT-30RAM  Area  was  again  pounded  heavily 
by  a  strike  exeouted  by  18  B-25's  and  56  A-20'b;  P-47's  also  strafed  the  BUT  and 
WEWAK  Areas,    The  A-20's  returning  from  BIAK  bombed  targets  along  the  MOEWAR  RIVER 
west  of  MAFF IN  BAY;  several  villages  in  the  same  area  were  also  hit.    12  Mitchell's 
attacked  village^  in  north  central  TIMOR  and  10  other  Mitchell's  hit  BABO. 

PARGO  (SYTP  Area),  operating  west  of  the  PHILIPPINES,  reports  sinking  1  AK 
(2101)  and  damaging  1  AK  (3169)  and  1  AO  (10,052). 

CABRILLA  (SWPArea)j  operating  in  CELEBES  SEA,  east  of  BORNEO,  reports  damag- 


ing 1  airplane  tender  with  1  hit  for  6  fired,  and  sinking  1 


casual- 


Latest  reports  indicate  that  the  BIAK  Operation  progresses  satisfactorily 
and  according  to  schedule.     In  the  ?£AKDE  Area  our  forces  advanced  to  the  westward 
through  MAFFIN  VILIAGE:  during  this  advance  225  Japs  were  killed;  total 
ties  in  this  area  stand  at  1135  killed  and  6  captured, 

28  May  (Oahu  date) 


CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  continued  neutralization  of  enemy  occupied  atolls 
of  the  MARSHALLS  with  strikes  against  VTOTJE  (7  tons  by  7  F4U*s,  4  F6F ' s ,  7  SBD's), 
JALTJIT  (45  tons  by  45  B-25's),  and  MILLE  (5  tons  by  4  F6F's,  8  SBD's),    9  B-25's 
also  strafed  enemy  installations  on  P01IAPE  and  PAKIN  ISLANDS. 

Richardson  2808422  (pink)  replies  to  Marshall  2420302  (pink)j  subject  per- 
tains to  command  situation  of  Army  forces  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  Areas, 

On  27  May  SoPac  air  forces  employing  heavy,  medium,  and  light  bombers,  and 
fighters  made  143  sorties  against  targets  in  the  RABAT JL  Area  dropping  a  total  of 
123  tons  of  bombs;  the  weight  of  the  strikes  was  directed  against  the  LAKUNAI  and 
TOBERA  Areas  with  a  lesser  weight  being  directed  against  the  VANUKANATT  Area;  our 
losses  were  1  T3F  and  1  SBD  destroyed,  and  1  F4TJ  and  1  TBF  damaged.    An  unspecified 
number  of  fighter  bombers  hit  enemy  installations  on  BOUGAINVILLE. 

On  27  May  SWP  air  forces  continued  to  pound  enemy  concentrations  in  the  WE- 
7IAK  Area  and  to  the  west  thereof,  employing  B-25's,  A-20's  and  P-47tS|  and  to  hit 
personnel  and  storage  areas  at  SARMI  with  A-20,s.    Fighter  sweeps  were  made  in  the 
HANSA  BAY  Area.    Fighters  and  A-20's  provided  close  support  for  our  ground  forces 
on  BIAK  ISLAND,  and  B-25's  closely  supported  our  ground  forces  in  the  MAFFIN  BAY 
Area.    Heavy  bombers  hit  enemy  buildings  on  JAPEN  ISLAND,  and  bombed  the  RANSIKI 
Airfield  on  VOGELKOP,  and  the  two  airfields  on  N0EMF00R  ISLAND.    B-24's  from  the 
13th  AF  harassed  WOLEAT  and  3  islands  of  the  TRT1K  ATOLL.    9  B-24's  staged  from 


DARWIN  bombed  BOETA  on  CEPAM  ISLAND. 
186  to  WAEDE,  8  to  MARAUKE. 


C-47's  flew  50  supply  missions  to  HOLLANDIA, 


On  D  plus  1  two  DD's  rendered  close  fire  support  to  our  ground  forces  on 
BIAK  ISLAND,  who  were  overcoming  Jap  resistance  at  the  eastern  edge  of  MOKMER 
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Airdrome.     Three  DD's  bombarded  EIAK  early  morning  of  D  plus  2.    The  STOCKTON 
(DD  646)  received  1  4-inch  or  5-inch  shell  hit  causing  slight  material  damage, 
with  casualties  of  1  killed  and  1  wounded;  PT  339  beached  and  was  destroyed  by 
our  own  gunfire  without  casualties.    On  the  evening  of  26  May  1  Jap  plane  dropped 
bombs  on  WAKDE  killing  6  and  seriously  wounding  5. 

The  initial  landing  on  BIAE  ISLAND  was  made  at  BOSNEK  by  the  162  Infantry 
and  186th  Infantry  Regiments  of  the  41st  Division.    The  movement  westward  toward 
MOKMER  Airdrome  proceeded  with  slight  opposition.    At  BOSNEK  the  Landing  Force 
captured  two  6-inch  guns,  four  5- inch  guns,  and  two  3-inoh  guns.    Numerous  reports 
from  natives  indicate  that  the  Japanese  position  in  the  HOLLAND I A-WEWAK  Area  is 
desperate,  that  the  enemy's  morale  is  severely  shaken,  that  the  force  is  disinte- 
grating into  snail  detachments ,  and  that  all  are  critically  short  of  food.     In  the 
area  approximately  5  miles  southwest  of  the  exit  from  LAKE  SENTANI  our  ground 
patrols  found  300  dead  Japs  who  apparently  had  suffered  death  from  starvation. 


CenPac  Bhore  based  aircraft  on  27  May  oontinued  with  strikes  against  PONAPE 
where  hangar,  barracks,  and  warehouse  areas,  and  both  airfields,  were  severely 
pounded  by  24  B-24's  and  52  B-25's  which  dropped  101  tons  of  bombs  and  incendiar- 
ies; against  WOTJE  where  50^-  tons  of  bombs  were  dropped  on  the  major  islands  of 
the  atoll  by  46  SBD's,  107  F4U's,  7  F6F's,  and  1  PVj  against  JALUIT  where  7  PV's 
dropped  l\  tons  on  EM ID J j  and  against  MILLE  where  15  F4U's  dropped  l\  tons  of  bombs 
in  the  barracks  area.    Two  F4u"'e  returning  to  MAJURO  collided  in  mid-air  in  the 
traffic  circle;  both  pilots  were  presumably  lost.    On  the  following  Say  (28  May) 
strikes  were  continued  against  WOTJE  (by  12  SBD's,  23  F4U's,  2  PV's),  JALUIT  (29 
B-25's),  MILLE  (13  B-25's,  6  TBF 1 s ,  12  F4U»s),  and  TAROA  (6  SBD's,  4  F6F's), 

8  photographic  planes  accompanied  by  14  B-24's  staged  from  ENIWKTOK  completed 
a  successful  photographic  mission  of  SAIPAN  on  28  May.    Of  12  intercepting  fighters 
2  were  probanly  destroyed  and  2  damaged.    Righted  in  TANAPAG  HARBOR  were  one  pos- 
sible B3,  2  CL's,  8  AK's,  and  6  seaplanes;  at  ALISTO  Field  were  25  VP's,  and  12 
TB(M)'s,    One  B-24  was  shot  down  40  miles  east  of  SAIPAN  with  the  loss  of  4  offi- 
cers and  6  enlisted  men;  2  parachuting  crew  members  were  strafed  by  an  enemy 
fighter. 

CTF  57  270320  summarizes  operations  22-26  May. 

SILVERSIDES,  operating  in  the  MARIANAS,  gives  results  previously  unreported: 
4  ships  sunk,  one  probably  sunk,  and  2  damaged  (types  unstated).    At  300600  GOT 
she  was  chasing  a  convoy  at  16-10  N,  144-45  E  (NW  of  SAIPAN),  course  310,  speed  8. 

PERCH,  operating  east  of  FORMOSA,  reports  at  301036  GCT  obtaining  4  probable 
hits  from  6  Mark  14' s  fired  at  target  that  appeared  to  be  a  diesel  tanker. 

■Tlaknown  originator  (HARDER  ?)  reports  at  301122  GCT  one  each  1TAGAT0,  FUSO, 
KONGO  Class  SB's  and  3  other  BB's,  plus  smaller  craft,  departed  southern  SIBUTU 
STRAIT -*««0^----h^^B^o^)  ,  course  160,  high  speed;  no  carriers  were  sighted,  but 
were  believed  to  be  present.    Originator  is  searching  toward  DAVAO;  both  peri- 
scopes are  damaged. 


29  May  (Oahu  date) 


(Continued) 


1937 


29  May  (Oahu  date  -  Cont'd.) 


o 


^  DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  E0 12958,  as  amended 
'iQ  USEUCOM 


On  28  May  SoPac  air  forces  mad©  101  sorties  against  gun  positions  and  other 
enemy  installations  in  the  RABAUL  Area,  40  sorties  hit, enemy  targets  on  BOUGAIN- 
VILLE.   6  TBF's  continued  destruction  of  enemy's  cultivated  areas. 

On  28  May  (d  plus  2)  our  ground  forces  on  BIAK  were  held  up  by  enemy  oppo- 
sition east  of  MOKMER  Airdrome;  29  B-24's  dropped  80  tons  of  bombs  on  enemy  posi- 
tions in  the  MCKMER  Area;  A-20's  and  B-25's  rendered  continuous  support.    Enemy  air 
action  in  the  area  was  limited  to  attacks  by  groups  of  2  to  3  fighters;  2  were  shot 
down  by  ships'  gunfire,  one  by  ground  AA  fire,  and  3  by  our  fighters. 

One  group  of  B-26's  again  struck  BABO,  burning  one  fuel  dump  and  starting 
other  fires.    Medium  bombers  and  fighters  struck  Jap  gun  positions  in  the  WEWAK 
Area.    B-24*s  from  13th  AF  bombed  SATAWAN  ISLAND;  details  are  unreported.     23  B-24'« 
on  27  May  hit  VTOLEAI;  2  large  oil  fires  were  started  and  2  enemy  planes  were  desroy- 
ed.    Fighter  sweeps  were  made  against  the  HANSA  BAY  Area. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  27  May  5  PV's  from  Fleet  Air  Wing  FOUR  made  an  armed 
reconnaissance  over  the  KURILES;  solid  overcast  prevented  observation  of  results. 


CTF  57  reports  that  native  scouts  were  landed  on  MALOELAP  and  interviewed 
natives.    They  report  Jap  garrison  strength  to  be  2000  (mostly  navy)  and  500 
Koreans;  these  were  concentrated  at  TAR OA  and  RENTER  ISLANDS.    The  air  bombing 
and  surface  bombardment  have  inflicted  an  estimated  2500  casualties;  all  above 
ground  installations  except  mobile  artillery  have  been  destroyed.    They  report 
native  food  only  available  and  scarce;  water  is  adequate.    The  natives  did  not 
know  of  our  occupation  of  the  MARS HALLS.     Jap  morale  was  reported  as  still  good 
and  that  they  are  expecting  help. 

TAMBOR  reports  sinking  1  6500-ton  diesel  freighter  with  two  hits  NW  of  the 
MARIANAS;  she  states  that  a  radar  equipped  DD  and  radar  equipped  planes  foiled  a 
night  attack  on  2  Maru's  on  27  May.    Air  natrols  were  active  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  MARIANAS. 

Additional  submarine  reports  of  sightings  of  Japanese  Vfarships  have  been 
received,  and  are  summarized  chronologically  as  follows  {all  times  H(-8)): 

(1)  1400,30  May,  by  CABRILLA:  1  each  KONGO,  TfACATO,  FTJSO,  and  possibly  3 
other  BB • s7  de  par  ted  S  S IBUTU  (ne ar  TAWI  TAWl),  course  160,  high  speed. 

(2)  1500,  30  May,  by  BLUEFISH:!  BB,  4  OA's,  3  DD's  posit  04-40  N,  120-08  E 
(43  miles  ITbf  S  SIBUTIT,  33  miles  S  of  E  TAWI  TAWI ) ,  course  090,  speed  19. 

(3)  Dawn,  31  May,  by  BLUEFISH:  In  TAWI  TAWI  BAY  were  3  CV's,  2  SB's,  2  CA's, 
2  large  unidentified  warships,  and  other  smaller  craft;  believes  1  additional 
carrier  possibly  present. 

(4)  1025,  51  May,  by  GURNARD:  3  BB's  with  unidentified  screen  posit  5-19  N, 
125-40E  (l5TnTTes  "SE  "of  SARANGANI )  course  050,  speed  18. 

(5)  1200,  31  May,  by  RAY:  1  YAMASHIRO  BB,  3  DD's,  2  CL's  (unidentified,  but 
not  YUBARI  or  KATORI  Class)  passing  10  miles  S  of  SARANGANI,  course  060,  speed  19. 

(6)  1200-1600,  31  May,  by  PUFFER:  Over  100  carrier  aircraft  forming  up  in 
vicinity  of  TAWI  TAWI;  indicates  sortie  by  at  least  3  CV's. 


30  May  (Oahu  date) 
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CominCh  &  CNO  192206  redesignates  amphibious  forces  of  the  Pacific  Fleet  and 
assigns  commanders. 

On  29  May  SBD's  and  TBF's  dropped  31  tons  of  bombs  on  the  KAVIENG  runway, 
rendering  the  field  unserviceable j  inten  S6  f  '1.0  curate  AA  fire  shot  down  3  SBD's 
and  damaged  1  TBF;  2  pilots  and  1  gunner  were  rescued.    23  B-25's  hit  T03ERA  with 
276  100-lb.  bombs j  results  were  unobserved.    43  fighter  bombers  started  fires  in 
TALILI  supply  area  with  54  500-lb.  bombs.    41  fighter  bombers  struck  enemy  instal- 
lations along  the  northern  and  eastern  coasts  of  BOUGAINVILLE  and  bombed  the  BUKA 
airstrip.     During  the  night  3  B-25's  heckled  RABAUL,  -though  major  strikes  against 
the  town  were  weathered  out. 


30  May  (Oahu  date  -  Cont'd) 


ComSoPac  reports  the  landing  of  a  reconnaissance  party  on  TXNGWON  ISLAND 
(W  of  NEW  HANOVER  ISLAND) *    The  party  recovered  several  machine  guns,  and  destroyed 
Jap  mortar  ammunition  and  20  drums  of  gasoline;  no  enemy  were  encountered. 

Unfavorable  weather  on  29  May  prevented  air  support  of  our  ground  forces  on 
BIAK  ISLAND.     On  the  night  of  28-29  May  TRUK  and  WOLEAI  were  bombed  by  B-24's 
from  the  13th  AF.    Neither  interception  nor  AA  fire  was  encountered.     B-24*s,  A-20' 
and  B-25 * s  hit  the  WEWAK  Area  bombing  enemy  installations  and  gun  positions.  The 
SARMI  and  MAFFIN  BAY  Areas  were  attacked  by  A-20*s  and  B-25's.    P-39's  made  fighter 
sweeps  over  the  HANSA  BAT  Area.    C-47's  flew  69  missions  to  HOLLAND IA  and  13  to 
WAKDE.    11  B-25's  bombed  TIMOEKA  airstrip  (SW  NEW  GUINEA),  silencing  AA  fire;  the 
strip  was  believed  to  be  serviceable. 

Our  ground  forces  continued  to  meet  resistance  along  the  eastern  edge  of 
MOKMER  Airdrome  which  is  covered  by  enemy  shore  defensive  guns  and  mortars.  The 
162nd  Infantry  on  the  west  flank  was  still  heavily  engaged  with  a  force  estimated 
as  1  Infantry  Battalion  reinforced  with  tanks  and  naval  guns. 

In  the  MAFFIN  BAY  Area  fighting  continues  against  an  eneiqy  force  SE  of  the 
MAFFIN  airstrip.    75  of  the  enemy  attacked  our  perimeter  near  TOEM;  53  were  killed. 
Total  enemy  casualties  in  the  MAFFIN  BAY-SARMI  Area  stands  at  1,329  killed  6  cap- 
tured; an  estimated  2000-3000  enemy  remain  in  the  area. 

Enemy  movements  continue  westward  from  WEWAK. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  29  May  2  B-24's  from  the  11th  AF  and  5  PV's  from 
Fleet  Air  Wing  FOUR  made  an  armed  reconnaissance  over  MATSUWA,  SHIMUSHU,  and 
HASHIWABARA;  bombs  were  dropped  but  results  were  unobserved  owing  to  the*  overcast. 


51  May  (Oahu  date) 


CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  continued  on  29  May  with  strikes  against  MALOELAP 
(10  ton  by  8  F6F»s,  14  SBD'S),  MILLE  (4  tons  by  7  F4U's,  7  SBD),  WOTJE  (3  tone  by 
24  F4U's,  12  SBD's,  3  PV's).    Two  B-24's  obtained  partial  photographic  coverage 
of  WOTJE,  MILLE  and  JALUIT. 

The  airfield  on  ENGE3I  ISLAND  (ENIWETOK)  is  named  WIGLEY  FIELD  in  honor  of  the 
late  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ray  Clark  Wigley,  0-337221,  AUS.    Lt.  Col.  Wigley  was  former 
Commanding  Officer,  531st  Fighter  Bombardment  Squadron;  he  was  killed  in  action  18 
January  1944  while  leading  his  squadron  ORpiQgoj^a^Q  mission  over  JALUIT  ATOLL. 

n™vM™,0H     Authority;  EO  12958,  as  amended 
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The  SS  HENRY  BERGH,  enroute  from  PEARL  to  SAN  FRANCISCO,  encountered  fog 
and  grounded  SE  of  FARALLON  ISLANDS  at  1205  GOT  31  May.     1,216  passengers  were 
aboard.    Rescue  and  salvage  operations  are  in  progress.    All  crewmen  and  passengers 
have  been  removed  except  the  Captain  and  14  men, 

A  South  Pacific  search  plane  reports  3  DD's  in  position  05-10  N,  152-42  E, 
course  170,  speed  20  (150  miles  SSW  of  TRUK>  DesDiv  4L  (4  DD)  has  been  despatched 
to  intercepting  position  on  Equator  at  154  E. 

A  summary  of  results  of  South  Pacific  anti-submarine  operations  in  the  area 
generally  NE  of  MANUS  during  the  period  20-26  May  lists  3  enemy  submarines  as  prob- 
ably destroyed,  1  damaged,  and  1  attacked.    On  30  May  an  additional  enemy  submarine 
was  believed  to  have  been  sunk* 


SOPAC  air  forces  on  30  May  made  100  sortie6  against  the  RA3AUL  Sector  concen- 
trating against  supply  areas;  fighter  bombers,  TBF's,  SBD's,  PV's,  and  Army  and 
Marine  Mitchell's  participated;  3  TEF  was  shot  down  by  AA  fire  over  TALILI;  pilots 
reported  observing  several  small  parachutes  released  by  bursting  AA  shell  at  4,000 
feet,    F4U's  continued  to  harass  KAVIENG.    36  F4U's  returning  from  RABAITL  attacked 
barges  along  the  30UGAINVILLE  Coast. 

On  29  May  1  of  our  Infantry  Battalions  landed  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
TEKESSI  RIVER  (15  miles  SE  of  TOROKINA  RIVER);  they  secured  a  position  in  which  one 
of  our  artillery  battalions  emplaced  their  guns. 

RAY  reports  sighting  1  CA  (AOBA  Class)  and  1  CL  (NATORI  ClaBs)  at  1300  H(-8) 
1  June  in  position  5-40  N,  125-49  E,  course  020,  speed  18,  (S  of  DAVAO  GULF). 

On  30  May  SVJP  air  forces  bombed  and  strafed  BABO  with  3  squadrons  of  B-25*s; 
fires  were  started  among  buildings  on  taxiways  and  in  fuel  dumps;  15  enemy  fighters 
intercepted,  but  results  of  interception  were  unreported.    An  unspecified  number  of 
B-24's  bombed  CAPE  MOEN.    B-25's  and  A-20's  continued  to  give  close  support  to  our 
ground  forces  on  BIAK,  and  medium  bombers  closely  supported  our  forces  in  the  MAFFIN 
BAY  Area.    P-39's  and  Beauforts  bombed  and  strafed  WEWAK  and  HANSA  BAY  Areas.  On 
29  and  30  May  B-24»s  from  the  13th  AF  hit  WOLEAI;  neither  interception  nor  AA  fire 
was  encountered.    On  the  night  of  29-30  May  1  enemy  plane  bombed  WAKDE  without  in- 
flicting damage.    A-20's  and  P-38's  attacked  RANS  DC  I ,  south  of  MANKWORI. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  30  May  4  PV'B  from  Fleet  Air  Wing  FOUR  carried  out  an 
armed  reconnaissance  over  SHIMUSHU;  solid  overcast  obscured  results  and  prevented 
photographing.      Two  B-25's  attacked  picket  boats  about  150  miles  ESE  of  PARAMUSHIRU; 
1  picket  boat  was  sunk  and  1  damaged;  1  B-25  was  seriously  damaged. 
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Activities  of  CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  30  May  included  strikes 
against  PONAPE,  TRUK,  WAKE  and  enemy  occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHALLS.    10  B-26s 
hit  PONAPE  with  8  tons  concentrated  against  the  new  airfieldjand  gun  positions  on 
JOKAJ  ISLAND.    7  B-24s  dropped  12  tons  on  3  islands  of  the  TRUK  Atoll.    18  B-24s 
hit  WAKE  with  42  tons  concentrated  on  WILKES  ISLAND,  PEACOCK  and  HEEL  POINT.  The 
other  objectives  included  VYOTJE  (4  FSFs,  32  F4Us,  19  SBDs,  2  PVb)  and  TAR OA  (8  F6F 
14  SBDs).    1  PV  reconnoitered  TONGI  Atoll;  no  enemy  activity  was  observed. 

14  B-24s  escorted  several  PB4Y  photographic  planes  (from  SoPac)  in  a 
photographic  mission  over  GUAM  at  290130  GCT  May.    Of  several  enemy  fighters  which 
intercepted,  one  is  believed  to  have  been  destroyed.    IS  to  20  single  and  twin 
motored  planes  were  observed  on  the  0R0TE  Airfield,    4  AKs  were  observed  in  OROTE 
Harbor. 


During  the  night  of  30-31  May  SoPac  air  forces  continued  to  heckle  RABAUL. 
On  the  31st  operations  were  conducted  in  unfavorable  weather  with  results  being 
generally  unobserved.    94  sorties  of  various  types  of  aircraft  hit  T0BERA,  VUNAP0- 
PE,  TALILI,  DUKE  OF  YORK  ISLAND  and  RABAUL  TOWN.    3  SBDs  bombed  SOHANA  ISLAND  and 
the  BONIS  area. 


72  P-39  sorties  were  flown  in  the  BOUGAINVILLE  area  hitting  the  coast 
opposite  the  NE  tip  of  SOHANA  ISLAND. 

Two  infantry  battalions  which  have  been  landed  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
TEKESSI  RIVER  (15  miles  SE  of  TOROKINA  RIVER)  advanced  to  the  northward  without 
making  enemy  contact. 

FLASHER  (SWP  area)  operating  in  N.E.I,  and  PHILIPPINES  area  reports  sinking 
1  large  AK  (7500),  1  medium  AK  (4000),  2  small  AKs  (1065  e»)  for  a  total  of 
12,565  tons;  and  damaging  1  75O0»ton  AK. 

CREVALLE  (SWP  area)  operating  north  of  MALAY  BARRIER  reports  sinking  one 
large  AO  (16,764),  1  AK  (6989)  for  a  total  of  23,753  tons;  and  probably  sinking 
1  7499 -ton  AO. 

ANGLER  (SWP  area)  operating  SOENDA  STRAIT  reports  sinking  one  5704-ton  AKj 
owing  to  75$  of  the  crew  suffering  with  sickness,  the  patrol  was  terminated. 

On  31  May  SWP  air  forces  supported  our  ground  forces  on  BIAK  ISLAND  by 
hitting  the  MOKMER  area  with  33  B-24s  which  dropped  80  tons  of  bombs  and  with 
medium  bombers  directed  against  gun  positions  and  other  enemy  installations; 
fighters  also  patrolled  the  area  without  encountering  enemy  interception, 
RANSIKI  (south  of  MAIIOKWARI)  was  hit  by  2  squadrons  of  A-20s  escorted  by  P-38s. 
Our  ground  forces  in  MAFFIN  BAY  area  were  given  close  support  by  B-25s  and  P-47s 
which  strafed  armored  vehicles  and  bombed  bivouac  and  supply  areas.    2  groups  of 
A- 20s  and  12  Beauforts  bombed  and  strafed  villages  south  of  DAffUA  and  at  WEWAK. 
Fighter  sweeps  were  made  in  the  HANSA  BAY  area  and  along  other  portions  of  the 
North  Coast  of  NEW  GUINEA.    Targets  on  PULUWAT  and  WOLEAI  were  bombed  by  4  B-24s 
from  13th  Air  Force;  results  were  unobserved,    C~47s  flew  65  supply  missions  to 
HOLLANDIA  and  26  to  WAKDE. 
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6  DDs  remained  at  BIAK  to  furnish  close  supporting  fires  for  our  ground 
forces.    An  echelon  of  8  LCTs,  1  AK  and  5  DDs  arrived  BOSNEK  from  HOLLANDIA;  it 
is  scheduled  to  return  to  HOLLANDIA  on  4  June. 

Report  of  land  activity  on  BIAK  ISLAND  indicates  no  change  in  the  situation. 
Total  force  on  the  Island  consists  of  the  41st  Division  and  1  RCT  of  the  40th 
Division.    3  enemy  oounter-attaeks  against  the  forward  elements  of  the  162nd  Inf. 
Regiment  in  the  MOKMER  area  forced  our  troops  to  withdraw  to  a  defensive  position. 
Total  enemy  casualties  in  the  BIAK  area  are  reported  as  679  killed,  2  captured; 
our  casualties  are  unreported. 

In  the  MAFFIN  BAY  area  the  158  th  Infantry  Regiment  w£t#  force  A.  to  withdraw 
to  MAFFIN  VILLAGE  where  it  established  a  perimeter  defense.    Enemy  parties  con- 
tinue to  infiltrate  through  our  lines.    Enemy  mortar  fire  continues  against  our 
forces. 

In  the  HOLLANDIA  area  the  total  enemy  casualties  stand  at  2561  killed, 
550  captured. 

On  31  May  4  PVs  from  Fleet  Air  Wing  FOUR  executed  an  armed  reconnaissance 
over  SHIMUSHU;  bombs  were  dropped  and  photographs  were  taken.    All  planes  returned 


2  June  (Oahu  date) 

A  MARSHALLS  search  plane  over  TRUK  reports  sinking  1  7000-ton  AK;  the 
seaplane  base  at  MOM  was  strafed;  two  small  AK's  were  set  ablaze  and  an  ammunitioi 
dump  on  the  west  side  of  DUBLQN  was  set  afire.    TRTIK  was  also  hit  by  an  unspecified 
number  of  B-24's  from  the  13th  AFj  8  fires  and  explosions  resulted  in  the  fuel 
storage  areas;  15  enemy  fighters  intercepted,  but  results  of  interception  are  un- 
reported. 

BARB  reports  sinking  2  AK's  with  3  Mk.  14  hits  each  on  31  May  in  the 
OKHOTSK  SEA;  1  petty  officer  was  taken  prisoner  and  used  as  pilot;  information 
on  minefields  and  anti-submarine  defenses  was  obtained  from  the  prisoner. 

GUITARRO  reports  sinking  1  large  AK  on  30  May  and  1  10, 000-ton  AO  on  1 
June  off  the  southeast  coast  of  FORMOSA. 

PTCUDA,  operating  with  the  GUITARRO  (FENNO  Wolfpack),  reports  damaging 
1  large  AK  with  2  hits,  and  a  small  AK  with  1  hit  on  1  June  in  the  area  SE  of 
FORMOSA. 

BALAO  reports  1  5,000-ton  AO  sunk  with  2  Mk.  14  hits  on  1  June  in  the  area 
180  miles  NE  of  HALMAHERA. 

Information  received  from  the  American  Red  Cross  states  that  13  men  from 
the  SCULP IN  are  prisoners  of  war  in  JAPAN. 


safely. 
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On  1  June  SoPao  air  forces  flew  68  sorties  which  concentrated  against 
RABAUL  TOWN,  TOBERA  and  VUNAKANAU;  4  B-25's,  16  SBD's,  48  fighter  bombers  parti- 
cipated.    24  B-25's  hit  enemy  installations  in  the  BORPOP  Area  of  NEW  IRELAND. 
38  fighter  bomber 3  attacked  enemy  installations  in  the  BOUGA INVILLE -BUKA  Area. 
Planes  continued  to  heckle  RABAUL  and  KAVIENG  during  the  night.    Destruction  of 
cultivated  areas  on  BOUGAINVILLE  continued. 

CREVALLE  (SWP  Area),  operating  N.  of  30RNE0,  reports  sinking  1  AK  with  two 
hits  from  6  torpedoes  fired. 

ROBALO  (SWP),  operating  off  FRENCH  BTDO  CHINA  Coast,  reports  probably  sink- 
ing 1  7,500-ton  AO. 

Following  reports  of  sightings  of  enemy  surface  ships  are  listed  chrono- 
logically (all  times  K(-10))i 

(1)  0300,  2  June,  by  planet-  Enemy  DD  (5  ships)  posit  03-15  N,  130-45  E 
(155  miles  HE  of  HALMAHERA),  course  240,  no  speed  given. 

(2)  0130,  3  June,  by  plane:-  15  ships,  types  unstated  (in  4  groups), 
mean  posit  05-39  N,  126-15  E  (just  S.  of  DAYAO  GULF) ,  course  150,  speed  15. 

(3)  0440,  3  June,  by  RASHER : -  2  CA's,  4  DD's  posit  04-27  N,  126-57  E 
(10  miles  E  of  N.  Central  TALAUD  IS.) ,  course  160,  Bpeed  22, 

(4)  1424,  3  June.,  by  plane:-  2  BB's,  3  CA's,  1  CL,  9  DD's  posit  04-18  IT, 
128-30  E  (90  miles  E  of  Central  TALAUD  IS. ), course  iso,  ar«a«l  slo, 

(5)  2020,  3  June,  by  plane;-  3  large  AK's,  7  armed  adpfciiiiaries,  course  300, 
speed  10,  posit  7-10  N,  150-10  E  (90  miles  W  of  TRUK). 

(6)  2330,  5  June,  by  plane:-  Attack  completed  on  1  DD  posit  00-40  S,  133-47E 
(off  NEW  GUINEA  Coast,  NW  of  MANCKWARl). 

(7)  0003,  4  June,  by  plane:-  10  ships  (types  unstated)  posit  01-50  N, 
130-00  E  (110  miles  ENE  of  HALMAHERA),  course  115,  no  speed  given, 

(8)  0138,  4  June,  by  plane:-  2  DD's  posit  04-00  N,  129-45  E  (180  miles  E 
of  S  TALAUD  IS.);  1  direct  hit  and  2  near  misses  left  DD  in  sinking  condition. 

(9)  0245,  4  June,  by  planet-  Bombed  DD  sank. 

(10)  0300,  4  June,  by  plane:-  8  ships  (types  unstated)  posit  02-10  N, 
130-00  E  (110  ENE  of  HALMAHERA ) ,  no  course  or  speed  given. 

SWP  air  forces  on  1  June  attacked  enemy  targets  on  BIAK  ISLAND  with  1  squad- 
ron of  B-24*s;  medium  bombers  closely  supported  our  ground  forces  on  3L4K  ISLAND 
and  assisted  our  KAFFIN  BAY  forces  by  bombing  and  strafing  bivouac  areas  in  rear 
of  enemy  in  the  MAFFIN  BAY  Area.  An  unspecified  number  of  B-25's,  escorted  by 
P-47's,  attacked  N0EMF00R  ISLAND.    23  B-25's,  turned  back  from  BABO  because  of  un- 
favorable weather,  attacked  the  airdrome  and  nearby  villages  at  TIMOEKA  (SW  NEW 
GUINEA),  fuel  dumps  were  fired  and  buildings  destroyed;  accurate  AA  fire  damaged 
1  plane;  there  was  no  enemy  interception.    Air  operations  in  the  BUT-BORAK  Area 
were  cancelled  because  of  unfavorable  weather.    0-47*6  flew  24  supply  missions 
to  HOLLAND IA  and  4  to  WAKDE;  44  others  were  cancelled  because  of  bad  weather. 
Enemy  flierB  bombed  and  strafed  the  3IAK  Area  causing  only  slight  damage;  7  planes 
were  reported  definitely  shot  down  by  AA  fire  with  3  probably  shot  down. 


In  the  North  Pacific  on  1  June  2  11th  AF  Liberator's  executed  an  armed 
reconnaissance  over  SHIMNSHIRU  with  unobserved  results.    4  PV's  from  Fleet  Air 
Wing  FOUR  made  an  armed  reconnaissance  over  SHIMUSHU  and  EASHEVABARA.  .All  planes 
from  both  of  the  above  missions  returned  safely. 
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CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  struck  WOTJE  on  31  May  (4  l/3  tons  by  28  F4U's, 
12  SBD's,  2  PV's),  on  1  June  (7  tons  by  12  SBD's,  3  FV's,  22  F4U's),  and  on  2 
June  (3.3  tons  by  2  FV's,  25  F4U's);  TAROA  on  31  May  (6k  tons  by  21  SBD's,  12 
F6F's),  on  1  June  (7  tons  by  15  SBD's,  12  F6F's),  and  on  2  June  (2-£-  tons  by  6  SEP, 

4  FGF's);  REUTER  (itALOBLAP  ATOLL)  on  31  Hay  (2^  tons  by  6  SBD's,  4  F6F's);  JALUIT 
on  31  May  (3  tons  by  2  PV's);  MILLE  on  1  June  (8^  tons"  by  9  SBD's,  8  F4U's); 
NAURU  on  2  June  (11  tons  by  11  B-25's).    Two  PV's  made  a  photo  reconnaissance 
over  NAURU  and  OCEAN  ISLANDS  on  2  June;  heavy  AA  fire  at  NAURU  was  moderate;  at 
OCEAN,  intense. 

On  2  June  17  B-24's  from  7th  AF  dropped  4C£  tons  on  3  islands  of  TRUK  ATOLL,; 
hitting  warehouse  and  dispersal  areas,  and  runways.    TRUK  was  also  hit  on  1  June 
by  16  B-24's  from  13th  AF;  of  20-40  intercepting* fighters,  10  were  shot  down;  10 
B-24's  sustained  damage;  3  crewmen  were  killed  and  4  wounded. 

CTF  59  reports  search  plane  sighted  7  armed  auxiliaries,  1  DD,  2  medium  AKs ' 
and  1  large  AK  at  030840  GCT  in  position  07-10  N,  150-10  E  (90  miles  W.  of  TRUK), 
course  270,  speed  10.    A  large  AK  was  reported  as  probably  sunk  and  all  auxiliar- 
ies were  severely  strafed, 

BLAIR  Wolf pack  (PINTADO,  SHARK,  PILOTFISH),  operating  NW  MARIANAS,  reports 
at  031716  GCT  sinking  of  1  large  Ma ru  with  6  hits  from  6  torpedoes  fired  by  the 
PINTADO,  and  the  damaging  of  2  AK's  with  2  hits  in  each  by  the  SHARK. 

CominCh  031330  gives  locations  of  echelons  of  ComGen  USAF  CHPJA-BURMA-INDIA 
and  of  ComGen  14th  AF;  clarifies  situations  such  as  that  delineated  in  ComNavUnit 
14th  AAF  and  related  despatches  (pertains  to  operations  projected  from  one  area 
into  another  without  the  prior  concurrence  of  and  coordination  with  the  Area 
Commander  concerned). 

All  SoPac  air  strikes  against  RABAUL  were  cancelled  on  2  June  owing  to  un- 
favorable  weather.    4  Marine  Mitchell's  continued  to  heckle  RABAUL  during  the 
night  of  1-2  June;  fighter  planes  also  continued  to  heckle  KAVIENG  during  the 
night.    48  fighter  bombers  hit  enemy  installations  in  BOUGAINVILLE,  with  unre- 
ported results. 

Our  ground  forces  on  BIAK  ISLAND  are  engaged  in  dislodging  the  enemy  from 
defended  positions,  and  have  occupied  the  open  ground  to  the  N.  of  BOSNEKi  an 
enemy  counter  attack  was  repulsed  and  81  of  the  enemy  killed;  an  additional  100 
dead  Japs  were  found  in  1  of  the  captured  caves  overlooking  the  coastal  road. 
Attack  and  fighter  bombers  continue  close  support  of  our  ground  forces.  Elements 
of  our  ground  forces  landed  on  OWI  and  WOEDI  ISLANDS  (S.  of  BOSNEK).    At  1100  K 
(-10)  3  June,  13  to  20  Japanese  fighters  and  dive  bombers  strafed  and  bombed 
beach  positions  and  shipping  off  BOSNEK;  the  REID  (DD)  received  several  near 
misses  and  machine  gun  hits  resulting  in  1  being  killed  and  5  being  wounded; 
there  was  minor  structural  damage  to  the  ship;  there  was  no  damage  to  other  shipsj 
though  the  BACHE  and  MUSTIN  (DD's)  were  attacked.    Our  intercepting  P-40's  shot 
down  7  of  the  enemy  attacking  planes. 

The  covering  force  off  BIAK  during  the  night  of  3  June  (K)  consisted  of 
1  CA,  3  CL,  and  10  DD.    Close  support  was  provided  by  4  DD  and  1  PF  (Frigate). 
An  echelon  of  10  LST's,  1  AK,  5  DD,  and  1  PF  is  due  at  BOSNEK  4  June  (K). 


-  Continued  - 


1944 


3  June  (Oahu  da^o  -  Cont'd) 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  ED  12958,  as  amended 
HQ  USEUCOM 


On  2  June  an  unspecified  number  of  A-20's  bombed  and  strafed  RANSIKI  (S.  of 
MANEOVORI)  where  4  unidentified  enemy  planes  were  destroyed  on  the  ground;  A-20's 
also  struck  KAMIRI.    P-38's  on  an  escort  mission  with  3-25'f  enroute  to  BABO  were 
intercepted  by  15  to  20  Jap  fighters;  11  of  the  enemy  planes  were  shot  down;  we 
lost  1  P-38.    A-20's  provided  close  support  of  our  ground  foroes  in  the  MAFFIN 
BAY  Area,  and  B-24's  and  B-25's  hit  enerajr  targets  in  the  same  area.    55  A-20's 
and  8  Beauforts  bombed  and  strafed  personnel  and  storage  areas  at  BORAM,  DAGUA 
and  WETCAK.    P-47's  hit  the  HANSA  BAY  Area.    9  B-24«s  bombed  the  LIANG  Airstrip 


on  AMBON;  large  fires  resulted, 
and  14  to  WEWAK. 


C-47's  flew  86  supply  missions  to  HOLLAND I A 


In  the  North  Pacific  on  2  June  2  11th  AF  Liberator's  bombed  MA^SUWA  after 
being  turned  back  by  bad  weather  from  an  attack  against  SHBTUSHU;  results  were 
unobserved  owing  to  overcast.    4  FY's  from  Fleet  Air  Wing  FOUR  dropped  bombs  and 
incendiaries  on  SHIMUSHU  and  KASHIWABARA;  2  large  fires  were  observed  on  SHIMUSHU. 
From  the  above  missions  all  planes  returned  safely,  J 

4  June  (Oahu  date)   

CTF  59  reports  a  search  plane  sighted  1  AK,  1  possible  DD  and  6  naval  aux- 
iliaries in  position  07-25  N,  148-28  B  (210  mi.  W  of  TRUK)  at  040945  GOT,  course 
260,  speed  10;  searcher  attacked  and  sank  1  auxiliary  and  seriously  damaged 
another  (apparently  the  same  convoy  reported  in  the  summary  3  June). 

CTF  57  010730  summarizes  operations  27-31  May. 

TUNNY,  operating  in  rotating  patrol  MARIANAS  Area,  reports  1  5000- ton  AK 
sunk  on  17  May. 

FLIER  (SS  250)  reports  attacking  convoy  on  3  June  position  22-55  N# 
136-44  E  (360  mi.  SW  of  BQNINS),  and  obtaining  3  hits  in  2  medium  AK's,  sinking 
one  and  damaging  the  other. 

Intelligence  indicates  that; 

(1)  The  enemy  believes  that  we  have  a  striking  force,  including  two  car- 
riers, operating  northwest  of  HOLLAND IA, 

(2)  The  enemy  considers  it  possible  that  another  striking  force  sortied 
from  MAJURO  during  the  night  4-5  June, 

(3)  The  enemy  still  intends  to  reinforce  BIAK  using  CruDiv  16, 

(4)  An  oiler  group  left  TAWI  TAWI  3  June  for  the  SURIGA0  STRAITS  Area, 

(5)  The  CinC  Combined  Fleet  has  issued  an  urgent  order  to  the  Striking 
Force  and  to  FUSO  plus  CruDiv  5, 

(6)  This  order  may  involve  movement  of  the  Striking  Force  to  sea  to  the 
eastward  of  MINDANAO. 

Intelligence  also  indicates  that  enemy  air  strength  is  being  rushed  to 
western  NEW  GUINEA.    BABO  and  SARONG  are  the  principal  bases  for  air  attacks  on 
our  forces  at  BIAK,  and  are  being  directed  by  ComAirFlot  23  at  SARONG. 

For  the  second  successive  day  all  scheduled  air  strikes  on  the  RA.3AUL  Area 
were  cancelled  on  3  June  owing  to  unfavorable  weather.    4  Marine  Mitchell's  con-  I 
tinued  to  heckle  RABAUL  during  the  night  of  2-3  June.    58  fighter  bombers  strafed 
and  bombed  enemy  installations  on  BOUGAINVILLE,  concentrating  mainly  on  the 
southern  portion  of  the  Island.  , 

V 
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4  June  (Oahu  date  -  Cont'd)  HQ  USEUCOM 

BONEFISH  (SWP  Area),  operating  in  the  SULU  SEA,  reports  sinking  1  AK 
(4,124),  1  AK  (4468),  1  AP  (8,812),  and  1  AO  (10,020)  for  a  total  of  27,424  tons} 
probably  sinking  1  500- ton  AK. 

RASHER  reports  sighting  a  TAKAO  Glass  cruiser  entering  DAVAO  GUIF  at  1000  K 
(-10)  4  June,  and  2  destroyers  departing  at  1800  K  (-10)  4  June,  speed  22, 

A  night  search  plane  reports  sighting  at  0110  K(-10)  5  June  15  ships 
(types  unstated)  in  position  00-31  N,  129-05  E,  course  560,  speed  not  given; 
searcher  attacked  and  damaged  1  ship. 

Com7thFleet  reports  situation  of  Jap  southbound  surfaoe  force  HALMAHERA 
Area  remains  unclarif led. 

Our  ground  forces  on  BIAK  continue  to  meet  strong  enemy  resistance,  but 
report  some  advancement  to  the  westward  toward  MCKMER  Airdrome.    At  1735  K(-10) 

4  June,  our  force  covering  BIAK  from  a  position  50  miles  NE  of  BOSNEK  was  at- 
tacked by  10  Jap  planes;  a  near  bomb  miss  slightly  damaged  the  NASHVILLE,  but 
she  remains  with  the  force;  the  PHOENIX  received  only  superficial  damage.  At 
0115  K(- 10)  5  June  the  same  force  was  attacked  by  an  unknown  number  of  Jap  tor- 
pedo planes;  no  damage  was  sustained  by  the  force. 

On  3  June  1  group  of  A-20's  struck  MANOKWARI  firing  fuel  dumps;  the  re- 
turning A-20's  also  strafed  the  KAMIRI  Airfield  on  N0EMF00R.    P-47's,  while 
escorting  shipping  E  of  BIAK,  shot  down  4  Jap  fighters.    6  3-24' s  bombed  supply 
areas  at  MAFFIN  BAY.    P-47*p  and  P-39's  bombed  the  WEffAK  and  HANSA  3AY  Area.  On 
the  night  of  2-3  June,  an  unspecified  number  of  B-24*s  from  MANUS  bombed  TRtJK 
with  unannounced  results. 

Two  11th  AF  Liberator* s  made  an  armed  reconnaissance  on  4  June  over  the 
Central  KURILES;  results  were  unobserved  owing  to  overcast.    1  PT  from  Fleet 
Air  Wing  FOUR  bombed  KASHIWABARA  through  overcest  with  unobserved  results. 

fctf 

5  June  (Oahu  date) 

On  3  June    CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  continued  strikes  against  TOTJE, 
MILLE,  and  TAROA;  a  special  strike,  made  on  5  June  against  JALUIT,  destroyed 
4  single  engine  seaplanes  on  the  water.     13  B-24's  hit  3  islands  of  TRUK  ATOLL 
with  37|-  tons  of  bombs.    2  B-24's  hit  PONAPE  with  llg-  tons. 

BILLFISH,  operating  SW  of  GUAM,  reports  sinking  1  passenger  freighter  on 
21  May. 

BLAIR  Wolfpack  ( PINTADO ,  SHARK,  PILOTFISH)  reports  at  051028  GCT  SHARK  san] 
1  AP  and  2  AK's  from  convoy  position  17-39N,  140-51  E,  course 'l20,  speed  8;  5 
AK's  and  7  escorts  remain.    A  5th  convoy  consisting  of  3  ships  and  4  escorts 
arrived  at  the  same  position,  course  235,  speed  7;  the  Wolfpack  is  after  them. 

CominCh  &  CNO  051300  designated  commanders  of  Fleet  Marine  Ground  Forces, 

POA. 
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SoPac  air  forces  on  4  June  directed  85-100  sorties  against  Hie  RABAUL 
Areaj  SBD'a,  TBF's,  8-25*8,  and  fighter  bombers  participated.    Of  28  SBD's  and 
TBF' s  which  hit  VUNAPOPE  supply  areas,  1  TBF  was  shot  down,  and  2  SBD'a  and  3 
TBF's  were  damaged.    1  of  23  B-25'b  which  hit  RABAUL  TOWN  was  lost.    5  NEW 
ZEALAND  PV's  attacked  targets  along  the  NEW  IRELAND  Coast.    38  fighter  bombers, 
6  SBD'a  and  TBF's,  and  1  PV  hit  enemy  installations  on  BOUGAINVILLE. 

On  successive  days  elements  of  a  FIJI  Battalion  on  BOUGAINVILLE  have  made 

landings  at  TEKESSI  RIVER,  JABA  RIVER,  and  MUPEKA  RIVER;  patrols  advanced  as  far 

south  as  MAWARAKA  (S.  end  of  EMPRESS  AUGUSTA  BAY) ;  only  sporadic  enemy  artillery 

fire  was  encountered. 

PUFFER  (SWP  Area),  operating  N.  of  TAWI  TAWI,  reports  sinking  1  large  un- 
identified AO,  leaving  1  sinking  when  last  seen,  and  damaging  a  3rd. 

COD  (SWP  Area),  operating  N.  of  MALAY  BARRIER,  reports  sinking  1  DD 
KAMIZAZE  Class  ( 1,270)  and  1  AP-AK  (8,812)  for  a  total  of  10,082  tons;  probably 
sinking  1  AP  (6,003)  and  1  AP-AK  (5,423)  for  a  total  of  11,426  tons. 

Our  ground  forces  at  ATIAPE  report  increased  enemy  pressure  against  the 
east  perimeter. 

Our  ground  forces  on  BIAK  on  the  morning  of  5  June  (K)  reached  a  position 
NE  of  MOKMER  Airdrome;  strong  opposition  still  held  up  the  advance  westward 
along  the  coast.    Air  support  of  ground  operations  on  BIAK  continued;  18  B-24's 
bombed  Jap  positions. 

BABO  Airfield  was  bombed  by  1  group  of  A-20'sj  several  enemy  planes  were 
destroyed  on  the  ground;  escorting  fighters  made  no  contacts.    B-24's,  A-20's, 
and  Beaufort's  bombed  the  WEWAK  Area.    7  B-25's  bombed  TOEAL  Airfield  on  KAI 
ISLAND. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  (K),  2  Jap  planes  bombed  and  strafed  BIAK  with 
out  damage. 

At  dawn  on  5  June  BLUEFISH  reports  3  CV's,  6  CA's,  and  10  medium  and  small 
unidentified  ships,  plus  2  probable  BB's,  at  TAWI  TAWI. 

Intelligence  indicates  thati 

(1)  At  042210  CinC  Combined  sent  a  most  urgent  message  to  Commander  Strik- 
ing Force. 

(2)  Enemy  has  ascertained  that  we  have  no  carriers  in  forces  northwest  of 
HOLLANDIA,  but  shipping  in  the  CAROLINES,  NEW  GUINEA,  and  HALMAHERA  Areas  re- 
mains alerted. 

(3)  Enemy  plans  air  attack  on  U.S.  force  500  miles  bearing  145°  from 
WOLEAI,  aircraft  from  GUAM  to  stage  through  WOLEAI. 

Com7thFleet  estimates  Jap  Fleet  disposition  to  be  near  his  area  on  the 
morning  of  6  June  (K);  this  estimate  is  based  on  recent  sightings  as  follows: 

(1)  2  BB,  5  CV,  6  CA,  1  CL,  10  DD  in  vicinity  of  TAWI  TAWI. 

(2)  1  BB,  2  CA,  5  DD  in  DAVAO  GULF. 

(3)  4  DD  at  HALMAHERA. 

(4)  1  CA,  1  CL,  5-5  ^cj^s^^nity  SORONG-CERAM. 
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One  Army  and  3  Navy  photo  Liberator's,  escorted  by  5  Amy  Liberator's  (under 
CTF  59),  photographed  GUAM  at  060140  GCT;  good  results  were  believed  to  have  been 
obtained  with  verticaLrbblique  coverage;  10  to  15  planes  of  various  types  were  ob- 
served on  OROTE  Airfield  and  4  to  5  medium  AK's  were  present  in  the  harbor.  CenPac 
shore  based  aircraft  also  attacked  MII.LE,  FAURU ,  and  PONAPE.    A  MARSHALLS  search 
plane  sighted  at  060145  GCT  2  AO's,  3  AK's,  and  5  armed  auxiliaries  in  position 
12-20  N,  147-14  E  (140  mi.  SE  GUAM),  course  330,  speed  10;  1  trailing  AK  believed 
damaged  by  4  500 -lb.  bombs. 

BLAIR  T70lfpack  summarizes  results  of  operations  for  the  nest  week;  this  sum- 
mary includes,  adds  to,  and  amplifies  the  2  previous  reports  contained  in  CenPac 
summaries  3  June  and  5  June.    SHARK  sank  1  AO,  1  AP,  2  AK's,  and  damaged  1  AK. 
PINTADO  sank  3  AK's.    Minimum  total  tonnage  sunk  46,000;  damaged  6,000  tonB. 

GUITARRO,  operating  E.  of  FORMOSA,  reports  sinking  a  MINEKAZE  Class  DD  on 
night  of  2  June  (intelligence  reports  indicate  this  to  have  been  a  frigate). 

TUNA  reports  bombarding  PAIS  ISLAND  (E.  of  UI.ITHI  ATOLL)  on  14  May  with  24 
HC  shells. 

Though  hampered  by  bad  weather,  SoPac  air  forces  on  5  June  made  45  sorties 
(11  B-25's,  22  SBD  &  TBF,  5  FY's,  7  P-38's)  against  targets  in  the  RABAUL  Area. 
BOUGAINVILLE  targets  were  hit  by  37  P-39's  and  2  T3F's  which  concentrated  against 
artillery  (estimated  as  about  6  pieces  with  prime  movers)  moving  north  at  HARI  (SW 
BOUGAINVILLE,  midway  between  MOILA  PT.  and  S.  edge  EMPRESS  AUGUSTA  BAY).    F4U's  con- 
ducted fighter  sweeps  in  the  BOUGAINVILLE  Area. 

In  the  AITAPE  Area  the  enemy  continues  to  exert  strong  pressure  against  our 
east  flank.    The  ground  situation  on  BIAK  ISLAND  remains  unchanged;  B-24's  and  B-25's 
continue  to  support  the  ground  forces. 

On  5  June,  SWP  air  forces  hit  MANCKWARI  with  43  A-20's,  concentrating  against 
shipping  supplies,  and  the  harbor  and  jetties;  the  returning  planes  strafed  KAMIRI 
Airdrome  on  N0EMF00R  ISLAND.    Fighter  bombers  hit  enemy  installations  in  the  BUT- 
EORAM  and  TfEWAK  Areas.    B-25's  made  an  armed  reconnaissance  of  the  MAPIA  ISLAND  GROUP 
(N.  of  WETCAK).    C-47'r  flew  a  total  of  78  supply  missions  to  HOLLANDIA,  10  to  TADJI , 
and  5  to  7/AKDE.    B-24's  from  the  13th  AF  bombed  TRUK  with  unreported  results.  B-25's 
which  made  a  shipping  strike  against  VYAIGEO  ISLAND  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  (K)  re- 
port 1  possible  hit  on  the  bow  of  an  AOBA  Class  CA. 

Com7thFleet  reports  that  damage  to  the  PHOENIX  and  NASHVILLE  will  require  dock-j 
ing  for  repairs  for  periods  of  3  days  and  5  days  respectively. 

Marshall  062045Z  (pink)  directs  command  of  U.S.  Army  Forces  in  the  South  and 
Central  Pacific  Areas  will  pass  to  Commanding  General,  U.S.  Army  Forces,  Pacific 
Ocean  Areas  at  such  time  as  mutually  agreed  by  Harmon  and  Richardson. 

CinCSWPA  210747  May  (pink).    General  MacArthur  and  Admiral  Halsey  recommend 
that  assumption  of  command  of  forces  west  of  159  E.  pass  CinCSWPA  effective  at 
0001  L(-ll)  15  June. 

im)  , 

CominCh  &  CNO  0712^fc[j^j|i)|g  to  the  foi*egoing  despatch^  approved.  •    A  / 
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MARSHALL5 search  plane  reports  sighting  at  070900  GCT  3  AKs  with  2  escorts 
position  07-56  N,  147-32  E  (50  miles  ea3t  of  PULTWAT  ISLAND)  course  090° ,  speed 
10. 

RASHER  operating  CELEBES  SEA  reports  at  080900  GCT  sinking  one  large  AP 
with  5  hits. 

In  the  SoPac  area  on  6  June  unfavorable  weather  cancelled  all  bombing 
missions  except  for  2  B-25s  which  heckled  RABAUL  on  the  night  of  5-6  June.  Air 
activity  was  limited  to  fighter  patrols  over  the  RABAUL  and  KAVIENG  areas,  and 
over  BOUGAINVILLE .    During  the  above  operations  1  B-25  and  1  F4U  were  lost. 

HOE  (SWP  area)  operating  CHINA  SEA  reports  sinking  one  4000  ton  AK  and 
damaging  4  AKs  totalling  19,500  tons. 

HAKE  {SWP  area)  reports  sighting  at  the  entrance  to  DAVAO  GULP  at  02 3 OH 
(-8)  8  June  2  CAs  and  2  DDs,  course  170°,  speed  18;  the  submarine  sank  1  DD. 

Com  7thFleet  reports  searcher  sighted  at  0245K  (-10)  two  7000  ton  AKs  and 
one  1000  ton  AK,  position  03-30  N,  127-30  E  (60  miles  SE  TALAUD  ISLAND),  course 
140°,  speed  not  given;  1  DD  at  0030K  position  00-16  N,  128-48  E  (off  east  coast 
HALMAHERA),  course  340,  speed  23;  7  APs  loaded  with  troops  in  DAVAO  GULF  on  7  June 

00* 

CinC  SWPA  reports  capture  of  MOKMER  Airdrome  on  3IAK  ISLAND;  however, 
Com  7thFleet  reports  enemy  strongly  entrenched  around  the  airfield.    B-25s  contin- 
ued to  support  our  advancing  ground  troops  by  bombing  and  strafing  assigned 
targets.    Unfavorable  weather  greatly  curtailed  SWP  air  activities.    Strikes  by 
the  5th  Air  Force  included,  in  addition  to  the  B-25s  at  BIAK,  A-20s  and  Beauforts 
against  WEWAK  area, and  fighter  bombers  along  the  north  coast  of  NEW  GUINEA  from 
WEWAK  to  HANSA  BAY.    B-24s  from  13th  AF  bombed  TRUK  through  bad  weather  on  the  6th 
with  unreported  results.    C-47s  flew  50  supply  missions  to  HOLLANDIA  and  42  to 

8  June  (Oahu  date)  {      #T  ' 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  7  June  conducted  strikes  against  MILLE, 
TAROA,  WOTJE,  PONAPE,  and  NAURU;  a  photo  reconnaissance  was  made  of  PAKIN  ISLAND. 
On  the  8th  strikes  were  made  against  MILLE  and  TRUK j  4  Liberator's  which  did  not 
get  through  to  TRUK  bombed  PONAPE  TOWN. 

CTF  57  060400  summarizes  operations  1-5  June. 

FLYING  FISH,  operating  SW  PALAU,  reports  hits  sank  1  6,000-ton  AK  and 
damaged  another  at  250100  GCT. 

Unfavorable  weather  prevented  operations  of  hecklers  over  RABAUL  on  the 
night  of  6  June.  On  the  7th,  51  sorties  were  made  against  airfields  and  supply 
areas  in  the  RABAUL  Area.  38  fighter  bombers  attacked  enemy  occupied  positions 
in  the  BOUGAINVILLE  Area.    Two  Avengers  struck  in  the  DUKE  OF  YORK  GROUP. 
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8  June  (Oahu  date  -  Cont'd)  HQ  USEUCOM 

The  following  summary  is  given  of  enemy  surface  activity  in  the  area 
north  and  northwest  of  BIAK  (All  times  are  K(-10)): 

(1)  At  1330,  8  June,  10  B-25's  attacked  ar.  enemy  task  force  of  2  CL'b 
(these  may  have  been  minelayers)  and  5  DD's;  report  sinking  4  DD's  and  damaging 
a  5th;  when  last  seen  the  force  was  on  a  northwesterly  course;  escorting  P-3P*s 
shot  down  5  of  10  attacking  enemy  fighters.     (Com7thFleet  assesses  above  damage  to 
DD's  as  1  sunk,  1  left  in  sinking  condition,  1  burning  heavily,  and  1  with  a  small 
fire). 

(2)  At  2330,  8  June,  the  above  force  was  engaged  by  one  of  ours  consisting 
of  1  CA,  2  CL,  14  DD. 

(3)  At  0100,  9  Jure,  being  unable  to  close  the  range,  our  cruisers  and  6 
DD's  abandoned  the  pursuit,  while  the  8  remaining  DD's  continued  the  chase. 

(4)  At  0230,  9  June,  the  8  DD's  abandoned  the  pursuit. 

(5)  At  1000,  9th,  our  force  assembled  and  returned  toward  HOLLAND IA. 

(6)  At  2029,  9th,  a  search  plane  reports  3-5  ships  about  85  miles  NW  of 
BIAK,  proceeding  to  the  SE  at  20  knots. 

Our  ground  forces  on  BIAK  continued  on  7  June  mopping  up  the  enemy  force 
in  the  vicinity  of  KOKKER  Airdrome  and  consolidating  positions.    25  B-25's  and  22 
A-20's  continue  close  support  of  our  ground  troops;  they  also  bombed  SORIDO  Air- 
field. 


On  7  June,  24  A-20»s  bombed  the  airfield  on  N0EMF00R  ISLAND  and  hit  enemy 
gun  positions.    A-20's  and  Beauforts  attacked  targets  in  the  3UT-B0RAW  and  WEWAK 
Areas.    Fighter  bombers  continued  sweepB  along  the  north  coast  of  NEV7  GUINEA,  con- 
centrating on  the  MAFFIN  BAY  and  T5ETCAK  Areas.     C-47's  flew  38  supply  missions  to 
HOLLAND IA,  36  to  V.'AKDE,  and  19  to  TADJI.    During  the  past  2  days  several  raids  by 
1  or  2  planes  each  have  been  made  by  the  enemy  against  our  positions  on  3IAK  and 
1','AKDEj  no  damage  to  our  forces  resulted.  yh 

9  June  (Oahu  date) 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  8  June  struck  TAROA ,  VTOTJE,  MILLK,  J ALU IT , 
and  NAURU.    Early  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  1  squadron  of  B-24's  from  7th  AF  bombed 
TRUK  ATOLL.    A  single  B-24  bombed  FONAFE.    A  search  plane  bombed  installations  on 
FULUWAT  reporting  radio  station  demolished  and  gun  positions  knocked  out  east 
POINT  ALET;  observed  increased  AA  positions  and  new  taxistrip  parallel  to  runway; 
Heavy,  medium,  and  light  AA  fire  was  intense  and  accurate;  the  plane  sustained 
damage. 

SNAPPER,  operating  off  TRUK,  was  strafed  by  a  Jap  fighter;  1  man  was  killed 
and  the  Commanding  Officer  and  2  men  were  seriously  wounded;  bad  oil  leaks  and 
minor  damage  required  SNAPPER  to  retire  to  MAJURO. 

On  night  7-8  June  Marine  Mitchells  continued  to  heckle  RABAUL.    Or.  the  8th 
64  sorties  were  made  against  enemy  installations  in  the  RABAUL  Area,  concentrated 
mainly  against  supply  areas  in  the  vicinity  of  RABAUL  and  TALILI;  SBD's,  TBF's, 
B-25's,  and  P-38's  participated. 
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9  June  (Oahu  date  -  Cont'd) 
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48  fighter  bomber  sorties  were  made  against  enemy  occuoied  positions  in 
the  BUK A-B OU GA INVILLE  Areas. 

On  the  night  of  9-10  June  (K)  our  surface  forces  searched  for  the  enemy 
force  reported  proceeding  south  from  a  position  about  85  miles  NYtf  of  BIAK;  no 
contacts  were  made. 


HARDER  reports  an  enemy  force  of  3  BB's,  4  OA's,  plus  DD's  heading  south 
from  SIBUTU  at  1800  H(-8)  10  June.    Also  reports  sinking  two  more  DD's  at  2130 
H(-8)  on  9  June  while  proceeding  southward  through  SIBUTU  PASSAGE  (based  on  a 
report  from  Corn7thFleet,  this  submarine  apparently  reported  sinking  2  DD's  on  the 
7th) . 

DARTER  (SWP  Area),  operating  E.  of  HALMAHERA,  reports  sinking  a  5900-ton 
AK  on  13  May. 

On  the  night  of  8-9  June  (K)  3  B-24's  hit  PALAU;  on  the  following  morning 
PALAU  was  again  hit  by  at  least  2  squadrons  of  B-24's;  15  to  20  Jap  fighters  inter- 
cepted.   B-24's  from  13th  AF  hit  TRUK  and  SATAWAN  on  the  9th(K);  15  to  20  fighters 
intercepted.    On  the  night  of  8-9  June  (K),  an  unspecified  number  of  B-25's  damaged 
47  enemy  planes  in  revetmentB  at  DABO  Airdrome.    On  the  morning  of  the  9th  (K),  17 
A-20's  attacked  3  AK'b  (under  1000  tons)  at  MANCRWARIj  1  was  sunk,  1  left  sinking, 
and  a  3rd  left  burning.    B-24's  and  B-25's  heavily  hit  the  WEWAK  and  IIANSA  BAY  , 
Areas . 


The  ground  situation  on  BTAK  remains  substantially  the  same  as  previously 
reported.    Medium  and  heavy  bombers  continue  to  support  our  ground  forces. 

A  pre-dawn  strike  on  9  June  (K)  by  2  Jap  planes  against  our  airfield  on 
V7AKDE  destroyed  and  damaged  several  planes. 

10  June  (Oahu  date) 

Intelligence  reports  indicate  that  TF  58  struck  MARIANAS  on  the  afternoon 
of  11  June  (E.  Long,  date);  and  that  our  force  has  been  under  enemy  air  attack 
since  about  0200  12  June  (E.  Long.  date). 

B ANGUS T  (DE  739)  reports  destroying  Jap  submarine  10-00  N,  168-20  E 
(75  miles  HE  of  ROl)  at  101300  GCT  after  sight  contact;  hedgehog  explosions  were 
followed  1  minute  later  by  a  heavy  explosion  with  a  large  area  of  oil  on  the  sur- 
face. 


In  the  SoPac  area  Marine  Mitchells  continued  to  heckle  RABAUL  during  the 
night  of  8-9  June.     On  9  June  78  sorties  were  made  against  supply  areas  in  the 
vicinity  of  RABAUL;  the  weight  of  the  attacks  was  directed  against  RATAVAL,  VUNA- 
POPE,  and  KERAVIAj  SBD's,  TBF's,  P-25's,  and  P-39's  participated;  in  addition  to 
the  above  sorties,  12  fighter  bombers  assisted  by  hitting  AA  positions.    6  fighters 
bombed  and  strafed  KAVIEITG.    60  fighter  bombers  attacked  enemy  occupied  positions 
in  the  BUKA-EOUGAINVILLE  Areas.     P-38's  skip-bombed  underground  storage  areas 
along  KERAVIA  BAY. 

SAKDLAHCE  (SWP  Area),  operating  off  SAIFAN,  reports  sinking  3  AK's  for  a 
total  of  14,200  tons,  and  damaging  2  AK's  for  a  total  of  10,500  tons. 
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SWP  air  forces  on  9  June  sent  10  B-25's  against  MANOKWARI  which  hit  the 
town  and  shipping  in  the  harbor;  1  small  f re ighter  (500-1,000  tons),  6  luggers, 
and  1  barge  were  sunk;  3  buildings  in  the  town  were  destroyed  and  fires  were 
started.    For  the  fourth  consecutive  day  B-24's  from  13th  AF  bombed  TRUK;  for 
the  first  time  in  recent  attacks,  enemy  interception  was  not  encountered,  An 
unspecified  number  of  B-24's  hit  barracks  and  the  operations  building  on  PELELIU 
Airdrome;  this  was  a  night  attack  which  followed  a  heavy  daylight  bombardment. 
A-20's  bombed  and  strafed  BABO  starting  fuel  fires  and  damaging  installations. 
Coastal  installations  and  stores  in  the  BUT-BORAM  Area  were  attacked  by  2  groups 
of  A-20's.    The  usual  fighter  sweeps  were  made  along  the  north  coast  of  NEW  GUINEA 
in  the  WEWAK  and  HANSA  BAY  Areas.    Reports  state  that  the  bombing  of  WAKDE  by  2 
Jap  planes  (summary  9  June)  destroyed  10  of  our  planes. 


11  June  (Oahu  date) 


CTG  58.1  120037  summarizes  results  of  D-4  operations  over  GUAM  and  ROTA. 
A  total  of  160  sorties  were  flown.    Enemy  damage  was  assessed  as  41  planes  downed 
in  the  air  with  1  probable;  6  planes  destroyed  on  ground  and  5  probably  destroyed; 
1  large  AK,  1  large  AO,  1  medium  AK,  2  trawlers,  and  1  barge  were  damaged  by 
strafing.    The  revetments  and  dispersal  areas  at  AGANA  were  strafed  as  were  several 
trucks  on  ROTA. 


CTF  58  reports  air  opposition  against  our  force  to  have  been  reduced  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  be  negligible;  approximately  130  enemy  planes  have  been  de- 
stroyed.   Report  also  states  that  on  purple  beaches  (MAGIC IENNE  BAY)  there  is 
moderate  surf;  on  westerr  beaches  there  is  practically  no  surf.    The  only  dis- 
covered changes  in  known  enemy  installations  are  4  additional  automatic  AA  guns 
and  2  occupied  dual  purpose  gun  positions.    Cane  fields  have  been  fireA  and  were 
burning  nicely.    A  search  plane  from  the  YORK TOWN  sighted  a  convoy  of  3  DD's  and 
3  1,000-ton  AK's  130  miles  due  west  of  0R0TE  POINT  ( GUAM)  at  0900  K  (-10)  12  June, 
course  180,  speed  10. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  9  June  hit  JALUIT,  WOTJE,  and  TAROA.  On 
9  and  10  June  OCEAN,  NAURU,  and  MULE  were  attacked.  Or.  10  June  2  Liberators, 
diverted  from  TRUK  strike,  hit  PONAPE.  On  10  and  11  June,  B-24»s  bombed  major 
islands  of  TRUK  ATOLL. 

While  handling  Torpex  warheads  at  about  111430  VW  (plus  9^)  an  explosion 
occurred  involving  loading  platform  and  1  tunnel  at  WATKELE  GULCH  Annex.    A  total 
of  78  warheads  exploded  while  they  were  being  unloaded  from  a  truck  onto  a  plat- 
form for  transfer  to  an  underground  tunnel.    Two  enlisted  men  and  1  civilian  are 
known  to  have  been  killed;  1  warrant  officer  and  3  enlisted  men    and  3  civilians 
are  missing.     Investigation  is  in  progress. 

Marine  Mitchells  continued  to  heckle  RABAUL  during  the  night  of  9-10  June. 
On  10  June  136  sorties  were  made  against  AA  £un  oositions  S  and  SW  of  RAPCPO  in 
the  RABATTL  Area;  SBD's,  TBF's,  B-25's,  P-39's,  and  P-38's  participated  in  the 
dropping  of  87  tons  of  bombs.    8  fighter  patrols  bombed  the  KAVIENG  runway  while 
5  PV^s  hit  other  targets  in  the  NEW  IRELAND  Area.    6  B-24's,  during  a  training 
exercise,  bombed  RAPOPD  Airfield  with  22  tons  of  bombs.    44  A-20's  bombed  enemy 
occupied  positions  in  southern  and  eastern  BOUGAINVILLE.    The  usual  fighter  sweeps 
were  made  along  the  coast  of  BUEA  and  BOTGA5|jft$<*gfflEQ 
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11  June  (Oahu  date  -  Cont'd) 

HARDER  reports  sighting  anchored  in  TAWI  TAWI  BAY  on  11  June  (K)  the  tops 
of  3  or  4  FDSO  type  BB's,  about  6  CA's,  and  several  DD's.    She  definitely 
identified  1  BB  southbound  on  10  June  (K)  as  MUSASHI  Class  and  believes  the  other 
2  are  the  sane  class,    No  carrier  based  planes  were  seen  in  the  area. 

HAKE,  on  the  morning  of  11  June,  reports  sighting  1  KUMA  type  CL,  2  DD's, 
and  1  XCVS  with  a  deckload  of  planes  entering  DAVAO  GULF. 

LAP ON  (SWP  Area),  operating  in  SOUTH  CHINA  SEA,  reports  sinking  two  7,500 
ton  AK'fl  and  damaging  one  7,500-ton  AK. 

A  search  plane  from  SWP  Area  reports  sighting  on  11  June  (K)  1  CL  and  2  DD 
off  PELELIU  ISLAND  (PALAU).    Another  searcher  reports  that  1  CA  and  2  DD  were 
sighted  in  the  TRUK  Area  at  mid-day  12  June  (K). 

Intelligence  indicates  that: 

(1)  There  is  as  yet  no  enemy  reaction  involving  movement  of  major  fleet 

units. 

(2)  Reaction  thus  far  involves  principally  shore  based  aircraft  and  Bub- 
marines.  ' 

(3)  BatDiv  ONE  is  still  involved  in  operations  connected  with  the  MENADO- 
HALKAHERA-WESTERN  NEW  GUINEA  Area. 

(4)  CinC  First  Mobile  Fleet  is  still  at  TAWI  TAWI. 

Our  ground  forces  on  BIAK  report  that  Japanese  artillery  fire  has  been 
placed  upon  KOKMER  Airfield;  our  troops  are  advancing  to  the  west  in  an  effort 
to  eliminate  this  threat.    The  covering  force  of  1  CA,  2  CL,  and  14  DD  has  de- 
parted from  the  BIAK  Area  and  is  due  to  arrive  T.'ANUS  on  12  June, 

The  KALK  (DD)  was  attacked  by  4  Zekes  at  121045  K  (-10)  while  escorting  a 
barge  tow  into  BOSNEK;  1  engine  room  and  fire  room  were  placed  out  of  commission; 
main  power  was  regained  after  6  hours.    The  ship  is  proceeding  in  convoy  to 
HOLIANDIA;  personnel  casualties  were  believed  light. 

On  10  June  24  B-24's  heavily  attacked  PELELIU  Airdrome  at  PALAU;  many 
explosions  resulted,  fires  were  started,  and  an  ammunition  dump  was  blown  up; 
40  to  50  enemy  fighters  intercepted,  but  details  of  interception  are  unreported; 
2  of  our  planes  wpre  loBt  and  several  were  damaged.    During  the  preceding  night 
PALAU  was  also  raided  by  an  unspecified  number  of  B-24's;  neither  interception 
nor  AA  fire  was  encountered.    During  the  night  of  10-11  June  B-24's  from  13th 
AF  bombed  DUBLON  ISLAND  (TRUK  ATOLL);  1  B-24  was  lost.    B-24's  continued  to  bomb 
concentrations  of  enemy  troops  and  the  SORIDO  and  BORAKOE  Airfields  on  BIAK.  A-20' 
made  a  shipping  6trike  in  the  GEELVINK  BAY  Area.    Coastal  positions  on  BIAK  were 
attacked  by  A-20's.    Fighter  bombers  attacked  enemy  positions  in  the  BUT-BORAM 
Area;  other  fighter  bombers  hit  the  HANSA  and  NIGHTINGALE  BAY  Areas.  C-47's 
flew  a  total  of  33  supply  missions  to  HOLIANDIA,  33  to  TADJI,  and  21  to  wAfDE. 
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CTG  58.1  130615  summarizes  results  of  D-3  operations  over  GUAM  and  ROTA. 
A  total  of  543  sorties  were  flown.    Enemy  damage  was  assessed  as  18  planes  downed 
in  the  air  with  3  probably  downed,  and  1  damaged;  23  planes  were  destroyed  on  the 
ground  and  14  damaged;  1  medium  AK  was  probably  sunk,  and  1  medium  AK  and  1  sampan 
and  1  60-ft.  ship  were  damaged  by  strafing.    The  Group's  combat  losses  were  4 
FGF'r  and  1  TBP;  operational  losses  were  3  SB2C's  and  X  T3F;  5  nilots  and  2  crews 
were  lost  in  combat,  and  1  pilot  operationally;  1  crewman  was  seriously  injured. 

CTG  58,1  121230"  contains  information  concerning  enemy  installations  on  GUAM. 

CTG  58.1  reports  results  of  air  attack  against  G-ship  convoy  reported  yes- 
terday 245  mi.  W  of  GUAM.    20  VF's  loaded  with  500-lb.  bombs,  plus  1  VFN  and  1 
SB2C  for  navigation  and  rescue,  made  the  attack.    2  AK's,  1  Large  DD,  2  medium 
DD's,  and  1  DE  were  heavily  strafed;  2  near  misses  left  a  5,000-ton  AK  burning 
fiercely.    1  large  DD  was  fired  by  a  direct  hit;  a  near  miss  on  a  medium  DD 
caused  fire  and  trailing  oil;  position  of  convoy  11-30  N,  140-00  E  (290  mi.  WSW 
of  GUAM). 

/ 

CTG  58.4  130410  summarizes  results  of  D-4  operations  over  SAIPAN.    A  total 
of  105  sorties  were  flown.    Enemy  damage  was  assessed  as  15  planes  downed  in  the 
air  with  1  probably  downed,  and  1  damaged;  10  planes  were  destroyed  on  the  ground 
and  7  were  probably  destroyed  on  the  ground:  1  small  AK  was  probably  sunk.  Our 
combat  losses  were  4  VF's  and  3  pilots;  operational  losses  were  not  given. 

CTG  58.4  reports  results  of  2  strikes  on  a  large  convoy  approximately  175 
miles  W.  of  PAGAN  ISLAND.    Reported  sunks  1  large  AK,  1  medium  AK,  3  snail  AK's, 
1  large  AO,  1  new  type  DD,  3  Corvettes;  2  medium  AK's  were  left  burning;  3  medium 
AK's  were  dead  in  the  water,  1  of  which  was  listing  badly  and  1  was  down  by  the  stern; 
1  AK  was  making  3  knots,  but  no  damage  was  apparent;  5  Corvettes  were  left  smoking 
and  dead  in  the  water.    On  the  following  day  remnants  of  this  convoy  were  again 
attacked;  1  small  AK,  after  being  bombed  again,  was  a  complete  wreck  though  still 
afloat;  1  AK  dead  in  the  water  was  apparently  abandoned;  another  AK  nreviously 
damaged  was  sunk. 

CTG  58.4  reports  sighting  and  attacking  another  convoy  of  3  small  AK's 
and  2  escorts,  position  16-48  N,  143-17  E  (170  mi.  SW  of  PAGAN),  course  315, 
speed  10;  1  medium  AK  was  upset  and  left  burning  and  was  being  abandoned  by  the 
crew  and  a  small  AK  was  strafed  and  sustained  a  direct  bomb  hit  and  was  boing 
abandoned . 

Com5thFleet  reports  that  estimated  air  strength  in  the  MARIANAS,  extent 
of  enemy  air  searches,  and  advisability  of  change  in  pattern  of  attack  on  enemy 
bases  caused  change  in  plan  of  initial  carrier  strikes  which  resulted  in  launching 
fighters  on  D-4  instead  of  D-3. 

While  results  of  TG  58.3  operations  are  lacking,  this  group  lost  in  combat 
1  F6F,  2  SBD's,  1  T8F,  and  3  pilots  and  3  crewmen;  operational  losses  wore  1  F6F 
and  1  SBD,  and  1  pilot.    Also  reports  sinking  of  1  AO  15  miles  NW  of  RAIPAN,  and 
at  least  2  AK's  in  TANAPAG  HARBOR.    The  D-2  day  bombardment  commenced  on  schedule; 
no  enemy  air  opposition  was  encountered. 

V 
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ComSthFleot  130615  contains  intelligence  information  obtained  by  Commander 
W.  I.  Martin,  Com  VT-10  (ENTERPRISE),  who  landed  by  parachute  in  water  300  yards 
off  SAIPAN  beach. 

CTF  58  130520  contains  intelligence  information. 

Harmon  290127  (pink)  pertains  to  disposition  of  personnel  becoming  excess 
in  the  South  Pacific  and  discusses  the  command  setup. 

BATPISH,  operating  in  Empire  waters,  reports  sunk  to  date  1  medium  Maru 
off  BUNCO  STRAIT  (32  U,  133  E). 

BARB,  operating  in  SEA  of  OKHOTSK,  reports  on  11  June  gunned  and  sank  2 
trawlers,  and  fired  9  Mk.  14' s  to  sink  1  large  AP  and  1  medium  AF  with  2  and  4 
hits  respectively. 

ComForwardArea,  CenPac  110400"  summarizes  operations  6-10  June. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  the  night  of  9-10  June  maintained  heckling 
patrols  over  MILLE  and  TAR0A.    On  10  June  MILLE  was  attacked  and  on  both  days  of 
10  and  11  June  strikes  were  made  against  NAURU  and  OCEAN.    On  11  June  MALOELAF, 
WOTJE  and  PONAPE  were  bombed.    Early  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  and  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  12th,  B-24's  bombed  major  islands  of  TRUK  ATOLL. 

Marine  Mitchells  continued  to  heckle  RABAUL  during  the  night  of  10-11  June. 
On  11  June  91  sorties  were  made  against  enemy  installations,  principally  supply 
areas,  in  the  RABAUL  Area.    44  fighter  bomber  sorties  hit  enemy  occupied  positions 
in  the  BUKA-BOUGAINVTLLE  Areas. 

A  SoPac  Catalina  on  a  navigational  training  flight  reports  sighting  at 
131235  L  (-11)  9  ships  believed  by  pilot  to  be  2  BB's,  4  CA's,  and  3  PP»s  in 
position  04-50  S,  161-38  E  (80  miles  ST/  of  KUSAIE) ,  course  320,  speed  not  given; 
immediate  diversion  of  searches  has  been  made  in  order  to  verify  sight ing.^^^^j, 

SoPac  reports  destruction  of  enemy  sub  by  TAYLOR  (DP  468)  on  10  June  in 
the  area  N.  of  EMIRAU;  identified  as  I-Class. 

REDFIN  reports  that  4  BB's,  6  CV's  with  planes  on  deck,  8  CA's,  and  about 
6  DD's  sortied  at  130100  GOT  through  north  SIBUTU  PASSAGE,  course  320,  speed  18. 

SY/P  air  forces  on  11  June  sent  an  unspecified  number  of  A-20's,  escorted 
by  P-38's,  against  TICEMFOOR  Airfield;  large  fires  resulted;  escorts  encountered 
no  enemy  interception.    B-25's  hit  shipping  along  the  NEW  GUINEA  Coast  60  miles 
W.  of  MANCKT;ARI,  sinking  1  large  lugger  and  damaging  1  2,000-ton  AK.    On  the 
night  of  10-11  June  B-24's  heavily  bombed  PELELIU  Airdrome  concentrating  against 
dispersal  areas;  explosions  and  large  fires  resulted.    B-24*s  from  13th  AF  also 
attacked  PALAU  during  the  night  starting  fires,  1  of  which  was  in  a  fuel  dump. 
B-24's  from  13th  AF  also  hit  TRUK  on  11  June  starting  fires  and  large  explosions. 
Our  fighters  intercepted  6  enemy  planes  which  were  bombing  3IAK,  and  destroyed 
3  of  them  with  2  others  probably  destroyed.    A-20's  attacked    enemy  personnel 
areas  and  gun  positions  in  the  vicinity  of  BORAH;  other  A-20's  bombed  and  strafed 
targets  in  the  7?EWAK  Area.    Hsual  fighter  sweeps  were  made  along  the  north  coast 
of  NEW  GUINEA,  concentrating  in  the  WEVAK  and  IIANSA  BAY  AreaB.    Our  ground  forces 
in  the  MAFFIN  BAY  Area  were  supported        P-47's.    Medium  and  attack  bombers  and 
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fighters  continued  to  support  our  ground  forces  on  BIAK  where  the  land  situation 
is  substantially  the  sane  as  previously  reported.    C-47's  completed  31  supply  mis- 
sions to  HOLLAND IA,  15  to  WAKDE  despite  unfavorable  weather  which  caused  cancel- 
lation of  50  missions  to  HOLLAND IA.    On  the  night  of  11-12  June  22  B-24's  bombed 
the  airfield  on  AMBON. 


13  June  (Oahu  date) 


CTG  50.1  131212  reports  on  beach  defenses  GUAM  at  end  of  D-2  day. 

CTG  58.2  130358J  summarizes  results  of  D-3  operations  against  TINIAN.  A 
total  of  505  sorties  were  flown./y^ 

^Enemy  damage  was  assessed  as  2  planes  downed  in  the  air,  1  destroyed  on 
the  ground,  1  probably  destroyed  on  the  ground  and  6  damaged  on  the  ground.  The 
groups  combat  losses  were  2  TBFs  and  1  F6F,  and  3  pilots  and  4  crewmen;  1  TBF  was 
lost  operationally. 

CTF  53  140048  summarizes  results  (ClJ^-Sperations  of  CTG  58.3  on  D-2  against 
SAIPAN.    A  total  of  405  sorties  were  flown r    Enemy  damage  was  assessed  as  1  plane 
destroyed  on  the  ground,  one  probably  destroyed  on  the  ground  and  1  damaged  on  the 
ground;  one  60  ft  trawler  was  probably  sunk;  5  trawlers  and  3  luggers  were  damaged. 
The  groups  combat  losses  were  3  VTs,  and  2  pilots,  1  observer  and  5  crewmen. 

CTG  58.4  130412^ summarizes  results  of  D-3  operations  over  SAIPAN  and  PAGAN. 
A  total  of  197  sorties  were  flown.    Enemy  damage  was  assessed  as  3  planes  destroy- 
ed on  the  ground  and  1  probably  destroyed  on  the  ground;  damage  to  enemy  shipping 
as  previously  reported  { summary  12  June).     The  groups  combat  losses  were  3  VPs, 
2  "VTs  and  1  VB,  and  2  pilots,  2  crewmen;  operational  losses  were  1  VB  and  1  VT, 
and  1  pilot. 

j 

CTG  58.7  (via  CTF  58)  132313  gives  results  of  naval  bombardment  on  D-2. 

Com5thFleet  reports  66  prisoners  recovered  from  NTCH00  MARU  which  was  sunk 
15  miles  NW  of  SAIPAN.  One  Jap  enlisted  aviator  who  was  shot  down  on  13  June  was 
also  recovered. 

Com5thFleet  140526"  estimates  capabilities  of  enemy  fleet;  directs  TG  58.1 
and  TG  58.4  to  proceed  toward  ITTO  JIMA  to  carry  out  scheduled  strikes;  directs 
refueling  and  replacement  of  aircraft  of  TG  58.2  and  TG  58.3  on  d/1. 

ComSubsPac  141001  and  141004  (Ultra — not  copied  into  book)  issued  by  Com- 
SubsPac  in  conformity  with  verbal  instructions  of  Cincpac,  re dispose^  submarines 
in  positions  to  intercept  Jap  Fleet  units  moving  from  the  PHILIPPINES  to  the 
MARIANAS . 

Reports  indicate  that  the  work  of  the  underwater  demolition  teams  off  the 
beaches  of  western  SAIPAN  was  very  successful.    Reefs  were  reported  as  flat  on 
top  two  to  four  feet  underwater  which  would  permit  Dukws  to  cross  at  certain 
places.    No  mines  were  discovered  and  no  underwater  obstacles. 
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BANG  reports  at  140848  GCT  damaging  1  AO  with  1  hit  north  of  MARIANAS;  AO 
was  northbound  and  apparently  fleeing  from  the  striking  forces.^* Marine  Mitchells 
continued  to  heckle  EABAUL  during  the  night  of  11-12  June.     On  12  June  111  sorties 
were  made  against  enemy  installations  in  the  RABAUL  area,  weight  of  the  attacks 
was  directed  against  AA  positions.    43  fighter  bombers  hit  enemy  targets  in  the 
BUKA  and  BOUGAINVILLE  area. 

BLUEGILL  (SWP  area)  operating  north  of  HALMAHERA  reports  sinking  1  2900- 
ton  cruiser  and  2  AKs  for  a  total  of  13,600  tons  (summary  of  30  April  reported 
the  AK  as  sinking  and  burning  furiously;  summary  of  26  April  reported  1  positive 
and  1  probable  hit  in  the  cruiser), 

CABRILLA  (SWP  area)  operating  NE  of  BORNEO  reports  sinking  1  XCVS.i  8360- ton 
AK,  2  60-ton  schooners  and  1  5500»ton  obsolete  converted  cruiser  (summary  of  27 
May  reports  the  obsolete  converted  cruiser  as  an  airplane  tender,  and  credits  1 
hit  for  6  fired;  summary  same  date  apparently  erroneously  reports  the  sinking  of 

1  DD). 

On  12  June  B-24s  from  13th  AF  bombed  TRUK;  20-25  enemy  fighters  intercepted 
but  results  of  interception  are  unreported.     On  the  llth-12th  of  June  an  unspeci- 
fied number  of  B-24s  hit  PALAU  where  fires  were  started  on  the  PELELIU  Airdrome. 

2  squadrons  of  A-20s  attacked  gun  positions  along  B0R0K0E  RIDGE  in  close  support 
of  our  BIAK  ground  forces.    Fighter  bombers  set  fire  to  enemy  supply  and  fuel 
dumps  near  MAFFIN  BAY.    Enemy  patrol  planes  harmlessly  raided  WAKDE  under  cover 
of  darkness.    Medium  attack  and  fighter  bombers  struck  enemy  installations  in  the 
WEWAK  area  starting  fires  and  scoring  hits  on  gun  positions.    Air  patrols  harassed 
enemy  bivouac  area  west  of  BUT,  while  others  swept  coastal  sectors  eastward  to 
HANSA  BAY. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  12  June  5  PVs  carried  out  an  armed  reconnaissance 
over  PARAMUSHIRU  and  SHIMUSHU. 

CTF  94  reports  bombardment  of  MATSUWA  completed  and  retirement  begun 
according  to  plan. 

14  June  (Oahu  date) 

Successful  landings  were  made  on  red,  green,  blue,  and  yellow  beaches  on 
western  SAIPAN  from  0843  K(-10)  to  0910  K(-10)  15  June  against  opposition  from 
machine  guns  and  mortars;  a  few  shore  batteries  fired  at  ships  and  approach  areas 
but  were  generally  ineffective;  supporting  fire  by  ships  and  planes  was  excellent; 
there  was  considerable  opposition  on  shore  but  by  1000  the  advance  elements  ad- 
vanced halfway  to  the  first  phase  line,  though  heavy  fighting  continued  in  isola- 
ted areas.    Troops  continued  the  advance  and  by  1800  had  reached  the  first  phase 
line  exoept  the  left  center  just  east  of  LAKE  SUSUPE.    All  assault  infantry  ex- 
cept 1  BLT  and  part  of  the  artillery  of  both  MarDivs  landed  by  1800  getting  a 
total  of  about  20,000  troops  ashore;  advance  of  assault  troops  was  supported  by 
naval  and  air  bombardment.    Practically  all  coast  defense  guns  and  nearly  all  AA 
guns  on  SAIPAN  and  north  TINIAN  seemed  destroyed  though  considerable  field  artil- 
lery was  still  in  evidence.    Mortar  and  machine  gun  fire  caused  heavy  casualties 
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in  some  unite  and  retarded  landings,  and  some  beach  areas  are  still  receivinr- 
artillery  and  mortar  fire.     Several  enemy  counter  attacks  with  tanks  were  repel- 
led.   Several  enemy  boats  which  were  anchored  off  shore  as  strongpoints  were  si- 
lenced.   There  have  been  some  casualties  on  the  LCI's  and  the -TENNESSEE  sustained 
4  hits  from  a  4.7  shore  battery  on  TINIAN.    Losses  of  LVT'b  and  tanks  have  been 
light.    Enemy  troops  have  been  identified  as  belonging  to  units  of  the  13th  and 
296th  Divisions.    Prisoners  resoued  at  sea  include  126  naval  personnel,  5  Koreans, 
and  5  children.     CVE  fighterB  shot  down  5  of  12  approaching  Jap  dive  bombers. 
TF  51,  during  retirement  for  the  night,  was  attacked  at  1846  by  4  enemy  VP's;  this 
suggests  possibility  of  airfields  on  ROTA  or  GUAM  still  operational.    TG's  58.2 
and  58.3  were  seen  under  attack  at  about  the  same  time.    3LACK  reported  at  1735 
that  she  was  being  attacked  by  several  torpedo  planes.    During  the  afternoon  of 
D-day  the  enemy  set  fire  to  several  beached  ships  in  TANAPAG  HARBOR.    The  channel 
between  SAIPAN  and  TINIAN  was  swept  during  the  day  with  negative  results. 

Com5thFleet  directs  landings  on  GUAM  be  effected  18  June  K;  this  is  W-day. 
Air  and  gun  bombardment  will  begin  16  June,    CTF  51  has  requested  that  air  Btrikes 
on  16  June  by  CTG  58.2  and  CTG  58.3  be  alternated  as  far  as  possible  between  SAI- 
PAN and  GUAM  with  first  strike  on  S  A  IRAN. 

Sightings  of  enery  surface  forces  are  enumerated  chronologically  as  follows 
(all  times  are  K(-10): 

(1)  140800:-  HADDO  reports  anchorage  at  TAWI  TAWI  completely  empty. 

(2)  141100:-  Com7thFleet  reports  2  AO's,  4  large  AP's,  4  DD's  heading  SE 
position  06-05  N,  126-05  E  (at  mouth  of  DA7A0  GULF). 

(3)  151900:-  FLYING  FISH  reports  large  task  force  slipped  past  her  at  SAN 
BERNARDINO  STRAIT;  closest  range  22,000  yards,  but  definitely  identified  1  NAGAT0 
3B  and  escorts  with  more  BB's  plus  3  carriers  plus  several  CA's  and  DD's;  course 
080,  speed  20. 

(4)  152330:-  SEAHORSE  reports  enemy  task  force  in  position  10-11  N,  129-35E 
(200  mi.  E  of  SIARGA0  IS.),  course  045,  speed  16.5.     The  radar  indicates  6  ships 
at  ranges  from  28,000  to  39,000  yards;  believes  CA's  and  DD's  probably  could  not 
be  detected  at  those  ranges. 

As  result  of  sightings,  ComSoPac  has  disposed  submarines  to  intercept  and 

attack • 

PAMPANIT0  (SS  38  3)  at  151050  GCT  from  position  29-58  N,  140-42  E  (192  mi. 
NNW  of  CHICHI  JIMA)  reports  barometer  dropping  rapidly  with  strong  indication  of 
typhoon. 

Com5thFleet  at  142355  GCT  directed  CTG  58.4  and  CTG  58.1  to  limit  air 
strikes  on  IRQ  JIMA  to  D  plus  1  Day  only;  all  ships  of  both  task  groups  to  proceed) 
toward  MARIANAS  on  completion,  and  to  be  prepared  for  action  againnt  enemy  forces 
on  D  plus  2  Day;  Groups  ordered  to  report  fuel  and  bomb  situation  during  D  plus  1 
Day  Btrikes. 

At  150712  GCT  CTF  58  recommends  to  Com5thFleet  that  TG  58.4  and  TG  58.1 
rendezvous  with  oilers  at  1100  K(-10)  17  June  in  position  18-00  N,  144-00  E  (105 
mi.  7/  of  PAGAN)  and  fuel  as  situation  permits;  estimates  TF  58  will  have  follow- 
ing percentages  of  bombs  available  night  16  June:  10Cf£  AP;  85%  SAP;  45%  large 
caliber  GP;  25$  small  caliber  GP;  adds,  "It's  plenty  for  a  battle  or  so". 
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CTG  58.4  142243  summarizes  results  of  D-2  operations  against  SAIPAN  and 
PAGAN.    A  total  of  217  sorties  were  flown.    Enemy  damage  was  assessed  as  5  planes 
downed  in  the  air;  2  small  AK's  (1  previously  damaged)  were  sunk;  2  coastal  ves- 
sels were  sunk  by  the  THATCHER  and  AUSBURNE  while  on  rescue  mission.    2  small  AK's 
and  1  small  vessel  were  probably  sunk  and  6  other  small  vessels  w?re  damaged. 
The  Group's  losses  were  not  reported. 

CenPao  shore  based  aircraft  on  12  and  13  June  continued  strikes  against 
WOTJE,  MALOELAP,  JALUIT,  PONAPE,  OCEAN  and  NAURU.     On  12  June  19  5*24 '8  bit  TRUK. 
On  13  June  MILLE  was  bombed. 


Marine  Mitchell's  continued  to  heckle  RABAUL  during  the  night  of  12-13 
June.    On  13  June  87  sorties  were  made  against  supply  areas  in  the  vicinity  of 
RABAUL  TOWN  and  VUNAPOPE;  SBD's,  TBF's,  B-25»s,  P-38's,  and  P-39»s  participated. 
28  fighter  bombers  made  harassing  strikes  over  the  BOUGAINVILLE  Area. 

CNB  MANUS  reports  at,  140511  GCT  that  the  PITYLLU  ISLAND  carrier  field  is 
now  ready  with  facilities  for  carrier  planes;  the  4,500-foot  landing  strip  and 
parking  areas  will  accommodate  2  CV  Groups;  there  is  a  tower  control,  and  field 
lighting  and  mooring  facilities  are  available;  a  CESS  J  and  an  Acorn  are  operating. 

On  night  of  12-13  June  B-24's  fran  13th  AF  bombed  the  YAP  Airdrome  starting 
large  fires.     On  13  June  B-24's  from  13th  AF  hit  TRTJK  where  8  explosions  and  3 
large  fires  were  observed  in  the  target  area*  10-15  Jap  planes  intercepted.  A-20'a 
fired  1  fuel  dump,  several  buildings,  and  several  grounded  planes  at  BABO.  2 
squadrons  of  B-24's  started  fires  and  explosions  on  KAMIRI  Airdrome,  NOFJ'FOOR  IS. 
Jap  concentrations  in  the  vicinity  of  AITAPE  were  attacked  by  70  A-20's  escorted 
by  P-39's  and  Beauforts.    Fighter  bombers  were  active  in  the  VJEI7AK  Area.     12  B-25fe 
staged  from  DARWIN  bombed  the  LAUTETA  Airdrome  on  TIMOR.    On  the  night  of  12-13 
June  8  3-24's  bombed  the  HALONG  seaplane  base  at  AMBON.    Fuel  and  supply  dumps 
in  the  MAFFIN  BAY  Area  were  hit  by  P-40's.    C-47's  completed  96  supply  missions 
to  HOLLAND IA  and  14  to  T7AKDE. 


15  June  (Oahu  date) 


No  additional  reports  have  ^oen  received  concerning  progress  of  our 
ground  forces  on  SAIPAN,  nor  have  there  been  any  additional  reports  of  sightings 
of  the  2  enemy  task  forces  previously  reported  heading  toward  the  MARIANAS.  The 
general  effect  of  the  typhoon  reported  forming  in  the  CHICHI  J IMA  Area  points 
toward  the  fortiing  of  an  equatorial  front  with  a  150-mil«  band  of  showers  with 
variable  visibility,  mostly  below  2  miles  and  with  SXl  force  2  wind^  lying  between 
YAP  and  PALAU,  and  extending  NW  to  FORMOSA;  west  of  this  front  weather  will  be 
overcast,  1,000-foot  ceilings,  visibility  5  to  8  miles,  wind  SW  force  4;  east  of 
this  front  partly  cloudy  to  cloudy  skies,  2,000-foot  ceiling,  visibility  10-12 
miles,  wind  SE  force  4;  equatorial  front  expected  to  move  slowly  westward  on  18 
or  19  June  and  shower  activity  to  weaken. 

In  view  of  the  enemy  situation  W-Day,  previously  set  for  18  June,  has  been 
indefinitely  postponed.    Upon  recommendation  of  CTF  58,  Com5thFleet  has  detached 
from  TF  51  and  attached  to  TG's  of  TF  58  the  following  units: 
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(1)  To  TG  58.2:     CruDiv  6,  DesDiv  1,  DesDiv  106  less  TVEDPERBURN  (DD  634) 
plus  MONSSEN  (DD  798). 

(2)  To  TG  58.3.*    CruDiv  12  less  COLUMBIA  (CL  56)  and  DENVER  (CL  58)  plus 
BIRMINGHAM  (CL  62),  DesDiv  12  plus  SELFRIDGF  (DD  357),  DesRon  45. 

These  units  are  directed  to  rendezvous  with  TG  58.2  and  TG  58.3  in  vicinity  of 
15-00  N,  144-30  E  (60  mi.  W  of  TIN  IAN)  at  1600  R  (-10)  17  June.    ConDesDiv  12 
will  designate  2  DD's  to  report  to  INDIANAPOLIS  (CA  35)  at  SAIPAN  at  1200  K(-IO) 
17  June  as  escort  to  same  rendezvous. 


The  above  redisposition  of  forces  augments  TG  58.2  by  4  CA's  and  4  DD's; 
TG  58.3  is  augmented  by  1  CA,  3  CL's,  and  13  DD's..    The  total  battleline  then  be- 
comes 7  CV's,  8  CVL's,  7  BB's,  8  CA's,  9  CL's,  4  CL(AA),  and  78  DD»s»  estimates 
place  strength  of  opposing  Jap  fleet  to  approximate  9  CV's,  5  BB's,  11  CA's,  2 
CL's,  2  OCL's,  and  27  DD's. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  to  extend  search  areas  to  the  maximum.  "^^Jpi" 
port  groups  have  retired  to  the  eastward  under  cover  of  CenPac  shore  based  air- 
craft. 


CTG  58.1  150109  summarizes  results  of  D-2  operations.    A  total  of  240 
sorties  were  flam*    Enemy  damage  was  assessed  as  1  enemy  plane  destroyed  on  the 
ground;  1  sampan  sunk.    The  Group  lost  in  combat  1  F6F,  the  pilot  being  rescued; 
lost  operationally  were  1  F6F  and  4  SB2C's. 

CTG  58.1  160628  summarizes  results  of  D-Day  operations.    A  total  of  237 
sorties  were  flown".    Enemy  damage  was  assessed  as  33  planes  downed  in  the  air,  2 
probably  downed  in  the  air,  14  planes  destroyed  on  the  ground  (these  may  have 
been  hit  also  by  TG  58.4),  and  4  planes  probably  destroyed  on  the  ground.  The 
Group's  combat  losses  were  1  SB2C,  1  TBF,  and  2  F6F's,  and  3  pilots  and  1  crewman 
plus  1  pilot  and  2  crewmen  missing  (last  seen  in  a  rubber  boat);  lost  operational 
ly  were  2  TBF,  1  F6F,  and  1  SB2C.    The  HORNET  has  aboard  112  Jap  survivors  fron 
a  medium  AK  which  was  sunk;  reported  damaged  were  6  luggers  and  6  small  AK's. 

CTF  58  152314  summarizes  operations  of  TG  58.3  on  D-l.    A  total  of  327 
sorties  were  flown.    Damage  to  enemy  was  assessed  as  1  plnne  downed  in  the  air 
and  3  planes  destroyed  on  the  ground,  with  1  other  damaged  on  the  ground;  1  small 
AK  was  sunk  and  1  landing  barge  and  1  small  AK  damaged.    The  Group  lost  0  planes 
in  combat;  operational  losses  were  not  reported. 

SWORDFISR,  operating  east  of  the  B0NINS,  reports  1  FUBUKI  DD  destroyed  at 
081900  GCT  and  1  4,800-ton  AK  sunk  at  141600  GCT. 

STINGRAY,  on  lifeguard  station  off  GUAM,  reports  at  160150  GCT  having 
rescued  5  downed  airmen  (4  officers  and  1  enlisted  man). 

CTF  57  reports  destruction  by  HASTINGS  (DE  19)  of  an  enemy  submarine  in 
position  11-10  N,  164-25  E  (120  miles  E  of  ENIWET0K)  at  161516  GCT. 

Chief  of  Air  Corps  reports  force  of  67  B-29's  bombed  YAWATA  at  151555  GCT; 
further  details  will  be  passed  as  they  become  available. 

CTF  94  151807  GCT  summarizes  results  of  bombardment  of  MATSUWA  between 
1513  and  1543  GC7  13  June.  DECLASSIFIED 
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Marine  Mitchells  during  the  night  of  13-14  June  heckled  RABAUL  and  KAVIENG. 
120  S3D»s,  TBF's,  B-25's,  P-38's,  and  P-39's  attacked  AA  positions  between 
RAFOPO  and  T03ERA  on  14  June;  reRults  were  generally  unobserved;  1  SBD  was  lost, 
NEW  HELAIJD  targets  were  hit  by  3  HEW  ZEALAND  PV's.    An  unspecified  number  of 
fighter  bombers  hit  enemy  occupied  areas  in  BT3KA  and  BOUGAINVILLE  Areas.  SBP's 
continued  their  daily  task  of  spraying  diesel  oil  on  Jap  gardens. 

A  search  plane  (SYfP  Area)  reports  at  161325  GOT  sighting  3  warships  and 
unknown  number  of  4,000-5,000-ton  AK's  ir  JEFKAN  HARBOR  (just  west  of  the  VOGEL- 
KOP) . 

Another  searcher  reports  3  large  AK  with  3  escorts  in  position  07-00  N, 
129-00  E  (160  ml.  E  of  MINDANAO)  course  220,  speed  12. 

CERO  (SUP  Area),  operating  E  of  RALMAHERA,  reports  damaging  3  AK's  for  a 
total  of  15,500  tons. 

SVJP  air  forces  on  14  June  attacked  MANOKWARI  shipping  with  A-20's,  es- 
corted by  P-38's;  1  lugger  and  1  barge  were  sunk;  1  small  AK  and  several  luggers 
were  damaged;  there  was  no  interception.    B-24's  hit  N0EMF00R  starting  fires  in 
a  number  of  storage  areas.    A-20's,  B-25's,  and  P-39's  pounded  enemy  concentra- 
tions and  supply  areas  from  A IT APE  to  WEWAK.    C-47's  flew  a  total  of  109  supply 
missions  to  HOLLAND IA. 

The  airstrip  on  OWI  ISLAND  (S  of  BIAK)  is  ready  for  daytime  emergency 
landings.    The  MOKMER  Airdror"?  is  serviceable,  but  awaits  mopping  up  of  enemy 
artillery  located  on  the  ridge  NW  of  the  drome.  ^ 


16  June  (Oahu  date) 

Late  afternoon  and  night  of  15  June  (K)  front  lines  previously  established 
by  2nd  and  4th  Marine  Divisions  were  withdrawn  to  the  west  to  facilitate  defense 
and  because  of  continued  severe  enemy  artillery  and  mortar  fire.    During  the 
night  of  15-16  June  strong  naval  harassing  and  interdiction  fires  continued.  By 
noon  16  June  enemy  pockets  of  resistance  along  Beach  Green  3  and  the  pier  wajw_ 
largely  overcome;  however,  casualties  continued  to  mount  from  artillery  fire  which 
prevented  the  landing  of  equipment  and  supplies.    By  1230  16  June  the  beaches, 
pier  and  lagoon  were  open  for  traffic.     By  the  end  of  16  June  the  4th  MarDiv  had 
advanced  800  yards  beyond  the  first  phase  line;  the  advance  was  halted  by  enemy 
artillery  and  mortar  fire.    The  2nd  MarDiv  made  only  slight  gains.     One  RCT  of 
27th  Div  landed  at  1915K  16  Juneil2  battalions  of  artillery  were  ashore.    On  14 
June  the  CALIFORNIA  was  hit  on  the  fire  control  platform  by  one  enemy  minor  cali- 
bre projectile  which  killed  1  enlisted  man,  and  wounded  1  officer  and  9  enlisted 
men;  considerable  damage  was  inflicted  to  radio  and  fire  control  apparatus. 
20,000  enemy  troops  were  estimated  to  be  on  SAIPAN. 

During  the  night  of  16-17  June  (K)  enemy  mortar  and  artillery  fire  contin- 
ued climaxed  by  a  heavy  counterattack  on  our  north  flank  beginning  at  0300K;  our 
troops  held  their  positions  and  destroyed  30  enemy  tanks  and  inflicted  r^any 
personnel  casualties.     On  the  morning  of  17  June  our  assault  forces  pushed  their 
attack  forward  steadily  in  spite  of  strong  artillery  fire  and  several  counter- 
attacks on  the  center  and  south.    At  1800  17  June  (d/2)  elements  of  the  4th  Div 
front  advanced  to  a  distance  of  about  3000  yards  from  the  beach;  only  slight  gains 
were  made  along  the  front  of  the  2nd  Div.    Strong  Naval  gunfire  continued  during 
the  day  and  air  support  groups  continued  to  bomb  and  strafe  enemy  occupied  areas; 
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our  artillery  provided  strong  support  for  the  infantry.    While  beaches  are 
completely  free  from  enemy  artillery  fire,  this  fire  continues  to  be  heavy  against 
the  4th  MarDiv  and  the  27th  Div.     Bad  beaches  slowed  debarkation  of  troops,  equip- 
ment and  supplies.    27th  Div  (less  1  RCT)  is  now  ashore  and  occupies  a  sector  to 
the  south  of  the  4th  Mar Div.    As  of  1700K  17  June  2426  casualties  were  in  trans- 
ports (of  these  34  died  and  929  were  ambulatory).    Preliminary  estimates  of  our 
casualties  are  1500  killed,  4000  wounded;  enemy  killed  estimated  at  3000;  these 
figures  are  admittedly  unreliable. 

On  16  June  GILMER  (APD  11)  sank  5  small  AKs  north  of  and  headed  for  SAIPAN; 
29  prisoners  were  recovered.    MELVTN  (DD  G80)  and  VTADLEIGH  (DD  689)  claimed 
probable  sinking  of  submarine  during  early  darkness  17th  in  position  15-00N,  144- 
17  E  (60  miles  W  of  TINIAN);  several  other  submarine  contacts  have  been  reported. 
Several  enemy  planes  bombed  and  strafed  LST  groups  and  PBMs  on  the  water;  LST  84 
was  set  on  fire  (final  damage  not  known);  these  planes  are  believed  to  have  landed 
in  the  MARIANAS  to  support  operations  of  enemy  fleet.    Most  of  the  APs  and  LSTs, 
with  4  CVEs  are  withdrawing  temporarily  to  the  eastward. 

TG  53.16  underwent  enemy  aerial  torpedo  attack  at  1800K  17  June  position 
13-35  N,  148-07  E  (170  miles  ESE  of  TINIAN);  4  Kates  attacked,  3  were  downed; 
LCI  68  was  torpedoed,  and  in  tow  but  will  not  be  available  for  operations  on 
W-Day. 

CTF  52  170452  is  OpOrder  A20-44  of  CTF  52;  the  force  will  support  Northern 
Landing  Force,  retire  temporarily  to  eastward  transports  not  required  at  SAIPAN, 
and  cover  SAIPAN  and  retirement  groups  against  enemy  surface  and  air  attacks. 

One  large  AO,  1  unidentified  ship,  and  3  escorts  (believed  DDs)  sighted 
at  0510K  17  June  position  13-29  N,  130-45  E  (440  miles  NE  of  SIARGA0  IS.)  course 
120°,  speed  15. 

CAVALLA  reports  sighting  at  2155K  17  June  15  or  more  ships  (looked  like 
large  combatant  ships)  position  12-23  N,  132-26  E  (810  miles  due  W  of  GUAM;  314 
miles  NNW  of  BABELTHUAP)  zig-zag  course  estimted  090°,  speed  19. 

Reports  from  the  PHILIPPINES  coast  watchers  substantiate  submarine  sight- 
ings previously  reported. 

CenPao  Shore  based  aircraft  on  14-15  June  bombed  MILLE,  WOTJE,  TAR0A  and  JALUIT. 
On  14  June  they  bombed  TRUK,  P0NAPE,  NAURU  and  OCEAN.     On  the  14th  the  pilot  of  a 
downed  PV  was  rescued  from  thWSYagoon  by  a  Navy  Catalina. 

Marine  Mitchells  continued  to  heckle  RABAUL  during  the  night  14-15  June. 
On  IS  June  73  SBDs,  TBFs,  B-25s,  P-39s,  P-38s  and  B-24s  bombed  warehouses  and 
buildings  in  the  RABAUL  area.    22  New  Zealand  fighters  continued  sweeps  over  the 
RABAUL  area.    Fighter  patrols  from  EMIRAU  operated  over  KAVLENG^ 14  fighter  bombers 
attacked  enemy  occupied  positions  in  the  BUKA-BOUGAINVILLE  area. 

SWP  air  forces  on  15  June  struck  JEFMAN  and  SAMATE  airdromes  in  WW  NEW 
GUINEA  with  2  groups  of  B-25s;  40  to  50  enemy  plane3  were  destroyed;  fireB  were 
started  and  explosions  resulted  which  covered  both  areas  with  smoke  from  burning 
planes  and  dumps;  much  shipping  was  observed  in  the  harbor;  escorting  P-38s 
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accounted  for  most  of  the  enemy  planes  downed  in  the  air.    A- 20s  hit  enemy  ship- 
ping in  MACCLUER  GULF  and  off  KAKOS . 

3  B-24s  hit  YAP  during  the  night  bombing  the  airdrome;  1  B-24  attacked  the 
PELELIU  airdrome.    Fighter  bombers  and  A- 20s  hit  enemy  occupied  positions  in  the 
DAGUA,  WEWAK  and  HANSA  BAY  areas.    The  usual  fighter  sweeps  were  made  along  the 
North  coast  of  NEW  GUINEA. 


In  the  North  Pacific  on  15  June  4  B-24s  from  11th  AF  made  an  armed  recon- 
naissance of  MATSUIVA  and  PARAMUSHIRUj  19  enemy  fighters  were  sighted  over  PARAMU- 
SHIRU  and  several  made  attacks;  all  planes  returned  safely  though  one  was  damaged. 
7  PVs  from  Fleet  Air  Wing  4  bombed  PARAMUSHIRU  and  SHIMUSHU  on  15  June;  1  plane 
was  lost  and  another  indicated  that  it  had  landed  on  RUSSIAN  territory;  5  planes 
returned  safely  though  3  suffered  damage.    2  B-24s  from  11th  AP  made  an  armed 
reconnaissance  over  SHIMUSHIRU;  both  planes  returned  safely. 

Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  141935  (pink)  modifies  JCS  713/5. 

HANSELL  signed  ARNOLD  160854  summarizes  results  B-29  strike 

JAPAN. 

17  June  (Oahu  date) 

There  are  no  additional  reports  of  progress  of  operations  of  our  ground 
forces  on  SAIPAN.    GTG  52.2  reports  that  prior  to  daylight  18  June  (K)  the  enemy 
attempted  an  amphibious  attack  just  south  of  GARAPAN;  this  attack  was  repulsed  by 
LCI'S  and  LVT's  which  destroyed  13  enemy  barges.    During  the  action  1  LCI  was 
damaged;  the  PHELPS  (DD  360)  was  struck  by  2  8-inch  hits  which  damaged  the  number 
3  boiler,  repairs  to  which  are  underway  and  will  require  an  estimated  2  days. 
Beaches  white  1  and  2  (SYY  SAIPAII)  were  swept  with  negative  results. 

CTF  51  reports  at  180134  (GCT)  FANSHAW  BAY  (CVE  70),  operating  with  the 
Northern  Attack  Force,  was  hit  by  a  bomb;  she  is  proceeding  to  ENIVYETOK. 

TG  50.17  (fueling  group)  was  attacked  in  position  14-45  N,  146-10  E  (28 
mi.  ESE  of  TINIAN)  receiving  air  attacks  by  2  waves  of  enemy  bombers  from  1655  (K) 
to  1942  (K)  18th.     The  number  of  attacking  planes  has  not  been  established  owing 
to  conflicting  reports.    The  NESHANIC  (AO  71)  sustained  superficial  cargo  deck 
and  gear  damage;  no  structural  damage  and  spare  gear  is  available;  3  men  missing, 
probably  overboard  from  blast.    SARANAC  (AO  74)  had  main  steam  line  ruptured,  the 
sick  bay,  wardroom,  and  galley  wrecked.    Estimate  repairs  will  require  8  hours; 
1  officer  killed,  and  1  officer  and  25  men  injured.    SAUGATUCK  (AO  75)  reports 
numerous  small  holes  about  3-inch  diameter  in  crew's  compartment  and  number  4 
tank  on  port  side;  after  port  fueling  hose  out  of  commission;  all  holes  above 
waterline;  1  nan  killed,  1  man  injured.    Planes  attacking  this  group  did  not  hit 
escorts. 

POMPON  reports  1  small  AP  sunk  on  13  June  position  32-00  N,  141-00  E  (180 
miles  S.  of  HONSHU) . 
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GAVALLA  makes  further  report  at  0645  (K)  18  June  on  enemy  force  previously 
reported  by  her  at  2155  (K)  17  June.    The  submarine  was  in  submerged  position 
under  the  force  position  12-29  N,  134-30  E  (590  mi.  W.  of  SBjSm|.     Course  varied 
between  060  and  100  with  speed  19.    Formation  believed  led  by  CV  on  starboard 
flank;  2  units  of  3  ships  in  column  were  believed  to  be  BB's  or  CA's  or  both  on 
port  flank;  other  units  astern  not  identified. 

Probable  CinC  1st  Mobile  Fleet  was  DF'd  (grade  N)  in  position  13  II,  136  E 
(500  mi.  W.  of  GUAM )  at  20  23  (K)  18  June;  he  sent  a  most  urgent  despatch  addressed 
to  all  commanders  Combined  Fleet,  all  commanders  Central  Pacific  Fleet,  and  Com- 
mander 5th  Base  Air  Force;  Imperial  Headquarters  was  information  addressee. 

FINBACK  at  2010  (K)  IS  June  reports  sighting  searchlights  at  approximately 
14-25  N,  135-45  E.  (vicinity  of  DF'd  position);  searched  at  full  speed  for  4  hours 
with  no  results;  she  is  returning  to  station;  reports  numerous  unidentified  planes 
during  the  day. 

ComGenCenFac  180900  (pink)  directs  preparation  of  1  RCT,  77th  Division,  for 
immediate  movement  to  MARIANAS  Area  for  possible  employment  in  FORAGER  Operation. 

TF  58  has  been  withdrawn  by  Com5thFleet  from  support  aircraft  missions. 
Has  refueled  and  received  replacement  aircraft  from  transport  CVEs.    4  combat  CVEs 
with  Northern  Group  furnishing  support  aircraft  at  SAIPAN  with  2  others  conducting 
C.A.P.  and  A.S.P.  for  tractor  groups.    2  CVEs  conducting  C.A.P.  and  A.S.P.  for 
Southern  Tractor  Group.     3  others  conducting  fighter  sweeps  GUAM,  ROTA,  T ITT  IAN. 
6  PBM's  basing  on  U.S.S.  BALLARD  at  SAIPAN  ordered  to  conduct  night  radar  search 
sectors  235  to  295  to  600  miles.    2  damaged  17th  by  enemy  a/c  strafing. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  16  June  hit  PON APE,  JALUIT  and  MILLE. 

Marine  Mitchells  continued  to  heckle  RABAUL  during  the  night  of  15-16 
June,    On  16  June  110  SBD's,  TBF's,  B-25's,  and  P-38 1 s  dropped  90  tons  of  bombs 
in  the  RAPOPO  and  TOBERA  Areas.    EMIRAU  F4U's  operated  over  KAVIENG. 

Air  operations  over  BOUGAINVILLE  were  confined  to  routine  garden  oiling 
and  patrolling. 

STfP  air  forces  on  16  June  again  str\ick  the  JEFMAN-SAMATE  Area,  concentratin 
on  SORONG  HARBOR  shipping;  2  groups  of  B-25's  bombed  and  strafed;  results  reported 
as  3,000  tons  sunk,  3,000  tons  left  afire,  1,000  tons  damap-ed,  500  tons  bombed 
and  strafed,  1  unidentified  ship  destroyed,  2  other  cargo  ships  left  sinking,  and 
other  small  craft  and  shore  installations  damaged;  there  was  no  enemy  interception 
2  groups  of  A-20's  heavily  attacked  the  WEV.AK-HANSA  BAY  Area  including  DAGUA, 
BORAM  and  MUSCHU  ISLAND.    Fighter  bombers  made  sweeps  along  the  north  coast  of 
NEW  GUINEA.    B-24's  from  13th  AF  dropped  89  tons  of  bombs  on  DTTBLON  ISLAND; 
a  fuel  storage  tank  was  destroyed,  direct  hits  were  made  on  installations  and 
buildings,  and  many  fires  and  explosions  occurred  in  the  target  areas;  20  enemy 
fighters  ineffectively  intercepted  and  droppea^Jtmour  formation  destroying  1  of 
their  own  planes  by  accident. 
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By  1200  (K)  19  June  our  ground  foroos  had  captured  ASLITO  Airfield  and  CB's 
were  working  on  it.    Our  foroeB  hold  a  general  line  extending  from  AGAAN  ENE  to  a 
point  approximately  4,000  yards  N.  of  NAFUTAN  POINT,  thence  Wt  along  MAGIC IENNE 
BAY  for  a  distance  of  about  2,500  yards,  thenoe  NW  to  a  1,000-yard  E-W  line 
(1600  yards  S.  of  GARAGAN) ;  in  the  center  of  our  zone  of  action  the  enemy  holds 
a  pooket  of  resistance  the  oenter  of  which  ie  about  2,000  yards  E.  of  CHARAN  KANAO. 
Upon  recommendation  of  CTF  56  the  106th  HOT  (remaining  Regiment,  27th  Division) 
will  be  committed;  the  1st  Bn.  (less  artillery)  will  land  on  RED  3  Beaoh  whioh  is 
2,000  yards  N«  of  CHARAN  KANAO  and  in  zone  of  2nd  HarDiv;  remainder  of  ROT  (less 
artillery)  will  land  on  BLUE  Beaches  which  are  west  of  CHARAN  KANAO  and  in  sector 
of  4th  MarDiv;  the  artillery  will  be  landed  on  YELLOW  Beaches  whioh  extend  from 
AGINGAN  POINT  2,100  yards  to  the  northward.    Several  hostile  counter  attaoks  were 
reported  as  ineffective;  morning  and  evening  hostile  air  attaoks  have  occurred 
daily  until  19  June  without  partioular  effect,  with  many  enemy  planes  being  de- 
stroyed in  the  air  and  on  the  ground  after  landing  on  MARIANAS  airfields.    1  PBM 
returning  from  night  patrol  was  shot  down  by  F6F's  W.  of  SAIPAN  on  morning  of  19 
June.    ASLITO  Airfield  is  expected  to  be  ready  for  1  VF  squadron  on  21  June  and 
1  Squadron  has  been  directed  to  land  on  that  date.    CTF  56  recommends  that  TF  53 
return  to  ENIWETCK  in  view  of  the  delay  in  operations  of  that  force  against  GUAM. 

At  0115  (K)  19  June  a  PBM  search  plane  sighted  a  large  enemy  force  of  about 
30  ships  headed  east  position  13-40  N,  136-48  E  (about  520  mi.  W.  of  GUAM);  another 
group  of  10  ships  was  about  10  miles  further  westward.    Unfortunately,  this  sight- 
ing was  not  received  by  ComSthFleet  until  0915  (K)  19  June.    A  Navy  Liberator 
sighted  2  enemy  CV's,  2  OA's,  and  numerous  destroyers  at  1120  (K)  19  June  position 
12-ao  N,  137-00  E  (about  500  mi.  W.  of  GUAM)  course  170,  speed  25.    At  0530  (K) 
19  June  TF  58  made  a  325-mile  night  search  from  185°  to  345°  with  no  contacts. 

Commencing  at  1045  19  June  enemy  air  attacks  were  made  on  TF  58,  the  planes 
coming  in  initially  from  the  westward;  the  attack  was  continued  for  several  hours. 
Some  enemy  planes  landed  at  GUAM  and  ROTA  but  these  fields  were  hit  by  TF  58 
planes  several  times  to  prevent  use  of  airfields  by  hostile  aircraft.    Over  300 
enemy  planes  are  reported  destroyed  by  our  planes  and  AA  fire;  our  own  aircraft 
losses  are  not  yet  reported.    The  only  known  damage  to  our  ships  was  1  bomb  hit 
in  the  SOUTH  DAKOTA;  bomb  damage  does  not  affect  her  fighting  efficiency.  Com5th- 
Flt  reports  that  enemy  may  have  made  long  strikes  depending  on  ROTA  and  GUAM  fields 
for  reserv icing;  if  so,  his  plane  losses  may  be  greater  than  reported.    When  the 
attack  started  TG  58.3  sent  out  a  searching  and  striking  force  to  locate  and  at- 
tack enemy  carriers;  no  force  was  encountered. 

CAVALLA  report B  3  hits  from  6  torpedoes  fired  in  a  SHCKAKU  Class  carrier 
at  1215  (K)  19  June  position  11-50  N,  137-62  E  (about  500  miles  W.  of  GUAM).  The 
CV  was  accompanied  by  2  ATAGO  Class  oruisers,  and  at  least  3  DD's;  course  115, 
speed  25.    CAVALLA  reports  hearing  4  terrific  explosions  in  direction  of  attack 
2|j-  hours  later;  believes  CV  was  sunk. 

There  is  strong  evidence  to  indicate  that  enemy  fleet  is  retiring  toward 
DAVAO  GULF. 

TG  58.4  will  fuel  at  0600  (K)  20  June;  1  carrier  group  will  fuel  each  day 
thereafter  in  designated  fueling  area;  the  carrier  group  fueling  will  deny  GUAM 
and  ROTA  to  enemy  aircraft. 
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18  June  (Oahu  date  -  Cont'd) 

CTF  57  161020  summarizes  operations  for  period  11  -  15  June. 

CTF  57  has  ordered  remainder  PatRon  16  to  SAIPAN  to  conduct  night  radar 
searches  to  a  distance  of  700  miles. 

On  night  of  16-17  June  Marine  Mitchell b  continued  to  heckle  RABAUL.  Fighter 
bombers,  staged  from  EM I RATI,  operated  over  the  KAVIENG  Area.    76  B-26*a,  SBD's, 
TBF'e,  B-24's,  F-39's,  and  P-38's  attacked  enemy  targets  in  the  RABAUL  Area. 
6  PV»b  bombed  targets  in  HEW  IRELAND,    Fighter  sweeps  were  conducted  over  BOUGAIN- 
VILLE. 

8  B-24  squadrons  from  13th  AF  bombed  TRTJK  at  1122  (K)  19  June;  resultB  of 
strike  were  unreported;  there  was  no  interception  though  4  enemy  planes  were  ob- 
served in  the  air. 

58  A-20 • s  attacked  coastal  installations  along  the  NEW  GUINEA  Coast  in  the 
WEWAK,  DAGUA,  and  HANSA  BAY  Areas.    Effective  fighter  sweeps  were  also  made  along 
the  NEW  GUINEA  Coast,    C-47 ' s  flew  a  total  of  123  supply  missions  to  HOLLAND IA, 
TADJI,  and  WAKDEi  111  were  to  HOLLAND IA • 

A  single  PV  from  Fleet  Air  Wing  FOUR  bombed  SURIBACHI  on  18  June)  bombing 
was  by  radar  and  results  were  unobserved. 

19  June  (Oahu  date) 

Progress  of  land  operations  on  SAIPAN  continued  satisfactorily  on  20  June 
(K).    The  106th  RCT  was  landed  according  to  plan.    Supported  by  continuous  air, 
ground  and  naval  bombardment  our  troops  advanced  to  a  new  line  which  now  includes 
all  of  Southern  SAIPAN  except  the  NAFUTAN  PENINSULA  on  the  SE  tip  of  the  island; 
thence  north  along  the  shore  of  MAGIC IENNE  BAY  to  a  point  at  about  the  center  of 
the  bay;  thence  generally  northwest  to  the  west  shore  at  a  point  approximately 
4000  yards  north  of  CHARANKANAO.    The  pocket  of  resistance  in  the  center  of  the 
zone  of  action  was  well  organized  and  put  up  severe  resistance.    The  ASLITO  and 
CHARAN  KANAO  air  strips  are  both  available  for  emergency  landings  and  it  is  ex- 
pected that  fighters  will  be  flown  in  on  22  June,    Our  losses  are  estimated  as 
follows* 

UNIT              KIA              WIA              MIA*  TOTAL 
2nd  MarDiv       278             1526              488  2292 
4th  MarDiv       291             2271              714  3276 
27th  InfDiv      _JL5  _78   0  95 

Total        584  3875  1202  5661 

(*The  figures  on  missing  in  action  are  unreliable  owing  to  difficulty 
in  checking  personnel  on  board  ships  at  sea) 

WHITE  BEACH  (Southern  shore  of  SAIFAN)  was  heavily  mined  with  anti-boat 
and  beach  mines;  these  are  now  being  removed.    The  supply  situation  ashore  is 
satisfactory;  distillation  units  are  in  operation.    The  damage  sustained  by  LST 
84  on  16  June  (bomb  hit)  reported  as  non-vital;  10  were  wounded. 

While  a  report  has  not  been  received  from  Cora5thFleet  covering  operations 

20  June,  there  are  several  indications  that  groups  of  TF  58  struck  major  units 
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of  the  enemy  fleet  during  the  day  of  20  June.     Several  DF  locations  from  1756K 
to  2150K  20  June,  and  2  sightings  from  search  planes  at  1005K  and  2330K  on  20  June 
locate  the  center  of  the  hostile  force  approximately  850  miles  west  of  SAIPAN. 
A  report  from  ComSthFleet  at  2330K  20  June  reports  many  pilots  down  in  the  water 
from  gas  shortage  approximately  420  miles  west  of  SAIPAN;  Dumbo  search  and  rescue 
was  requested  for  21  June;  1  DesDiv  from  each  TG  has  been  directed  to  remain  in 
the  area  for  rescue  purposes.    ComSubsPac  has  redisposed  submarines  to  effect 
rescue  and  to  intercept  and  attack  the  hostile  force. 

ComAF  5  reports  sighting  by  search  plane  a  15  ship  convoy  of  unidentified 
ships  at  0015K  21  June  position  08-11N,  134-45E  (just  north  of  PALAUS),  course 
250°,  speed  not  given;  one  ship  was  reported  as  sunk.1?  On  18  June  CenPac  shore 
based  aircraft  made  strikes  against  TAR0A,  W0TJE,  MILLE,  P0NAPE  and  NAURU.  14 
B-24s  bombed  TRUK, 


19  June  (Oahu  date)  -continued- 


Marine  Mitchells  continued  to  heckle  RABAUL  during  the  night  17-18  June. 
On  18  June  87  SBD3,  B-25s  and  P-38s  bombed  supply  areas  in  the  vicinity  of 
RABAUL  concentrating  against  VUNAP0PE,  RALUM  and  PRAED  POINT.    Two  flights  of 
7  New  Zealand  Pvs  hit  enemy  occupied  areas  along  eastern  coast  of  BOUGAINVILLE. 
EL1IRAU  fighters  operated  over  KAVIE1TG. 

NARWHAL  (SS  167)  (STVP  area)  operating  off  east  coast  of  MINDANAO  reports 
damaging  1,  possibly  two,  unidentified  4000-ton  ships  on  21  May. 

On  18  June  A-20s  again  attacked  :iAN0Kf7ARI  shipping  and  coastal  areas  to 
the  south,  the  airdrome  at  MAN0KWARI  was  also  strafed.    Other  A-20's  struk  the 
airfields  on  N0EMF00R  ISLAND.    A-20s  bombed  personnel  areas  at  DAGUA;  other 
targets  in  the  WEWAK  area  were  hit  by  P-47s,  P-39s  and  Beauforts.    C-47s  flew  a 
total  of  107  supply  missions  to  H0LLANDIA,  TADJI  and  WAKDE.     15  B-25s  bombed 
northeast  TIMOR. 

20  June  (Oahu  date) 


At  201640  (K)  carrier  search  planes  made  contact  with  enemy  fleet  position 
15-36  N,  134-30  E  (645  mi,  W  of  TIN IAN) *    At  201553  (K)  TF  58  launohed  full  deck 
load  for  attack  from  position  13-66  N„  139-06  E  (385  mi,  W  by  S  from  TIN IAN);  at- 
tack was  delivered  against  hostile  force  at  201842  (K)  in  position  15-30  N, 
133-55  E  (about  30  mi,  W  of  Jap  position  given  above);  there  were  6  CVs,  6  OAs, 
4  BBs  present*    As  result  of  the  long  flight  and  night  recovery  many  planes  landed 
in  the  water;  some  pilots  were  recovered  during  the  night r  the  search  and  recovery 
continues. 

Our  carrier  search  planes  were  again  over  the  enemy  fleet  at  210700  (K)»  but 
strike  was  launched  at  dawn  from  position  16-20  N,  136-56  E(545  mi,  W  of  TINIAN) ; 
this  strike  failed  to  reach  the  target  which  was  in  position  17-30  N,  131-60  E 
(about  170  mi,  NW  of  Jap  position  previously  reported  on  the  20th,  and  about  300 
mi,  to  west  of  our  force's  launching  point);  our  force  continued  to  the  westward 
during  the  day  searching  for  cripples  but  with  negative  results.    In  the  absence  of 
a  report  from  CTF  58,  results  of  the  force's  strike  against  the  enemy  fleet  are 
unknown* 
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The  last  reported  position  of  enemy  fleet  was  17-34  N,  131-40  E  at  200650  (K) 
course  300,  speed  not  over  20;  reported  position  is  about  655  miles  SE  of  FORMOSA. 
The  reported  composition  wae  3  medium  carriers  (1  leaving  oil  slick)  escorted  by 
3  DD'bi  11  CAs  and  8  DDs  were  to  the  northward  of  the  carrier  force j  15  miles  to 
the  south  of  the  carrier  force  were  4  BBS  (2  of  which  were  YAMATO  Class);  6  DDs  were 
35  miles  astern  of  BBs.    3  CVs  and  2  fleet  oilers  which  were  sighted  during  the  at- 
tack night  of  20  June  were  unlocated* 

Progress  of  land  operations  on  SAIPAN  on  21  June  (K)  was  satisfactory  though 
Blow,  with  heavy  fighting  continuing  during  the  day  on  all  Division  fronts.  The 
pocket  of  resistance  in  the  center  of  the  zone  of  action  was  eliminated;  the  27th 
Division  extended  their  line  on  NAFUTAN  PENINSULA  to  the  south  for  a  distance  vary- 
ing from  200  to  1,000  yards;  the  line  to  the  north  was  extended  about  1,000  yards. 
At  0600  (K)  22  June  the  2nd  and  4th  MarDivs  will  launch  a  coordinated  attack  to 
seize  the  hi$i  ground  overlooking  MAGIC IENNE  BAY*    No  additional  reports  of  casual- 
ties have  been  received. 


1  Army  VF  squadron  will  land  on  ASLITO  Airfield  on  22  June;  2  additional 
squadrons  will  land  on  the  2 3rd.    12  artillery  observation  planes  have  been  operat- 
ing daily  from  CHARAN  KANOA  Airstrip.    CTF  51  has  directed  CTF  53  to  send  1  CVE 
plus  screen  to  strike  PAGAN  airfields  early  morning  22  June;  on  completion  this 
strike  to  rejoin  own  force.    Combatant  ships  attached  to  TF  58  during  threat  of 
Fleet  engagement  have  been  returned  to  TF  51.    Fifth  Fleet  is  returning  from  pur- 
suit of  enemy  fleet  which  is  believed  to  be  retiring  toward  FORMOSA.    Trans Divs  18 
and  28  will  depart  for  PEARL  before  dark  22  June  (k) . 

On  19  June  CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  bombed  TRUK,  PONAPE,  MILLE,  WOTJE,  and 
TAROA. 


Weather  restricted  the  number  of  Marine  hecklers  over  RABAUL  to  1  plane  on  the 
night  of  18-19  June.    On  19  June  97  B-25's,  SBD's,  TBF's,  and  P-38'b  attacked  AA 
gun  positions  S  and  SW  of  RAPOPO;  4  B-24's  bombed  VUNAKANAU  Airfield.    EMIRAU  P-39 
patrols  operated  over  the  KAVIENG  Area.    Fighter  bombers  made  sweeps  over  BOUGAIN- 
VILLE, attacking  targets  of  opportunity. 

Com7thFleet  reports  sighting  by  observer  of  1  possible  CV,  1  DD,  and  3  medium 
AP's  anchored  NW  of  SURIGAO  PROVINCE,  MINDANAO;  approximate  position  09-36  N,  125- 
44  E;  sighting  reported  early  morning  21  June. 

GURNARD  (SWP  Area),  operating  CELEBES  SEA,  reports  sinking  1  large  AK,  2  medi- 
um AK*s,  and  1  large  AO  for  a  total  of  26,900  tons;  damaging  1  BB,  believed  NAGATO 
Class,  and  1  medium  AK  for  a  total  of  36,700  tone. 

SWP  air  forces  on  19  June  sent  22  B-24's  against  KAMIRI  Airdrome  and  dispersal 
and  bivouac  areas  on  N0EMF00R  ISLAND;  the  areas  were  heavily  bombed,  40  tons  being 
dropped,  and  a  large  fire  started.    A-20*b  attacked  shipping  along  N  coast  of 
VOGELKOP;  other  A-20's  conducted  a  barge  sweep  along  the  north  coast  of  JAPEN  IS. 
Pressure  was  maintained  on  enemy  troop  concentrations  E.  of  AIT APE  by  light  bombers 
which  attacked  LUAIN  and  SUAIN  Villages;  CAPE  MOEM  and  DAGUA  storage  areas  were  also 
bombed  by  A-20's.    Usual  fighter  sweeps  were  made  along  N  coast  of  NEW  GUINEA»  in- 
cluding the  Islands  of  MUSCHU  and  KAIRIRU.    C-47«s  flew  a  total  of  93  supply  mis- 
sions to  HOLLAND  LA,  14  to  TADJI,  and  9  to  WAKDE. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  19  June  2  B-24's  from  11th  AF  bombed  SURIBACHI  with  un- 
observed results.  3  PV'b  from  Fleet  Air  Wing  FOUR  bombed  PARAMUSHIRO  with  unobserv- 
ed results.  A  delayed  report  atateB  that  on  17  June  3  PV's  from  Fleet  Air^Wi»«^F0 
bombed  SHIMUSHU  by  radar;  2  fires  were  observed.  v  -^^HXl^ 


21  June  (Oahu  Date) 
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CTF  58  summarises  operations  during  19  and  20  June  (K).    On  19  June  III 
enemy  planes  were  shot  down,  18  by  gunfire.    We  lost  21  planes  in  combat  and  4 
operationally;  13  pilots  and  6  crewmen  were  lost  in  combat,  and  1  pilot  and  1 
crewman  were  lost  operationally.    The  BUNKER  HILL  and  the  WASP  received  near 
misses  resulting  in  1  officer  and  2  enlisted  men  killed,  4  officers  and  81  en- 
listed men  wounded;  the  SOUTH  DAKOTA  received  a  bomb  hit  (previously  reported). 
On  20  June  15-20  enemy  planes  were  shot  down;  our  losses  were  49  pilots  and  59 
orewmen  killed  or  missing  in  combat,  2  pilots  and  6  crewmen  lost  operationally. 
Enemy  ship  damage  reported  as  follows;  sunk;  1  CV  (HITAKA  Class),  3  AO's;  probably 
sunkj  1  CV  (HITAKA  Class),  1  DD;  badly  damaged i    1  CV  (SHOKAKU  Class);  damaged 
by  at  least  1  hit:  1  CVL,  1  BB  (KONGO  Class),  1  CA,  2  DD,  2  AO's. 

At  1955  (K)  22  June  MARYLAND  was  hit  by  torpedo  or  skip  bomb;  damage  is  be- 
lieved not  excessive. 

Indications  oontinue  to  point  toward  retirement  of  enemy  fleet  to  EMPIRE. 

Com5thFleet  at  220525  GCT  directed  CTG  58.4  to  proceed  with  his  group  as  now 
constituted  to  vicinity  SAIPAN;  to  deny  GUAM,  ROTA,  and  PAGAN  to  enemy  aircraft; 
to  assist  in  air  defense  and  air  support  of  SAIPAN.    Directed  that  2  carrier  TG'e 
with  CA  and  DD  screen  be  sent  to  ENIWETOK;  the  3rd  carrier  group  with  fast  SB's 
to  remain  in  covering  position  in  SAIPAN  Area  with  restricted  air  operations. 
Com5thFleet  will  proceed  with  TG  58.4  to  SAIPAN > 

TU  52.17.7,  Rear  Admiral  Kingman  in  TENNESSEE  with  CALIFORNIA,  escorted  by 
2  DD's  and  1  DE  ordered  to  depart  SAIPAN  for  ENIWETOK  221800  (K)  where  unit  will 
fuel,  provision,  and  take  on  ammunition  preparatory  to  returning  to  SAIPAN. 

OTP  58  at  220634  GCT  directed  CTG  58.2  in  BUNKER  HILL  with  CV's,  OA's,  and 
DD's  of  TG  58.1  and  58.2  to  depart  MARIANAS  upon  completion  of  fueling  about  23 
June  (K),  and  to  proceed  to  ENIWETOK.    Enroute  each  TG  to  make  1  heavy  air  strike 
on  PAGAN  to  put  runways  and  air  facilities  out  of  commission,  using  heavy  GP  bombs 
with  long  delay  fuzes.    Upon  completion  of  the  strike  TG  58.1  to  fly  replacement 
planes  to  TG  58.3. 

Shipping  has  been  made  available  to  move  1  RCT  of  77th  Division  to  ENIWETOK 
on  about  2  July. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  20  June  conducted  strikes  against  PONAPE  TRUK 
WOTJE,  and  TAROA.  * 

On  20  June  bad  weather  caused  cancellation  of  major  Btrikes  against  the  RABAUL 
Area;,  air  operations  being  restricted  to  strikes  by  4  PV's  against  DUKE  OP  YORK 
ISLAND  and  5  B-24's  against  VUNAKANAU  and  vicinity. 

ASPRO  (SWP  Area),  operating  off  PALAUS,  reports  sinking  2  AK's  for  a  total  of 
11,500  tons. 

FLIER  (SWP  Area),  operating  west  of  LUZON,  reports  2  hits  in  a  10,000-ton 
tanker  at  131500  (H). 

On  20  June  5  squadrons  of  B-24*s  heavily  attacked  N0EMF00R  ISLAND  bombing 
enemy  stores  and  personnel  areas  near  KAMIRI  and  KORMASOREN  Airdromes;  though 
heavy  cloud  cover  prevented  observation,  smoke  from  fires  and  explosions  rose 
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above  5,000  feet.    B-25's  and  fighter  bombers  continued  air  operations  against 
enemy  oo cup led  positions  along  north  NEE?  GUINEA  Coast;  unfavorable  weather  re- 
stricted operations.    8  B-24's  bombed  WOLEAI  on  19  June  with  unobserved  results. 
On  20  June  4  B-26's  made  a  shipping  sweep  off  TIMOR. 

The  3  airfields  on  southern  BIAK  are  reported  in  our  possession. 


Land  operations  on  SAIPAN  on  22  June  (K)  continued  against  strong  opposition. 
On  the  south,  an  advance  varying  from  200  to  1,000  yards  was  made;  our  forces 
hold  all  of  NAFUTAN  PENINSULA  except  the  last  mile.    On  the  north,  our  forces 
advanced  approximately  1  mile  along  the  entire  front  whioh  extends  generally  from 
southern  edge  of  GARAPAN-TAPOTCHAS  (exclusive) -LA ULAU  on  MAGIC IENNE  BAT;  this  line 
is  believed  to  olosely  parallel  the  enemy  main  line  of  defense.    A  considerable 
quantity  of  enemy  materiel  has  been  captured;  this  includes  41  75-mm  guns  and  vari- 
ous other  calibers.    Among  captured  documents  are  those  indicating  strength  of  ene- 
my to  be  about  23,000;  plans  for  the  defense  of  GUAM  (dated  25  March)  were  also 
oaptured.    CTF  51  believes  1  submarine  was  sunk  by  the  BENHAM  (DD796)  and  the 
CHANDLER  (DMS  9)  position  15-50  N,  147-05  E. 

CTG  58,1  230458  supplements  summary  of  20  June  (K)  to  CTF  58.    Reports  3  of 
our  planes  shot  down  in  oombat  and  2  still  unaccounted  for;  3  pilots  and  6  crewmen 
were  lost  in  oombat  with  2  crewmen  still  missing.    Lost  operationally  were  40 
planes;  1  deck  officer  and  1  crewman  were  lost  operationally.    1  enemy  plane  was 
destroyed  in  the  air  and  2  others  were  probably  destroyed* 

The  YORKTOWN  claims  2  sure  torpedo  hits  on  an  unidentified  small  carrier  and 
1  DD  sunk  by  a  stray  torpedo *    A  BELLEAU  HOOD  survivor  just  returned  reports  CV, 
HAYATAKA  Class,  burning  and  listing  from  internal  explosions  as  she  passed  him. 
The  previously  reported  torpedo  hit  on  an  ATAGO  Class  cruiser  by  the  HORNET  group 
is  now  believed  to  be  CHOKAI  or  MAYA  Class. 

CTG  58.1  222337  summarises  operations  21  June  (K).    A  total  of  79  sorties  were 
flown  over  the  target  area,  but  the  enemy  fleet  was  not  found.    The  group  lost  1 
F6F  and  1  pilot  operationally.    9  men  were  rescued  by  rescue  planes. 

At  231230  (K)  TG  58.1  launched  a  strike  against  PAGAN  reporting  no  air  tar- 
gets; plans  to  make  a  long  range  fighter  sweep  against  IWO  J IMA  at  daylight  24 
June. 

At  231205  (K)  the  MANILA  BAY  was  attacked  by  4  hostile  fighter  bombers  about 
60  miles  E.  of  TINIANj  no  damage  was  incurred. 

ARCHERFISH  (SS  311)  reports  counting  on  IWO  J MA  on  23  June  47  medium  bombers 
and  36  fighters  on  the  ground;  7  500-ton  craft  were  off  the  west  shore. 

CTF  51  reports  at  231612  (E)  that  enemy  AP  and  2  DE's  were  unloading  troops 
at  ROTA;  CTG  52,14  was  direoted  to  attack  during  the  afternoon.  (Report  was  origi- 
nated by  ASP  plane). 
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CTF  57  210520  summarizes  operations  16-20  June. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  21  June  conducted  strikes  against  WOTJE,  TARDA 
PONAPE,  and  TRUK"i  in  the  strike  on  TRUK  the  PARAM  Airstrip  was  believed  to  have 
been  extensively  damaged  by  13  B-24's  which  dropped  114  500-lb.  bombs. 

On  21  June  B-25's,  escorted  by  P-38*s,  attacked  enemy  shipping  off  SORONGj 
other  B-25»s  hit  shipping  in  SELE  STRAITS.    During  the  night,  an  unspecified 
number  of  B-24's  bombed  PALA1T  with  unobserved  results.    A-20* b  bombed  and  strafed 
KAMIRI  and  NAMBER  Airdromes  on  N0EMF0OR;  other  A-20 ' s  bombed  enemy  positions  in 
the  vicinity  of  SARMI.    2  groups  of  A-20's  heavily  attacked  enemy  targets  between 
A I  TAPE  and  BORAM,  hitting  LUAIN  VILLAGE  and  storage  areas  at  WEWAK.    the  usual 
fighter  sweeps  were  made  along  the  north  ooast  of  NEW  GUINEA.    C-47's  flew  a  total 
of  73  supply  missions  to  advance  bases.    The  airfield  on  YAP  ISLAND  was  heavily 
bombed  by  B-24's  from  13th  AFi  a  total  of  12  enemy  planes  was  definitely  destroyed 
4  B-24's  from  the  same  force  bombed  S0R0L  ISLAND. 


On  23  June  (K)  the  27th  Inf.  Div.  (less  1  RCT)  went  into  the  front  line  be- 
tween the  2nd  and  4th  Mar  Diva;  the  RCT  remains  in  the  NAFUTAN  PENINSULA  with  the 
mission  of  cleaning  up  that  area.    At  231005  (K)  after  a  30 -minute  preparation  con 
sisting  of  an  artillery  barrage  and  supporting  fires  from  ships  and  planes,  a  co- 
ordinated attack  was  launched  directed  toward  the  envelopement  of  TAPOTCHAU  MT. 
The  enemy  resisted  stubbornly  and  progress  of  our  forces  was  impeded  by  enemy 
mines  and  booby  traps.    By  1500  our  front  lines  had  been  extended  approximately 
700  yards  on  each  side  of  TAPOTCHAU  MT,    An  enemy  battery  on  TINIAN  came  into 
action  during  the  night  and  dropped  shells  intermittently  among  transports  and  on 
the  beach j  LST  115  sustained  a  hit  whioh  decommissioned  the  power  steering  though 
the  vessel  can  move  under  its  own  power.    On  18  June  YMS  323  was  hit  by  6  enemy 
shells  with  considerable  damage}  temporary  repairs  are  now  near  completion.  3 
aviation  POWs,  who  were  shot  down  while  trying  to  land  on  TINIAN,  are  now  enroute 
PEARL j  they  state  the  following  carriers  were  in  the  enemy  fleets  SHOKAKU,  ZUDXAEU 
HITAKA,  HAYATAKA,  RYUHO,  and  ZUIHO. 

CTG  58.1  240153  summarizes  operations  23  June  against  PAGAN.    A  total  of  101 
sorties  were  flown  over  PAGAN.    Enemy  damage  was  assessed  as  6  planes  downed  in 
the  air,  4  destroyed  on  the  ground,  and  2  probably  destroyed  on  the  ground;  1 
sampan  and  4  small  AKs  were  sunk;  2  small  AKs  and  12  sampans  were  damaged  by  stra- 
fing.   The  group  lost  1  F6F  and  1  pilot. 

CTG  58.4  reports  considerable  fighter  opposition  at  GUAM  on  23  June;  we  lost 
2  planes  and  shot  down  3  enemy  planes. 

CotnBatPac  describes  air  attaok  against  TG  58.7  on  19  June.  Action  began  at 
0608  when  a  diving  enemy  plane  was  shot  down  by  YARNALL  {DD  541).  At  1002  ALABAMA 
reported  large  bogies  approaching  from  265  distance  130  miles i  TG  formed  in  oircii^ 
lar  disposition  with  heavy  ships  and  destroyers  alternating  on  circle  6:  INDIANA 
was  at  center j  DesDiv  106  as  pickets  circle  16  to  westward.  Raiding  planes  were 
intercepted  by  fighters,  but  remnants  made  a  determined  strafing  and  bombing  at- 
taok at  1045  (k)  followed  by  a  torpedo  attaok.    Well  executed  attackes  continued 


23  June  (Oahu  date) 


CTF  53  230832  (pink)  outlines  plan  for  landing  on  GUAM. 
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until  about  1500  (k);  most  attacks  were  stopped  beyond  the  screen  but  some  pene- 
trated and  were  destroyed.    DesDiv  106  was  effective  in  breaking  up  approaches. 
The  INDIANA  which  was  repeatedly  attacked  with  bombs  and  torpedoes  shot  down  9 
enemy  planes.    MINNEAPOLIS  was  damaged  by  a  10 -ft,  near  raiss;  the  INDIANA  was 
dented  on  the  side  by  a  crashing  enemy  plane;  the  HUDSON  (DD  475)  was  hit  by  a 
5 -inch  shell. 

On  24  June  (K)  TG  58.1  made  a  240-mile  fighter  sweep  over  BIO  J IMA.    60  enemy 
planes,  mostly  fighters,  were  shot  down;  10  to  20  others  which  were  on  the  field 
were  not  destroyed  because  of  enemy  interception.    The  HORNET  CAP  shot  down  11  of 
12  KATES  attempting  to  attack  the  force  and  the  12th  was  shot  down  by  BELLEAD  WOOD 
CAP.    We  lost  4  fighters. 

CTF  51  reports  that  at  241925  (K)  3  enemy  planes  dropped  bombs  on  the  beach 
at  SAIPAN;  planes  apparently  oame  from  GUAM  or  ROTA;  planes  retired  on  course  200. 
At  242040  (K)  about  10  enemy  planes  were  picked  up  by  radar  bearing  210  distance 
60  miles;  a  direct  approach  was  made  and  flares  were  dropped  over  the  ships  whioh 
were  covered  by  a  smoke  screen.    So  far  as  known,  planes  did  not  drop  bombs  or 
torpedoes;  they  circled  southern  TIN IAN  airfields  but  apparently  did  not  land  (thes 
fields  were  heavily  bombed  and  shelled  during  the  afternoon  and  were  probably  not 
usable).    Planes  finally  retired  at  2140  (K)  on  course  245. 

CTG  52.14  reports  completion  of  photographio  mission  over  GUAM;  strong  AA 
fire  was  encountered.    Photographio  flight  leader  estimates  that  operations  over 
GUAM  will  be  difficult  until  the  area  has  been  neutralized  by  bombardment. 

CTG  52.14  reports  s inking  by  bombing  a  4  to  5,000-ton  AX  at  ROTA. 

CamSthFleet  at  240100  OCT  authorised  and  directed  Commander  Northern  Troops 
and  Landing  Force  to  relieve  Major  General  Ralph  Smith  from  oommand  of  the  27th 
U.S.  Army  Division  and  to  place  Major  General  Jarman  in  oommand  of  the  Division; 
this  action  taken  in  order  that  the  offensive  on  SAIPAN  may  proceed  in  accordance 
with  the  plans  and  orders  of  the  Commander  Northern  Troops  and  Landing  Force. 

Major  General  Jarman  at  240426  OCT  requested  of  CinCPQA  that  Brigadier  General 
Edgar  B.  Calliday  be  sent  to  SAIPAN  by  first  available  air  transportation  with 
highest  olass  air  travel  priority. 

CenFac  shore  based  aircraft  on  22  June  conducted  strikes  against  WOTJE, 
TAROA,  PON APE,  and  TRUK;  MOEN  ISLAND  airfield  and  dispersal  areas  were  hit  by  14 
B-24 1 s  which  dropped  140  500- lb.  bombs. 

Marine  Mitchells  continued  heckling  of  RABAUL  during  the  nights  20-21  June  aid 
21-22  June,    On  21  June  64  B-25's,  SBD's,  TBF's,  and  P-38*s  concentrated  against 
supply  areas  at  NORDUP  and  RALUM.    On  the  following  day  79  planes  hit  AA  positions 
south  and  southwest  of  RAPOPO,  and  6  B-24* 6  bombed  TOBERA.    On  21  and  22  June 
fighter  sweeps  were  conducted  over  KAVIENG  and  the  usual  fighter  sweeps  were  made 
over  BUKA  and  BOUGAINVILLE. 

On  22  June  severe  fighter  activity  over  GEELVINK  BAY  and  over  north  central 
NEW  GUINEA  coast  interrupted  5th  AF  operations  in  those  areas.    A-20's  bombed  dis- 
persal areas  and  gun  positions  on  KAMIRI  and  KORNASOREN  Airfields  on  N0SMF00R  IS. ; 
other  A-20*s  closely  supported  our  ground  forceB  in  the  SARMI  Area.    Usual  fighter 
sweeps  were  made  along  north  coast  of  NEW  GUINEA.    4  C-47's  landed  on  the  MCKMER 
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airdrome  to  complete  the  firet  missions  to  BIAK  ISLAND,  while  33  other  missions 
were  completed  to  HOLLAND  LA,  TADJI,  and  WAKDE. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  22  June,  3  FV's  from  FAT/  4  bombed  K ATOAE A;  3  large 
and  several  small  fires  wore  observed;  all  planee  returned  safely. 

Richardson  230950  (pink)  covers  recommendations  of  Richardson  and  Harmon  that 
command  of  U.S.  Army  Forces  in  South  and  Central  Pacific  Areas  pass  to  command  of 
ComGen  USAFPOA;  discusses  other  command  relationships* 

CinCPOA  240929  (pink)  announces  decision  to  employ  96th  Infantry  Division  in 
STALSMATE  in  preference  to  use  of  38th  Division. 

CinCPOA  240514  (pink)  discusses  and  makes  recommendation  pertaining  to  employ- 
ment of  96th  Infantry  Division  in  STALEMATE. 

CTF  51  232020  (pink)  explains  reason  for  delay  in  estimation  of  W  date  for 
landing  on  GUAM. 

24  Juno  (Oahu  date) 

The  coordinated  attack  launched  by  2nd  and  4th  MarDivs  and  27th  Inf.  Div,  on 
23  June  (K)  continued  on  24  June  withTdouble^  envelopment  of  TAFOTCHAU  MOUNTAIN; 
progress  was  slow  and  stubbornly  contested  by  the  enemy  over  terrain  which  was 
rough  and  precipitous.    The  second  day  of  the  attack  saw  our  forces  under  way 
at  0800  and  by  1400  a  general  advance  of  about  800  yards  had  been  mad©  along  the 
front  with  pronounced  sal ientfc/ being  developed  on  either  side  of  the  objective. 
At  240030  (k)  2  small  groups  of  enemy  planes  approached  from  the  northward  and 
from  high  altitude  dropped  sticks  of  bombs  in  the  inner  transport  area;  naval 
casualties  were  10  killed,  22  wounded  on  LST  222,  LCT  998,  PCS  1402,  PCS  1461,  and 
PHAON  (ARB  3))  there  was  minor  material  damage.    At  241936  3  enemy  planes  approach© 
apparently  from  GUAM  and  dropped  sticks  of  bombs  on  shore;  no  report  of  damage  has 
been  received. 


CTF  58  reports  final  results  of  air  operations  on  19  and  20  June.    Final  re- 
port for  19th  credits  an  additional  49  enemy  planes  destroyed  of  which  15  were  de- 
stroyed on  the  ground.    Our  plane  combat  losses  for  the  19th  were  27  (increase  of 
6),  and  our  pilot  combat  losses  were  18  (increase  of  5);  loss  of  crewmen  remains 
at  6*    On  the  20th,  26  enemy  planes  were  downed  (increase  of  6);  we  lost  22  pilots 
in  combat  (decrease  of  25);  27  crewmen  were  lost  in  combat  (decrease  of  32);  a  to- 
tal of  95  planes  was  lost.    Revised  estimate  of  damage  to  enemy  ships  is  consider- 
ably heavier  than  that  previously  reported,  now  listing  as  sunk,  probably  sunk, 
badly  damaged,  or  damaged  the  following s  1  BP.,  3  CV,  3  CVL,  2  CA,  4  DD,  and  5  AO. 

CTG  58.2  241018  summarizes  operations  for  24  June  against  PAGAN.    A  total  of 
128  sorties  were  flown  over  the  target.    The  group  lost  2  planes  and  destroyed  3 
enemy    planes.    Shipping  damage  was  assessed  as  3  small  AK's  sunk,  2  probably 
sunk,  and  3  luggers  damaged. 

Final  report  by  CTG  58.1  on  results  of  strike  against  TWO  J  IMA  on  24  June  (K) 
increases  to  116  number  of  enemy  planes  downed  in  the  air  (increase  of  56)  and  11 
others  probably  downed  in  the  air;  we  lost  5  planes  instead  of  4* 
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CTG  58,4  250047    summarizes  operations  against  GUAM  on  24  June.    151  sorties 
were  flown  over  the  target.    Enemy  damage  was  assessed  as  2  planes  downed  in  the 
air  and  6  destroyed  on  the  ground;  a  landing  barge  loaded  with  40-50  soldiers  was 
left  burning  and  sinking.    We  lost  1  plane. 

CcmSthFlt  240622  (pink)  announces  conference  with  Turner  and  Holland  Smith 
concludes  that  situation  ashore  does  not  permit  withdrawal  of  any  troops  now  com- 
mitted #  nor  can  date  for  such  withdrawal  now  be  set;  additional  reserves  may  be 
required  and  1st  Marine  Provisional  Brigade  will  be  kept  afloat  in  the  area  for 
that  purpose;  ships  of  TP  63  not  required  in  current  operations  on  SAIPAN  to  be 
sent  to  EWHVETCK;  etc, 

PINTADO*  operating  Nw  of  MARIANAS*  reports  total  score  during  this  patrol  6 
loaded  AK's  sunk  for  a  total  tonnage  of  37*000}  this  includes  3  AK's  previously 
reported  in  summary  6  June. 

CenPac  shorn  based  airoraft  on  23  June  bombed  W0TJE,  TAR0A,  P0NAPE,  and  TRUK; 
MOEN  Airfield  was  hit  by  15  B-24'e  which  dropped  37-|  tons  on  strips  and  dispersal 
areas. 


Search  plane  reports  sighting  3  small  AK's  with  3  auxiliaries  at  242300  GOT 
position  19  N*  143  E  (170  miles  1YNW  of  PAGAN),  course  350*  speed  8.  ComNavGroup 
CHINA  reports  that  on  23  June  an  Army  reconnaissance  unit  observed  in  TAKA0  HARBOR 
28  vessels  (200-250  feet),  1  BB  (600-700  feet)*  and  1  AO  (500  feet).    A  coast 
watcher  reports  in  ZAMBOANGA  HARBOR  on  22  June  1  BB,  2  OA's,  2  DD's*  numerous  AK's, 
and  many  seaplanes  including  11  4-engine  flying  boats. 

On  23  June  unfavorable  weather  handicapped  air  operations  over  RABAUL  and 
BOUGAINVILLE.    During  the  night  of  22-23  June  2  Marine  Mitchells  operated  in  bad 
weather  to  heckle  RABAUL.    Fighter  bombers  patrolled  the  RABAUL  Area  on  23  June 
and  bombed  VUNAKANAU.    Fighter  bombers  from  EMIRAU  operated  over  KAVIENG. 

On  23  June  19  B-24's  from  13th  AF  dropped  55  1,000-lb.  bombs  on  YAP;  the  air- 
field was  accurately  and  heavily  bombed  as  were  buildings  and  installations  near 
the  field. 

An  unspecified  number  of  B-24's  attacked  JEPMAN  Airdrome  on  23  June  starting 
fires  and  explosions  in  the  dispersal  areas;  there  was  no  interception.    31  A-20's 
attacked  targets  on  N05WF00R  bombing  and  strafing  the  2  airfields  and  hitting  stores! 
and  personnel  areas.    12  B-25 * s  closely  supported  our  ground  foroes  on  BIAK,  and 
A-20's  hit  enemy  occupied  positions  in  the  SARMI-MAFFIN  BAY  Area*    2  B-24's  struck 
PELELIU  Airdrome  during  the  night.    Fighter  bombers  attacked  bridges  and  storage 
areas  in  the  vicinity  of  7VEWAK.    C-47's  continued  supply  missions  to  BIAK,  complet- 
ing 106  missions  to  HOLLANDIA  and  other  forward  bases  and  3  to  MOKMER  Airdrome. 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  ED  12958,  as  amended 
HQ  USEUCOM 


1974 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  EO  12958,  as  amended 


HQ  USEUCOM 

25  June  (Oahu  Date) 

The  3  division  attack  against  TAPATCHAU  Mountain  was  resumed  at  0730  25 
June  (K).    2nd  MarDiv  advancing  northward  about  500  yards  and  inland  to  a  distance 
of  1200  yards  entered  southern  part  of  GARAPAN  Village;  other  elements  of  the 
division  reached  and  occupied  the  peak  of  the  mountain*    27th  Inf Div  (in  the 
center)  met  severe  resistance  from  a  vary  strong  point  1000  yds  SE  of  the  mountain! 
within  the  strong  point  the  enemy  occupied  caves  on  the  sides  of  cliffs;  the 
strong  point  is  now  surrounded  and  being  subjected  to  point  blank  artillery  fire. 
4th  MarDiv  attacking  on  the  right  (East)  wing  met  only  light  opposition  and  hate 
now  occupied  the  entire  KAGMAN  PENINSULA.    A  small  amount  of  ground  was  taken  on 
NAFUTAN  PENINSULA  where  one  RCT  of  27th  Div  is  operating.    Few  prisoners  have  been 
taken  though  numerous  civilians  are  in  our  custody.    A  total  of  36  enemy  tanks 
have  been  destroyed  and  40  have  been  captured;  3  coastal  defense  guns  have  also 
been  captured.    Our  artillery  maintains  heavy  harassing  fire  in  SAIPAN  sectors, 
particularly  in  GARAPAN.    An  enemy  air  attack  at  241935  (K)  caused  no  damage  as 
bombs  fell  in  the  water. 

There  is  no  further  estimate  on  number  of  enemy  dead.    The  estimate  of  our 
casualties  follows! 


UNIT 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

2nd  MarDiv 

350 

1804 

516 

2670 

4th  MarDiv 

536 

3041 

662 

4239 

27th  Inf Div 

81 

364* 

22 

467* 

Total 

967 

5209 

1200 

7376 

♦Includes  2  from  Corps  Troops. 


CTG  58.1  260114  gives  complete  summary  of  strike  against  TWO  JTMA  on  24 
June.    Task  Group  Commander  states  that  complete  surprise  was  effected  and 
believes  that  strike  broke  up  a  large  enemy  raid  which  was  assembled  and  was  in 
the  process  of  hitting  southward*    Many  planes  were  loaded  with  torpedoes*  had 
fighter  escort  and  were  airborne,  on  arrival  of  our  fighter  sweep. 

In  order  to  conduct  anti- shipping  strikes  in  GUAM  and  ROTA,  and  in  south- 
western approaches  thereto,  CTF  56  directs  formation  of  TU  58.4.6  Rear  Admiral 
Baker  in  MIAMI  with  CruDiv  14  and  DesRon  23;  this  unit  to  depart  TG  58.4  at  0600 
(K)  27  June.    If  practicable  the  unit  will  attack  coastal  defense  batteries  and 
AA  batteries  on  western  end  of  OROTE  FIELD.    Unit  rejoins  TG  58.4  by  0800  (K)  28 
June* 

CTG  58.4  252325  summarizes  operations  on  25  June  against  GUAM  and  ROTA.  A 
total  of  102  sorties  was  flown  over  the  target.    Enemy  damage  was  assessed  as  8 
planes  destroyed  on  the  ground,  and  11-12  probably  destroyed  on  the  ground;  one 
large  AK  in  AFRA  HARBOR  was  damaged  for  the  2nd  time.    The  group  lost  2  planes 
operationally. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  24  June  bombed  WOTJE  and  TAR OA. 

BARB  (SS  220)  reports  on  13  June  fired  2  torpedoes  to  slowly  sink  one  large 
AP  with  2  hits;  submarine  was  operating  OKHOTSK  SEA. 
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On  the  night  of  23-24  June  4  Marine  Mitchells  continued  to  heckle  RABAUL. 
GREEN  ISLAND  and  EMIRAU  Core air s  patrolled  the  RABAUL  and  KAVIENG  areas.    68  TBFe, 
SBDs,  B-26s  and  P-38s  bombed  targets  in  the  RABAUL  area  concentrating  the  weight 
against  VUNAPOPE.    16  fighter  bombers  made  sweeps  over  BOUGAINVILLE, 

RAY  (SS  271) (SWF  area)  operating  CELEBES  SEA  reports  sinking  1  AO  (10,200), 
1  AK  (5850),  1  AK  (8150),  1  AP  (8670),  1  AP  (8360)  and  1  CM  (1346)  for  a  total  of 
42,476  tons. 

A  ooastal  observer  reports  3  CAs  and  2  AOs  position  11-09  N,  123-10  E  (north 
of  SAN  BERNARDINO  STRAIT)  at  250930  (K),  course  SW,  speed  not  given. 

On  24  June  45  B-24s  bombed  gun  positions,  stores,  and  personnel  areas  on 
N0EMF00R  ISLAND  from  KAMIRI  to  KORNASOREN  airfields ;  a  total  of  80  tons  of  260  end 
300- lb  bombs  was  dropped;  explosions  resulted  in  gun  positions  and  fires  started 
throughout  the  area.    31  A-20s  and  12  B-26s  strafed  enemy  bivouacs  for  20  miles 
along  the  TOR  RIVER,  and  bombed  division  quarters  and  villages  in  the  MAFFIN  BAY 
area.    Fighter-bombers  attacked  enemy  westward  troop  movements  east  of  A IT APE. 
A-20s  bombed  enemy  installations  in  the  vicinity  of  DAGUA  and  SUA IN.  Fighter- 
bombers  hit  enemy  positions  in  the  BUT  and  BORAM  areas. 

In  the  North  Pacific  3  B-24s  from  11th  AF  attacked  KAURABU  ZAKI  early  morn- 
ing 24  June;  results  were  unobserved;  all  planes  returned  safely*    4  PVs  from  Fleet 
Air  Tiring  4  attacked  KASH TfTABARA-KATAOKA  early  on  morning  of  24  June;  fires  visible 
for  80  mileB  from  the  target;  all  planes  returned  safely  A 


26  June  (Oahu  date) 

ComSthFleet  260207  (Pink)  comments  upon  impressions  gained  upon  visiting 
ashore  with  Lt.Gen.  Holland  Smith. 

CTF  51  270400  summarizes  air  operations  and  enemy  air  attacks  during  the 
last  two  days, 

CTU  58.4,5  reports  results  of  ROTA-GUAM  ant i -shipping  strike  which  was  made 
on  27  June  (K)  in  aocordanoe  with  instructions  from  CTF  58  (summary  25  June).  I 
small  tug  and  2  sampans  were  destroyed  in  APRA  HARBOR;  1  medium  AT  was  observed 
on  the  bottom.    Coastal  defense  guns  on  OROTE  POINT  were  heavily  shelled  without 
receiving  return  fire.    All  fuel  tanks  on  south  shore  of  APRA  HARBOR  were  blown 
up,  and  the  ones  inshore  at  the  end  of  the  breakwater  were  left  burning.    The  CAP 
reported  10-12  planes  on  the  ground  at  OROTE  Airfield  were  destroyed  and  a  large 
fire  was  started  on  the  field;  there  was  no  AA  and  no  air  opposition.    No  shipping 
was  observed  at  ROTA;  a  sugar  mill  there  was  set  afire  and  1  large  metal  building 
on  the  south  shore  was  damaged* 

ComSthFleet  concludes  that  IWO  J  IMA  is  being  filled  with  aircraft  from  the 
Empire  and  that  these  are  staging  through  ROTA  and  GUAM  to  attack  our  forces; 
directs  CTF  58  to  make  strike  on  IWO  J IMA,  leaving  enough  strength  to  deny  ROTA 
and  GUAM  fields  to  enemy  aircraft. 
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CTG  52.14  (CVE  Group)  organises  5  task  units;  2  with  3  CVEs  each,  and  1  with 
2  CVEs,  with  screen,  as  ant i- submarine  patrol  to  cover  our  forces  at  SAIFAN. 

CTF  51  reports  that  enemy  planes  took  off  from  ROTA  at  271854  <K)  and  raided 
our  forces  at  SAIPAN;  these  planes  began  landing  again  at  ROTA  at  272020  (K) . 
ComSthFleet  has  directed  CTF  51  that  beginning  28  June  and  until  further  orders 
he  will  make  late  aftemnon  strikes  on  ROTA  Airfield  with  P-47*s. 

Laying  of  torpedo  net  to  protect  TANAPAG  HARBOR  was  begun  at  daylight  28 
June  (K). 

SEAHORSE  (SS  304),  operating  between  F OHM  OS  A  and  LUZON,  reports  attack  ing 
a  10-ship  convoy  at  dawn  27  June  (K)  position  21-19  N,  120-25  E,  course  340,  speed 
9;  1  large  AO  and  1  medium  AK  were  sunk,  and  1  medium  AK  was  damaged. 

CenPao  shore  based  aircraft  on  25  June,  bombed  WOTJE,  MILLS,  TARQA,  and  TRUK; 
10  8-25' s  hit  PARAM  Airfield  with  20  1,000-lb.  bombs  with  unobserved  results;  1  of 
6  Zekes  which  intercepted  aggressively  was  destroyed, 

Com7thFleet  reports  an  observer  sighted  at  260910  (K)  in  SARAN6ANI  BAY  (S. 
MINDANAO)  7  AP,  3  PG,  and  7  launches. 

Land  operations  on  BIAK  ISLAND  were  limited  to  patrol  activity.    Enemy  casual 
ties  there  reported  as  2,370  killed  in  action  and  11  captured.    2  enemy  planes  bob- 
bed MOKMER  Airdrome  at  252137  (K),  Injuring  6  men  but  inflioted  little  material 
damage. 

21  B-24»s  successfully  bombed  YAP  at  noon  25  June  (E);  8  of  26  interceptors 
were  shot  down;  1  B-24  was  lost.  Concurrently  with  strike  against  YAP  2  B-24's 
bombed  SOROL  ISLAND.  4  B-25«s  bombed  CAPE  C HATER  Airstrip  on  TIMOR  while  9  Beau- 
fort's hit  TIMOEKA  (W.  NEW  GUINEA).  12  P-38's  badly  damaged  a  medium  AK  in  the 
SORONG  Area  while  12  B-25's  attacked  a  small  AK  and  several  luggers  at  MANOKWARI. 
B-25's  hit  enemy  installations  on  N0EMF00R.  Our  ground  forces  on  BIAK  and  in  the 
MAFFIN  BAY  Area  were  closely  supported  by  A-20»s.  Usual  fighter  sweeps  were  made 
along  north  coast  of  NEW  GUINEA,  concentrating  mainly  in  the  WEffAK  Area, 

CTF  94  announces  completion  of  surface  bombardment  of  KURABU  SAKI  At  0432  (W) 


27  June  (Oahu  date) 

Our  3  Divisions  on  SAIPAN  continued  to  attack  during  26  and  27  June  (K). 
The  4th  MarDiv  (on  the  east)  advanced  rapidly  to  the  northward  reaching  a  point  on 
the  east  coast  about  2300  yards  north  of  an  east-west  line. through  MOUNT  TAPOTCHAU. 
27th  Inf.  Div.  (in  the  o enter)  bypassed  the  strong  point  which  was  holding  up  their 
advance,  but  they  continue  to  meet  heavy  resistance  and  have  nade  slow  progress, 
2nd  MarDiv  (on  the  west)  advanced  further  into  GARAPAN  VILLAGE  and  now  controls 
MOUNT  TAPOTCHAU,    The  3  Divisions  now  hold  a  *UW- shaped  front,  qomnencing  on  the 
west  coast  at  a  point  in  the  lower  third  of  GARAPAN  TILLAGE,  advancing  generally 
eastward  to  include  MOUNT  TAPOTCHAU,  thence  southward  to  a  point  opposite  the 
southern  slopes  of  MOUNT  TAPOTCHAU,  thence  eastward  2,000  yards,  thence  to  the 
northward  2300  yards,  thence  to  the  east  coast.    The  RCT  of  the  27th  Inf.  Div. 
has  occupied  all  of  NAFUTAN  PENN INSULA,  except  the  last  250  yards.    During  the 
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night  of  27  June  about  400  enemy  broke  through  our  lines  on  NAFUTAN  PENINSULA 
and  pushed  northward  to  attack  Hill  500        miles  north  of  NAFUTAN  POINT);  200 
of  the  enemy  were  killed  with  the  remainder  being  dispersed  in  our  rear  areas. 
On  night  of  27  June  a  party  of  enemy  snipers  attacked  ASLITO  Airfield  and  succeeded 
in  burning  1  P-47  plane  and  damaging  2  others j    13  of  the  enemy  were  killed.  On 
night  of  25  June  our  LCI's  engaged  in  action  against  enemy  barges  south  of  TANAPAG 
HARBOR  sinking  1  barge  ;  we  lost  1  killed,  4  wounded,  and  some  mterial  damage  to 
LCI's  438  and  456.    On  the  afternoon  of  27  June  41  P-47»s  made  a  thorough  fighter 
sweep  on  ROTA  without  finding  enemy  planes;  however,  during  the  night  beginning 
at  1845  planes  were  seen  by  radar  to  be  circling  ROTA  and  appeared  to  be  taking 
off.    Enemy  air  attacks  harrassed  our  transports  during  the  entire  night  of  27 
June,  except  for  a  45-minute  lull;  some  bombs  were  dropped  in  the  water,  others 
were  dropped  ashore;  1  bomb  hit  close  aboard  the  CAMBRIA  wounding  1  man  but  caus- 
ing no  material  damage  to  the  ship.    Early  morning  27  June  enemy  planes  dropped 
8  bombs  on  the  living  quarters  on  ASLITO  Field  killing  1  and  icunding  4.  MINRON 
FOUR  is  sweeping  MAGIC IENNE  BAY;    about  20  moored  mines  have  been  swept  thus  far; 
some  of  the  mines  were  found  near  the  shore  in  5  feet  of  water. 

Our  forces  report  1943  enemy  dead  have  been  buried;  135  prisoners  of  war  and 
3710  civilians  are  in  custody.    Our  casualties  to  include  1600  26  Junei 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

Total 

2nd  MarDiv 

556 

2639 

455 

3650 

4th  MarDiv 

560 

2893 

421 

5874 

27th  Inf.Div. 

129 

697 

39 

865 

Corps  Troops 

7 

47 

6 

60 

Totals 

IS52" 

"6*276" 

9*2T 

8*4*4*9" 

There  is  evidence  to  indicate  that  enemy  planes  have  been  oarefully  con- 
cealed on  GUAM  and  ROTA  and  are  continuing  to  operate  from  those  places.  Instruc- 
tions have  been  issued  to  photograph  both  GUAM  and  ROTA  for  the  purpose  of  locating 
camouflaged  aircraft.    The  PAGAN  Airfield  is  reported  as  still  unserviceable  with 
many  unfilled  oraters  and  no  evidence  of  efforts  to  repair  it. 

TO  58.4  struck  ROTA  and  GUAM  on  33  June,  flying  a  total  of  60  sorties  over 
the  target  areas;  airfields  were  bombed  and  strafed.    10  VF's  (only  2  possibly 
operational)  were  observed  on  the  ground,    A  large  barrack  and  2  fuel  dumps  were 
destroyed. 

Com inCh  271845  discusses  movement  of  96th  Inf.  Div.  to  PEARL  about  15  July. 

BATFISH  (SS  310)  reports  sighting  convoy  of  2  AK's,  2  or  3  LST's,  and  3  DDs 
at  280258  GOT  position  3  miles  bearing  205  from  MIYAKE-SHIMA,  course  SE  speed  10; 
also  reports  sinking  2  more  small  Ms. 

RATON  (SS  270)  (SWP  Area),  operating  west  of  BORNEO,  reports  sinking  2  large 
escort  vessels,  1  AK ,  and  3  small  craft  for  a  total  tonnage  of  7,238;  damaging  1 
large  10,000-ton  AP. 

Unfavorable  weather  greatly  restricted  air  operations  over  NEW  BRITAIN  on 
25  June  and  considerably  handicapped  operations  on  26  June.    On  the  25th,  10  P-39'b 
and  24  B-25'e  bombed  targets  in  the  WARABU  RIVER  Area  (near  RABAUL);  results  were 
unobserved.    16  P-39'e  and  24  SBD's  hit  the  RABAUL  Area.    32  P-39»s  made  fighter 
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sweeps  over  BOUGAINVILLE •    On  the  26th  93  B-25'e,  SBD's,  TBF • s,  P-39'a,  and  P-38's 
bombed  with  unobserved  results  AA  positions  south  of  RALUM.    24  P-39's  bombed 
warehouses  at  KARAVAT  and  TALILI,  and  bombed  the  revetment  area  at  VUNAKANAU.  39 
F-39 '  s  conducted  fighter  sweeps  over  BOUGAINVILLE  .1?  On  26  June  1  group  of  B-24's 
bombed  JEFMAN  Airdrome  starting  several  fires  in  dispersal  areas  and  causing  large 
explosions;  there  was  no  interception.    £  A-20 ' s  hit  KAMIRI  storage  areas  and  gun 
positions*    P-40 1 b  supported  our  ground  foroea  on  BIAK.    Strikes  continued  to  con- 
centrate against  enemy  occupied  positions  in  the  vicinity  of  MAFFIN  BAY,  WAKDE, 
DATJGA,  BUT,  and  CAPE  MOEN;  HUSCHU  and  KAIRIRU  ISLANDS  were  also  hit.    On  the  pre- 
ceding day  27  B-24»s  heavily  bombed  KAMIRI,  NAMBER,  and  XORNASOREN  Airstrips; 
medium  and  attack  bombers  bombed  and  strafed  NOEMFOOR  targets.    3  bombers  from  the 
13th  AF  ineffectively  hit  WOLEAI  on  26  June. 

Philippine  observers  report  considerable  shipping  west  of  PANAY  on  25  June{K) 
sightings  included  3  cruisers,  11  AP's,  4  loaded  AO's,  and  7  unidentified  warships; 
there  exists  the  possibility  of  duplication  in  the  report.    CcmNavGroup  CHINA  re- 
ports 4  convoys  of  9,  12,  6,  and  3  ships  respectively  in  the  area  between  FORMOSA 
and  the  CHINA  COAST;  sightings  made  morning  28  June  GCT. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  26  June  2  B-24*  e  from  11th  AF  bombed  by  radar  KURA8U 
ZAKI;  fires  were  observed  through  the  overcast. 

On  the  26th,  4  PV's  from  FAW  4  bombed  KASHIWABARA  and  SHIMUSHU;  fires  were 
observed  through  the  overcast.    1  plane  photographed  KA1CUMABETSU  Airfield 
(PARAMUSHIRU);  this  plane  was  attacked  by  11  Hemp's,  2  of  wiich  were  damaged; 
pictures  show  rapid  construction  on  the  airfield. 

28  June  (Oahu  date) 


Our  ground  forces  on  SAIPAN  made  slight  advances  owZ8  June;  enemy  resistance 
continues  strong.    NAFUTAN  PENINSULA  is  now  in  our  hands  and  organised  resistance 
has  ceased.    Vigorous  ant i- sniper  patrols  are  active  throughout  the  garrison  area 
in  eliminating  isolated  enemy  resistance.    Our  total  casualties  to  date  stand  at 
1363  killed  in  action,  6806  wounded  in  action,  and  843  missing  in  action.  Our 
troops  report  burying  approximately  4040  enemy  dead.    Sweeping  of  MAGICIENNE  BAY 
continues;  mines  are  4-horned  moored  type  recently  laid;  BROtTN  Beaches  north  of 
KAGMAN  POINT  reported  mined.    Our  planes  which  struck  airfields  on  T IRIAN  found 
several  well  concealed  planes  in  a  cane  field  some  distance  from  the  airfield. 
The  airfield  at  ROTA  was  believed  to  be  unserviceable  on  night  of  28  June. 

From  2040  to  2137  28  June  3  groups  of  enemy  planes  coming  from  SSW  attacked 
SAIPAN;  bombs  were  dropped  but  damage  is  not  known;  1  enemy  plane  was  shot  down 
and  1  other  was  probably  Bhot  down;  planes  are  believed  to  have  been  seaplanes. 
One  of  our  planes  carrying  4th  MarDiv  observer  mistook  mortar  flash  for  marker 
bomb  and  fired  rockets  into  our  troops  killing  and  wounding  several.    Air  and 
surface  units  continued  to  support  our  ground  forces. 

TG  58.3  hit  GUAM  with  37  tons  on  27  June  (K)  concentrating  against  runways. 
The  TG  picked  up  4  groups  of  Bogies  (estimated  total  8  planes)  all  apparently 
enroute  YAP  to  GUAM,  course  050,  altitude  12,000  ft. 
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Between  2300  (K)  26  June  and  0010  (K)  27  June  TG  52.14  was  attacked  by  two 
eneay  planes  believed  to  be  multi-engine d  flying  boats  or  Bettys.    Two  torpedoes 
were  dropped.    CVEs  sustained  no  damage;  one  enemy  plane  was  shot  down.    TG*s  58.1 
and  58.2  will  sortie  from  EHIWET0K  on  30  June  and  will  proceed  to  the  MARIANAS 
area.    Enroute  thereto  they  will  conduct  strikes  on  IWO  JIMA  and  CHICHI  JIMA  until 
aircraft  facilities  thereat  are  wrecked. 


TO  58.3  will  strike  GUAM  from  the  east  on  afternoon  29  June;  group  will 
operate  south  of  GUAM  early  evening*  retiring  SE  during  night,    TG  68.4  operating 
west  of  MARIANAS  will  strike  ROTA  afternoon  29  June,  and  will  keep  night  fighters 
over  ROTA  until  2300. 


CTG  58,4  290450  summarizes  operations  on  28  June. 

At  about  2305  (K)  22  June  LST  119,  while  beached  on  SAIPAN  and  unloading, 
received  one  medium  caliber  hit  from  an  enemy  battery  on  TIN IAN;  damage  to  hull 
and  wiring  sustained  has  been  repaired  and  the  vessel  is  now  seaworthy. 

CenPao  shore  based  aircraft  on  26  June  bombed  MI LIB,  TAROA,  WOT JE,  PONAPE, 
and  NAURU;  AA  positions  at  the  later  place  were  hit  by  16  B-25s,  4  of  which  receiv- 
ed minor  damage  and  a  5th  was  forced  down  in  the  water;  crow  was  rescued.    On  the 
27th  MILLE,  JALUIT,  WOTJE  and  TRUE  were  hit;  at  the  later  place  16  B-24s  dropped 
45  tons  on  both  MOEN  airfields* 

BANG  (SS  385)  reports  attacking  a  large  convoy  consisting  of  10  Marus  with 
5  escorts,  plus  1  possible  CVS  at  290600  OCT,  position  17-15  N,  118-20  E  (120  miles 
west  of  LUZON)  course  205,  speed  14.    2  large  AKs  were  sunk  with  2  and  3  hits 
respectively;  3  more  hits  probably  sank  another;  125  depth  charges  inflicted  no 
damage. 

GROUPER  (SS  214)  operating  Empire  Waters  reports  J^night  surface  attack  24 
June  believes  3500  ton  AK  sunk  with  2  hits;  possibly  one  or  two  smaller  ships  also 
hit. 

POPPER  (SS  268) (SWP  area)  operating  north  of  MALAY  BARRIER  reports  sinking 
1  large  AK  and  2  AOs  for  a  total  tonnage  of  24, 336 j  and  damaging  1  AO  and  1  CV 
(best  Identified  as  similar  to  KAGA  olass)  26,900  tons  for  a  total  tonnage  of 
34,209. 

On  27  June  59  B-25s,  P-38s  and  P-39s  dropped  60  tons  of  bombs  on  AA  positions 
east  of  TOBERA  airfield.    39  SBDs,  TBPs  and  B-25s  dropped  30  tons  on  supply  areas 
SE  of  VUNAPOPE.    4  PVa  started  fires  in  the  KABUNGA  BAY  area.    During  the  night 
26-27  June,  3  Marine  Mitchells  dropped  39  100-lb  bombs  on  RABAUL  targets.    16  P-38s 
and  22  B-25s  on  the  afternoon  of  27  June  hit  ERVENTA  ISLAND  (off  south  coast  of 
BOUGAINVILLE)  with  49  tons  of  bombs.    7  P-39s  attacked  KAVIENG,    18  P-39s  harassed 
BOUGAINVILLE. 

Photos  indicate  that  on  27  June  TOBERA,  VDNAKANAU,  KAVIENG  and  PANAPAI  run- 
ways were  all  serviceable.    RAPOPO  runway  was  unserviceable.    24  heavy  guns  had 
been  removed  from  VONAKANAU. 
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Photos  of  SOERABAJA  on  25  June  showed  1  DD,  1  CM,  1  PG,  1  SC  and  1  MTB 
apparently  under  repair j  3  DDs  and  3  SS  were  in  dry dock.    Merchant  shipping 
totaled  65,000  tons  including  1  AO.    3  burned  out  merchant  ships  totalling  13,000 
tons  were  observed.    Extensive  damage  had  been  inflicted  on  a  refinery  and  engin- 
eering works.    9  float  planes,  15  bombers  and  10  fighters  were  in  the  area. 

Submarine  reports  sighting  one  TENRYU  class  CA  and  2  DDs  westbound  through 
S ALA JAR  STRAIT  (SW  CELEBES)  at  1000  (K)  27  June. 

SWP  Air  Poroes  on  25  June  hit  YAP  through  clouds  with  19  B-24s;  7  of  25-30 
intercepted  were  shot  down;  4  of  our  planes  were  damaged.  Also  on  the  25th,  10 
B-24s  bombed  TRUK,  shooting  down  1  of  4-5  interceptors. 

On  27  June  SAMATE  airdrome  (SORONG  area)  was  bombed  by  a  group  of  B-24s;  on 
the  preceding  night  2  B-24s  bombed  PALAU.    9  A-20s  with  P-38  escorts  bombed  KOKAS 
Tillage,  fighter -bomber  a  hit  KAMHI  and  NAMBER  airfields.    Fighter-bombers  sup- 
ported our  ground  forces  on  BIAS  and  in  the  MAFFIN  BAY  area.    36  A-20s  and  3  B-25s 
bombed  personnel  areas  near  WEWAfC.    Other  fighter  sweeps  were  made  along  the  north 
coast  of  NEW  GUINEA.    0-47s  completed  a  total  of  108  supply  missions  to  forward 
bases • 

&yw  A 

29  June  (Oahu  date) 

Our  ground  forces  resumed  the  attack  on  SAIPAN  at  0730  (K)  29  June;  the 
attack  was  pushed  forward  against  strong  resistance  for  an  advance  of  1,000  yards 
on  the  front  of  27th  Inf.  Div  (center  of  line);  enemy  resistance  reported  stronger 
than  during  2  previous  days*    The  terrain  is  extremely  rough  and  vegetation  is 
dense.    The  occupation  of  Hill  774  (3,300  yards  NE  of  MT.  TAPOTCHAU)  by  4th  MarDiv 
gives  us  commanding  observation  to  the  north  and  to  the  east;  as  a  consequence 
of  this  conditions  for  our  advance  on  30  June  are  very  favorable.    The  attack  on 
the  30th  will  be  launched  at  0700  and  will  be  supported  by  heavy  air  and  ship 
bombardment  of  strong  points  in  TANAPAG  HARBOR.    The  enemy  troops  which  infiltrated 
fr  om  NAFUTAN  POINT  have  been  mopped  up.    200  enemy  dead,  including  100  civilians, 
were  found  on  NAFUTAN  POINT.    During  enemy  air  attacks  27  June  (K)  bombs  were  drop- 
ped near  our  front  lines  and  in  ASLITO  Airfield  Area,  and  in  the  corps  artillery 
area;  no  casualties  resulted.    On  night  of  28-29  June,  bombs  were  dropped  on 
shore  near  ASLITO;  2  were  wounded,  but  no  material  damage  resulted.    75  land  mines 
were  found  on  Purple  Beaches  ( MAGIC IENNE  BAY);  there  were  also  numerous  shallow 
water  anti  boat  mines  in  MAGIC IENNE  BAY.    Enemy  heavy  AA  was  very  active  for  a 
short  period  on  29  June  (K),  shooting  down  1  TBM  and  badly  hollnjj  another ;  guns  were 
silenced  and  did  not  fire  during  remainder  of  the  day. 

CTG  52.14  (CVE  Covering  Group)  reports  that  an  enemy  submarine  torpedo  passed 
close  aboard  during  forenoon  29  June;  ASP  plane  reports    dropping  special  bomb 
which  exploded  after  1  minute.    At  2045  (K)  29  June  same  TG  reports  that  3  torpe- 
does passed  through  the  formation.    Gunfire  against  TINIAN  continues.    Dawn  and 
evening  sweeps  were  made  by  P-47's  against  TINIAN  airfields  and  against  MARPI  POINT 
(N  shore  of  SAIPAN).    TINIAN  fields  are  still  cratered;  the  enemy  is  making  fresh 
attempts  to  repair  MARPI  POINT  Field.    VF'b  and  VT's  hit  8  3-inch  or  5-inch  guns 
on  TINIAN.    A  noticeable  decrease  in  AA  fire  over  southern  TINIAN  has  been  noted. 
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Total  enemy  dead  buried  by  our  troops  reported  as  4949;  our  casualties  to 
include  1800  (k)  29  Junet 


UNIT 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

2nd  MarDiv 

653 

3154 

360 

4167 

4th  MarDiv 

625 

3171 

462 

4258 

27th  Inf.  Dir. 

185 

1023 

51 

1259 

Corps  Troops 

11 

62 

5 

68 

TOTAL 

vm 

7400- 

mm 

9752 

29  June  (Oahu  date  -  Cont'd) 


CTF  52  announces  that  beginning  26  June  (K)  TIN IAN  will  be  bombarded  daily 
by  air  and  naval  gunfire  and  shore  artillery  with  the  object  of  destroying  all 
shore  batteries,  AA  guns,  artillery,  and  known  defenses.    Coordination  between 
air  and  naval  gunfire  will  be  effected  by  providing  2  sectors  of  operation. 

On  29  June  (ft)  TG  58.4  flew  a  total  of  50  sorties  against  ROTA.    P-47 ' a 
also  made  fighter  sweeps  over  the  island. 

After  strike  against  PAGAN  on  28  June  (K)  GTG  58.4  reports  the  airfield 
badly  damaged  with  no  efforts  to  repair  being  made;  few  worthwhile  targets  re- 
main and  the  Island  appears  virtually  deserted. 

OTP  57  262300  summarises  operations  21-25  June. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  29  June  bombed  TAR OA,  WOTJE,  MILLE,  and 
JOKAJ  (PONAPE). 

The  airdrome  at  ASLITO  on  SAIPAN  ISLAND  has  been  designated  "IS LEY  FIELD"  in 
honor  of  Commander  Robert  H.  Is ley,  late  commander  of  Torpedo  Squadron  16,  who  on 
13  June  gave  his  life  gallantly  leading  an  attack  on  that  airdrome,  then  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy;  during  this  action  ho  was  shot  down  by  AA  fire. 

STURGEON  (SS  187)  reports  large  convoy  with  many  escorts  including  air  cover 
at  282225  GCT  position  27-44  N,  129-05  E  (just  E  of  OKUNA  SHIMA,  AMAMI  Group), 
course  220,  speed  8j  after  sinking  a  9,000-ton  AK  with  4  hits,  she  received  137 
depth  charges  with  minor  damage. 

SWORDFISH    (SS  193),  operating  in  BON INS  Area,  reports  at  292347  GCT  destroy- 
ed by  gunfire  a  300- ton  trawler  and  slightly  damaged  another. 

GROWLER  (SS  215)  reports  3  hits  disintegrated  and  sank  1  large  AO  at  281731 
GCT  position  19-10  N,  120-37  E  (40  miles  N  of  LUZON) • 

On  the  night  of  27-28  June  6  Marine  Mitchells  continued,  heckling  blockade 
of  RABAUL  and  bombed  LAKDNAI;  1  B-25  crashed  and  burned  with  no  survivors.  EMIRAU 
Corsairs  patrolled  over  K AVI ENG.    108  B-25's,  SBD's,  TBF'e,  P-38's,  P-39'a  heavily 
bombed  AA  positions  south  of  RALUM.    34  P-39's  and  6  TBF's  bombed  and  strafed 
BOUGAINVILLE  targets. 

On  26  June  PRESIDENT  TYLER  grounded  while  departing  TOROKINA;  bottom  was 
damaged  in  numbers  10  and  11  deep  fresh  water  tanks,  fracturing  shell  and  salting 
water;  vessel  expected  to  be  docked  ESPIRITD  SANTO  early  July  if  inspection  de- 
termines docking  necessary. 
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SWP  air  forces  flew  in  excess  of  200  sorties  against  enemy  positions  and 
installations;  weight  of  strikes  was  directed  against  enemy  occupied  villages 
west  of  SARMIt  against  enemy  troop  concentrations  E.  of  AITAPE,  and  against  the 
WEWAK  and  HAWS A  BAY  Areas,    C-47's  flew  a  total  of  82  supply  missions  to  forward 
bases. 


29  June  (Oahu  datb  -  Cont'd) 


CTF  94  reports  more  completely  on  bombardment  of  KURABU  ZAKI  between  1400 
and  1420  GCT  26  June.    The  approach  and  firing  were  made  by  radar,  firing  range 
being  13,000  yards  at  speed  20.    Heavy  fog  greatly  reduced  visibility.  Enemy 
shore  battery  return  fire  was  entirely  ineffective;  we  suffered  no  casualties 
to  ships  or  personnel.    No  shipping  was  present  in  the  harbor,  but  5  fishing 
craft  were  reported  as  probably  destroyed. 

SO  June  (Oahu  date) 

There  was  little  enemy  activity  on  S A IP AN  during  night  of  29-30  June  (K). 
The  attack  which  was  launched  morning  30  June  met  strong  resistance  on  the  fronts 
of  the  2nd  MarDiv  and  27th  Inf.  Div.;  advance  was  slow  and  at  the  end  of  the  day 
our  front  line  remained  approximately  the  same  as  that  at  the  end  of  29  June, 
though  2  pockets  of  resistance  were  eliminated.  £  TEF^'on  observation  mission 
*KS&  shot  down  by  enemy  AA  fire  and  crashed  among  our  own  troops  causing  7  casual- 
ties. 

There  were  no  air  alerts  on  night  of  29-30  June  (K).    During  the  ni^it  of 
30  June  -  1  July  several  bogies  appeared  and  dropped  several  bombs  on  shore.  1 
enemy  plane  was  shot  down  by  a  night  fighter.    There  wre  strong  air  and  ship  gun- 
fire attacks  throughout  the  day  against  TIN IAN.    Fighter  sweeps  at  ROTA  were  made 
during  the  morning  and  evening.    TO  53.2  (TransDivs  4  and  6,  and  DesDiv  30)  and 
TG  53.17  (Tractor  Group)  were  ordered  to  ENIWETCK  to  await  further  orders.  Mine- 
sweeping  of  MAGIC lENNE  BAY  was  completed. 

Our  own  dead  buried  totals  1624;  incomplete  reports  show  5692  enemy  buried^ 
including  civilians.    220  prisoners  of  war  have  been  taken. 

Com  DesDiv  46  reports  2  AA  batteries  on  AGANA  Field  were  shelled  on  30  June; 
extent  of  damage  was  not  observed;  firing  commenced  at  sunset  and  continued  at 
intervals  during  the  night. 

23  Zeke's  and  1  Kate  have  been  captured  at  SAIPAN;  all  planes  are  in  good 
condition  and  the  Kate  is  radar  equipped. 

CTG  58.4  302342  summarizes  operations  for  30  June  (K). 

C6m5thFleet  directs  CTG  58.2  to  mine  CHICHI  J IMA  at  discretion;  group  is 
ordered  to  remain  long  enough  to  give  IW0  JBIA  a  good  "going  over".    Photos  just 
received  show  small  craft  used  for  unloading  at  IWO  JBIA  as  valuable  target. 

PLAICE  (SS  390)  reports  firing  4  torpedoes  at  convoy  of  2  AK's  escorted  by 
1  trawler  position  28-22  N,  141-17  E  (90  miles  NW  of  CHICHI  JBIA),  oourse  220, 
speed  10  at  300730  GCTj  2  hits  in  1  AK  and  1  hit  in  the  other  are  believed  to  have 
sunk  both  AK's. 
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ALB AC ORE  (SS  218)  reports  shelling  phosphate  works  on  FAIS  ISLAND  on  30 
June;  57  rounds  4-inch  fired  at  dawn  and  24  at  sunset  at  average  range  of  1500 
yards;  several  buildings  were  deroofed  and  fires  wero  started;  there  was  no 
opposition* 

FLOUNDER  (SS  251)  (STOP  Area)  reports  4  hits  in  a  large  AP  on  17  June. 

CERO  (SS  225) (SWP  Area)  reports  sighting  at  010430  GOT  July  1  B8  with 
several  unidentified  ships  position  5-00  N,  125-20  E  (S.  of  MINDANAO),  course 
270.  speed  20* 

On  29  June  unfavorable  weather  greatly  restricted  scheduled  air  strikes 
against  the  RABAUL  Area;  only  36  sorties  were  flown  and  results  were  generally 
ineffective.  10  P-39's  operated  over  KAVIENG,  and  24  SBD's  and  13  P-39's  bombed 
LAKURAFANGE  (NEW  IRELAND).  9  B-25'b  and  14  P-38 • s  again  bombed  ERVENTA  ISLAND 
(off  S.  coast  of  BOUGAINVILLE).  27  SBD's,  17  PV's,  and  20  fighter  bombers  hit 
enemy  targets  on  BOUGAINVILLE. 

On  29  June  1  group  of  B-24's  from  5th  AF  and  an  unspecified  number  of  B-24's 
from  13th  AF  bombed  the  airfields  on  N0EMF00R  ISLAND.    Fighter  bombers  conducted 
fighter  sweeps  along  the  north  coast  of  HEW  GUINEA  and  hit  several  small  islands 
including  BIAK  and  MAPIA.    Other  attacks  made  against  targets  in  the  WEKAK  and 
SARMI  Areas.    C-47's  flew  a  total  of  33  supply  missions  to  forward  bases.  On 
28  June  40  B-24's  hit  YAP;  of  20  intercepting  fighters  8  were  shot  down, with  1 
probable. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  29  June  3  PV's  from  Fleet  Air  Wing  FOUR  bombed 
KASHIWABARA-KATAOKA  with  unobserved  results;  all  planes  returned  safely. 


1  July  (Oahu  date) 


Our  ground  forces  on  SAIPAN  resumed  the  attack  at  0730  (K)  1  July,  employing 
2nd  MarDiv  and  27th  InfDiv,  while  4th  MarDiv  consolidated  lines  and  patrol ed  to  the 
northward*    Opposition  continued  strong,  the  only  advance  recorded  being  a  500  yd 
extension  forward  of  the  center  of  our  line.    Patrols  of  the  4th  MarDiv  advanced 
1800  yds  to  the  north  without  making  enemy  contact*    6015  enemy  dead  have/buried, 
and  227  prisoners  have  been  taken.    80  enemy  tanks  have  been  captured  or  destroyed.  I 
During  the  last  2  days  naval  gunfire  and  aircraft  have  strongly  supported  our  troops 
by  bombarding  troop  concentrations  and  defenses,  particularly  in  GARAPAN  and 
TANAPAG  where  buildings  and  installations  are  now  nearly  all  destroyed  and  heavy 
oil  fires  are  continuous.    The  usual  early  and  late  sweeps  of  ROTA  were  made. 
Gunfire  and  bombs  against  TIN I AN  appear  to  have  destroyed  several  guns. 

Aviation  engineers  have  begun  work  on  KAGMAN  POINT  fighter  strip;  prelimin- 
ary report  indicates  site  favorable  for  bomber  field.    All  roads  are  very  heavy 
with  fine  dust  and  have  poor  foundation;  road  reconstruction  is  being  undertaken 
but  will  require  a  very  large  amount  of  work.    Garrison  forces  have  taken  over 
shore  party  and  port  functions. 

TG  58.4  hit  ROTA  on  1  and  2  July  (K);  on  the  3rd  it  departs  for  ENIWETOK. 
A  preliminary  report  of  ROTA  strike  states  that  eastern  end  of  runway  has  been 
repaired.    A  narrow  gauge  railway  appears  to  run  north  from  the  field. 
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SWORDFISH  (SS  193)  reportB  destroying  by  gunfire  on  night  of  30  June  1  out 
of  3  100-ton  trawlers  at  28-02  N,  153-24  E  (northeast  of  B0NINS)j  other  trawlers 
escaped. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  continued  neutralization  of  enemy  occupied 
atolls  in  the  Central  Pacific  area  on  29  and  30  June.    On  the  29th  strikes  were 
made  against  NAURU,  PONAPE,  WOTJE,  TAR OA,  MILLE  and  TRUK;  JALUIT,  TAROA  and  WOTJE 
were  harassed  during  the  night.    On  the  30th  strikes  were  made  against  TAROA,  MILLE 
JALUIT,  WOTJE  and  TRUK. 

On  30  June  a  total  of  121  sorties  was  flown  against  supply  areas  and  AA 
positions  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of  RABAUL;  B-25s,  SBDs,  TBFs,  and  fighter-bombers 
participated.    Heckling  of  RABAUL  during  the  night  was  continued  by  7  Marine 
Mitchells.    EMIRAU  Corsairs  continued  fighter  patrols  over  KAVIENG.    18  fighter- 
bombers  hit  enemy  targets  in  the  BOUGAINVILLE  area. 

PIPEFISH  (SS  388)  stationed  SURIGAO  STRAIT  reports  that  to  date  the  only 
traffic  observed  using  the  STRAIT  was  a  convoy  that  arrived  at  010300  GCTj  sub- 
marine was  unable  to  close  the  convoy.    At  020000  ROBALO  (SS  273)  reports  sighting 
a  PUSO  class  BB  with  2  escorts  and  air  cover,  position  03-29  K,  119-26  E  (CELEBES 
SEA,  east  of  BORNEO)  course  250,  speed  18.    At  302230  GOT  June,  1  large  AO  (heavily 
loaded)  and  1  CA  were  reported  eastbound  off  north  end  DENAGAT  ISLAND  SURIGAO 
STRAIT. 

Cont7thFleet  reports  assault  forces  from  SWP  area  landed  on  NOEMFOOR  ISLAND 
on  2  July  (K)  without  opposition*    Heavy  bomber  strikes  against  NOEMFOOR  had  been 
made  on  30  June  and  1  July.    On  30  June  130  tons  of  bombs  were  dropped.    On  1  July 
an  extremely  heavy  bombing  was  delivered  by  47  B-24s,  47  A-20s,  12  B-25s,  14  F-3Ss 
and  an  unspecified  number  of  B-24s  from  13th  AF. 

B-24s  bombed  FELELIU  airdrome  on  the  night  of  30  June— 1  July  (K).    35  A-20s 
supported  our  ground  forces  at  AITAPE  by  bombing  enemy  concentrations  at  CHAROV 
Village ;  35  other  A-20s  hit  YAKAMUL  area  with  30  tons.    Fighter-bombers  attacked 
storage  areas  and  gun  positions  in  the  WEWAK  and  CAPE  MOEM  areas.    The  usual 
fighter  sweeps  were  made  along  the  north  coast  of  NEW  GUINEA*    C-47s  flew  a  total 
of  83  supply  missions  to  forward  bases*  ,  f) 


All  3  divisions  on  SAIPAN  resumed  the  attack  at  0830  (K)  2  July  and  pushed 
forward  under  cover  of  air,  ship*  and  shore  artillery  bombardment;  the  objective 
is  the  seizure  of  the  enemy  line  through  MUTCHO  POINT-GARAPAN-TANAPAG  within  the 
next  two  days.    Offensive  was  pressed  hard  and  satisfactory  advances  were  made 
along  the  entire  front,  all  elements  advancing  in  accordance  with  the  pre-arranged 
plan.    By  nightfall  the  front  of  the  4th  MarDiv  had  been  advanced  1,500  yards; 
that  of  the  2nd  MarDiv  and  27th  Inf .Div.  had  been  advanced  from  2  to  500  yards. 
Much  enemy  material  and  supplies  have  been  captured    in  enemy  evacuated  caves  in 
the  rear  areas.    A  few  low  flying  enemy  planes  molested  our  forces,  but  caused  no 
material  damage.    Considerable  annoyance  and  interference  has  been  caused  by  radio 
jamming  by  the  enemy. 


2  July  (Oahu  date) 


-  Continued  -  DECLASSIFIED 


Authority:  EO  12958,  as  amended 
HQ  USEUCOM 


198r 


2  July  (Oahu  date  -  Cont'd) 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  E0 12958,  as  amended 
HQ  USEUCOM 


While  details  are  lacking,  CTF  51  reports  that  on  3  July  (k)  all  divisions 
made  good  advances.    Morale  is  high  arid  our  troops  expect  to  complete  occupation 
of  SAIPAN  in  the  near  future.    The  enemy  appears  disorganized. 

ARCHERPISH  (SS  311),  operating  in  BOHINS  Area,  reports  attacking  5-ship, 
5-escort  southbound  convoy  at  020200  GCT  position  27-10  N,  142-05  E,  speed  8. 
4  timed  hits  were  made  in  a  large  AP  and  1  hit  in  a  small  AX.    The  convoy  contin- 
ued south  inside  the  100  fathom  curve  of  BONINS. 

BATFISH  (SS  310),  operating  Empire  waters,  reports  at  021200  GOT  additional 
sinkings  by  gunfire  of  1  trawler  and  1  patrol  boat. 

GUAVTNA  (SS  362)  reports  1  AK,  4  DD'b  position  07-50  N,  131-53  E,  (W  of 
PAIAU),  at  030700  GOT,  course  100,  speed  9;  submarine  maneuvers  to  attack. 

Heckling  of  RABAUL  continued  by  Marine  Mitchells  on  night  of  30  June  - 
1  July.    On  1  July  116  sorties  were  directed  against  AA  positions  and  supply  areas 
northeast  of  TOBERA  and  at  RALUM;  B-25's,  SBD's,  TBF's,  P-38*s,  and  F-39'a  partici- 
pated.   ERVENTA  ISLAND  was  again  hit  by  14  P-SS's,    23  fighter  bombers  operated 
over  BOUGAINVILLE  and  over  KAVIENG.    KAVIENG  was  also  heckled  by  Marine  Mitchells 
during  the  night. 

Amplifying  report  on  the  operation  against  N0EMF00R  states  that  the  landing 
of  the  158th  Infantry  Regiment  was  successfully  effected  at  0800  (K)  2  July; 
landing  was  covered  by  1  OA,  2  CL's,  and  10  DD'b;  extremely  heavy  air  support  was 
provided  before,  during,  and  after  the  landing  by  numerous  heavy  medium  and  attack 
bombers  and  fighters .    The  first  troops  landed  without  opposition  other  than  enemy 
mortar  fire  from  the  interior.    The  landing  force  commander  assumed  control  at  1025. 
OA's  are  now  retiring  to  HOLLAND IA  to  replenish;  5  DD's  stand  by  for  close  fire 
support.    KAMIRI  Airdrome  has  been  occupied  south  to  the  river.    Our  casualties 
have  been  very  light,  reported  as  2  killed,  22  wounded,    Thus  far  there  has  been 
no  enemy  air  reaction  to  the  operation. 

Com7thFleet  reports  continued  indications  of  enemy  intention  to  launch 
offensive  operations  in  the  A IT APE  Area. 

In  addition  to  the  heavy  strikes  in  support  of  the  N0EMF0OR  Operation, 
SWP  air  forces  attacked  VOGELKOP  supply  lines  with  11  B-25's,  and  sent  61  A-20*s 
against  enemy  installations  in  the  areas  between  WEYIA.K  and  AIT  APE.    Fighter  sweeps 
were  also  made  along  the  north  coast  of  NEW  GUINEA.    C-47's  flew  83  supply  missions 
to  forward  bases  including  BIAK  and  OWI  ISLANDS, 


On  4  July  (K)  our  ground  forces  captured  GARAPAN  and  TANAPAG,  and  advanced 
to  a  new  line  north  of  TANAPAG  and  about  4  miles  from  the  northern  edge  of  the 
island*    During  the  night  100  Japs  in  the  rear  area  attacked  the  165th  Infantry 
but  inflicted  no  casualties;  25  Japs  were  killed,  including  commander  of  135th  Jap 
Infantry  Regiment,    23rd  Marine  Regiment  (4th  MarDiv)  reported  counting  1,000 
enemy  dead  in  a  ravine  to  the  north  which  had  been  heavily  strafed  by  our  P-47's, 
On  the  high  lands  just  captured,  have  been  discovered  several  oaves  which  contained 
huge  quantities  of  ammunition  and  supplies;  1  cave  contained  an  estimated  1,000 
tonB  of  food. 


5  July  (Oahu  date) 
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Total  enemy  troops  buried  to  date  stands  at  7312.    Our  revised  casualties 
to  datet 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

2nd  MarDiv 

836 

3794 

315 

4945 

4th  MarDiv 

396 

3666 

341 

4602 

27  Inf.Div. 

322 

1682 

47 

2051 

Corps  Troops 

16 

52 

 3 

71 

Totals 

1870 

909 3 

706 

11669 

Large  numbers  of  enemy  troops  and  civilians  are  reported  to  be  gathering  in  an 
area  1500  yards  SE  of  HARP I  POINT. 

Sweeping  operations  of  TANAFAG  HARBOR  will  begin  5  July  (K). 

1  LVT  moving  near  the  dock  at  GARAPAN  HARBOR  was  blown  up  by  a  shallow 
water  mine;  apparently  there  are  many  others  in  the  vicinity.    During  the  night 
3-4  July  (K)  there  were  no  air  alerts.    The  usual  attacks  against  ROTA  and  TIN IAN 
were  made.    Our  troops  were  effectively  supported  by  air  and  ship  bombardment. 

TG  58.4  is  now  enroute  ENIWET0K  after  striking  ROTA.    TG  58.3  takes  over 
strike  missions  and  will  hit  daily  ROTA  and  GUAM.    TG  58.1  sighted  at  040745 
(K)  12  AX' a  position  260  miles  N.  of  CHICHI  J IMA,  course  north* 

TG  58.1  made  a  suooessful  strike  against  IW0  J IMA  on  3  July  (K).  A  total 
of  63  sorties  was  flown  over  the  target,  the  attack  came  as  a  complete  surprise 
to  the  enemy.  Their  losses  were  assessed  as  39  planes  destroyed  in  the  air  and 
16  others  probably  destroyed;  24  planes  destroyed  on  the  ground;  1  small  vessel 
and  1  barge  were  strafed.  The  enemy  made  no  effort  to  attack  our  force.  An  esti- 
mated 40  serviceable  enemy  planes  remained  on  the  ground. 

In  the  strikes  against  ROTA  by  TG  58,4  on  1,  2f  and  3  July,  no  AA  or  inter- 
ception was  encountered.    These  strikes  were  supplemented  by  others  made  by  our 
land  based  P-47's.    ROTA  was  also  hit  by  TG  58.3  on  2  July,  and  the  same  group 
hit  ROTA  and  GUAM  on  3  July. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  1  July  bombed  MILLE,  TARDA,  tfOTJE,  and  TRUK. 
On  2  July  W0TJE,  TARDA,  JALUIT,  and  TRUK  were  bombed. 

GAR  (SS  206),  operating  B0NINS  Area,  reports  destroying  a  1,000-ton  vessel 
and  damaging  a  500-ton  vessel  by  gunfire. 

PARCHE  (SS  384)  reports  a  300 -ton  patrol  vessel  sunk  by  gunfire  E.  of  BON  INS. 

AL BAG ORE  (SS  218)  reports  at  030130  GCT,  position  08-21  N,  136-15  E  (100  mi, 
NE  of  BABELTHUAP),  destroyed  with  gunfire  an  inter  island  diesel  powered  steamer 
and  took  5  prisoners  aboard,  1  badly  wounded, 

JACK  (SS  259)  reports  6  hits  sank  1  AO  and  1  AK  at  241900  GCT  June,  position 
16-07  N,  119-44  E  (just  W.  of  LUZON);  with  18  torpedoes  sank  3  AK's  and  damaged  2 
AK's  from  convoy  at  291900  GCT  June  position  14-25  11,  119-47  E  (just  W.  MANILA  BAY), 
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At  031600  6CT  FARCHE  reported  3  unidentified  ships,  probably  2  OA's  with 
1  DD,  at  19-50  N,  120-36  E  (N.  of  LUZON),  course  215,  speed  24, 

On  2  July  120  B-25'e,  SBD's,  P-38's,  and  P-39's  bombed  AA  positions  SW  of 
T OB ERA.    28  other  sorties  hit  targets  in  the  RABAUL  Area,  and  the  usual  heckling 
of  RABAOL  during  the  night  by  Marine  Mitchells  was  continued.    37  TBF's  and  fights 
bombers  attacked  BOUGAINVILLE  targets.    EMIRAU  Corsairs  continued  to  patrol  over 
the  KAVIENG  Area. 

On  2  July  C-47's  dropped  paratroopers  near  KAMIRI  Airdrome  on  N0EMF00R  IS. ; 
landing  was  made  behind  smoke  screen  laid  by  A-20*a;  during  the  operation  12  B-25' 
bombed  KORNASOREN,  covering  the  area  by  bombing  and  strafing.    1  group  of  B-24's 
bombed  SAMATE  Airdrome  (western  end  of  NEW  GUINEA);  many  fires  were  started  and 
numerous  explosions  resulted  in  dispersal  areas.    Fighter  bombers  concentrated 
against  storage  areas  and  enemy  concentrations  at  WEWAK  and  DAGUA;  other  targets 
were  hit  along  the  north  coast  of  NEW  GUINEA  between  AIT APE  and  WEWAK.  C-47's 
flew  a  total  of  83  supply  missions  to  BIAK  and  HOLLAND IA  bases. 


4th  MarDiv  and  27th  Inf.  Div.  on  5  July  (K)  launched  a  coordinated  attack 
at  1300;  2nd  MarDiv  was  placed  in  reserve  with  mission  of  mopping  up  enemy  forces 
in  the  area  reported  as  occupied  by  our  forces  on  4  July.    The  attack  advanced 
about  500  yards.    4th  MarDiv  encountered  only  medioore  resiBtanoe;  27th  Inf .Div. 
met  strong  resistance  from  pillboxes  along  the  beach.    Night  of  4-5  July  (K)  was 
quiet  except  for  continuous  fighting  in  1  pocket  of  resistance  in  4th  MarDiv  area; 
pocket  reduced  after  50  Japs  had  been  killed.    Mine sweeping  and  hydro graphic 
units  are  engaged  in  operations  in  the  GARAPAN  and  TANAPAG  HARBORS  and  approaches 
thereto.    The  usual  air  and  ship  bombardment  continued  against  SAIPAN  and  TIM IAN. 

Strike  by  TG  58.2  against  IWO  J IMA  on     July  (K)  reported  as  highly  effect- 
ive.   Island  reported  as  wrecked  by  machine  guns,  rockets,  bombs,  and  cruiser  and 
destroyer  bombardment;  warehouse  and  harbor  installation  areas  were  heavily  hit 
and  set  afire.    Damage  to  enemy  was  assessed  as  3  DD's  sunk  or  beached,  and 
another  stopped  and  burning;  a  large  AK  and  a  medium  AO  sunk;  several  small  AK'a 
were  sunk  or  damaged;  25  enemy  planes  were  shot  down  and  many  on  the  ground  were 
damaged.    Our  ships  suffered  no  damage;  we  lost  6  planes  In  combat  and  1  operation 


TG  58.3  on  4  July  (K)  supported  photo  Liberators,  hit  GUAM  AA  positions,  and 
the  ROTA,  AGANA,  and  OROTE  Airstrips;  AA  fire  at  GUAM  shot  down  2  SBD's j  4  crew- 
m sabers  were  rescued,  2  of  them  amidst  heavy  gunfire  by  daring  rescue  plane.  On 
5  July  (K )  TG  58.3  will  strike  GUAM  and  ROTA  and  retire  to  NW  of  ROTA  to  rendez- 
vous on  morning  of  6  July  (K)  with  TG's  58.1  and  58.2. 

ComSthFleet  directs  CTF  58  to  refrain  from  bombarding  GUAM  objectives  by 
CA's  and  DD's  except  for  such  night  harassment  of  airfields  as  may  be  required 
to  keep  them  inoperative;  prevention  of  reinforcements  from  CAROLINES  to  GUAM  is 
desired* . 

GUAVXNA  (SS  362),  operating  W.  of  PALAU,  reports  3  hits  sank  medium  AK  on 
4  July. 


4  July  (Oahu  date) 


ally. 
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SUNFISH  (SS  281)  reports  on  5  July  GOT  sank  small  anchored  AP  loading  from 
sampans  position  51-34  N,  156-24  E  (SW  of  KAMCHATKA).    Also  sank  unidentified 
AK  in  fog  position  52-12  N,  154-30  B  (W.  of  KAMCHATKA) • 

SEAHORSE  (SS  304)  reports  1  large  AK  and  1  medium  AK  sunk  at  031600  GCT 
position  13-27  N,  115-41  E  (190  miles  S,  of  HONGKONG).    Also  sank  1  large  AP 
and  1  medium  AP,  both  loaded  with  troops  at  040400  GCT  position  20-19  N,  114-54  E 
(130  miles  S.  of  HONGKONG )♦ 

ALBACORE  (SS  218)  amplifies  report  contained  in  CenPac  summary  3  July; 
states  steamer  destroyed  ms  carrying  80  passengers  from  YAP  to  PALAU, 

RASHER  (SS  269) (SWP  AREA),  operating  SULTJ  SEA  and  CELEBES  SEA,  during  May 
and  June  reports  sinking  1  obsolete  CA  and  4  AK' s  for  a  total  tonnage  of  24,455; 
and  damaging  2  AK's,  1  AP,  and  1  minelayer  for  a  total  tonnage  of  20,931  (in  sum- 
mary 7  June  RASHER  reported  at  080900  GCT  sinking  1  large  AP  with  5  hits). 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  3  July  conducted  strikes  against  TAROA,  WOTJE, 
MILLS,  and  JALUIT. 

Operations  of  our  ground  forces  on  NOEMFOOR  continue  to  progress  satisfact- 
orily; KORNASOREN  Airdrome  was  occupied  at  041300  (K)»  as  was  peninsula  south  KAMIRJ 
RIVER  with  negligible  opposition.    2  DD's  fired  harassing  fire  during  the  night, 
and  after  dawn  3  DD's  fired  300  rounds  each  on  special  targets  preliminary  to  the 
Infantry  attack.    During  night  4-5  July  (K)  3-5  enemy  planes  reoonnoitered  N0EM- 
FOOR,  but  dropped  no  bombs. 

SWP  air  forces  on  3  July  (K)  hit  YAP  with  23  B-24's;  YAP  was  again  hit  on 
4  July  (K)  by  15  B-24's;  on  each  occasion  from  15-20  Jap  planes  intercepted,  On 
4  July  5  B-24's  bombed  WOLEAI  at  1341  (K).    2  B-24's  bombed  SOROL  ISLAND  with  un- 
observed results. 

JCS  131545^Tpink)  considers  the  possibility  of  expediting  the  Pacific  Cam- 
paign by  any  or  all  of  three  courses;  directs  presentation  of  views  and  directs 
submission  of  recommendations* 

CinCSoWesPac  180935A^ink)  contains  MacArthur'e  reply  to  JCS  131545,  which 
refers  to  possibilities  of  expediting  the  Pacific  Campaign. 

Com inCh  &  CHO  232002a (pink)  requests  comment  on  following  proposal  as  a  pos- 
sible means  of  meeting  requirements  CinCSWPao  as  stated  in  his  160218  without  un- 
duly interfering  with  lift  for  STALEMATE. 

CinCPOA  262246 a( pink)  replies  to  foregoing  dispatch. 

CominCh  &  CNO  291746Afplnk)  requests  an  interim  reply  to  JCS  131545. 

CinCPOA  020504  (pink)  relates  to  desirability  of  air  strikes  against  PALAU 
ISLANDS  and  YAP  ISLAND  when  suoh  will  not  interfere  with  more  urgent  requirements. 

Com5thFleet  030601  (pink)  recommends  25  July  as  W-day  for  assault  against 

GUAM. 
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CinCPOA  032X09  (pink)  replies  to  foregoing,  stating  selection  of  25  July 
as  W-day  for  assault  against  GUAM  is  unacceptable  and  directs  re-examination  with 
the  view  to  finding  ways  and  means  of  meeting  earlier  date. 

CinCPOA  040400  (pink)  replies  to  JCS  131545. 

ComSthFleet  051425  (pink)  replies  to  CinCPOA  032109  after  re- examination 
of  the  feasibility  of  speeding  up  date  of  W-day  for  assault  against  GUAM. 


& 


5  July  (Oahu  date) 

No  additional  reports  have  been  received  from  our  ground  forces  on  SAIPAN. 

On  4  July  (X)  TG  53.1  effectively  struck  in  the  BONINS ,  sending  a  total  of 
371  sorties  over  the  target  area  and  dropping  a  total  of  176,  tons  of  bombs.  The 
Group  lost  7  planes  in  combat  and  3  operationally,  and  5  pilots  and  4  crewmen. 
Enemy  damage  was  assessed  as  9  planes  shot  down  in  the  air,  1  destroyed  on  the 
ground,  and  2  damaged  on  the  ground;  damage  assessment  to  shipping: 

(1)  At  CHICHI  JIMAi 

Sunk  Probably  Sunk  Damaged 

1  small  AO  1  DM  1  large  AX  beached 

1  mod  AX  1  Trawler  2  small  AX's  beached 

1  med  AE  4  Luggers  3  rued  AX's  beached 

2  DE's  1  DM 

1  DD 

2  Small  AO's 

(2)  At  HAHA  JIMAt 

3  small  AX's  and  9  Luggers  were  damaged. 

At  CHICHI  JIMA  a  large  seaplane  hangar  was  destroyed  and  buildings  and  a  radio 
station  were  damaged;  at  HAHA  JIMA,  buildings  and  a  fuel  dump  were  damaged. 

On  5  July  (X)  TG  58.1  made  a  minor  strike  against  PAGAN,  dropping  7  tons 
of  bombs  on  runway  and  buildings;  no  ships  were  seen  and  only  1  parked  plane 
was  observed. 


TG  58,3  on  5  July  bombed  supply  and  troop  housing  areas  at  GUAM  with  in- 
cendiaries and  small  bombs.    Some  fires  were  started,  and  1  of  our  fighters  (from 
PRINCETON)  was  shot  down  by  AA  fire;  pilot  was  lost. 

CTG  50.17  reports  enemy  submarine  believed  sunk  at  041800  (K)  position 
15-25  N,  147-40  E  (110  miles  E.  of  SAIPAN);  BIDDLE  (DE  185)  and  D.W.  TAYLOR  (DD- 
551)  made  the  attack. 

TG  58.1  will  strike  assigned  targets  on  GUAM  on  odd  days,  TG  58.2  will  strike 
on  even  days.    ROTA  will  be  neutralized  by  the  group  not  hitting  GUAM. 

PLAICE  (SS  390)  reports  sinking  a  9, 500- ton  AX  at  041700  GOT;  the  ship, 
which  was  in  the  BONINS  Area,  blew  up  as  though  loaded  with  ammunition. 
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S-28  (SS  133),  while  training  near  OAHU,  was  lost  on  4  July  at  1730  (VW)  in 
21-20  N,  158-20  W;  all  hands  are  considered  lost. 

CTG  57  010950  GOT  summarizes  operations  26-30  June. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  4  July  bombed  MILLE,  TAR OA,  WOTJE,  and  TRUK. 

On  3  July  20  fighter  bombers  bombed  KAVTENG;  and  BOUGAINVILLE  targets  re- 
ceived 106  tons  of  bombs  from  planes  which  concentrated  against  ERVENTA  ISLAND 
and  CAPE  FRIENDSHIP  coastal  guns. 

Operations  on  N0EMF00R  continue  to  progress  satisfactorily*    Our  forces 
there  report  307  enemy  dead;  our  forces  lost  1  killed,  6  wounded.    On  5  July  (K), 
following  naval  bombardment,  our  troops  occupied  MANIM  ISLAND;  8  Japs  were  killed 
while  we  lost  1  wounded  (MANIM  ISLAND  is  SW  of  N0EMF00R  ISLAND).    Engineers  esti- 
mate K AMIR I  Airstrip  (N0EMF00R)  will  be  ready  for  transport  planes  on  afternoon 

5  July.  There  were  no  Jap  air  attacks  during  the  5th  (K).  6  DD»s  continued 
close  fire  support  of  our  N0EMF00R  ground  forces;  they  are  also  supported  by 
attack  and  fighter  bombers  from  5th  AF. 

On  5  July  (K)  YAP  was  attacked  by  2  flights  of  8  and  11  B-24's;  409  frag 
clusters  were  dropped  on  runways,  taxi ways,  and  revetments;  results  were  unob- 
served.   Of  25-30  enemy  interceptors,  2  were  shot  down;  1  B-24  was  shot  down  by 
enemy  fighters  about  180  miles  E.  of  MINDANAO;  5  parachutes  were  seen  to  open, 
and  3  rafts  were  seen  in  the  area.    3  B-24*s  bombed  SOROL  ISLAND.    3  other  B-24's 
hit  WOLEAI.    Minor  strikes  were  also  made  against  AMAHAI  Airdrome  (CERAM),  PELELIU 
Airdrome  (PALAU),  and  LIANG  Airdrome  (AMBON).    Fighter  bombers  operated  along  the 
N.  coast  of  NEW  GUINEA  attacking  enemy  installations  in  the  WEWAK,  DAGUA,  and  BUT 
Areas. 

CinCPOA  060236  (pink)  authorizes  delay  of  W-Day  for  assault  on  GUAM  until 
arrival  of  77th  Division  in  the  combat  zone. 

CinCPac  060252  (pink)expresses  intention  of  issuing  on  7  July  Warning  Order 
for  occupation  MARIANAS-PALATT  Line  in  accordance  concept  indicated  in  previous 
despatch  (040400), 

6  July  (Oahu  date) 

Ah  of  1800  (K)  6  July  (D/^21)  our  ground  forces  on  SAIPAN  had  advanced  to 
the  general  line:  Point  1,000  yards  N  of  TANAPAG  VILLAGE,  thence  B  1,000  yarda, 
thence  paralleling  the  N  shore  line  to  a  point  approximately  2  miles  from  end  of 
island,  thence  E  to  shore  line.    This  represents  an  advance  for  4th  MarDiv  during 
the  past  two  days  of  about  2  miles;  for  the  27th  Inf.  Div,  from  100  to  1,000 
yards,    27th  Inf.  Div.  met  stiff  resistance  on  left  flank  from  beach  defenses 
consisting  of  pillboxes,  caves,  and  strong  points  in  difficult  terrain.  Approx- 
imately 200  troops  and  civilians  reported  on  NW  Coast  loading  into  barges;  barge 
groups  were  dispersed  by  artillery  fire.    27th  Div.  now  has  mission  of  clearing 
out  resistance  from  the  enemy  occupied  corridor  along  NW  Coast  to  a  point  2,000 
yards  beyond  present  front  line,    2nd  MarDiv  takeB  position  on  left  of  4th  MarDiv. 
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There  were  several  air  alerts  during  night  5-6  July  by  enemy  planes  raiding 
singly  or  in  pairs.    2  planes  dropped  bombs  on  ISLET  FIELD  without  damage.  Our 
night  fighters  shot  down  2  enemy  planes,  while  an  attack  bomber  accounted  for 
another.    Most  of  TAMP  AG  HARBOR  has  been  swept;  2  mines  were  found.    The  harbor 
is  not  badly  congested  by  hulks  which  are  moBtly  on  reefs.    Survey  inside  reefs 
S  of  GARAPAN  completed;  good  boat  channels  found. 

8914  enemy  troops  buried  to  date  and  409  prisoners  taken;  6901  civilians 
interned.    Our  casualties  as  of  1800  (K)  5  July: 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

2nd  MarDiv 

888 

3950 

301 

5139 

4th  MarDiv 

742 

3950 

343 

5035 

27th  Inf.  Div. 

361 

1771 

45 

2177 

Corps  Troops 

17 

56 

 3 

75 

TOTALS 

2008 

9726 

692 

12426 

CTG  68.2,  amplifying  previous  report  on  results  of  strike  against  IWO  J IMA 
on  4  July  (K)»  states  that  a  total  of  142  enemy  aircraft  were  on  the  ground;  53 
were  twin  engine,  89  single  engine.    Of  this  number  19  twin  engine  and  13  single 
engine  were  definitely  destroyed;  34  twin  engine  and  62  single  engine  were  left 
inoperational;  only  14  serviceable  planes  remained. 

On  6  July  (K)  TO  58.2  attacked  ROTA  and  GUAM.    On  7  July  (K)  the  group  hit 

ROTA. 

Rear  Admiral  Reeves  in  ENTERPRISE  with  LEXINGTON,  PRINCETON,  SAN  JACINTO, 
ALABAMA,  NORTH  CAROLINA,  RENO,  and  DesRon  50  departed  MARIANAS  6  July  (K)  enroute 
ENIWETCK  to  replenish;  ETA  daylight  9  July  (K). 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  5  July  made  strikes  against  WOTJE,  TAROA, 
MILLE,  JALUIT.  and  TRUK. 

SUNFISH  (SS  281)  reports  at  070630  GCT  caught  sampan  convoy  position  47-28  N, 
152-29  E  (KTJRILES);  after  3-hour  gun  fight  sank  12  and  left  2  wrecked. 

SKATE  (SS  305),  operating  KURILES,  reports  at  071226  GCT  1  FUBUKI  DD  sunk 
and  1  AK  probably  damaged.    ReportB  2  FUBDKI  DD' b,  about  4  Maru's  enroute  FARAMU- 
SHIRU. 

WHALE  (SS  239) ,  operating  HE  of  BONINS,  reports  at  061413  GCT  1  AP  and  1  AK 
damaged, 

GUITARRO  (SS  363)(SWP  Area),  operating  E.  of  FORMOSA,  reports  sinking  1 
9,500-ton  AK,  1  10, 500 -ton  AO,  1  MINEKAZE  DD  for  a  total  tonnage  of  21,200. 

BLUEFISH  (SS  222) (SWP  Area),  operating  N  of  MALAY  BARRIER,  reports  sinking 
2  AK'b  for  a  total  tonnage  of  7,000  tons. 

MINGO  (SS  261) (SWF  Area),  operating  W  of  MANILA  BAY,  reports  sinking  with  3 
hits  1  FUBUKI  DD  that  sighted  and  attacked  the  submarine. 
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CcBi7thFl»et  reports  that  by  1330  (K)  6  July  all  3  NOBMFOOR  ISLAND  airdromes 
were  in  our  handB,  and  that  only  mopping  up  operations  remain. 

On  6  July  (K)  16  B-24's,  18  A-20'b,  and  3  A-26's,  escorted  by  P-38»s, 
heavily  bombed  SAGAN  Airfield,  concentrating  against  runways  and  dispersal  areas; 
several  enemy  planes  were  destroyed  on  the  ground;  there  was  no  interception. 
At  the  same  time  A-20's  bombed  OTAWIRI  Airfield  to  the  E  of  SAGAN,  Several 
strikes  in  support  of  our  ground  troops  were  carried  out  against  MAFPIN  BAY  and 
WETOJE  Areas  and  against  NQEMFOOR,    At  mid-day  6  July  (k)  24  B-24's  bombed  YAP; 
fires  were  started  and  the  radio  station  was  damaged;  10  interceptors  failed  to 
press  the  attack;  8  enemy  planes  were  observed  on  the  ground.    On  6  and  6  July  (K) 
3  B-24'6  bombed  the  airstrip  on  WOLEAI. 


7  July  (Oahu  date) 

At  0510  (K)  7  July  (d/22)  3000  of  the  enemy  on  SAIPAN  made  a  heavy  counter- 
attack against  the  front  of  27th  InfDiv.    The  attack  overran  lat  and  2nd  Battal- 
ions, 105th  Inf  to  a  depth  of  about  2000  yards;  elements  overrun  included  "H"  and 
"Service"  Companies,  "H"  Battery  and  10th  Marine  Artillery.    By  1100,  105th  Inf 
had  retired  to  vicinity  TANAPAG  POINT  where  some  troops  were  forced  to  seek  re- 
fuge on  the  reef  after  all  ammunition  had  been  expended;  destroyers  and  boats 
rescued  a  considerable  number.    The  attack  was  halted  at  1130  by  3rd  Battalion, 
105th  Inf,  and  elements  of  106th  Inf.    By  1300  our  troops  were  reorganised,  and 
slight  advances  were  made  during  the  afternoon;  by  nightfall,  while  the  situation 
was  not  good,  the  enemy  offensive  effort  appeared  broken.    Our  casualties,  though 
unreported,  are  estimated  as  heavy;  incomplete  reports  indicate  1500  enemy  killed 
by  105th  Inf.    4th  MarDiv  continued  the  advance  to  the  N  against  light  resistance. 
As  of  1800  (K)  our  front  line  was  generally  as  follows  j    On  front  4th  MarDiv  about 
1500  yards  N  of  6  July  line;  on  front  2nd  MarDiv  a  little  S  of  6  July  line;  on 
front  27th  InfDiv  left  half  generally  along  4  July  line,  and  right  half  generally 
along  6  July  line. 

IS LEY  FIELD  received  about  15  shells  from  TIN IAN  batteries  at  0046  (K)  7 
July,  damaging  2  planes  and  injuring  1  man;  enemy  guns  were  silenced  by  DD  and 
artillery  fire.    During  night  7-8  July  (K)  the  enemy  made  4  air  raids  by  9  groups 
2  to  3  planes  each;  bombs  were  dropped  on  SAIPAN,  and  near  our  screen;  no  damage 
was  reported.    The  raids  lasted  from  1945  to  0012;  one  raiding  plane  was  shot  down. 
CTF  51  attributes  lack  of  damage  to  our  ships  to  effectiveness  of  smoke  screen. 

On  7  July  (K)  TG  50.1  hit  GUAM  where  the  Governor's  Palace  (reportedly  a 
Jap  headquarters)  was  destroyed;  AA  positions,  buildings,  and  other  installations 
were  bombed.    Photos  show  extensive  underwater  barriers  at  AGAT  BEACH  and  a 
noticeable  increase  in  beach  f orti fioations. 

On  8  July  (K)  TG  58.1  hit  GUAM  and  ROTA.    A  grass  sodded  runway  not 
previously  reported  was  observed  on  ROTA. 

0B3s  will  bombard  GUAM  from  12  to  16  July  (K). 

CenPao  shore  based  aircraft  on  6  July  conducted  strikes  against  7/OTJE, 
TARDA,  NAURU  and  TRUK.    16  B-24s  made  the  TRUK  strike;  11-15  enemy  fighters  inter- 
cepted and  5  were  shot  down;  1  B-24  was  lost  on  the  return  flight,    The  strike 
against  NAURU  was  a  heavy  one  made  by  47  B-25s ;  4  B-24s  followed  the  strike  on  a 
photographic  mission  over  the  island. 
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7  July  (Oahu  date) (continued)  nuu&tuujM 

At  noon  7  July  (K)  18  B-24s  effectively  bombed  YAP  Town  and  barrack  areas. 
3  B-24s  hit  SOROL  ISLAND  and  3  hit  WOLEAI.    Photos  of  both  YAP  and  SOROL  were 
taken.    Airdromes  of  MOEMI,  RANSIKI,  and  WAREN  (VOGBLKOP)  were  heavily  hit  by  one 
group  of  B-24s»    NABIRI  airdrome  in  western  NEW  GUINEA  was  bombed  and  strafed  by 
24  A-20s.    P-47s  bombed  and  strafed  enemy  positions  in  the  SARMI  and  SAWAR  areas. 
At  midday  7  July  (K)  6  B-24s  bombed  MAOEMERE  airdrome  on  FLORES  ISLAND.  Weather 
cancelled  strikes  against  enemy  concentrations  in  the  WEWAK  area,  but  fighter 
bombers  hit  barge  traffic  off  shore  from  WEWAK.    C-47s  flew  a  total  of  49  supply 
missions  to  BIAK  and  other  forward  bases.    On  night  6-7  July  (K)  B-25s  heckled 
RABAUL.    On  the  7th  strikes  against  RABATJL  were  weathered  out,  but  16  P-39s 
operated  over  KATIENG. 

Com7thFleet  reports  no  further  effective  enemy  resistance  on  NOEMFOOR.  As 
of  7  July  (K)  our  casualties  were  6  killed,  46  wounded  and  3  missing;  the  enemy 
had  lost  363  killed  and  6  captured. 

CominCh  &  CNO  061840  (pink)  approves  issuance  on  7  July  of  Warning  Order 
for  occupation  MAR I ANAS-PALAU  Line. 


All  organised  enemy  resistance  on  SAIPAN  ceased  on  afternoon  9  July  (K). 
On  night  7-8  July  (K),  following  the  Jap  suicidal  charge,  our  patrols  moved  for- 
ward all  along  the  line  to  maintain  enemy  contact.    On  the  7th  the  2nd  MarDiv 
took  over  responsibility  for  the  left  of  the  line;  27th  IhfDiv  (less  165th  Inf) 
reverted  to  landing  force  reserve;  165th  Inf  was  attached  to  2nd  MarDiv.  Our 
attack  on  the  7th,  initiated  at  0630  (K),  was  a  wheeling  movement,  with  4th  MarDiv 
attacking  to  the  W;  opposition  was  cleared  to  the  shore  line*    Hq.  Co,  105th  Inf, 
and  some  anti-tank  units,  though  surrounded  by  the  enemy  on  the  7th,  were  found 
to  have  maintained  a  pocket  of  resistance;  our  attack  on  the  8th  reached  their 
position.    Supported  by  naval  and  artillery  bombardment,  our  forces  were  enabled 
to  advance  rapidly  and  mop  up  isolated  strong  points  and  clear  troop  concentra- 
tions from  caves  and  cliffs.    No  information  yet  available  on  our  or  enemy's 
casualties  during  past  48  hours.    CTF  51  at  2244  (K)  9  Julyt    "To  our  brave 
troops  who  have  captured  SAIPAN,  the  naval  forces  who  have  strived  to  assist  them 
make  a  bow  of  respect". 

On  night  7-8  July  (K)  enemy  planes  dropped  about  25  bombs  on  SAIPAN  apparent- 
ly with  little  damage. 

TG  58,2  hit  GUAM  on  8  July  (K)  dropping  a  total  of  35  tons  of  bombs;  build- 
ings, gun  emplacements  and  AA  installations  were  attacked.    9  Zekes  were  downed  by 
CAP  at  0710  about  40  miles  from  ships  on  course  from  GUAM  to  YAP.    Six  enemy 
planes  were  destroyed  on  the  ground,  and  2  others  probably  destroyed  on  the  ground/ 
4  others  were  damaged  on  the  ground.    We  lost  1  F6F  with  pilot  in  combat;  1  SB2C 
was  lost  operationally  but  pilot  and  crewman  were  rescued. 

TG  58,2  hit  ROTA  on  9  July  (K)  with  8  tons  of  bombs;  several  buildings  were 
reported  destroyed. 

TG  58.1  hit  GUAM  on  9  July  with  a  total  of  21  tons  of  bombs  and  76  rockets. 
Buildings,  gun  installations  and  AA  positions  were  attacked.    We  lost  in  combat 
1  TBF  with  pilot  and  2  crewmen;  1  SB2C  was  lost  operationally. 


8  July  (Oahu  date) 
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TP  53  departs  ENTWETOK  11  July.  nuuoeuiAJM 
CTF  57  060450  summarizes  operations  1-5  July. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  7  July  conducted  strikes  against  TAR OA, 
JALUIT,  MILLE,  WOTJE  and  TRUK. 

SUNFISH  (SS  281)  reports  1  large  AK  sunk  with  2  hits  and  one  medium  AK 
probably  sunk  with  2  timed  hits  at  090100  GOT,  position  20  miles  north  of  ARAIDO 
TO. 

TANG  (SS  306)  operating  EAST  CHINA  SEA  reports  sinking  8  ships  for  a  total 
tonnage  of  50 , 000;  took  one  prisoner. 

PARGO  (SS  264)(SWPA)  operating  BASILAN  STRAIT  reports  damaging  one  AK  at 
271400  (H)  June;  believes  1  AK  sunk  and  1  damaged  at  dawn  28  June. 

FLIER  (SS  250)  operating  west  of  the  BONINS  and  later  in  the  CHINA  SEA 
reports  sinking  one  large  AK  and  3  medium  AKs  for  a  total  tonnage  of  19,500; 
damaging  1  4000-ton  AK  and  1  9500-ton  AO  for  a  total  tonnage  of  13,600. 

SWF  air  forces  on  8  July  (K)  attacked  MOEMI  airdrome  prior  to  dawn  with  8 
fighters;  many  enemy  casualties  were  reported;  at  the  same  time  many  fires  were 
started  on  FELELIU  airdrome.    At  noon  on  the  8th  3  B-24s  bombed  WQLEAI  with 
unobserved  results.    WEWAK  stores  and  personnel  areas  were  attacked  by  aircraft, 
type  and  number  unspecified;  one  ammunition  dump  exploded.  J 


9  J"ly_  (Oahu  date) 

No  additional  reports  on  the  situation  at  SAIPAN  have  been  received.  A 
captured  chief  petty  officer  states  that  he  personally  witnessed  suicide  of 
Vice  Admiral  NAGUMO  and  Rear  Admiral  YANO  at  1030  (K)  7  July  at  temporary 
headquarters  inland  from  MATONSA,  SAIPAN;  Admiral  NAGUMO  was  Commander  CenFao 
Area;  Commanded  the  attack  force  which  struck  PEARL  HARBOR  on  7  Dec.  1941, 
and  was  in  command  at  Battle  of  MIDWAY;  prior  to  arrival  SAIPAN  on  8  Mar oh,  he 
commanded  SASEBO  Naval  Base. 

TGs  58.3  and  58.4  depart  ENIWETCK  enroute  MARIANAS  on  15  July;  ETA  19  July. 

TG  53.16  (Tractor  Group)  departs  ENIWETCK  enroute  MARIANAS  on  15  July;  ETA 
21  July. 

At  090630  GOT  16  B-24s  (Under  CTF  59)  hit  TRUK  with  30  tons  of  bombs 
concentrated  against  AA  positions  and  airfield  installations  on  PARAM  ISLAND. 

SWP  Air  Forces  on  9  July  (K)  sent  B-24s  with  fighter  escort  against 
storage  areas  and  shipping  on  S  VOGELKOP.    Night  patrols  operated  in  the  SORONG 
Area  and  over  PALAU.    Fighter  bombers  hit  the  MOBMI  airdrome.    B-25s,  A-20s  and 
fighters  dropped  58  tons  of  bombs  in  the  AITAPE  -  WEWAK  area.    Airdrome  and 
defense  installations  on  WOLEAI  were  bombed* 

In  the  RABAUL  Area  on  the  8th  medium  and  light  bombers  dropped  103  tons  of 
bombs  on  defense  and  Bupply  installations  near  VUNAPOPE,  MATUPI,  and  LIGUAN  BAY. 
Patrols  swept  BOUGAINVILLE  and  BUKA  coast„l  sectors.  EMIRAIJ  CORSAIRS  operated 
over  KAVIENG.  x  A  / 
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On  10  July  (K)  a  formal  flag  raising  ceremony  web  held  at  shore  head- 
quarters of  Lt.  General  H.  M.  Smith.    During  the  previous  night  small  enemy  groups 
made  forays  against  our  troops;  they  were  killed  or  dispersed,    Mopping-up  con- 
tinued during  the  day  with  many  civilians  and  a  number  of  prisoners  being  taken. 
A  considerable  number  of  Japs  took  refuge  on  hulks  in  TANA PAG  HARBOR  and  on  the 
reefs  during  the  night  9-10  July  (K) ;  they  were  hunted  down  during  the  day  of  the 
10th.    Many  swimmers  were  seen  off  MARPI  POINT;  some  were  rescued  by  our  DDs. 

On  the  8th  24  F-47s  which  struck  PAGAN  received  Intense  large  and  small 
calibre  AA  fire;  taxiways  were  of  such  size  and  condition  as  to  permit  fighters  to 
take  off j  the  only  enemy  plane  observed  was  one  damaged  seaplane.    During  the  10th 
our  planes- continued  softening-up  strikes  against  T1NIAN.    During  night  11-12 
July  it  is  planned  to  land  reconnaissance  troops  and  one  underwater  demolition 
team  on  TIN IAN  to  examine  conditions  and  defenses  of  beaches.    CruDiv  6  continued 
bombardment  of  GUAM  which  was  initiated  9  July  (K). 

Our  casualties  reported  as  of  1800  9  July  (K) : 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

2nd  MarDiv 

991 

4126 

186 

5303 

4th  MarDiv 

785 

4280 

318 

5383 

27th  InfDiv 

415 

1957 

46 

2418 

Corps  Troops 

21 

81 

5 

107 

Totals 

2212 

10444 

555 

13211 

Figures  do  not  include  recent  casualties  of  105th  Inf.    Enemy  troops  buried  as  of 
1800  9  July,  10,026;  civilians  interned,  8,430;  prisoners  of  war,  631. 

On  11  July  (K)  mopping-up  continued.    Reconnaissance  of  TIN IAN  beaches 
on  night  10-11  July  was  not  very  successful  and  will  be  repeated  on  night  11-12 
July;  there  were  no  casualties  however.    Bombardment  of  GUAM  continues.  Forward 
movement  from  ENIWETOK  of  forces  assigned  to  the  capture  of  TIN IAN  and  GUAM  got 
underway  on  the  11th.    McCALL  (DD  400)  rescued  from  GUAM  Chief  Radioman  G.  R.  Tweed 
who  had  been  on  the  island  since  1939. 

Our  casualties  as  of  1800  10  July  (K)  (includes  estimates  by  105th  Inf ) t 
KIA:    2359;  WIAs    11,481;  MIA:    1213;  Grand  Total i    15,063.    Total  enemy  buried 
as  of  1800  10  July,  11,948;  civilians  interned,  9006;  prisoners  of  war,  736. 
Considerable  numbers  of  enemy  dead  remain  to  be  buried. 

ROTA  was  hit  by  TG  58.1  on  10  July  (K)  and  by  TG  58.2  on  11  July  (K); 
during  the  2  days  73  sorties  were  flown  over  the  target  area  and  21  tons  of  bombs 
were  dropped.    Defense  installations  were  attacked.    None  of  our  planes  was 
reported  lost. 

GUAM  was  hit  by  TG  58.2  on  10  July  (K)  and  by  TG  58.1  on  11  July  (K). 
A  total  of  175  sorties  were  flown  over  the  target  area!  42  tons  of  bombs  were 
dropped  and  72  rockets  were  fired.    We  lost  2  planes  and  one  pilot  operationally; 
none  lost  in  combat. 

(continued) 
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10  July  (Oahu  date) (continued) 


Delayed  report  from  CTF  59  states  that  on  8  July  our  shore  based  aircraft 
bombed  JALUIT,  TAR  OA,  MILLE,  WDTJE  and  TRUK.  On  9  July  the  same  objectives  were 
again  bombed. 

BREAM  (SS  243)(SWPA)  operating  near  HALMAHERA  reports  damaging  three  4000- 
ton  AKs. 

SWP  air  forces  hit  TAP  on  successive  days  8,  9,  and  10  July  (K)i  a  total 
of  66  B-24s  participated!  enemy  defense  and  supply  installations  were  hitj  as 
were  both  airfields;  a  total  of  18-25  fighters  intercepted;  8  enemy  planes  were 
shot  down;  5  B-24&  were  slightly  damaged.    During  the  same  3  day  period  B-24s 
bombed  W0LEAI  and  PALAU  ( PELELIU  and  NGES IBUS ) .    On  the  9th  and  10th  43  A-20s  and 
3  B-25s  hit  bivouac  and  supply  areas  in  the  WEWAK  area;  on  the  10th  Beauforts  and 
P-39s  strafed  enemy  stores  in  the  same  area.    On  the  9th  16  B-24s  bombed  NAMLEA 
airdrome  ( BOEROE  ISLAND,  west  of  CERAM).    Other  strikes  on  the  9th  inoluded  16 
B-24s  against  JEFMAN  airdrome,  23  A-20s  against  BABO,  and  2  B-25s  against  SAGAN 
and  MOEMI.    On  the  9th  6  enemy  planes  dropped  75  bombs  on  NOEMFOOR  ISLAND;  a 
gasoline  dump  was  hit  but  no  casualties  resulted. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  10  July  5  PVs  from  FAW  4  flew  an  armed  reconnaissan- 
ce over  KURABU  ZAKI  and  SDR1BACHI  in  southern  PARAMUSHIRU;  2  fires  were  observed; 
all  planes  returned  safely. 


On  night  11-12  July  (K)  enemy  activity  on  SAIPAN  was  limited  to  sniper 
activity.    On  the  12th  mopping  up  continued,  with  many  civilians  and  some  prisoners 
being  taken  into  custody;  prisoners  now  total  1010.    WHITE  Beaches  1  and  2  (NW 
TINIAN)  were  successfully  roconnoitered  night  11-12  July.    Decision  has  been  made 
to  effect  main  landing  on  TINIAN  at  WHITE  Beaches  1  and  2;  the  beaches  are  small 
but  can  be  improved  rather  quickly,  and  neither  mines  nor  obstructions  were  found. 

On  10  July  (K)  an  enemy  submarine,  which  was  discovered  beached  in  UMATAK 
BAY  (GUAM),  was  destroyed  by  PALFORD  (DD  480). 

CenPao  shore  based  aircraft  on  10  July  conducted  strikes  against  WOTJE, 
TAROA,  and  TRUK. 

TAUTOG  (SS  199),  operating  EMPIRE  waters,  reports  at  111304  GOT  having  sunk 
1  small  AX,  and  sinking  with  gunfire  1  trawler. 

On  night  10-11  July  (K)  B-25's  bombed  and  strafed  stores  and  barrack  areas 
at  MANOKWARI,  WARSN,  and  MOEMI  airdromes;  during  the  same  period  2  B-24's  bombed 
NGESEBUS  ISLAND  ( PALAU )•    On  the  11th  B-24'b  effectively  dropped  33  tons  on  the 
BABA  Drome,  hitting  revetments  and  gun  positions.    A-20' s  struck  VOGELKOP  tar get b , 
and  fighter  bombers  attacked  barge  traffic  in  GEELVTNK  BAY  Area.    6  B-25's  hit 
HALMAHERA.    2  A-26's  fired  BIAK  VILLAGE  with  16  250-pounders.    Heavy  and  attack 
bombers  hit  stores  and  hostile  troop  concentrations  in  the  SARMI,  SAWAR,  and  WEWAK 
Areas.    Fighter  sweeps  were  made  along  the  N  NEW  GUINEA  Coast.    3  B-24's  attacked 
the  WOLEAI  Airfield,    C-47's  flew  87  supply  missions  to  forward  bases. 


II  July  (Oahu  date) 
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The  situation  on  SAIPAN  has  been  generally  quiet  during  the  past  24  hours. 
On  13  July  (K)  small  enemy  groups  searching  for  food  and  water  and  harraseing  our 
troops  were  being  eliminated.    Elements  of  the  2nd  MarDiv  landed  on  MANIAGASSA  ISLAND 
at  1100  (K)  13  July.    ISSANA  was  secured  at  1145  with  16  enemy  dead  and  5  pris oners j 
1  of  our  men  is  missing.    Naval  gunfire  and  Corps  artillery  continue  bombardment  of 
TIN IAN.     Survey  parties  from  TF  51  have  completed  preliminary  survey  of  TANAPAG  HARBOR; 
entrance  channel  has  been  dragged  to  25  feet;  wrecks  will  not  greatly  hamper  use  of 
the  harbor,  though  several  must  be  removed;  we  have  several  pontoon  causeways  inside 
the  harbor  and  in  a  few  days  our  engineers  hope  to  be  able  to  dock  2  ships  simultan- 
eous ly. 

At  1000  (K)  12  July,  Major  General  Harry  Schmidt,  USMC,  was  assigned  as  CG 
5th  Amphibious  Corps  with  additional  duty  as  CG  Northern  Troops  and  Landing  Force,  re- 
lieving Lt«  Gen.  Holland  Smith,  USMC,  who  retains  command  of  all  expeditionary  troops. 
Major  General  Clifton  B.  Gates,  USMC,  was  assigned  as  CG  4th  MarDiv. 

15,978  enemy  troops  have  been  buried;  many  bodies  still  remain  on  land  and  at 
sea.    10,  415  civilians  have  been  interned,  including:  Japanese,  6,267;  Koreans,  1,123; 
Chamorros,  249;  Carolinians,  776;  Spaniards,  8.    Our  casualties  as  of  1800  (k)  12  July* 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

2nd  MarDiv 

1,076 

4,530 

169 

5,775 

4th  MarDiv 

854 

4,658 

316 

5,828 

27th  Inf.Div, 

574 

2,286 

535 

3,595 

Corps  Troops 

21 

81 

5 

107 

TOTAL 

2,525 

11,556 

1,025 

15,105 

On  10  July  (K),  in  addition  to  the  strike  by  TG  58.2,  4  VF  and  4  VT  from  the 
CORREGIDOR  bombed  and  strafed  AGAT  (GUAM).    On  the  11th  planes  from  CarDiv  24  dropped 
14  tons  on  GUAM,  hitting  the  pier,  buildings,  AA  emplacements,  and  construction  equip- 
ment; 4  parked  planes  at  AGANA  and  an  equipment  dump  were  strafed. 


On  the  12th  GUAM  was  hit  by  TG  58.2  and  on  the  13th  by  TG  58.1;  139  sorties  wer< 
flown  and  57  tons  of  bombs  were  dropped;  we  lost  2  planes;  1  enemy  plane  was  shot  down. 
ROTA  was  hit  by  TG  58.1  on  the  12th,  and  on  the  13th  by  TG  58.2;  a  total  of  65  Borties 
were  flown  and  5  tons  of  bombs  were  dropped;  unfavorable  weather  cancelled  scheduled 
strikes  on  afternoon  of  the  13th • 

On  10  and  11  July  (K)  CruDiv  6  effectively  bombarded  hostile  defense  installa- 
tions on  GUAM. 

On  the  night  of  11-12  July  8  B-24's  (under  CTF  59)  bombed  major  islands  of  TRUK 
ATOLL;  78  500 -lb.  bombs  were  dropped  with  unobserved  results. 

COBIA  (SS  245),  operating  BONINS  Area,  reports  1  medium  AK  sunk  with  2  hits  at 
122230  GOT.    A  400-ton  patrol  vessel  was  sunk  by  gunfire  N,  of  MARCUS  ISLAND. 

APOGON  (SS  308),  operating  N.  of  LUZON,  reports  at  121550  GOT  fired  6  torpedoes 
at  large  convoy  in  night  par is cope  attack;  3  timed  hits  were  obtained  though  results 
are  unknown;  during  this  attack  the  submarine  was  rammed  by  an  AFC  resulting  in  damage 
which  requires  return  of  submarine  to  PEARL. 
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8  B-24»a  from  SWP  air  forces  bombed  LAHA  Drome  on  AMBON  on  night  10-11  July  (K)l 
on  the  12th  16  B-24's  silenced  6  AA  batteries  at  MANOKWARI,  while  7  B-24*b  fired  the 
CERAM  Airdrome.    On  the  12th  AITAPE  was  hit  by  12  B-24's  which  dropped  555  100 -lb. 
bombs;  10  to  15  enemy  fighters  aggressively  intercepted;  3  enemy  planes  were  shot  down 
and  5  others  were  probably  destroyed;  our  pianos  returned  safely.    Enemy  concentrations 
in  the  AITPAE-WEWAK  Areas  were  attacked  on  the  12th  by  22  A-20'e,  2  B-26's  and  an  un- 
specified number  of  fighter  bombers,    Heckling  strikes  continued  against  W0LEAI  and 
PELELIU.    Minor  strikes  were  made  against  NAMLEA  (B0ERE  IS.),  TIMOR,  TANIMBAR,  ASIA 
ISLANDS  (HALMAHERA  Area),  and  KAIRIRU  and  MUSCHU  ISLANDS . 

CinC  SWPA  reports  that  reconnaissance  of  the  AITPAE-WEWAK  Area  indicates 
the  18th  Japanese  Army,  Commanded  by  General  Adachi,  which  is  trapped  on  the  north 
coast  of  NEW  GUINEA  between  WEWAK  and  AITAPE,  is  concentrating  for  battle  in  a  deeper at< 
effort  to  break  our  of  the  net  to  the  west.    The  original  strength  of  this  Army  was 
reported  as  60,000;  attrition  is  believed  to  have  reduced  this  number  to  45,000.  Open- 
ing skirmishes  with  our  outposts  and  reconnaissance  groups  are  now  taking  place.  ^ 

13  July  (Oahu  date) 

There  are  no  additional  reports  from  our  ground  forces  on  SAIPAN.    On  July 

14  (K)  TG  53.1.13  (NEW  MEXICO,  PENNSYLVANIA ,  IDAHO)  bombarded  GUAM.    TG  53.1.14 
(2  DDs,  1  APD,  4  LCIs)  reconnoitered  along  west  shore  of  GUAM.    Night  harassment 
by  DDs  continued.    TG  58.2  has  been  directed  to  deny  ROTA  and  GUAM  to  the  enemy, 
and  to  strike  GUAM  as  requested. 

On  the  14th  TG  58.1  attacked  ROTA;  a  total  of  46  sorties  were  flown  over 
the  target  area  and  14  tons  of  bombs  were  dropped. 

On  11  July  CenPao  shore  based  aircraft  bombed  MILLE,  TAROA,  IfOTJE  and  TRUK. 
On  the  12th  JALUTT,  TAROA  and  TRUK  were  bombed. 


Q> 


NARWHAL  (SS  167 )( SWPA)  operating  north  of  MALAY  BARRIER  reports  damaging 
one  7300-ton  AO  and  one  100- ton  unidentified  vessel;  with  gunfire  damaged  fuel 
storage  center  at  BULA,  CERAM. 

On  13  July  (K)  20  B-24s  effectively  bombed  YAP.    12  B-24s  hit  gun  positions 
and  revetment  areas  at  BABO.    5  A-20s  using  rooket  bombs  for  the  first  time  attacked 
MANOKWARI  gun  positions.    12  B-25s  bombed  and  strafed  KOKAS  VILLAGE  (S.  GEELVINK 
BAY);  storage  areas  and  gun  positions  were  hit.    Enemy  concentrations  from  AITAPE 
to  WEWAK  were  heavily  hit  by  2  squadrons  of  A-20s  and  11  fighter -bombers.    3  B-24s 
heckled  WOLEAI .    C-47s  flew  a  total  of  89  supply  missions  to  forward  bases,  includ- 
ing 67  to  BIAK. 

CinC  SWPA  reports  that  our  outposts  inflicted  heavy  casualties  in  a  prelimin- 
ary engagement  with  an  enemy  force  moving  westward  apparently  to  attack  our  AITAPE 
position.  //tJVvO 
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There  are  no  additional  reports  from  our  ground  forces  on  SAIPAN.  Naval 
bombardment  of  Bhore  installations  on  GUAM  continues.    Clearance  sweep  for 
mines  has  been  completed  in  the  entire  area  surrounding  SAIPAN  which  lies  inside 
200- fathom  curve.    Reconnaissance  by  LCI  was  made  1,000  yards  off  East  and  West 
shores  of  T INI AN.    TG  58,2  hit  GUAM  on  14  July  (K)  with  85  sorties  which  dropped 
26  tons  on  buildings,  gun  positions,  and  ammunition  and  gasoline  storage  areas. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  night  of  13  July  bombed  NAURU,  PGNAPE,  TAR OA, 
W0TJE,  and  TRUK. 

SEALI0N  (SS  315),  operating  YELLOW  SEA,  reports  at  131533  GCT  4  AK's  sunk 
for  total  tonnage  of  20,000. 

POMFRET  (SS  391)  reports  3  timed  hits  in  FUSO  BB  at  131830  GCT  position 
31-52  N,  133-02  E  (S.  of  BUNCO  CHANNEL). 

GUAVINA  (SS  362)  reports  4  downed  airmen  rescued  at  140520  GCT  position 
08-43  II,  138-39  S  (60  miles  SE  YAP). 

HARDER  (SS  257) (SWP  Area),  operating  SULU  and  CELEBES  SEAS,  reports  sinking 
5  fleet  -type  1700-ton  DD*S. 

76  A-20's  bombed  and  strafed  BOELA  (CERAM)  oil  storage  tanks,  installations, 
and  derricks;  large  tanks  were  blown  up  and  entire  target  area  was  left  covered 
with  huge  fires;  burning  oil  flowed  from  hill  storage  area  through  buildings  and 
installations;  1200  100-lb,  bombs  were  dropped;  we  lost  1  plane.    Night  fighters 
on  13  and  14  July  bombed  and  strafed  the  VOGELKOP  Airfields  and  AA  possigions  at 
MANOKWARI,  MOENff,  WAREN,  and  SAGAN .    A-20»s  and  P-39's  bombed  enemy  concentrations 
in  the  AITAPE-WEWAK  Area.    B-24's  hit  YAP  on  the  14th  with  223  500-lb.  bombs; 
of  15  interceptors,  2  were  shot  down,  3  were  probably  destroyed,  and  1  was  damaged. 
C*47*»  flew  a  total  of  95  supply  missions  to  forward  bases  including  57  to  BIAK. 
On  the  12th  over  200  sorties  were  flown  against  targets  in  the  RABAUL  Area, 

Our  ground  patrols  have  overrun  the  SAWAR  Airfield  without  opposition  and 
enemy  resistance  in  this  area  has  practically  collapsed.    Our  seizure  of  NOEMPOOR 
to  the  west,  following  that  of  BIAK,  cut  the  line  of  supply  of  the  enemy's  forces 
in  the  SARMI-MAFFIN  BAY  Area  and  with  our  frontal  pressure  made  hie  position  un- 
tenable.   He  is  apparently  trying  to  withdraw  the  remnants  of  hie  forces  overland 
to  the  west,  a  hazardous  movement  of  doubtful  success  due  to  the  difficulties  of 
jungle  and  swamp.    The  fierce  resistance  of  our  outpost  in  the  AITAPE-WEWAK  Area, 
the  continuous  harassment  of  hie  rear  areas  by  our  naval  and  air  forces  and  the 
natural  obstructions  of  the  terrain  are  making  it  increasingly  difficult  for  the 
enemy  to  dispose  his  forces  to  launch  an  attack  in  force.    The  initial  effort  of 
his  advance  elements  in  the  DRINIUMOR  RIVER  VALLEY,  failing  of  surprise,  has 
dwindled  and  he  is  already  being  forced  to  reorganize  and  readjust  his  dispositions. 
269  of  his  abandoned  dead  have  been  buried  by  our  outpost  troops* 
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On  16  July  (K),  OBB's  effectively  bombarded  the  western  part  of  GUAM  to  the 
north  and  Bouth  of  OROTE  PENINSULA.    Bombardment  will  continue  on  the  17th  of 
western  shore  beaches  with  heavy  concentrations  against  beach  defenses.  Commenc- 
ing night  17-18  July  (K)  and  continuing  until  20  July  underwater  demolition  teams 
will  reconnoiter  landing  beaches  and  destroy  underwater  obstructions* 

On  15  July  (K)  TO  58,1  hit  GUAM  with  74  sorties  over  the  target  area,  ex- 
pending 21  tons  of  bombs  and  80  rockets;  the  group  lost  operationally  2  planes 
and  2  pilots.    ROTA  was  hit  on  the  16th  by  TG  58.2  and  on  the  16th  by  TG  58.1;  59 
sorties  over  the  target  area  dropped  12  tons  of  bombs  and  fired  64  rockets;  we 
lost  in  combat  1  plane,  and  1  pilot  and  2  crewmen;  1  plane,  and  1  pilot  and  1 
crewman  were  lost  operationally. 

On  14  July  (k)  2  search  planes  {PB4Y's  from  PAW  2)  over  IWO  JIMA  at  low 
level  reported  successful  bombing  of  shipping;  explosion  and  fire  on  1  6, 000 -ton 
AK;  fired  by  strafing,  1  3,000-ton  AK;  1  direct  hit  on  DD  with  500 -lb.  bomb; 
strafed  1  DE,  1  coastal  vessel,  and  12  small  craft  starting  5  fires.    30  to  40 
operational  single  and  twin  engine  aircraft  were  observed  on  the  south  f ieldj 
estimate  3  destroyed  and  10  damaged  by  strafing. 

OTP  57  110450  summarizes  operations  6-10  July  inclusive. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  14  July  bombed  TAR OA  and  WOTJE. 

On  15  July  (K)  17  B-24*s  struck  JEFMAN  Airdrome  dropping  28  tons  on  runway 
and  along  sides  of  strip.    12  B-25'b  bombed  enemy  concentrations  at  KARIBO  BAY 
(SW  BIAK) .    A-20'e  attacked  gun  positions  on  MANS MAN  ISLAND  off  MANCKWARI. 
18  A-20's  and  2  B-25's  attacked  enemy  concentrations  in  the  WEWAX  Area.  Fighter 
bombers  operated  along  north  NEW  GUINEA  Coast  between  AITAPE  and  WEWAK  bombing 
personnel  and  storage  areas.    C-47's  flew  a  total  of  86  supply  missions  to  for- 
ward bases  including  62  to  BIAK. 

In  the  AITAPE-WEWAK  Area  the  enemy  has  not  renewed  his  unsuccessful  at- 
tempts to  thruBt  forward  with  his  advance  elements  in  the  DRINIUMOR  RIVER  VALLEY 
and  appears  to  be  regrouping  his  main  forces.    Our  medium  units  and  fighters  hit 
concentrations  and  bivouac  areas  in  close  support  of  our  ground  forces,  while 
attack  planes  and  naval  units  bombarded  ooastal  targets  and  harassed  enemy  barge 
traffic.  „       ,  y  j 


CTF  53  reports  continued  air  strikes  and  ship  bombardment  of  GUAM  has 
produced  exoellent  results;  opposition  from  shore  batteries  is  negligible.  After- 
noon reconnaissance  on  15  July  (K)  of  reef  edge  at  southern  beaches  (GUAM)  pro- 
voked considerable  fire  of  up  to  5  or  6 -inch  caliber;  1  officer  was  killed  and  5 
enlisted  men  were  slightly  wounded;  resulting  disclosure  of  enemy  emplacements 
enabled  BB  gunfire  at  3,000  yards  to  demolish  battery  on  BANGI  POINT,  while  Bhips 
plus  LCI's  with  rockets  and  automatic  weapons  beat  down  fire  from  beaches.  Recon- 
naissance showed  coral  heads  obstructing  approach  to  Yellow  and  White  beaches 
(immediately  south  of  OROTE  PENINSULA),  especially  the  latter;  reef  edge  is  ir- 
regular; coral  headB  can  probably  be  cleared  successfully  to  provide  approach  for 
LCM'8  and  LOT'S. 


]6  July  (Oahu  date) 
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On  16  July  (K)  TG  58.2  flew  74  sorties  over  GUAM  target  arees  dropping 
28  tone  plus  24  rockets  and  20  incendiary  clusters,*  we  lost  1  plane  but  pilot 
and  crew  were  saved. 

ComSthFleet  reports  airstrip  on  KAGMAN  PENINSULA  expected  to  be  available 
for  use  by  20  July. 

W.C.  MILLER  (DE)  reports  enemy  submarine  definitely  destroyed  on  morning 
14  July  (K)  at  15-17  H,  144-20  E  (65  miles  W  of  SAIPAN), 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  15  July  bombed  WOTJE,  MILLE,  and  TRUK. 

MICKEY  FINN  WOLFPACK  (GUARDFISH  (SS  217),  THRESHER  (SS  200),  and  PIRANHA 
(SS  389)),  operating  NW  LUZON,  reports  heavy  damage  to  enemy  on  night  16  July. 
GUARDFISH  sank  4  ships  for  total  tonnage  29,000;  1  probably  sunk  and  1  damaged 
for  7,500  tons j  all  from  a  9 -ship  convoy.    THRESHER  wiped  out  6-ship  convoy  by 
sinking  3  AK's,  1  AO,  and  1  escort;  1  remaining  escort  damaged,    PIRANHA  sank 
1  AO.    Total  scores  Sunk:  7  AK's,  2  AO's,  1  escort*  Probably  sunk*  1  AX,  1  escort; 
Damaged*  1  AK.    All  attacks  in  general  vicinity  18-45  N,  119-45  E  (50  miles  W  of 
NW  tip  of  LUZON). 

SKATE  (SS  305),  operating  in  KURILES,  reports  2  AK's  sunk  15  July, 

PLAICE  (SS  390),  operating  BONINS  Area,  reports  1  of  4  radar-equipped 
escorts  sunk  at  171500  GOT. 

PAMPANITO  (SS  383),  operating  WIRE  waters,  reports  a  5,000- ton  AK 
probably  sunk  with  1  hit  on  6  July. 

TAP  TOWN  was  heavily  bombed  by  B-24's  on  15  and  16  July  (K).    On  the  15th 
an  unspecified  number  of  B-24's  dropped  235  250-lb.  bombs  and  12  600-lb.  bombs, 
6Q?S  being  in  the  target  areaj  large  explosions  and  fires  resulted;  14  to  17  enemy 
planes  intercepted  aggressively;  2  B-24's  collided  and  crashed  8  miles  S  of  YAP? 
1  other,  crippled  by  fighters,  made  a  water  landing  200  miles  off  N  NEW  GUINEA 
Coast;  8  enemy  fighters  were  shot  down.    On  the  16th  20  B-24's  dropped  5Of0  of 
their  bombs  in  the  target  area;  10  enemy  planes  weakly  intercepted,  1  being  shot 
down-  one  of  our  planes  was  damaged,    2  other  B-24's  bombed  the  YAP  runway  with 
20  250-lb,  bombs;  results  unobserved. 

Bombing  of  WOLEAI  was  continued  on  15  July  (K)  by  3  B-24's,  and  on  the  16th 
by  4  B-24's.    Night  heckling  of  PALAU  also  continued  on  the  15th  and  16th.  A 
single  B-24  hit  SOROL  ISLAND  on  the  15th,    MANCKWARI  AA  positions  were  heavily 
hit  on  the  16th  by  18  B-24's  which  dropped  480  100- lb.  bombs;  targets  were  covered 
and  buildings  were  demolished.    Minor  strikes  were  made  along  W  shore  GEELVINK  BAY 
and  against  BABO  shipping,    23  A-20'a  and  13  fighter  bombers  attacked  hostile 
troop  concentrations  in  the  AITAPE-WEWAK  Area,    Usual  fighter  sweeps  were  made 
along  N  NEW  GUINEA  Coast.    C-47's  flew  81  supply  missions  to  forward  bases,  in- 
cluding 56  to  BIAK.    On  the  15th  11  B-24's  and  3  B-25's  bombed  the  LAUTEff  west 
drome  on  TIMOR.    Meager  reports  indicate  that  air  forces  continue  their  active 
role  of  neutralization  of  NEW  BRITAIN,  NEW  IRELAND,  and  BOUGAINVILLE. 

In  the  AITAPE-WEWAK  Area,  our  ground  foroes  report  a  further  344  enemy  dead. 
We  have  moved  supporting  troops  up  and  have  established  line  of  battle  along  the 
DRINIUMOR  RIVER.    This  movement  cut  off  advance  elements  of  the  enemy  which  were 
attempting  to  operate  to  the  west  of  the  river.    Enemy  prisoners  have  been  taken 
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and  2  enemy  divisions,  the  41st  and  20th,  have  been  identified  forward  with  a 
third,  the  Slat,  in  support*    Our  naval  forces  have  gone  into  action  on  our 
coastal  flank  and  are  shelling  enemy  concentrations  and  targets.    Our  air  forces 
are  operating  in  close  support  of  the  ground  troops. 


17  July  (Oahu  date) 

Mopping  up  and  anti  sniper  activity  continued  on  SAIPAN  during  17  July  (K). 
All  Divisions  are  now  in  the  rehabilitation  areas  preparing  for  TIN IAN  assault. 
DD  gunfire  was  conducted  during  the  day  against  selected  TIN IAN  targets;  during 
the  night  harassing  fire  was  delivered  on  SUNHARON  TOWN.    13  battalions  of  artil- 
lery (156  guns)  emplaced  on  southern  SAIPAN  are  concentrating  their  fire  against 
TIN IAN.    Air  strikes  against  TIN IAN  are  being  conducted  by  SAIPAN  based  planes. 
18,011  enemy  troops  have  been  buried  to  date.    13,  822  civilians  have  been  in- 
terned) nationalities  arei  Japanese  9,624,  Koreans  1,159,  Chamorros  2,257, 
Carolinians  782.    1,620  prisoners  have  been  taken;  809  are  Japanese,  811  are 
Korean* 

During  16  and  17  July  (K)  ship  bombardment  of  GUAM  was  effectively  conducted. 
CTF  53  considers  that  damage  to  coast  defense  and  dual  purpose  guns  is  now  suf- 
ficient to  permit  uninterrupted  approach  to  landing  beaches  when  supported  by 
counter  battery  fire.    On  the  17th  bombardment  was  directed  against  defensive  works 
on  and  close  behind  the  beaches;  ooast  defense  and  dual  purpose  guns  were  not  neg- 
lected.   Removal  of  underwater  obstacles  is  underway.    During  the  nights  of  18 
and  19  July  1  CA  and  3  DD's  will  take  station  off  GUAM  landing  beaches  to  inter- 
dict repairs  to  beach  defenses  and  reef  obstructions;  3  DD's  in  each  area  will 
combine  screening  duty  with  support  of  night  demolition  operations  as  required. 

On  17  July  (K)  TG  58,1  hit  GUAM;  71  sorties  were  flown  over  the  target 
area  and  38  tone  of  bombs  plus  37  rockets  were  dropped;  the  group  lost  2  planes 
with  pilots  and  crewmen.    On  the  same  day  ROTA  was  hit  by  TG  58.2 j  46  sorties 
were  flown  over  the  target  area  and  12  tons  of  bombs  were  dropped;  no  plane  losses 
were  reported. 

On  16  July  CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  bombed  MILLE,  WOTJE,  and  TAROA. 

GUARDFISH  (SS  217)  sank  1  9,800-ton  naval  auxiliary  out  of  a  large  convoy 
at  180922  GOT  in  position  20-25  N,  119-12  E  (135  miles  m  of  m  tip  of  LUZON) ; 
course  215,  speed  15;  convoy  was  composed  of  2  CV's,  2  AO'b,  several  AP's  and 
naval  auxiliaries.    No  chase  was  possible  owing  to  30- foot  seas. 

REDFTN  (SS  272)(SWPA),  operating  CELEBES  SEA  and  off  SIARGA0  STRAIT,  sum- 
marises 3rd  war  patrol;  1  large  AO  and  1  AP  were  sunk  for  a  total  tonnage  of 
16,100;  1  9, 300- ton  AP  was  damaged. 

FLYING  FISH  (SS  229)(SWPA),  operating  W  of  PALAU  and  off  SAN  BERNADINO  STRAIT, 
summarizes  10th  war  patrol;  sank  1  4, 000- ton  AK  and  damaged  1  4, 000- ton  AK. 

FLOUNDER  (SS  25l)(SWPA)f  operating  vicinity  HALMAHERA,  summarises  2nd  war 
patrol;  sank  1  4, 000- ton  AK* 

HAKE  (SS  256)(SWFA),  operating  CELEBES  SEA,  summarises  5th  war  patrol;  sank 
1  1,500-ton  DD  and  1  5, 500- ton  AK,  1  7, 500- ton  AP  and  1  10- ton  craft  for  a  total 
tonnage  of  14,510;  damaged  1  10, 000- ton  XAV. 
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On  17  July  (K)  MAWOKWARI  gun  positions  were  again  bombed  by  2  squadrons  of 
B-24'3,  while  8  other  B-24's  attacked  the  MOBMI  Airdrome.    3  B-25's  attacked  ship- 
ping off  southern  VOGELKOP.    18  A-20's,  and  3  B-25*s  hit  enemy  concentrations  E  of 
TAD JI •    Fighter  bombers  continued  heavy  bombing  and  strafing  attacks  against  enemy 
positions  and  installations  between  AITAPB  and  WEWAK.    C-47's  flew  98  supply  mis- 
sions to  forward  bases,  including  73  to  BIAK.    Night  harassment  by  3  B-24's 
continued  against  WOLEAI  and  PALAU. 

In  the  ATIAPE-WEWAK  Area  the  enemy  made  weak  attempts  to  penetrate  our  po- 
sitions along  the  DRUNIUMOR  RIVER;  these  attempts  which  were  made  at  night  were 
repulsed j  our  naval  units  in  support  shelled  enemy  installations  along  the  coast. 
On  NOEMFOOR  vigorous  patrolling  oontinues. 

IB  July  (Oahu  date) 

On  IB  July  (k)  dawn  and  afternoon  air  strikeB  were  made  against  PAGAN  by  SAI- 
PAN  land  based  planes;  1  enemy  plane  was  destroyed  on  the  ground;  the  field  was  re- 
ported inoperational.    Systematic  naval  and  artillery  gunfire  and  air  strikes  con- 
tinue against  known  installations  on  TIN IAN.    As  of  the  18th  19,793  enemy  troops 
had  been  buried* 


CTF  53  reports  good  progress  being  made  on  clearance  of  obstacles  on  reefs 
off  all  landing  beaches  on  GUAM,  The  landing  beaches  and  adjacent  areas  have  been 
thoroughly  covered  by  naval  and  air  bombardment.  Opposition  to  all  operations  still 
is  negligible.  Clearance  of  reef  obstacles  and  intensive  bombing  and  gunfire  on  all 
beach  defenses  oifW-  continuing. 

On  18  July  (K)  all  TG'e  of  TF  58  concentrated  against  GUAM;  1,020  sorties  were 
flown  over  the  target  area,  and  400  tons  of  bombs  and  140  rockets  were  dropped;  we 
lost  5  planes  and  3  crews.    On  the  19th  strikes  by  TF  58  continued  against  GUAM; 
reports  from  TG's  58.2  and  58.5  show  535  sorties  over  the  target  area  expending 
225  tons  of  bombs;  no  plane  loss  was  reported. 

CenPao  shore  based  aircraft  on  17  July  bombed  WOTJE,  TAROA  and  PONAPE. 

CominCh  061900  directs  that  in  the  event  of  an  attack  having  been  made  upon 
a  hospital  ship  the  theater  commander  concerned  will  convene  a  Board  of  Investiga- 
tion to  obtain  the  oiroumstances  in  the  case. 

COD  (SS  224)  reports  sighting  at  172240  (H)  2  heavy  units  plus  5  DD'b  position 
12-24  N,  116-27  E  (off  SE  coast  of  MINDORO),  course  270,  speed  19. 

COBIA  (SS  245),  operating  BON INS  Area,  reports  at  181229  GCT  sank  1  large  and 
1  medium  AK. 

PLAICE  (SS  390),  operating  BONINS  Area,  report b  at  181546  GCT  sank  1  DD  in 
southbound  convoy. 

W ILK  INS  WOLFPACK  (SAWFISH  (SS  276),  ROCK  (SS  274),  TILEFISH  (SS  307)), 
operating  LUZON  STRAIT,  reports  at  171845  GCT  convoy  in  position  22-23  N,  119-02  E 
(65  miles  W  of  TAKAO,  FORMOSA),  course  180,  speed  14,    At  dawn  the  following  ships 
were  sightedt  2  small  carriers,  1  heavy  cruiser,  6  AP's,  6  AO's,  1  DD,  and  1  PC; 
ships  were  in  2  columns  with  CA  on  center  ahead  and  1  carrier  in  each  column;  es- 
corts were  patrolling  on  the  flanks.     In  a  submerged  attack  the  SAWFISH  got  2  hits 
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in  a  10,000-ton  AO  for  9  torpedoes  fired.    ROCK  got  5  timed  hits  for  10  fired;  1 
in  AK,  2  in  AP»  and  2  in  AO.    TILEFISH,  with  2  hits  for  7  torpedoes  fired,  sank 
1  DD. 

FLASHER  (SS  249)(SWPA),  operating  SOUTH  CHINA  SEA,  reportB  1  medium  Maru 
sunk  off  CAPE  VARELLA,  FRENCH  INDO  CHINA,  on  night  of  7  July  with  2  hits.  At 
191130  GOT  she  reports  2  hits  in  KUMA  Class  cruiser;  knocking  her  mainmast  off  but 
believes  CA  departed  from  position  12-45  N,  114-20  E  (300  miles  E  of  CAPE  VARELLA) 
at  about  191030  GCT,  course  245,  speed  17. 

RAY  (SS  271)(ST/YPA)  reports  at  181300  GCT  sank  large  AO  in  position  05-20  S, 
112-22  E  (midway  between  BORNEO  and  JAVA) . 

On  16  and  17  July  (K)  minor  air  atrikeB  were  made  against  YAP;  on  the  18th 
a  heavy  strike  was  made  by  19  B-24's.     On  the  18th  and  19th  SOROL  end  WOLEAI  were 
hit  by  3-5  B-24's.    Medium,  attack,  and  fighter  bombers  continue  heavy  attacks 
against  enemy  concentrations  and  installations  in  the  AITAPE-WEWAK  Area, 

Our  ground  forces  in  the  AITAPE-WEWAK  Area  are  mopping  up  isolated  enemy 
parties  west  of  the  DRINIUMOR  RIVER;  an  additional  175  Japs  have  been  killed  and 
25  taken  prisoners.    2  CA's  and  4  DD's  are  furnishing  close  support. 


Task  Force  53  commences  landing  operations  against  GUAM  at  0830  (K)  21  July. 
1st  Marine  Division  lands  regiments  abreast  on  beaches  at  AS AN  with  immediate 
objective  of  securing  APRA  HARBOR.    1st  Marine  Provisional  Brigade  (4th  and  22nd 
Marine  Regiments)  with  one  RCT  (305th)  of  77th  Inf  Div  will  land  on  beaches  at 
AGAT  with  ^SMBj^Mabjectlve  of  seising  OROTE  PENINSULA.    77th  Inf  Div  (less  one  RCT), 
remaining  as  floating  reserve,  is  scheduled  to  land  on  23  July  (K). 

CTF  53  reports  excellent  progress  being  made  on  obstruction  clearance  and 
preparation  of  reefs.    Heavy  interdiction  fire  has  continued  day  and  night  to 
prevent  replacement  of  obstacles.    Destruction  of  shore  defenses  has  proceeded  as 
scheduled  with  heavy  close  range  gunfire  and  powerful  air  strikes.    Opposition  to 
our  operations  continues  negligible  and  CTF  53  believes  that  very  few  fixed 
defenses  remain  in  the  vicinity  of  the  landing  beaches;  the  most  serious  opposition 
is  expected  to  be  from  mobile  artillery  which  has  not  fired  and  which  has  not  been 
located. 

With  reports  from  TG  58.1  and  58.4,  TF  58  sent  a  total  of  1008  sorties 
against  GUAM  on  19  July  (K);  over  400-tons  of  bombs  were  dropped;  we  lost  one  plane 
TF  58  continued  its  strikes  against  GUAM  on  the  20th;  the  only  group  thus  far 
reported  is  TG  58.3  which  flew  341  sorties  over  the  target  area  and  dropped  over 
300-tons  of  bombs  and  83  rockets;  we  lost  1  plane  with  crew. 

CTG  12.2  (HOGGATT  BAY  with  4  DEs)  reports  enemy  submarine  believed  definite- 
ly destroyed  at  about  182310  (K)  in  the  MARIANAS  area. 

CTF  57  162330  summarises  operations  11-15  July  inclusive, 

CenPao  shore  based  aircraft  on  18  July  bombed  MILLS,  WOT JE,  and  TRUK.  The 
TRTJK  strike  was  executed  by  22  B-24s;  weather  obstructed  observation  of  results. 
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On  19  July  (K)  3  PB4Yfl  from  SAIPAN  bombed  CHICHI  JIMA  and  HAHA  JIMA.  At 
CHICHI  J IMA  a  5000- ton  AK  was  bombed  and  3  of  6-8  coastal  vessels  were  fired  by 
strafing j  no  other  ships  were  present;  barracks,  naval  installations,  radio  station 
and  seaplane  base  were  damaged  by  bombing  and  strafing;  one  direct  hit  (1000-lb 
bomb)  was  observed  on  hangar  at  SE  oorner  of  airfield.    At  HAHA  JIMA  a  200-ton  AK 
was  stink  and  4  of  19  coastal  vessels  were  left  ablaze;  several  fires  were  started 
among  buildings  and  installations  by  strafing;  11  of  26  enemy  planes  were  damaged. 
The  3  planes  returned  safely. 

ComSoPac  140227  (pink)  liBts  air  squadrons  of  RNZAF  which  oan  be  made  avail- 
able for  transfer  to  SWPA;  lists  type  squadron  available  date,  and  present  loca- 
tion. 

Richardson  170206  (pink)  announces  that  24th  Amy  Corps  with  attached  units, 
and  81st  Division  with  attached  units,  pass  to  operational  control  CTF  36. 

CinCPOA  190519  (pink)  requests  ComSoPac  to  arrange  directly  with  CinCSWPA 
transfer  of  RNZAF  aircraft  units  to  SWPA;  relates  to  ComSoPac  140227. 

GUAHDFISH  (SS  217)  reports  sinking  1  6100-ton  AK  and  damaging  1  4000-ton  AK 
in  6- ship  northbound  oonvoy  at  182243  GCT  position  20-05  N,  118-23  E  (150  mi  NW  of 
NW  tip  of  LUZON) . 

TINOSA  {SS  283)  operating  YELLOW  SEA  reports  at  191235  OCT  sank  1  large  AP 
and  1  AK;  with  gunfire  sank  1  schooner,  1  trawler,  and  1  sampan. 

ASPRO  (SS  309) (SWPA)  reports  attacking  escorted  convoy  of  4  AKs  on  19  July 
(E  long. date)  in  position  02-40  S,  127-05  E  (25  mi  N  of  BOEROE  IS).    2  observed 
and  4  timed  hits  obtained  on  2  AKs. 

JACK  (SS  259) (SWPA)  operating  N  of  MALAY  BARRIER  summarizes  5th  War  Patrol. 
Sank  1  10,000-ton  AO,  1  7000-ton  AK,  and  2  4000-ton  unidentified  ships,  for  total 
tonnage  25,000;  damaged  3  4000-ton  unidentified  ships. 

GUAVINA  (SS  362)  during  18  end  19  July  picked  up  8  downed  airmen  near  YAP. 

On  19  July  (K)  2  waves  of  B-24s  heavily  bombed  YAP;  15  to  18  enemy  planes 
aggressively  intercepted  for  a  period  of  20  minutes  and  accurately  dropped  from 
10  to  14  phosphorous  bombs;  2  enemy  planes  were  shot  down  and  we  lost  1  B-24,  the 
crew  of  which  was  seen  to  parachute  into  the  water.    SOROL  ISLAND  was  hit  by  7 
B-24s  which  dropped  120  100-lb  bombs  and  60  f ragmentation  dusters  with  unobserved 
results.    Heckling  of  PALAU  and  WOLEAI  continued.    11  B-24s  attacked  enemy  ship- 
■  ping  in  the  TAWITAWI  area. 

In  the  AITAPE-WEWAK  area  the  enemy,  having  been  frustrated  in  his  initial 
frontal  attempt  at  infiltration  of  the  DRINIUMOR  RIVER  sector,  is  now  attempting 
to  by-pass  our  right  flank  through  the  foothills  of  the  TORRICELI  MOUNTAINS, 
Our  ground  forces  report  an  additional  582  killed.    Our  medium  bombers  and  fighters 
harrassed  the  enemy's  rear  areas  while  naval  units  shelled  coastal  traffic 
Adverse  weather  conditions  hindered  air  operations  in  all  sectors* 


200B 


20  July  (Oahu  Date) 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  EO 12958,  as  amended 
HQ  USEUCOM 


Landings  on  GUAM  took  place  on  all  beaches  according  to  schedule  commencing 
at  0830  (K)  21  July.    Landings  were  made  against  light  opposition  only  and  mostly 
on  southern  beaches.    OTP  53  in  a  despatch  to  CTF  58  stated  that  air  strikes  during 
the  past  four  days  had  left  nothing  to  be  desired,    On  20  July  (K)  TF  58  sent  1302 
sorties  over  GUAM  target  areas,  dropping  894  tons  of  bombs  and  115  rockets;  we  lost 
2  planes  with  crews  in  combat  and  3  planes  operationally.    On  the  21st  TG's  58.1, 
58.3,  and  58.4  flew  582  sorties  over  GUAM  target  areaB  and  dropped  215  tons  of  bombs 
and  67  rocketsj  1  plane  with  crew  was  lost  in  combat  and  3  planes  (2  with  crew)  were 
lost  operationally.    TG  58.2  stands  by  for  call  strikes. 

Bombardment  of  TIN I AN  has  been  intensified. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  19  July  bombed  TARDA  and  WOTJE. 

On  20  July  (K)  4  PB4Y's,  operating  from  SAIPAN,  bombed  ITO  J IMA  and  CHICHI 
J IMA  from  1950  to  2045;  details  are  lacking. 

WILKINS  (in  TILEFISH)  reports  at  210800  GCT  1  AO,  2  to  4  AP's,  and  4  DD's 
in  position  21-00  N»  123-06  E  (180  mi.  NNE  of  APARRl)  course  210,  speed  14.  In 
submerged  attack  ROCK  (SS  274)  got  3  timed  hits  for  4  fired,  2  in  AO  and  1  in  AP. 

GUAVINA  (SS  364)  reports  that  she  has  a  total  of  12  downed  airmen  who  were 
picked  up  near  YAP;  4  were  rescued  on  12  July  and  8  on  the  18th  and  19th. 

HADDO  (SS  255) (SWPA) ,  operating  CELEBES  SEA,  summarizes  6th  war  patrol;  sank 
with  gunfire  2  small  250-ton  craft  and  1  landing  barge;  fired  no  torpedoes. 

On  20  July  (K)  12  B-25'e  maintained  air  blockade  of  the  VOGELKOP  by  attacking 
barges  near  SORONG  and  bombing  buildings,  jetty,  and  oil  tanks  on  KASIM  ISLAND  in 
SELE  STRAITS.    Fighter  bombers  destroyed  a  barge  and  several  canoes  loaded  with 
supplies  on  the  GEELV1NK  BAY  Coast.    23  B-24's  heavily  hit  MANOKWARI  on  the  20th  (K) 
dropping  over  60  tons  of  bombs  on  the  airdrome  and  gun  positions;  several  large  fires 
were  started  and  an  ammunition  dump  exploded.    2  B-24's  bombed  gun  positions  at 
MOEMI.    Heckling  attacks  were  made  against  YAP,  WOLEAI,  and  PALAU.    Heavy  bombers 
dropped  19  tons  of  bombs  on  NAMLEA  Airdrome  (SV,r  NEW  GUINEA),  while  fighter  bombers 
operated  over  TANIMBAR. 

Our  ground  forces  in  the  AITAPE-WEWAK  Area  continue  to  counter  enemy  attempts 
to  probe  our  southern  flank.    Medium  and  light  bombers  dropped  20  tons  on  enemy 
installations  while  air  patrols  harassed  the  enemy  on  inland  trails  and  in  coastal 
sectors.    Shore  positions  were  bombarded  by  naval  units.  / 
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CTF  53  reports  that  our  assault  forces  have  landed  on  GUAM  with  absolute 
precision  and  according  to  schedules  all  assault  units  and  their  weapons,  includ- 
ing tanks  and  artillery,  had  been  landed  by  1800  (K)  21  July,    Initial  opposition 
was  nominal  but  stiffened  as  troops  advanced.     Initial  waves  at  southern  beaches 
received  some  mortar  fire  prior  to  the  landing;  on  the  northern  beaches  such  fire 
was  not  received  until  after  several  waves  had  landed.    Casualties  are  unreported 
but  believed  moderate*    Gunfire  and  air  support  which  preceded  the  landings  was 
reported  by  CTF  53  as  being  unsurpassed.    TG  58.2  which  supported  the  landing  did 
much  to  keep  enemy  artillery  fire  to  the  minimum;  during  the  day  this  group  drop- 
ped 90-tons  of  bombs  and  expended  248  rockets.    Called  fires  from  fire  support 
ships  have  been  used  freely;  illumination  and  harassing  gunfire  will  be  furnished 
during  the  night  21-22  July  (K).    Good  beach  heads  have  been  secured,  though  it  is 
expected  that  enemy  artillery  fire  on  the  beach  heads  may  be  troublesome  during 
the  night.    Unloading  of  essential  supplies  will  continue  to  capacity  of  beaches. 
RCT  305  (77th  Inf  Div)  was  landed  afternoon  21  July  (K)  over  southern  beaches;  it 
is  planned  to  land  remaining  2  RCTs  of  77th  Inf  Div  over  the  same  beaches  on  22 
July  (K)  if  beach  conditions  and  the  tactical  situation  permit. 

On  22  July  (K)  TG  58.2  continued  to  support  the  landing  force;  180  sorties 
operated  over  the  target  areas  and  dropped  63 -tons  of  bombs  plus  80  rockets. 
Night  fighters  patrolled  over  SAIPAN,  TINIAN  and  GUAM. 

On  24  July  (K)  the  Northern  Landing  Force  will  assault  TIN IAN;  landings  will 
be  made  on  the  WHITE  Beaches  on  the  NW  tip  of  the  island  approximately  3  miles  SW 
of  USHI  POINT.     Initial  landings  will  be  made  by  4th  Mar  Div,  to  be  followed  by 
2nd  Mar  Div;  27th  Inf  Div  will  remain  on  SAIPAN  prepared  to  embark  on  4  hours 
notice,  and  to  land  on  the  2  WHITE  Beaches  or  such  other  beaches  as  the  situation 
may  dictate.    The  artillery  of  the  24th  Corps  (less  75mm  guns)  remains  on  southern 
SAIPAN  to  support  the  landings;  75mm  guns  will  accompany  the  assaulting  forces. 
Softening-up  of  TIN IAN  continues  with  heavy  artillery  bombardment  by  the  shore 
based  artillery  on  SAIPAN  and  by  the  air  units  based  on  SAIPAN. 

On  20  July  12  B-25s  of  7th  AAF  bombed  POflAPE  hitting  gun  positions  on 
JOKAJ  Island. 

STURGEON  (SS  187)  reports  sinking  a  9200- ton  AP  in  an  Empire  bound  convoy 
north  of  AMAMI  0  SHIMA  on  3  July  with  3  hits  out  of  4  electric  torpedoeB  fired. 
COBIA  (SS  245)  operating  BONINS  area  reports  at  221202  GCT  one  600-ton  patrol 
vessel  and  2  trawlers  sunk  by  gunfire. 

On  21  July  (K)  20  B-25s  bombed  YAP  Island,  dropping  460  100-lb  bombs  on  the 
runway  and  dispersal  areas;  of  11  enemy  interceptors,  6  were  shot  down  and  one  was 
probably  shot  down;  3  of  our  planes  were  damaged.    Heckling  strikes  continued 
against  WOLEAI,  PALAU  and  SOROL.    2  B-25s  attacked  shipping  along  south  coast  of 
VOGELKOP  while  4  others  hit  shipping  in  SELE  STRAITS.    25  B-24s  bombed  MANOKWARI 
airdrome  and  AA  gun  positions.    6  A-20s  destroyed  barracks  at  NAB IRE  while  two 
fighter-bombers  destroyed  a  large  oil  barge  off  CAPE  MOEM.    P-39a  bombed  caves  and 
barge  centers  along  north  BIAS  coast. 

In  the  AITAPE-WEHTAK  area  our  ground  forces  repulsed  a  small  scale  probing 
attack  at  night  on  the  southern  flank  DRINIUMOR  RIVER  line;  an  additional  105 
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enemy  dead  are  reported*    B-25s ,  A- 20s  and  fighter-bombers  expended  41-tona  on 
troop  concentrations,  lines  of  communication  and  supply  aroas  from  YAKAMUL  (east 
of  AITAPE)  to  WEWAK.    Our  naval  units  (2  OAs  and  4  DDs)  in  support  of  our  ground 
forces  bombarded  enemy  positions  and  blockaded  coastal  traffic. 


22  July  (Oahu  date)  " 

The  GUAM  operation  is  proceeding  satisfactorily.    As  of  1800  (K)  23  July  ■ 
2  RCTs  of  77th  Inf.  Div.  and  all  of  corps  artillery  had  been  landed.    In  the 
south  our  beachhead  extends  from  a  point  on  the  shore  line  600  yards  north  of 
AGAT  and  from  a  point  on  the  shore  line  4200  yards  south  of  AGAT  thence  extending 
eastward  to  form  a  perimeter  averaging  3,000  to  4,000  yards  in  depth.    In  the 
north  our  beachhead  extends  from  a  point  on  the  shore  line  4400  yards  northeast 
of  PITT  and  from  a  point  on  the  shore  line  200  yards  south  of  PITI  thence  east- 
ward forming  a  perimeter  averaging  1,000-2,000  yards  in  depth.    Occupation  of 
CABRAS  ISLAND  was  completed  on  evening  22  July  (K).    During  the  night  21-22  July 
(K)  both  beach  areas  received  intermittent  rifle  and  mortar  fire;  on  night  22-23 
July  (K)  this  fire  continued  to  harass  the  northern  area.    Early  morning  22  July 
(K)  the  enemy  counter  attacked  the  southern  force  with  1  infantry  company  sup- 
ported by  several  tanks j  5  enemy  tanks  were  destroyed  and  268  enemy  dead  were 
left  within  our  lines*    Early  morning  22  July  (K)  a  heavy  enemy  counter  attack 
against  the  eastern  part  of  our  northern  beachhead  caused  a  critical  situation 
for  a  brief  period,  but  was  repulsed  after  daylight  with  effective  air,  naval 
gunfire,  and  artillery  support.    Onr  beachhead  on  the  south  includes  MT.  ALIFAN; 
in  the  north  CTF  53  reports  that  we  control  the  road  leading  from  AGANA  to  PITI, 
and  the  road  leading  to  MT.  TEH  JO.    Our  casualties  as  of  231600  (K)  are;  killed 
in  action,  348;  wounded  in  action  1,500;  missing  in  action,  HOj  these  figures 
are  possibly  incomplete.    Enemy  known  dead,  948;  undoubtedly  there  are  many  more. 
Naval  gunfire  and  air  strikes  continue  strongly  in  close  support  of  our  troops, 
and  continue  to  harass  the  enemy  rear  areas  and  to  interdict  movements  therein. 

CTF  52  reports  that  assault  troops  of  4th  Mar Div  would  be  loaded  on  23 
July  (K)  in  preparation  for  the  assault  against  TINIAN.    The  continued  destruction 
of  enemy  gun  and  troop  positions  on  TINIAN  has  been  greatly  intensified  by  naval, 
artillery  gunfire,  and  aerial  bombardment. 

During  the  nights  of  21  and  22  July  (K)  night  fighters  operated  over  GUAM, 
SAIPAN,  and  TINIAN.    On  the  22nd  SAIPAH  based  P-47»s  flew  52  sorties  against 
TINIAN.    P-47'e  struck  PAGAN  without  meeting  opposition.     On  the  23rd  a  plane  on 
A/s  patrol  strafed  ROTA;  the  enemy  were  observed  repairing  the  airfield  and  there 
was  evidence  that  a  plane  had  recently  landed  on  it. 

On  26  July  (East  Longitude  Date)  TF  58  (less  TG  58.4)  will  make  photographic 
strikes  against  YAP,  PALAU,  and  ULITHI. 


CinCSWPA  210801Z  July  contains  warning  order  for  operations  against 
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CTG  56.1  reports  revised  list  of  casualties  to  date  for  the  SAIPAN 


Operation: 


mil 


KIA 


WTA 


KIA 


TOTAL 


2nd  MarDiv 
4th  MarDiv 
27th  Inf.  Div. 
Corps  Artillery 
Corps  Troops 
Totals 


18 


1,142 
966 
901 


7 


17 

130 
13,005 


4,917 
5,456 
2,485 


106 
141 
112 


4 


24 
152 
16,402 


6,165 
6,563 
3,498 


The  SAIPAN  Garrison  Force  haw  lost  15  killed  in  action,  44  wounded  in  action, 
and  2  missing  in  action  for  a  total  of  61  casualties;  the  combined  total  of 
Garrison  and  Combat  Troops  casualties  is  16,463.    Enemy  buried  to  date:  20,720; 
our  burials  to  dates  2nd  MarDiv,  1,168;  4th  MarDiv,  1,027;  27th  Inf.  Div.,  1,007 
for  a  total  of  3,202.    Of  the  total  hospitalized,  5,016  have  been  returned  to 
duty.    Civilians  interned:  Japanese  10,009;  Koreans  1144;  Chamorros  2261; 
Carolinians  778;  grand  total  14,192,     Interned  civilians  sick  and  wounded: 
Japanese  1381,  Korean  286,  Chamorros  133,  Carolinians  75}  grand  total  1,875. 
Prisoners  of  war  to  date:  Japanese  879;  Korean  828;  for  a  total  of  1,707. 

At  221000  (K)  27th  Inf.  Dlv.  assumed  control  of  the  area  formerly  occupied 
by  4th  MarDiv  on  SAIPAN.    1st  Battalion,  29th  Marines,   (less  Company  C)  moved 
into  the  area  formerly  occupied  by  2nd  MarDiv  on  SAIPAN,  and  assumed  responsi- 
bility for  patrols  and  security  of  that  area. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  21  July  bombed  the  major  islands  of  TRUK 
ATOLL;  27  participating  B-24'b  dropped  75  tons  of  bombs  concentrated  against 
airfields,  warehouses,  and  docks;  2  airborne  fighters  made  no  attempt  to  intercept 

In  the  AITAPE-WMAK  Area  our  ground  forces  report  only  patrol  activity. 
1  CA  and  5  DD's  continue  to  furnish  close  support.    Medium,  attack,  and  fighter 
bombers  continue  to  hit  enemy  troop  concentrations  and  supply  installations  in 
the  AITAPE-WEWAK  Area. 

On  22  July  (K)  22  B-24's  heavily  bombed  YAP  Airdrome  with  reportedly 
excellent  results;  of  4-5  intercepting  fighters,  1  was  shot  down  and  2  were 
damaged;  2  of  our  planes  were  damaged;  the  enemy  fighters  inaccurately  dropped 
8  phosphorous  bombs. 

On  the  22nd  4  B-24's  bombed  WOLEAI.     On  the  night  of  21-22  July  (K) 
heckling  snoopers  continued  their  operations  against  YAP  and  PALAU.  B-24's 
bombed  installations  and  shipping  in  the  VOGELKOP  Area.    15  B-24'e  heavily  bombed 
BABO  Airdrome  while  others  hit  the  RANSIKI  Drome.    8  B-24's  effectively  bombed  AA 
gun  positions  at  MAN0K9TARI.     B-25's  attacked  enemy  shipping  off  east  coast  of 
MOROTAI.    C-47's  flew  a  total  of  74  supply  missions  to  BIAK  airfields .^fflt^i 
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Operations  of  our  ground  forces  on  GUAM  proceeded  rather  slowly  on  24  July  (K)  * 
Resistance  continued  to  be  heavy  on  the  eastern  flank  of  the  northern  area,  and 
though  many  enemy  wore  killed  both  by  troops  and  by  intensive  naval  gunfire  and 
naval  bombing,  progress  was  slow.    Better  progress  was  made  in  the  southern  area 
where  OROTE  PENINSULA,  was  completely  cut  off  despite  considerable  opposition.  Front 
lines  as  defined  on  the  preceding  day  remain  substantially  the  same,  except  that 
in  the  north  our  line  has  been  pushed  forward  approximately  1,000  yards  along  the 
NE  perimeter;  in  the  south  the  perimeter  was  extended  approximately  400  yards  in 
the  M  portion  to  close  off  OROTE  PENINSULA.    The  area  between  our  north  and  south 
beachheads  has  been  almost  entirely  covered  by  patrols  operating  along  the  shore 
line;  very  few  of  the  enemy  were  found  remaining  in  that  area.    77th  Inf.  Div. 
proceeded  with  relief  of  Marines  in  the  southern  area  in  order  to  permit  1st 
Provisional  Brigade  to  reorganise  and  prepare  for  a  concentrated  attack  on  OROTE 
on  26  July  (K) *    RCT  307  (77th  Inf.  Div.)  which  constituted  the  Corps  Reserve  is 
being  landed  over  southern  beaches.    Unloading  progresses  satisfactorily. 

Commencing  at  0750(K)  24  July,  our  assault  foroes  landed  on  white  beaches, 
(m  tip  of  TIN IAN  about  3  miles  SW  of  USHI  POINT),  against  light  opposition;  by  0930 
(K)  our  forces  had  advanced  600  yards  inland.    Progress  ashore  is  satisfactory. 
During  the  bombardment  of  SW  TIN IAN  the  COLORADO  (BB  45)  and  the  NORMAN  SCOTT 
(DD  690)  sustained  damage  from  enemy  shore  batteries.    The  COLORADO  received  about 
15  hits  believed  to  be  from  6 -inch  caliber;  2  officers  and  35  enlisted  men  were 
killed,  and  1  officer  and  77  enlisted  men  were  wounded;  material  damage  to  ship  is 
considerable.    The  hit  on  the  NORMAN  SCOTT  killed  the  Captain  and  caused  heavy 
casualties* 

BUSH  (DD  529)  while  training  in  local  area  (KAH00LAWE  ISLAND)  sustained  serious 
gun  casualties  during  AA  phase  of  shore  bombardment  when  gun  number  3  exploded  over 
after  starboard  40-mm  director;  probably  caused  by  hitting  starboard  radio  antenna 
suspension  arm  on  after  staok,  or  by  possible  premature  explosion;  6  are  dead,  1 
is  fatally  injured,  2  are  seriously  injured,  and  several  others  suffered  minor  in- 
juries; vessel  will  require  tender  or  yard  availability, 

TF  58  (less  TG  58.4)  is  now  enroute  to  conduct  photo  strike  against  YAP, 
PALAU,  and  ULITHI.  TG  58.4  remains  to  support  our  assault  forces  on  GUAM  and 
ttSWfm 

On  23  July  (K)  TG  58.4,  in  support  of  our  forces  asBRulting  TINIAN,  dropped 
80  tons  of  bombs  and  fired  80  rockets.    On  the  24th  the  Group  continued  this  support, 
expending  56  tons  of  bombs  and  27  rockets;  the  Group  also  hit  GUAM  with  18  tone  of 
bombs  and  ROTA  with  8  tons.    CTF  51  has  directed  that  neutralization  of  ROTA  by 
air  strike 6  and  surfaoe  bombardment  be  assigned  CTF  53. 

Night  fighter  patrol b  from  SAIPAN  continued  to  operate  over  GUAM  and  SAIPAN. 
On  23  July  (K)  P-47's  from  SAIPAN  flew  96  sorties  in  executing  call  missions  over 
TINIAN;  enemy  concentrations  and  installations  were  attacked  with  bombs  and  rockets 
and  were  strafed;  support  was  reported  as  very  effective. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  22  July  bombed  P0NAPE;  12  B-25's  attacked  gun 
positions  on  JfiKAJ  ISLAND,  and  strafed  P0NAPE  TOViN  and  harbor  installations  with 
50  caliber  and  75-mm  cannon. 
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SHARK  (SS  314),  operating  BONINS  Area*  reports  at  231105  GOT  probably  sinking 
1  AK  in  a  convoy  previously  attacked  by  the  COBIA  and  the  PLAICE. 

In  the  AITAPE-TJEWAK  Area  our  ground  forces  repulsed  small  scale  enemy  recon- 
naissance attacks  on  our  DRINUIMOR  RIVER  line  where  the  enemy  is  apparently  still 
trying  to  effect  a  large  scale  concentration  of  forces.    B-25's,  A-20's,  and  fighter 
bombers  dropped  27  tons  of  bombs  on  bivouac  and  supply  areas  in  support  of  our 
ground  forces.    Air  patrols  and  naval  units  shelled  supply  area  near  BUT  and  the 
coastal  roads. 

On  23  July  (K)  YAP  was  again  heavily  attacked  by  23  B-24»sj  of  8  enemy  inter- 
ceptors 2  were  shot  down;  3  of  our  planes  were  damaged.    Heckling  of  PALAU  and 
IfOLEAI  continued. 

On  23  July  (K)  BABO  taxiway  and  revetments  were  hit  by  3  B-24's,  rtiile  3 
others  struck  the  MOEMI  runway,    A  small  number  of  B-25*B  conducted  shipping 
strikes  along  west  VOGELKOP  and  south  shore  of  GEELVINK  BAY.     2  B-24's  heckled  YAP 
airdrome  on  night  of  22-23  July  (K),    C-47's  flew  48  troop  carrier  missions  to 
BIAK. 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  EO  12958,  as  amended 
HQ  USEUCOM 


Recent  photographs  reveal  that  on  22  July  (K)  the  airfields  at  KAVIENG, 
P ANAPA I,  LAKUNAI,  TOBERA,  and  VUNAKANAU  were  serviceable. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  22  July  4  PV*B  from  PAW  4  bombed  northern  HFRILES; 
8  enemy  fighters  intercepted;  1  PV  with  engine  shot  out  reported  intention  to  land 
on  KAMCHATKA. 

CorainCh  021631  (pink)  contains  planning  message  from  Joint  Staff  Planners  to 
CinCPOA  Planners  requesting  certain  information  reference  CAUSEWAY  Joint  Staff 
Study. 


CinCPOA  240957  (pink)  replies  to  foregoing  despatch 


24  July  (Oahu  date) 

On  25  July  (K)  operations  of  our  ground  forces  on  GUAM  proceeded  satisfactorily* 
In  the  northern  area  the  enemy  resistance  inland  from  ADELUP  POINT  is  being  over- 
come and  our  progress  there  has  accelerated.    Near  the  base  of  OROTE  PENINSULA  the 
enemy  has  organized  a  center  of  resistance  to  oppose  its  occupation;  the  forces 
comprising  this  resistance  are  isolated  from  the  remainder  of  enemy  forces.  Our 
troops  in  the  extreme  south  are  meeting  little  resistance  and  their  advance  is 
limited  by  considerations  of  over  extension  rather  than  by  opposition.    Naval  gun- 
fire and  bombing  continue  active  in  close  support  of  our  troops.    1st  Provisional 
Marine  Brigade  will  launch  a  coordinated  attack  against  the  hostile  forces  on  OROTE 
PENINSULA  on  26  July  (K). 

The  left  flank  of  our  northern  perimeter  rests  on    the  shore  line  at  ADELUP 
POINT;  the  right  flank  at  a  point  2,000  yards  south  of  PITI;  the  depth  of  the  perime- 
ter averages  about  2,000  yards.    The  left  flank  of  our  southern  perimeter/Cot  a  point 
on  the  shore  line  1,800  yards  NNW  of  AGAT;  it  then  extends  across  the  base  of  OROTE 
PENINSULA,  follows  the  shore  line  to  the  north,  resting  at  a  point  2,600  yards  NNE 
of  AGAT.    Right  flank  of  the  perimeter  rests  at  a  point  on  the  shore  line  4,000 
yards  S  of  AGAT;  the  deepest  point  of  penetration  of  the  perimeter  is  4,600  yards 
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E  of  AGAT.    Between  the  two  perimeters  our  patrols  operating  from  both  areas  have 
made  contact* 

Our  GUAM  casualties  as  of  241600  (K) s    killed  in  action,  443;  wounded  in  action. 
2,366;  missing  in  action,  209.    There  are  2,399  enemy  known  dead,  and  there  are  un- 
doubtedly many  more. 

At  the  end  of  the  second  day  of  operation  of  our  forces  against  TINIAN,  the 
situation  was  developing  most  favorably.    4th  MarDiv,  which  led  the  assault,  has 
been  landed  with  4  battalions  of  76-mm  Howitzer b  which  are  furnishing  direct  sup- 
port; most  of  the  2nd  MarDiv  has  been  landed  (second  and  eighth  RCT*s  plus  1  bat- 
talion of  sixth  RCT).    At  about  0430  (K)  on  25  July  the  enemy  strongly  counter  at- 
tacked.   The  effort  waB  repulsed,  with  many  Japs  and  5  tanks  being  destroyed. 
Thus  far  opposition  has  been  generally  light.    The  left  flank  of  our  perimeter  rests 
at  a  point  on  the  shore  line  1,600  yards  SW  of  USHI  POINT,  right  flank  rests  at  a 
point  on  the  shore  line  8,000  yards  SW  of  USHI  POINT,  deepest  point  of  penetration 
of  our  perimeter  is  2,800  yards  in  the  center.    Our  casualties  as  of  251600  (K)i, 
killed  in  action,  15;  wounded  in  aotion,  225;  missing  in  action,  not  reported.  As 
of  251200  (K)  there  were  1,324  known  Jap  dead, 

TO  58.4  supported  the  TIN IAN  aotion  on  25  July  (K)  with  137  sorties  over  the 
target  area;  69  tons  of  bombs  were  dropped;  we  lost  1  plane  operationally.  Night 
fighters  from  SAIPAN  operated  over  GUAM  and  SAIPAN  during  the  hours  of  darkness. 
P-47's  from  SAIFA1I  flew  65  sorties  in  support  of  the  TINIAN  aotion  strafing  AA  and 
machine  gun  positions  and  dropping  500-lb.  bombs  on  mortar  positions.    P-47' s  also 
bombed  and  strafed  ROTA  airstrip  scoring  11  well  spaced  hits  on  the  runway. 

OTP  57  210430  summarises  operations  16-20  July  inclusive. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  23  July  bombed  WOTJE,  MILLE,  NAURU,  and  TRUK. 

GAVALLA  (SS  244)  reports  at  251245  GCT  no  shipping  except  a  few  sampans  along 
E  coast  LUZON;  sank  1  Jap  sampan  with  gunfire. 

CTF  52  241658  defines  status  of  KOREAN  laborers  captured  during  SAIPAN  opera- 
tion, 

D-day  for  operation  against  CAPE  SANSAPOR  will  be  30  July  (E.  Longitude  Date). 

In  the  AITAPE-VrafTAK  Area  the  enemy  made  another  attempt  to  breach  the  DRINIUMOR 
RIVER  line,  in  frontal  assaults,  combined  with  flank  envelopment  from  the  south. 
The  main  attacks  broke  down  under  our  artillery  fire;  footholds  gained  by  the  in- 
filtration of  isolated  detachments  are  being  liquidated  in  local  counter  attacks 
now  in  progress;  the  fighting  is  sharp.    In  these  successive  assaults  on  narrow 
frontages,  in  column  of  companies,  over  a  period  of  days,  the  enemy  shows  an  ap- 
parent inability  to  deliver  a  concentrated  effort  with  his  combined  forces.  His 
piece-meal  attacks  result  in  localized  combats  in  which  he  is  rapidly  dissipating 
his  strength.    In  his  rear,  every  bivouac  and  supply  point  has  been  pounded  by  air 
bombardment  and  his  carrier  lines,  absorbing  the  bulk  of  his  service  elements, 
have  been  strafed  incessantly.    The  relentless  interdiction  of  our  light  naval  forces 
has  destroyed  the  bulk  of  his  barges  and  reduced  his  truck  traffic  along  the  coastal 
road  to  inappreciable  volume.    Prisoners  of  war  give  a  vivid  picture  of  deteriora- 
tion on  the  line  of  communications  to  WEWAK  and  the  starvation  level  of  his  supplies 
forward,    His  casualties  already  run  into  the  thousands  and  his  fight  for  survival 
is  becoming  more  acute. 
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On  night  23-24  July  (K)  2  B-24's  heckled  PALAD  by  striking  both  the  PELELIU 
and  BABELTHUAP  airfields.    Support  of  our  ground  forces  in  the  A IT APE  Area  was 
carried  out  by  18  A-20*s,  1  B-25,  and  an  unspecified  number  of  P-47's,  P-39*s,  and 
Beauforts.    C-47's  flew  95  supply  missions  to  forward  bases  including  83  to  BIAK 
and  1  to  NQEMFQOR.    Heavy  strikes  were  conducted  aga inert;  eastern  NEW  BRITAIN  and 
NEW  IRELAND;  enemy  installations  in  southern  BOUGAINVILLE  were  also  hit. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  24  July  8  PV«s  from  FAW  4  conducted  an  armed  reconnaiB- 
sance  over  the  northern  KURILES;  enemy  fighters  aggresively  intercepted,  preventing 
1  plane  from  executing  its  bombing  mission  and  extensively  damaged  another.  1 
picket  boat  was  reported  sunk. 


25  July  (Oahu  date) 


On  26  July  (k)  operations  on  GUAM  proceeded  satisfactorily;  1st  Marine  Provis- 
ional Brigade  launched  its  attack  against  the  enemy  occupying  OROTE  PENINSULA  early 
on  morning  26  July  (K).    Prior  to  this  attack  the  enemy  during  the  night  made  an 
attempt  to  escape  from  the  peninsula  by  heavily  attacking  to  the  south  along  the 
harbor  side;  this  attempt  was  largely  broken  up  by  artillery  fire  which  left  400 
enemy  dead.    Our  attack  progressed  up  the  peninsula  and  as  of  1800  (K)  26  July  our 
line  extended  across  the  peninsula  in  an  east-west  direction  bordering  on  southern 
edge  of  the  landing  field.    Elsewhere  our  troops  consolidated  their  lines  and 
strengthened  their  defenses;  therefore  the  front  lines  previously  reported  remained 
substantially  the  same  except  that  the  front  lines  of  the  Northern  and  Southern 
Forces  have  now  joined  along  the  west  shore.    Our  casualties  to  date:    KIA  587; 
WIA,  2798;  MIA,  191.    2783  enemy  are  known  dead.    Unloading  continues  to  be  excel len1 
;  an  average  of  10,000  tons  of  cargo  was  unloaded  during  each  of  the  first  4  days. 

Operations  on  TIN IAN  proceeded  satisfactorily  on  26  July  (K).    Remainder  of 
2nd  Mar  Div  landed  at  dawn  and  took  over  left  flank  of  the  line.    Our  troops  launch- 
ed a  general  assault  at  0800  (K)  and  advanced  rapidly  against  light  opposition 
during  the  day,    Our  front  line  extends  from  a  point  on  the  west  shore  line  1000  yds 
south  of  FAIBUS  SAN  HIL0  POINT  thence  through  MT.  LASSO,  thence  to  the  east  shore 
line  at  ASIGA.    Our  casualties  as  of  1700  (K)  25  July  (all  4th  Mar  Div):    KIA,  98 j 
WTA,  356;  MIA,  27,    Corrected  figures  for  casualties  on  the  COLORADO  listi  KIA,  39; 
WIA,  109;  MIA,  4.     1958  enemy  dead  have  been  counted  thus  far;  3  prisoners  have  been 
taken;  43  civilians  have  been  interned.    Unloading  of  7000  tons  of  preloaded  food 
and  water  and  ammunition  is  practically  completed,  together  with  most  organizational 
equipment  of  both  divisions. 

TG  58.4  on  26  July  hit  GUAM  and  ROTA;  41  sorties  over  GUAM  target  area;  18 
over  ROTA  target  area.    25  tons  were  dropped  on  GUAM,  6  on  ROTA.    No  plane  loss  was 
reported. 

Night  fighter  patrols  (based  on  SAIPAN)  operated  over  SAIPAN  and  GUAM  during 
hours  of  darkness.    On  25  July  (K)  P-47s  actively  supported  our  ground  forces  on 
TIN IAN.    P-47s  from  SAIPAN  also  bombed  airfields  at  ROTA  and  PAGAN  where  no  opera- 
tional aircraft  were  observed. 

Major  General  Geiger  assumed  command  on  shore  at  GUAM  at  1300  (K)  26  July. 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  EO 12958,  as  amended 
HQ  USEUCOM 


-  continued  - 


201' 


OBORET 


c 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  EO  12958,  as  amended 
HQ  USEUCOM 


25  July  (Oahu  date) -continue d- 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  24  July  bombed  PONAFE,  JALUIT  and  TAROA. 
MILLE,  JALUIT,  TAR OA  and  WOTJE  were  harassed  during  the  night  23-24  July.     One  PV 
on  reconnaissance  mission  heckled  NAURU. 

STERLET  (SS  392)  reports  at  251330  OCT  observed  21  enemy  planes  on  IWO  JIMA, 
also  reports  probably  sinking  a  coastal  vessel  off  IWO  JIMA  with  gunfire. 

HOE  (SS  258)  reports  firing  6  torpedoes  at  northbound  enemy  submarine  at 
242330  GOT  position  13-38  N,  115-39  E  (315  miles  west  of  MANILA);  all  were  misses. 

SAWFISH  (SS  276)  reports  sinking  enemy  submarine  at  260755  GOT  position  20-12 
N,  121-55  E  (112  miles  north  of  APARRI ) .    The  position  of  this  sinking  is  477  mile3 
distant  from  position  of  attack  by  HOE;  time  lapse  is  32  hours  and  55  minutes; 
possibility  exists  that  SAWFISH  sank  the  enemy  sub  that  had  been  unsuccessfully 
attacked  by  the  HOE. 

In  the  AITAPE-TCEWAK  area  the  enemy  has  recoiled  from  the  DRINIUMOR  RIVER  line 
and  is  apparently  trying  to  reform  his  shattered  units  south  of  AFUA.    Our  medium, 
attack  and  fighter  bombers  dropped  54  tons  and  heavily  strafed  in  enemy  rear  areas, . 
starting  many  fires.    Naval  units  bombarded  shore  positions  and,  with  air  patrols, 
riaded  enemy  supply  lines  wrecking  5  barges  and  traffic  on  the  coastal  road. 

On  25  July  24  B-24s  heavily  attacked  W0LEAI  where  supply  areas,  installations, 
and  the  airfield  were  hit.    18  B-24s  bombed  the  airfield  at  NAMLEA.    B-25s  attacked 
barge  shipping  east  of  KAI  ISLANDS.    Unfavorable  weather  cancelled  scheduled  strikes 
against  the  V0GELK0P  and  the  long  range  reconnaissance  missions.    Despite  unfavor- 
able weather,  C-47b  flew  48  supply  missions  to  BIAK  and  one  to  HOLLANDIA. 


During  night  26-27  July  (K)  our  troops  on  TINIAN  had  a  quiet  and  uneventful 
night.    At  0700  (K)  27  July  the  attack  to  the  southward  was  resumed.    The  advance 
was  rapid  against  light  opposition  and  the  objective  was  reached  early  in  the 
afternoon.    Right  flank  of  our  perimeter  rests  on  a  point  at  shore  line  1200  yards 
south  of  FAIBUS  SAN  HILO  POINT »  thence  ESE  to  a  point  2200  yards  SSE  of  MT.  LASSO, 
thence  eastward  to  a  point  on  the  shore  line  3900  yards  south  of  ASIGA.    Our  casual- 
ties as  of  261800  (K) :  EIA,  159;  WIA,  441;  MIA,  32.    As  of  the  same  date  there  were 
2,089  known  enemy  dead;  62  prisoners  had  been  taken;  80  civilians  had  been  interned, 
many  of  whom  surrendered  using  surrender  tickets.    Enemy  captured  document  indicates 
that  Comnander  31st  Army  (Lt.Gen.  Obata)  arrived  GUAM  24  June. 

CTF  58  reports  that  it  is  anticipated  that  photo  missions  being  executed 
by  TF  58  (less  TG  58.4)  against  PALAU,  YAP,  and  ULITHI  will  be  completed  on  27  July. 
CTG  58.1  reported  at  271351  (K)  completion  of  mission  assigned  his  Group.    The  TF 
made  an  afternoon  fighter  sweep  on  Y-l  Day  (25  July  (K))  which  netted  5  airborne 
enemy  planes;  no  enemy  airborne  craft  have  been  encountered  since  that  time.  21 
enemy  planes  were  burned  on  the  ground  and  many  others  were  damaged  by  strafing 
but  did  not  burn.    The  following  shipping  was  reported  sunk:  1  DD»  1  DE  or  DM,  1 
small  AO,  and  7  small  AK's.    The  force  lost  5  planes  and  1  pilot  in  combat  and  lost 
10  planes  and  1  pilot  operationally. 


26  July  (Oahu  date) 
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TG  58.4  continues  close  support  of  our  ground  forces  on  TINIAN.    Night  fighteri 
(based  on  SAIPAN)  patrolled  over  SAIPAN  and  GUAM  night  25-26  July  (K).  P-47's 
from  SAIPAN  sent  124  sorties  over  TIN I AN  targets  in  execution  of  call  strikes;  AA 
guns ,  coast  defense  guns,  enemy  troop  concentrations,  and  defense  installations 
were  hit. 

CTF  53  270136  reorganizes  support  units  to  coordinate  all  gunfire  support 
and  air  support* 

CTF  57  reports  at  270421  that  BomGroup  30  with  Headquarters  Bomber  Command 
59.2  1b  moving  to  SAIPAN  in  preparation  for  prospective  STALEMATE  operations. 

CTG  59.3  reports  that  daily  seaplane  service  from  SAIPAN  to  GUAM  arid  return 
will  start  27  July  (K).    Schedule  follows:    leave  SAIPAN  1300,  arrive  GUAM  1400j 
leave  GUM  1500,  arrive  SAIPAN  1600.    10  passengers  and  2,000  pounds  of  mail  can 
be  carried. 

IsCom  SAIPAN  announces  that  1,249  POW's  are  scheduled  to  depart  SAIPAN  for 
PEARL  on  26  July  (K) ;  of  this  number  723  are  Koreans,  impressed  into  Japanese  mili- 
tary service.    IsCom  SAIPAN  recommends  that  these  Koreans  be  considered  civilians 
and  left  at  SAIPAN  for  employment  on  that  Island;  CTF  51,  CTF  56,  and  CTG  51.1 
concur  in  this  recommendation. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  25  July  hit  WOTJE  with  31  fighter  bombers  which 
dropped  73  500 -lb.  bombs  on  gun  positions.    TRUK  was  hit  by  24  B-24's  which  concen- 
trated against  DUBLON  Naval  Base  with  288  500-lb.  bombs.    1  Navy  landcat  harassed 
JALUIT  and  MILLE.    1  FV  harassed  NAURU. 

Submarine  Wolf pack  from  SWPA  (ANGLER  (SS  240),  CREVALLE  (SS  291),  FLASHER 
(SS  249))  attacked  enemy  convoy  in  LUZON  STRAIT  on  night  of  26  July  (K).  ANGLER 
reported  2  hits  on  large  merchantman.    CREVALLE  reported  sinking  3  large  AK's. 
FLASHER  reported  sinking  1  large  AO  and  damaging  2  AK's. 

COD  (SS  224)(SWPA)  reports  1  hit  in  a  ship  (type  not  stated)  in  MOLUKKA  SEA. 

Rear  Admiral  Sherman  (via  Com7thFleet)  270245  (pink)  announces  target  dates 
for  operations  against  SARANGANI  and  LEYTE  as  15  November  and  20  December  respective- 
ly; recommends  CominCh  be  informed  as  target  date  for  CAUSEWAY  is  somewhat  affected. 

ComYthFleet  260609  summarizes  Japanese  surface,  ground,  and  air  strength  in 
certain  areas  in  SWP  Area;  believes  there  will  be  no  enemy  naval  reaction  to  opera- 
tion against  CAPE  SANSAPOR. 

In  the  AITAPE-WEWAK  Area  the  enemy  continues  to  probe  the  southern  flank  of 
our  DRINIUMOR  RIVER  line  in  several  places.    Medium  and  light  bombers  and  fighters 
attacked  enemy  concentrations  south  of  YAKAMUL  and  lines  of  communication  eastward 
to  1UEWAK,    Naval  patrols  swept  the  coastlines  disrupting  barge  and  coastal  road 


On  26  July  (K)  22  B-24,s  heavily  bombed  with  40  tons  the  runway  and  revetment 
area  of  BABO  Airdrome,    7  B-24's  hit  the  MOEMI  Airstrip  with  2©  tons  and  8  B-24's 
dropped  25  tons  on  the  RANSIKI  runway.    9  A-20's  hit  enemy  stores  at  NABIRE  with  36 
250-lb.  bombs,    C-47's  flew  45  supply  missions  to  forward  bases;  adverse  weather  can- 
celled 18  other  missions.    Eastern  NEW  BRITAIN,  NEW  IRELAND,  and  BOUGAINVILLE  were 
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A  delayed  report  from  our  ground  forces  on  GUAM  tells  of  heavy  fighting  on 
morning  26  July  (K)  in  vicinity  of  northern  beaches  resulting  from  JAP  infiltrations 
with  at  least  6  battalions  during  the  previous  night.    Though  our  lines  held,  infil- 
tration reached  the  Division  CP  (3rd  MarDiv)  and  within  100  yards  of  Red  Beach 
(east  beach  of  the  3  on  which  we  landed  on  northern  shore).    During  this  counter- 
attack the  enemy  attempted  to  roll  TNT  charges  downhill  onto  our  artillery  emplace- 
ments •    The  attack  was  repulsed  after  dawn  on  the  26th  and  our  lines  were  reinforced 
by  employment  of  all  rear  area  troops;  an  estimated  2,000  of  the  enemy  wore  killed. 
On  27  July  (K)  our  troops  advanced  slowly  in  the  northern  area  against  stubborn 
and  strongly  emp  laced  opposition.    By  the  end  of  the  day  our  northern  perimeter 
remained  substantially  the  same  as  on  the  preceding  day  though  the  right  flank  was 
withdrawn  about  1800  yards  and  contact  was  apparently  lost  between  the  northern 
and  southern  areas.    The  southern  perimeter  remained  unchanged.    The  attack  on 
0R0TE  PEN INSULA  continues  very  slowly  in  the  face  of  many  pillboxes,  dugouts,  mines, 
and  an  estimated  2,300  defenders  who  are  supported  with  many  artillery,  mortar  and 
automatic  weapons.    Location  of  our  front  line  on  0R0TE  PENINSULA,  on  the  26th  was 
erroneously  reported  along  southern  edge  of  the  0R0TE  Airfield}  on  the  evening  of 
the  27th  the  corrected  location  of  our  front  line  was  approximately  700  yards  S  of 
the  airfield  and  extending  across  the  Peninsula.    Harbor  clearance  proceeded  on 
the  27th  in  advance  of  capture  of  0R0TE,  particularly  on  the  N  side  where  PITI 
CHANNEL  and  PITI  HARBOR  are  now  clear,  and  removal  of  a  sunken  ship  at  the  oil 
dock  is  well  underway.    Carrier  based  planes  further  cratered  ROTA  and  AGANA  Air- 
fields on  the  27th,  while  gunfire,  including  rockets,  from  LCI  gunboats  close 
inshore  continued  to  support  our  troops.    Formal  flag  raising  ceremony  took  place 
on  afternoon  27  July  (K)  at  the  Corps  CP.    Our  casualties  as  of  271800  (K) s  KIA, 
996;  WIA,  5640;  MIA,  309. 

On  28  July  (K)  our  GUAM  forces  pushed  aggressively  forward  and  reached  the 
final  beachhead  line  except  in  the  extreme  southern  area.    Our  front  line  now  in- 
cludes MTs.  CHACHAO,  ALUTAM,  TEH JO,  and  ALIFANj  it  is  anchored  on  north  shore  line 
at  a  point  600  yards  W  of  AGANA,  and  on  the  west  shoreline  as  previously  reported 
(4,000  yards  S  of  AGAT).    Operations  on  0R0TE  PENINSULA  continue  to  move  slowly; 
our  troops  have  advanced  to  a  line  just  south  of  the  airfield.    CTF  63  believes 
that  many  of  the  enemy  are  concentrated  in  the  general  area  MT.  CHACHA0-F0NTE 
VILLAGE  (3,000  yards  SW  of  AGANA).    An  estimated  4,700  of  the  enemy  have  been 
killed  on  GUAM  and  27  prisoners  taken.    DADI  BEACH  (W  of  AGAT)  is  now  prepared  and 
in  use  at  major  unloading  point  for  airfield  and  garrison  supplies*  Practically 
all  assault  shipping  has  been  unloaded;  77th  Inf.  Div.  shipping  85%  unloaded. 

Our  TIN  IAN  forces  on  28  July  (K)  resumed  the  attack  at  0700,  ^ivotetAon  the 
left  (E  flank )_,  the  advance  was  rapid  against  continuing  light  opposition,  and  the 
airfield  N  of  GURGUAN  POINT  was  overrun  early  in  the  afternoon.    By  1730  (K)  the 
advance  had  carried  southward  to  a  point  on  the  shore  line  1,300  yards  S  of  eastern 
edge  of  GURGUAN  Airfield.    From  this  point  the  line  extended  in  a  general  NE  direc- 
tion to  the  original  left  flank  of  our  line.    There  are  no  additional  reports  of 
our  own  or  enemy  casualties.    CTF  52  states  that  2  of  the  coastal  guns  south  of 
TINIAN  TOWN  have  been  definitely  destroyed.    Unloading  progressed  satisfactorily 
during  the  past  24  hours  but  a  swell  developed  on  the  unloading  beaches  which  com- 
pelled temporary  cessation  of  unloading  operations  at  1800  (K)  on  the  28th, 

As  of  271800  (K)  a  total  of  21,036  Japanese  had  been  buried  on  SAIPAN.    Of  our 
casualties  on  SAIPAN  5,434  have  been  returned  to  duly.  v 
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No  additional  reports  on  resultB  of  photo  strikes  against  PALAU,  YAP,  and 
ULITHI  have  been  received  from  CTF  58;  Com7thFleet  reports  that  as  a  result  of  the 
fighter  sweep  by  TP  58  on  25  July  (K>  over  PALAU,  54  float  planes  and  El  land  planes 
were  destroyed,  and  that  only  6  enemy  aircraft  got  into  the  air. 

Com5thFleet  271127  reorganises  TP  58. 

On  28  July  (k)  TG  58.4  bombed  GUAM  and  ROTA.    CTF  53  has  requested  TG  58.4  to 
Btrongly  support  the  GUAM  action  on  morning  29  July  (K)  from  0600  to  0730  with 
maximum  number  of  aircraft. 

At  281400  (K)  3,000  feet  of  the  USHI  POINT  Airstrip  (TINIAN)  was  useable. 

CTG  12.2  (HOGGATT  BAY  with  4  DE's)  reports  another  enemy  submarine  definitely 
sunk  in  the  MARIANAS  Area, 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  26  July  bombed  PONAPE,  WOTJE,  and  JALUIT.  1 
reconnaissance  Ventura  bombed  NAURU  while  1  Navy  Liberator  flew  low  over  TRUK 
LAGOON  claiming  2  1,000- lb.  bomb  hits  on  an  AK  and  3  1,000- lb.  bombs  dropped  on  a 
group  of  LCT'e. 

BALAO  (SS  285)  reports  at  271430  GOT  2  downed  airmen  from  the  BUNKER  HILL 
rescued  off  PALAU. 

CABRILLA  (SS  288)(SWPA)  reports  attacking  a  convoy  in  the  SULU  SEA  on  16  and 
17  July  (K);  1  medium  AP  believed  sunk  with  2  hits  at  1700  on  the  16th;  at  0130 
on  the  17th  a  medium  AO  and  a  large  AK  were  sunk  and  a  large  AK  was  damaged. 

CinCPOA  authorizes  IsCom  SAIPAN  to  retain  723  Koreans  at  SAIPAN.    Status  of 
these  prisoners  to  be  determined  after  consultation  with  higher  authority, 

CINCEP  270603  (pink)  summarizes  results  of  bombardment  of  SABANG  on  25  July. 

In  the  AITAPE-WEWAK  Area  the  enemy  is  continuing  his  attempt  to  envelop  our 
right  flank  near  AFUAj  elsewhere  only  active  patrol  activity  is  reported.  Our 
medium  attack  and  fighter  bombers  dropped  37  tons  in  support,  striking  troop  con- 
centrations near  the  DRINIUMOR  and  HARECH  RIVERS  and  installations  at  WEWAK  where 
fires  were  started  in  supply  areas. 

On  27  July  (K)  24  B-24's  from  13th  AF  bombed  TOLEAI.    37  B-24's  operated  in 
the  HALMAHERA  Area  where  the  LOLOBATA,  MITI,  and  the  GALELA  Airdromes  were  hit. 
6  B-25's  attacked  AA  positions  in  southern  VOGELKOP,    P-39's  strafed  villages  in 
the  GEELVINK  BAY  Area.    C-47*s  flew  76  supply  missions  to  BIAK,  4  to  N0MFO0R,  and 
25  to  other  bases.    Air  neutralization  of  eastern  NEW  BRITAIN,  NEW  IRELAND,  and 
BOUGAINVILLE  continued. 
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No  additional  reports  have  been  received  of  land  action  on  GUAM  or  TINIAN. 

TG*s  58.2  and  58,4  will  rendezvous  west  of  SAIPAN  and  refuel  on  30  July  (K); 
other  two  TG'a  will  refuel  on  31  July  (K). 

During  night  27-28  July  (K)  night  fighters  (based  on  SAIPAN)  patrolled  over 
GUAM  and  SAIPAN.    On  the  28th  P-47's  (based  on  SAIPAN)  made  129  sorties  over  TIN IAN, 
bombing  and  strafing  enemy  troops,  coastal  gun  positions,  and  ammunition  and  supply 
dumps. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  27  July  bombed  JALUIT,  WOTJE,  and  TRUK.  One 
reconnaissance  Ventura  heckled  NAURU. 

DRUM  (SS  228)  and  BALAO  (SS  285),  operating  off  PALAU,  in  coordinated  gun  attack 
on  29  July  GCT,  each  sank  one  motor  sampan;  both  were  loaded  with  Jap  Marines. 

PERCH  (SS  313)  reports  1  small  trawler  sunk  with  gunfire  on  29  July  GCT  in 
vicinity  of  10-40  N,  125-51  E  (E  of  SIARGAO  STRAIT) • 

CERO  (SS  225)  reports  sighting  NATURI  Class  CL  at  290830  GCT  off  CAPE  SAN 
AUGUSTTN,  course  080,  speed  27, 

CREVALLE  (SS  29l)(SWPA)  reports  2  hits  in  naval  auxiliary  in  northbound  convoy 
off  CAPE  BOLINAO  (W  Coast  LUZON)  at  280930  GCT. 

Joint  Staff  Planners  (Washington,  D.C.)  271956  (pink)  requests  views  on  meeting 
target  date  15  November  for  LEYTE  ISLAND  by  by-passing  objectives  or  by  compressing 
intervals  between  presently  contemplated  operations.    Expresses  belief  that  1  December 
is  latest  acceptable  target  date  for  LEYTE  ISLAND. 

In  the  AITAPE-rtEWAK  Area  there  was  active  patrolling  only  by  our  ground  troopg 
in  the  DRINIUMOR  RIVER  VALLEY.    Medium  bombers  dropped  44  tons  of  bombs  on  enemy 
positions  S  of  YAKAMUL,  while  air  and  naval  patrols  attacked  supply  and  defense 
areas  eastward  to  WEWAK. 

On  28  July  (K)  B-24's  from  13th  AF  bombed  WOLEAI;  600  100- lb,  bombs  were  drop- 
ped on  the  runway  and  revetment  areas,  on  taxiways,  and  on  supply  areas.    36  B-24*s 
on  the  28th  hit  MANOKWARI  Airdrome  with  32  tons.    24  A-20's  attacked  enemy  bivouac 
areas  in  the  vicinity  of  BABO;  other  A-20's  conducted  a  shipping  strike  along  S. 
VOGELKOP.    Fighter  bombers  strafed  villages  along  the  GEELVINK  BAY  shore.  C-47»s 
flew  71  supply  missions  to  forward  bases  including  60  to  BIAK. 

150  sorties  were  flown  in  continuing  air  neutralisation  and  blockade  of  eastern 
NEW  BRITAIN,  NEW  IRELAND,  and  BOUGAINVILLE,    Minor  strikes  were  made  against  AMBON 
and  TIMOR. 


29  July  1944  (Oahu  date) 


On  GUAM,  capture  of  OROTE  PENINSULA  was  completed  on  afternoon  29  July  (k);  a 
naval  patrol  roamed  the  harbor  on  night  28-29  July,  preventing  Jape  swimming  across 
harbor  to  the  mainland.  The  port  and  airfield  programs  are  now  in  full  swing.  Else- 
where on  GUAM,  our  front  lines  remain  unchanged,  activity  being  limited  to  patrolling; 
patrols  are  reaching  out  to  a  distance  of  2500  yards  along  the  entire  front  and  are 
meeting  few  enemy.  One  patrol  reached  the  E  central  shore  without  encountering  the 
enemy.    Much  enemy  materiel  has  been  captured  or  destroyed;  this  includes  37  75-mm 
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guns,  20  5  or  6-inch  guns,  and.  15  8-inch  guns;  28  Jap  tanks  have  been  destroyed,  with 
6  others  probably  destroyed.    Captured  motor  vehicles  are  being  put  to  good  use, 
assisted  by  50,000  gallons  of  captured  gasoline.    Our  casualties  as  of  291600  (K) 
(probably  incomplete) :  KIA,  918;  WIA,  4380;  MIA,  324.    No  count  yet  of  additional 
enemy  dead. 

On  SO  July  (K)  our  GUM  ground  forces  limited  their  activity  to  patrolling, 
mopping  up,  and  preparing  for  resumption  of  the  attack  at  0630  (K)  31  July;  this  at- 
tack starts  the  second  phase  of  the  GUAM  Operation,    The  attack  will  be  launched  from 
present  positions  with  3rd  MarDiv  on  left  (R),  and  77th  Inf.  Div.  on  right  (s);  direc- 
tion of  attack  will  be  to  the  E.    1st  Mar.  Prov.  Brig,  will  relieve  77th  Inf.  Div.  of 
defense  of  Final  Beachhead  Line  in  southern  area.    Patrols  which  reached  the  E  shore 
at  TOGCHA  BAY  and  YLIG  BAY  reported  no  enemy  contacts. 

Our  GUAM  casualties  to  date  (probably  as  of  1800  (K)  29  July) t 


UNIT 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

3rd  MarDiv 

655 

2650 

138 

3343 

77th  Inf .Div. 

51 

277 

1 

329 

1st  Prov. Brig. 

331 

1739 

150 

2220 

Corps  Arty 

4 

16 

20 

Garrison  Trps 

7 

27 

1 

35 

TOTAL 

-§46* 

4709 

■594T 

4543  enemy  dead  have  been  counted;  44  prisoners  have  been  taken, 
our  lines  during  the  day;  their  condition  was  good. 


100  Chamorros  entered 


1  TBF  landed  on  the  0R0TE  Airfield  on  the  afternoon  of  30  July  (K),  and  took  off. 
Pilot  reported  field  satisfactory,  except  that  heavily  loaded  planes  might  have  diffi- 
culty in  taking  off. 

Our  ground  troops  on  TIN IAN  resumed  the  attack  at  290700  (K),  with  rapid  progress 
on  right  flank,  and  Bomewhat  slower  progress  on  left  flank;  opposition  is  increasing. 
Indications  are  that  the  enemy  main  strength  has  been  withdrawn  to  southern  end  of 
the  island.    As  of  1800  (K)  on  the  29th,  our  line  extended  from  W  shore  to  E  shore, 
averaging  1500  to  2000  yards  in  advance  of  line  established  on  the  28th;  the  right 
(west)  flank  is  now  1300  yards  N  of  TIN  IAN  TOWN.     Our  casualties  as  of  281800  (K) » 
KIA,  163;  WIA,  512;  MIA,  37.    There  is  no  recent  report  on  enemy  casualties.  Swells 
prevented  all  unloading  on  the  29th  except  by  DUKWs  and  LCMs.    1  LST,  attempting  to 
dock,  broached;  salvage  operations  are  in  progress. 

At  0745  (K)  30  July  our  TIN IAN  forces  resumed  the  attack  and  advanced  rapidly 
against  increasing  opposition,  with  4th  MarDiv  capturing  TINIAN  TOWN  during  the  after- 
noon.   Prisoner  of  war  reports  southern  tip  of  TINIAN  cluttered  by  enemy  dead.  Our 
front  line  was  advanced  approximately  2500  yards  all  along  the  front;  it  extends  from 
a  point  on  the  W  shore  400  yards  S  of  TINIAN  TOWN,  thence  HE  to  a  point  on  the  E  shore 
line  2800  yards  S  of  MASAL0G  POINT.    Heavy  swell  on  landing  beaches  still  hinders  un- 
loading, but  despite  this,  good  progress  with  DUKWs  and  LVTs  has  prevented  supply 
situation  from  becoming  critical.      Casualty  evacuation  by  aircraft  from  USRI  POINT 
is  underway.    Minesweeping  continues  in  ASIGA  BAY  where  16  moored  mines  have  been 
destroyed.    Salvage  operations  on  LST  340  (broached  on  29th)  are  continuing,  but 
prospects  are  not  good.    Our  casualties  as  of  1800  (K)  29  Julyj  KIA,  124;  WIA,  594; 
MIA,  33.    POW's  as  of  same  time  and  date:  181;  494  civilians  have  been  interned. 
There  is  no  recent  report  on  enemy  casualties.    The  attack  on  31  July  (K)  will  be 
supported  by  heavy  naval  gunfire,  aircraft,  and  artillery  support. 
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29  July  (Oahu  date  -  Cont'd) 


TG  58,2,  having  refueled  on  30  July  (k)#  proceeds  to  ENIWETOK  on  31  July  (K). 
TG  58.4  returns  to  the  MARIANAS  Area  to  continue  support  of  our  land  operations  on 
GUAM  and  TIN IAN.    TGs  58.1  and  58.3  which  refuel  on  31  July  (k)  will  proceed  on  1 
August  (K)  to  conduct  strikes  against  IWO  JXMA  and  CHICHI  JMA  on  the  4th,  5th,  and  6th. 

On  29  July  (K)  TG  58.4  dropped  18  tons  of  bombs  in  support  of  our  ground  troops 
on  GUAM.    A  squadron  of  B-25's  (which  arrived  at  S A IRAN  a  few  days  ago)  operated 
against  TINIAN  in  support  of  our  ground  forces;  P-47's  also  supported  the  T ITI I AH 


As  yet  no  report  on  the  S ANSA? OR  Operation  has  been  received. 
CTF  57  260240  summarizes  operations  21-25  July. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  28  July  bombed  Y/OTJE  and  JALUIT.    Heckling  strikes 
were  made  by  2  Navy  Landcate  against  TAROA  and  MILLE.    Two  Navy  Liberators  conducted 
a  shipping  strike  in  the  TRIK  LAGOON  where  4  small  craft  were  strafed. 

In  the  AITAPE-WEWAK  Area  the  situation  in  the  DRINIUMOR  VALLEY  is  generally 
quiet  with  our  patrols  and  artillery  continuing  to  inflict  casualties  upon  the  enemy. 
The  count  of  enemy  dead  in  the  APUA  TRACK  Area  is  steadily  mounting.    Our  medium  and 
light  bombers  in  support  of  ground  forces  attacked  supply  dumps  and  communication 
routes  from  the  HARECH  RIVER  to  WEWAK  expending  over  37  tons  of  bombs.    Air  and  naval 
patrol b  along  the  coast  destroyed  2  fuel-laden  barges  and  damaged  others. 

On  28  July  (K)  10  B-24's  struck  BOELA  where  fires  were  started  among  installa- 
tions and  in  dispersal  areas.    Also  on  the  28th,  7  B-24's  bombed  MOEMI  drome,  and  4 
others  hit  the  AAOAN  and  OTAWARI  dromes.    On  the  29th  (K)  24  B-24's  heavily  attacked 
WOLEAI,  while  6  others  bombed  PINGELAP.    On  the  30th,  B-24's  again  hit  WGLEAI,  dropping 
110  100-lb.  bombs  on  supply  areas.    Heavy  bombers  struck  the  UTAROM  (W  NEW  GUINEA)  dis- 
persal area,  starting  several  large  fires.    4  B-25's  bombed  and  strafed  villages  along 
E  coast  of  M0R0TA1  ISLAND;  4  others  destroyed  buildings  and  an  oil  derrick  at  CAPE 
KARAKRA  (McCLUER  GULF);  9  others  made  shipping  strikes  in  the  VOGELKOP  Area.  C-47*s 
flew  68  supply  missions  to  BIAK,  4  to  NQEMFQOR ,  and  6  to  other  forward  bases.  There 
was  a  continuation  of  air  neutralization  and  blockade  of  E  NEW  BRITAIN,  NEW  IRELAND, 
and  BOUGAINVILLE.  . 


30  July  (Oahu  date)  ^ 
There  are  no  additional  reports  on  the  MARIANAS  Operation. 

Com7thFlt  reports  that  SWP  forces  made  unopposed  landing  at  SANSAPOR  on  30  July 
(E  Longitude  date)  and  that  operation  is  proceeding  according  to  plan. 

The  OROTE  Airfield  will  be  ready  for  operation  on  4  August  (K) . 

On  29  July  25  B-24's  (under  CTF  59)  hit  ETAN  airfield,  and  bombed  the  town  and 
waterfront  areas  on  DUBLON  ISLAND;  74g-  tons  were  dropped;  of  4  to  7  Jap  interceptors, 
1  was  destroyed,  1  probably  destroyed,  and  2  damaged;  4  of  our  planes  were  damaged, 
3  by  AA  fire,  and  1  by  enemy  fighter, 

HAMMERHEAD  (SS  364),  operating  LUZON  STRAIT,  reports  sinking  8600-ton  passenger 
freighter  and  damaging  or  sinking  2  small  AK's.  Sank  with  gunfire  80-ton  Sampan  patrol 


operation 


craft. 
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BASHATF  (SS  241)(SWPA)  summarises  2nd  war  patrolj  1  medium  AP  damaged  by  1  hit, 
possibly  2  others,  at  250224    OCT  June  in  vicinity  of  TAIAUD  ISLAND. 


In  the  AITAPE-WEWAK  Area  active  patrolling  continues  along  the  DRINIUliOR  Line. 
Ground  forces  continue  to  mop  up  scattered  enemy  parties  west  of  the  river.  Cumulative 
reports  from  front  line  units  list  a  further  1,386  known  enemy  dead  in  the  area*  total 
enemy  casualties  to  date  are  3,951  killed  and  54  captured.    Medium  units,  attack  planes 
and  fighter  bombers  in  support  of  ground  troops  dropped  55  tons  on  enemy  concentrations 
south  of  YAKAMUL  and  supply  lines  eastward  to  WEWAK.    Air  and  naval  patrols  damaged 
two  barges  and  wrecked  several  motor  vehicles. 

On  30  July  (K)  B-24's  hit  BOELA  (CERAM)  for  the  third  straight  day,  with  results 
unreported.    12  P-39's  hit  barge  traffic  and  bombed  IDORE  VILLAGE  in  GEELVINK  BAY  area; 
other  P-39's  strafed  enemy  concentrations  at  SAORI  VILIAGE  on  E  ooast  of  BIAK  ISLAND. 
6  A-20's,  1  B-25,  and  10  P-47's  hit  targets  in  the  VOGELKOP  Area,    Air  neutralization 
and  blockade  of  E  NEW  BRITAIN,  NEW  IRELAND,  and  BOUGAINVILLE  continued. 

On  29  July  2  PV's  from  FAW  4  made  an  armed  reconnaissance  over  the  KURILES;  1  PV 
over  S  PARAMUSHIRU,  the  other  over  SHMUSHU.  (jM^* 


31  July  {Oahu  date) 

Our  GUAM  assault  forces  on  31  July  (K)  carried  out  their  attack  as  planned, 
and  by  1800(K)  had  cut  completely  across  the  island  to  PAGO  POINT,  meeting  practically 
no  opposition;  our  line  extends  from  PAGO  POINT,  thence  TJW  and  N  to  the  N  shore  line 
at  a  point  about  1400  yards  E  of  AGANA.    Patrols  operating  through  southern  half  of 
the  island  have  encountered  only  small  scattered  enemy  patrols  or  stragglers.  Naval 
gunfire  support  groupB  are  now  operating  on  both  sides  of  the  island.    No  recent 
report  of  our  casualties  has  been  received.     6,205  enemy  dead  have  been  counted.  701 
civilians  entered  our  lines  during  the  day;  775  are  now  being  cared  for. 

At  0700 (K)  1  August  our  GUAM  assault  forces  resumed  the  attack  toward  the 
north,  with  no  opposition.    As  of  1200  our  line  had  advanced  all  along  the  front;  the 
left  (N)  flank  was  advanced  300  yards,  and  the  right  (E)  flank  1000  yards.  Our 
patrols  operate  well  to  the  front,    77th  Div  artillery  (less  1  bn. )  will  move  to 
PAGO  BAY  area  during  the  afternoon.    Unloading  in  APRA  HARBOR  was  begun;  PITI  BEACH 
was  being  used. 

By  1800(K)  1  August  our  lines  had  made  a  further  advance;  the  left  (N)  flank 
advanced  900  yards,  and  the  right  (E)  flank  advanced  4200  yards;  the  total  advance 
for  the  day  was  1200  yards  on  the  left  (N)  and  5200  yards  on  the  right  (E).  Mopping 
up  on  OROTE  PENINSULA  was  completed,  and  is  now  in  progress  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  island.     6773  enemy  dead  have  been  buried.     1900  additional  Chamorros  sought 
safety  within  our  lines.    Large  concentrations  of  enemy  reported  and  observed  in  the 
SANTA  ROSA  area  (NE  section  of  island),     Chamorro  report  indicates  from  10,000  to 
12,000  enemy  in  that  area  and  badly  demoralized.    They  are  being  hit  by  naval  gunfire 
and  naval  bombing. 

Our  TINIAN  assault  forces  resumed  the  attack  at  0830  (?)  31  July;  the  attack 
was  preceded  by  2tt  hours  of  naval  gunfire  and  air  preparation;  the  advance  was  slow 
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against  moderate  opposition  and  extremely  difficult  terrain.    By  1800(K)  a  general 
advance  of  about  2000  yards  had  been  made.    Enemy  troops  (estimated  by  a  POW  as 
2600  effectives  remaining)  are  reported  dug  in  along  the  high  ground  which  faces 
our  front  line,  and  are  possibly  preparing  for  a  counterattack.    Unloading  diffi- 
culty continues,  owing  to  the  swell  condition.    Sweeping  of  close  approaches  to 
T INI AN  HARBOR  found  no  mines.    There  are  many  mines  on  landing  beaches.    As  of 
1800(K)  31  July  our  casualties:    KIA,  140;  WIA,  632;  MIA,  31.    Enemy  casualties 
reported  as  2800  killed.    909  civilians  have  been  interned. 

On  TIN IAN  during  night  31  July--1  August  (K)  the  enemy  made  numerous  small 
counterattacks  along  the  left  (E)  of  our  lines;  an  estimated  300  Japs  were  killed. 
Progress  throughout  the  day  was  satisfactory  against  light  to  moderate  resistance 
and  difficult  terrain.    Weather  forced  stoppage  of  all  unloading  on  the  two  north- 
ern beaches  (original  landing  beaches)!  but  the  supply  situation  remains  satisfac- 
tory.   LCT's  commenced  unloading  on  beaches  at  pier  and  on  beaches  in  T INI AN  TOWN 
during  the  afternoon.    General  unloading  of  garrison  force  will  start  on  the  2nd. 
Clearing  of  large  number  of  hulks  from  beaches  and  piers  inside  harbor  has  been 
started.    Mine sweeping  of  harbor  completed  with  negative  results.    Harbor  provides 
excellent  anchorage  for  small  craft,  including  LCT*s  and  probably  LST's. 

Our  TIN IAN  front  line  extends  from  SW  shoreline  (900  yards  NW  of  LALO  POINT) 
to  NE  shoreline  (2000  yards  N  of  MARGO  POINT) ,  being  from  200  to  300  yards  from 
the  S  and  SE  shoreline.    Our  casualties i    KIA,  172;  WIA,  904;  MIA,  31.    1980  of 
the  enemy  have  been  buried  to  date,  with  many  remaining  unburied.    2272  civilians 
have  been  interned. 

Unfavorable  weather  has  interfered  wvbh^rearming  of  TO  58.1,  and  may  delay 
the  scheduled  strikes  against  IWO  JIMA^on  August  4,  5,  and  6  (K). 

TG  58.4  continued  with  support  of  GUAM  forces  on  1  August  (K).  38  sorties 
were  sent  over  target  area  on  call  strikes,  and  9.5  tons  of  bombs  and  28  rockets 
were  expended. 

13  C-47's  are  now  available  on  ISLEY  FIELD  (SAIPAN)  for  supply  missions.  2 
trips  will  be  made  daily  to  TINIAN,  and  later  to  GUAM  when  the  fields  are  operable 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  30  July  sent  3  B-24*s  against  TRUK  Atoll. 
Heckling  operations  were  directed  against  TAROA,  JALUIT,  and  MILLE;  weather  hamper 
ed  operations.     JALUIT  was  also  hit  by  2  B-25*s  in  a  low-level  attack.    12  other 
B-26*s  bombed  PONAPE. 

MINGO  (SS  26l)(SWPA)  summarizes  4th  war  patrol;  sank  fleet  type  1700- ton  DD 
on  3  July  with  3  hits  in  area  120  miles  WSW  from  MANILA  BAY. 

PERMIT  (SS  178)  reports  at  010945  GOT  August  one  800-ton  AX  sunk  off  YAP 
with  1  torpedo  set  at  5  feet. 

7500  troops  of  1st  U.S.  Inf  landed  at  SANSAPOR  on  morning  30  July  (K).  By 
h/3  hours  all  D-Day  objectives  had  been  attained;  20  minutes  later  the  command 
post  was  established  ashore.    Close  support  was  provided  by  1  CA,  2  CL*s,  and  9  DDs 
CinC  SWPA  comments  on  this  operation: 
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"We  have  seized  the  coastal  area  of  SANSAPOR,  and  the  nearby  islands  of  AMSTERDAM 
and  MIDDLEBURG,  at  the  western  tip  of  DUTCH  NEW  GUINEA,  nearly  two  hundred  miles 
beyond  NOEMFOOR  and  slightly  more  than  six  hundred  miles  southeast  of  the  PHILIP- 
PINES.   The  movement  was  undetected  by  the  enemy  and  little  opposition  has  as  yet 
developed.    The  operation  was  an  amphibious  one,  the  ground  troops  acting  in  co- 
ordination with  naval  and  air  forces.    The  enemy  base  at  MANOKWARI,  the  pivot  of 
the  defenses  of  the  VOGELKOP  PENINSULA  is  now  bypassed  and  useless.    Its  garrison 
fifteen  thousand  strong,  composed  of  elements  of  the  35  division,  base  and  service 
troops,  commanded  by  Lt.  General  Ikeda,  is  now  isolated  with  its  only  possible 
escape  route  to  the  south  over  hazardous  terrain  of  swamp  and  jungle.    Our  air 
bases  are  now  established  from  MILNE  BAY  along  the  entire  coast  of  NEW  GUINEA. 
The  enemy  is  no  longer  able  to  operate  in  this  area,  either  by  air  or  sea,  beyond 
the  HALMAHERA-PHILIPPIWE  line  which  is  the  main  defense  cover  for  his  conquered 
empire  in  the  southwest  Pacific.    Should  thiB  line  go,  all  of  his  conquests  south 
of  CHINA  will  be  imperiled  and  in  grave  danger  of  flank  envelopment." 

In  the  DRINIUMOR  Valley  the  situation  remains  unchanged.    Our  attack  planes 
and  light  bombers  struck  bivouaos  and  supply  depots  to  the  east  starting  fires. 
Air  and  naval  patrols  harassed  coastal  traffic  destroying  3  barges,  damaging 
others  and  wrecking  trucks. 

On  30  July  (K)  2  enemy  bombers  attacked  NOEMFOOR;  damage  was  minor. 

On  31  July  (K)  11  B-24s  from  13th  AP  hit  W0LEAI  with  84  500- lb  bombs,  and 
20  100-lb  bombs;  50$  of  bombs  reported  in  target  areaB.    Navy  bombers  struok 
GALELA  dispersal  areas,  destroying  several  enemy  planes  and  damaging  others.  P-39s 
bombed  and  strafed  PEGUN  VILLAGE  on  MAPIA  ISLAND;  others  attacked  MIOS  wharf  on 
GEELVINK  BAY.     2  B-24b  damaged  the  BOELA  airfield.    PB4Ys  attacked  shipping  in  the 
HAMIAHERA- TALAUD  ISLAND  area.    C-47s  completed  27  supply  missions,  including  21 
to  BIAK  and  1  to  NOEMFOOR.  (!)  M  . 


1  August  (Oahu  date) 

On  2  August  (K)  our  GUAM  assault  forces  made  a  substantial  advance  all  along 
the  front,  averaging  about  2400  yards.    Enemy  resistance  in  the  BARRIGADA  Area 
was  quickly  overcome.    Our  line  extends  from  E  edge  of  TUMON  (6000  yds.  NE  of 
AGANA),  thence  S  and  SE  to  the  shore  line  at  a  point  2600  yards  NE  of  FABIAN  POINT; 
this  places  the  TIYAN  Airfield  in  our  possession.    CTF  53  considers  that  PHASE  I 
(securing  Final  Beachhead  Line)  and  PHASE  III  (occupation  of  southern  part  of  the 
island)  are  now  complete.    Heavy  swells  continue  to  hinder  unloading,  but  it  goes 
forward  in  the  harbor,  the  development  of  which  is  progressing  according  to  sched- 
ule.   Our  casualties  to  date:    KIA,  1022;  WIA,  4946;  MIA,  305.    7419  enemy  dead 
have  been  counted. 

CTF  52  announced  that  all  organized  resistance  on  TINIAN  ceased  at  1855  (k) 
1  August,  but  that  mopping  up  continues.    On  the  2nd  our  troops  were  engaged  in 
mopping  up  enemy  pockets,  and  cleaning  out  caves  and  ravines  on  southern  tip  of 
TINIAN.    The  public  address  system  was  proving  effective  in  inducing  civilians  to 
come  out  of  hiding;  a  captured  census  reveals  16,030  civilians  on  the  island  in 
April.    Thus  far,  2468  civilians  have  been  interned.    Total  enemy  dead,  as  of 
1800 (K)  1  Augu  at,  estimated  as  4858;  2075  have  been  buried.    Our  own  casualties 
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as  of  1800(K)  2  August:  KIA,  208;  WIA,  1121;  MIA,  32.    The  weather  continues  un- 
satisfactory for  unloading  over  exposed  beaches,    Minesweeping  continues  inside 
the  200-fathom  curve;  completion  estimated  by  2  August  (K)»2000  garrison  personnel 
put  ashore  from  AP's  off  TIN  IAN  TOViW  by  use  of  LCT's, 

CTF  52  reports  that  mopping  up  of  SAIPAN  continues,  and  that  during  the  past 
24  hours  Ending  at  1800 (K)  2  August)  147  Jap  soldierB  had  been  killed.    Since  the 
cessation  of  organized  enemy  resistance  on  9  July  (k)  an  average  of  SO  Japs  had 
been  killed  each  day.     Intensive  clean  up  operations  are  now  in  progress,  and  are 
expected  to  clear  up  all  remnants  of  the  A*wfre>\e-w.^  . 

On  1  August  (£)  50  planes  were  used  to  batter  the  enemy  forces  in  the  MT. 
SANTA  ROSA  Area.    On  the  2nd  TG  58.4  flew  32  sorties  against  GUAM;  12  tons  of 
bombs  and  47  rockets  were  expended. 

CTF  51  directs  that  beginning  on  3  August  (K)  land  planes  (less  heavy  bomber 
groups)  on  SAIPAN  under  CTF  59  will:  (a)  Provide  day  fighter  cover  for  forces  at 
SAIPAN  and  TIN IAN;  (b)  Provide  night  fighter  cover  for  forces  at  SAIPAN,  TINIAN, 
and  GUAM;  (C)  Neutralize  enemy  air  bases  on  PAGAN  and  ROTA  as  directed  by  CTF  59 
(ADVON);  (D)  Support  our  troop  operations  and  provide  photo  missions  on  GUM  under 
local  control  of  CTF  53;  (E)  Provide  logistic  support  and  carriage  of  personnel 
and  freight  hetween  SAIPAN,  TINIAN,  and  GUAM. 

The  ROTA  airfield  remains  inoperable. 

TG  58.1  and  TG  58.3  are  enroute  to  EONINS;  strikes  will  probably  be  one 
day  later  than  originally  scheduled, 

OROTE  airfield  has  5000  feet  of  runway  in  usable  condition. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  31  July  heavily  bombed  TRIK  and  NAURU.  1 
Navy  landcat  harrassed  HILLE  and  JALU1T.  4  PV's  bombed  MILLE,  while  2  medium 
bombers  hit  TOTJE. 

Lieutenant  General  RICHARDSON  aBsuned  duties  of  CCMGENPOA  on  1  August. 

STEELHEAD  (SS  280)  and  PARCHE  (SS  384)  made  coordinated  attack  on  S-bound 
convoy  at  301912  GCT  June  in  position  19-02  N,  120-56  E  (off  N  Coast  of  LUZON). 
STEELHEAD  sank  1  AK,  and  damaged  1  AO,  1  AP,  and  1  AK.    PARCHE  sank  1  AP,  2  AO's, 
and  1  AP  or  1  AK. 

PADDLE  (SS  263)(SWPA)  summarizes  4th  war  patrol.    Operating  CELEBES  SEA  - 
DAVAO  GULF  Area,  sank  1  DD  MITTEKAZE  Class  and  damaged  1  7500-ton  AK. 

Our  forces  'are  expanding  their  positions  in  the  SANSAPOR  Area  where  we  now 
control  10  miles  of  coast  line. 

Our  ground  forces  in  the  lower  DRINHJMOR  VALLEY  have  crossed  the  river  on  a 
two  and  a  half  mile  front  and  are  driving  eastward  through  the  jungle.    An  earlier 
night  clash  is  reported  in  the  AFUA  Sector  while  an  additional  409  enemy  dead  have 
been  counted.    Our  medium,  attack,  and  light  bombers  expended  35  tons  on  rear  areas 
bombing  troop  concentrations  and  supply  lines  as  far  east  as  the  SEPDC  RIVER.  Air 
patrols  and  light  naval  units  destroyed  9  trucks. 
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On  1  August  (K)  11  B-24's  bombed  WOLEAI.    NAMLEA  was  hit  by  15  B-24's. 
Strikes  were  made  against  CERAM  (11  B-24»s)  and  FLORES  ISLAND  (25  B-25»s).     1  B-24 
heckled  PALAU.    Meditim  bombers  attacked  targets  in  the  VOGELKOP  Area.    C-47's  flew 
76  supply  missions  to  forward  bases,  including  50  to  3IAK.    Air  neutralization 
and  blockade  of  E  HEW  BRITAIN,  NEW  IRELAND,  and  BOUGAINVILLE  continued. 

On  night  31  July  -  1  August  (K)  2  enemy  bombers  dropped  10  to  12  bombs  on 
OWI  ISLAND,  killing  9  and  wounding  15.  , 


On  3  August  (K)  our  TIN IAN  troops  conducted  mopping  up  operations  against 
scattered  enemy  groups  in  caves  and  ravines.     Improved  weather  conditions  per- 
mitted effective  unloading  operations.    Formal  flag-raising  ceremony  held  at 
1500  (K)  3  August.    Re embarkation  of  assault  units  for  return  commences  4  August 
(K)*    Latest  estimate  of  enemy  dead  is  5,334;  2,683  have  been  buried;  increasing 
numbers  are  reported  committing  suicide.    53  Prisoners  have  been  taken.  Our 
troopB  report  numerous  cases  of  Jap  military  refusing  to  permit  surrender  of 
civilians,  and  several  cases  in  which  civilians  have  been  killed  by  troops, 
rather  than  permit  their  surrender.    3,973  civilians  have  been  interned.  POW 
reports  indicate  that  both  Vice  Admiral  KAKUTA  (Com  1st  Air  Fit)  and  Colonel 
OGATA  (Regimental  Commander)  were  killed  by  artillery  fire  on  24    July  (X). 
As  of  1800  (K)  3  August  our  casualties:  KIA,  235;  WIA,  1310;  MIA,  27, 

Our  GUAM  forces  on  3  August  (K)  advanced  nearly  2  miles  all  along  the  front, 
bringing  the  important  road  junction  of  FINEGAYAN  within  our  lines,    3d  MarDiv 
began  to  encounter  resistance;  77th  InfDiv  advanced  against  increasing  resistance. 
OROTE  Airfield  is  now  suitable  for  all  type  planes;  land  plane  shuttle  service 
with  SAIPAN  has  been  instituted.    Swells  are  subsiding,  and  unloading  has  acceler- 
ated.   Our  casualties  to  datei  KIA,  1058;  WIA,  5066;  MIA,  306.    Enemy  dead 
counted,  7,893;  POW' s,  68.    7,000  civilians  now  being  cared  for  within  our  lines. 

IsCom  SAIPAN  reports  that  successful  mopping  up  operations  continue  on 
SAIPAN.    The  27th  InfDiv  is  sweeping  the  area  NE  of  an  E-W  line  through  GARAPAN. 
For  the  24-hour  period  ending  1800  (K)  2  August  145  Jap  soldiers  were  killed 
(previously  reported);  during  the  same  period  6  prisoners  were  taken,  40  civilians 
were  killed  and  51  were  interned. 

CTF  58  reports  that  strike  against  BONINS  will  adhere  to  original  schedule 
(4,5,6  Aug.  (K) ) . 

On  2  August  (K)  shore  based  aircraft  (from  SAIPAN)  hit  PAGAN  with  unreported 
results.    On  the  3rd  TG  58.4  hit  GUAM  in  support  of  our  ground  troops j  areas  at- 
tacked were  SW  of  MT.  SANTA  ROSA,  and  in  the  NE  tip  of  the  island;  19  tons  of 
bombs  and  77  rockets  were  expended. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  1  August  attacked  PONAPE,  WOTJE,  TAROA,  and 


TARPON  (SS  175),  operating  off  TRUK,  reports  at  030950  GCT  1  fishing  boat 
probably  sunk  and  3  patrol  boats  damaged,  all  by  gunfire. 


2  August  (Oahu  date) 
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BONEFISH  (SS  223)(SWPA)  operating  SULU  SEA  reports  1  tanker  sunk  at  300100 
GOT  June. 

Our  ground  forces  at  SANSAPOR  are  expanding  and  consolidating  their  positions, 
12  enemy  have  been  killed.    Medium  bombers  attacked  BIRA  VILLAGE  on  the  northern 
shore  of  MACCLUER  GULF,  and  sank  2  coastal  vessels  at  islands  off  the  western 
coast. 

Mopping  up  operations  continue  on  BL^C  and  N0EJIF00R. 

Another  enemy  attempt  to  turn  our  AFTJA  flank  has  been  repulsed  while  our 
forces  in  the  coastal  sector  cleared  the  area  one  mil©  east  of  the  DRINIUMOR  RIVER. 
Enemy  casualties  in  all  sectors  were  heavy.    Medium  and  light  bombers  continue 
to  disrupt  the  enemy  lines  of  communication  attacking  bivouacs,  supply  dumps, 
and  coastal  installations.    Light  naval  units  shelled  bivouacs  and  sank  or  damaged 
four  barges. 

On  2  August  (K)  19  B-24's  hit  YAP  Airdrome  with  535  100-lb.  bombs  ;  excellent 
results  were  reported;  2  planes  were  believed  destroyed  on  the  runway  and  2  in 
revetmentsj  20  unidentified  planes  were  observed  on  the  ground;  there  was  no 
interception.    24  A-20's  bombed  NAB I RE.    2  B-25»s  made  a  shipping  strike  at  CERAM. 
C-47*b  flew  76  supply  missions  including  60  to  BIAK. 


3  August  (Oahu  date)   ■"*""" 

Our  GUAM  assault  forces  on  4  August  (K)  continued  the  attack  to  the  north. 
Progress  was  slight  on  left  (w)  of  line,  but  furthered  our  control  of  road  junc- 
tions around  FINEGAYAN.    The  right  of  our  line  advanced  1200  yards  against  light 
opposition.    The  farthest  advance  -  2800  yards  -  was  made  in  the  center  of  the 
zone  of  action.    Garrison  aircraft  of  Marine  Air  Group  21  landed  on  OROTE  FIELD 
from  the  SANTEE  (CVE)  which  then  entered  the  harbor  to  discharge  personnel  and 
equipment.    Unloading  has  accelerated  owing  to  better  sea  conditions;  the  harbor 
is  being  worked  to  limit  of  its  present  capacity  which  is  being  expanded  as  rapidly 
as  possible.    Our  casualties  to  date:  KIA,  1091;  WIA,  5211;  MIA,  315.    7945  enemy 
dead  have  been  counted;  71  prisoners  have  been  taken. 

Our  troops  on  TINIAN  on  4  August  (K)  were  still  engaged  in  mopping  up  opera- 
tions.   Enemy  troops  are  reported  changing  into  civilian  clothing  and  mingling 
with  civilians.    Plans  are  progressing  for  withdrawal  and  rehabilitation  of  as- 
sault troops.    Unloading  was  satisfactory  during  the  day  with  a  pontoon  causeway 
being  installed;  an  LST  docked  at  the  causeway  during  the  afternoon.    Our  casual- 
ties to  date:  KIA,  262;  WIA,  1399;  MIA,  25.    An  estimated  5734  of  the  enemy  have 
been  killed.     7964  civilians  have  boon  interned. 

On  SAIPAN  final  mopping  up  oontinues  with  168  enemy  troops  killed  and  an 
additional  91  captured  during  the  24-hour  period  ending  at  1800  (K)  4  August. 

TG  58.4  on  4  August  (K)  supported  our  ground  forces  on  GUAM  concentrating 
against  targets  in  the  northern  part  of  the  island.  33  sorties  were  flown  and 
10.6  tons  of  bombs  and  76  rockets  were  expended;  numerous  targets  were  strafed, 

CenPac  Shore  based  aircraft  on  2  August  hit  NAURU  with  3  Venturas.    3  land- 
cats  harassed  TAROA,  V/OTJE,  and  MILLE. 
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SHARK  (SS  314)  on  lifeguard  station  N  of  IWO  JIMA  reports  at  040741  GCT 
the  rescue  of  pilot  and  radioman  of  LEXINGTON  Air  Group. 

GATO  (SS  218)  reported  4  AK,  4  escort  convoy  position  27-40  N,  141-48  E 
(40  miles  NW  of  CHICHI  JIMA)  course  300,  speed  6,  was  being  attacked  by  our  planes 
at  040445  GCT;  1  damaged  ship  was  streaming  oil.    At  041230  GCT  GATO  reported  that 
this  convoy  was  being  well  taken  care  of  by  our  planes  and  surface  force. 

Our  ground  forces  at  SANSAPOR  report  an  entire  group  surrender  of  92  of  the 
enemy,  bringing  the  total  number  of  prisoners  to  126. 

In  the  A IT APE-WEWAK  Area  4  separate  enemy  attacks  on  our  AFUA  flank  positions 
have  failed.    Point-blank  artillery,  mortar  and  machinegun  fire  was  followed  by 
conseoutive  waves  of  enemy  in  suicidal  charges  on  a  narrow  front  attempting  to 
penetrate  our  position.    Heavy  casualties  were  inflicted  with  an  additional  602 
enemy  dead  buried  by  our  troops  and  the  entire  battle  area  littered  with  abandoned 
and  uncounted  enemy  bodies.    Our  medium  and  light  bombers,  continuing  the  daily 
destruction  of  enemy  rear  areas,  dropped  46  tons  of  bombs  on  bivouacs,  supply 
dumps  and  assembly  sectors.    Natives  report  enemy  casualties  and  damage  in  hiB 
rear  to  be  assuming  alarming  proportions . 

CinC  SWPA  reports  enemy  killed  to  dates  at  H0EMF00R,  970;  at  BIAK,  3851;  at 
WAKDE,  3252;  at  HOLLAND IA,  3650.    At  the  above  places  1330  captives  have  been 
taken;  this  figure  includes  400  Formosans  taken  at  N0EMF00R,  but  nationalities 
of  other  captives  was  not  given. 

On  3  August  (K)  12  B-24's  bombed  WOLEAI.    13th  AP  raided  YAP  on  3  August  (K) 
with  11  B-24's  with  unobserved  results;  single  B-24's  from  this  force  hit  SOROL 
and  FALIK  ISLANDS  with  unobserved  results.    All  heavy  strikes  scheduled  by  5th  AF 
were  cancelled  owing  to  unfavorable  weather.    Despite  poor  weather  C-47's  flew  65 
supply  missions  to  forward  bases.    Air  neutralization  and  blockade  of  E  NEW  BRITAIN 
NET/  IRELAND,  and  BOUGAINVILLE  continued. 

4  August  (Oahu  date) 

Our  GUAM  forces  on  5  August  (K)  continued  the  attack  to  the  north;  77th  Inf 
Div  advanced  nearly  3  miles  up  the  east  coast  on  the  extreme  right  of  their  line! 
the  left  of  the  line  made  a  general  advance  averaging  1200  yards;  no  advance  was 
reported  in  the  center  of  the  line.    During  night  4-5  August  (K)  an  enemy  platoon 
identified  as  naval  counterattacked  unsuccessfully;  11  enemy  dead  were  left  behind. 
Personnel  and  equipment  for  MAG  21  has  been  unloaded;  this  together  with  supplies 
and  material  already  ashore  completes  basic  elements  needed  for  military  air  opera- 
tions.   Our  casualties  to  date:    KIA,  1107;  WIA,  5286;  MIA,  330.    22,000  civilians 
are  now  within  our  lines;  17,000  are  in  camps  and  5,000  are  at  their  former  homes. 
8,129  enemy  dead  have  been  counted. 

TINIAN  troops  continued  on  5  August  (K)  with  mopping  up  operations,  reorganiz- 
ing, and  reembarking  assault  elements  of  4th  MarDiv.    Unloading  of  garriBon  ship- 
ping and  reloading  of  assault  troops  are  progressing  satisfactorily.    Our  casualties 
to  date:    KIA,  277;  WIA,  1491;  MIA,  26.    5,124  enemy  bodies  have  been  buried  to 
date;  178  prisoners  have  been  taken,    8,491  civilians  have  been  interned. 
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Our  SAIPAN  troops  report  that  since  15  July  a  total  of  1,748  Jap  soldiers 
have  been  killed  and  159  captured;  850  civilians  have  been  killed  or  interned. 

TG  58.4  on  5  August  (K)  continued  to  support  our  ground  forces  on  GUAM.  79 
sorties  were  flown,  and  7^  tons  of  bombs  and  62  rockets  were  expended.     On  night 
4-5  August  <K)  4  PB4Ys  harassed  IWO  JIMA,  CHICHI  JIMA  and  HAHA  JIMA;  one  plane  was 
damaged  and  one  is  5  hours  overdue.    A  PB4Y  from  13th  AF  heckled  ANGAUR. 

CTF  57  010320  summarises  operations  26-31  July  inclusive. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  3  August  hit  WOTJE  with  57  Corsairs  and  TRUK 
with  27  B-24s. 

STERLET  (SS392)  operating  north  of  BON INS  reports  at  051015  GCT  with  3  hit 6 
disintegrated  a  small  AK.    Submarine  has  one  prisoner  aboard. 

COPIA  (SS245)  operating  north  of  BONINS  reports  at  042155  GCT  with  one  hit 
sank  a  500-ton  patrol  vessel  loaded  with  marines. 

BARBEL  (SS316)  operating  EAST  CHINA  SEA  reports  at  051412  GCT  sinking  1  AK. 

TAUTOG  (SSI 99)  operating  EMPIRE  Waters  reports  sinking  one  200  ton  coastal 
vessel  on  18  July  and  one  small  AK  on  2  August. 

CominCh  &  CNO  042050  establishes  1st  Carrier  Task  Force  Pacifio  and  2nd 
Carrier  Task  Force  Pacific. 

On  morning  3  August  (K)  one  of  our  Infantry  Battalions  landed  on  north  coast 
of  BIAK  at  KORIM  BAY;  landing  was  supported  by  PT  boats  and  was  made  without 
opposition. 

CinCSWPA  reports  that  from  MANOKWARI,  from  NABIRE,  and  from  all  his  strong- 
holds in  GEELTINK  BAY  and  the  upper  VOGELKOP,  the  enemy  is  in  full  retreat.    He  is 
apparently  withdrawing  towards  the  south  and  west  in  the  hope  of  ultimate  evacua- 
tion of  hia  troops  from  Western  NEW  GUINEA.    The  natural  difficulties  of  the  move- 
ment are  great  and  with  the  added  hazards  of  our  ground,  naval  and  air  activities 
his  losses  at  best  cannot  fail  to  be  calamitous.    The  practical  effectiveness  of 
the  2nd  Japanese  Army,  commanded  by  General  Teshima,  which  was  charged  with  the 
defense  of  DUTCH  NEW  GUINEA,  is  rapidly  approaching  an  end.    Our  losses  continue 
to  be  negligible. 

In  the  AITAFE-WEWAK  area  our  ground  forces  are  exploring  to  the  south  and 
east.    Medium,  attack  and  light  bombers  and  light  naval  oraft  bombed  and  strafed 
assembly  areas  supply  dumps  and  communication  routes,  expending  over  30- tons  of 
bombs • 

On  4  August  (K)  24  B-24s  from  13th  AF  bombed  YAP;  there  was  no  enemy  inter- 
ception.   2  groups  of  B-24s  from  5th  AF  bombed  BOELA  ( CERAM) .    1  B-25  damaged  10 
small  boats  and  one  lugger  off  AMBOINA.    4  B-25s  bombed  and  strafed  west  VOGELKOP 
oil  centers.    2  B-24s  hit  MITI  airdrome  on  HALMAHERA.    12  A-20s  bombed  and  strafed 
NAB IRE  alrdrone.    3  P-39s  strafed  installations  on  MAPIA  ISLAND  while  5  B-25s 
bombed  north  BIAK.    C-47s  flew  66  supply  missions  to  forward  bases  including  29  to 
N0EMF00R  and  21  to  BIAK.  t  'Jij. 
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Results  30NINS  Strike  by  TG's  56.1  and  58.3,  4  and  5  August  (K). 
(l)  Damage  to  Enemy  Shipping i- 

As  sob  anient      By  Air  Forces         By  Surface  Forces 


Total 


Sunk 


Probably 
Sunk 


Possibly 
Sunk 


4  AK's  (4000-         1  DD  (Hew  typo), 
5000  T  Ea.)j  1  AK  (4000-5000  J), 

3  ODD'S  (or  DE's),l  ODD  (or  DE),  1 

4  targes.  Sanpan,  1  small 

AO,  5  barges,  2 
small  ships. 


3  Luggers,  2 
small  AK's 


T~CL  T3-stackT 


5  AK's  (4000-5000  T 
Ea.),  4  ODD's  (or  DE%) 
1  DD  (New  type),  1 
Sampan,  1  snail  AO,  9 
bargee,  2  small  ships. 


3  Luggers,  2 
small  AK's 


1  CL  (T-stackJ 


Damaged 


1  ODD  (or  mf,       TTanding  Ship, 


1  DE,  1  SO,  2 
small  AK's,  3 
Sampans,  3  Lug- 
gers, 2  Lending 
Ships,  1  small 
inter-island 
steamer,  5  barges, 


1  Lugger,  2  Sam- 
pans, 5  barges 
(2  loaded  with 
personnel) * 


1  ODD  (or  DE},  1 
DE,  1  SO,  2  small 
AK's,  5  Sampans, 
4  Luggers,  3  Landing 
Ships,  1  small  inter- 
island  steamer,  10 
Barges  (2  loaded  with 
personnel) , 


(2)  Damage  to  Enemy  Air  Force : - 


Planes  destroyed  airborne:  6 

Planes  destroyed  on  ground:  7 

Planes  damaged  on  ground:  5 

(3)  Damage  to  Our  Force :- 

Planes  lost:  16 

Pilots  lost:  12 

Air  Crewmen  lost:  7 


Our  GUAM  assault  forces  on  6  August  (K),  pivoting  on  the  right  flank  and  executing 
a Reeling  movement,  made  a  substantial  advance  against  stiffening  opposition  which 
centered  mostly  along  roads  where  many  strong  defensive  positions  were  encountered  and 
reduced.    Our  line  advanced  4500  yards  on  the  west  flank,  and  2600  yards  in  the  center. 
2  enemy  tanks  and  9  field  guns  were  destroyed  by  our  ground  foroes.    1st  Marine  Pro- 
visional Brigade  completed  movement  into  assembly  area  preparatory  to  taking  position 
on  the  left  of  the  line  (there  is  no  statement  to  indicate  that  3rd  MarDiv  is  to  be 
withdrawn;  owing  to  the  lengthening  line,  it  may  be  contemplated  that  1st  Marine  Pro- 
visional Brigade  take  position  on  left  of  3rd  MarDiv).    Our  casualties  to  date  include 
1,119  killed  in  action  (wounded  and  missing  not  reported).    8,622  enemy  dead  have  been 
counted. 

A  6,000-foot  runway  is  now  available  on  ISLEY  FIELD  (SAIPAN). 
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TG  58.4  on  6  August  (K)  continued  support  of  our  GUAM  assault  forces}  95  sorties 
were  flown  and  18  tons  of  bombs  and  205  rockets  were  expended* 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  4  August  bombed  JALUIT,  NAURU,  WOTJE,  and  PONAPE. 

2  landcats  harassed  WOTJE,  TAROA,  and  MILLE.    1  Navy  B-24  harassed  WAKE. 

GATO  (SS  212),  on  lifeguard  station  off  BONUIS,  reports  at  061203  GOT  rescued 

3  downed  pilots  from  TF  58. 


CinC  SWPA  reports  that  in  the  AITAPE-WEWAK  Area  our  forces  east  of  the  DRINIUMOR 
RIVER  are  pressing  down  from  the  north.    441  additional  enemy  dead  were  overrun  in 
the  movement.    Medium,  attack,  and  fighter  bombers  supporting  our  ground  units  dropped 
52  tons  of  bombs  on  eastward  assembly  areas  and  supply  dumps.    Air  and  naval  patrols 
blockaded  the  coast.    The  completely  integrated  teamwork  of  naval  surface  craft,  aerial 
bombing  and  strafing  attacks,  over  the  past  weeks,  has  resulted  in  a  systematic  de- 
struction of  the  enemy's  lines  of  communication.    The  sinking  of  a  constantly  shrinking 
number  of  barges,  the  destruction  by  direct  hits  of  truck  columns,  roads,  and  bridges, 
the  burning  and  firing  of  supply  dumps  have  undoubtedly  been  contributing  factors  to 
his  tactical  failure  to  deliver  a  successful  combined  and  coordinated  attack.  His 
main  staging  and  bivouac  areas  from  DAGUA  to  BUT,  MATAPAU,  MARUBIAN,  and  YAKAMUL  pre- 
sent a  picture  of  attrition  and  disaster  in  his  rear.     It  is  estimated  that  20,000  of 
his  force  have  been  employed  on  this  perilous  line  of  communication,  with  heavy  person- 
nel losses. 

On  5  August  (K)  23  B-24's  again  heavily  bombed  YAP  without  enemy  interception. 
On  night  5-6  August  (R)  2  enemy  planes  raided  KORNAS0REN  Area  on  N0EMF00R  without  dam- 
age;  an  enemy  bomber  which  preceded  these  2  was  shot  down  over  N0MF0OR  by  our  night 
fighters;  on  the  same  night  1  enemy  plane  unsuccessfully  attacked  south  of  BIAK  a  re- 
turning echelon;  a  single  enemy  plane  bombed  MCKMER  without  damage.    In  the  strike  by 
2  groups  of  B-24's  against  B0ELA,  1  of  our  B~24's  was  shot  down  by  AA  fire;  7  airborne 
fighters  refused  to  attack.    On  morning  4  August  (K)  the  RABAUL  Area  was  hit  by  105 
aircraft;  30  B-25's  raided  CIHOISEDL  BAY  as  fighters  harassed  BUKA  and  KAVIENG. 

6  August  (Oahu  date) 

Our  GUAM  assault  forces  on  7  August  (K)  continued  their  attack  to  the  north. 
A  substantial  advance  was  made  all  along  the  front  and  the  enemy  occupied  area  was 
reduced  by  l/3.    YIG0  which  controls  the  road  net  in  the  north  east  part  of  the 
island  was  captured  at  1300  (K) ;  with  it  were  captured  stocks  of  food  and  ammunition 
and  23  pieces  of  transportation;  most  of  the  heavily  fortified  positions  that  were 
taken  during  the  day  were  encountered  in  the  vicinity  of  YIGO.    Now  included  within 
our  line  is  a  large  enemy  grave  yard  showing  evidence  of  recent  mass  burials.  1st 
MarProvBrig  has  taken  position  on  the  left  of  our  line;  both  divisions  and  the  bri- 
gade are  abreast.    On  the  extreme  right  (E)  an  advance  of  1600  yards  was  made;  in  the 
center  the  advance  was  6000  yards;  on  the  left  (W)  flank  of  the  line  reported  (the 
left  of  the  line  ended  at  a  point  4000  yards  from  the  west  shore  line;  no  report 
indicates  front  line  held  by  1st  MarProvBrig)  an  advance  of  4000  yards^mlide.  Our 
casualties  to  date:    KIA,  1128;  WIA,  5373;  MIA,  331.    8833  enemy  dead  have  been 
counted. 

Reembarkation  of  assault  elements  of  4th  MarDiv  and  transfer  of  units  of  2nd 
MarDiv  to  SATPAN  continues;  unloading  of  garrison  troops  and  equipment  proceeds  con- 
currently.   Loading  of  4  transports  with  Corps  and  4th  MarDiv  personnel  has  been 
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6  August  (Oahu  date) -continued- 
completed.    Our  casualties  on  TINIAN  as  of  1800  (K)  7  August:    KIA,  291;  WIA,  lls^. 
MIA,  24.    5527  enemy  have  been  buried.    9703  civilians  have  been  interned.  178 
prisoners  have  been  taken. 

TO  58.1  and  58.3  are  now  enroute  ENIWETOK.    TG  58.7  is  refueling.    TG  58.4 
remains  in  support  of  our  assault  forces  in  the  MARIANAS.    TG  58.4  on  7  August  (X) 
flew  46  sorties  over  the  target  area  in  support  or  our  GUAM  assault  forces.    18  tons 
of  bombs  were  dropped  on  enemy  con cent rati  ons  and  defense  installations  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  island. 

CenPao  shore  based  aircraft  on  5  August  executed  a  heavy  photo  reconnaissance 
over  TRUK;  8  Navy  and  3  Army  photo  Liberators,  with  10  strike  Liberators  of  Group  1, 
FAW  2,  participated;  2  of  8-12  enemy  inter cepters  were  shot  down;  2  of  our  planes 
were  damaged.    Harassing  strikes  were  made  against  PQNAFE  and  NAURU. 

GABILAN  (SS252)  operating  Empire  waters  reports  sinking  Jap  DD  early  morning 
17  July  ten  miles  NW  of  ZENIZU  with  1  hit. 

Richardson  0123362  (pink)  recommends  category  of  defense  for  HAWAII,  upon 
successful  completion  of  MARIANAS  operation,  be  set  as  Category  B,  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  31  B,  "Joint  Action  of  the  Army  and  the  Navy"  with  certain  additional 
specifications . 

ComSoPac  020435  (pink)  recommends  dates  on  which  RNZAF  squadrons  will  become 
available  to  report  to  CinCSWPA,  and  discusses  logistic  support. 

Richardson  050457Z  (pink)  states  that  in  view  of  ultimate  necessity  of  com- 
pletely occupying  FORMOSA,  there  is  a  need  in  P0A  for  one  Army  Corps  Headquarters 
in  addition  to  the  XXIV  Corps  presently  assigned. 

GHQ  SWPA  050910  (pink)  opposes  an  establishment  of  arbitrary  date  of  1  Sept 
for  termination  of  transfer  of  army  troops  from  SoPac  to  SoWesPac. 

CinCPOA  061023  (pink)  answers  queries  as  to  contemplated  employment  of  A  and 
B  divisions  after  arrival  in  P0A. 

CominCh  &  CN0  061447  (pink)  approves  ComSoPac  020435  (pink). 

CinCPOA  070116  (pink)  passes  CinCPOA  240957  June  (pink);  requests  that  any 
divergent  views  concerning  concept  of  GRANITE  II  operations  for  which  CinCPOA  is 
responsible  be  submitted  to  CinCPOA. 

CinCSWPA  reports  that  in  the  SANSAP0R  area  statements  from  prisoners  of  war 
and  from  friendly  native s_,  substantiating  our  own  air  observations^  emphasize  the  con- 
fusion and  dislocation  in  the  rear  areas  of  the  Second  Japanese  Army;  the  enemy 
apparently  expected  an  attack  at  MAN0KWARI  and  had  thoroughly  prepared  an  elaborate 
defense  system.    When  the  enemy's  defenses  were  by-passed  and  enveloped  by  the 
unsuspected  landing  at  SANSAP0R,  his  main  coastal  communications  were  cut  and  he  has 
been  thrown  back  upon  the  jungle. Jn  his  effort  to  extricate  himself,  his  forces  are 
reported  in  a  state  bordering  on  demoralization.    This  operation  can  now  be  regarded 
as  completed. 
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In  the  AI TAPE-WEWAK  area  our  attack  force  east  of  the  DRINIUMOR  RIVER  contin- 
ued its  advance  southward  and  reached  and  cut  the  main  AFUA-HARECH  RIVER  trail 
which  has  been  the  principal  enemy  supply  route.    Our  maneuver  threatens  to  isolate 
the  enemy  forces  in  the  AFUA  area  and  west  thereof.    The  toll  of  enemy  casualties 
is  rising.    The  total  of  counted  dead,  largely  from  his  combat  infantry,  is  now 
5935 ,  and  includes  only  those  abandoned  outside  of  his  lines. 

YAP  was  again  hit  on  6  August  (K)  by  23  B-24s;  there  was  no  enemy  interception. 
4  other  B-24s  bombed  V/OLEAI  with  unobserved  results.    The  phosphate  plant  on  FAIS 
ISLAND  was  bombed  by  4  B-24s.    The  north  coast  of  CERA1I  was  attacked  by  7  B-25s. 
B-24s  made  a  shipping  strike  in  the  HALMAHERA  area  where  one  AK  was  sunk  and  one 
escort  was  strafed.     On  a  shipping  strike  south  of  CERAM  4  B-25s  sank  one  AK  and 
one  lugger.    On  5  August  (K)  63  RAAF  P-40s  operated  in  close  support  of  our  ground 
troops  at  SANSAPOR.    The  usual  heavy  strikes  by  medium,  attack  and  fighter  bombers 
were  made  in  the  AITAPE-WEWAK  area.    Heavy  strikes  were  also  made  in  continuation 
of  the  air  neutralization  and  blockade  of  east  NEW  BRITAIN,  NEW  IRELAND  and  BOUGAIN- 
VILLE. 


Our  GUAM  forces  on  8  August  (K)  continued  the  attack  to  the  north.    By  1800 {K) 
the  enemy  had  been  driven  into  the  extreme  northeastern  part  of  the  island;  a  thrust 
by  the  center  of  our  line  has  driven  a  wedge  which  practically  divides  the  enemy 
remnants  into  2  groups.    MT.  SANTA  ROSA  was  taken  in  the  day's  advance  and  with  it 
the  enemy  lost  his  main  source  of  water.    The  right  (e)  flank  of  our  line  rests 
on  the  shore  line  at  a  point  6200  yards  south  of  PAT I  POINT;  the  left  (N)  flank  of 
our  line  rests  on  the  northwest  shore  line  at  RITIDIAN  POINT;  the  center  of  the  line 
is  1400  yards  from  the  northern  shore  line.    Our  casualties  to  datei  KIA,  1154; 
WIA,  5497;  MIA,  326.    10,100  enemy  dead  have  been  counted. 

Capture  and  occupation  phase  of  SAIPAN  and  TIN IAN  have  been  completed|  all 
forces  on  these  2  islands  pass  to  respective  Island  Commanders  at  1200  (K.)  10 
August,    Responsibility  for  the  defense  and  development  of  SAIPAN  and  TINIAN  will 
pass  from  CTF  51  to  CTF  57  at  1200  (K)  12  August. 

TG  58.4  on  8  August  (K),  in  support  of  our  GUAM  assault  forces,  flew  32 
sorties  over  targets  in  the  northern  part  of  the  island  expending  13,4  tons  of 
bombs  and  44  rockets.    This  group's  duty  with  TF  51  will  be  completed  at  1800  (k) 
10  August  at  which  time  the  group  will  proceed  to  ENIWETOK.in  accordance  with 
orders  of  ComFifthPleet. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  6  August  bombed  MILLE,  JALUIT,  NAURU,  W0TJE, 
and  WAKE. 

GUITARR0  (SS  363)(SWPA)  reports  at  071303  GOT  1  FUBUKI  Class  DD  sunk  with 
3  hits  in  night  surface  attack  off  MANILA. 

On  7  August  (K)  24  B-24's  effectively  bombed  YAP  TOWN  and  AA  positions  to 
the  northeast;  530  100-lb.  bombs  and  18  500-lb.  bombs  were  dropped,    2  B-24's  hit 
V.'OLEAI  with  40  fragmentation  clusters  and  30  100-lb.  bombs,    19  B-24's  bombed 
GALELA  dispersal  areas  destroying  6  enemy  aircraft  and  damaging  many  others;  7 
enemy  airborne  fighters  refused  to  intercept.    12  other  B-24's  bombed  the  LALOBATA 
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Airdrome  destroying  7  grounded  planes;  there  was  no  enemy  interception.    2  B-24's 
bombed  the  naval  airdrome  at  DAVAO .    Minor  strikes  were  made  in  the  VOGELKOP  Area. 
Heavy  strikes  continued  in  the  AITAPE-WEWAK  Area.    C-47's  flew  58  supply  missions 
to  forward  bases,  including  43  to  BIAK. 

In  the  Forth  Pacific  Area  on  night  4-5  August  8  PV's  from  FAW  4  struck  the 
northern  KURILES;  4  planes  hit  PARAMUSHIRU  while  the  other  4  bombed  picket  boats 
100  to  150  miles  off  the  eastern  coast  of  PARAMUSHIRU*  fsJ{ 


8  August  (Oahu  date) 

On  9  August  (K)  resistance  on  GUAM  rapidly  approached  its  end  as  our  forces 
covered  without  major  opposition  all  remaining  territory  except  a  small  section  S 
and  SE  of  TAEOFE;  our  troops  were  approaching  this  area  at  sundown  and  intend  to 
eliminate  it  on  10  August  (K).    A  close  patrol  of  enemy  held  coast  from  seaward 
has  been  maintained  since  early  in  the  campaign,  and  it  is  believed  by  CTF  53  that 
very  few  enemy  have  escaped  from  GUAM;  none  escaped  during  the  final  phases. 
Large  scale  departure  of  combatant  ships  began  during  the  8th  with  virtual  cessation 
of  calls  for  fire  support.    Our  casualties  to  date:    KIA,  1184;  WIA,  5627;  MIA, 
336.     10,793  enemy  dead  have  been  counted;  73  prisoners  have  been  taken. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  7  August  bombed  W0TJE,  JALUIT,  and  TAR0A. 
Harassing  raids  were  made  against  NAURU,  POT APE,  TRUK,  and  WAKE. 

CTF  59  announces  that  his  headquarters  close  KWAJALETN  111400  GOT  and  open 
SAIPAN  same  time. 

SNOOK  (SS  279)  operating  EMPIRE  waters  reports  one  timed  hit  in  a  6500-ton 
AK  off  SHI0MI  SAKI  on  12  July. 

CER0  (SS  225)  (ST7PA)  reports  a  medium  AK  or  AO  sunk  by  four  hits  on  5  August 
off  BAN0S  POINT  (S  MINDANAO). 

On  8  August  (K)  24  B24's  bombed  UTAR0M  area  with  unreported  results;  24 
other  B24's  started  fires  at  BAB0  airdrome.    A  single  B25  strafed  enemy  personnel 
at  D0R0EBA  (M0R0TAI  IS.).     21  B24'p  without  interception  again  bombed  YAP  airdrome 
starting  fires.    4  324' s  destroyed  buildings  at  MAN0KWARI.    Harassing  strikes  were 
made  against  W0LEAI  and  PATAU.    Heavy  strikes  were  made  against  SE  BOUGAINVILLE 
on  7  and  8  August  (K) ;  58  planes  struck  the  area  on  the  7th  while  81  attacked  on 
the  8th.    Fighter  bombers  heckled  NEW  IRELAND  coast  and  northern  GAZELLE  PENINSULA. 
Heavy  strikes  were  again  made  in  the  A IT APE-WEFAK  area.     C47's  flew  46  supply 
missions  to  forward  bases,  including  31  to  BIAK  and  8  to  N0EMF00R. 

Com7thFlt  reports  that  on  7  August  (K)  our  troops  found  1003  dead  Japs  in 
the  AITAPE  area.  At  0405  (K)  on  the  8th  one  enemy  bomber  hit  NAM BE?  (N0EMF0OR) 
withoirt  damage.  Pf\rVr\/^\ 


Admiral  Nimitz  and  party  departed  PEARL  for  MARIANAS. 
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9  August  (Oahu  date) 

OTP  52  announced  at  101131  (K)  that  all  enemy  organized  resistance  on  GUAM 
had  been  eliminated.    Mopping  up  activities  were  proceeding, 

CTF  57  060230  summarizes  operations  1-5  August. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  8  August  bombed  NAURU,  PONAPE,  TAROA,  MILLE, 
and  TRTJK.    TRUE  was  heavily  hit  by  2S  B24's. 

On  8  -  9  August  (K)  a  single  B24  bombed  LASA?!G  airdrome  at  DAVAO  with  un- 
observed results.     In  a  shipping  strike  into  the  HALMAHERA  area  one  AK  was  sunk 
and  five  were  damaged.     On  9  August  (K)  25  B25's  attacked  LATIGGOER  (KAI  IS.)  with 
unobserved  results.     12  B24'k  bombed  Old  NAliLEA  airdrome  (BOEROE  IS.)  with  good 
results.     12  B24's  heavily  hit  BOELA  tank  area  fCERAM  IS.).     12  other  B24's  attacked 
LEANG  airdrome  (AMBOINA) .     24  A20's  hit  enemy  concentrations  on  ASAP  ISLAND  in 
the  BABO  area,  while  18  others  started  fires  at  IJABIRE.    YAP  airdrome  was  heavily 
hit  by  23  B24's  which  started  large  fires.     On  8  -  9  August  (K)  2  B24's  bombed 
MALAEAL  (PALAU).    The  usual  strikes  were  made  in  the  GEELVINE  BAY  area  and  in  the 
AITAFE-WE7JAK  area. 


10  August  (Oahu  date) 


Our  GUAM  forces  are  proceeding  with  aggressive  combat  patrol  action  to  mop 
up  enemy  remnants  and  to  prevent  scattered  groups  from  organizing.    On  11  August  (K) 
300-400  dead  Japs  were  found  in  a  concrete  cave  structure  in  northeast  tip  of  the 
island.    Our  casualties  to  date:  KIA,  1219;  WIA,  5726;  MIA,  327.    11,121  enemy  dead 
have  been  counted;  87  prisoners  have  been  taken;  7  Jap  civilians  have  been  interned. 
14,862  natives  are  now  in  camps;  the  others  have  returned  to  their  homes. 

CTF  52  reports  in  his  final  SAIPAN-TINIAN  summary  that  our  casualties  as  of 
1200  (K)  10  August  are:  KIA,  190;  WIA,  1515;  MIA,  24.    5584  Japs  have  been  buried; 
404  prisoners  have  been  taken,  including  150  Koreans.    13,262  civilians  have  been 
interned.    Reembarkation  of  4th  Division  has  been  completed. 


Recapitulation : 


KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTALS 

SAIPAN 

3,049 

13,049 

365 

16,463 

TIN IAN 

190 

1,515 

24 

1,729 

GUAM 

1,214 

5,704 

329 

7,247 

TOTALS 

4,463" 

20,268 

TIB" 

25,439" 

Enemy 

POW'S 

POW's 

TOTALS 

Buried 

Jap 

Korean 

SAIPAN 

20,720 

879 

828 

22,427 

TINTAN 

5,544 

254 

150 

5,948 

GUAM* 

11,121** 

87 

11,208 

TOTALS 

37,385 

¥7220 

978 

39,583 

*The  GUAM  figures  will  doubtless  chango  considerably  as  mopping  up  operations 
have  just  gotten  underway.  ODOr 
**Total  counted;  no  figures  on  burials.     -  Continued  -  cU 
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CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  9  August  heavily  bombed  MILLE  with  68 
Corsairs  and  57  Dauntlesses.    6  PV's  hit  both  airstrips  on  NAURU.    3  Navy  landcats 
conducted  night  harassment  of  JALUIT,  MILLE,  and  WOTJE. 

At  noon  on  10  August  (k)  18  B-24'3  bombed  airfields  and  installations  on 
TWO  JIMA  dropping  440  120-lb.  fragmentation  bombs  and  84  500-lb.  bombs.    40  to  50 
enemy  aircraft  were  observed  on  the  ground.     5-7  unaggressive  fighters  dropped 
phosphorous  bombs.    3  of  our  planes  received  slight  damage.    20  P-47's  hit  PAGAN 
Airfield  with  40  500-lb.  bombs.    3  P-47's  assisted  mopping  up  forces  in  southern 
TIN IAN. 

BALAO  (SS  285)  reports  at  101100  GOT  sinking  a  sampan  loaded  with  50  Marines 
in  position  09-20  N,  133-18  E  (off  NW  PALAU),  course  320. 

GUI TARE 0  (SS  363)(SWFA),  operating  CHINA  SEA  west  of  LUZON,  reports  at 
101620  GCT  obtaining  1  hit,  possibly  2,  in  KATORI  Class  cruiser;  and  1  hit  in  a 
medium  AK.    Sank  a  DD  with  2  hits  and  a  700-ton  coastal  vessel  with  gunfire. 

On  10  August  (K)  4  squadrons  of  B-24's  bombed  GALELA  and  L0L03ATA  Airdromes 
on  HALMAHERA  with  good  results;  there  was  no  enemy  interception.     16  B-24's  hit 
LAHA  Airdrome  on  AMBON.    29  B-24's  bombed  YAP  TOWN,  the  YAP  runway,  and  AA  positions. 
UTAGAL  ISLAND  (WOLEAI  Group)  was  bombed  by  2  B-24's  with  unobserved  results. 
On  9  -  10  August  (K)  2  B-24's  started  large  fires  at  MALAKAL  (PALAU)  and  sighted 
a  possible  new  airstrip  at  URUKTHAPEL.    KOROR  ISLAND  ( PALAU )  was  bombed  by  2  B-24's 
on  the  10th.    Heavy  strikes  against  enemy  concentrations  and  installations  continued 
in  the  A T TAPE-WEWAX  Area.    Air  neutralization  and  blockade  of  E.  NEW  BRITAIN,  NEW 
IRELAND,  and  BOUGAINVILLE  continued. 

Extensive  patrolling  continued  in  all  occupied  areas  in  DUTCH  NSW  GUINEA. 
In  the  AITAPE  Area  our  forces  report  that  major  combat  elements  of  the  Jap  18th 
Army  have  been  thoroughly  defeated,  and  that  survivors  are  scattering  to  the  E. 
and  toward  TORRICELLI  MOUNTAINS;  they  are  making  no  attempt  to  oppose  our  forces. 
In  the  DRTNIUMOR  RTER  Area  6500  enemy  dead  have  been  counted  and  50  prisoners 


11  August  (Oahu  date) 

Our  GUAM  forces  on  12  August  (K)  continued  nopping  up  operations.     Our  total 
casualties  to  date:    KIA,  1227;  WIA,  5752;  VIA,  327.     11,502  enemy  dead  have  been 
counted;  102  prisoners  have  been  taken;  d  Jap  civilians  have  been  interned.  14,532 
civilians  are  now  in  camps;  others  have  returned  to  their  homes.    Major  General 
Geiger  departed  GUAM  0623  (K)  12  August.    Major  General  Turnage  assumed  command 
Southern  Landing  Force  that  time. 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  11  August  sent  86  sorties  against  MILLE;  no 
other  action  against  the  enemy-occupied  atolls  of  the  MARS HALLS  was  reported. 

PUFFER  (SS  268)  (SWPA)  operating  NW  of  MINDORO  reports  on  12  August  one  large 
AK  sunk  and  2  large  AO's  damaged;  the  AO's  were  drifting  helplessly  toward  the 


have  been  taken. 
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beach  and  it  was  believed  the  typhoon  weather  would  make  towing  very  improbable. 

PARGO  (SS  264)  (STJPA)  summarizes  4th  war  patrol.    Operating  SIJLU  and  CELEBES 
SEAS  reports  sinking  one  6600-ton  AK  and  damaging  two  4000-ton  AK's. 

Com7thFleet  reports  that  pictures  of  ANGAUR  ISLAND  (PALAU  group)  taken  on 
5  August  reveal  6500  feet  of  underwater  obstacles  along  the  ST/  and  others  along 
the  SE  end;  SW  tip  of  island  has  600-foot  anti-tank  ditch. 

On  11  August  (K)  37  B25's  on  a  shipping  strike  in  the  HALtiAHERA  area  sank 
one  500-1000  ton  AK,  2  luggers,  4  barges,  and  10  seaplanes;  damaged  one  2000-4500 
ton  AK,  3  luggers,  and  several  barges. 

11  B25's  bombed  LANGGOER  (KAI  IS.)  with  unobserved  results.     23  A20's  in  a 
shipping  strike  in  vicinity  of  UTARCf,'  sank  two  500-1000  ton  AK's  and  several  barges 
20  other  A20's  hit  enemy  bivouac  areas  S  of  SAWAR.     24  P40's  bombed  the  MANOKWARI 
airdrome  while  the  coastal  area  from  YJEWAK  to  AITAPE  was  subjected  to  the  usual 
low  level  attacks.    On  10-11  August  (K)  single  bombers  harassed  PALAU,  FA IS  ISLAND, 
and  DAVAO.     125  sorties  were  flown  against  enemy  installations  in  the  RABAUL  area 
while  16  fighter  bombers  hit  KAVIENG. 

Cincpoa  100133  (pink)  makes  command  assignment  for  planning  purposes  in  con- 
nection with  CAUSEWAY  operation. 

Cincpoa  100125  (pink)  announces  intention  to  .continue  the  responsibility  of 
ComSthFleet  for  the  forward  area  including  the  MARIANAS  until  relieved  thereof  by 
Com3rdFleet  at  a  time  to  be  determined  later  by  Cincpoa;  now  estimated  aB  about 
26  August. 

/Tim  k  fe\ 


12  August  (Oahu  date) 

Our  GUAM  forces  on  12  August  (K)  continued  mopping-up  operations.    All  cave 
entrances  were  located  and  sealed;  they  will  be  investigated  later.    Our  casualties 
to  date:    KIA,  1217;  WIA,  5722;  MIA,  327.     11,502  enemy  dead  have  been  counted, 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  heavily  bombed  KILLE  on  10  August  (91  Corsairs 
and  65  Dauntless)  and  on  11  August  (32  CorsairB  and  36  Dauntless).    TOT JE ,  TAROA, 
and  JALUIT  were  also  attacked  on  the  11th.    ROTA  and  PAGAN  were  bombed  on  the  11th 
by  31  P-47's  and  10  B-25's,  respectively.    16  B-24's  hit  CHICHI  J  IMA  shipping  and 
the  seaplane  base. 

FLASHER  (SS  249)  (SflPA)  summarizes  third  war  patrol.    Operating  SOUTH  CHINA 
SEA  sank  1  KUMA  CLASS  CL  (10,000),  1  7500-ton  AK,  1  4000-ton  AK,  and  1  10,000-ton 
AO,  for  total  tonnage  of  34,800;  damaged  1  8800-ton  AK  and  1  6900-ton  AK,  for  a 
total  tonnage  of  15,700. 

RASHER  (SS  269)  (ST.PA)  reports  at  121610  GCT  sank  8000-ton  AK  in  position 
16-00  N,  119-30  E  (off  W  LUZON  coast). 
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12  August  (Oaliu  date  -  cont'd) 

10  B-24's  on  12  August  (K)  bombed  BABO  runway  with  27  tons  on  strike  from 
OWI  ISLAND.     On  night  11-12  August  (K)  a  single  reconnaissance  plane  from  OWI  sank 
a  freighter  transport  in  S  DAVAO  GULF.    Small  night  strikes  were  made  in  the  HAITA- 
HERA  area.     6  B-25's  and  3  F-39's  bombed  and  strafed  the  NAB IRE  drome.    Small  strikes 
were  made  in  the  GEELV1NK  BAY  and  N  VOGELKOP  areas.    2  squadrons  of  A-20»s  bombed 
enemy  concentrations  in  the  SARMI  area,  while  the  usual  heavy  attacks  were  made 
in  the  A ITAFE-TIEWAK  area.    KOROR  ISLAND  (PALAU)  was  heckled  during  the  night.  C-47's 
flew  87  supply  missions  to  forward  areas,  including  69  to  BIAK.    11  B-24's  started 
fires  at  LANGGOER  (KAI  IS.). 

On  night  11-12  August  (k)  2  to  5  enemy  bombers  bombed  07/1  ISLAND,  killing  1 
and  wounding  2;  1  P-38  was  destroyed,  and  11  other  planes  were  damaged  (6  P-38's, 
5  B-24's). 

In  the  North  Pacific  Area  on  11  August  2  11th  AF  B-25's,  in  an  attack  on  2 
picket  boats,  sank  1  and  damaged  one.  * 


At  140503  GOT  Com5thFlt  reported  capture  and  occupation  phase  of  GUAM  completed. 
At  1200(K)  15  August  Com5thPhibFor  will  pass  command  of  all  GUAM  forces  (except  as- 
sault forces)  to  Is Com  GUAM.   VCTF  51  will  pass  responsibility  for  defense  and  develop- 
ment of  GUAM  to  CTF  57.    CG  5thPhibCorps  and  CTF  51  will  report  to  CTF  57  for  duty. 
TF  51  Is  dissolved.    ComPhibsPac  will  proceed  PEARL  in  ROCKY  MOUNT  at  his  discretion. 
When  released  by  CTF  57  (not  later  than  20  Aug.)  TF  53  is  dissolved.     ComGroup  4 
PhibFor  will  proceed  PEARL  in  the  GEORGE  CLYMER.    ComSthFlt  will  retain  overall  re- 
sponsibility for  defense  of  forward  area  CenPac,  including  MARIANAS,  until  relieved 
by  ComSrdFlt. 

At  132346  GCT  Com5thFlt  announced  release  of  Lt.  Gen.  Holland  Smith  from  com- 
mand of  expeditionary  troops  and  dissolution  of  the  task  force  as  of  1600  (K)  14 
August.    CG  5thPhibCorps  assigned  command  of  all  elements  of  5th  PhibCorps  remaining 
in  the  MARIANAS  Area,  except  those  assigned  to  IsCoras  SAIPAN  and  TIN IAN.  " CG  5thPh ib 
Corps  will  retain  responsibility  for  defense  and  development  of  GUAM  until  IsCom  GUAM 
is  directed  to  relieve  him.    Lt.Cen.  Holland  Smith  is  authorized  to  proceed  PEARL  by 
air. 

BARBEL  (SS  316),  operating  EMPIRE  waters,  reports  sinking  1  AP,  3  AK's,  and 
1  whale  factory  ship  for  total  tonnage  41,000. 

PLUNGER  (SS  179)  reports  at  140813  GCT  2  sure  hits  and  2  probables  in  empty 
4,000-ton  AK  aground  E  side  MINTO  REEF  (E  of  TRUK)  while  salvage  operations  were 
underway. 

MUSKALLUNGE  (SS  262)(SWPA),  operating  NW  of  MINDORO  ISLAND,  reports  at  140930 
GCT  1  hit  believed  to  have  sunk  a  DD  that  was  trailing  by  15  miles  a  10-ship,  2  or 
more  escort,  convoy  on  course  215,  speed  7. 


lj  August  (Oahu  date) 
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15  August  (Oahu  date  -  Cont'd)  ' 

A  delayed  report  from  CTF  59  announces  bombing  of  NAURU  on  11  August  by  17 
B-25's  and  2  FY's.     On  12  August  1  PB4Y  on  a  special  shipping  strike  HW  of  CHICHI 
JIMA  bombed  by  radar  2  groups  of  3  ships  each  on  northern  course;  results  were  un- 
observed. 

On  night  12-J3  August  (K)  1  B-24  heckled  KOROR  TSLAIID  (PALAU)-;  this  was  fol- 
lowed on  the  13th  by  a  strike  by  2  B-24's,  with  unobserved  results.    Other  strikes 
on  the  13th  included:  38  B-24's  against  personnel  and  supply  areas  at  MANOKWARI;  12 
B-25's  against  LANGGOER  (KAI  IS.);  6  B-25's  agains t  WASILE  BAY;  9  B-24's  against  CAPE 
CHATER  (TIMOR);  and      P-40's  against  W.  coast  of  GEELVINK  BAY.     The  usual  heavy 
strikes  were  made  in  the  ATIAPE-WEWAK  Area.    Air  neutralization  and  blockade  of  Ei 
HEW  BRITAIN,  NEW  IRELAND,  and  BOUGAINVILLE  continued.    C-47's  flew  80  supply  missions 


14  August  (Oahu  date) 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  12  August  bombed  MILLE  gun  positions  with  an 
unspecified  number  of  Corsairs  and  Dauntlesses.  3  PV's  hit  runways  on  NAURU.  On 
the  13th  4  PV's  concentrated  against  the  runways  on  NAURU* 

Farther  west  TF  59  was  active  against  IWO  JIMA,  ROTA,  and  PAGAN  on  14  August 
(K).    22  B-24' a,  operating  from  SAIPAN,  hit  IWO  JIM  with  147  500- lb.  bombB  and  360 
100-lb.  fragmentation  clusters;  several  enemy  fighters  aggressively  intercepted  and 
dropped  phosphorous  bombs;  1  B-24  crashed  40  miles  SE  of  TWO  JIMA,  and  another 
crashed  16  miles  short  of  SAIPAN;  10  of  the  crewmen  parachuted;  4  were  rescued  off 
SAIPAN*    8  P-47's  bombed  and  strafed  AA  positions  on  ROTA,  while  12  B-2S»s  pounded 
runways  and  gun  positions  on  PAGAN. 

TAUTOG  (SS  199),  operating  EMPIRE  waters  (off  S  coast  of  HONSHU),  reports 
being  fired  at  by  4  torpedoes  which  missed.    ComSubsPac  reports  that  captured  docu- 
ment gives  sketches  of  enemy  submarines  on  anti-submarine  patrol  in  EMPIRE  waters 
showing  sails  rigged  forward  to  present  the  appearance  of  a  sampan  or  sailing  junk. 

LAPON  (SS  260)(SWPA)  summarizes  5th  war  patrol.    Operating  in  SOUTH  CHINA  SEA, 
sank  2  4,000-ton  AK's,  1  10,000-ton  AO,  and  damaged  1  19,400-ton  AO  and  1  4,000-ton 
AK. 

CREVALLE  (SS  29l)(SWPA)  summarises  4th  war  patrol.    Operating  SOUTH  CHINA  SEA 
and  W,  OF  LUZON,  sank  1  9, 300- ton  AK,  1  7, 600- ton  AK,  1  8, 800- ton  AK,  and  1  6, 700- ton 
AK  for  a  total  tonnage  of  32,400. 

Heckling  of  KOROR  ISLAND  (PALAU)  continued  on  night  13-14  August  (K)  and  on 
night  14-15  August  (K).    On  the  14th  4  3-25*3  attacked  shipping  in  TIMOR  ISLAND  BAY, 
NW  of  KAI  ISLAND  GROUP;  during  the  same  day  5  to  8  of  12  large  enemy  sailboats  off 
western  CERAM  were  sunk.    Air  neutralization  and  blockade  of  E.  HEW  BRITAIN,  NEW 
IRELAND,  and  BOUGAINVILLE  continued;  pictures  taken  on  the  14th  show  VUNAKANAU  and 
TOBERA  runways  serviceable. 

On  night  12-13  August  4  B-24's  and  2  photographic  planes  conducted  an  armed 
reconnaissance  over  PARAMUSHIRU  STRAIT  and  SURIBACHI  airfield;  of  15-20  intercepting 
fighters,  3  were  shot  down,  5  were  probably  shot  down,  and  2  were  damaged;  2  B-24* a 
received  minor  damage;  all  planes  returned  safely.    4  PV's  from  FAW  4  attacked  enemy 
installations  and  patrol  craft  at  ARAIDO  ISLAND.  j 


to  forward  bases. 
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CinCPOA  090400  (pink)  outlines  certain  requirements  for  base  development  in 
the  MARIANAS. 

CinCPOA  150365  (pink)  announces  command  setup  for  STALEMATE  II. 


15  August  (Oahu  date) 

CenPac  shore-based  aircraft  on  13  August  bombed  NAURU,  PONAPE,  TRUK,  and  an 
unidentified  island  IT  of  SAIPAN.     Harassing  strikes  were  made  against  WOTJE  and 
TAROA. 

At  2226  (L)  9  August  a  PB4Y  crashed  on  take-off  at  Stickell  Field,  ENIVTETCK. 
8  members  of  the  plane  were  killed  and  9  men  were  injured  fighting  firee  that 
resulted.    110  of  340  parked  carrier  planes  were  destroyed  or  damaged. 

On  night  15-16  August  (K)  2  B-24's  continued  heckling  operations  against 
KOROR  ISLAND  (PALAU),  while  another  plane  bombed  wharves  at  DAVAO ,    On  14  August  (K) 

16  B-24's  started  fires  and  explosions  along  WASILE  BAY  personnel  areas.     8  B-25's 
hit  W  HALMAHERA  starting  fires  and  explosions.     12  B-24's  struck  a/a  positions  at 
BABO.     32  B-24's  destroyed  5  planes  on  the  ground  at  LOLOBATA  airfield  (IIALMAHERA) 
and  started  large  fires  and  explosions,     12  B-25's    destroyed  3  large  warehouses 
and  jetty  at  TERNATE  (W  HALMAHERA) ;  6  other  B-25's  sank  a  small  AK  and  several 
luggers  in  the  HAIMAHERA  area  and  3  stores-laden  sailboats  on  the  N  coast  of  CERAM. 
Air  neutralization  and  blockade  of  E  NEV?  BRITAIN,  NEW  IRELAND,  and  BOUGAINVILLE 
continued.     On  15  August  (K)  2  B-24's  bombed  KANOKWARI  personnel  and  storage  areas. 
Fighter  bomber  sweeps  were  made  in  the  GEELVINK  BAY  and  VOGELKOP  areas.  C-47's 
completed  77  supply  missions  to  forward  bases,  including  65  to  BIAK.  „ 


16  August  (Oahu  date) 

Shore  based  aircraft  (under  CTF  59)  on  15  August  bombed  TAROA  and  NAURU. 
Further  west,  the  force  hit  CHICHI  JB1A  with  17  B-24's,  and  made  minor  strikes 
against  PAGAN  and  KAUG  ISLANDS. 

On  night  15-16  August  (E)  a  snooper  bomber  sank  a  500-1000  ton  AK  in  DAVAO 
GULF.     On  the  16th  34  B-24's  and  12  B-25's  hit  dispersal,  personnel,  and  storage 
areas  at  KITI  ISLAND.    4  B-24's  and  6  B-25's  which  were  turned  back  from  the 
HALMAHERA  strike  bombed  enemy  installations  on  AJOE  ISLAND.     Enemy  concentrations 
in  the  SARMI  area  were  heavily  attacked  by  63  A-20's  from  HOLLANDIA.    Enemy  positions 
on  BIAK  were  hit  by  8  P-39's  and  16  P-40,s,  while  other  P-39's  struck  in  the  WEWAK 
area. 

CombthFlt  170217  reports  that  on  17  August  (K)  ,CTF  59  assumes  responsibility 


for  bombing  YAP  and  WOLEAI. 
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17  August  (Oahu  date) 


GIF  57  1305QO  summarizes  operations  6-11  August. 

On  16  August  25  B-24's  (under  CTF  59)  caused  large  fires  and  explosions 
in  the  DUBLON  (TRTJK)  warehouse  and  storage  areas;  of  6  intercepting  fighters,  1 
was  shot  down  and  3  were  damaged;  2  3-24* s  sustained  minor  damage.    A  search 
plane  dropped  2:7-  tons  on  PONAPE  TOWN  with  unobserved  results.    3  PV's  crater ed 
the  NAURU  airstrip.    Larine  Corsairs  and  Dauntlesses  hit  coastal  defense  posi- 
tions on  MILLE. 

On  17  August  (K)  19  B-24's  pounded  buildings,  storage  areas,  and  airfield 
installations  at  IWO  JB1A;  our  planes  suffered  no  damage  from  4  uneager  enemy 
fighters.     On  the  preceding  day  IWO  J IMA  was  hit  by  1  B-24.    24  I'arine  Corsairs 
strafed  ROTA  airstrip  and  gun  positions  on  16  August  (K).     On  the  17th  20  P-47's 
hit  PAGAN. 

HARDHEAD  (SS  365)  reports  at  172045  GCT  10  possible  hits  out  of  15  torpedoes 
fired  in  BB  at  12-23N,  129-49E  (240  miles  E  of  SAMAR) .    The  damaged  BB  was  pro- 
ceeding at  speed  03.    A  clarifying  dispatch  at  180955  GCT  states  that  in  two 
surface  attacks  5  Mk  23 's  and  4  Vk  18' s  were  fired  at  a  10-foot  setting,  and 
6  Mk  23' s  at  6  feet.    Corrected  position  of  attack  given  as  12-23N,  129-59E. 
During  a  daylight  approach  against  the  BB,  it  disappeared  at  a  range  of  6000  yards 
while  periscope  was  housed  for  6  minutes;  breaking  up  noises  were  heard. 

BILLFISH  (SS  286)  operating  Vf  of  LUZON  with  GREENLING  (SS  213)  and  SAILFISH 
(SS  192)  reports  at  171600  GCT  sight  CA  or  BB  with  2  escorts  position  18-57N, 
116-10E  (252  miles  W  of  NW  tip  of  LUZON)  course  220,  speed  20.    At  181245  BILLFISH 
reports  SAILFISH  sank  1  CM  and  1  escort  (probably  DD  of  heavy  cruiser  group); 
GREENLING  sank  1  trawler. 

BONKFISH  (SS  223)  (SWPA)  summarizes  5th  war  patrol.     Operating  SULU  SEA 
sank  1  10, 000 -ton  AK,  1  10, 000 -ton  AO,  and  5  miscellaneous  craft  totalling  800 
tons,  for  a  total  tonnage  of  20,800;  damaged  1  7500 -ton  AK. 

RASHER  (SS  269)  (STiPA)  reports  many  damaged  vessels  remain  at  18-10N, 
119-55E  (30  miles  off  Hit  coast  of  LUZON. ) 

JCS  152100  (pink)  requests  recent  intelligence, maps,  and  photographic 
coverage  concerning  Japanese  inner  zone,  especially  BONIN  and  IZU  ISLAND  chains, 
RYUKYUS,  and  JAPAN  proper. 

Cincpoa  180437  (pink)  recommends  that  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  issue  a  directive 
now  for  the  progressive  advance  of  SWA  forces  into  the  Central  PHILIPPINES  to 
be  followed  by  the  establishment  of  POA  forces  in  the  FORMOSA  STRAIT  region, 
with  a  target  date  of  15  February  (1945). 

MacArthur  180849Z  (pink)  is  warning  order  for  GOS5IPM0NGER. 

B-24's  operating  from  OWI  and  BIAK  ISLANDS  struck  in  the  CERAM  IS] AND  area 
on  17  August  (K).    26  3-24' s  attacked  HAROEKOE,  dropping  fragmentation  clusters 
which  destroyed  an  undetermined  number  of  enemy  planes,  and  started  many  fires 
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17  August  (Oahu  date  -  cont'd) 

and  explosions.     20  other  3-24' s  bombed  LIANG,  dropping  1000-lb.  bombs  in  revet- 
ments and  on  the  airstrip.     15  enemy  fighters  were  airborne  over  AMBOINA,  but 
refused  to  intercept;  they  were  pursued  by  escorting  P-38's  which  shot  down  7, 
probably  shot  down  another,  and  damaged  another.    An  airborne  SALLY  (twin-engine 
bomber)  was  shot  down,  and  a  flying  boat  was  strafed  and  damaged. 

23  B-25's  (from  BIAK)  hit  the  town  and  dispersal  areas  at  NAMLEA  on  17 
August  (K).     Fighter  bombers  made  strikes  in  the  MANOKWARI  area,  and  along 
KcCLUER  GULF.     33  P-40's  operated  in  close  support  of  our  BIAK  forces.    The  usual 
strikes  continued  in  the  TADJI-TO5WAK  areas.     1  B-24  obtained  3  hits  on  an  uniden- 
tified ship  in  DAVAO  GULF. 


18  August  (Oahu  date) 

On  18  August  (K)  P-47's  from  SAIPAN  hit  heavy  AA  positions  on  PAGAN  with 
8  tons,    4  PV' 6  hit  dispersal  areas  at  NAURU. 

At  about  sunrise  on  19  August  (K)  a  second  accident  occurred  at  STICKELL 
FIELD  (ENIWETOK).    A  Corsair  making  emergency  down-wind  landing  crashed  into  Navy 
Liberators  parked  clear  of  runway.    1  Corsair  and  3  Liberators  were  destroyed; 
1  Liberator  was  extensively  damaged;  3  others  received  minor  damage.    Pilot  and 
Field  Operations  Officer  were  killed;  2  men  were  badly  injuredj  8  others  reoeived 
minor  injuries. 

STERLIT  (SS  392)  operating  BONINS  area  reports  at  191227  GOT  sank  large 
AK  with  4  hits  and  probably  sank  medium  AK  with  2  hits. 

Com5thFlt  170252  (pink)  conveys  proposal  of  CTF  59  that  CVE  be  provided 
to  furnish  fighter  escort  for  B-24's  striking  in  the  BONINS  area. 

Cincpoa  182112  (pink)  replies  to  foregoing  dispatch. 

Heckling  of  K0R0R  ISLAND  (PALAU)  continued  on  night  17-18  August  (K)  and 
18-19  August  (K).    On  18  August  (K)  23  B-25's  and  18  B-24's  (from  DARWIN)  attacked 
dispersal  areas  at  NAMLEA  airfield;  several  enemy  planes  were  destroyed  on  the 
ground;  3  airborne  enemy  fighters  refused  to  intercept.    52  A-20's  bombed  and 
strafed  enemy  concentrations  and  installations  S  of  SARMI.    Minor  strikes  were 
made  against  HALMAHERA,  DAYAO,  the  V0GELK0P,  and  KAI  ISLANDS. 

CinCSWPA  reports  that  1st  Bn,  186th  Inf  supported  by  naval  and  air  bombard- 
ment landed  near  WARDO  (W  BIAK)  against  light  opposition;  15  enemy  were  killed. 
Total  enemy  casualties  on  BIAK  to  date;    4,468  killed;  290  Japs  and  597  Indonese 
captured. 
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19  August  (Oahu  date) 

Shore  based  aircraft  (under  CTF  59)  on  18  August  (K)  bombed  ROTA,  MILLE 
and  NAURU.     On  19  August  (K)  MILLE,  NAURU,  and  VTOT.JE  were  bombed.    P-47's  dropped  fire 
bombs  to  aid  mopping-up  operations  on  TIN IAN;  other  P-47's  bombed  installations  on 
ANATAHAN  ISLAND  (60  mi.  N  of  SATPAN). 

PINTADO  (SS  387),  operating  S  of  KOREA,  reports  at  191346  GCT  sank  2  AZ's. 

Marshall  112J10Z  (Pink)  states  policy  of  War  Department  on  assignment  of 
air  service  units  to  POA. 


Heckling  of  KOROR  ISLAND  (PALAU)  continued  on  night  19-20  August  (Z).  Heavy 
strikes  (120  sorties)  were  made  against  the  RA3AUL  Area  on  18  August  (Z);  enemy  instal- 
lations at  ZAVIENG  and  S  BCUCAIITVILLE  were  also  hit.    Elsewhere  in  the  SWP  Area,  re- 
ports indicate  that  activity  was  limited  to  searches. 


20  August  (Oahu  date) 

CTF  57  200905  summarizes  MARIANAS  ground  operations  12-18  August  (K) . 


CTF  57  171110  summarizes  air  operations  12-16  August  inclusive. 

CenPac  shore-based  aircraft  on  20  August  (K)  bombed  NAURU,  MILLE,  and  WOTJE. 
On  the  same  day  in  the  MARIANAS  P-47's  bombed  the  dock  and  AA  positions,  dropping 
8  tons  through  intense  AA  fire.    One  B-24  bombed  ALAMAGAN  ISLAND  (30  miles  S  of  PAGAN). 
In  the  first  7th  AAF  raid  on  YAP  20  B-24's  on  the  20th  dropped  40  tons  of  100  pounders 
on  air  installations  and  barracks  W  of  the  airfield;  AA  fire  was  meager  and  there  was 
no  interception. 

On  20  August  (K)  41  B-24's  attacked  stores  and  personnel  center  of  TOBELO 
(5  miles  S  of  MITI,  HAI1LAHERA) ;  warehouses  and  other  buildings  were  demolished;  3 
airborne  enemy  fighters  refused  to  intercept.    Heckling  of  ZOROR  ISLAND  (PALAU)  was 
continued  by  4  SB-24's;  there  was  no  AA  and  no  interception.    TALAUD  was  hit  on  the 
20th  by  23  B-25's  which  attacked  ZARAKELONG  ISLAND  in  the  TALAUD  group;  warehouses 
and  other  installations  were  hit  and  a  small  AK  was  set  afire  in  BEO  BAY.  Minor 
strikes  were  made  against  CERAM,  BOEROE,  and  CELEBES.     12  B-25's  hit  ZAI  ISLATID  con- 
centrating against  LANGGOER  airfield,  while  9  Beauforts  started  fires  in  the  barracks 
at  SOE  (TIMOR).    Beaufighters  destroyed  an  AZ  and  damaged  2  others  on  a  shipping 
strike  E  of  UTARCM,  while  4  P-39»b  made  fighter  sweep  along  McCLUER  GULF.    The  TOVAZ 
area  was  heavily  hit  on  the  19th  and  20th  by  medium  attack  and  fighter  bombers. 
MANOZWARI  was  also  hit  on  the  20th  by  19  P-47's  and  7  P-40's  which  concentrated  against 
personnel  areas  and  villages. 

RAY  (SS  271)  (SWPA)  operating  S  CHINA  SEA  during  the  period  4-20  August 
reports  sinking  one  medium  AP,  2  large  AO's,  2  large  AK's,  and  possibly  sinking  one 
medium  AK. 

CincSWPA  190733  (pink)  requests  carrier  air  support  of  operation  against 

TALAUD. 


2043 


^  ^  DECLASSIFIED 
BECSBg.  Authority:  EO  12958,  as  amended 
  HQ  USEUCOM 

20  August  (Oahu  date  -  cont'd) 

Cincpoa  210237  (pink)  states  that  it  is  planned  to  leave  6  CVE's  with  7th  Fleet 
through  the  TALAUD  operation,  as  requested  by  CinCSWPA  in  the  foregoing  dispatch. 

Cincpoa  210816  (pink)  makes  further  reply  to  CinCSWPA' s  190733. 

Com7thFlt  200533  (pink)  requests  carrier  strikes  against  -^EDA-NO,  CELEBES  during 
operation  against  MOROTAI  ISLAND. 

Cincpac  210741  (pink)  replies  to  foregoing  dispatch. 


21  August  (Oahu  date) 


CenPac  shore-based  aircraft  on  20  August  heavily  bombed  DUBLON  and  MOEN  with  27 
B-24's  which  concentrated  against  warehouses,  AA  positions,  and  communication  facilities. 
Search  planes  bombed  WAKE    and  PONAPE;  the  latter  place  was  also  hit  by  B-25's  which 
bombed  the  airfields.    MILLE  was  heavily  bombed  by  SBD's  and  TBP's,  while  FV's  bombed 
runways  at  NAURU.    Landcats  harassed  TAROA  and  WOT JE .    2  PB4Y's  attacked  a  2000-ton 
and  a  700-ton  ship  120  miles  NW  of  MARCUS  en  route  to  MARCUS ;  the  larger  ship  was  left 
afire,  listing  and  dead  in  the  water;  the  smaller  ship  was  left  smoking. 

Further  west  CenPac  shore-based  aircraft  on  21  August  (K)  heavily  bombed  barracks 
and  air  installations  at  YAP  with  20  B-24's.    19  P-47's  hit  AA  positions  on  PAGAH.  An 
unspecified  number  of  Corsairs  bombed  and  strafed  ROTA. 

CROAKER  (SS  246)  operating  S  of  KOREA  reports  at  221203  GOT  all  torpedoes  ex- 
pended.    Sank  a  EUMA  class  cruiser,  one  small  AK,  one  large  ore  ship  (or  AO),  and  one 
PC.    At  220200  GOT  sighted  10  AK's  with  4  escorts  at  29-3011,  129-27E  (110  miles  SSW 
of  KYUSHU). 

TAMBOR  (SS  198)  reports  missing  a  tanker  with  4  torpedoes  at  150440  OCT,  position 
/48-29N,  147-49E  ( OKHOTSK  SEA) .    The  AO  was  inspected  at  range  2000  but  no  identifying 
marks  were  observed  on  her.     On  other  attacks  the  submarine  sank  one  AK  and  reports 
2  hits  in  an  unseen  Jap  ship. 

SANDLANCE  (SS  381)  (SWPA)  summarizes  3rd  war  patrol.    Operating  N  of  MALAY 
BARRIER  sank  one  7500-ton  AK  and  damaged  2  4000-ton  AK's. 

DARTER  (SS  227)  (SWPA)  summarizes  3rd  war  patrol.    Operating  off  HALMAHERA  and 
southern  MINDANAO  sank  one  4400-ton  CM. 

GUITARRO  (SS  363)  (SY/PA)  reports  at  211400  GCT  sank  one  large  AK  with  2  hits 
off  CALAVITE  (NW  extremity  of  MINDORO  ISLAND) . 

w 

HAMMERHEAD  (SS  364)  (SWPA)  summarizes  first  war  patrol.     Operating  S  of  FORMOSA 
sank  one  8600-ton  AK  and  one  100-ton  craft;  damaged  2  6200-ton  AK's. 

SWP  air  forces  on  21  August  heavily  bombed  HALMAHERA;  52  B-24's  attacked  stores, 
personnel  areas,  and  AA  positions  along  WASILE  BAY;  23  B-25's  attacked  KAOE  airdrome 
and  town  by  strafing  and  dropping  parachute  fragmentation  bombs;  an  estimated  8  enemy 
planes  were  damaged  or  destroyed;  KAOE  was  also  hit  on  night  20-21  AugUBt  (K;  by  one 
B-24. 
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21  August  ( Oahu  date  -  cont 1  d) 

2  A-20's  on  a  shipping  strike  E  of  CERAM  set  afire  2  sailing  vessels  and  damaged 
.2  barges.     Beauforts  operating  in  the  VOGELKOP  S  of  UTAROM  sank  one  AK  and  2  coastal 
vessels  and  damaged  6  barges.     On  night  20-21  August  heckling  of  DAVAO  and  KOROR  (PALAU) 
was  continued.    Heavy  attacks  by  medium  attack  and  fighter  bombers  continued  along  the 
N  coaBt  of  NEW  GUINEA  with  strikes  against  enemy  stores  on  SARMI  POINT,  personnel  areas 
and  fuel  dumps  in  the  WEWAK  area,  and  AA  positions  at  MARIPI  village.    4  P-39's  bombed 
and  strafed  the  WAREN  airdrome  while  21  P-47'a  bombed  and  strafed  buildings  and  stores 
in  the  MANOKWARI  area.    On  the  19th  8  Beauforts  bombed  fuel  dumps  at  BORAM  starting 
a  large  fire.    Air  neutralization  and  blockade  continued  against  E  NEW  BRITAIN,  NEW 
IRELAND,  and  BOUGAINVILLE.  u 


22  August  (Oahu  date) 

On  22  August  (K)  an  unspecified  number  of  B-24's  (under  CTF  59)  bombed  barracks 
and  air  installations  W  of  the  YAP  airfield.     On  the  same  day  one  B-24  hit  ASOR  ISLAND 
on  ULITHI.    On  23  August  (K)  2  Navy  Liberators  (from  TF  59)  attacked  a  convoy  of  2  DD's, 
one  large  AK,  and  2  small  AK 1 s  off  W  coast  of  CHICHI  JIMA;  bombing  at  masthead  height, 
one  large  AK  and  one  small  AK  were  sunk,  and  a  small  AK  was  left  smoking;  one  Liberator 
crashed  and  sank  2000  yards  north  of  the  convoy  with  no  survivors  observed. 

HARDER  (SS  257)  and  HADDO  (SS  255)  (both  from  SWPA)  report  at  221230  GCT  results 
of  attack  against  convoy  W  of  LUZON.    HADDO  obtained  5  hits  in  3  AO's  on  21  August. 
At  dawn  on  the  following  day  the  HADDO  and  the  HARDER  wiped  out  3  ships  remaining  in  a 
convoy;  HARDER  sank  one  DD  and  one  loaded  AP;  HADDO  sank  one  DD. 

ASPRO  (SS  309)  (SWPA)  summarizes  4th  war  patrol.    Operating  CELEBES  area  sank 
2  4000-ton  AK's,  one  4000-ton  AP,  and  one  7500-ton  AK;  damaged  one  4000-ton  AK  and  one 
2000-ton  AK. 


CTF  57  230125  reports  commencement  of  systematic  neutralization  by  air  and  small 
surface  vessels  of  military  installations  on  AGUIJAN  ISLAND,  MARIANAS;  this  with  view 
to  capture  if  found  possible  without  undue  losses. 

Cincpoa  230227  directs  Com3rdFlt  to  assume  responsibility  for  forward  area  and 
all  forces  except  INDIANAPOLIS  then  under  control  of  Com5thFlt  at  2130  GCT  26  August. 

Weather  seriously  curtailed  scheduled  strikes  by  SWP  air  forces  on  22  August  (K); 
the  only  sizeable  strike  being  one  by  19  B-24's  against  CERAM .    Single  bombers  on 
search  missions  concentrated  mainly  against  shipping.    A  PB4Y  reports  a  seriously 
damaged  DD  unloading  at  PALAU;  this  plane  strafed  a  160-foot  tender  in  that  area. 
Another  PB4Y  sank  a  100-foot  AK  N  of  MINDANAO.    Hecklers  operated  over  DAVAO  and  PALAU 
during  the  night  21-22  August  (K).    Search  planes  operating  in  the  CELEBES  area  on 
22  August  (K)  report  sinking  one  2500-ton  AK,  one  100-foot  AK,  and  beaching  another  AK; 
3  60-foot  schooners  were  bombed  and  strafed.     On  21  August  60  P-47's  heavily  bombed 
and  strafed  all  day  long  in  the  VOGELKOP.    Strikes  were  made  along  the  N  NEW  GUINEA 
coast  in  support  of  our  ground  forces.    Attacks  were  reported  in  southern  BOUGAINVILLE 
in  the  vicinity  of  KAHILI.  A  . 
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23  August  (Oahu  date) 

CenPac  shore-based  aircraft  on  22  and  23  August  (E)  bombed  PAGAN,  ROTA, 
NAURU,  and  VJOTJE.    TAROA  was  harassed  on  22  August  by  Haw  Landcats  and  on  the 
sane  day  coast  defense  positions  on  MILLE  were  hit  by  Corsairs  and  Dauntlesses. 
On  23  August  (k)  19  B-24's  heavily  bombed  personnel  and  air  installation  areas 
on  YAP.    P-47's  bombed  enemy  command  post  on  AGUIJAN  ISLAND  (S  of  TINIAN). 

RONQUIL  (SS  396)  operating  N  of  FORMOSA  reports  completed  at  232200  GOT 
30-hour  attack  on  16  lightly  loaded  AK  convoy  from  EMPIRE  with  8  PC  and  DD  radar 
equipped  escorts.    Results  of  2  night  attacks  included  5  probable  hits  with  6 
torpedoes  in  low  visibility  with  unknown  damage;  following  this  attack  3  torpedoes 
missed  a  DD  while  one  hit  was  obtained  in  an  AK.    A  dawn  attack  Bank  one  large 
AK  with  one  hit,  while  a  DD  and  an  AK  were  missed  by  3  torpedoes  fired  at  each. 

HADDO  (SS  255)  (SVJPA)  operating  7f  of  LUZON  reports  an  attack  on  an  enemy 
DD  on  morning  23  August  (i);  at  a  range  of  600  yards  the  bow  of  the  DD  was  blown 
off;  damaged  DD  was  in  tow  at  last  report. 

Cincpoa  232108  (pink)  requests  issuance  now  of  a  directive  for  the  CANS WAY 
operation. 

On  night  23-24  August  (K)  heckling  of  KOROR  ISLAND  (PALAU)  was  continued. 
On  the  23rd  a  photo  plane  operating  over  PALAU  took  100  pictures;  2  intercepting 
fighters  prevented  a  second  photo  run.    On  23  August  (K)  53  B-24's  heavily  bombed 
GALELA  (HALMAHERA);  results  were  excellent;  there  was  no  interception;  AA  fire 
was  heavy  but  inaccurate.     93  sorties  were  flown  against  the  NABIRE  runway  and 
dispersal  areaB;  dive  bombing  was  reported  as  effective  and  rendered  the  runway 
unserviceable.    P-40's  from  N0EMF00R,  in  dive  bombing  attacks  against  the  BABO 
airdrome,  left  all  3  runways  unserviceable.    6  bombers  hit  personnel  areas  at 
MAN0KT7ARI;  damage  was  unassessed.    Medium  attack  and  fighter  bombers  gave  close 
support  to  our  ground  forces  in  the  SARMI  and  WEWAK  areas.    A  PB4Y  strafed  a 
heavy  shipping  concentration  at  LEMBEH  STRAIT  (N  CELEBES). 

On  20  August  4  of  9  starting  PV'b  from  FAW-4  attacked  southern  PARAMIISHIRU; 
direct  hits  were  obtained  in  storage  areas  at  MASUGAY7A,  and  one  50-foot  picket 
boat  was  sunk  and  one  75-foot  picket  boat  was  damaged,     5  PV'b  failed  to  reach 
the  target)  3  due  to  mechanical  difficulties  and  2  due  to  errors  in  navigation; 
all  planes  returned  safely.  rj 


24  August  (Oahu  date) 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  23  and  24  August  (K)  heavily  bombed  MILLS, 
concentrating  against  gun  positions,  bivouac  areas  and  the  radio  station;  Marine 
Corsairs  and  Dauntlesses  participated  on  the  23rd  while  Marine  Corsairs  executed 
the  missions  on  the  24th.    On  the  23rd  search  planes  bombed  the  airfields  at  WAKE 
and  PONAPE.    On  24  August  (K)  12  B-25's  bombed  the  new  airfield  and  AA  positions 
on  PONAPE.    On  the  same  day  18  P-47's  demolished  buildings  on  AOUIJAN  ISLAND  (S 
of  SAIPAN)  scoring  several  near  misses  on  gun  positions  and  starting  small  fires 
in  storage  areas.     2  B-24's  hit  TWO  JIMA  on  the  24th  with  20  500-pound  bombs. 

POMPON  (SS  267)  operating  OKHOTSK  reports  at  251225  GCT  attacked  Jap  convoy 
at  50  degrees  North  SAKOALIN  coast.    Sank  AK  with  2  hits  and  damaged  AO  with  2 
hits.    Gunned  one  trawler.  OH  AC 
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PICUDA  (SS  387)  operating  LUZON  STRAIT  with  SPADEFISH  (SS  411)  and  REDFISH 
(SS  395)  reports  at  232348  GOT  SPADEFTSH  sank  one  large  AP,  probably  sank  one  large 
AO,  and  damaged  another  large  AO  now  resting  in  PASALANG  BAY,  LUZON,  guarded  by 
MUTSUKI  DD.    Has  one  prisoner  from  REDFISH  and  one  PICUDA  aboard.    REDFISH  damaged 
one  AO  with  2  hits  and  got  one  probable  hit  in  13-ship  convoy. 

CTF  71  reports  score  of  HADDO  (SS  255),  which  operated  off  MANILA  BAY,  as  one 
AO  and  one  DD  sunk,  one  AO  probably  sunk,  and  one  DD  damaged. 

Cincpac  242034  (pink)  delineates  command  relationships  and  responsibilities 
in  sub-areas  and  islands,  with  particular  reference  to  control  of  shore-based  air 
forces;  emphasizes  non contravention  of  inherent  right  of  senior  naval  or  military 
official  on  the  spot  to  employ  all  forces  in  his  vicinity  to  meet  a  serious 
emergency. 

CominCh  241736  (pink)  announces  approval  by  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  of  changing 
the  category  of  defense  for  the  Hawaiian  area  to  Category  B,  pluB  certain  speci- 
fications . 

Rear  Admiral  Sherman,  with  other  staff  members,  departed  PEARL  for  WASHINGTON, 
D.C.,  at  1700  (V-W). 

On  night  24-25  August  (K)  2  SB-24's  continued  heckling  of  KOROR  ISLAND 
(PALAU)  without  opposition.     On  night  22-23  August  (K)  Black  Cats  bombed  unidenti- 
fied ship  in  DATAO  GULF  with  unobserved  results.     On  24  August  (K)  approximately 
50  B-24's  effectively  bombed  LAL03ATE  airfield  (HALMAHERA);  many  buildings  were 
destroyed,  fuel  fires  were  started,  and  explosions  resulted.     In  LEMBEH  STRAIT 
(HE  CELEBES )  18  B-25's  attacked  enemy  shipping;  5  merchant  vessels  were  sunk,  one 
light  cruiser  which  was  left  burning  was  probably  sunk,  2  merchant  vessels  were 
damaged,  and  many  luggers  and  barges  were  damaged  by  strafing.    UTAROM  airfield 
was  dive  bombed  by  32  P-40's  which  left  the  runway  unserviceable;  other  GEELVINK 
BAY  airdromes  were  consistently  dive  bombed  by  fighters  with  good  results.  One 
SB-24  damaged  and  left  burning  a  freighter  transport  in  the  CELEBES  area.  A 
coastal  sweep  by  P-39's  west  of  BUT  caused  an  estimated  17  enemy  casualties.  18 
3-24' s  bombed  KAI  ISLAND  concentrating  against  LANGGOER  town  and  airdrome. 

25  August  (Oahu  date)  v 

CTF  57  222350  summarizes  operations  17  to  21  August  inclusive.  / 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  24  and  25  August  (K)  bombed  NAURU  and  PAGAN. 
On  24  August  (K)  ROTA  was  bombed.    On  25  August  (K)  MILLS,  TWO  JIMA,  and  ACUIJAN 
were  attacked.    One  B-24  hit  YAP  barracks  with  40  100-lb.  bombs  on  the  25th;  the 
same  plane  passing  over  WOLEAI  observed  the  runway  there  to  be  inope rational. 

-  Continued  - 


24  August  (Oahu  date  -  cont'd) 
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SAILFISH  (SS  192),  operating  W.  of  LUZON,  reports  at  251345  GCT  sank  2  AK's. 

PICUDA  (SS  387),  operating  with  REDFISH  (SS  395)  in  LUZON  STRAIT,  reports  in- 
tercepting convoy  of  10  merchantmen  and  about  5  escorts  to  westward  of  BABUYAN  CHAN- 
NEL at  250130  GCT;  sank  1  AK.    REDFISH  hit  the  same  convoy  off  CAPE  BOJEADOR  at 
250400  GCT,  and  sank  2  AK's. 

CABRILIA  (SS  28S)(SWPA)  summarizes  5th  war  patrol.    Operating  SULU  SEA  sank  1 
10,000-ton  AO  and  2  4,000-ton  AK's,  and  damaged  l' 9,900-ton  AP. 

13th  AF  continued  the  heckling  of  KOROR  TOWN  (PALAU)  on  night  25-26  August  (K) 
During  the  day  of  the  25th  36  B-24's  bombed  the  PALAUS,  24  planes  hitting  KOROR  TOWN, 
and  12  attacking  MALAKAL  HARBOR.    Of  8  intercepting  enemy  fighters,  2  were  damaged. 
1  of  our  B-24's  was  shot  down  by  fighters  25  miles  south  of  the  target;  3  parachutes 
were  seen  to  open,  but  were  strafed.    30  miles  south  of  the  target  2  3-24's  collided 
and  crashed;  1  parachute  was  seen  to  open;     cause  of  the  collision  was  unknown. 

On  25  August  (K)  17  3-24' s  from  OWI  ISLAND  struck  dispersal  areas  at  the 
HAROEKOE  Airdrome  (S  of  CERAM),  while  11  other  B-24's  from  OWI  bombed  the  LIANG 
Airdrome  (AMBOINA).    38  fighter  bombers  from  NOEMFOOR  continued  bombing  of  the 
VOGELKOP  runways,  dropping  19  500-lb.  bombs  at  JEFMAN,  12  at  SAMATE,  10  at  MANOK- 
WARI,  8  at  KOEMI,  and  6  at  WAREN.    The  BABO  runway  was  also  bombed  with  8  tons  by 
35  RAAF  P-40»s  from  NOEMFOOR.    8  RAAF  A-20's  bombed  and  strafed  the  SAGAN  Airdrome. 
10  P-39's  attacked  west  VOGELKOP  buildings,  destroying  buildings,  and  causing  a  large 
explosion.    Medium,  attack,  and  fighter  bombers  attacked  enemy  troop  concentrations 
and  installations  along  the  N  NEW  GUINEA  Coast;  attacks  were  made  against  SARMI, 
WEWAK,  DAGUA,  and  BUT  Areas. 


26  August  (Oahu  date) 


On  25  August  (K)  29  B-24's  from  K¥fAJALEIN  hit  TRUK  with  64  tons;  of  7  to  9 
interceptors,  1  was  damaged;  5  B-24's  were  damaged,  3  by  enemy  fighters  and  2  by 
AA  fire.     On  the  same  day  20  F4U»s  bombed  gun  positions  on  WOTJE,  while  86  SBD's 

and  TBF's  dropped  32  tons  in  MILLE  building  areas.    On  night  25-26  August  (K) 
WOTJE,  MALOELAP,  JALUIT,  and  KILLE  were  harassed. 

On  26  August  (K)  19  B-24's  from  SAIPAH  hit  the  airfield  and  other  installa- 
tions on  TWO  JBIA  with  42-tt  tons;  of  8  to  10  enemy  interceptors,  2  were  shot  down, 
2  damaged,  and  1  probably  shot  down;  AA  fire  was  reported  as  intense  and  accurate; 
12  B-24's  were  damaged.  On  the  same  day  11  B-25's  from  ENGEBI  dropped  11  tons  on 
the  two  PONAPE  airfields,  and  AA  positions  on  JOKAJ  ISLAND.  P-47's  continued 
bombing  and  strafing  of  AGUIJAN  ISLAND.  F4U's  hit  MILLE  and  TALOELAP,  while  PV's 
bombed  runways  and  personnel  areas  on  NAURU. 

13th  AF  continued  the  heckling  of  KOROR  TOWN  ( PALAU )  on  night  26-27  August 
(K).    During  che  day  of  the  26th  the  PALAUS  were  again  bombed  by  B-24's;  22  planes 
concentrated  against  KOROR  TOTN,  while  the  remaining  11  attacked  the  PELELIU  air- 
drome; there  was  no  enemy  interception,  and  no  plane  loss  was  reported. 

On  26  August  (k)  23  B-24's  hit  LIANG  (AI.IBOINA)  runway  and  dispersal  areas, 
while  fighter  bombers  continued  neutralization  of  the  VOGELKOP  airfields.     16  P-38's 
started  a  large  fuel  fire  at  KITI,  HALMAHERA,  meeting  no  interception.  Fighter 
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26  August  (Oahu  date  -  cont'd) 

bombers  again  operated  against  gun  positions  and  fuel  dumps  in  the  WEWAK  area.  On 
night  25-26  August,  a  single  Liberator  bombed  DAVAO  without  opposition.    On  the 
25th,  70  F4U's  and  17  SBD's  hit  RABAUL  barges  and  installations;  other  planes 
damaged  5  piers  at  TOMOLEI  HARBOR  (BOUGAINVILLE) . 


27  August  (Oahu  date) 

CenFac  shore-based  aircraft  on  26  and  27  August  (K )  heavily  attacked  MILLE 
with  SBD's  and  TBF's,  while  PV»s  bombed  runways  and  gun  positions  on  NAURU.  JALUIT 
was  harassed  during  night  26-27  August  (K).     On  27  August  (K)  P-47's  attacked  PAGAN 
while  one  B-24  on  reconnaissance  bombed  WOLEAI  and  YAP. 

TANG  (SS  306)  operating  south  of  HONSHU  reports  at  271052  GOT  sank  1  naval 
transport,  1  diesel  tanker,  1  gunboat,  1  medium  freighter,  and  1  escort  vessel j 
damaged  1  freighter  and  1  patrol  yacht. 

RONQUIL  (SS  396) reports  at  271912  GOT  in  attack  off  east  shore  FORMOSA  missed 
Maru  with  4  torpedoes  and  missed  trawler  with  one.    2  of  the  torpedoes  hit  in 
waterfront  causing  some  damage. 

BLUEGILL  (SS  242)  (SWPA)  summarizes  2nd  war  patrol.     Operating  CELEBES  SEA 
sank  2  4000-ton  AK's,  1  500-ton  TB,  and  1  100-ton  craft. 

Heckling  of  KOROR  ISLAND  (PALAU)  was  continued  on  night  27-28  August  (K)  by 
2  SB-24's  from  13th  AF. 

5th  AF  on  27  August  (K)  continued  with  the  bombing  of  VOGELKOP  airdromes  and 
villages,  while  fighter  sweeps  were  made  along  McCLUER  GULF.    Medium  attack  and 
fighter  bombers  also  continued  their  strikes  along  north  NEW  GUINEA  coast  concen- 
trating against  enemy  troops  and  installations  in  the  WEWAK  and  SARMI  areas.  Single 
PB4Y  search  planes  continued  to  attack  enemy  shipping  in  the  vicinity  of  CELEBES, 
MANADO,  MORO  GULF,  DAVAO,  and  TAWI  TAWI.    Air  neutralization  and  blockade  of  east 
NEW  BRITAIN,  NEW  IRELAND,  and  BOUGAINVILLE  was  continued  on  the  26th. 

On  26  August  3  B-24's  from  11th  AF  executed  an  armed  reconnaissance  of 
KASIir.VABARA;  all  planes  returned  safely.     On  27  August  4  of  12  starting  PV'e  from 
FAW-4  bombed  shore  installations  on  PARAMUSHIRU  and  attacked  small  cargo  boats 
off  the  island;  all  planes  returned  safely.    On  the  same  day  6  B-24's  from  11th  AF 
also  attacked  shore  installations  on  PARAf.N'SHIRU;  all  planes  returned  safely.  2 
B-25's  from  11th  AF  sank  one  Jap  picket  boat.  J 


28  August  (Oahu  date) 

On  28  August  (K)  B-24's  from  SAIPAN  bombed  during  daylight  IWO  J MA  (13  B-24's 
and  PAGAN  (3  B-24's);  1  B-24  harassed  17/0  J IMA  on  night  27-28  August;  1  B-24  made 
a  photo  reconnaissance  of  YAP  and  WOLEAI.    PAGAN  was  also  hit  on  the  28th  by  16 
P-47's  from  SAIPAN,  while  3  other  P-47's  bombed  ALAMAGAN  IS  (S  of  PAGAN).     In  the 
MARS HALLS ,  MILLE  was  attacked  by  SBD's  and  TBF's,  and  WOTJE  by  F4U's. 
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28  August  (Oahu  date  -  cont'd) 

CominCh  &  CNO  261545  (pink)  approved  establishment  of  PHILIPPINE  Sea 
Frontier. 

CERO  (SS  225)  (SWA)  summarizes  5th  war  patrol.     Operating  S  MINDANAO  sank 
1  8000-ton  AO. 

PERMIT  (SS  178)  (SWPA)  sumarizes  13th  war  patrol.    Operating  on  lifeguard 
station  off  YAP  and  VVOLEAI  sank  1  800-ton  craft. 

ANGLER  (SS  240)  (SYiPA)  summarizes  4th  war  patrol.    Operating  off  LUZON  sank 
1  8800-ton  AK. 

RAYTON  (SS  270)  (SWPA)  operating  1  of  LUZON  reports  damaging  large  AO  with 
one  hit  on  4  August. 

28  B-24's  from  13th  AF  heavily  attacked  the  I'ALAUS  on  28  August  (K);  18 
planes  hit  KOROR  TOW,  while  the  remaining  10  bombed  PELELIU,  EIL  MALK,  MALAKAL, 
and  ARAKA3ESAN.    There  was  no  interception.    AA  fire  damaged  5  planes  and  shot 
one  down  over  KOROR  TOWN. 

On  28  August  (K)  5th  AF  conducted  heavy  and  widely  scattered  strikes.  62 
B-24's  and  27  P-38  fighter  bombers  bombed  barracks  and  other  installations  along 
S  perimeter  of  AMBON,  and  the  seaplane  base.    48  fighter  bombers  hit  the  airdrome 
and  runways  at  UTARCM.     2  SB-24's  heckled  DAVAO.     Search  planes  continued  to 
attack  shipping  in  the  vicinity  of  CERAM,  HALMAHERA,  and  LAUBEH  STRAIT.  Strikes 
continued  along  N  NEW  GUINEA  coast,  mainly  concentrated  in  the  WEWAK  area.  Strikes 
also  continued  in  E  NEW  BRITAIN,  N  NEW  IRELAND ,  and  S  BOUGAINVILLE. 


29  August  (Oahu  date)  ^ 

On  28  August  (K)  7  7th  AF  B-24's  bombed  IWO  J IMA  airfield  with  fragmentation 
clusters,  while  4  other  B-24's  hit  air  installations  on  PAGAN.     On  the  same  day 
Navy  Landcats  harassed  TAROA  and  WOTJE  by  bombing  personnel  areas,  while  SBD'b 
and  F4U's  heavily  bombed  gun  positions  on  MILLE,  and  PV's  continued  pounding 
NAURU  runways. 

On  29  August  (K)  16  P-47's  from  SAIPAN  strafed  AA  positions  on  PAGAN,  meet- 
ing no  return  fire,    TRUK  was  hit  heavily  by  21  B-24's  which  concentrated  against 
both  MOEN  airfields.    SBD's  and  F4U's  attacked  gun  emplacements  on  TAROA  and 
MILLE,  while  Army  3-25 «s  bombed  PONAPE  airfields. 

COD  (SS  224)  (SWPA)  summarizes  4th  war  patrol.    Operating  north  of  MALAY 
BARRIER  sank  1  4000-ton  AK,  1  2000-ton  AK,  1  2000 -ton  naval  auxiliary  vessel,  and 
1  1000-ton  auxiliary  transport;  damaged  1  4000-ton  AK. 

JCS  262156  discusses  confinement  of  Japanese  POW's  and  civilians  in  American 
captured  territory;  also  discusses  use  of  Koreans  for  labor  purposes. 

On  29  August  (K)  2  SB-24»s  from  5th  AF  continued  heckling  of  DAVAO.  39 
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29  August  (Oahu  date  -  cont'd) 

B-24's  and  23  B-25»s  from  OWI  ISLAND  heavily  bombed  storage  and  personnel  areas, 
and  AA  positions  along  WASILE  BAY,  and  at  KAOE  TOWN  (HALMAHERA).    31  P-38's 
(loaded  with  1000-lb.  bombs)  attacked  barracks  and  oil  tanks  at  BOELA  (CERAM). 
23  P-47's  from  NOEMFOOR  ISLAND  bombed  the  UTAH  CM  runway  and  MANOKWARI  storage 
areas;  30  other  fighter  bombers  (from  BIAK)  hit  the  BABO  and  RAMS IK I  airdromes. 
Other  fighter  sweeps  were  made  along  west  GEELVINK  BAY  and  south  VOGELKOP. 
Attacks  continued  in  the  AITAF E-WEViAK  area.    Search  planes  continued  to  attack 
shipping  east  of  MINDANAO,  and  in  vicinity  of  KAI  ISLANDS ,  MANADO,  TIMOR,  and 
CELEBES .    Strikes  also  continued  against  E  NEW  BRITAIN,  N  NEW  IRELAND,  and  S 
BOUGAINVILLE • 

On  28  August  5  of  6  starting  PV's  from  FAW-4  bombed  shore  installations 
(by  2  PV's)  and  shipping  (by  3  PV's)  at  PARAMUSHIRU  and  SHIMUSHU.    2  B-25's 
attacked  picket  boats  10  miles  N  of  SHIMUSHU.    One  PV  landed  in  KAMCHATKA  after 
being  damaged  by  enemy  fighters.    On  the  29th  PARAMUSHIRU  was  again  bombed  by 
3  11th  AF  B-24's  and  4  PV's  from  FAW-4.  a 


30  August  (Oahu  date) 

CenPac  shore-based  aircraft  on  29  August  (K)  hit  the  PAGAN  airfield,  meeting 
neither  interception  nor  AA  fire.    A  reconnaissance    B-24  operated  over  WOLEAI 
and  YAP,  encountering  only  meager  AA  fire.     On  night  29-30  August  (K)  2  B-24's 
bombed  IWO  JIMA  with  unobserved  results. 

On  30  August  (k)  P-47's  (from  SAIPAN)  strafed  PAGAN  automatic  weapons  and 
storage  areas.    A  single  B-24  reconnaissance  plane  again  operated  over  WOLEAI  and 
YAP  on  the  30th;  moderate  AA  fire  .was  received.    MILLE  was  heavily  hit  on  the  30th 
by  65  F4U's  and  43  SBD's  which  concentrated  against  gun  positions;  the  only  oppo- 
sition was  meager  AA  fire.    On  night  29-30  August  (K)  1  Catalina  harassed  NAURU, 
while  on  the  following  day  36  Army  B-25's  heavily  attacked  gun  positions  and  air 
strips  on  that  island. 

GHQ  SWPA  290911  states  plans  for  reduction  of  U.S.  forces  at  EMIRAU  and  other 
stations  on  SCLOMONS-EMIRAU  axis;  requests  consideration  be  given  to  continuation 
of  SoPac  logistic  support  pending  readjustment  of  these  forces. 

In  the  SWPA  on  30  August  (K)  heavy  frontal  activity  cancelled  5th  AF  long 
range  strikes,  and  hampered  VOGELKOP  and  VfEWAK  area  operations.     On  night  29-30 
August  (K)  heckling  of  DAVAO  was  continued  by  3  SB-24's;  during  the  same  period, 
2  PBY's  on  a  MANADO  shipping  strike  destroyed  2  SC's,  sank  a  small  AO,  and  possibly 
sank  a  small  AK  or  AO.     In  the  LEMBEH  STRAITS  a  damaged  minelayer  was  bombed  by  a 
PBY  and  left  s  inking  after  a  direct  hit  and  several  near  misses.    12  NOEMFOOR-based 
RAAF  P-40's  bombed  IDORE  VILLAGE  on  GEELVINK  BAY.    5  ?-47's  bombed  storage  areas 
at  SARMI  POINT. 

SEALION  (SS315)  operating  north  LUZON  reports  at  311235  GCT  sank  1  AP  and  1 
unidentified  DD.    Probably  sank  AO  with  2  hits. 
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30  August  (Oahu  date  -  cont'd) 

BOWFIN  (SS  287)  operating  RYUKYU- CHINA  coast  area  reports  at  301101  GOT  sank 
2  MINEKAZE  DD'b,  2  large  AK's,  and  destroyed  a  trawler  by  gunfire.  Damaged  a  large 
AP  or  AK  in  night  surface  attack.     Demolished  new  concrete  pier  and  1  auto  bus 
at  25-50N,  131-12E  (S  BORODINO)  with  6  torpedoes. 

13th  AF  on  29  August  (k)  sent  3  squadrons  of  P-38's  (32  planes)  to  dive  bomb 
both  NAMLEA  airdromes.    On  the  same  day  12  RAAF  P-40's  bombed  the  BABO  airstrip, 
while  3  other  RAAF  P-40's  bombed  NOEM  VILLAGE  on  McCLDER  GULF. 

13th  AF  on  30  August  (K)  struck  PATAU  with  33  B-24's;  KOROR  TOWN  and  MALAKAL 
HARBOR  were  hit)  there  was  no  interception.    10  B-25's  hit  2  villages  in  the 
northern  TAN 1MB AR  group.    On  the  29th  147  P4U's,  B-25's,  and  SBD's  hit  personnel 
areas  on  west  GAZELLE  PENINSULA. 

CinCSWPA  reports  only  minor  patrol  contacts  in  the  BOUGAINVILLE,  WAKDE,  and 
AITAPE  areas;  in  the  latter  area  160  Jap  bodies  were  found;  starvation  had  caused 


51  August  ( Oahu  Date )  - 

On  31  August  (K)  8  P-47's  (from  SAIPAH)  used  48  rockets  on  automatic  weapon 
positions  on  PAGAN,  while  other  P-47's  strafed  enemy  defenses  on  PAGAN;  meager  AA 
fire  damaged  1  plane.    A  single  B-24  dropped  40  125-lb.  fragmentation  bombs  on  AA 
positions  and  the  radio  station  on  PAGAN.    MILLE  gun  positions  were  hit  on  the  31st 
by  P4U's  and  SBD's  while  a  single  Navy  landcat  bombed  NAURU.    A  single  PBY  operating 
between  HAHA  JIMA  and  IWO  JIMA  on  the  31st,  reported  sinking  1  small  AK  and  3 
powered  sampans,  and  badly  damaging  another  small  AK. 

ComFwdArea  CenPac  272310  summarizes  operations  22-26  August  inclusive. 

On  evening  31  August  (E.  Long.  Date)  large  Jap  convoy  northwest  LUZON  inter- 
cepted and  attacked  simultaneously  by  wolf pack  BARB  (SS  220),  QUEENFISH  (SS  393), 
and  TUNNY  (SS  282)  and  wolf pack  GROWLER  (SS  215),  SEALION  (SS  315),  and  PAMPANITO 
(SS  383).    BARB  sank  1  6500-ton  AK  and  1  2, 500- ton  AK.    QUEENFISH  sank  1  AO  with 
2  hits  and  got  2  hits  in  AK  with  results  unobserved.    TUNNY"  unable  attack.  GROmLER 
sank  1  fleet  DD  and  1  AO  and  damaged  2  AK's.    SEALION  (reported  in  yesterday's 
summary)  sank  1  AP  and  1  unidentified  DD  and  probably  sank  AO  with  2  hits.  PAMPANITC 
results  unknown. 

BATFISH  (SS  310)  operating  NW  PALAU  reports  at  311200  GCT  August  sank  1 
MINEKAZE  DD  with  3  hits. 

REDFIN  (SS  272)(SV7PA)  reports  picking  up  on  30  August  Commander  J.D.  Crowley 
and  16  other  crew  members  of  the  FLIER  (SS  250)  which  sank  in  BALA3AC  STRAITS  (N. 
of  BORNEO)  after  hitting  a  mine  on  23  August. 

On  31  August  (K)  24  B-24's  (from  DARWIN )  hit  the  LIANG  airfield,  and  an  air- 
strip on  TIMOR.    3  SB-24's  bombed  the  MA TINA  airdrome  (S.  MINDANAO )  and  dispersal 
areas,  starting  large  fires,    48  A-20's  and  B-25's,  from  HOLLANDIA,  and  16  P-47's, 
from  N0EMFO0R,  heavily  hit  AA  positions  and  other  installations  at  UTAROM.     12  P-47'e 
attacked  JEFKAN  and  RANSIKI  airfields  in  the  VOGELKOP.     18  Beauforts  and  4  P-39's, 
from  TADJI,  bombed  villages  and  fuel  dumps  on  KATRIRU  and  MUSCHU  ISLANDS. 
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12  RAAF  P-40's,  from  N0EMF00R,  bombed  KOKAS  with  5  tons,  causing  a  fire  and  large 
explosion  near  a  jetty.    6  other  RAAF  F-40's  strafed  shipping  in  MACCLUER  GULF, 
while  4  fighter  bombers  hit  enemy  stores  on  SE  CERAM.    42  F4TJ's  hit  the  RABAUL 
supply  Areas;  usual  strikes  continued  against  KAVIENG ,  and  against  S.  NEW  IRELAND 
and  S.  BOUGAINVILLE.    A  single  PBY  search  plane  in  a  night  strike  in  the  CELEBES 
Area  reported  sinking  1  freighter  transport  in  MINADO  BAY,  a  large  schooner  off 
CAPE  KALAFA,  and  destroying  several  of  30  barges  nested  at  AMOERANG  wharf. 


1  September  (Oahu  date) 


(5W 


CenPac  shore-based  aircraft  on  31  August  (K)  hit  building  areas  and  gun 
positions  on  MLLLE  with  69  tons;  an  unspecified  number  of  F4U's  and  SBD's,  and  2 
B-25's  participated.    On  the  same  day  one  B-24  dropped  six  tons  on  PAGAN  against 
no  opposition,  while  one  reconnaissance  B-24  operated  over  YAP  and  VTOLEAI.  On 
1  September  (K)  an  unspecified  number  of  P-47's  strafed  and  fired  30  rockets  at 
PAGAN  AA  positions  against  meager  light  AA  fire.    A  reconnaissance  B-24  again 
operated  over  YAP  and  VTOLEAI . 

BATFISH  (SS  310)  on  31  August  (E  Long,  date)  destroyed  a  beached  FUBUKE  DD 
with  2  hits  on  NW  PALAU. 

DACE  (SS  247)  (SWPA)  summarizes  4th  war  patrol.     Operating  CELEBES  SEA  sank 
one  2000-ton  AK  and  one  1200-ton  vessel;  damaged  one  large  AP. 

On  31  August  (K)  33  B-24's  from  13th  AF  bombed  the  PALAUS  concentrating 
against  KOROR  TOWN  (9  3-24* s),  PELELIU  airdrome  (22  B-24' a),  A1IGAUR  ISLAND  (1  B-24), 
and  BABELTIIUAP  airdrome  (1  B-24) j  heavy  AA  was  intense  and  accurate  over  KORCR 
TOWN;  4  of  our  planes  were  damaged.     On  1  September  (K)  B-24's  from  13th  AF  again 
bombed  the  kALAUS;  the  34  planes  which  participated  concentrated  against  KOROR 
TOWN;  there  was  no  interception,  but  AA  fire  was  intense  and  generally  accurate; 
one  place  was  shot  down  and  crashed  in  KOROR  TOV.TI;  2  parachutes  were  seen  to  open. 

On  31  August  (K)  24  P-38'e  bombed  runways  at  both  NAM LEA  airdromes  with  34 
500-lb  bombs;  12  other  P-38's  attacked  SAMATE  runway  and  strafed  JEFMAN  airstrip. 
12  RAAF  P-40's  from  N0EMF00R  again  bombed  K OKAS ,  striking  the  saw-mill  area  and 
destroying  buildings;  10  other  RAAF  P-40's  bombed  BABO  hitting  the  airstrip  with 
18  500-lb  and  250-lb  bombs.    Fighter  bombers  hit  enemy  installations  in  TADJI,  7fOM, 
and  WEVJAK  areas.    On  night  31  August  -  1  September  (K)  3  B-24's  bombed  LICANAN, 
SASSA,  and  VAT INA  airfields  in  the  vicinity  of  DAVAO . 

On  1  September  (K)  the  first  heavy  strike  was  made  against  DAVAO  airdromes 
with  57  B-24's  from  the  5th  AF  bombing  LICANAN,  SASSA,  and  MAXIMA.,  destroying 
an  estimated  22  planes  on  the  ground  and  blowing  up  installations  and  starting 
fires.     Of  9  enemy  fighters  which  intercepted  at  LICANAN,  one  was  probably  destroyed; 
our  losses  to  interception  were  none;  intense,  accurate,  heavy  AA  fire  over  J.ATINA 
shot  down  two  of  our  B-24's.    MAT INA  was  attacked  by  19  planes  which  dropped  34 
tons  and  destroyed  4  planes  on  the  ground.     16  planes  hit  LICANAN  with  39  tons; 
explosions  resulted  and  4  planes  were  destroyed  on  the  ground.    SASSA  was  attacked 
by  22  planes  which  dropped  37  tons  and  destroyed  an  estimated  14  planes  on  the 
ground.    5  B-24's  which  were  unable  to  strike  the  DAVAO  airdromes  bombed  BEO  on 
TALAUD  ISLAND. 
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On  1  September  (K)  32  P-47's  from  N0I21FOOR  attack  BOELA,  dropping  8  tons 
and  starting  7  fires.  BOELA  was  also  attacked  by  11  P-33's  from  OWT;  the  dive 
bombing  planes  dropped  1000-lb  bombs.  10  P-40's  from  BIAK  dive  bombed  ?TAI,rLEA 
hitting  runways  and  barracks  areas  in  the  old  drome  area,  while  UTAROM  runways 
were  again  hit  by  A-20 ' s .  47  A-20's  and  B-25's  operating  from  HOLLAND IA  cratered 
the  BABO  runway  with  26  500-lb  bombs.  The  S  NEW  GUINEA  coast  from  ETNA  BAY  to 
WAJDOE  was  attacked  by  P-39's  from  BIAK.  ^/A-^ 

2  September  (Oahu  date) 

CenPac  shore  based  aircraft  on  1  Sept*  (K)  sent  an  unspecified  number  of  F4U*s 
to  bomb  gun  positions  and  housing  areas  on  ROTA  with  1,0O0-£(b  bombs.    On  2  Sept.  (K) 
16  F-47's  and  an  unspecified  number  of  3-24 rs  bombed  and  strafed  AA  positions  on 
PAGAN;  AA  fire  was  meager.    YAP  and  TTOLEAI  were  again  reconnoitered  by  1  3-24. 

IsCom  GUAM  reports  at  020910  GOT  Captain  Yamaga  Moriji,  Japanese  Navy,  was 
made  POW;  he  was  in  charge  of  Weather  Bureau,  Central  Pacific. 

RAY  (SS  271)(SWPA)  summarizes  5th  war  patrol.    Operating  N  of  MALAY  BARRIER, 
mainly  W  of  LUZON,  sank  3  10,000-ton  AO's  and  1  6,400-ton  AP;  damaged  1  7,500-ton 
AX,  1  4, 000- ton  AK,  and  1  6,900-ton  AK. 

STINGRAY  (SS  186)(SWPA)  reports  picking  up  on  31  August  1  officer  and  3  en- 
listed men  who  are  apparently  survivors  from  the  Jap  cruiser  NATORI  which  was  sunk 
on  18  August. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  1  Sept.  3  B-24's  from  11th  AF  and  6  PV's  from  FACT  4 
flew  a  bombardment  mission  against  northern  KURILES;  only  1  plane  of  each  type 
reached  the  objective  and  bombed  with  unobserved  results!  all  planes  returned  safely. 

On  2  Sept,  (k)  33  B-24's  from  13th  AF  bombed  KOROR  TOWN  (PALAU);  2  planes 
were  damaged  and  1  failed  to  return;  1  small  AK,  2  medium  AK's,  and  2  large  AK's 
were  observed  in  the  PALAUS. 


The  only  operations  reported  by  5th  AF  were  activities  of  search  planes  which 
continued  their  daily  strikes  against  enemy  shipping.    A  PB4Y  sank  an  oil  barge  100 
miles  N  of  PALAU.    A  small  AK  was  damaged  near  CELE3ES.    A  snail  AK  was  sunk  off 
V.r  CERAM.    At  DAVAO  a  small  unidentified  vessel  was  bombed  and  left  in  a  sinking 
condition.    A  PB4Y  attacked  12  small  AK's  SE  of  MINDANAO  driving  several  of  them 
toward  the  beach. 


3  September  (Oahu  date) 

CTG  12.5  040738  reports  results  of  training  strike  against  WAKE.     Group  con- 
sisted of  cruisers  CHESTER,  PENSACOLA,  and  SALT  LAKE  CITY,  CVE  1'ONTEREY ,  and  3 
DD's. 
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CTG  38.4  031229  summarizes  results  of  strikes  against  the  BONINS  during  the 
period  31  August-2  September  (E.  Long.  date).    Group  consisted  of  2  CV's  (FRANKLIN, 
ENTERPRISE),  2  CVL's  ( BELLEAU  Y/OOD,  SAN  JACINTO),  1  CA  (NEW  ORLEANS ) ,  1  CL  (BILOXl), 
and  12  DD's  (DesRon  6,  DesDiv  12,  DesDiv  24).     633  sort  ies  were  flown  over  target 
areas.    We  lost  5  planes  in  combat  and  4  operational;  1  pilot  and  3  crewien  were 
lost  in  combat.     Damage  to  enemy  shipping  was  assessed  as  J_ships  sunk,  j5_pj-obably 
sunk,  4  damaged,  and  6  oil  barges  sunk.    _ll_enemy  planes  v/ere  shot  down  in  combat, 
35we_re~  destroyed  on  the  ground,  19  were  probably  destroyed  on  the  ground,  and  12 
were  damaged  on  the  ground.  — 

CenFac  shore-based  aircraft  on  2  September  (K)  bombed  MILLE  with  33  tons, 
ffOTJE  with  22^-  tons,  IIALOELAP  with  8  tons,  TRUK  with  55  tons  (27  B-24's),  and 
PONAPE  with  11  tons.     On  3  September  (K)  40  B-24's  from  SAIPAN  hit  r»70  JB<A  with 
96  tons;  1  B-24  crashed  but  all  crew  members  bailed  out  and  were  believed  to  have 
been  picked  up  by  TG  38.4;  3  other  B-24's  were  damaged.     Other  strikes  on  the  3rd 
were  made  against  NAURU  runways  and  gun  positions  by  B-25's  which  dropped  15  tons; 
P-47's  fired  rockets  at  enemy  installations  on  PAGAN  and  MAUG  while  F4U's  bombed 
ROTA. 

PINTADO  (SS  387)  operating  S  of  KOREA  reports  sinking  2  large  AO's  and  1 
large  whale  factory  (this  submarine  on  19  August  reported  sinking  2  AK's). 

RASHER  (SS  269)  returning  from  patrol  SOUTH  CHINA  SEA  reports  having  sunk 
5  ships  for  45,000  tons  and  damaging  4  others  for  22,000  tons. 

In  the  North  Pacific  at  012305  one  B-25  from  11th  AF  sank  one  90-foot  Jap 
vessel  moored  to  dock  at  K AFAR I  ZAKI  (SW  tip  of  PARAP'HSHIRU) .    A  building  alongside 
the  dock  was  also  destroyed. 

Heavy  strikes  were  made  on  3  September  (K)  by  5th  AF  against  enemy  air  in- 
stallations and  shipping  along  northeastern  CELEBES,  with  60  B-24's  dropping  150 
tons.    At  LANGOAN  22  B-24's  destroyed  15  planes  in  revetments  with  100  1000-lb 
bombs;  1  B-24  was  lost  in  this  operation  while  one  enemy  interceptor  was  shot  down 
and  another  was  probably  shot  down.    38  B-24's  hit  LEFBEH  with  100  tons,  destroy- 
ing warehouses  and  other  buildings.    A  small  freighter  transport  was  destroyed. 
Of  8-10  enemy  interceptors  2  were  destroyed  and  3  were  probably  destroyed;  no  B-24's 
were  damaged. 

On  night  2-3  September  (K)  MATINA  (airfield  near  DAVA0)  was  hit  by  one  B-24 
which  damaged  the  taxiway  with  5  500-lb  bombs.     On  the  same  night  another  B-24 
damaged  one  small  A?.  (300-700  ton)  at  DAVAO.     On  the  3rd  a  second  heavy  strike  was 
made  on  DAVAO  when  58  B-24's  struck  with  130  tons;  P-38's  provided  escort;  3  enemy 
planes  were  shot  down;  all  of  our  planes  returned  safely.    Also  on  the  3rd  one 
PB4Y  sea'ch  plane  sank  a  small  AS.  (150-ton)  N  of  MINDANAO;  and  set  fire  to  another 
in  SARANGANI  BAY. 


In  attacks  by  single  search  planes  in  the  N.  E.  I.  area,  4-5  small  AK's  and 
schooners  were  sunk  and  at  least  six  were  damaged.    9  P-38's  bombed  oil  tanks  and 
the  radio  station  at  B0ELA  (CERAI.t)  with  9  1000-lb  bombs.     On  night  1-2  September 
(K)  B-24's  from  AUSTRALIA  attacked  stores  and  dispersal  areas  on  TBI  OR;  fires 
and  explosions  resulted. 
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3  September  (Oahu  date  -  cont'd) 

In  the  NEW  GUINEA  area  on  2  September  (K)  KOKAS  was  heavily  attacked  by  121 
P-40's  armed  with  102  500-lb  and  250-lb  bombB.     On  the  3rd  42  A-20's  and  3-25 's  hit 
the  airfield  at  NABIRE. 

Air  neutralization  in  the  BISMARCKS-S0LOM0NS  area  continued  on  1  September 
with  65  SBD's  and  F4U's  hitting  NEW  IRELAND,  and  30  F4U's  attacking  KAHILI  in 
southern  BOUGAINVILLE. 


4  September  (Oahu  date) 

On  4  September  (K)  16  F-47'e  from  7th  AF  launched  rockets  and  strafed  gun 
positions  on  PAGAN.     On  night!  3-4  September  (K)  a  single  Navy  search  plane  heckled 
NAURU.     On  the  3rd  and  4th  a  single  B-24  continued  reconnaissance  of  YAP  and  WOLEAI. 

On  3  September  (K)  11  B-25's  strafed  gun  positions  near  PITOE  airdrome  (!."0R0- 
TAl)j  on  the  same  day  11  other  B-25's  made  a  shipping  strike  in  LEMBEH  STRAITS 
where  2  of  the  B-25's  were  shot  down. 

On  night  3-4  September  (K)  search  planes  attacked  shipping  at  DAVAO,  AMBON, 
WEST  HALMAHERA,  and  AMQERANG  BAY.    At  DAVAO  a  1500-ton  AK  was  fired,  later  exploding 
and  sinking;  of  8  barges  sighted  in  the  gulf  3  were  sunk  and  3  were  damaged.  At 
AMBON  a  medium  AK  was  bombed  and  beached.     Off  WEST  HALMAHERA  a  4000-ton  AK  or  AP 
was  sunk.     In  AfiOERANG  RAY  5  of  12  craft  (80-100  foot)  were  destroyed. 

On  4  September  (K)  35  B-24's  from  13th  AF  bombed  the  PALAUS  concentrating 
against  KOROR  TOWN,  MALAKAL  HARBOR,  and  the  BABELTHUAP  airdrome.     On  the  same  day 
a  PB4Y  sank  3  and  damaged  5  personnel  barges  off  north  tip  of  CELEBES. 

Air  neutralization  in  the  BISkIARCKS-SOLOMONS  area  continued  on  2  September 
with  93  F4U's  and  SBD's  hitting  supplies  and  buildings  in  the  RABAUL  area;  100  other 
planes  swept  the  east  coast  of  NEW  IRELAND  hitting  stores,  bridges,  and  bivouac 


5  September  (Oahu  date) 

Operations  of  TF  59  (E.  Long,  dates):    On  the  4th  MARCUS  waa  bombed  by  2  B-24's, 
ROTA  by  8  F4U,s,  PAGAN  by  1  B-24,  and  IW0  JIMA  by  1  B-24.    On  the  5th  MARCUS  was 
heckled  by  1  B-24;  PAGAN  was  bombed  and  strafed  by  17  P-47's,  and  TWO  JIMA  was  bombed 
by  19  B-24' s.    Reconnaissance  of  YAP  and  WOLEAI  was  continued  on  the  5th  by  1  3-24. 
Neutralization  of  enemy-occupied  atolls  of  the  MARSHAL LS  continued  on  the  5th  with 
strikes  against  WOTJE,  TAROA,  and  MILLE. 

BOWFIN  (SS  287)  reports  sinking  1  small  armed  gasoline  loaded  AK  at  050200  GCT 
in  position    31-5411,  152-01E  (540  miles  NNW  of  MARCUS> 

BARB  (SS  220)  operating  NW  of  LUZON  reports  encountering  considerable  diffi- 
culty with  enemy  aircraft  on  anti-submarine  patrol.  Reports  additional  sinking  of 
1  Jap  sampan. 
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5  September  (Oahu  date  -  cont'd) 

HAKE  (SS  856)  (SWPA)  operating  off  west  noast  of  LUZON  reports  1  hit  in  an 
ASASHIO  DD  with  unobserved  results  at  060300  GCT;  DD  was  escorting  a  southbound 
convoy  of  AK's. 

On  5  September  (K)  heavy  strikes  were  made  against  TIE  and  S  CELEBES.    55  3-24' s, 
escorted  by  P-38's  hit  revetment  areas  at  LANGOAN  against  minor  opposition.    23  other 
B-24's  attacked  the  KENDARI  airfield.     3  3-24' s  struck  in  LEMBEH  STRAITS,  scoring 
near  misses  on  a  freighter  transport.    On  the  preceding  day  a  PB4Y  off  NE  CELE3ES 
obtained  hits  on  3  small  AK's,  and  sank  1  of  4  barges. 

Single  search  planes  continued  to  attack  shipping  on  night  4-5  September  (K). 
At  ZAMSOANGO  2  minelayers  were  hit  by  bombs,  with  resulting  fires  and  explosions. 
2  SC's  were  sunk  in  SARANGANI  BAY.    An  SB-24  heckled  shipping  in  DAVAO  GULF,  while 
another  sank  a  3000- ton  AO  80- miles  SW  of  BOEROE  ISLAND. 

99  sorties  were  flown  by  B-25's  and  fighter  bombers  on  5  September  (K)  against 
HALMAHSRA  targets.     16  B-25*s  bombed  and  strafed  DJAILOLO  airdrome,  starting  many 
fires  and  explosions  in  the  target  area.     54  P-38's  hit  GALELA  airdrome  with  23  tons, 
while  14  P-47's  attacked  the  KAOE  drome.     15  B-25's  hit  several  luggers  in  S  KAOE 
BAY,  and  attacked  building  areas  in  KAOE  TOWN,  starting  large  fires. 

Heavy  strikes  were  also  made  on  the  4th  and  5th  against  targets  in  the  VOGEL- 
KOP,  concentrating  against  the  JEFMAN,  SAMATE,  WARM,  and  MOEMI  airfields.     On  the 
4th  12  P-47's  hit  oil  tanks  and  other  installations  at  BOELA  (CERAM). 

Minor  strikes  were  made  on  the  5th  by  2  A-20's  and  9  P-39's  against  enemy 
installations  and  bivouac  areas  in  the  vicinity  of  SARMI  and  WEWAK. 


6  September  (Oahu  date)  ' 

CTF  38  070336  summarizes  results  of  strikes  against  PALAUS  on  6  and  7  September 
(K)  by  TG's  38.1,  38.2,  and  38.3. 

Operations  TF  59  (E.  Long,  dates):    NAURU  and  PONAPE  were  bombed  on  the  5th 
by  B-25's.     On  the  6th  17  B-24's  hit  TWO  JIMA,  while  3  B-24's  fired  rockets  at  PAGAN 
AA  positions  on  the  6th. 

FLUSSER  (DD  368)  was  taken  under  fire  by  a  shore  battery  on  southern  tip  of 
V70TJE  ISLAND  at  062250  TCT,  suffering  minor  damage  that  will  require  tender  avail- 
ability. 

In  the  North  Pacific  4  of  6  starting  PV's  from  FAW  4  bombed  SE  PARAMUSHIRU  on 
4  September  with  unobserved  results. 

GHQ  SWPA  020803  (pink)  issues  general  instructions  to  minimize  destruction  of 
life  and  property  of  Filipinos  residing  in  metropolitan  areas. 

Com3rdFlt  032203  (pink)  recommends  dawn  D-Day  fighter  sweep  on  KlTdHESMAID 
(MAT  J  ADO,  CELEBES)  from  position  between  INTERLUDE  (MOROTAl)  and  GOSSIFMONGER  (TALAUD) 
by  TG  38.1. 


-  Continued  - 
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CinCPOA  042339  (pink)  approves  foregoing  recommendation. 

CinCPOA  050314  (pink)  replies  to  ComGenAAFPOA' s  request  that  he  be  fur- 
nished (A)  Objectives  and  target  dates  for  conceived  operations  following  CAUSEWAY, 
and  (B)  Acceptability  by  CinCPOA  of  a  total  of  25  air  combat  groups  by  December 
1944  increasing  to  76  such  groups  including  supporting  air  force  ground  units  by 
September  1945. 

On  6  September  (K)  44  B-24»s  fron  5th  AF  bombed  SANTA  CRUZ  in  DAVAO  GULF 
without  opposition;  200  1000-lb  bombs  destroyed  several  warehouses,  starting  large 
fires  and  explosions;  all  planes  returned  safely.     11  B-25's,  with  fighter  escort, 
bombed  the  airfield  at  BUAYAN  on  DAVAO  GTJLF;  there  was  no  interception,  though  AA 
fire  from  all  calibers  was  intense;  one  enemy  transport  plane  was  shot  down  by  the 
P-38  cover.     One  SB-24  heckled  the  LJCANAU  airfield  (near  DATAO) . 

39  B-25's  and  P-38's,  loaded  with  1000-lb  bombs,  hit  HALMAHERA  on  6  Sep- 
tember (K).     The  3-25' s  hit  personnel  areas  at  GALELA,  while  the  P-38's  attacked 
the  runway  at  DJAILOLO.     6  other  B-25's  bombed  and  strafed  S  MOROTAI  coastal  vil- 
lages.    15  B-24's  bombed  RAIN IS  on  the  east  coast  of  VARAKELLANG  ISLAND  (TALAUD 
group). 

The  VOGELKOP  airdromes  at  MOEMI,  RANSIKI,  and  VJAREN  were  bombed  and  strafed 
by  15  P-39's  on  the  6th.     30  A-20's  and  B-25's  attacked  personnel  and  storage  areas 
at  NAB IRE.    On  the  preceding  day  32  RAAF  P-40's  cratered  the  JEFMAN  and  SAMATE  air- 
strips and  fired  the  SAMATE  drome.    Strikes  continued  against  enemy  concentrations 
in  the  WEV7AK  and  SARMI  areas. 

A  delayed  report  announces  the  bombing  of  HGESEBUS  drome  (PALAUS)  on  4 
September  (K)  by  34  3-24' s;  on  the  same  day  33  B-25's  bombed  the  UTAROM  runways. 
On  the  3rd  and  4th  air  neutralization  of  the  BISMARCKS-SOLOKONS  area  was  continued. 

CinCPOA  210123  (pink)  expresses  desire  that  personnel  replacements  for 
Army  units  to  be  employed  in  Phase  2  STAL3.IATE  II  be  organized  and  prepared  for 
transfer  to  YAP. 


RICHARDSON  (ComGenPOA)  290901  (pink)  replies  to  foregoing  dispatch. 

ements  J 


CinCPOA  020200  (pink)  cancels  CinCPOA' s  directive  for  replacements  for 
Phase  2  of  STALEMATE  II. 


7  September  (Oahu  date) 

CTG  38.4  071245  summarizes  operations  against  YAP  and  ULITHI  on  6  and  7 
September  (K).     252  sorties  were  flown  over  the  target  area.    The  group  lost  3 
planes  in  combat  and  one  operationally;   3  pilots  were  lost  in  combat  and  one  crew- 
man was  lost  operationally. 

CTG  38.4  081135  summarizes  operations  against  YAP  and  ULITHI  on  8  Septem- 
ber (K).     152  sorties  were  flown  over  the  target  area.     The  group  lost  one  plane 
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in  combat;  pilot  was  observed  in  a  raft.    During  the  3-day  strike  by  this  group 
no  enemy  interception  was  encountered,  no  enemy  airborne  planes  were  observed;  no 
operational  aircraft  were  on  the  ground,  and  the  2  damaged  airfields  at  YAP  had 
not  been  repaired.    The  last  2  missions  scheduled  by  the  group  were  cancelled  owing 
to  absence  of  suitable  targets;  in  view  of  this,  the  group  intends  to  hit  PALAU 
one  day  earlier  than  previously  scheduled. 

ComFwdAreaCentPac  022350  summarizes  operations  27-31  August,  inclusive. 

Operations  of  TF  59  (E.  Long,  dates):     On  7  September  IvIILLE  was  attacked 
by  12  F4U's  and  20  SBD's,  WOTJE  by  40  F4U's,  AGUIJAN  by  8  P-47's,  and  PAGAN  by  8 
P-47's.    Reconnaissance  of  llARCUS  was  continued  by  3  D-24's. 

ALBAGORE  (SS  218)  operating  EMPIRE  waters  reports  at  081208  GOT  sank  1  AO 
and  1  AK-type  patrol  vessel;  destroyed  a  floating  horn- type  mine  with  20-mm  gunfire. 

On  7  September,  8  survivors  from  a  crashed  Pftl  were  rescued  by  the  S.  S. 
JAMES  D.  DOTY  between  CANTON  and  NANCJJEA;  survivors  were  not  identified  and  purpose 
of  flight  was  not  clear;  search  continues  for  other  possible  survivors. 

In  the  western  CAROLINES  36  B-24's  on  5  September  (K)  bombed  runways  on 
PELELIU  and  started  fires  in  a  town  on  ANGAUR.     On  the  7th  one  PB4Y  strafed  an  SC 
180  miles  NW  of  YAP. 


On  7  September  (K)  a  PB4Y  made  6  strafing  runs  on  a  lugger  and  2  small 
AK's  (300-700  tons)  outside  SARANGANI  BAY;  the  vessels  were  left  burning  and  listing, 

On  night  5-6  September  (K)  a  search  plane  sank  2  luggers  and  damaged  one 
sailboat  in  the  vicinity  of  CERAM.     On  the  6th  5  A-20's  bombed  BOELA  runway  and 
strafed  SAOAN  on  their  return.    8  P-40»s  on  a  shipping  strike  in  the  KAI  ISLANDS 
on  the  6th  damaged  one  coastal  vessel,  12  barges,  and  other  small  craft.     On  the 
same  date  27  P-40's  bombed  and  strafed  the  airstrips  at  JEFMAN  and  SAMATE.  Air 
neutralization  of  the  BISMARCKS-SOLOtlQNS  area  continued  on  the  5th  and  6th. 
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8  September  (Oahu  date) 


CTF  38  080209  summarizes  results  of  bombardment  of  PALAUS  on  7  September 
(K)  by  CruDiv  14  and  DesDiv  100. 

Operations  of  TF  59  (E.  Long,  dates):    On  7  September  both  airfields  on 
KOEN  were  effectively  bombed  by  26  B-24's,  while  1  SB-24  harassed  the  airfield  on 
IWO  JBIA.     On  8  September  IWO  JBjA  was  bombed  by  9  B-24's,  CHICHI  J IMA  by  6  B-24's, 
PAGAN  by  an  unspecified  number  of  P-47's.     NATOU  was  harassed  by  1  search  plane, 
while  an  unspecified  number  of  F4U's  bombed  VOTJE  and  JALUIT. 

SEAL  (SS  183)  operating  OKHOTSK  SEA  reports  at  080735  the  sinking  of  1 
small  vessel. 

GURNARD  (SS  254)  (SWPA)  summarizes  6th  war  patrol.    Operating  north  of 
J.'ALAY  BAilRIER  reports  damaging  1  4000-ton  AK. 
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8  September  (Oahu  date  -  cont'd) 

Com7thFlt  reports  that  on  6  September  (K)  a  reliable  report  indicates  that 
40  enemy  ships  were  in  the  harbor  at  MANILA  BAY;  included  were  2  BB's,  4  OA's,  5 
CL's,  9  DD's,  8  patrol  craft;  the  remainder  were  cargo  vessels.     On  night  6-7  Sep- 
tember (K)  a  night  search  plane  attacked  shipping  in  SARANGANI  BAY;  1  500-ton  AK 
and  1  barge  were  sunk,  3  500-ton  AK's  and  4  barges  were  damaged.    On  the  7th  a  PB4Y 
sank  a  SHINONOMI-class  DD  180  miles  E  of  LEYTE  ISLAND. 

Com7thFlt  reports  that  34  B-24's  bombed  PALAU  on  6  September  (K)  concen- 
trating against  PELELIU  airdrome;  there  was  no  interception  although  6  planes  were 
sighted  on  the  ground.    On  night  6-7  September  (K)  a  night  search  plane  on  a  ship- 
ping strike  near  CERAM  reports  probably  sinking  1  2000-ton  AK  and  2  smaller  vessels. 


9  September  { Oahu  date) 

Operations  of  TP  59  (E.  Long,  dates):     On  8  and  9  September  an  unspecified 
number  of  F4U's  and  SBD's  attacked  gun  positions  on  MILLE.     On  the  9th  V/OTJE  was 
bombed  by  3  B-24's,  PONAFE  by  12  B-25's,  and  JALUIT  by  an  unspecified  number  of 
F4U's  and  SBD's.     3  3-24' s  were  turned  back  from  a  reconnaissance  flight  over  HARCUS 
owing  to  weather  on  the  9th;  one  of  the  planes  bombed  PAGAN  with  no  interception. 
On  the  10th  a  PB4Y  search  plane  attacked  ana  left  sinking  a  medium  AO  75  miles  N  of 
IWO  J IMA. 

SPADEFISH  (SS  411)  chased  8  AK's  with  4  escorts  from  SAHUCHO  KAKU  (TIE 
FORI.iOSA)  for  17  hours;  sank  4  AK's  and  damaged  1  AK  in  2  night  surface  attacks. 
Remainder  of  convoy  entered  bay  at  24-24N,  124-03E  (130  miles  E  of  FORMOSA)  at 
081900  GC? . 

BANG  (SS  385)  attacked  a  convoy  of  2  AK's,  1  AO,  and  2  or  more  escorts 
at  090630  GOT,  position  28-5311,  137-42E  (240  miles  W  of  BONINS),  course  180,  speed 
8;  sank  1  medium  AK  and  1  medium  AO  with  2  hits  each. 

PLAICE  (SS  390)  reports  1  timed  hit  in  KONGO  1.1ARU  converted  to  auxiliary 
cruiser  at  090140  GCT,  position  27-26N,  126-54E  (300  miles  E  of  north  tip  of  FOR- 
MOSA), course  020,  speed  16. 

GROUPER  (SS  214)  on  lifeguard  station  off  PALAUS  reports  at  091400  GCT 
has  6  downed  aviators  aboard;  all  are  in  good  shape;  these  were  from  the  only  3 
crashes  reported  to  her. 

3ARB  (SS  220 )  reports  convoy  with  large  continual  air  coverage,  with  inner 
and  outer  anti-submarine  escorts,  position  19-30N,  121-05E  (50  miles  N  of  LUZON) 
at  082000  GCT,  course  135  to  210,  speed  8. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  7  Septen  ;er  2  of  11  starting  PV's  succeeded  in 
bombing  F_AEUMABETSU;  results  were  unobserved.     On  the  10th  a  B-25,  attacking  a 
4-ship  convoy  near  PARAMUST; IRU,  hit  the  mast  of  a  ship  and  crashed;  the  crew  was 
reported  in  a  raft  15  miles  S17  of  SURIBACIII  V/AN;  rescue  measures  were  underway. 

On  8  September  (K)  53  B-24's  attacked  buildings,  docks,  and  warehouses  at 
1/.ANAD0  (CELEBES);  oil  fires  and  explosions  resulted;  there  was  no  interception. 
On  night  6-7  September  (K)  2  SB-24's  hit  the  UANADO  waterfront,  starting  fires. 
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9  September  (Oahu  date  -  cont'd) 

On  8  September  (K)  24  B-25's  hit  stores  and  strafed  pun  positions  along 
S  WASILE  shores  (HALMAHERA).     On  the  9th  a  group  of  B-24's  bombed  airfields  at 
GALELA  VILLAGE  (HAIMAHERA) .     On  night  7-8  September  (E)  3  SB-24's  bombed  revetments 
on  NGESEBUS  ( PALAU ). 


10  September  (Oahu  date) 

CTF  57  080410  summarizes  operations  1-5  September,  inclusive. 

CTG  38.4  101221  summarizes  operations  of  TG  38.4  against  PALAU  on  10  Sep- 
tember (K).     254  combat  sorties  were  flown,  and  80  tons  of  bombs  and  48  rockets 
were  expended.    The  group  lost  4  planes,  all  from  AA  fire;  *t>  pilots  and  3  air  crew- 
men were  lost. 

MINDANAO  was  hit  on  9  September  (K)  by  TG's  38.1,  38.2,  and  38.3  which 
concentrated  against  enemy  airfields.    Only  6  enemy  planes  were  observed  airborne 
and  they  were  shot  down;  60  planes  on  the  ground  were  destroyed  or  damaged.  There 
were  but  few  installations  on  most  of  the  airfields;  scattered  barracks  and  ware- 
houses and  a  few  trucks  were  destroyed.     Shipping  sunk:    9  AK's  (700-1300  tons), 
1  medium  AK,  7  small  AK's,  1  patrol  craft,  32  loaded  SC's  (300-700  ton  AK's),  and 
20  sampans.    Ships  damaged  by  being  set  afire:     1  AK  (700-1300  ton),  1  AK  (1500- 
2500  ton),  and  at  least  17  luggers  and  sampans. 

Operations  of  TF  59  (E.  Long,  dates):     On  night  9-10  September  an  SB-24 
heckled  IWO  JB1A  by  dropping  40  100-lb  bombs  on  runways;   on  the  following  day  16 
B-24's  hit  airfields  and  adjacent  installations  on  IWO  JIMA;  of  7-10  interceptors, 
5-6  were  shot  down,  1  was  probably  shot  down,  and  1  was  damaged;  2  of  our  crewmen 
were  killed  and  5  were  wounded;  3  B-24's  were  damaged,  one  of  which  crash-landed 
at  the  base.     On  9  September  NAURU  was  bombed  by  7  H-25's  and  WOTJE  by  36  F4U's. 
ROTA  was  hit  on  the  10th  by  an  unspecified  number  of  F4U's  which  concentrated  against 
the  airstrips;  at  the  same  time  3  B-24's  bombed  2  AK's  and  1  DD  W  of  CHICHI  JIMA 
with  ineffective  results. 

SEAL  (SS  183)  operating  OKHOTSK  SEA  reports  at  101530  GOT  the  sinking  of 
1  DD  and  1  AK.     1  AK  was  probably  sunk;  when  last  seen  it  was  burning  and  exploding. 
1  AK  and  1  AP  wero  damaged. 

GROUPER  (SS  214)  reports  at  110945  GOT  picking  up  another  downed  airman 
off  PALAU. 

Com3rdFlt  091830  (pink)  is  warning  order  for  modification  of  OpPlan  14-44 
if  information  and  results  of  first  MINDANAO  strikes  make  modification  desirable. 

Cincpoa  101955  (pink)  replies  to  foregoing  dispatch. 

Cincpac  062136  (pink)  outlines  plan  to  leave  CruDiv  5  in  TF  57,  at  least 
until  after  STALEMATE . 
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Com3rdFlt  100705  (pink)  in  conformity  with  foregoing  dispatch  issues  in- 
structions re  employment  of  CruDiv  5. 

Cincpoa  102333  (pink)  requests  comment  or  concurrence  in  Cincpoa  Joint 
Staff  Study  of  INSURGENT  operation  as  basis  for  detailed  planning  of  Pacific  Fleet 
cover  and  strategic  support  of  SYiFA  operations  to  occupy  the  SARANGANI  DAY  and  LEYTE 
-SURIGAO  STRAIT  areas. 


In  the  North  Pacific  on  9  September  2  photographic  Liberators,  escorted  by 
4  B-24's,  carried  out  an  armed  reconnaissance  mission  of  EARA3U  ZAKI;  1  of  6  inter- 
cepting fighters  was  probably  damaged;  all  planes  returned  safely  after  a  successful 
photographic  mission.    KASHIWABARI  was  bombed  on  the  10th  by  an  unspecified  number 
of  Navy  planes;  fires  and  explosions  resulted. 

On  9  September  (K)  59  B-24's  bombed  11APANGET  airdrome  in  HE  CELEBES,  hit 
personnel  areas  and  AA  positions  with  150  tons  of  500-pound  and  250 -lb  bombs;  there 
was  no    enemy  interception;  all  planes  returned  safely.    On  night  7-8  September  (K) 
a  PBY  left  1  small  AK  listing.    HALMAHERA  was  heavily  bombed  on  8  and  9  September 
(K);  on  the  9th  27  B-24's  bombed  the  L0L0BATA  dromes,  while  on  the  preceding  GALELA, 
KA0E,  DJAILOLO,  and  L0L0BATA  were  attacked  by  22  B-24's,  38  3-25' s,  and  12  P-47's. 
GALELA  was  bombed  on  the  9th  by  20  B-24's.     24  P-38's  bombed  the  HAR0EK0E  drome  (S 
of  CERAM) >  while  6  A-20's  attack  B0ELA  and  71  fighter  bombers  hit  the  LIANG  airstrips 
in  AMP0N.     23  B-25's  cratered  an  unidentified  runway  in  the  KAI  ISLANDS  group  on  the 
8th,  while  9  Beauforts  bombed  barracks  areas  on  TIMOR. 

Search  planes  continued  to  attack  shipping  in  the  PHILIPPINE  areas.  On 
7  September  (K)  2  PB4Y's  attacked  2  small  AK's  and  1  lugger  in  SARANGANI  BAY;  1 
vessel  was  left  afire.     On  night  8-9  September  (K)  a  PBY  probably  sank  1  10,000-ton 
AO  in  I^ALUSO  BAY  on  the  west  coast  of  BASILAN.     On  the  same  night  just  S  of  BASILAN, 
a  1500-2500  ton  AK  was  left  burning  from  2  hits  by  a  PBY. 

On  night  8-9  September  (K)  several  Jap  bombers  attacked  the  B0R0K0E  air- 
strip on  BIAK;  2  men  were  killed  and  12  wounded;  our  night  fighters  shot  down  1 
enemy  bomber  and  a  second  enemy  bomber  was  apparently  shot  down  by  other  Jap  planes. 

Airfields  in  the  VOGELKOP  area  were  attacked  on  8  September  (K)  by  B-25's, 
A-20's,  and  fighter  bombers.     "ABO  was  hit  by  4  squadrons  of  3-25 's,  UTAR(1!  by  an 
unspecified  number  of  A-20's,  and  RANSIKI  and  WANOKV.'ARI  by  an  unspecified  number 
of  fighter  bombers.     Air  neutralization  of  the  SCLOJiONS-BISMARCKS  area  continued 
on  7  and  8  September  (K ) . 


11  September  (Oahu  date) 

CTG  38.4  111332  summarizes  results  of  air  strikes  against  PALAUS  on  11 
September  (K).     249  sorties  were  flown  over  the  target  area.    The  group  lost  one 
plane  operationally.     1  SC  was  sunk  and  one  was  damaged. 

CTG  38.4  121245  summarizes  results  of  strikes  against  PALAUS  on  12  Septem- 
ber (K).     270  sorties  were  flown  over  the  target  area.     One  plane  with  pilot  was 
lost  operationally. 
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Operations  of  TF  59  (S.  Long,  dates):     On  11  September  29  B-24's  bombed 
TRUK  concentrating  against  ETEN  ISLAND  and  the  seaplane  base;  of  5-6  aggressive 
interceptors,  1  was  destroyed  and  1  was  damaged;  3  3-24' s  were  slightly  damaged. 
On  night  10-11  September  IWO  JIMA  was  heckled  by  1  SB-24.    liALOELAP  and  JALUIT  were 
bombed  by  an  unspecified  number  of  F4U's,  while  F4U's  and  SBD's  hit  MILLE.  Attacks 
against  PAGAN  continued  on  the  11th  by  P-47's  from  SAIPAN. 

CTG  32.5  reports  that  operations  on  12  September  (K)  went  according  to 
plan,  except  for  a  collision  between  the  FULLAM  (DD  474)  and  the  NOA  (APD  24)  which 
resulted  in  the  sinking  of  the  latter  ship  without  Iobs  of  life.    The  group  encoun- 
tered no  return  fire  from  shore  except  that  from  light  machine  guns  and  rifles. 
The  waters  around  PELELTU  and  ANGAUR  have  been  swept;  12  chemical  horn  mines  were 
swept  from  the  area  S  of  AITGAUE;  2  mines  were  observed  just  outside  the  reef  to  the 
W  of  PELELIU. 

ALBACORE  (SS  218)  operating  E  of  KYUSHU  reports  at  110950  GCT  in  night 
submerged  radar  approach  sank  an  unidentified  escorted  AK. 

On  10  September  (K)  SWP  Air  Forces  heavily  attacked  the  CELEBES  with  58 
3-24*8;  there  was  no  interception  and  the  only  AA  fire  encountered  was  at  UANADO. 
24  B-24's  hit  headquarters  and  barracks  buildings  at  NONAPAN  with  84  tons  of  1000- 
lb  bombs.    LANGOAN  airdrome  was  hit  by  16  B-24's  which  dropped  56  tons  of  1000-lb 
and  2000-lb  bombs.    13  B-24's  bombed  the  runway  at  MAPANGET  with  45  tons  of  1000-lb 
and  2000-lb  bombs.    5  3-24' s  dropped  17  tons  of  bombs  on  the  MANADO  waterfront;  on 
the  preceding  night  the  waterfront  was  heckled  by  1  SB-24.     The  revetment  areas  at 
KENDARI  were  heavily  hit  on  night  8-9  September  (K)  by  20  B-24's. 

Heavy  strikes  were  also  made  against  HALMAHERA  on  10  September  (K)  by  4 
squadrons  of  3-24' s;  there  was  no  enemy  interception,  though  heavy  AA  fire  was  in- 
tense.   LOLOBATA  was  hit  by  2  squadrons,  HATETABAKO  by  one  squadron,  and  WASILE 
BAY  by  one  squadron.    On  the  same  day  a  single  photographic  plane  operated  over 
MIT  I. 

On  10  September  (K)  both  MAMLEA  airdromes  were  attacked  by  42  B-25's  which 
concentrated  against  oersonnel  areas;  1  3-25  was  shot  down  by  AA  fire.  On  the  same 
day  11  P-38's  bombed  and  strafed  NAIILEA  TCTJN  airdrome  and  revetment  areas. 

CERAM  was  attacked  on  10  September  (K)  by  A-20's  and  P-38's.     1  group  of 
A-20's  hit  the  airdrome  at  AMAHAI ;  there  was  no  interception,  though  2  planes  were 
shot  down  by  AA  fire.     12  P-38's  fired  oil  tanks  at  BOELA. 

On  night  9-10  September  (K)  1  SB-24  harassed  NGESEBUS  airdrome,  while  1 
PBY  attacked  2  freighter  transports  off  ZAMBOANGA  inflicting  damage  to  one. 

Attacks  continued  against  airfields  in  the  VOGELKOP  and  against  enemy 
troop  concentrations  and  installations  along  the  north  coast  of  NET/  GUINEA. 
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12  September  (Oahu  date) 

Operations  of  TF  59  (E.  Longitude  dates):     On  11  September  15  B-25's  bombed 
TWO  JIMA  airfields  dropping  40  500-lb.  and  420  100-lb.  bombs;  large  fires  resulted; 
1  of  4  intercepting  fighters  was  destroyed;  2  B-24's  were  damared.    On  the  12th 
storage  and  magazine  areas  on  JALUTT  were  hit  by  an  unspecified  number  of  F4U's, 
while  1  PBY  bombed  an  ammunition  dump  on  NAURU.    P-47's  from  SAIPAN  continued  to 
attack  PAGAN  on  the  12th. 

An  Underwater  Demolition  Team  cleared  large  boulders  from  2  DUKW  lanes  over 
ORANGE  THREE  BEACH  (SW  PELELIU).    On  night  13-14  September  (K)  obstacles  will  be 
removed  from  ORANGE  BEACH  TWO.    Obstacles  will  be  cleared  from  WHITE  BEACHES  (N  of 
ORANGE  BEACHES)  on  night  14-15  September  (K). 

GROWLER  (SS  215) ,  operating  CHINA  SEA,  attacked  a  9-ship  5-escort  convoy 
at  111654  GCT.    1  unidentified  DD  was  sunk  and  2  large  AK's  were  damaged;  5  hours 
later  a  FUBUKI  DD  was  sunk. 

PIPEFISH  (SS  388),  operating  EMPIRE  waters,  reports  at  131331  GCT  1  medium 
AK  probably  sunk  and  1  AGS  damaged. 

GUITARRO  (SS  363)(SWPA)  summarizes  second  war  patrol.    Operating  N  of  MALAY 
BARRIER  (mostly  W  of  LUZON)  sank  1  AMIGARI  DD,  1  HIBIKI  DD,  1  4,000-ton  AK,  1 
2,000-ton  AK,  and  1  700- ton  miscellaneous  craft;  damaged  1  KATORI  CL  and  1  4,000-ton 
AK. 

CinCSoWestPac  111637  (Pink)  refers  to  CinCPOA  210816  (Pink)  August  relating 
to  fast  carrier  strikes  in  support  of  the  TALAUD  Operation. 

CinCPOA  130131  (Pink)  replies  to  the  foreg  oing  dispatch. 

Com3rdFlt  130230  (Pink)  reports  results  of  carrier  strikes  against  CENTRAL 
PHILIPPINES  by  TG's  38.1,  38.2,  38.3  on  12  September  (E.L.T.).    50  airborne  planes 
shot  down,  and  over  150  planes  destroyed  on  the  ground;  several  AK's  and  many  small 
vessels  sunk.     Downed  carrier  pilot  rescued  from  LEYTE  informed  by  natives  that 
there  are  no  enemy  on  LEYTE,  BOHOL,  APIT,  or  small  islands  in  the  vicinity. 

Com3rdFlt  130300  (Pink)  believes  that  PALAUS  nst  now  needed  to  support  oc- 
cupation of  PHILIPPINES,  and  that  Western  CAROLINES,  except  ULITHI,  not  essential 
to  our  operations;  believes  LEYTE  fleet  base  can  be  seized  immediately. 

CinCPAC  130747  (Pink)  replies  to  foregoing  dispatch. 

CinCPOA  130813  (Pink)  announces  that  forces  for  STALEMATE  II  will  sail  as 
planned,  that  if  occupation  of  YAP  is  eliminated,  24th  Corps  (including  7th,  77th, 
and  96th  Divs.),  plus  corps  troops  and  garrison  forces  for  YAP,  would  be  potentially 
available  to  exploit  favorable  developments  in  the  PHILIPPINES. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  11  September  6  PV's  from  FAW  4  bombed  coastal  posi- 
tions and  picket  boats  along  SE  coast  of  PARAMUSHIRU.    On  the  12th  4  PV's  from  FAW  4 
bombed  NW  and  SW  PARAMUSHIRU.    2  B-25's  from  11th  AF  attacked  shipping  off  SHIMUSHU; 
1  medium  AK  and  4  small  cargo  vessels  were  sunk  and  Z  other  small  ships  were  damaged. 
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12  September  (Oahu  dace  -  Cont'd)  HQUSEUCOM 

On  11  September  (K)  HALMAHERA  was  again  heavily  attacked  by  25  B-24'b. 

13  B-24's  hit  the  GALELA  runway  with  37  tons;  there  was  no  interception  though  2 
planea  were  damaged  by  AA  fire.    12  B-24's  bombed  MITI  runway  with  30  tons;  there 
was  neither  interception  nor  AA  fire. 

On  11  September  (K)  a  PB4Y  on  a  shipping  strike  near  CELEBES  hit  a  lugger 
with  a  100-lb.  incendiary  bomb;  another  PB4Y  sank  a  100-ft.  schooner.     On  the  same 
day  22  B-25's  attacked  the  KAIHOTOE  airfield  on  CERAM,  while  34  P-38's  cratered  the 
AMAHAI  runway;  fighter  bombers  destroyed  buildings  at  BOELA  and  left  a  snail  AK 
sinking  near  HAROEKOE.    On  night  10-11  September  (K)  2  PBY's  destroyed  a  large 
barge  off  western  CERAM,  probably  destroyed  1  AK  (300-700  tons),  damaged  2  similar 
AK's,  and  drove  a  medium  AK  onto  a  reef.    Heckling  of  PALAU  continued  on  night  10-11 
September  (K),  with  4  B-24's  bombing  the  2  PALAU  airstrips. 


13  September  (Oahu  date) 

CTG  32.5  reports  that  operations  for  14  Septomber  (K)  proceeded  according 
to  plan.    Despite  efforts  of  our  flamethrowers  and  gunfire,  efforts  to  uncover  the 
enemy's  heavy  defenses  have  failed.    Underuator  demolition  teams  have  done  an  ex- 
cellent job  on  clearing  reefs  and  approaches  to  beaches  at  PELELIU  and  ATOAUR. 
Many  tank  obstructions  were  observed  back  of  the  beaches.    Minesv/eeping  of  KOSSOL 
PASSAGE  proceeds  satisfactorily.    The  PERRY  (IKS  17)  while  sweeping  off  SE  coast 
of  ANGAUR  hit  a  mine  and  sank;  there  were  11  casualties  including  2  seriously 
wounded . 


Com3rdFlt  140800  summarizes  results  of  3-day  carrier  strikes  on  P ATI  AY ,  NEGROS, 
CEBU,  LEYTE,  SAI'.AR,  southern  LUZON,  and  smaller  islands  around  the  VISAYAN  SEA. 
156  enemy  planes  were  shot  down  and  272  were  reported  destroyed  on  the  ground 
(probably  high);  photos  indicate  150-175  planes  destroyed  on  the  ground.'    40  enemy 
ships  were  reported  sunk,  including  2  large  AK's,  1  medium  AP,  2  DE's,  and  35 
smaller  ships;  38  were  reported  damaged  and  possibly  sunk,  including  5  AK's,  1 
medium  AO,  30  small  ships,  2  MTB's,  and  many  sampans;  5  small  ships  were  reported 
damaged.    Our  plane  losses  were  described  as  relatively  very  light;  no  figures  were 
given.    Enemy  air  reaction  was  weak.    Considerable  damage  was  inflicted  upon  ground 
installations . 


CTF  57  110020  summarizes  operations  6-10  September,  inclusive. 

CTG  38.4  131248  summarizes  operations  of  TG  38.4  against  PALAU  on  13  Septem- 
ber (K).    PO  tons  of  bombs,  164  rockets,  and  14  Napalm  fire  bombs  were  placed  in 
the  target  areas.     The  group  lost  1  plane  with  crew  in  combat,  and  5  planes 
operationally. 

Operations  of  TP  59  (E.  Long,  dates):     On  12  September  an  unspecified  number 
of  F4U's  bombed  WOTJE  gun  positions  and  radio  station,  while  SBD's  hit  MILLE  biv- 
ouac areas;  both  strikes  met  only  meager  AA  fire.    A  single  B-24  bombed  a  building 
area  on  MARCUS  on  the  12th.     On  the  13th  MARCUS  was  hit  by  2  B-24's,  WOTJE  by  an 
unspecified  number  of  F4U'b,  NAURU  by  an  unspecified  number  of  B-25's,  and  PAGAN  by 
an  unspecified  number  of  P-47's. 


0PD-V.DGS  Amer  Theater  121816  outlines  mission  of  the  Alaskan  Department 
with  respect  to  forthcoming  operations  in  the  Pacific. 
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15  September  ( Oahu  date  -  coiit '  d) 

CinCSWPA  140316  (pink)  replies  to  Com3rdFlt  130300  (pink)  and  Gincpoa 
130813  (pink). 

Cincpac  140835  (pink)  requests  copy  OCTAGON  24. 

Gincpoa  141000  (pink)  replies  to  CinCSWPA  140316  (pink)  requesting  clarifi- 
cation and  aiaplif  ication  of  dispatch. 

On  12  September  (K)  48  B-24's  cratered  runways  on  3  HE  CELEBES  airdromes 
(unnamed),  meeting  neither  AA  fire  nor  enemy  interception;  at  the  same  time  P-38's 
damaged  12  snail  AK's  in  KANADO  BAY.    HALMAHERA  airdromes  were  heavily  attacked  on 
the  12th  by  4  squadrons  of  B-24's  which  hit  LOLOBATA  and  HATETA3AK0,  while  other 
S-24's  with  P-38  escorts  struck  KA0E  and  GALELA .     An  unspecified  number  of  B-25's 
attacked  M0R0TAI  on  the  12th,  hit  radar  installations  and  destroyed  a  number  of 
buildings.     15  P-38's  against  struck  the  NAMLEA  runways  on  the  12th,  and  a  PB4Y 
sank  3  supply-laden  small  boats  off  the  north  coast  of  B0ER0E.     On  11  September  (K) 
24  B-24's  struck  LAHA  (Al-BON)  dispersal  areas,  runways,  and  barracks;  3  large  fires 
which  resulted  caused  extremely  heavy  explosions.     On  night  11-12  September  (K) 
PALAU  was  heckled  by  2  B-24's  which  hit  the  PELELIU  and  NGESEBUS  airdromes.  Air 
neutralization  of  the  BISMARCKS-SOLOMONS  area  was  continued  on  the  10th. 


14  September  (Oahu  date) 

1st  MarDiv  on  15  September  (K)  landed  on  beaches  5YT  PELELIU  according  to 
schedule  at  0830.    As  of  1800  the  division  had  advanced  to  base  of  high  ground  at 
northern  limits  of  airfield;  elements  fought  their  way  across  the  southern  limits 
of  the  airfield;  other  elements  were  forging  ahead  to  the  southern  tip  of  the  island 
where  strong  opposition  has  developed.     The  depth  of  the  perimeter  is  shallow,  being 
generally  from  200  to  600  yards  with  deepest  penetration  of  1300  yards.  Beaches 
were  under  intermittent  artillery  and  mortar  fire  all  of  D  day.     Enemy  opposition 
was  stiff  on  all  beaches,  with  loss  of  a  number  of  LVT's  after  landing.    Tanks  were 
ashore  within  2  hours  after  the  leading  wave  landed.    Enemy  made  several  counter- 
attacks during  the  day  but  all  were  repulsed.     Our  casualties  are  reported  as  27 
KIA  and  422  WIA.    Sweeping  of  K0SS0L  PASSAGE  has  been  completed  to  a  depth  of  30 
feet;  100  mines  have  been  swept  up. 

CinCSWPA  reports  that  landings  were  effected  on  M0R0TAI  according  to  plan 
on  15  September  (K);  assault  forces  which  landed  to  the  N  and  S  of  the  airfield 
advanced  to  the  northern  and  southern  edges  of  the  field  without  encountering  enemy 
opposition.     Low  flying  aircraft  circled  the  island  at  100  feet,  reporting  no  sign 
of  enemy  activity. 

TG  38.2  has  aboard  46  enemy  PWs  taken  during  operations  off  the  PHILIPPINES 
(details  unknown);  POTPs  were  transferred  by  DD  to  CTF  32. 

CTG  38.4  141415  summarizes  operations  against  PALAU  on  14  September  (K). 
262  sorties  were  flown  over  the  target  area;  87  tons  of  bombs,  272  rockets,  and  12 
Napalm  fire  bombs  were  expended.    Ho  plane  losses  wore  reported. 
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14  September  (Oahu  date  -  cont'd) 

CTG  38.4  151349  summarizes  operations  of  TG  38.4  against  PALAU  on  15  Sep- 
tember (K).     220  sorties  were  flora  over  the  target  areas;  65  tors  of  bombs,  307 
rockets,  and  16  Napalm  fire  bombs  were  expended.    The  group  lost  one  plane  with 
crew  in  combat. 

Operations  of  TF  59  (E.  Long,  dates):    MILLS  was  bombed  on  13  September  by 
13  F4U' s  and  SBD's  and  again  on  the  following  day  by  an  unspecified  number  of  same 
type  planes.    An  S3-24  heckled  TWO  JIMA  on  the  13th;  on  the  following  day  IWO  JIMA 
was  heavily  bombed  by  28  B-24's.     On  the  14th  strikes  were  made  against  gun  posi- 
tions at  JALUIT  and  personnel  shelters  at  WOTJE;  2  B-24's  bombed  MARCUS.  Neutrali- 
zation of  ROTA  and  PAGAN  was  continued  on  the  14th  by  P-47's  from  SAIPAN. 

SUNFISH  (SS  231)  operating  YELLOW  SEA  reports  at  141120  GOT  sank  1  AO  and  1 
AK;  probably  sank  1  AO  and  1  AK;  damaged  1  AO. 

PAMPANITO  (SS  383),  SEALION  (SS  315),  and  GROWLER  (SS  215)  made  coordinated 
attacks  against  a  large  Jap  convoy  on  nights  11-12  and  12-13  September  (E.  Long, 
dates)  in  the  CHINA  SEA.     PAMPANITO  sank  1  large  AP  and  1  medium  AK;  damaged  1 
medium  AK.    GROWLER  results  reported  in  CenPac  summary  12  September    as  2  DD's 
sunk  and  2  AK's  sunk  should  be  changed  to  2  DD's  sunk  and  2  AK's  damaged.  SEALI01J 
sank  1  large  AO  and  1  AP;  1200  Australian  and  British  POW's  were  in  the  water  after 
the  AP  sank;  PAMPANITO  has  rescued  at  least  60  Australian  British  POW's,  and  is 
still  picking  up  survivors;  SEALION  has  rescued  53  others  and  reports  all  are  in- 
fected with  malaria,  beri  beri,  and  pallegra;  3ARB  (SS  220)  and  QUEENFTSH  (SS  393) 
have  been  ordered  to  the  scene  to  assist  in  rescue. 

GUAVTNA  (SS  362)  (SWFA)  attacked  KATORI  CL  anchored  at  PAGUBAS  (S  MINDANAO, 
S ARAN G AN I  STRAIT)  at  150326  GOT  (3  hits)  and  at  150855  OCT  (4  hits).    Target  was 
destroyed;  the  ship  broke  into  three  parts  and  the  wreckage  was  burning  fiercely. 

RATON  (SS  270)  (SWPA)  summarizes  5th  war  patrol.  Operating  CHINA  SEA  sank 
1  large  AO  (9200  tons). 

3LUEFISH  (SS  222)  returning  PEARL  from  operations  in  SWPA  under  CTF  71 
reports  sinking  1  19,500-ton  AK  (believed  to  be  converted  seaplane  tender),  1 
10,000-ton  AO,  and  was  given  50  percent  credit  for  sinking  another  10,000-ton  AO 
(PUFFER  received  50  percent  credit  for  damaging  the  AO  and  forcing  it  aground  on 
MINDANO  ISLAND). 

JCS  090314  (pink)  directs  Cincpoa  and  CinCSWPA,  in  furtherance  of  strategic 
concept  set  forth  in  JCS  713/4,  to  conduct  certain  operations  and  to  submit  plans 
for  the  operations  which  are  directed. 

Cincpoa  132100  (pink)  outlines  purpose  of  occupation  of  PALAU  and  ULITHI. 

Cincpoa  140101  (pink)  states  that  to  exploit  fully  the  favorable  developments 
to  date,  it  now  appears  feasible  to  use  the  YAP  force  to  assiBt  in  an  early  move- 
ment into  LEYTE;  or  if  MacArthur  should  not  desire  to  move,  it  may  be  feasible  to 
take  TWO  JIMA  in  mid-October,  using  the  YAP  force. 

Cominch  141325  (pink)  states  that  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  are  of  the  opinion 
that  elimination  of  the  occupation  of  YAP  and  the  uti  lization  of  that  force  to 
occupy  LEYTE  are  highly  desirable. 
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14  September  (Oahu  date  -  cont'd) 

CinCSWPA  142359  (pink)  states  that  CinCSWPA  is  prepared  to  move  immediately 
to  the  execution  of  K-2,  with  target  date  20  October. 

JCS  150258  (pink)  authorizes  MacArthur  to  execute  the  LEYTE  operation,  with 
target  date  of  20  October. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  13  September  (K)  2  of  6  starting  PV's  from  FAW-4 
bombed  east-central  SHIMUSHU;  the  other  4  PV's  were  forced  back  by  enemy  fighters; 
all  planes  returned  safely.     On  the  following  day  3  B-24's  from  11th  AF  bombed 
KURABU  ZAKI  (S  PARAUUSHIRU) ;  results  were  unobserved;  all  planes  returned  safely. 

TG  38.1,  operating  in  support  of  -the  landings  on  MOROTAI  on  15  September  (K), 
bombed  the  4  HALMAHERA  airfields;  no  results  have  as  yet  been  reported.    On  the 
preceding  day  the  HALMAHERA  airfields  of  LOLOBATA  and  HATETAK030  were  hit  by  8 
squadrons  of  B-24's;  6  squadrons  hit  the  former  field  and  2  squadrons  the  latter; 
weather  turned  back  other  heavy  strikes  directed  at  MOROTAI  and  GALELA. 

Heavy  attacks  were  made  against  the  CELEBES  on  14  September  (K)  by  57  B-24's 
which  hit  the  MAPANGET  airdrome  with  185  tons  of  2000-lb  and  1000-lb  bombs;  there 
was  neither  AA  fire  nor  interception.    On  the  preceding  night  3  SB-24's  started 
large  fires  at  AMOERANO  BAY;  at  the  same  time  PBY's  bombed  and  damaged  an  AK  (2000- 
4500  ton)  at  MAUADO. 

On  14  September  (K)  8  fighter  bombers  attacked  the  30SLA  airfields  on  CERAH. 
On  night  13-14  September  (K)  3  SB-24's  bombed  the  airdromes  at  PELELIU  and  NGESE3US. 

Attacks  were  made  against  BABO,  VOGELKOP,  and  7/EWAK  on  14  September  (K).  The 
3AB0  runways  were  hit  by  25  A-20's  and  3  B-25's.     31  P-40's  attacked  SAI.1ATE ,  JEFMAH, 
and  MOEMI  airdromes  in  the  VOGELKOP;  near  SOROIIG  P-40's  fired  5  of  9  sailing  vessels. 
The  FEWAK  airdrome  was  hit  by  19  fight  bombers. 

On  11  and  12  September  (K)  air  neutralization  of  the  BISMARCKS-SCLOMOHS  area 
continued.     156  sorties  hit  bivouac  and  supply  areas  on  W  GAZELLE  PENINSULA,  while 
minor  strikes  were  made  in  BOUGAINVILLE  and  NEW  IRELAND.  r 


15  September  (Oahu  date) 

At  0800  on  1G  September  (I)  1st  UarDiv  resumed  the  attack,  capturing  the 
airfield.    The  enemy  made  several  counterattacks  between  0300  and  dawn;  one  was 
heavy,  but  all  were  repulsed.     As  of  noon  on  the  16th  the  front  line  extended  from 
beach  NW  of  the  airfield  thence  along  northern  border  of  the  field  to  the  swamp, 
thence  southward  along  edge  of  swamp  and  beach  to  necks  of  both  southern  peninsulas. 

On  16  September  ( I)  TG  38.4  continued  its  support  of  assault  forces  on  PELE- 
LIU, making  full  use  of  rockets  and  Napalm  fire  bombs;  1  plane  was  lost  operationally 

F-day  for  assault  operations  against  ANGAUR  will  be  17  September  (I). 

The  Li  OR OTA I  operation  continues  without  enemy  opposition;  landing  force  com- 
mander assumed  command  of  forces  ashore  at  1000  16  September  (i). 


SSSSSL5? ,295B-  * 

15  September  (Oahu  date  -  cont'd) 

Operations  of  TF  59  (E.  Long,  dates):     On  15  September  TRUK  was  heavily  hit 
by  29  3-24*  s  which  concentrated  against  DUBLON  and  MOEN;  5  unaggressive  intercep- 
tors were  encountered,  one  of  which  was  damaged;  1  B-24  was  damaged.    PGNAPE  was 
attacked  on  the  15th  by  B-25's  and  WOTJE  by  F4U's.    P-47's  from  SAIPAN  continued 
attacks  on  PAGAN  AA  positions. 

FINBACK  (SS  230)  operating  off  BONINS  reports  sinking  1  small  MA£TJ  on  11 
September.     She  has  aboard  5  downed  airmen  (3  from  FRANKLIN,   1  from  SAN  JACINTO, 
1  from  ENTERPRISE) . 

SEADEVIL  (SS  400)  operating  E  of  HONSHU  reports  at  161136  GOT  the  sinking 
of  1  I-clase  submarine  with  2  hits. 

/ 

BATFISH  (SS  310)  (SWA)  summarizes  4th  war  patrol.    Operating  NW  PALAU  sank 
1  MINEKAZE  DD  and  1  FUBUKI  DD  (previously  reported). 

CASE  (DD  370)  has  been  directed  to  rendezvous  with  the  PAITANITO  and  the 
SEALION  at  16-0011,  140-OOE  (330  miles  W  of  MARIANAS)  to  effect  transfer  of  Austra- 
lian and  British  POW's  aboard  the  2  submarines.    The  CASE  will  proceed  to  SAIPAN. 

Cincpoa  152044  (pink)  modifies  OpPlan  6-44  to  delete  YAP  from  positions  to 
be  captured;  orders  governing  employment  of  troops  and  garrison  forces  heretofore 
intended  for  YAP  will  follow. 

CinCSTiPA  160125  (pink)  replies  to  Cincpoa  102333  (pink)  which  requested  com- 
ment or  concurrence  of  Joint  Staff  Study  of  INSURGENT  Operation. 

Cincpoa  160346  (pink)  gives  information  of  forces  to  be  made  available  to 
Com7thFleet  for  support  of  L.EYTE  Operation  (to  comply  with  directive  of  OCTAGON 
31A;  see  JCS  150258  pink).     Cincpoa  160535  andA161119  also  relate. 

Cincpoa  160410  (pink)  assumes  that  ships  and  troops  employed  (in  support  of 
LEYTE  Operation)  will  be  returned  to  operational  control  of  Cincpoa  as  soon  as 
situation  permits. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  13  September  3  B-24's  from  11th  AF  bombed  SURIBACHI 
with  unobserved  results.    On  the  following  day  2  PV's  from  FAW-4  bombed  southern 
PARAMUSHIRU;  several  fighters  ineffectively  intercepted;  all  planes  returned  safely. 

On  15  September  (i)  SWP  air  forces  bombed  the  VOGELKOP  airfields;  other 
reports  of  activity  have  not  been  received. 

Com7thFleet  states  that  reliable  reports  indicate  that  our  guerrilla  forces 
on  MINDANAO  have  occupied  main  enemy  positions  at  MA.UGP0  (50  kilometers  north  of 
DAVAO  CITY)  and  GARGTO.    They  have  established  a  main  line  of  resistance  E  from 
TAG1JI.1  RIVER  at  BINCOHGAN  to  MADAUM.    They  have  requested  no  bombing  north  of  this 
line  and  east  of  TAGUV:  RIVER. 
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An  additional  report  from  GTF  31  states  that  1st  MarDiv  continued  the  attack 
on  PELELIU  against  strongly  prepared  defenses  organized  in  depth  along  the  entire 
front  and  including  many  pill  boxes;  in  the  advance  the  infantry  used  flame 
throwers  and  were  supported  by  tanks,  artillery,  ana  naval  and  air  bombardment. 
16  to  20  enemy  tanks  were  reported  destroyed.    Enemy  known  killed:  1458. 
Our  casualties  (incomplete):    KIA  84;  WIA  1519;  H IA  9.     CGlstJ.IarDiv  moved  ashore 
at  0815(l)  16  Sept.    Preliminary  reports  for  operations  on  17  Sept  (I)  indicates 
satisfactory  progress;  the  attack  was  resumed  at  0800  and  material  gains  were 
made  on  the  north,  ana  advances  were  made  on  the  south  within  the  southern  pen- 
insula. 


After  heavy  preparatory  naval  gunfire  and  air  strikes  on  17  Sept  (I), 
81st  Infantry  Division  landed  at  0830  on  beaches  on  NE  and  E  coasts  of  ANGUAR 
against  light  opposition.     Landing  was  effected  by  LVTb  followed  by  boats;  tanks 
have  landed  also.     Troops  have  advanced  to  approximately  the  first  phase  line 
400  yards  inland;  contact  between  elements  from  the  respective  beaches  is  expected 
to  be  made  shortly.     TO  38.2  supported  the  All  GUAR  landing. 

TO  38.1  has  been  released  from  its  assigned  mission  of  supporting  the  ?.!0R0TAI 
operation;  all  task  groups  of  TF  38  are  now  in  the  PALAU  area. 

Operations  of  TF  59  (E.  Long,  dates):     On  15  Sept  IW0  J  IMA  was  heckled  by  a 
S3-24;  on  the  following  day  1170  JIMA  was  heavily  attacked  by  15  B-24s  which  hit 
the  airfield  with  147  500  lb  bombs;   fires  and  large  explosions  resulted.  An 
unspecified  number  of  F4Us  attacked  ROTA  gun  positions  on  the  15th;  on  the 
following  day  32  F4Us  bombed  the  ROTA  rmway  and  gun  positions.     On  the  16th 
PAGAT:  was  bombed  by  two  B24s  and  P47s,  while  1/OTJE  was  attacked  by  an  unspecified 
number  of  F4Us. 


The  submarines  PAIPAT'ITO  and  SEALIOlf  will  reach  the  rendezvous  area  with  the 
CHASE  (DD370)  at  1300(l)   18  Sept.     P*jMPA,rIT0  carries  72  survivors  all  of  whom  are 
in  extremely  poor  physical  condition  after  enduring  many  months  of  Jap  atrocities; 
there;  are  15  stretcher  cases,  two  of  whom  are  in  critical  condition;  one  survivor 
died.    SEAL I Oil  reports  that  3  survivors  have  died  ana  that  6  others  are  in  critical 
condition;  the  remaining  ones  are  improving. 

SEA1  PRSE  (SS304)  operating  east  of  PHILIPPICS  as  part  of  submarine  screen 
reports  that  she  has  aboard  one  Jap  POT/  who  was  picked  up  from  the  water  on  14 
Sept.  east  of  LEYTE;  POW  was  radio  operator  of  a  chrashed  Betty. 

CTG  59.3  reports  that  facilities  for  seaplane  and  ASW  searches  will  be  ready 
on  18  Sept  (l)   in  K(*|nL  PASSAGE. 

At  MOROTAI  on  15  Sept  ( I)  6  325s  sprayed  the  landing  area  with  insecticide, 
in  coordination  with  beach  head  operations;  on  the  following  day  two  of  our  planes 
were  shot  down,  one  by  a  Jap  fighter  and  one  by  AA  over  HALMAHARA.    The  runway 
at  KAOE  and  the  town  and  jetty  were  bombed  and  strafed  on  14  Sept  ( l)  by  14  B24s 
and  31  A20s.     ! IATTAD0  town  (CELEBES)  was  h  Lt  on  the  14th  by  two  B24s;  on  the 
previous  night  search  planes  obtained  a  probable  hit  on  a  medium  AK  in  MANADO 
harbor.     10  fighter  bombers  and  attaci'  pianos  bombed  the  BOELA  airfield  (CERAM) 
on  the  15th.     Fighter  bombers  in  a  shipp ing  strike  in  the  vicinity  of  KAI  islands 
sank  t  Dar^e  ancl  dama  -,ed  5  smaller  craft. 
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Strikes  were  continued  against  enemy  installations  nnd  concentrations  in  the 
WEWAK  area  on  the  14th  and  I5th.     On  the  15th  26  fighter  bombers  attacked  airfields 
and  gun  positions  in  the  VOGELKOP,  concentrating  against  MOEMI,  MANOKWARI,  and 
SAT-' ATE . 

Air  neutralization  of  the  S0L0J:0US  -  3ISIARCK  area  was  continued  on  14  Sept 
with  212  sorties  against  the  usual  targets. 

#WfA 

GHQ«150419  (pink)  issues  warning  instructions  (designated  as  Number  5/l) 
governing  operations  against  LEYTE. 

GHQM50707  (pink)  refers  to  CinCPOA  141000  (pink);  outlines  plans  for  employ- 
ment of  24th  Corps  (less  77th  Div)  and  a  corps  of  2  divs  from  SWPA  for  conduct  of 
operations  against  LEYTE. 

CTF  31  161515  (pink)  announces  preparations  made,  if  and  when  tactical  situa- 
tion at  PELELIU  and  ANGAUR  permits  diversion  of  RCT  of  81st  Div  from  PALAU  area,  to 
take  ULITHI,  and  to  meet  77th  Div  date  in  CinCPOA  160346  (pink),  with  certain 
provisos. 

Com3rdFleet  170135  (pink)  directs  that  arrangements  be  made  for  transport  and 
movement  of  TP  31  units  to  SWPA,  keeping  Com3rdFleet  informed. 


17  September  (Oahu  date) 

On  17  and  18  September  (i)  operations  on  PELELIU  by  1st  IJarDiv  continued 
against  strong  enemy  opposition.    There  was  light  activity  during  the  night  16-17 
September,  while  during  the  night  17-18  there  was  mortar  and  artillery  fire  on 
our  left  flank  throughout  the  night.    As  of  1800  on  the  18th  all  resistance  had 
been  overcome  on  the  southern  part  of  the  island  and  our  linos  had  been  advanced 
to  the  II  to  a  general  east-west  line  extending  from  west  edge  of  NGARD0L0L0K  to 
the  west  shore.    A  battalion  of  the  Corps  Artillery  is  in  position  on  PELELIU  and 
supporting  the  AHGAUR  attack.    A  TBF  made  a  successful  emergency  landing  on  the 
PELELIU  airfield  which  is  expected  to  be  in  operation  within  3  days.     TG  38.4 
continued  support  of  our  assault  forces  on  PELELIU.     At  1920  on  the  18th  2  enemy 
planes  dropped  bombs  in  1st  LarDiv  area;  there  Y/ere  no  casualties.    K0SS0L  PASSAGE 
is  now  3/4  swept  and  completion  is  expected  shortly;  56  additional  mines  viere 
swept  up . 

Operations  on  ANGAUR  by  81st  InfDiv  proceeded  satisfactorily  on  17  and  18 
September  (l).     During  night  17-18  there  was  intermittent  mortar  fire  on  the  N 
beach  and  early  on  morning  18th  the  enemy  launched  2  counterattacks  against  the 
S  flanks  of  our  2  RCT's;  these  counterattacks  wore  repulsed.    TG's  38.2  and  38.3 
provided  air  bombardment  as  preparation  for  the  landings.    As  of  1800  on  the  18th 
the  division  had  seized  nearly  half  the  island  and  had  penetrated  within  200  yards 
of  the  west-central  shoreline. 


Casualties  as  of  1800  (i)  18  September: 
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Unit 

KIA 

VfIA 

MIA 

Total 

1st  MarDiv 

343 

2231 

266 

2840 

81st  InfDiv 

10 

120 

9 

139 

Total 

353 

2351 

275 

2979 

5495  of  the  enemy  have  been  killed  on  PELELIU  and  48  on  ANGAUR;  3  POW's  have  been 
taken. 

WADLIEGH  (DD  689)  while  engaged  in  detonating  mines  in  E  KOSSOL  PASSAGE 
hit  an  uncut  mine  incurring  serious  damage;  damage  is  under  control. 

TG  33.13.1,  augmented  by  additional  minesweepers,  will  depart  K OS SOL  PASSAGE 
on  the  19th  and  Will  arrive  off  ULITHI  on  the  21et. 

» 

CTF  31  has  directed  CTG  32.2  to  proceed  at  discretion  and  on  approval  of 
CTF  32  with  forces  assigned  to  seize  ULITHI  on  23  September  (E.  Long.  date). 

A  delayed  report  has  been  r eceived  from  CTG  38.1  covering  operation  of  the 
group  on  15  September  (I)  in  support  of  the  M0R0TAI  operation.     The  group  which 
operated  agai7ist  the  CELEBES  reports  shooting  down  one  enemy  bomber  and  destroying 
30  enemy  planes  on  the  ground. 

QUEENFISH  (SS  393)  and  BARB  (SS  220)  operating  CHINA  SEA  report  results. 
QUEENFISH  on  9  September  sank  1  DD  and  1  large  AP  with  3  hits  and  probably  sank 
1  AO  with  2  hits;  on  night  of  16th  damaged  1  large  unidentified  ship.    BARB  on 
night  of  16th  got  2  hits  in  a  heavily  loaded  AK  and  3  hits  in  a  probable  0TAKA 
CVE.     BARB  picked  up  31  British  Australian  survivors  from  the  AP  sunk  by  the 
SEALION  on  night  12-13  September.     Survivors  state  that  an  enemy  DD  resc\ied  Japan- 
ese; a  30-knot  wind  and  high  seas  scattered  rafts;  many  corpses  and  empty  rafts 
were  observed.     Spirits  of  survivors  appear  to  be  high  but  their  strength  is  low. 

PICUDA  (SS  382)  operating  BASH I  CHANNEL  (S  FORMOSA)  reports  sinking  3  medium 
AK's  of  an  8-ship  convoy  at  0432  on  16  September. 

REDFISH  (SS  395)  on  the  16th  damaged  1  AO  with  2  hits  in  a  4-ship  convoy 
off  SE  -0RM0SA. 

PIPEFISH  (SS  388)  reports  at  171842  OCT  damaged  1  AK  with  1  hit  approximately 
500  miles  N  of  MARCUS. 

CINCSWPA  170308  (pink)  refers  to  Cincpoa  160346  (pink),  discusses  utilization 
by  SWPA  of  shipping  originally  set  up  to  mount  77th  InfDiv  and  further  discusses 
disposition  of  1st  MarDiv. 

CinCSWPA  170550  (pink)  replies  to  Cincpoa  160410  (pink). 

Operations  of  TF  59  (E.  Long,  dates):    WOTJE  was  bombed  on  16  September  by 
an  unspecified  number  of  SBD's  and  on  the  following  day  by  37  F4U's.     On  night 
16-17  September  (jfc)  a  single  Catalina  harassed  NAURU. 
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■   On  16  September  (i)  planes  from  a  CVE  group  operating  in  support  of  the 
KOROTAI  operation  attacked  HAIi.lA.HERA  airdromes;  1  enemy  plane  was  shot  down  and  2 
were  destroyed  on  the  ground;  1  large  barge  was  sunk  and  10  to  12  others  were 
damaged;  direct  hits  were  obtained  on  buildings,  AA  positions,  and  a  fuel  dump; 
6  of  our  fighters  were  lost.     On  the  same  day  the  HOPEVflELL  (DD  681)  was  attacked 
while  en  route  MOROTAI  by  2  dive  bombers,  one  of  which  was  shot  down;  DD  was  un- 
damaged. 

EENDARI  repair  buildings  and  other  shops  were  heavily  hit  on  the  16th  by 
15  B-24's;  2  intercepting  fighters  were 'shot  down;  it  was  estimated  that  2/3  of 
the  buildings  in  the  area  were  destroyed  or  damaged.     13  B-25's  hit  HE  CELEBES 
on  the  same  day,  destroying  a  large  warehouse  and  starting  fires.    Single  search 
planes  on  shipping  strikes  in  the  CELEBES  area  on  night  15-16  and  night  16-17  sank 
a  3000-ton  freighter  transport  and  damaged  or  destroyed  a  7000-8000  ton  AK.  Small 
strikes  were  made  on  the  15th  and  16th  against  the  BOELA  oil  tanks,  and  on  the  16th 
against  KAI  and  AR0E  ISLANDS  where  7  barges  and  several  smaller  craft  were  damaged. 

On  the  16th  the  usual  strikes  continued  in  the  VVEWAN  area  and  against  air- 
dromes in  the  V0GELE0P.    Routine  raids  continued  in  the  BISI'ARCES-SOLOMONS  area 
on  the  15th. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  17  September  1  of  8  starting  PV's  from  FAW-4  bombed 
SHUIUSiIU.     3  3-24' s  from  11th  AF  bombed  western  SHIMUSHU  with  unobserved  results. 

18  September  (Oahu  date)  '*w*S 

1st  UarDiv    resumed  its  attack  on  PELELIU  on  morning  19  September  (I).  The 
enemy  continued  to  resist  stubbornly  from  trenches  and  pillboxes.     Steady  progress 
was  made  to  the  north  securing  the  east  coast  except  for  an  isolated  finger  to  the 
northeast.    Activity  during  the  night  18-19  was  confined  to  sporadic  mortar  and 
small  arms  fire.    Count  of  enemy  planes  found  on  PELELIU  Airfield:  28  T/E  medium 
bombers,  8  T/E  light  bombers,  77  s/e  fighters,  and  4  transports;  all  were  badly 
damaged  except  5  fighters. 

81st  Inf.  Div.  resumed  its  attack  on  ANGADR  on  morning  19  September  (I). 
The  advance  was  made  against  continued  light  resistance  consisting  mostly  of  scat- 
tered   pillboxes  and  mortar  fire.    By  early  afternoon  MIDDLE  VILLAGE  and  5AIPA1T 
TfiWN  were  captured.    The  advance  on  the  left  flank  was  retarded  by  beach  defenses 
on  the  east  coast,  but  approximately  two-thirds  of  the  island  is  now  in  our  pos- 
session with  NW  and  S  tips  isolated.    CG  81st  Inf.  Div.  assumed  command  ashore  at 
181200  (I).    A  POW  states  that  there  are  1,000  Army  troops  on  ATTGAUR  and  no  Wavy 
personnel  present. 

Our  casualties  to  date: 

Unit  KIA  V/IA  MIA  TOTAL 

1st  liarDiv  423  2622  302  3347 

filst  InfDiv  _22  167  0  189 

Total  445  "2789  302  3586 

No  change  has  been  reported  in  the  number  of  enemy  killed  on  PELELIU;  173  have 
been  killed  on  ANGAUR,  making  a  total  of  enemy  reported  dead  of  5,668. 
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LCI(G)  459,  while  gallantly  furnishing  close  fire  support  at  1820  on  the 
19th,  struck  a  mine  off  the  reef  edge  W  of  PELELIU  and  sank  20  minutes  later  in 
about  30  fathoms,  casualties  were  reported  as  2  wounded. 

64  additional  mines  were  swept  at  K0SS0L  ROADS  on  the  18th  making  a  total 
there  to  date  of  249, 


TG's  38.1,  38.2  and  38.3  are  enroute  to  launching  area  off  E  LUZON  prepara- 
tory to  striking  that  island  at  0600  on  the  21st.    38.4  is  enroute  to  MANUS  for 
rehabil itation. 

Operations  of  TF  59  (E.  Long,  dates):  WOTJE  was  bonbed  on  the  17th  and  18th 
by  SBD's.     B-24's  hit  J ALU IT  on  the  17th  while  an  SB-24  heckled  IWO  J  IMA.     On  the 
18th  MARCUS  was  bombed  by  4  B-24's  on  armed  reconnaissance,  and  NAURU  was  bombed 
by  an  unspecified  number  of  B-25's. 

BANG  (SS  385)  attacked  an  8  AK,  5  escort  convoy  at  182315  GCT  off  NE  tip 
of  FORMOSA;  1  AK  was  sunk  and  another  probably  sunk  with  2  hits  each. 

TANTIVY  (British  sub  under  GTF  71),  operating  off  JAVA ,  sank  1  4,000-ton 

AK. 


No  reports  of  activities  of  SwT  air  forces  have  been  received. 


19  September  (Oahu  date) 

On  20  September  (l)  1st  LarDiv  resumed  the  attack  on  PELELIU.     5th  Regt  on 
the  right  was  cleaning  up  remaining  resistance  on  eastern  coast  including  small 
island  south  of  1IGABAD  ISLAND.     1st  Regt  on  the  left  continued  slow  but  relentless 
struggle  to  drive  enemy  from  hill  pass  to  its  front.     This  rugged  terrain  is  honey- 
combed with  reinforced  caves,  pillboxes,  and  dugouts  from  which  the  enemy  continues 
to  resist  with  grim  determination.     In  one  regimental  sector  11  guns  (70  -  120-mm), 
73  machine  guns,  and  23  mortars  have  been  captured.    Effective  counterbattery  fire 
has  destroyed  several  enemy  guns  and  is  succeeding  in  reducing  enemy  artillery 
fire. 


On  20  September  (I)  81st  InfDiv  resumed  its  attack  against  light  resistance 
and  our  troops  rapidly  gained  the  southern  beaches.     The  island  contained  many 
defensive  positions  on  the  beaches  but,  most  of  them  were  unmanned.    All  organized 
resistance  ceased  at  1034  and  the  island  was  secured  at  that  hour.    The  division 
is  now  engaged  in  mopping  up  remnants  of  the  enemy. 


Our  casualties  to  date: 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

Total 

1st  MarDiv 

445 

2728 

323 

3496 

81st  InfDiv 

46 

491 

0 

537 

Totals 

491 

3219 

323 

4033 
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19  September  (Oahu  date  -  cont'd) 

6445  of  the  enemy  have  been  killed  on  PELELIU  and  600  on  ANOAUR;  POW's  remain  at  3. 

The  A/S  net  at  east  entrance  KOSSOL  PASSAGE  was  carried  away  by  tidal  current 
on  the  19th.    KECK  UK  (AKN  4)  is  laying  floats  without  net  across  entrance  as  a 
deceptive  measure  pending  replacement  of  the  net. 

Survivors  rescued  by  PAMPANITO  and  SEAL ION  are  now  in  the  SAIPAN  Army  hos- 
pital.   Of  the  total  (122)  53  are  British  Army,  66  Australian  Army,  2  Australian 
Navy,  and  1  Australian  Air  Force;  all  are  enlisted.    None  of  the  survivors  is 
critically  ill.    Survivors  report  that  next  convoy  coming  from  SINGAPORE  was 
scheduled  to  bring  prisoners  from  the  U.  S.  S.  HOUSTON. 

Operations  of  TF  59  (E.  Long,  dates):  WOTJE  was  bombed  on  18  and  19  September 
by  an  unspecified  number  of  F4U's  and  SBD's.     On  the  19th  PONAPE  was  attacked  by 
13  B-25's,  PAGAN  by  2  formations  of  P-47's,  MARCUS  by  2  8-24' s,  and  CHICHI  J IMA 
by  29  B-24's. 

ComFwdAreaCenPac  160100  summarizes  operations  11-15  September,  inclusive. 

SCAPBARDFISH  (SS  397)  at  190100  GCT  in  position  27-3511,  127-07E  (off  NW 
OKINAVjA)  probably  sank  a  southbound  5100-ton  submarine  tender  with  2  hits. 

CinCSWFA  reports  at  180835  CCT  that  landings  at  MOROTAI  are  now  fully 
established.    On  the  18th  enemy  planes  raided  the  landing  beaches  and  harbor  area; 
a  near  miss  on  the  K03JACK  (AGP  7,  Auxiliary  HTB  Tender)  wounded  1  man;  there  was 
no  other  damage. 

On  17  September  (i)  45  B-24's  wit':  P-33  escort  bombed  and  strafed  LANGOAN 
runway,  destroying  3  parked  planes;  at  A'-BESIA  drome,  near  KENDARI,  21  DARWIN-based 
B-24's  cratered  the  airstrip  and  destroyed  1  parked  plane.    On  the  preceding  day 
the  CERAM-AKBON  area  was  attacked  by  2  squadrons  of  B-24's  which  hit  LIANG  and  by 
1  squadron  of  B-24's  which  hit  LAHA;  1  group  of  B-24's  started  large  fires  on  the 
airfield  at  HAROEKOE,  while  39  P-38's  bombed  KAIRATOE  drome  and  village;  14  P-38's 
hit  an  ammunition  dump  in  eastern  Af.iBON.     TDIOR  and  KAI  ISLANDS  were  bombed  on  the 
17th  by  8  B-25»s  and  9  P-40's.    A  delayed  report  states  that  on  the  16th  24  B-25's 
and  8  P-38's  attacked  the  NAMLEA  airdrome  on  BOEROE  ISLAND. 

SAf.'ATE  (western  VOGELKOP)  was  hit  on  the  17th  by  66  fighter  bombers  which 
dropped  23-g-  tons  on  the  airfield. 

MacArthur  201302  (pink)  outlines  plan  for  effective  reduction  of  enemy  air 
on  LUZON  in  support  of  an  attack  on  FORMOSA  by  POA  forces,  if  conducted  prior  to 
occupation  of  central  LUZON. 
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20  September  (Oahu  date) 

On  21  September  ( l)  1st  i.-'.arDiv  resumed  the  attack  on  PELELIU.     1st  and  7th 
liegts  attacked  abreast  along  western  arm  of  island,  v/hile  5th  Regt  continued  the 
attack-  up  eastern  arm  and  on  nearby  islands  ( NGABAD  ISLAND  and  the  island  just 
south  thereof).    The  attempted  advance  on  the  west  was  halted  by  heavy  enemy 
resistance  located  on  precipitous  cliffs  and  in  deep  ravines  which  prohibited 
maneuver  of  our  forces.     5th  Regt  was  successful  in  occupying  remainder  of  east 
coast  including  NGABAD  ISLAND.    Enemy  weapons  captured  included  6  15-cm  trench 
mortars  and  31  machine  guns;  an  additional  10  destroyed  enemy  planes  were  found.  A 
captured  map  indicates  entire  W  coast  ridge  line  to  be  honeycombed  with  caves  and 
pillboxes.     Sporadic  artillery  and  mortar  fire  was  received  on  1st  MarDiv  front 
during  night  20-21.    Enemy  float  planes,  believed  to  have  been  operated  from  KOROR, 
bombed  PELELIU  night  of  18th  and  KOSSOL  PASSAGE  night  of  19th;  the  airstrip  is 
reported  unserviceable;  planes  from  CVE's  will  endeavor  to  locate  concealed  float 
planes  and  destroy  them. 

81st  InfDiv  on  21  September  (i)  continued  mopping-up  operations  on  ANGAUR. 
Captured  or  destroyed  enemy  weapons  included  1  75-mra  AA  gun  and  3  machine  guns. 

Our  casualties  to  date: 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

iiiK 

Total 

1st  llarDiv 

505 

2975 

340 

3820 

31st  InfDiv* 

46 

491 

0 

537 

Total 

551 

3466 

340 

4357 

*  Old  figures; 

new  report 

not  received. 

6792  of  the  enemy  have  been  killed  on  PELELIU  and  850  on  ANGAUR;  POV/'s  4. 

TG's  30.1,  38.2,  and  38.3  struck  MANILA       on  the  21st  ( I) ;  no  report  from 
CTF  38  has  been  received.     The  3  groups  will  move  to  the  south  and  hit  in  cental 
PHILIPPINES  on  the  22nd  (i).    Minesweeping  group  (33.13.1,  as  augmented)  arrived 
ULITHI  on  the  21st  (I).     The  fire  support  group  will  arrive  ULITHI  on  the  22nd  (i). 
The  CVE  group  has  departed  PELELIU  and  is  en  route  ULITHI. 

Operations  of  TF  59  (E.  Long,  dates) :     On  19  September  TRUK  was  heavily  hit 
by  28  B-24's  which  concentrated  against  the  north  M0EN  airfields  and  installations; 
4  timid  interceptors  slightly  damaged  3  planes.     On  the  same  date  1  SB-24  bombed 
IW0  JBIA.     On  the  19th  and  20th  neutralization  of  ROTA  was  maintained  by  an  un- 
specified number  of  F4U's  and  SBD's.     On  the  20th  V/0TJE  was  attacked  by  F4U's  and 
SBD's,  while  PAGAN  continued  to  be  hit  by  P-47's. 

BANG  (SS  385)  at  201415  GCT  position  25-30N,  124-00E  (115  miles  E  of  NE  tip 
of  FORC'OSA)  attacked  a  6-ship,  3-escort  convoy  on  course  070,  speed  8.     Sank  1 
large  AO  and  1  AK;  damaged  1  unidentified  ship. 

CinCSWPA  191442  (pink)  requests  approval  of  certain  arrangements  in  connec- 
tion with  LEYTE  operation,   including  non-employment  of  77th  InfDiv,  use  of  assault 
shipping  from  PHASE  I  of  STALEMATE ,  and  evacuation  of  1st  LiarDiv  from  PELELIU. 
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CinCSWPA  201330  (pink)  requests  all  forces  listed  as  available  in  Cincpoa 
160346  (pink)  and  161119  (pink),  with  certain  exceptions. 

MacART:IUR  (CinCS1«PA)  211042  (pink)  outlines  plans  Tor  proceeding  directly 
from  LEYTE  to  the  main  assault  against  LUZON,  leaving  the  APARRI  area  to  be  secured 
at  a  later  date. 

On  18  September  (I)  30  B-25's  with  P-33  cover  bombed  LA1IG0AN  personnel  areas 
and  destroyed  4  grounded  planes.    An  SB-24  sank  a  snail  AK  off  NE  tip  CELEBES. 
CVE  planes  pounded  HALVIAHERA  fields,  destroying  6  planes  on  the  ground  and  damag- 
ing oil  dumps  and  bivouacs.    A  group  of  B-24's  met  no  opposition  on  the  18th  while 
attacking  the  AMBON  airfields  of  HAR0EK0E  and  LAHA.     In  a  shipping  sweep  off  CERAM 
P-40's  damaged  several  snail  craft.     66  P-40's  bombed  M0EHI  gun  positions,  while 
other  planes  heckled  SAMATE  and  MANOR  WAR  I .    Air  neutralization  of  the  BISMARCKS- 
SOLOMONS  area  continued  on  the  18th.     10  B-25's  operating  SE  of  PULUWAT  attacked 
2  AK's  and  1  trawler;  1  AK  was  left  dead  in  the  water  and  another  was  believed 
damaged. 


21  September  (Oahu  date) 


another  was  believed 


Results  of  strikes  against  LUZON  on  21  September  (i)  by  TG's  38.1,  38.2,  and 
38.3  which,  in  a  surprise  attack,  hit  CIARK  FIELD  Area,  NICHOLS  FIELD  Area,  CAVITE, 
MANILA  BAY  shipping,  SUBIC  BAY  shipping,  convoys,  and  swept  N  and  S: 

(1)  Enemy  planes  destroyed;-  205;  110  in  the  air,  95  on  the  ground. 

(2)  Damage  to  Enemy  Shipping! - 

Sxmk  Damaged  (includes  probably  sunk) 


1  large  DD 
4  large  AO's 

1  small  AO 

2  large  AK 1 s 

1  medium  AK 

2  small  All's 

1  unidentified  DD(by  HADDO) 


1  unidentified  DD 

2  large  AO's 

1  large  AP 
10  large  AK's 
12  medium  AK's 

2  luggers 

1  floating  drydock 


(3)  Other  damage;-  Many  hits  were  obtained  on  the  airfield,  and  on  buildings 
and  other  installations. 


(4)  Our  Losses i 
recovered. 


15  planes,  from  which  several  of  the  flight  personnel  were 


TF  38  has  planned  to  repeat  the  strike  against  LUZON  on  the  22nd  (I),  to 
refuel  on  the  23rd  (I),  and  to  strike  a^ain  in  the  VIRAVAS  on  the  24th  fl). 

On  22  Sept.  (I)  1st  MarDiv  continued  the  attack  on  PFLELIU  against  heavily 
fortified  positions}  no  appreciable  gains  were  made  although  patrols  probed  well 
to  the  front  on  both  flanks  of  the  mountain  range  on  the  Yi  of  the  island.    RCT  321 
(81st  InfDiv)  was  ordered  moved  from  ANGAUR  to  PELELIU  to  reinforce  1st  MarDiv} 
regrouping  of  our  forces  for  continuation  of  the  attack  has  been  initiated.  Enemy 
equipment  captured  during  the  day  included  5  5-inch  guns. 


-  Continued  - 
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81st  Inf.  Div.  continued  mopping  up  enemy  remnants  on  ANGAUR.  Enemy  re- 
sistance is  confined  to  opposition  by  scattered  elements  in  caves  along  NW  tip 
of  the  island. 

Our  casualties  to  date: 

Unit  KIA  UIA  VIA  TOTAL 

1st  MarDiv  524  3075  341  3940 

81st  Inf. Div.        74  566  0  640 

Total  598  3641  341  4580 

Five  POW's  have  been  taken;  there  are  no  nev;  figures  on  enemy  dead. 

A  single  Jap  floatplane  alerted  our  forces  at  PELELIU  but  made  no  attack. 
1  CA,  screened  by  2  DD's,  bombarded  a  seaplane  hangar  located  on  ARAEA3ESAN  ISLAND. 
Planes  from  CVE  group  attacked  suspected  hiding  places  of  enemy  floatplanes. 

CTU  33.19.10roports  that  on  22  Sept.  (I)  SORLEH  and  FASSARAI  ISLATIDS  of 
ULITHI  ATOLL  were  secured  without  opposition.     The  minesweeping  group  is  now  pro- 
ceeding with  occupation  of  MOGLIOG.    PAG  is  still  unoccupied.    Sweeping  and  demo- 
lition is  proceeding  on  schedule. 

Operations  of  7F  59  (E.  Long,  dates):    MARCUS  was  hit  on  20  Sept.  by  1  B-24 
and  on  the  21st  by  3  B-24's.    On  the  21st  NAURU  was  bombed  by  B-25's,  JALUIT  by 
B-24's,  ROTA  by  F4IJ's  and  PAGAN  by  B-24's. 

PIG1IDA  (SS  382)  and  REDFISH  (SS  395)  at  202200  GCT  overtook  a  Jap  convoy  of 
3  AK's,  2  AP's,  1  AO  and  6  escorts;  this  convoy  was  first  spotted  by  PICUDA  V/  of 
BASHI  CHANNEL  (S.  FORMOSA)  at  190300  GCT.     PICUDA,  off  PASABENG  BAY,  sank  1  medium 
AK  and  damaged  1  medium  AP  with  2  hits  in  each.    REDFISH,  off  CAPE  BOJEADOR,  sank 
the  other  AP,  and  damaged  the  AO  and  1  of  the  2  remaining  AK's. 

PARGO  (SS  264)(SV/PA)  reports  sinking  1  AK  on  10  Sept.  N  of  BORNEO.     On  the 
22nd  in  the  JAVA  SEA  obtained  3  hits  on  a  southbound  convoy  of  8-10  ships. 

GHQ  ST.PA  (MacArthur)  220220  (Pink)  summarizes  plan  for  K-2  operation,  occu- 
pation of  LEYTE  GULF-SURIGAO  STRAIT  Area,  providing  for  major  amphibious  assault 
from  NEW  GUINEA  bases  supported  by  3rd  Fleet,  target  date  20  October  1944,  with 
10th  Corps  (1st  Cav.  and  24th  Inf.  Divs.)  and  24th  Corps  (7th  Inf.  Div.  and  96th 
Inf.  Div.)  and  98th  Ranger  Battalion. 

MARSHALL  201833  defines  combat  zone  of  now  campaign  entitled  "Air  Offensive, 
JAPAN". 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  19  Sept.  7  P V s  from  FAIT  4  bombed  SE  coast  of  PARA- 
MUSHIRU.     On  the  sane  day  1  B-25  from  11th  AF  attacked  TOMARI  ZAKI  (NE  PARA!rTTSHIRU) , 

Single  search  planes  on  night  19-20  Sept.  ( I)  and  night  20-21  Sept.  (I)  made 
shipping  strikes  in  the  PHILIPPINES  Area.     1  AK  (300-700  ton)  and  1  AO  (1500-2500 
ton)  were  sunk.     1  AK  (2000-4500  ton)  was  attacked  with  unobserved  results. 

Heavy  attacks  were  made  in  the  CELEBES  Area  on  19  and  20  Sept.  ( I)  by  B-24's, 
B-25's,  and  P-38's  which  made  heavy  raids  on  personnel  areas,  fuel  dumps,  gun 
positions,  and  small  craft  in  NE  CELEBES;  there  was  no  interception.    Bivouac  areas 
and  gun  positions  in  the  MAN ADO  Area  were  attacked  by  43  B-25's.    LA'TrOAN Airdrome 
ano  LEMBEH STRAITS  were  attacked  by  22  B-25's  and  31  P-38's.  On  night  20-21  a  PBY 
sank  1  large  AK  and  1  medium  AK  in  CELEBES  SEA.  9H7R 

-  Continued  -  £  U  f  O 
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On  20  Sept.  (i)  B-24's,  A-20's,  and  P-471  s  hit  DJAILOLO  and  KAOE,  on  HALMAHERA 
damaging  airfields  and  stores*    On  the  preceding  day  CVE  planes  flew  108  sorties 
over  northern  IIAU'A'IERA,  destroying  3  planes  at  GALELA,  1  at  MITI,  and  probably  1 
at  LOLOBATA;  16  other  planes  of  unknown  serviceability  were  damaged  on  the  ground. 

On  MOROTAI  on  nights- of  19-20  and  20-21  Sept.  (I)  small  Jap  raids  took  place 
without  damage.    On  the  19th  and  20th  CERAM  was  heavily  attacked;  AMAHAI  was  hit 
by  20  B-24's  on  tho  19th;  on  the  20th  15  attack  and  fighter  bombers  hit  BOELA, 
while  B-24's  bombed  LAHA,  LIANG,  and  AMAIIAI.    TIMOR  was  hit  on  the  20th  by  12  B-24's 
and  DOEROE  by  an  unspecified  number  of  medium  and  fighter  bombers. 

Reconnaissance  reports  from  SWEA  covering  the  last  two  weeks  indicate  that 
enemy  shipping,  other  than  small  freighters  and  luggers,  has  been  effectively 
cleared  from  the  BANDA,  CERAM,  and  MOLUKKA  SEAS,  and  from  east  part  of  CELEBES  SEA 
probably  as  far  west  as  longitude  120  east. 


22  September  (Oahu  date) 


On  23  Sept  (I)  1st  MarDiv  maintained  pressure  against  enemy  on  PELELIU  and 
by  late  afternoon  GAREKORU  VILLAGE  and  the  unnamed  island  800  yards  north  of 
/"'GABAD  ISLAND  were  occupied.    Regrouping  of  our  forces  continued  and  RCT  321 
(81st  InfDiv)  relieved  1st  MarReg  on  left.    Under  cover  of  rain  squalls  7  Japanese 
barges,  heading  south,  were  sighted  in  boat  channel  north  of  PELELIU  at  dawn; 
when  fired  upon  by  our  patrol  vessels  they  dispersed  to  NGESEBUS  and  PELELIU;  1 
barge  was  sunk  and  the  remaining  6  were  later  destroyed  on  PELELIU  beaches  by 
bombing  and  strafing  and  by  ship's  gunfire.    A  total  of  323  mines  have  been  swept 
from  KOSSOL  PASSAGE.    The  net  at  west  entrance  of  the  Passage  has  been  completed. 
A  PB4Y  landed  on  the  PELELIU  airfield,  effected  repairs,  and  took  off. 

Elements  of  81st  InfDiv  continued  mopping  up  enemy  remnants  on  ANGAUR  on 
the  23rd. 

Our  casualties  to  date: 

Unit  KIA  TfIA  MIA  TOTAL 

1st  MarDiv         547  3170  344  4061 

81st  InfDiv       _74  566  0  640 

Total  62T  3736  344  TToT 

7,020  of  the  enemy  have  been  killed  on  PELELIU  and  9  50  on  ANGAUR,  making  a  total 
dead  of  7,970.  A  captured  document  indicates  a  total  of  10,138  Japs  on  PELELIU; 
this  includes  all  arms  and  services. 

ULITHI  ATOLL  was  occupied  on  ?.'6  Sept  (i)  withoxit  enemy  opposition;  the 
small  enemy  force  previously  reported  on  the  Atoll  had  been  evacuated.     TG  33.19 
(Sweeping  Group)  on  the  21st  and  22nd  had  landed  forces  on  FASSARAI,  MANGE JANG, 
and  SORLEN  ISLANDS  to  obtain  information  from  natives.    Troops  which  arrived 
on  the  23rd  occupied  ASOR,  SORLEN,  MOGMOG  and  POTANGERAS  ISLANDS.    The  MUBAI 
entrance  channel  and  the  northern  anchorage  were  swept  and  buoyed,  and  are  ready 
to  receive  ships.    Minefields  were  located  according  to  previous  intelligence; 

99  mines  have  been  swept  up.    TG  33.12.2  (ULITHI  CVE  Group)  made  a  fighter  sweep 
over  YAP  while  enroute  ULITHI;  no  planes  or  shipping  were  observed;  the  main  air- 
field was  full  of  holes;  the  new  airfield  was  inactive  but  appeared  to  be  in 
fair  shape.  _  Continued  m  C  J  (  u 


22  September 
Cont'd. 

Operations  of  ?F  59  (E.  Long,  dates):     On  22  Sept  15  B-24's  struck  CHICHI 
JBiA,  sinking  a  barge  and  scoring  near  misses  on  an  AK;  explosions  were  observed 
in  the  harbor  area.    On  the  sane  day  strikes  were  nade  against  KARONS  by  2  R-24's, 
PAGAN  by  4  P-47's,  ROTA  by  F4N's,  EOHAFE  by  B-25's,  and  JALUIT  by  F4U's. 

CoinGenPOA  230030  (pink)  comments  on  CinCSWPA  201330  (pink)  in  accordance 
with  CinCFOA  211048. 

JCS  222230  (pink)  outlines  plans  for  the  provision  of  land-based  air  support 
from  CHINA. 

SEARAVEN  (SS  1P6),  operating  KNRILES,  attacked  an  enemy  convoy  on  night 
15  Sept;  sank  1  AK  and  obtained  2  possible  hits  out  of  4  torpedoes  fired  at  an 
AK  and  1  DD  escort;  1  fishing  trawler  was  sunk  by  gunfire  on  the  4th. 

HADD0  (SS  255)  reports  rescuing  1  downed  aviator  from  LANGLEY  ( CVL  27) 
on  morning  22  Sept;  pilot  was  uninjured. 

Only  search  plane  activity  was  reported  by  SYJP  air  forces  on  21st  and  on 
night  21-22.    On  the  22nd  62  F4U's  and  SID's  attacked  and  destroyed  a  number 
of  huts  in  the  RA3AUL  Area.  V 

25  September  (Oahu  date) 

At  0245  (I)  on  24  September  the  enemy,  using  13  barges  and  1  motor  sampan, 
attempted  resupply  and  reinforcement  (700  men  of  2nd  Bn,  15th  Inf  Regt)  of  PELELIU 
from  KOROR  ISLAND.    The  barges  were  sighted  TTE  of  PELELIU,  and  were  engaged  by 
the  H.  L.  EDWARDS  (DD),  4  LCl(G)'s,  and  LVT(A)'s  stationed  on  the  reef.    8  barges 
were  observed  to  explode;  10  wrecked  barges  were  observed  after  dawn  on  the  reefs 
NE  of  PELELIU,  and  some  enemy  stragglers  who  were  on  the  reefs  were  strafed.  All 
barges  were  believed  destroyed,  though  some  stragglers  probably  reached  shore 
without  equipment.     1st  ItarDiv  continued  its  attack  maintaining  pressure  on  right 
front  and  pushing  forward  on  left  front  to  include  GAREK0RU  VILLAGE  and  the  wes- 
tern section  of  the  mountain  range  extending  southward  therefrom. 

On  ANGATIR  Plst  InfPiv  continued  raopping-up  operations,  and  initiated  the 
base  development  plan.  * 

Our  casualties  to  date: 


Unit 

KIA 

mk 

MIA 

Total 

1st  HarDiv 

544 

3497 

397 

4438 

81st  JnfDiv 

82 

699 

2 

783 

Totals 

G26 

4196 

399 

5221 

7148  of  the  enemy  have  been  killed  on  PELELIU,  865  on  ANGAUR,  for  a  total  of 
8013.    9  prisoners  have  been  taken  (4  on  PELELIU,  5  on  ANGATIR). 

8  planes  of  VMF-541(N)  plus  3  transport  planes,  1  TBF,  and  4  PBY-5A's 
arrived  PELELIU  and  are  now  based  on  the  airfield.    The  NV-SE  runway  is  available  • 
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for  takeoff  and  landing;  limited  gas  is  available;  NE  runway  is  5  percent  com- 
pleted.   25  nines  have  been  swept  up  off  ANGAUR  during  the  past  2  days.  YMS-19, 
while  sweeping  along  E  coast  of  ANGAUR  struck  a  mine  and  sank;  casualties  were 
9  missing. 

Com3rdFlt  240124  summarizes  results  of  strikes  by  TG's  38.1,  38.2,  and  38.3 
against  LUZON  on  21  and  22  September  (i);  gives  total  box  score  of  3rd  Fleet 
damage  inflicted  on  the  enemy  during  the  period  31  August  (I)  to  22  September  (i), 
inclusive. 

Operations  of  TF  59  (E.  Long,  dates):     On  22  and  23  September  t.!ILLE  was 
attacked  by  F4U's  and  I'ALOELAP  by  SBD's.     On  the  23rd  strikes  were  made  against 
NAURU,  JALTTIT,  WOTJE,  PAGAN,  and  IWO  JBiA.     10  B-24's  hit  CHICHI  J  MA  on  the  23rd, 
with  some  of  the  effort  being  directed  against  AMI  JIMA  and  HAHA  JIMA. 

SHAD  (SS  235)  operating  S  HONSHU  reports  in  7  attacks  sank  1  medium  AP,  1 
CHIDORI  DD,  and  1  SAOA-type  PG;  damaged  1  snail  AK,  1  medium  AK,  and  1  unseen 
medium  ship.    SHAD  was  missed  by  2  torpedoes  which  passed  very  close  to  the  bow; 
this  attack  took  place  N  of  HACHIJO  JB1A. 

AP0G0N  (SS  308)  sank  by  gunfire  1  trawler-type  patrol  vessel  640  miles  N 
of  tIARCUS  on  23  September.  - 

PLAICE  (SS  390)  at  232240  GCT  position  29-12N,  129-40E  (135  miles  NE  of 
OKINAWA)  attacked  enemy  force  of  2  FUSO-class  BB's  and  4  DD's  on  course  230  speed 
16;  obtained  4  hits  in  one  of  the  B3's. 

PLUNGER  (SS  179)  (SVjYA)  summarizes  12th  war  patrol.     Operating  on  lifeguard 
station  off  TRTTK  sank  1  5000-ton  AK  on  morning  13  August  which  was  aground  on 
MINTO  REEF  (E  of  TRUK) . 

RICHARDSON  231022  (pink)  submits  remarks  and  recommendations  on  memorandum 
to  CINCS17FA  and  CINCPOA  dated  21  September  1944,  subject:     "Coordination  of 
Operations . " 


No  recent  reports  of  SV.P  air  force  activities  have  been  received. 


24  September  ( Oahu  date) 


&JtM 


1st  MarDiv  resumed  the  attack  on  PELELIU  on  25  Sept  (I)  with  321st  infReg 
(on  the  left)  attacking  to  the  eastward.    Only  li^ht  enemy  resistance  was  encounter 
ed.    The  ridge  line  was  secured  to  the  north  as  far  as  GAREKORU  VILLAGE.  Our 
line  was  then  extended  2600  yards  to  the  north  following  the  road  which  parallels 
the  coast, being  200-400  yards  inland. 


Our  casualties  to  date: 
Unit  KIA 
1st  MarDiv  562 
81st  InfDiv  98 
Total  6^0" 


UIA 
3558 
737 

295 


IIIA 
398 
3 

40T 


Total 
4518 
838 

5356 


7313  of  the  enemy  "have  been  killed  on  PELELIU,  975  on  ANGAUR  for  a  total  of  8288. 
11  prisoners  have  been  taken  (6  on  PELELIU,  5  on  ANGAUR). 
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CTG  3349  reports  that  evidence  from  natives  and  general  appearance  of 
islands  indicate  Japs  evacuated  ULITHI  several  months  ago.    Unloading  is  practically 
complete.     Six  mines  have  boen  swept  up.     CTG  33,19  expects  to  turn  the  command 
of  ULITHI  over  to  CTG  10.15  on  the  25th. 

CTF  57  210330  summarizes  operations  16-20  September  inclusive. 

Operations  of  TF  59  (E.  Long,  dates):     On  night  23-24  Sept  NAURU  was  heckled 
by  1  Navy  Landcat.    MARCUS  was  bombed  on  the  23rd  and  24th  by  2  B-25's.    On  the 
24th  strikes  were  made  against  ROTA,  ".70TJE,  and  JALUIT. 

3ARBER0  (SS  317)  reports  neutralization  by  bombardment  of  radar  station 
on  BATAG  ISLAND  (II.  SAMAR)  on  nights  23  and  24  Sept. 

NAUTILUS  (SS  168)(SliPA)  reports  that  she  is  aground  in  MINDANAO  DEEP.  An 
attempt  will  be  made  to  refloat  at  0300  on  the  26th;  if  unsuccessful  the  submarine 
will  be  destroyed. 

SULTAN  241225  (pink)  discusses  employment  of  aircraft  of  14th  AF  and  20th 
Bomber  Command  October,  1944  -  February,  1945. 

GHQ,  SY.PA  (MacArthur)  241551  (pink)  discusses  air  attacks  in  support  of 
operations  against  the  PHILIPPINES. 

CinCPac  250131  (pink)  directs  breaking  up  present  submarine  "Zoo"  (screen 
established  off  LUZON  prior  to  and  during  STALEMATE). 

CinCPOA  250856  (pink)  assigns  tasks  to  forces  of  MARSHALLS-GILBERTS  Area, 
effective  1  October. 

CinCPOA  250919  (pink)  furnishes  information  re  rehabilitation  of  24th  Corps, 
disposition  and  future  employment  of  81st  InfDiv  and  77th  InfDiv. 

Shipping  strikes  were  the  only  reported  activities  of  SWP  air  forces  on 
the  22-id.    A  700-ton  vessel  was  probably  sunk  in  LARVEL  BAY,  NE  BORNEO.  -  1  2,000-toc 
vessel  and  1  700-ton  vessel  were  sunk  near  west  shore  DAVAO  GULF.    A  3,000-ton 
vessel  was  damaged  by  strafing  off  NW  coast  of  LEYTE  ISLAND.    5  sailing  boats 
(80-90  feet)  were  damaged  off  N  coast  BOEROE  ISLAND  and  1  was  sunk.    On  the  21st 
1  700-ton  vessel  was  sunk  off  N  coast  of  BORNEO. 


25  September  (Oahu  date) 

On  26  September  (i)  5th  Mar  Regt  completed  its  movement  to  west  arm  of  PELE- 
LIU,  and  by  nightfall  had  completed  seizure  of  the  radio  station,  cutting  off  all 
communication  from  the  N  to  enemy  forces  resisting  on  UMUR8R0G0L  MT.     During  the 
night  heavy  caliber  mortar  fire  from  NGESEBUS  fell  in  the  5th  Mar  Regt  perimeter, 
causing  some  casualties.     5th  Mar  Regt  succeeded  in  widening  its  position  to  a 
depth  of  600  yards,  extending  S  from  the  radio  station  to  a  distance  of  1500  yards j 
the  enemy  from  positions  on  the  high  ground  offered  heavy  resistance,  employing 
artillery  and  many  automatic  weapons.     Further  south  the  321st  Inf  continued  to 
eliTirnate  enemy  pill-boxes  on  the  main  ridge,  and  captured  two  prominent  peaks. 

Still  further  south,  7th  Mar  Regt  continues  its  effort  to  encircle  UlJSROGOL  MT 
where  our  advance  has  been  impeded  for  four  straight  days. 
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PELELIU  fighter  strip  and  parking  area  for  50  planes  have  been  completed. 
The  bomber  strip  is  20  percent  complete*    The  ANGAUR  site  is  suitable  for  a  6200- 
foot  runway  which  will  require  15  days  to  complete. 

Our  casualties  to  date: 


Unit 


KIA 


WIA 


MIA 


Total 


1st  MarDiv 
81st  InfDiv 


530 
106 


3639 
769 


401 
5 


4620 
830 


Total 


686 


4408 


406 


5500 


7313  of  the  enemy  have  been  killed  on  PELELIU,  979  on  ANGAUR ,  for  a  total  of 
8292. 

McCOY  REYNOLDS  (D©)  reports  at  252130  OCT  sank  enemy  submarine  NE  of  PALAU, 
position  09-14N,  136-40E. 

Merchant  ships  MISSIONARY  RIDGE  and  DOII  MARQUIS  collided  on  the  26th  in 
position  02-25S,  147-15E  (SE  of  MANUS);  the  latter  ship  was  afire;  a  rescue  vessel 
(BURDEKIN)  at  £61136  GCT  was  picking  up  survivors,  reporting  ship  on  fire  forward 
of  bridge j  requested  salvage  tugs  be  sent  immediately. 

Merchant  ship    ELIHU  THOMPSON,  en  route  EFATE  to  NOUMEA  ran  into  minefield 
S  of  PORCUPINE  ISLAND  (SE  coast  NEW  CALEDONIA)  at  about  252130,  striking  two  mines. 
ComSoPac  at  260557  GCT  reported  that  ship  was  successfully  towed  into  GREAT  ROADS, 
and  beached.     Casualties  were  undetermined,  but  believed  to  be  light. 

Operations  of  TF  59  (E.  Long,  date):     On  24  September  16  B-24's  bombed  harbor 
facilities  and  small  shipping  at  CHICHI  JIMA,  while  1  B-24  hit  HAHA  JIMA,    On  the 
same  day  MILLE  and  JALUIT  were  attacked  by  SBD's. 

Cincpac  242346  establishes  procedure  governing  the  use  of  surface  escorts 
in  the  POA;  effective  on  receipt  and  cancels  all  previous  directives. 

Cincpoa  250421  directs  ComFwdArea  to  establish  a  command  designated  "Naval 
Air  Bases  GUAM",  about  15  October. 

GHQ,  SWPA  250715  approves  agreements  Memorandum  No.  21,  September  1944,  signed 
by  Rear  Admiral  Sherman  and  Major  General  Chamberlain. 

Cincpoa  251705  merges  the  MARSIIALLS  and  GILBERTS  sub-areas,  effective  1  Octo- 
ber, and  to  be  designated  the  MARSHALLS-GILBERTS  Area;  defines  limits;  establishes 
TF  96. 

In  the  CELEBES  on  23  September  (,l)  an  unspecified  number  of  B-24's  and  B-25's 
dropped  56  tons  on  MA PANG AT  and  SIDATE;  3  ineffective  fighters  intercepted. 
CERAM-BOEROE  area  was  hit  on  the  23rd  and  24th.     B-25's  attacked  AMAHAI  on  both 
days  and  the  NAMLEA  airdromes  were  hit  on  the  24th.     B-24's  dropped  66  tons  on 
LIANG.     30ELA  and  small  shipping  off  SE  CERAM  were  hit  by  4  B-25's  and  6  Beau- 
fighters;  3  barges  were  destroyed.     12  P-47's  cratered  the  KAOE  runway  on  HALMA- 
HSRA  on  the  23rd,  while  1  B-24  hit  TANIMBAR.    Attacks  continued  on  the  23rd  against 
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the  VOGSLKOP  airdrones;  60  fighter  bombers  participated  in  the  attacks.    3  PBY 
search  planes  attacking  in  the  PHILIPPINE  area  on  night  23-24  September  (I) 
report  sinking  2  DE's,  1  seaplane  tender,  and  firing  1  lugger. 


26  September  (Oahu  date) 


Assault  forces  on  PELELIU  continued  the  attack  on  27  September  (I),  and  by 
1800  had  completed  occupation  of  the  island  except  for  a  small  portion  in  the 
ME  tip  and  IMURBS060E  MT.    Enemy  remnants  on  ANGAUR  attempted  infiltration  of  our 
lines  without  success.     Unloading  is  being  hampered  by  rough  seas. 


Our  casualties  to  date: 


Unit 

K  1A 

Y'fIA 

K1A 

Total 

1st  MarUiv 

599 

3793 

369 

4761 

Blst  InfDiv 

130 

912 

7 

1049 

Total 

729 

4705 

376 

5810 

7517  of  the  enemy  have  been  killed  on  PELELIU,  1020  on  ANGAUR,  for  a  total  of 
8537. 

Operations  of  TP  59  ( E.  Long.  Dates):     On  25  September  TRIJK  was  heavily 
attacked  by  26  B-24's  which  concentrated  against  ETEN  and  shipping  in  the  harbor; 
results  were  unreported.    On  the  same  day  13  B-24's  hit  IWO  J  IMA,  encountering 
intense  AA  fire  and  4  aggressive  fighters;  one  enemy  fighter  was  shot  down;  3 
B-24's  were  damaged.     On  26  September  reconnaissance  strikes  were  made  against 
PONAPE,  MARCUS,  and  WAKE.    F4U's  attacked  MILLE  on  the  26th,  while  neutralization 
of  PAGAN  and  ROTA  was  continued. 

THRESHER  (SS  200)  operating  S\i  of  KYUSHU  reports  results.     Sank  one  submarine 
tender,  one  medium  AK,  and  one  medium  AO;  damaged  one  AO. 

PARGO  (SS  264)  ( SV/PA)  operating  off  N  tip  RORNEO  reports  3  hits  in  1  plane- 
loaded  AV  at  252000  GCT. 


MUSKALL^TGE  (SS  262)  ( SV/PA)  summarizes  4th  war  patrol.     Operating  S  CHINA 
SEA  sank  1  UAKATAKE  DD;  damaged  1  7500-ton  AK  and  1  10,000-ton  AP. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  25  September  8  B-24's  bombed  PARAJ'^SHIRU;  13  enemy 
fighters  intercepted,  of  which  1  was  shot  down  and  7  were  damaged;  1  3-24  landed 
on  KAMCHATKA  while  the  remaining  7  returned  to  base.     1  of  4  starting  PV's  bombed 
SURIBACHI;  3  planes  were  forced  back  by  fighters;  all  planes  returned  safely. 

CinCSWPA  (MacARTHUR)  260523  (pink)  discusses  capabilities  of  14th  Air  Force 
and  employment  of  20th  Air  Force;  suggests  that  CG  of  U.S.  forces  in  CHINA -3URKA- 
1NDIA  be  authorized  by  CG  USAAF  to  coordinate  strikes  by  14th  and  20th  AF  in 
support  of  SWPA  and  3rd  Fleet  operations  in  the  FORMOSA  area;  coordination  of 
land-based  and  carrier-based  aviation  to  be  arranged  directly  between  Cincpoa 
and  CG  of  US  Forces  in  CHINA- BURMA- INDIA . 
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SEPTEMBER  (GCT) 

Gincpoa  262316  (pink)  outlines  employment  of  submarines  in  support  of  K2 
operations. 

On  24  September  (I)  11  F-40's  bombed  and  strafed  a  small  craft  and  village 
along  SE  coast  of  CERA!1',  while  1  D-24  fired  an  oil  dump  at  KENDARI  (CELEBES). 
On  the  same  day  21  P-40's  bombed  runways  in  UTAROM;  on  the  preceding  day  8  barges 
on  the  N  coast  of  BATANTA  ISLAND  (W  VOGELKOP)  were  attacked  with  unreported 
results.    Air  neutralization  of  the  BISMARCKS-SOLPKQHS  area  continued  on  the  23rd 
with  attacks  against  BOUGAINVILLE  by  100  planes  and  against  RA3ATTL  by  7  planes. 

Com3rdFlt  230424  (Pink)  outlines  plans  for  employment  of  TF  38  prior  to 
and  during  LEYTE  Operation.  ^\*f 


27  September  (Oahu  date) 

Com3rdFlt  272330  summarizes  results  of  strikes  by  TG's  38.1,  38.2,  and  38.3 
on  24  Sept  (I)  against  the  VISAYAS. 

The  W-8E  airstrip  on  PELELIU  is  now  operational  for  3900  feet;  estimated 
date  of  completion  of  runway  and  dispersal  area  required  by  Base  Development  Plan 
is  5  Oct.    The  AGANA  Field,  south  strip,  will  be  asphalt  surfaced  150  feet  by  6,000 
feet  with  completion  date  15  Oct;  north  strip  will  be  reconstructed  to  7,000  feet 
coral  surface  following  completion  of  south  strip. 

Operations  of  TF  59  (E.  Long,  dates):     On  night  26-27  Sept  2  B-24's  heckled 
WAKE,  dropping  5  tons  with  unobserved  results.     On  the  27th  jingle  planes  heckled 
TWO  J IMA  and  YAP.    Neutralization  of  PAGAN  and  ROTA  was  continued  on  the  27th. 
On  the  same  day,  strikes  were  conducted  against  NAURU,  JALUIT,  WOTJB  and  MILLE. 

GUARDFISH  (SS  217),  Operating  YELL017  SEA,  reports  at  281015  GOT  destroyed 
2  floating  mines  and  sank  1  small  AO. 

PLAICE  (SS  390),  operating  NANSEI  SHOTO,  reports  sinking  1  large  AP  and 
1  escort  with  5  hits  at  261650  GCT. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  27  Sept  4  B-24's  from  11th  AF  bombed  SURIRACHI 
without  opposition  with  unobserved  results. 

CinCPOA  271520  (Pink)  outlines  program  of  VLR  construction  at  TIN IAN. 

DepCom  Air  Force  271946  (Pink)  discusses  VLR  construction  at  TIN IAN. 

Com3rdFlt  272150  (Pink)  concurs  in  MacArthur •  s  recommendations  for  support 
by  CHINA  based  aircraft  (refers  to  MacArthur  260523  Sept). 

CinCPOA  280150  (Pink)  requests  operational  completion  dates  of  VLR  strips 
on  TIN IAN. 

On  25  Sept  (i)  LANGGAN  (CELEBES)  runways  were  hit  by  16  B-25»s,  escorted 
by  11  P-38's.    The  KENDARI  airfields  and  bivouac  areas  were  attacked  by  20  B-24's 
with  P-38  escort.     In  these  two  strikes  8  enemy  fighters  intercepted;  3  were  shot 
down;  1  P-38  was  lost.     The  bombers  sank  1  small  AK.    On  the  following  day  2  B-24' 
bombed  the  KENDARI  Airdrome. 


-  Continued  - 
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27  September  (Oahu  date  -  Cont'd) 

On  the  24th  and  25th  11  B-24»s  bombed  IAUTEM  (TBTOR),  causing;  fires  in 
the  town  and  among  defensive  positions.    CAPE  C HATER  was  hit  by  3  B-24's.  On 
the  25th  the  LOLOBATA  (RALMAHERA)  Airfield,  and  storage  and  bivouac  areas  in 
west  KAOE  BAY  were  attacked  by  32  A-20's  and  15  P-38's;  at  the  same  time  3  sea 
trucks  in  WASILE  BAY  were  destroyed. 

On  the  24th  BOEIA  ( CERAM)  fuel  tanks,  waterfront,  and  jetty  were  bombed 
by  26  B-25's  and  12  F-38's.     16  P-38's  dive  bombed  the  KAIRATOE  Airfield  on  the 
24th,  while  5  B-24»g  hit  HAROEKOE.     On  the  following  day  5  P-40«s  conducted  a 
shipping  strike  off  SVV  coast  of  CERAM,  while  18  B-24's  cratered  the  old  NAMLEA 
(BOEROE)  airstrips.    On  the  26th  6  B-25's  bombed  LIANG,  9  P-40's  attacked  11 
small  craft  S  of  CERAM,  and  4  fighters  and  2  D-24's  hit  other  AEBON  targets. 

On  the  24th  and  2Gth  medium,  attack,  and  fighter  bombers  hit  enemy  instal- 
lations along  north  coast  of  NEW  GUINEA,  concentrating  against  VJEWAK  and  UTEROM. 
Small  strikes  were  continued  against  VOGELKOP  targets.    Neutralization  of  the 
BISMARCKS-SOLOMONS  Area  continued  on  the  23rd,  24th,  and  26th. 

Admiral  Nimitz ,  Rear  Admiral  Sherman,  and  other  staff  members  departed 
PEARL  for  SAN  FRANCISCO. 


28  September  (Oahu  date) 


Preceded  by  heavy  naval  and  air  bombardment,  and  artillery  preparation,  5th 
Mar  Regt  on  28  September  (i)  landed  on  NGESEBUS  I  SI  AND  in  a  shore-to-shore  move- 
ment.   Leading  waves  were  preceded  by  amphibious  tanks  and  were  supported  by 
General  Sherman  tanks.     The  attack  proceeded  against  light  opposition  and  by  1800 
all  of  the  islands  of  NGESEBUS  and  KONGARU  had  been  taken  except  a  small  portion 
of  EE  tip  of  KONGARU  where  remnants  of  the  enemy  were  being  mopped  up.  Other 
elements  of  5th  Mar  Regt  continued  operations  on  PELELIU  to  seize  the  northern 
portion  of  FELELIU;  by  1800  all  but  one  peak  and  a  small  adjacent  area  in  the 
northern  part  of  PELELIU  had  been  secured.     321st  Inf  Regt  continued  its  advance 
S  against  UMURBROGOL  MT  where  the  enemy  continues  to  resist.     81st  InfDiv  on 
ANGAUR  continued  reduction  of  enemy  pocket  on  NW  tip  of  island  where  enemy 
continues  to  fight  with  automatic  weapons  from  caves  and  pillboxes.    Heavy  rain 
squalls  with  westerly  winds  stopped  unloading  on  western  beaches,  and  unloading 
on  eastern  beaches  has  been  retarded.    PELELIU  bomber  strip  is  35  percent  complete, 
east  taxiway  30  percent  complete,  2nd  south  taxiway  75  percent  complete,  and  first 
south  taxiway  is  complete;  space  is  available  for  96  fighters. 

Our  casualties  as  of  1800  28  September  ( I) : 


Unit 

KIA 

VTIA 

MIA 

Total 

1st  HarDiv 

633 

3935 

369 

4937 

Slst  InfDiv 

143 

1061 

10 

1214 

Total 

776 

4996 

379 

6151 

8450  of  the  enemy  have  been  killed  on  FELELIU,  1030  on  ANGAUR,  for  a  total  of 
9480;  126  prisoners  have  been  taken  on  PELELIU,  5  on  ANGAUR,  for  a  total  of  131, 
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28  September  (Oahu  date  -  cont'd) 

On  29  September  (I)  5th  Mar  Regt  completed  capture  of  KONGARU  ISLAJTD  and 
occupied  the  small  unnamed  island  to  the  east  of  KONGARU  ISLAND.     On  PELELIU  some 
of  the  enemy  are  still  hiding  out  in  caves  in  the  northern  portion  where  cleaning 
up  operations  by  5th  Mar  Regt  are  underway.     Enemy  positions  on  UMURBROOOL  MT 
continue  to  resist  stubbornly  and  but  little  progress  was  made  during  the  day. 
During  the  night  28-29  September  (i)  infiltrating  enemy  carrying  grenades  caused 
some  casualties  to  7th  Kar  Regt  (7th  Mar  Regt  was  operating  against  S  slopes  of 
UMURBROGOL.  MT).     Operations  to  clean  up  caves  and  pillboxes  in  NW  lake  region 
ANGAUR  are  progressing  slowly.    Bad  weather  continues  and  unloading  is  difficult. 
10  mines  were  swept  during  the  past  two  days  off  S  and  SE  coast  of  ANGAUR.  16 
F4U's  cratered  the  BABELTHUAP  airstrip  with  11  hits.    PELELIU  bomber  strip  is  40 
percent  complete. 

Our  casualties  as  of  1800  29  September  (i): 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

Total 

1st  Mar  Div 

656 

4035 

364 

5055 

81st  Inf  Div 

1S5 

1176 

10 

1351 

Total 

821 

5211 

374 

6406 

8717  of  the  enemy  have  been  killed  on  PELELIU,  1055  on  ANGAUR,  for  a  total  of 
9772;  158  prisoners  have  been  taken  on  PELELIU,  b  on  ANGAUR,  for  a  total  of  163. 

Operations  of  TF  59  (E.  Long,  dates);     On  27  September  2  B-24's  dropped  5 
tons  on  WAKE.    On  the  26th  PAGAN  was  struck  by  22  P-47's,  while  18  B-24's  hit 
naval  installations  on  CHICHI  JIMA. 

SKATE  (SS  305)  operating  off  E  coast  of  OKINAWA  reports  at  291429  GOT  ob- 
tained 1  hit  in  a  5-ship,  7-escort  convoy  on  course  010. 

FLASHER  (SS  249)  reports  that  she  was  unable  to  close  2  BB' s  at  270530  (H) 
position  15-50N,  117-00E  (100  miles  VI  of  LUZON)  course  195,  speed  unknown. 

On  27  September  (I)  MANADO  and  MAPANGET,  CELEBES ,  were  attacked  by  23  B-24's, 
starting  fires  in  building  areas;  there  was  no  interception.     On  the  same  day  18 
B-24's  bombed  HAROEKOE  (CERAM),  cratoring  the  runway  and  destroying  2  grounded 
planes.    9  B-25's  bombed  the  OLD  NAMLEA  (BOEROE)  airdrome,  while  17  B-25's  fired 
oil  tanks  at  BOELA  ( CERAM).    Enemy  installations  on  AMBON  and  small  shipping  in 
the  AMBON  area  were  attacked  by  2  B-24's,  6  B-25's,  and  18  P-38's.    Single  search 
planes  continued  to  attack  shipping  in  the  PHILIPPPTES  area,  near  BORNEO,  and  in 
the  CELEBES  area.  \  * 


29  September  (Oahu  date) 

CTF  36  (Major  General  Julian  Smith)  reports  at  300132  GCT  that  all  objectives 
assigned  his  force  have  been  occupied  except  that  isolated  enemy  groups  continue 
stubborn  and  fanatical  resistance  from  caves  on  TJMURBROGOL  MT  on  PELELIU,  and  in 
a  small  area  near  the  lake  region  in  NW  ANGAUR;  assault  forces  are  clearing  these 

caves;  base  development  lias  been  initiated  and  can  proceed  without  local  enemy 
interference. 
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29  September  (Oahu  date  -  cont'd) 

GTF  57  260740  sunmarizes  operations  21-25  September,  inclusive. 

Operations  of  TF  59  (E.  Long,  dates):     On  20  September  TRUK  was  hit  by  14 
B-24»s  which  concentrated  33  tons  against  the  airfield  and  installations  on  PARAM. 
SBD's  hit  TAROA  gun  positions  on  the  28th,  and  a  single  reconnaissance  plane 
heckled  NAURU  on  the  preceding  night.     On  the  29th  strikes  were  made  against 
V/OTJE  and  MARCUS,  and  neutralization  of  PAGAN  continued. 

On  1  October  (I)  Rear  Admiral  Alva  D.  Bernard  assumed  command  of  MARSHALLS- 
GIL BERTS  Area  and  command  of  TF  96. 

GHQ  SWA  (MacARTHUP.)  280238  (pink)  outlines  plans  for  LEYTE  operation. 

MARSHALL  231252  (pink)  discusses  provisions  for  bases  for  eventual  British 
Fleet  operations  in  the  PACIFIC. 

War  Department  290357  (pink)  discusses  operations  of  20th  Air  Porce;  confir- 
mation paraphrase  of  36341  passed  by  HARMON  to  Admiral  IticM  ORRIS  for  NIMITZ  in 
original  form  by  hand. 

ARNOLD  292317  (pink)  announces  that  operations  of  20th  Bomber  Command  in 
support  of  PACIFIC  operations  will  be  directed  by  Hq  20th  AF,  in  same  manner  as 
strategic  operations  are  directed. 

On  28  September  (i)  minor  strikes  against  shipping  were  made  at  ILLANA  BAY 
(PHILIPPINES),  SW  HALMAHERA,  and  CERAJi;  a  1000-ton  AK  and  1  barge  were  sunk:  a 
1000-ton  AK  and  an  80-foot  vessel  were  damaged*  4  small  craft  were  sunk.     12  B-25' 
and  1  PBY  caused  a  large  explosion  and  silenced  a  gun  position  at  MAOEMERI  ( FLORES 
ISLANDS),  while  2  fighter  bombers  strafed  enemy  troops  at  CAPE  LILI  (HE  HALMAHERA) 
Minor  strikes  were  made  against  LANGGOER  (KAI  ISLANDS)  and  against  SAUMLAKK I 
( TAN  1M BAR  ISLAND) .     On  the  26th  ana  27th  32  sorties  were  flown  against  VOGELKOP 
airdromes  and  against  the  MANOKYJARI  area.     On  the  28th  8  fighter  bombers  hit  CAPE 
MOEM  in  the  area.     On  26th  and  27th  neutralization  of  the  3ISMARCKS-S0LOM0NS 

area  continued  with  strikes  against  KAVIENG,  RABAUL,  and  BOUGAINVILLE. 

30  September  (Oahu  date) 


CTF  32  (R.Adm.  Fort)  report  of  1800  30  Sopt  states  that  PELELIU,  ANGAUR, 
NGESE3US  and  KONGARU  have  been  captured  and  occupied.     1st  Marines  commenced 
loading  for  e vac ufi, t; i on  of*  PELELIU* 

Our  casualties  as  of  1800  30  September: 


Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

TOTAL 

1st  MarDiv 

669 

4019 

356 

5044 

81st  InfDiv 

181 

1282 

10 

1473 

Total 

8"3o" 

5301 

3"66 

6517 

Enemy  killed 

9076 

( PELELIU ) , 

1070  ( ANGAUR ) 

POW's: 

180  (PELELIU), 

5  (ANGAUR) 

185 


-  Continued  - 
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TREPANG  (SS  412)  reports  at  301815  XT  attacking  a  3-ship,  3-escort  convoy 
in  position  30-3211,  138-1 7E  (NW  of  BONINS),  course  210,  speed  7.9.    Reports  sink- 
ing 1  large  AO. 

STAFFER  (SS  185)  reports  1  hit  in  AK  at  010013  GCT  Oct  in  convoy  position 
28-2211,  139-30E  (Y/  of  BONINS),  course  160. 

MacARTHUR  301127  (pink)  confirms  conference  S7/P  Area  and  3rd  Fleet,  29 
Sept,  re  coordination  of  air  operations  for  K-2  operation. 

GTIQ  SWPA  (liacARTHUR)  301315  (pink)  leaves  further  coordination  to  Cincpoa, 
DepGom  20th  AF,  and  ComGen  CBI,  as  suggested  in  ARNOLD  292317  (pink);  re  operations 
of  20th  Bomber  Command  in  support  of  Pacific  operations. 

On  the  30th  at  PELELIU  F4U's  attacked  Jap  caves  on  TMTRBROGOL  KT  with  500 
and  1,000-lb  bombs.    On  the  night  of  1st  -  2nd  an  ASP  plane  reported  attacking 
a  positive  submarine  60  miles  HW  of  PELELIU  with  no  results  from  special  armament. 

Friendly  forces  through  Com7thFleet  report  destruction  from  the  VISAYAN 
attack  by  planes  of  TF  38  on  the  13th  and  14th  of  September;  on  N EGROS  ISLAND 
137-147  planes  were  destroyed  on  the  ground;  extensive  oil  and  gas  dumps  were  also 
destroyed.     On  PANAY  ISLAND  23  planes  and  2,000  drums  of  gas  were  destroyed.  On 
LEYTE  ISLAND  4  planes  were  shot  down  and  35  hit  on  the  ground*  9  merchant  vessels 
were  sunk,  burned,  or  beached,  and  1,000  drums  of  gas  destroyed. 

On  the  29th  a  PBY  destroyed  a  schooner  off  the  N  coast  of  MINDANAO. 

On  the  29th  1  PBY  off  nj]  BORNEO  reports  destruction  of  a  4,000-ton  freighter- 
transport,  3  small  AK's,  and  6  heavily  laden  cargo  barges.     On  the  28th  a  B-24 
attacked  a  DD  off  the  SE  CELEBES  and  on  the  29th  a  PBY  attacked  a  large  AP  off 
NIT  CELEBES. 


In  NEV7  GUINEA,  air  strikes  continued  against  enemy  fields  at  70GEEKOP  and 

WEWAK. 


In  the  Central  Pacific  Area  on  the  29th  a  B-24  snooper  dropped  1  ton  on  the 
airfield  at  JXtO  J  IMA.     9  tons  of  bombs  were  dropped  on  the  island  of  PAGAN  on  the 
30th.     On  the  same  day  VF  dropped  15  tons  on  JALUIT  and  V.'OTJE,  and  VB  dropped  25 
tons  on  i:iLLE  and  LALOELAP. 

In  the  North  Pacific  2  B-24's  from  11th  AF  bombed  SHB1USHU  with  unobserved 
results.  . 

1  October  (Oahu  date) 

CTF  32  (Rear  Admiral  Fort)  report  of  1800  1  October  states  that  it  is  a 
slow  and  difficult  process  reducing  caves  on  both  islands,  with  slight  progress 
being  made. 


Our  casualties  to  date: 
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1  October  ( Oahu  date  -  cont'd) 


Unit 


EIA 


WIA 


r.iA 


Total 


1st  i.iarDiv 
81st  InfDiv 


692 
210 


4151 
1357 


358 
13 


5201 
1580 


Total 


902 


5508 


371 


6781 


9076  of  the  enemy  have  been  killed  on  PELELIU,  1075  on  ANGAUR,  for  a  total  of 
10,151;  180  prisoners  have  been  taken  on  PELELIU,  7  on  A'TGAUR,  for  a  total  of 
187. 

Weather  is  moderating  but  surf  still  hinders  unloading.  Estimated  date  of 
completion  of  the  runways  and  taxiways  on  AHGAUR  airfield  is  20  October.  Estab- 
lishment of  military  government  on  ANGAI7R  took  place  in  the  presence  of  Com3rdFlt. 

The  attack  and  occupation  phase  at  ULITHI  officially  terminated  at  0800  (I) 
3  October.  ComTaskFor  57  assumes  responsibility  under  Com3rdFlt  for  its  develop- 
ment in  conformity  with  Gincpoa  directives. 

ASPRO  (SS  309)  reports  at  300430  GOT  September  obtained  2  hits  in  a  large 
T.IARU  of  a  v-ship  southbound  convoy  off  the  W  coast  of  L'lZON. 

BAILEY  (DD  492)  reports  being  severely  strafed  in  3  successive  attacks  at 
2045  (I)  1  October  at  PALAUj  3  officers  and  6  men  were  killed. 

Com3rdFlt  021612  (piiik)  indicates  practicability  of  striking  entire  FORMOSA 
area  with  carrier  planes  during  attacks  of  12  and  13  October  and  desires  14th 
and  20th  Air  Forces  concentrate  on  CTiIITA  coast. 


DepCom  20th  AF  012138  outlines  dates  for  completion  of  VLR  strips  on  TIN IAN. 


Cincpoa  0200 35/dut lines  scheduled  fast  carrier  strikes  in  October  and 
requests  coordination  by  strikes  with  the  14th  and  20th  Air  Forces  on  appropriate 
targets  other  than  those  under  attack  by  the  fast  carrier  forces. 

SULTAN  011017Z  (pink)  refers  to  land-based  s\ipport  of  HacArthur ' s  operations 
by  the  14th  AF. 

A  B-24  strike  of  9  planes  was  directed  against  IW0  JBIA  on  the  1st;  7-£  tons 
were  dropped  on  the  airfield;  8  enemy  fighters  intercepted.     One  B-24  was  destroyed 
prior  to  reaching  the  target,  and  4  officers  plus  6  air  crewmen  are  missing.  Each 
of  the  remaining  eight  planes  was  slightly  damaged;  olio  of*f  icer  killed,  find  one 
wounded.    A  P34Y  bombed  and  strafed  a  small  AK  330  miles  W  of  CHICHI  J MA  on  the 
2nd;  results  negative.     In  the  ZAMBOANGA  area  (W  of  »'I?WA0)  a  P3Y  on  the  30th 
probably  sank  a  10,000 -ton  oiler. 

Rear  Admiral  C.  II.  La\'orris  appointed  to  temporary  rank  of  Vice  Admiral, 
USN,  to  rank  from  23  September  1944.  \y 
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CTF  32  (R.  Adm.  Fort)  report  of  1800  2  October  states  that  there  was  a  two- 
hour  red  alert  commencing  at  1956  ( I) ,  caused  by  a  single  enemy  float  plane.  2 
bombs  were  dropped  causing  no  damage.    The  enemy  attempted  to  infiltrate  during 
the  night  but  was  repulsed  with  considerable  casualties.     The  enemy  is  continuing 
the  refusal  to  surrender  on  both  islands.    Unloading  ceased  due  to  sudden  severe 
squalls  and  winds  from  the  SVT.     3  LST's  and  1  LCT  were  caught  while  beached  and 
are  reported  to  be  in  serious  difficulty. 

The  PELELIU  bomber  strip  is  reported  to  be  63  percent  complete. 


Our  casualties  to  date: 


Unit  KIA  VITA  !!IA  Total 

1st  I'arDiv  716  4345  270  5331 

81st  InfLiv  228  1378  13  1619 

Total  944  5723  283  6950 


9363  of  the  enemy  have  been  killed  on  PELELIU,  1075  on  ANGATJR ,  for  a  total  of 
10,438;  193  prisoners  have  been  taken  on  PELELIU,  7  on  ATIGAUR,  for  a  total  of  200. 

HAt-lMERHEAD  (SS  364)  reports  contacting  5  MARTI' s  plus  escorts  off  UW  BORNEO 
coast,  resulting  in  the  sinking  of  4  ships. 

YLIS  385  struck  a  mine  while  engaged  in  ir.inesweeping  operations  at  ULITHI. 
Casualties  are  reported  as  medium. 

One  submarine  was  attacked  75  miles  ENE  of  PELELIU  by  the  CAPERTON  (DD  G50) 
with  unknown  results. 


Com3rdFleet  dispatch  states  that  the  typhoon  in  the  ULITHI  area  has  neces- 
sitated fleet  units  putting  to  sea. 

46  B-24's  attacked  3ALIKPAPAH  (BORNEO )  shipping,  runway,  and  paraffin  refin- 
eries; 25-30  iTep  anese  planes  intercepted,  3  enemy  fighters  beinc;  shot  down.  3 
B-24's  were  likewise  destroyed. 

5  October  (Oahu  date) 

OTP  32  (R.  Adm.  Port)  summary  as  of  1800  (i)  3  October  indicates  that  there 
was  little  change  in  the  situation  on  PELELIU.    The  casualties  as  of  this  date 
are: 


Unit  KIA  V/IA  MIA  Total 

1st  MarDiv  724  4413  269  5406 

81st  InfDiv  239_  1408  13  1660 

Total  963  5821  282  7066 


Enemy  killed  to  date:  PELELIU  9542,  ATIGAUR  1101,  total  10,643.  POYf's:  PELELIU 
213,  ANGAUR  7,  total  220.     Interned  civilians:     6  on  ATTGAUR. 
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Heavy  weather  continued  and  prevented  unloading.    Estimated  completion  date 
of  the  PELELIU  bomber  strip  is  6  October. 

SHELTOTT  (DE  407)  was  torpedoed  by  a  submarine  at  about  0830  (I)  5  October 
in  the  vicinity  of  M OR OTA I.     Gasualtier  are  reported  unknown  but  the  survivors  are 
aboard  the  ROWELL  (DE  403). 

Cincpoa  040305  (pink)  requests  20th  Air  Force  attack  on  OKAYAMA  (FORMOSA) 
either  prior  to  or  after  the  fast  carrier  attacks  on  that  target. 

Cincpoa  040309  (pink)  requests  14th  Air  Force  to  make  no  attacks  on  FORMOSA 
while  fast  carriers  are  attacking  target. 

ARNOLD  VZARX  40740  (032220Z)   (pink)  outlines  schedule  of  20th  Bonber  Command 
strikes  in  support  of  forthcoming  fast  carrier  attacks. 

Photographic  coverage  by  B-29 '  s  of  OKINAWA  JB.IA  on  the  1st  showed  a  total 
of  101  enemy  planes. 

Supplementary  reports  of  the  raid  on  BALIKPAPAN  (BORNEO)  outlined  in  2 
October  summary  indicate  70  B-24's  took  part  in  this  strike,  instead  of  46. 

Admiral  Nimitz,  together  with  staff  members,  returned  from  a  conference 
on  the  West  Coast. 


4  October  (Oahu  date) 


CTF  32  (P..  Adm.  Fort)  summary  as  of  1800  (I)  4  October  reports  continuance 
of  mopping-up  operations  on  PELELITT.    Wind  and  sea  conditions  continue  to  prevent 
unloading.    An  LET  (579)  struck  a  floating  mine  off  the  NE  coast  of  ANGAUR  and 
s  ank . 


Qur  casualties 

to  date: 

Unit 

K IA 

WIA 

MA 

Total 

1st  MarDiv 

749 

4563 

267 

5579 

81st  InfDiv 

247 

1421 

13 

2682 

Total 

99G 

5984 

280 

7260 

Enemy  killed:  FEI.ELIU  9878,  ANGAUR  1109,  total  10,907.  P0T7!s:  PELELIU  213 
ANGAUR  7,  total  220. 


PGKFRET  (SS  391)  reports  siiiking  1  medium  Ml  and  2  hits  in  a  large  AK 
southbound  convoy  S  of  FORMOSA  on  the  night  of  2  October. 


in  a 


Supplemental  report  received  on  tho  torpedoing  of  the  S1IELT0N  (DE  407)  off 
MOROTAI  states  that  she  sank  with  a  loss  of  11  dead  or  rcissing. 

Cincpoa  050543  (pink)  refers  to  advisability  of  inflicting  lasting  damage 
on  facilities  at  FORMOSA  in  view  of  the  change  in  objectives  for  future  operations . 
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Cincroa  050644  (pink)  advises  that  CAUSEWAY  operation  is  deferred  and  gives 
target  dates  for  IWO  J  IMA  and  CKINAT2&  oi>erations. 


5  October  (Oahu  date) 


X  (ML 


CTF  32  (R.  Adm.  Fort)  summry  as  of  1800  5  October  (I)  states  that  reduction 
of  enemy  pockets  on  PELELIU  continues  with  slow  progress  being  made.  Unloading 
resumed  on  both  PELELIU  and  A1IGAUR  although  the  surf  still  interferes.  Rations 
were  carried  to  PELELIU  by  both  plane  and  LOT  and  the  shortage  is  reported  to  be 
no  longer  critical.     VF  dropped  8  tons  of  bombs  on  the  BABELTHUAP  airfield  and 
reported  no  evidence  of  repair  to  the  airstrip  on  which  are  18  craters. 

A  report  on  storm  damage  at  ULITHI  indicates  that  65  LCVP  were  lost  and  14 
LCM  were  on  the  beach,  probably  not  salvagable.  An  LCT  (1052)  was  sunk  and  2  addi- 
tional LCT's  are  on  the  beach  but  may  be  salvaged. 

Our  casualties  to  date: 


Unit 

KIA 

VfIA 

MIA 

Total 

1st  MarDiv 

771 

4650 

267 

5688 

81st  TnfDiv 

251 

1465 

13 

1729 

Total 

1022 

6115 

280 

7417 

of  the  enemy  have 

been  killed 

on  PELELIU, 

1112  or 

ANGAUR,  for 

11,043;  214  prisoners  have  been  taken  on  PELELIU,  7  on  AJIGAUR,  for  a  total  of 
221.     Interned  civilians,  ATIGAUR  6. 

Cincpoa  052014  directs  ComAirPac  to  keep  CarDiv  11  (SARATOGA,  RANGER)  poten- 
tially available  for  combat  duty. 

ComFwdArea  052243  outlines  his  recommendations  for  infantry  defenses  in  the 
MARIA1IAS. 

Cincpoa  060202  (pink)  states  that  his  submarine  dispositions  are  such  as  to 
cover  movements  of  enemy  carriers  believed  to  be  in  the  EMPIRE  and  requests  infor- 
mation from  CinCSWPA  as  to  location  of  his  submarines  for  interception  of  fleet 
movements  from  LIIJCGA  and  BRUNEI  BAY. 

Cominch  031655  outlines  proposed  modification  of  defense  in  ALASKA. 

ComAlSeaFron  052357  indicates  concurrence  in  proposed  modification  of 
defense  in  ALASKA. 

Heavy  air  strikes  were  again  carried  out  in  the  AMB0N-CERAM  area  and  another 
strike  was  directed  on  3AJ..IKPAPAN.     In  this  latter  mission  40  B-24's  attacked  the 
refineries  and  were  attacked  by  40  intercepting  fighters.     19  enemy  fighters  were 
shot  down;  7  B-24's  were  lost.  j/A  j 


2092 


DECLASSIFIED 


Authority;  ED  12958,  as  amended 
HQ  USEUCOM 


6  October  (Oahu  date) 

CTF  32  (R.  Adm.  Fort)  summary  as  of  1800  October  7  (l)  reports  continued 
attacks  on  UMUR3R0G0L  MT.  from  both  the  north  and  south.    Attack  was  supported 
by  artillery  and  tanks;  some  progress  being  made.    PELELIU  bomber  strip  is  com- 
pleted and  useable  (6,000  feet). 

Our  casualties  to  date  (1800  Oct.  7): 


Unit  KIA  7/IA  MIA  TOTAL 

1st  MarDiv  779  4685  265  5729 

81st  InfDiv  262  1518  13  1793 

Total  1041  6203  278  7522" 


POW's  to  date:  PELELIU  214,  ANGAUR      10,  total  224.     Interned  civilians: 
ANGAUR  6.    Enemy  killed  to  date:  PELELIU  10,083,  ANGAUR  1,128,  total  11,211. 

ASPRO  (SS  309)  reports  sinking  3  AK's  and  possibly  1  large  tanker  in 
the  past  four  days  off  the  west  coast  of  LUZON. 

WHALE  (SS  239)  on  the  6th  put  5  torpedoes  in  a  large  tanker  south  of 
FORMOSA  (confirmation  of  this  sinking  follows). 

SEAHORSE  (SS  304)  on  the  6th  sank  a  DD  engaged  in  picking  up  survivors 
from  the  WHALE'S  victim  in  the  area  south  of  FORMOSA. 

CinCPOA  070433  outlines  the  decision  to  entrust  air  defense  of  groups 
of  islands  to  a  single  Air  Defense  Command. 

CinCPOA  071125  (pink)  covers  the  Warning  Order  on  the  strike  against 
the  Japanese  homeland. 

CinCPOA  070650  outlines  the  establishment  of  the  Naval  Operating  Base, 
GUAM  as  a  subordinate  command  of  the  Island  Conmander,  GUAM. 

CinCPOA  070236  (pink)  requests  recommendations  from  ComNorPac  as  to 
objectives  to  be  seized  in  the  operations  against  the  KURILES. 


7  October  (Oahu  date) 

CTF  32  (R.  Adn.  Fort)  summary  of  1800  8  October  (I)  indicates  that  the  1st 
MarDiv  is  continuing  a  coordinated  attack  on  UMURBROGCL  Ml  supported  by  VF  (Corsairs) 
carrying  1000-lb  bombs.     The  81st  Div  continues  mopping  up  ANGAUR.     The  flow  of 
supplies  coming  ashore  has  improved.     Our  casualties  to  date: 


Unit 

KIA 

via 

11 IA 

Total 

1st  JiarDiv 

830 

4775 

249 

5854 

81st  InfDiv 

263 

1530 

13 

1856 

Total 

1093 

6355 

262 

7710 

Enemy  killed:  PELELIU  10,033,  ANGAUR  1150,  total  11,233;  prisoners:  PELELIU  214, 
ANGAUR  11,  total  225.     Interned  civilians,  ANGAUR  93. 
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7  October  (Oahu  date  -  continued) 

CABRILLA  (SS  288)  reports  sinking  in  the  past  week  off  the  ff  coast  of  LUZON 
1  medium  cargo  transport,   1  medium  freighter,  and  hits  in  2  tankers. 

SAWFISH  (.'IS  276)  reports  sinking  1  large  unescorted  AO  at  1630  OCT  8  Oct  off 
the  TV  coast  of  LUZON. 

Cincpoa  080645  (pink)  directs  the  assignment  of  officers  for  planning  the 
ICEBERG  operation  (OKINAWA). 

Cincpoa  080719  (pink)  requests  information  from  CinCSoWesPac  as  to  the 
logistic  facilities  CinCSo;  esFac  plans  to  establish  in  WHITEWASH  (LUZON)  and  sug- 
gests a  conference  at  SWF  headquarters  between  staff  members  on  this  subject. 

Cincpoa  080519  requests  nomination  for  Amy  Air  Corps  general  as  Island 
Commander,  TIN IAN,  and  deals  with  disposition  of  certain  units  (Army  and  Marine) 
in  the  MARIANAS. 

Cincpoa  080635  concurs  in  category  of  defense  for  KODIAK-SITKA-'tN  ALASKA 
sector  as  proposed  by  War  Department. 

Com7tliFit  estimates  that  there  are  223  combat  planes  plus  more  than  600 
single  and  twin-engine  trainers  on  FORMOSA. 

Cincpoa  080642  (pink)  directs  the  assignment  of  officers  for  planning  the 
DETACHMENT  operation  ( IW0  JIMA) . 


8  October  (Oahu  date) 

CTF  32  (R.Adm.  Fort)  summary  as  of  1800  9  October  (i)  reports  that  one 
company  from  321st  Infantry  landed  on  GARAKAYO  ISLAND  (about  2  miles  north  of 
NGESE3US),  patrolled  perimeter,  and  proceeded  inland  meeting  little  opposition. 
Operations  continued  against  enemy  pockets  on  PTv.ELIU  and  a  number  of  caves 
were  sealed.    The  81st  Division  continued  to  mop  up  on  ANGAUR.     The  food  shortage 
is  no  longer  critical  on  PELELIU  and  ANGAUR,  rations  bein^  dropped  by  plane  and 
being  brought  ashore  by  surface  craft. 

MARCUS  ISLAND  was  bombarded  on  9  October  (i)  by  CTG  30.2  (R.Adm.  Smith) 
(CHESTER,  PENS AC OLA,  SALT  LAKE  CITY,  plus  supporting  DD's).    Hits  were  reported 
on  the  radio  station,  operations  and  administration  buildings.     Bombardment  was 
completed  one  hour  after  dark.    As  of  090953  GCT,  no  damage  to  our  own  personnel 
or  ships  was  suffered. 

Two  merchant  vessels,  the  SS  ANTIGUA  and  the  SS  E.A.  OTRISTSNSON,  collided 
at  0015  9  October  (w)  about  80  miles  east  of  PEARL  (final  report  has  not  been 
received) . 

Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  032255Z  (pink)  sets  forth  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff 
directive  for  CinCSWPA  and  CinCPOA  to  conduct  operations  against  LUZON,  NANSEI 
SHOTO,  and  NANPO  SHOTO. 

ComllorPac  072155  (pink)  recommends  the  seizure  of  ETOROFU  (NFJ  of  HOKKAIDO) 
and  KATSUWA  (Central  KURILES ) .  j^j 
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9  Ootober  (Oahu  date) 

Aircraft  from  TF  38  made  4  strikes  and  a  fighter  sweep  on  OKINAWA  on  10  October 
{1}*  A  preliminary  report  of  the  results  of  this  operation  are  outlined  in  Cora3rdPlt 
100930.    A  more  complete  report  will  follow. 

Operations  summary  from  CTF  32  (R.  Adm.  Fort)  as  of  1800  (I)  10  October  indicates 
that  GARAKAYO  (N  of  NGESEBUS )  was  completely  oleared  of  the  enemy  and  is  now  being 
organized  as  an  outpost. 


Our  casualties  to 

date  i 

Unit 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

Total 

1st  MarDiv 
81st  InfDiv 

850 
221 

4684 
1609 

227 
13 

5961 
1843 

Total 

1071 

6493 

240 

7804 

Enemy  killed*  PELELIU  10,256,  ANGAUR  1165,  total  11,421.  POW's:  PELELIU  234,  ANGATJR 
11,  total  245.     Interned  civilians  -  ANGAUR  184. 

A  further  report  on  the  SS  ANTIGUA  indicates  that  Bhe  was  unable  to  make  port 
and  was  beached  at  KEAHI  POINT,  NW  of  channel  entrance  (PEARL) . 

Cinopoa  092200  (pink)  covers  the  warning  order  directing  initiation  of  prepara- 
tions for  the  IWO  J IMA  operation  (20  Jan). 

Cinopoa  092300  (pink)  covers  preliminary  warning  order  to  initiate  preparations 
for  the  OKINAWA  operation  (1  March), 

Arnold  101523Z  (pink)  states  that  20th  Bomber  Command  strike  against  FORMOSA 
on  11  Ootober  has  been  postponed  because  of  weather  and  that  they  plan  to  attack  on 
14  and  16  October  against  same  targets. 

Cinopoa  100330  (pink)  requests  further  information  from  ComNorPao  as  to  prospec- 
tive objectives  ETOROFU  and  HATSUWA* 


10  October  (Oahu  date) 


Report  of  CTF  32  (R.  Adm.  Fort)  states  that  landing  was  made  without  opposition 
on  BAIRAKASERU  ISLAND  (2  milee  N  of  NGESEBUS ) . 

Unloading  at  PELELIU  continues  to  improve;  however,  loading  conditions  at  ANGAUR 
have  been  somewhat  retarded  due  to  beach  conditions.    Report  indicates  that  there  are 
hards tands  at  the  PELELIU  airfield  with  finished  surface  for  59  fighters  and  a  tempor- 
ary surface  for  an  additional  50  fighters. 

HADDO  (SS  255)  summarizes  7th  war  patrol.    Left  FREMANTLE  8  Aug  and  returned  to 
FREMANTLE  3  Oct  from  57-day  patrol.    This  report  indicates  that  the  HADDO  sank  6  ships 
for  a  total  of  17,100  tons. 
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CTF  58  strikes  were  carried  out  against  FORMOSA  on  the  12th  and  13th  (I)  but 
no  details  as  yet  have  been  received. 

TREFANG  (SS  412)  operating  in  waters  S  of  HONSHU  sighted  2  BB's  and  2  DD's  at 
1230  GCT  12  October.    2  hits  were  made,  1  in  a  BB  and  1  in  a  DD;  the  BB  was  slowed 
down  from  23  to  16  knots  and  the  DD  sank.    TREPANG  stated  that  she  was  out  of  tor- 
pedoes but  was  tracking  the  force. 

DARTER  (SS  227)  sighted  a  10- ship  convoy  on  the  12th  (i)  in  BALABAC  STRAIT  (H 
of  BORNEO )  and  made  3  hits  in  2  tankers. 

ComGenAAFPOA  111957  (pink)  outlines  the  disposition  of  the  VLR  wings  (313  and 
314)  to  be  set  up  on  TINIAN  and  GUAM. 

TF  36  will  be  disbanded  effective  14  October. 

MacArthur  041340  directs  ComGen  6th  Army  and  Commander  Allied  Naval  Forces  to 
clear  the  N  tip  of  SURIGAO  PENINSULA  and  DINAGAT  ISLAND  in  order  to  open  SURIGAO 
STRAITS  to  shipping. 

A  heavy  B-24  strike  was  carried  out  on  BALIKPAPAN  the  morning  of  10  October  (i) 
on  the  oil  refineries  in  that  area;  huge  fires  were  reported.    4  B-24 ' s  were  destroyed 
by  35  to  45  enemy  fighters.  , 


12  October  (Oahu  date) 

Com3rdFlt  130955  outlines  the  results  of  the  strikes  on  FORMOSA  on  12  and  13 
October  (I).  396  aircraft  were  destroyed  both  on  the  ground  and  in  the  air.  Con- 
siderable shipping  was  sunk  including  14  AK's  and  numerous  small  craft*  Our  plane 
losses  numbered  45,  The  entire  FORMOSA- PESCADORES  Area  was  thoroughly  bombed  with 
concentration  on  airfield  installations*  utilities ,  shipping  facilities  and  oil  dumps* 

Preliminary  report  from  Com3rdFlt  on  the  fighter  sweep  at  APARRI  on  11  October 
(I)  states  that  there  was  no  airborne  opposition*  but  10  to  15  aircraft  were  destroyed 
on  the  ground;  fires  were  started  in  buildings  and  installations. 

Com3rdFlt  130048  outlines  the  results  of  the  OKINAWA  strike  on  10  October  (I), 
93  planes  were  destroyed  in  the  air  and  on  the  ground.    Extensive  damage  was  caused 
to  shipping.    Five  pilots  and  4  crewmen  were  lost  in  this  operation. 

A  further  report  from  ComSrdFlt  states  that  beginning  at  dusk  12  October  (I) 
snoopers  were  around  the  force  from  1930  until  0200  the  13th  (I).    Attacks  were  made 
on  the  force  by  groups  of  from  2  to  6  planes  using  flares.    Night  fighters  shot  down 
3  of  these  snoopers  and  AA  guns  of  TG  38.2  destroyed  8.    A  report  was  received  from 
Com3rdFlt  (131137)  stating  that  the  CANBERRA  (CA  70)  had  been  torpedoed  and  was  being 
taken  in  tow. 

Three  groups  are  attacking  FORMOSA  on  14  October  (I).    Another  group  will  con- 
duct a  fighter  sweep  directed  against  the  APARRI  Area. 

The  attack  and  occupation  phase  at  PALAU  and  ANGAUR  terminated  at  1200  14  Oct. 
(I).    The  command  passes  to  CTF  57  (V.Adm.  Hoover)  at  this  time. 


-  Continued  - 
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12  October  (Oahu  date  -  Cont'd) 


Com3rdFlt  120127  (pink)  covers  request  for  additional  fighters  to  be  assigned 
for  -fee  HOTFOOT  Operation. 

CinCPac  130348  (pink)  answers  CoraSrdFlt's  request  for  increased  fighter  strength. 

ComSrdFlt  130338  (pink)  outlines  the  Warning  Order  for  the  HOTFOOT  Operation. 

CinCSWPA  120632  (pink)  outlines  plans  for  the  MIKE-ONE  (CENTRAL  PLAIN-MANILA  Arei 
of  LUZON),  HIKE-TWO  ( DINGALEN  BAY  Area  of  LUZON) #  and  LOVE- THREE  (SOUTHERN  MINDANAO ) 
Operations* 

CinCPOA  130813  c overs  the  proposed  relationship  between  NatsPac  and  PAA. 

Com3rdFlt  indicates  that  he  proposes  to  direct  Admiral  McCain  to  relieve 
Admiral  Mitscher  at  ULITHI  about  1  November. 


13  October  (Oahu  date) 

Dispatch  received  from  CTG  38.1  (V.  Adm.  McCain)  states  that  the  HOUSTON  (CL 
81)  was  torpedoed  Lat  22-31,  Long  124-05  (about  180  miles  E  of  FORMOSA)  on  14  October 
(I).    Dispatch  stated  that  the  BOSTON  was  taking  her  in  tow  and  that  they  were  under 
continuous  attack.    The  forward  engine  room  was  reported  flooded  and  the  after  engine 
room  was  abandoned.    It  was  indicated  that  there  was  a  7  degree  starboard  list.  The 
PAWNEE  (ATF  74)  was  directed  to  relieve  the  BOSTON  of  tow  and  the  BOSTON  was  to  re- 
join TO  38.1. 

CANBERRA  (CA  70)  was  proceeding  toward  17N,  130E,  from  22-34N,  123-26E  (posi- 
tion 14  October  0700  (l))  at  a  speed  of  advance  of  4,5.    She  was  being  towed  by  the 
WICHITA  (CA  45)  and  escorted  by  TG  30.3  consisting  of  CruDiv  13  (BIRMINGHAM,  SANTA  FEt 
MOBILE)  plus  CABOT  (CVL  28)  and  6  DD's.    MUNSEE  (ATF  107)  is  to  intercept  the  task 
group  at  dawn  15  October  and  relieve  the  WI CHITA  of  tow.    TG  30,2  (CruDiv  5  and  6 
DD's)  has  been  ordered  to  position  18-55N,  127-40E  to  escort  the  damaged  CANBERRA. 

Com3rdFlt  has  directed  CTG  38.4  (R.  Adm.  DAVISON)  to  proceed  to  striking  position 
on  the  E  coast  of  LUZON  and  launch  strikes  on  central  LUZON  area  during  the  daylight 
hours  of  15  October. 

Report  received  from  the  20th  Bomber  raid  carried  out  against  FORMOSA  on  14 
October  (I)  indicates  that  the  target  was  pulverized  by  about  125  B-29's.    No  filters 
were  encountered  and  AA  was  weak  and  ineffective. 

AdComNorPac  132035  (pink)  states  that  TF  94  (R.  Adm.  McCrea)  (CONCORD,  RICHMOND, 
TRENTON)  will  bombard  MATSUWA  at  1240  GCT  17  October. 

At  0517  (V-W)  in  position  Lat  20-39  Long  158-45  the  HOWARD  F.  CLARK  (DE  533) 
was  in  a  collision  with  the  SARATOGA.    Considerable  damage  was  caused  to  the  HOTARD 
F.  CLARK  and  minor  damage  to  the  port  Bide  of  the  SARATOGA  above  the  waterline. 

Cinopoa  140445  (pink)  outlines  the  ships  to  be  assigned  to  ComSrdFlt  for  duty 
during  the  HOTFOOT  operation. 

R,  Adm,  Reeves  has  been  designated  Commander  Western  Carolines  Area,  CTG  57,14, 
as  of  noon  14  October,    Designation  of  CTG  10.15  has  been  terminated. 
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14  October  (Oahu  date;  HQUSEUCOM 

Incomplete  reports  from  Com3rdFlt  indicate  that  20  Japanese  aircraft  were 
destroyed  during  the  dusk  attacks  on  the  13th  (i).    There  was  a  dawn  fighter  sweep 
on  the  14th  (I)  directed  against  FORMOSA  and  LU20N  to  cover  the  withdrawal  of  the 
CANBERRA,    There  was  little  air  opposition  over  FORMOSA;  11  planes  were  shot  down 
and  30  destroyed  on  the  ground.    No  report  of  the  LUZON  sweep  has  been  received.  In 
an  attack  on  the  task  force  mid-afternoon  of  the  14th  (I)  30  enemy  planes  were  des- 
troyed by  TG  38.2.    No  reports  have  been  received  from  other  task  groups;  however, 
our  plane  losses  are  believed  to  have  been  light. 

The  HOUSTON,  which  was  torpedoed  at  dusk  on  the  14th  (I),  is  being  towed  by  the 
BOSTON.    It  is  reported  that  the  PAWNEE  (ATF  74)  will  relieve  the  BOSTON  on  16  Octo- 
ber (I).    The  CANBERRA  is  being  towed  by  the  MUNSEE  (ATF  107)  and  both  damaged  ships 
together  with  their  escorts  are  retiring  toward  ULITHI.    Reports  indicate  that  this 
force  was  under  attack  by  snoopers  for  6  hours  on  night  of  the  14th  (l). 

Cincpac  142219  (pink)  outlines  the  possibilities  and  composition  of  expected 
enemy  attack. 

Com3rdFlt  150149  (pink)  states  that  he  is  disposing  all  forces  for  a  fleet 
action  and  that  no  fast  carriers  will  be  available  for  the  KING  TWO  operation  until 
further  notice. 

Com3rdFlt  150252  (pink)  states  that  he  intends  to  attack  in  strength  and  that 
upon  completion  of  fueling  the  force  will  be  concentrated  at  a  reference  point  of 
22N  128E    iiiimiiwi  f  400  miles  B  of  the  southern  tip  of  FORMOSA) 

Com7thFlt  150542  states  that  the  Central  Philippines  Attack  Force  will  proceed 
with  the  scheduled  KING  TWO  operation  and  requests  assistance  from  the  fast  carriers 
as  soon  as  possible , consistent  with  developments. 

Dispatches  relative  to  disposition  of  submarines  and  aircraft  reconnaissance 
follow:    Cincpoa  150932  (pink)  outlines  disposition  of  submarines  to  be  made.  Cinc- 
pac 150301  (pink)  requests  CinCSWPA  to  make  maximum  air  reconnaissance  covering  the 
exits  at  SDRIGAO  and  SAN  BERNADINO  STRAITS  beginning  daylight  16  October  (I).  Cinc- 
pac 151230  requests  ComNavGroup  CSINA  to  arrange  for  daily  reconnaissance  of  the 
SOUTH  CHINA  SEA  (N  of  CAMRANH-LINGAYEN  line)  by  the  China-based  air  force  for  the 
purpose  of  detecting  possible  enemy  fleet  movements  toward  area  in  which  3rd  Fleet  is 
operating,    ComNavGroup  CHINA  151755  (pink)  states  that  the  14th  AF  will  undertake 
this  mission  with  4  Liberators  daily.    Cincpac  150136  directs  ComFairWingONE  to  ex- 
tend the  search  from  the  MARIANAS  to  the  maximum  range  in  order  to  cover  assumed 
enemy  approach  from  BUNCO  CHANNEL  (between  KYUSHU  and  SHIKOKU).    CTG  30.5  151343  out- 
lines search  to  be  covered  (1150  miles)  to  look  for  Jap  fleet;  Cincpoa  150651  (pink) 
requests  Deputy  Commander  20th  AF  to  provide  maximum  action  against  enemy  air  forces 
in  FORMOSA  until  the  situation  clarifies,    DepCom  20th  AF  150736  (pink)  recommends  to 
Com  20th  AF  that  a  minimum  of  one  strike  per  day  be  carried  out  on  FORMOSA,  even  at 
the  expense  of  the  striking  force,  rather  than  infrequent  strikes  of  heavier  forces, 

BESUGO  (SS  321)  reports  that  at  2300  GOT  14  October  3  heavy  cruisers  and  1  light 
cruiser  were  sighted  Lat  32-30N,  132-36E  (SE  of  BUNGO  CHANNEL)  course  140,  estimated 
speed  18  knots. 

A  report  from  ComNavGroup  CHINA  states  that  a  photo  mission  plane  reported  2 
battleships  plus  15  other  vessels  at  TAKAO  (0600  GCT  15  October). 
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On  16  October  (I)  there  were  various  sightings  of  enemy  surface  forces.  At 
1730  (I)  16  October  Com3rdFlt  issued  a  report  that  forces  consisting  of  1  CV,  2  BB's, 
1  OA,  2  CL's,  and  8  DD*s  was  located  at  26-27N,  130-28E  (about  140  miles  E  of  N  tip 
of  OKINAWA),  course  250,  speed  20  knots.    At  2050  (I)  16  October  SKATE  (SS  305)  re- 
ported 3  large  ships,  1  DD,  and  2  DE1  s,  course  010,  position  28-0 IN,  130-45E  (about 
90  miles  N  of  position  of  ComSrdFlt's  report).    At  2245  (I)  16  October  the  BESUGO 
(SS  321)  sent  out  a  contact  report  stating  that  2  heavy  cruisers  had  sortied  from 
BUN GO  SUIDO  and  that  she  had  damaged  one.    Report  stated  that  both  cruisers  were  re- 
turning to  port. 

A  report  received  from  CTG  38.4  indicates  that  there  was  little  action  on  the 
fighter  sweep  carried  out  the  morning  of  the  14th.    No  airborne  enemy  aircraft  were 
observed;  they  destroyed  5  planes  on  the  ground.    On  the  morning  of  the  15th  a  strike 
was  carried  out  against  the  MANILA  BAY  airfields.     It  was  estimated  that  50  fighters 
intercepted  this  strike.    An  estimated  30-40  airborne  enemy  planes  were  destroyed 
and  15-20  planes  were  destroyed  on  the  ground;  our  losses  were  2  VF.    The  dispatch 
indicates  that  persistent  attacks  were  made  on  TO  38.4  during  the  day  of  the  15th 
and  prevented  launching  more  than  one  strike.     30  Jap  planes  were  reported  shot  down 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  task  group. 

At  1422  (I)  16  October  the  HOUSTON  was  torpedoed  in  the  stern  at  20-45N,  125- 
24E  (about  180  miles  NE  of  the  NE  tip  of  LUZON).    Report  stated  that  she  was  being 
towed  at  a  speed  through  the  water  of  3  knots.    9  Japanese  aircraft  were  shot  down 
by  the  CABOT  (CVL  28)  combat  air  patrol. 

The  following  outlines  the  disposition  of  the  4  task  groups;     38.1  is  to  pro- 
ceed to  21-00N,  127-00E  to  arrive  at  0500  (I)  17  October  and  search  to  the  W  and  NW 
at  dawn.    TG' a  38.2  and  38.3  are  proceeding  to  18-30N,  126-30E  (about  250  miles  E 
of  NE  tip  of  LUZON)  to  arrive  0600  (I)  17  October  and  will  operate  in  that  vicinity 
until  further  notice.    38.4  is  scheduled  to  proceed  to  a  position  to  strike  the 
central  LUZON  area  commencing  at  dawn  on  17  October  (I).    They  are  also  to  strike 
LEGASPI  and  maintain  a  reconnaissance  of  SAN  BERNADINO  STRAIT.    They  will  continue 
to  strike  the  central  LUZON  area  on  the  18th  and  19th. 

A  photographic  interpretation  report  has  been  received  covering  the  damage  on 
the  OKAYAMA  aircraft  assembly  plant.    Of  the  34  major  buildings,  26  were  reported 
either  destroyed  or  damaged. 

B-29*s  are  scheduled  to  attack  EINANSHO  airfield  (FORMOSA)  at  1300  (I)  17  Octo- 
ber.   This  strike  will  be  made  by  approximately  25  B-29's.    Reports  indicate  that 
lack  of  gasoline  and  bombs  will  preclude  further  strikes  by  this  command  at  the  pre- 
sent time. 


Commander  Allied  Air  Forces  161125  (pink)  outlines  special  reconnaissance 
orders  relative  to  search  of  SURIGAO  and  SAN  BERNADINO  STRAITS. 

ComNav Group  CHINA  160953  (pink)  outlines  search  to  be  made  of  the  SOUTH  CHINA 
SEA  area  commencing  2000  ( I)  16  October. 

Cincpoa  160342  (pink)  outlines  allocation  of  shipping  for  the  LUZON  operation. 

The  airfield  at  ANGAUR  is  expected  to  be  ready  for  operations  on  about  20 
October. 


Brig.  Gen.  H.  D.  Campbell,  USMC,  has  been  designated   Island  Commander  PELELIU; 
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designation  CTTJ  10.15.3  terminates.    Col.  R.  A.  Dunn,  USA,  has  been  designated  Island 

Commander  ANGAUR;  designation  GTU  10.15.4  terminates. 

16  October  (Oahu  date) 

CTG  77.2  (R.  Adm.  Oldendorf)  reports  that  landings  were  made  on  SULUAK  without 
opposition  on  17  October  (I),  D-3.  a 


A  tropical  disturbance  of  near- typhoon  intensity  made  it  impossible  to  carry 
out  air  operatione  and  it  was  reported  that  carriers  were  retiring  to  the  south. 

A  report  was  received  from  CTG  38.1  (J^C  Adm.  McCain)  stating  that  this  group 
(while  operating  near  30.3)  shot  down  95  of  191  planes  attacking  both  night  and  day 
(14-15  October).    Our  losses  were  5  VF  in  combat  and  2  TP  lost  operationally.  On 
the  16th  the  CABOT  and  the  COWPENS  (covering  the  same  group,  30.3)  shot  down  50  out 
of  60  planes  attacking  the  cripples.    Search  planes  and  combat  air  patrol  from  TG's 
38.2  and  38.3  shot  down  15  enemy  aircraft  of  various  types  on  the  16th. 

The  two  damaged  cruisers,  HOUSTON  and  CANBERRA,  are  proceeding  under  tow  toward 
ULITHI, 

TG'S  38.1  and  38.4  are  scheduled  to  make  strikes  on  LUZON  on  18  and  19  October 
(I),    TG  38,2  is  scheduled  to  make  a  strike  against  the  northern  LUZON  area  on  the 
morning  of  18  Ootober  (I)  and  then  proceed  to  join  TG  38.4.    TG  38.4  is  to  refuel 
and  maintain  a  covering  position  on  the  18th  and  19th, 

Photographs  obtained  on  15  October  (I)  by  the  14th  AF  of  the  southwestern  tip 
of  FORMOSA  reveal  a  total  of  157  planes  destroyed  or  damaged  and  359  operational 
planes . 

CoraNorFac  170817  (pink)  indicates  that  TF  94  has  postponed  the  bombardment  of 
MATSUWA  until  about  181240  GOT. 

Report  from  CTF  57  indicates  that  NGULU  ATOLL  (60  miles  SW  of  YAP)  was  secured 
without  resistance  on  16  October.  oSV^ 

17  October  (Oahu  date) 

Report  was  received  from  C.T.G.  77.2  ( R.  Adm.  OLDEHROF)  stating  that 
successful  landings  were  made  3  islands,  DINAGAT,  HOMONHOU,  and  SULUAN  on  D-3, 
(17  Ootober  (l)). 

ComSrdFlt  reports  that  565  enemy  planes  were  destroyed  by  task  force 
38  during  the  period  10  Ootober  through  16  October.    296  planes  were  shot  down  in 
vicinity  of  the  task  force  (256  by  aircraft  and  40  by  gun  fire). 

Report  from  Com7thFlt  indicates  that  the  estimate  of  enemy  air  strength 
in  the  PHILIPPINES  as  of  16  October  is  as  follows:     54  in  the  MINDANAO  area, 
103  in  the  VIS AY AS  area,  265  in  the  LUZON  area  making  a  total  enemy  air  strength 
in  the  PHILIPPINES  of  422  various  types  of  planes.    Com7thFlt  estimates  approxi- 
mately 230  aircraft  of  all  types  in  the  FORMOSA  area. 

3  carrier  task  groups  carried  out  strikes  against  LUZON  on  the  18th  (I). 
No  reports  have  been  received  as  yet. 
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A  total  of  20  Aviation  personnel  have  been  resoued  in  the  past  8  days 
by  submarines,  * 

STERLET  (S3 -39 2)  reports  sighting  two  heavy  cruisers,  one  light  cruiser 
and  6  DDs  about  70  miles  K.  of  OKINAWA  at  1115  18  October  (I).    c.T  F  71 
report  indicates  that  3  large  ships  were  sighted  at  0300  18  October* (i)  in 
the  MAKASSAR  Straits  an  4»  course  «"  035, speed  23.    ComNav  G-oup  CHINA  states 
that  a  17  ship  convoy  was  sighted  at  2120,  18  October  (I)  60  miles  W.  of  NE 
HAINAN,  course  30°,  speed  15  knots. 

MONTGOMERY  (DM-17)  on  17  October  struck  an  enemy  moored  mine  in  NGUTO 
lagoon  causing  considerable  damage  to  the  ship.    One  officer  and  3  enlisted 
men  were  reported  killed. 

CINCFOA  171955  (pink)  recommends  assignment  of  an  Array  Corps  Commander 
and  staff  to  conduct  preliminary  plans  and  be  available  to  command  army  troops 
for  the  KEELBLOCKS  operation  or  similar  operation. 

COMNORPAC  has  cancelled  the  scheduled  time  of  the  MATUSWA  bombardment 
for  the  present  due  to  unfavorable  weather  conditions.    Report  indicates  that 
the  foroe  is  returning  to  base  to  await  improved  weather  conditions. 


Naval  air  base  APAMAMA  was  decommissioned  16  October.  (,  \ 

18  October  (Oahu  date) 

A  report  has  been  received  from  CTG  77,2  (RAdm  Oldendorf)  summarising  results 
of  the  LEYTE  operations  on  18  October.    The  weather  was  reported  as  being  excellent, 
the  sea  moderate  to  smooth.    Landings  were  made  at  DINAGAT  ISLAND  and  H0M0NH0N.  The 
bombardment  and  fire  support  groups  entered  LEYTE  GULF  at  0900  (I),    Bombardment  of 
the  southern  beaches  of  DULAG  TOWN  and  the  airfield  was  carried  out  from  1400  to  1745. 
The  town  was  reported  as  being  a  wreck.    Only  2  small  enemy  air  attacks  were  reported* 
the  first  directed  against  a  mlnesweeping  group  in  the  forenoon,  and  the  last  on  a 
hydrographic  group  at  dusk*  no  damage  was  sustained  from  either  attack. 

Guerillas  came  aboard  the  CHANDLER  (DMS  9)  conveying  the  message  that  nearly 
all  the  Japanese  aircraft  on  LEYTE  had  been  destroyed  by  recent  blue  raids  and  that 
the  Japanese  troops  were  concentrated  at  TACLOBAN  and  ABUYOG, 

ROSS  (DD  563)  was  reported  to  have  struck  2  mines  in  the  GULF  of  LEYTE  on  19 
October  (I).    The  report  indicated  that  prospects  of  salvage  were  good;  however,  they 
would  beach  the  ship  if  necessary  on  the  west  side  of  H0M0NH0N. 

TRIGGER  (SS  237)  reported  sighting  4  heavy  cruisers  and  5  DD's  east  of  FORMOSA ; 
estimated  course  270,  speed  15  knots. 

A  report  from  ComNavGroup  CHINA  states  that  a  plane  sighted  1  carrier,  2 
cruisers  and  3  DD's  east  of  HAINAN j  speed  25  knots,  course  330  at  1405  19  October  GCT. 

BESUGO  (SS  321)  sighted  1  heavy  cruiser  and  1  "larger  ship"  east  of  KYUSHU. 
Report  indicates  that  these  ships  were  returning  to  port. 


-  Continued  - 
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BARBEL  (SS  316)  reports  that  on  25  September  sank  1  AK  and  damaged  another;  on 
13  October  sank  a  destroyer  and  damaged  an  oiler, 

Com3rdFlt  190540  outlines  the  basic  plan  for  the  increase  in  fighter  complement 
for  each  large  carrier.  All  (TV's  are  to  have  a  complement  of  54  VF  with  the  exception 
of  -the  BUNKER  HILL  which  will  have  a  special  group  of  100  fighters. 

ComNavGroup  CHINA  191836  (pink)  states  that  the  DELAWARE  strike  is  scheduled 
for  1500  25  October  (i).    The  target  is  to  be  the  Omura  Aircraft  Factory  ( KYUSHU) • 

CinCPOA  181851  (pink)  states  that  target  information  will  be  available  to  the 
carriers  prior  to  the  INDUCTION  Operation  (support  of  M-l).  Dispatch  further  states 
that  entry  of  major  forces  into  EAST  CHINA  SEA  is  not  contemplated. 

CTG  38.4  (RAdm  Davison)  reports  the  destruction  on  the  19th  of  45  enemy  planes 
in  attacks  on  the  airfields  In  the  MANILA  Area.    In  an  attack  on  shipping  in  the 
MANILA  HARBOR  1  floating  drydock,  4  medium  AK's  and  1  AO  were  reported  sunk.    In  this 
action  we  lost  15  planes,  9  pilots  and  7  air  crewmen  (11  planes  were  lost  operationally 


£tU\ — 

19  October  (Oahu  date) 

A  report  received  from  General  MacArthur  states  that  all  landings  on  LEYTE  were 
made  on  schedule  and  with  extremely  light  losses, 

Com3rdFlt  has  cancelled  all  existing  orders  and  TF  38  will  be  kept  intact  pend- 
ing developments  as  a  result  of  enemy  surface  contacts  on  the  19th  (I).    On  21  and  22 
October  (I)  TG's  38.1  and  38.4,  upon  completion  of  fueling  will  proceed  to  15-00N, 
127-OOE  to  arrive  at  0600  (I)  22  October  and  will  be  joined  by  TG  38.2  upon  completion 
of  the  strikes  against  the  VISAYAS  area  on  the  21st.    TG  38.3,  upon  completion  of  the 
VISAYAS  strike  on  21  October  (I)  is  scheduled  to  refuel. 

CTF  77  (V.  Adm,  Kinkaid)  has  requested  Com3rdFlt  to  retain  one  fast  carrier 
group  in  the  objective  area  after  A-day  in  order  to  keep  the  western  Visayan  airfields 
neutralized. 

At  1603  (I)  20  October  the  USS  HONOLULU  (CL  48)  was  hit  by  a  torpedo  (aircraft). 
Report  indicated  that  the  engineering  installations  were  intact  and  the  ship  was  on  an 
even  keel,  though  down  4  feet  by  the  bow.    The  dispatch  indicated  that  they  were  ready 
to  proceed  to  the  nearest  repair  base  on  the  21st  ( l) . 


J 


Dispatch  from  ComSrdFlt  states  that  if  luck  holds  out  the  CANBERRA  and  HOUSTON 
can  be  brought  into  ULITHI  about  27  or  28  October  for  emergency  repairs  prior  to 
returning  to  PEARL. 

A  dispatch  from  Com3rdFlt  states  that  submarine  sightings  on  19  October  and  DF 
on  18  October  indicate  the  possibility  of  at  least  3  subs  approaching  the  present 
track  of  the  "cripples"  from  the  north. 

A  report  from  the  14th  AF  states  that  the  gasoline  difficulties  have  been  over- 
come and  that  the  scheduled  search  of  the  SOUTH  CHINA  SEA  has  been  made  and  will 
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continue  to  be  made  until  orders  are  received  from  CinCSWPA  to  cease.     (Prior  report 
received  indicated  that  scheduled  search  could  not  be  made  due  to  shortage  of 
gasoline) . 

A  report  from  Army  sources  estimates  the  Japanese  monthly  combat  aircraft  pro- 
duction at  2,000  planes  as  of  1  October  1944  (1200  fighters,  540  bombers,  260  recon- 
naissance planes). 

Com7thFlt  140348  (pink)  reports  that  the  SEAWOLF  (SS  197)  on  a  special  mission 
to  eastern  SAMAR  has  been  overdue  at  rendezvous  since  6  October  and  indicates  that 
the  circumstances  are  such  that  she  must  be  presumed  lost. 

Cincpoa  201849  states  that  the  Forward  Area  and  TF  57  will  revert  to  the  direct 
control  of  Cincpoa  as  of  1500  OCT  23  October  (Fleet  Air  Wing  1  and  Seron  10  based 
in  the  MARIANAS  and  western  CAROLINES  will  continue  to  operate  as  task  groups  of  the 
3rd  Fleet). 

Cincpoa  192215  (pink)  outlines  the  facilities  desirable  in  the  PHILIPPINE 
ISLANDS  to  support  future  operations  of  POA  forces. 

Cincpoa  192226  (pink)  outlines  the  tentative  scheduled  employment  and  rehabili- 
tation of  major  Marine  units. 

GHQ  SWPA  Advanced  Echelon  opens  at  LEYTE  at  1200  (I)  20  October.    GHQ  SWPA 
and  Rear  Echelon  GHQ  SWPA  remain  at  HOLLAND IA  and  BRISBANE  respectively.  ^A/ 


20  October  (Oahu  date) 

A  report  received  on  the  LEYTE  operation  indicates  that  all  operations  are 
proceeding  on  schedule  with  extremely  light  losses.    Minesweepers  as  of  20  Oct.  (I) 
swept  186  mines.    Heavy  mortar  fire  was  received,  however  no  heavy  shore  guns 
have  been  located.    The  northern  area  was  bombarded  by  3  OBB,  2  CA,  2  CL  and  19  DDs. 
The  southern  area  was  bombarded  by  3  OBB,  2  CL,  3  CA  and  13  DDs.    The  landing  on 
PANAON  ISLAND  was  effected  without  opposition.    HMAS  AUSTRALIA  received  a  hit  on 
the  bridge  during  the  dawn  attack  of  21  Oct.  (i).    1  officer  killed  and  7  others 
seriously  injured.    No  further  details  received. 

The  torpedo  attack  on  the  HONOLULU  was  carried  out  by  a  single  plane.  Reports 
Indicate  that  2  salvage  tugs  are  alongside  and  that  counter  flooding  is  in  progress. 

A  further  report  from  the  USS  ROSS  (DD  563)  which  struck  2  mines  on  the  18th 
of  Oct.  (I)  states  that  23  persons  are  either  killed  or  missing. 

An  aircraft  sighted  1  carrier,  4  DDs  and  3  heavy  cruisers  at  210630  GCT  west 
of  FORMOSAfnear  Hie  PESCADORES  ISLANDS),  course  0445  speed  15  knots. 

A  submarine  reports  3  large  unidentified  ships  estimated  to  be  cruisers  off 
NW  coast  of  BORNEO,  course  020  speed  21. 

BARBEL  (DD  316)  reports  sighting  an  enemy  submarine  position  22-46  N,  132-21  E. 
The  submarine  was  painted  black  and  smoking  heavily.    BARBEL  reports  that  she  was 


2.1.04 


SECRET — 

20  Ootober  (Oahu  date  -  cont'd) 


f~\  DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  E0 12958,  as  amended 
HQ  USEUCOM 


unable  to  close  for  gun  battle  prior  to  dark.    This  submarine  has  no  torpedoes 
left  at  the  present  time. 

Photographs  of  a  HONKONG  HARBOR  as  of  20  October  (I)  showed  31  ships,  an 
estimated  127,000  tons*    There  were  also  reports  that  in  drydock,  at  HONKONG, 
there  were  11  naval  craft  and  22,150  tons  of  shipping. 

Com7thFlt  has  requested  ComSrdFlt  to  make  fighter  sweeps  of  all  airfields 
in  the  PHILIPPINES  (north  of  latitude  12°)  and  states  that  they  Army  is  covering 
all  airfields  south  of  this  line, 

SULTAN  211130  (pink)  proposed  a  conference  to  be  held  at  either  HOLLAND IA 
or  HONOLULU  for  the  purpose  of  determining  assistance  to  be  rendered  by  units  of 
the  CBI  area. 


Cincpac  211852  (pink)  indicates  to  Admiral  Halsey  the  general  plan  and  tasks 
assigned  by  OpPlan  8-44  will  continue  in  effect  and  further  that  movement  of  major 
units  of  the  3rdFlt  through  SUHIGA0  and  SAN  BERNADIN0  STRAITS  will  not  be 
initiated  without  orders  from  Cincpac. 

Commanding  General  6th  Army  states  that  the  CORON  BAY  area  will  be  kept 
under  close  observation  for  enemy  fleet  units.    Beginning  night  of  22  October  (I) 
1  B24  staging  -through  M0R0TAI  will  be  employed  in  thiB  mission.    Strikes  by  B24 
groups  cannot  be  employed  until  planes  are  based  at  MOROTAI, 

Com3rdFlt  210645  (pink)  requests  information  from  CinCSWPA  regarding  period 
when  certain  naval  units  can  be  withdrawn  from  the  present  operation. 

ComSrdFlt  210454  (pink)  requests  information  regarding  the  clear an oe  of 
SURIGAO  and  MTNDORO  STRAITS  for  possible  entry  of  naval  units  into  SOUTH  CHINA  SEA. 

A  report  from  the  Commander  Eastern  Fleet  states  that  during  the  week 
commencing  17  October  units  of  the  Eastern  Fleet,  including  BBs  and  carriers, 
carried  out  operations  in  the  NICABOR  area.    Operations  were  directed  against 
airfields  and  small  harbors  in  the  area. 


Total  enemy  plane  losses  from  3rd  Fleet  operations,  from  10  October  to  date, 
including  those  reported  in  this  summary,  ares  ./ 

Shot  down  .....600 

Destroyed  on  ground  .418 

TOTAL  DESTROYED  lOTcT  ^ 

21  October  (Oahu  date) 

Reports  indicate  that  the  LEYTE  operations  continue  in  accordance  with  schedule. 
The  majority  of  transports  have  been  unloaded  and  are  departing*    The  AK  and  LST  un- 
loading is  proceeding  satisfactorily.    Report  from  CTF  77  (V.  Adm.  Kihkaid)  indicates 
that  bulldozers  are  wo  rising  on  the  TACLOBAN  airstrip.    An  early  morning  air  raid  on 
the  21st  (I)  took  place  with  a  small  number  of  planes  participating.    Several  casual- 
ties were  reported  on  the  HONOLULU  (CL  48)  as  a  result  of  20-mm  gunfire  from  our  own 
ships  which  were  under  smoke  cover.    Low-flying  planes  under  fire  from  many  ships 
crashed  into  the  forward  staok  of  HMAS  AUSTRALIA  (CA).    The  SANGAMON  (CVE  26)  was 


2105 


■8EGRET  ■  - 

21  October  (Oahu  date  -  cont'd) 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  E0  12958,  as  amended 
HQ  USEUCOM 


slightly  damaged  by  a  Email  bomb.    The  HONOLULU  and  AUSTRALIA  are  to  proceed  to 
MANUS  on  21  October  (I). 

TG  38.1  plus  the  HANCOCK  and  TG  38.4  plus  the  WASHINGTON,  ALABAMA,  and  Des- 
Div  100  are  to  proceed  to  ULITHI  to  arrive  at  0600  (i)  25  October  and  are  to  be 
ready  for  sea  at  dawn  29  October. 

SEADRAG0H  (SS  194)  reports  one  carrier  and  unidentified  warships  at  211435 
GOT  weBt  of  the  south  tip.  of  FORMOSA,  course  210,  speed  18.    Reports  placing  2 
timed  hits  in  a  carrier.    Results  were  not  observed  due  to  the  fact  that  they  were 
forced  down  by  escorts. 

SEAD0G  (SS  401)  reports  a  large  convoy  with  numerous  escorts  SW  of  KYUSHU 
at  212230  GCT,  course  210,  speed  9.    2  hits  were  reported  in  one  AK. 

SHARK  (SS  174)  put  2  timed  hits  in  a  small  carrier  at  212130  GCT  at  20-28N, 
117-50E  (SE  of  HONG  KONG). 

DARTER  (SS  227)  sighted  3  probable  battleships  at  0100  (l)  23  October  SW  of 
PALAWAN  ISLAND,  course  040,  speed  18. 

Com3rdPlt  220517  (pink)  states  that  present  intention  is  to  send  2  carrier 
groups  to  ULITHI  25-29  October  and  2  groups  to  ULITHI  29  October  -  3  November,  and 
that  only  the  BUNKER  HILL  will  be  sent  to  MANUS. 

MacArthur  212240  (pink)  and  Cominch  211535  (pink)  concern  Com3rdFlt's  210454 
(relative  to  estimate  for  safe  route  to  SOUTH  CHINA  SEA  via  SURIGAO  and  MINDORO 
STRAITS) . 

ComSrdFlt  220344  answers  dispatches  referred  to  above. 

CinC  Eastern  Fleet  220537  outlines  the  current  disposition  of  the  Eastern 

Fleet. 

Cincpoa  212240  (pink)  indicates  c (incurrence  in  conference  proposed  by  Com- 
Gen  Army  Foroes,  CHINA-BURMA- INDIA  Area  relative  to  support  from  units  of  CBI 
theater • 

Report  from  CTG  57.14  (R.  Adm.  Reeves)  indicates  that  the  runways  of  the 
airfield  at  PELELIU  are  completed  and  that  the  landing  strip  at  ANGAUR  is  80  per- 
cent complete. 

Cincpoa  220100  authorizes  ComGenFMFPac  to  establish  Forward  Echelon  in  SoPac. 
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An  enemy  task  force  of  combatant  ships  probably  consisting  of 
3  BB's,  2  possible  carriers,  plus  an  undetermined  number  of  cruisers 
and  DD's  was  contacted  by  the  DACE  (SS  247)  and  DARTER  (SS  227)  at 
0600  H  (-8)  on  the  23rd.    The  DACE  placed  4  torpedo  hits  in  a  KONGO 
class  battleship  at  09-29N,  17-20E  (W  of  central  PALAWAN).    The  task 
force  was  on  course  040,  speed  15  knots.    DACE  reported  hearing 
"breaking -up  noises"  and  believes  the  BB  was  sunk.    DARTER  at  0530  (H) 
on  the  23rd  sank  1  ATAGO  class  heavy  cruiser  and  placed  4  hits  in  an- 
other ATAGO  class  heavy  cruiser  at  09-24N,  117-11E.    DARTER  reports 
that  this  latter  cruiser  is  stopped  at  this  position.    A  report  from 
the  DACE  states  that  the  DARTER  was  aground  on  BOMBAY  SHOAL  and  that 
she  was  discontinuing  the  attack  to  aid  the  DARTER,    Report  stated 
that  the  damaged  ATAGO  cruiser  reported  above,  plus  2  DD's,  was  on 
course  210,  speed  6  knots  (09-18N,  117-02E). 

GUITARRO  (SS  363)  reports  3  definite  battleships  and  2  possible 
carriers  headed  south  in  MINDORO  STRAIT  at  0330  (I)  on  the  24th. 

ICEFISH  (SS  367)  reports  2  heavy  cruisers  and  3  DD's  position 
19-44N ,  118-00E  at  220030  GOT,  course  l60,  speed  16  (NW  of  northern 
LUZON).    Report  stated  that  the  ICEFISH  was  unable  to  close. 

APOGON  (SS  308)  operating  NE  of  HOKKAIDO  reports  sinking  1  AK. 
Prisoners  picked  up  Identified  the  ship  as  the  CHINA  MARU  {5870  tons). 

CTF  77  (V.  Adm.  Kinkaid)  requests  that  CruDiv  4  less  INDIANA- 
POLIS plus  MINNEAPOLIS  be  retained  until  local  defense  forces  are 
firmly  established  at  LEYTE.    Cincpac  has  granted  this  request. 

CTG  38. 1  (V.  Adm,  McCain)  has  been  directed  to  launch  one  deck- 
load  strike  on  YAP  on  the  way  to  ULITHI.    TG's  38.2  and  38.4  are  to 
launch  strikes  to  the  westward  at  dawn  on  the  24th  and  strike  targets 
of  opportunity.     Planes  from  TG  38,2  are  to  search  the  CO RON  BAY  area, 

Arnold  211905  (pink)  outlines  targets  for  the  first  strike  by 
the  21st  Bomber  Command  on  the  EMPIRE  from  the  MARIANAS.    The  primary 
target  is  to  be  the  NAKAJIMA  Aircraft  Engine  Factory  (MUSASHINO  plant, 
western  TOKYO);  the  secondary  target  will  be  port  facilities  in  the 
TOKYO  area.    This  operation  is  called  "SAN  ANTONIO- 1".    The  20th 
Bomber  Command  is  being  directed  to  attack  the  OMORA  Aircraft  Factory, 
KYUSHU,  on  D  plus  1  and  D  plus  3. 

Mao Arthur  230511  (pink)  states  that  the  MINDORO  operation  will 
be  conducted  between  1  and  5  December.    Land- based  VF  are  expected 
to  be  installed  5  days  later. 


23  October  (Oahu  date) 

At  0745  (I)  24  October  a  carrier  search  plane  contacted  4  enemy 
BB's,  8  CA's,  2  CL's,  and  13  DD's  13  miles  S  of  MINDORO .    Upon  receipt 
of  this  report,  TG  38.2  (R.  Adm.  Bogan)  launched  strikes  on  this  group 
during  the  day.    TG's  38.3  (R,  Adm.  Sherman)  and  38,4  (R.  Adm.  Davi- 
son) struck  the  same  force.    Reports  of  damage  are  incomplete  at  the 
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present  time.    TG  38,3  was  under  heavy  air  attack  during  the  morning 
of  the  24th  and  this  group  alone  is  reported  to  have  shot  down  about 
150  planes.     During  these  attacks  the  PRINCETON  (CVL  23)  was  reported 
as  being  heavily  damaged  and  dead  in  the  water.    The  BIRMINGHAM  {CL 
62)  was  reported  as  being  alongside  the  PRINCETON  when  a  magazine 
explosion  took  place  on  the  CVL;  damage  is  reported  as  follows:  No, 
1  screw  damaged  and  locked  to  prevent  vibration;  topside  chewed  up 
and  5  machine  gun  mounts  out  of  commission.    BIRMINGHAM  reports  indi- 
cate about  150  dead  and  400  wounded;  134  officers  and  1227  enlisted 
men  are  reported  as  survivors  from  the  PRINCETON.     DD*s  MORRISON  and 
IRWIN  were  also  damaged  in  this  explosion.     The  3  damaged  ships  are 
to  proceed  to  ULITHI.    Later  report  from  CTF  38  states  that  the 
PRINCETON  was  sunk. 


On  24  October  TG  38.4  struck  an  enemy  force  SE  of  NEGRO S ,  con- 
sisting of  2  SB's,  1  CA,  and  4  DD's.    Reports  indicate  that  2  bomb 
hits  were  made  on  each  of  the  BB's  and  rocket  hits  on  the  CA  and  2 
DD*s;  one  of  the  DDfs  was  reported  as  sunk. 

Report  from  CTF  77  indicates  that  an  enemy  air  attack  was  car- 
ried out  on  our  forces  at  LEYTE  from  0750  to  0825  on  24  October  (I). 
50  of  our  fighters  from  CVE's  intercepted  approximately  40  enemy 
fighters  and  dive  bombers,  15  to  20  of  which  were  shot  down.  Our 
losses  were  2  fighters  and  no  pilots.     Damage  to  shipping  from  this 
raid  is  as  follows:     SONOMA  (AT  12)  was  hit  by  a  bomb,  LCI  1065  was 
hit  and  was  subsequently  abandoned  and  burned,  FREMONT  (APA  44)  was 
strafed  causing  minor  casualties.    At  1120  (I)  another  raid  on  ship- 
ping in  the  LEYTE  area  was  carried  out.    Approximately  40  shore-based 
planes  attacked  (no  details  of  interception  as  yet),    1  Liberty  ship 
was  hit  and  severely  damaged  in  this  raid. 

CVE  strikes  on  the  VI SAYAN  area  on  the  24th  (I)  resulted  in  25 
enemy  planes  being  destroyed  on  the  ground  and  an  additional  30  being 
damaged.    Our  losses  were  2  fighters. 

CTG  77.2  (R.  Adm.  Oldendorf )  reports  that  on  the  night  of  the 
24th  (I)  a  surface  engagement  took  place  in  the  SURIGA0  STRAITS.  The 
enemy  force  (as  reported  by  the  McGOWAN,  DD  678)  consisted  of  2  bat- 
tleships, 1  or  2  heavy  cruisers,  and  1  destroyer,  plus  a  second  group 
of  2  large  and  about  5  smaller  craft.    Final  results  of  this  engage- 
ment have  not  been  received,  but  report  indicates  that  about  8  craft 
were  probably  sunk. 

DARTER  (SS  227)  went  aground  off  western  PALAWAN.    DACE  (SS  247) 
endeavored  to  demolish  the  DARTER  without  success  and  is  standing  by 
to  attempt  to  board  her  the  night  of  the  24th. 

SNOOK  (SS  279)  sank  3  AK's  on  the  24th  (I)  off  northwestern 

LUZON . 

CROAKER  (SS  246)  reports  hitting  a  large  convoy  on  the  24th, 
sinking  1  AK  and  damaging  2  other  AK's.  Report  indicates  that  the 
CROAKER  had  previously  sunk  1  AK  and  1  minesweeper. 
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ComNorPac  states  that  the  weather  appears  favorable  and  proposes 
the  bombardment  of  MATSUWA  with  TF  94  at  about  1200  27  October. 


24  October  (Oahu  date) 


i\  1 « 


There  were  3  separate  and  distinct  naval  engagements  in  the 
PHILIPPINES  area  on  25  October;  2  in  LEYTE  area  and  one  east  of  LUZON . 
Detailed  information  including  damage  inflicted  and  losses  suffered 
is  lacking  at  this  time. 

(All  times  -9) 

The  first  engagement  took  place  in  SURIGAO  STRAIT  pre -dawn  on 
the  25th.    2  groups  of  enemy  warships,  one  consisting  of  2  BBs,  1  or 
2  OAs ,  and  1  DD  and  the  other  consisting  of  "2  large  and  about  5 
smaller  craft"  these  forces  were  engaged  by  those  of  the  7th  Fleet, 

The  enemy  was  first  sighted  by  PT  boats  stationed  at  the  south 
end  of  the  strait  at  about  0200,    The  enemy  retired  westward  at  about 
0500  pursued  by  our  light  forces  which  "sank  or  repelled  all  enemy 
ships",    TF  77  ( VAdm  Kinkald)  claims  that  at  least  8  Jap  ships  were 
sunk,  which  is  based  upon  sighting  that  number  of  ships  ablaze,  7  of 
which  sank  as  our  ships  approached.    Survivor s^were  picked  up  but  the 
identity  of  the  enemy  ships  in  this  force  has Aye t  been  revealed.  The 
only  casualty  of  our  force  thus  far  reported  Is  the  ALBERT  W.  GRANT 
(DD  649)  which  was  reported  as  being  damaged. 


Q 


Another  separate  engagement  east  of  LEYTE  took  place  shortly 
after  0700  25th  when  TU  77.4.3  (RAdm  Sprague)  was  attacked  by  a 
substantial  Jap  surf aoe  force  consisting  of  estimated  3  BB,  2  OA  and 
9  DD.    This  force  had  apparently  come  through  the  SAN  BERNARDINO 
STRAIT  some  time  during  the  night.    During  the  first  encounter  the 
enemy  force  apparently  was  firing  upon  CarDiv  25  (FANSHAW  BAY,  MIDWAY, 
WHITE  PLAINS,  KALININ  BAY)  and  CarDiv  26  (KITKUN  BAY,  GAMBIER  BAY)  — 
RAdm  Ofstie.    This  attack  persisted  for  about  Z\  hours  at  which  time 
the  enemy  is  reported  on  a  northern  course.    Results  of  damage  to 
our  forces  have  not  been  received,  however,  a  report  at  1800  indicates 
that  5  LCIs  and  2  PCs  were  dispatched  from  LEYTE  to  pick  up  survivors 
from  DDs  and  a  CVE. 

About  noon  on  the  25th  CTF  77  (VAdm  Kinkald)  sent  3  OBBs,  3  CAs 
and  DDs  to  assist  the  CVEs  which  had  retired  into  LEYTE  GULF.    CTF  77 
reported  that  the  expenditure  of  fuel  and  ammunition  in  repelling  the 
attack  through  SURIGAO  STRAIT  the  previous  night  and  early  morning 
had  reduced  the  effectiveness  of  his  supporting  forces  and  that  the 
attacks  on  the  CVEs  had  disrupted  his  air  support, 

CTF  77  made  repeated  calls  on  Com3rdFlt  for  assistance  but  the 
latter* s  forces  were  engaged  to  the  northward.    TG  38,1  (VAdm  McCain) 
which  was  fueling  at  the  time  was  ordered  by  Com3rdFlt  to  aid  the 
forces  around  LEYTE  and  at  1030  on  the  25th  launched  its  first 
strike  from  an  undisclosed  position. 


-  continued  - 
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24  October  (Oahu  date  -  cont'd) 

TG  38.2  which  had  been  operating  with  38.3  and  38.4  east  of 
LUZON  morning  of  25th  joined  TG  34.5  (NEW  JERSEY,  IOWA,  VINCENNES , 
MIAMI,  BILOJI,  Desron  52)  and  headed  toward  the  LEYTE  area  at  about 
1100.    At  2140  a  night  snooper  reported  that  an  enemy  force  of  14 
ships  was  entering  the  eastern  entrance  of  SAN  BERNARDINO  STRAIT  on 
a  westerly  course.    TG  34.5  was  expected  to  arrive  off  SAN  BERNARDINO 
STRAIT  at  0100  26th.    TG  38.2  (RAdm  Bogan)  was  expected  to  join 
TG  38.1  (VAdm  McCain)  east  of  SAMAR  at  0600  morning  of  the  26th. 

Com3rdElt  reported  at  2024  on  the  24th  that  he  was  proceeding 
north  with  3  carrier  groups  to  attack  an  enemy  carrier  force  reported 
headed  south  off  eastern  LUZON  and  would  attack  this  carrier  force 
at  dawn.    At  that  time  TF  34  had  been  formed  under  VAdm  Lee  which 
consisted  of  BatDiv  7  (IOWA  and  NEW  JERSEY)  plus  the  MIAMI,  VINCENNES , 
BIL0XI,  Desron  52  less  one  DD  plus  the  WASHINGTON,  ALABAMA,  WICHITA 
NET/  ORLEANS,  DesDiv  100,  DDs  PATTERSON  and  BAGLEY.    This  combined 
force  engaged  the  enemy  carrier  force  at  about  0900  some  200  miles 
east  of  LUZON.    Reports  are  not  complete  as  to  the  results,  however, 
they  indicate  that  one  carrier  was  sunk  and  two  other  carriers  left 
dead  in  the  water,  (t-nemy) 

TF  38  other  than  those  units  detached  to  aid  TF  77  were  reported 
to  be  hunting  the  escaping  ships  and  would  continue  to  do  so  until 
2000,  at  which  time  our  subs  would  take  over  the  task. 

A  report  from  CTF  38  indicates  that  at  2300  TGs  38.3  and  38.4 
were  on  course  130  after  having  sunk  1  CVL  and  a  large  DD  (or  CL)  and 
were  returning  to  join  the  Oiler  Group  at  0900  on  the  26th. 

At  2303  JALLAO  (SS  368)  reports  sinking  a  NATORI  class  light 
cruiser  with  3  hits  at  21-20N,  127-20E,  PINTADO  (SS  387)  saw  this 
target  sink. 

At  1843  on  the  25th  the  HALIBUT  (SS  232)  placed  5  timed  hits  in 
a  BB  which  was  reported  as  possibly  sinking  at  20-35N,  126-30E.  This 
submarine  also  reports  at  0015  on  the  26th  he  was  trailing  2  large 
ships  probably  BBs,  course  0°,  speed  20,  at  21-45N ,  120-26E. 

Com3rdFlt  states  at  0200  26  Oct  position  15-12N,  125-52E  the 
sinking  of  a  CA  or  CL  straggler. 

CTG  38.1  and  CTG  38.2  are  to  send  a  dawn  strike  to  the  MINDORO 
area  in  search  of  possible  cripples  or  in  search  of  ships  possibly 
retiring  through  SAN  BERNARDINO  STRAIT. 

25  October  (Oahu  date) 

The  Japanese  carrier  force  which  was  located  by  TF  38  planes 
some  200  miles  E  of  northern  LUZON  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  is  esti- 
mated by  CTF  38  as  consisting  of  either  16  or  17  ships.    Planes  from 
3  task  groups  (38.2,  R.  Adm.  Bogan;  38. 3, R.  Adm.  Sherman;  and  38.4, 
R.  Adm.  Davison)  attacked  this  force  in  the  morning.    They  found  very 
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few  planes  on  the  carriers  and  shot  down  a  few  that  were  airborne. 
TG*s  38.3  and  38.4  made  additional  strikes  in  the  afternoon  after  38.2 
and  TG  34.5  left  for  LEYTE  GULF.    A  summary  of  the  results  of  the 
strikes  against  this  carrier  force,  as  reported  by  CTF  38,  is  as  fol- 
lows:    1  SHOKAKU  Class  CV  (identity  revealed  by  photos)  sunk  by  our 
planes.     2  CVL's  (Photos  show  1  was  CHIYODA  or  ZUIKO  Class)  both  sunk 
by  our  planes.     One  exploded  and  sank  during  the  first  strike.     1  CVL 
or  CVE  -  sunk  by  cruisers  and  destroyers,  after  planes  left  her  dead 
in  the  water.     2  BB's  (photos  show  1  FUSO  Class;  pilots  report  the 
other  ISE  with  flight  deck  aft)  -  1  BB  heavily  damaged  by  a  minimum 
of  2  and  probably  4  torpedoes  plus  many  bombs,  last  seen  heading  north 
at  8  knots;  the  other  BB  seen  heading  north  at  20  knots.    1  3-stack 
CL  hit  by  torpedo,  headed  north  alone  at  5  knots.    1  DD  sunk  by  planes 
and  1  other  large  DD  or  CL  sunk  by  surface  forces  after  the  plane 
attack.    No  report  has  been  received  of  our  plane  losses  in  effecting 
the  above  outlined  destruction.    No  attacks  were  made  on  CTF  38  during 
this  engagement . 

In  the  LEYTE  area  the  7th  Fleet  CVE  escort  force  was  attacked 
during  the  day  of  the  25th  by  land-based  planes.    Planes  from  our 
CVE's  shot  down  46  enemy  aircraft  over  the  LEYTE  beaches  during  the 
day.    The  enemy  surface  force  that  appeared  off  LEYTE  on  the  morning 
of  the  25th  was  under  repeated  air  attack  by  planes  of  the  CVE's  and 
planes  of  TG  38.1  (V.  Adm.  McCain).    Of  the  reported  force  of  4  BB's, 
7  OA's    2  CL's,  and  12  DD's,  CTG  38.1  estimates  that  1  CA  was  sunk 
and  1  DD  probably  sunk.    In  addition,  3  BB's,  3  CA's,  and  1  DD  were 
damaged  by  bomb  hits.    Aircraft  from  the  CVE's  and  from  TG  38.1  made 
use  of  TACLOBAN  and  DULAG  airfields  during  the  day.    The  following 
summary  of  damage  to  ships  in  the  LEYTE  area  during  attacks  on  the 
25th  was  announced  by  CTF  77:    ST.  L0  (Ex -MIDWAY)  -  believed  sunk; 
GAMBIER  BAY  -  believed  sunk;  HOEL  (DD  533),  JOHNSTON  (DD  557),  and 
SAMUEL  B.  ROBERTS  (DE  413)  believed  sunk.    SUWANEE  -  severe  structur- 
al damage  to  the  flight  deck;  bridge  out  of  commission;  55  dead,  "not 
including  those  lost  in  the  attack  just  received."    SANTEE  -  severe 
structural  damage,  including  a  torpedo  hit,  but  in  full  operating 
condition;  9  dead.    SANGAMON  -  2  dead.    Other  vessels  -  only  minor 
damage.    Plane  losses:    About  130  planes  are  reported  by  CTF  77  as 
lost  on  the  25th,  including  crash  landings  on  LEYTE  fields.    This  Is 
the  "total  for  carrier  groups  now  present." 

CTF  77  made  a  request  to  TG  77.4  (R-  Adm.  Sprague)  to  retain 
6  CVE's  in  the  LEYTE  area  to  provide  fighter  coverage.    The  remaining 
CVE's  will  be  sent  to  MANUS.    CTF  77  also  made  request  to  Com3rdFlt 
to  provide  a  12-VF  combat  air  patrol  to  be  maintained  over  the  LEYTE 
area  from  dawn  to  dusk.    He  stated  that  an  estimated  200  enemy  planes 
were  over  the  objective  area  during  the  26th  (I).    CTF  77  made  a  re- 
quest to  CinCSWPA  to  send  land-based  fighters  to  LEYTE  fields  on  26 
October.    No  reply  to  this  dispatch  has  been  received, 

Com3rdFlt  261235  (pink)  to  MacArthur  states  that  2  carrier 
groups  will  furnish  support  at  LEYTE  on  the  27th  and  requests  infor- 
mation as  to  the  date  shore-based  air  will  take  over  the  defense  of 
LEYTE. 

TG  38.3  is  scheduled  to  return  to  ULITHI  on  28  October  and  be 
ready  for  sea3  on  4  November;  TG  38.1  to  proceed  ULITHI  29  Oct^  and  be 
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ready  for  sea  at  dawn  on  3  November, 

A  report  has  been  received  on  the  bombing  of  the  OMURA  Aircraft 
Factory  in  KYUSHU,     56  B-29*s  bombed  OMURA  visually,  with  good  to 
excellent  results;  2  bombed  SHANGHAI  storage  areas;  1  hit  HANKOW 
docks;  8  hit  targets  of  opportunity,  and  8  failed  to  bomb.    The  only 
loss  reported  is  one  plane  which  crashed  immediately  after  take-off. 
Two  other  planes  are  missing,  one  of  which  may  have  crashed.  The 
total  bomb  tonnage  was  182.     Over  OMURA  strike  photos  show  2  direct 
hits  on  the  aiming  point,  with  the  bomb  pattern  centered  thereon,  and 
direct  hits  and  near  misses  on  numerous  buildings.    At  OMURA  the 
B-29*s  report  9  enemy  interceptors  destroyed,  5  probables,  and  22 
damaged* 

SEADRAGON  (SS  194)  on  the  24th  sank  3  AK's  between  FORMOSA  and 
northern  LUZON. 

BURRFISH  (SS  312)  probably  sank  1  MARU  SW  of  KYUSHU  on  the  26th. 

DRUM  (SS  228)  sank  2  AK's  in  a  night  attack  and  damaged  2  more 
in  a  day  attack  on  a  large  south-bound  convoy  just  north  of  LUZON  on 
the  26th. 

SILVERSIDES  (SS  236}  reported  TRIGGER  (SS  237)  in  sight  contact 
with  2  BB*s  at  260030  GOT,  position  24-07N,  125-41E,  course  040, 
speed  18;  SILVERSIDES  and  SALMON  (SS  182)  chasing  30  and  60  miles 
astern.    Additional  report  at  260145  OCT  stated  BB's  had  changed 
course  to  310,  speed  20,  and  TRIGGER  had  lost  contact. 

Marshall  252232  outlines  the  division  of  the  CHINA-BURMA-INDIA 
theater  into  2  separate  theaters:     The  CHINA  Theater  and  the  INDIA- 
BURMA  Theater. 

Cincpac  251935  directs  Com3rdFlt  to  include  copies  of  all  mes- 
sages pertaining  to  combat  operations  along  with  the  action  reports 
for  the  period  commencing  22  October  and  ending  on  next  return  to 
port . 

MacArthur  260750  authorizes  Allied  Air  Forces  to  attack  hostile 
air  and  shipping  in  the  VISAYAS  west  of  124-05  E  Longitude. 

Com3rdFlt  260814  (pink)  recommends  that  target  date  for  HOTFOOT 
be  deferred  from  11  November  to  17  November,  (^e.  Lo^g) 

26  October  (Oahu  date) 

2  supplementary  reports  have  been  received  from  CTU  77.4.2 
(RAdm  J.  B.  Stump)  and  CTU  77.4.3  (RAdm  C.  A.  F.  Sprague).    Each  of 
these  task  units  consisted  of  6  CVETs  plus  escorts.    RAdm  Stump's 
report  follows: 
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Jap  BBTs  and  CAfs  began  straddling  the  CVE's  with  gunfire  from 
15  miles  at  O85O  I  (-9)  25  October.     In  subsequent  attacks  the  CVE 
planes  sank  the  following  ships:    1  TONE  Class  CA,  identified  by 
pilots,  sunk  at  0905,  60  miles  NE  of  SULUAN  ISLAND.     1  TONE  Class  CA, 
identified  by  a  photograph,  sunk  at  1440,  62  miles  NNE  of  SULUAN 
ISLAND.    1  DD  sunk  near  the  second  TONE  CA.    The  following  were 
damaged:     1  BB,  with  1  torpedo  and  2  bomb  hits  near  the  2nd  TONE  CA, 
in  the  morning.     1  BB,  by  bomb  hits  south  of  PANAON  ISLAND  at  1530. 
1  BB,  hit  by  a  torpedo.     1  CA,  by  bomb  hits  south  of  PANAON  ISLAND 
at  1530.     1  MOGAKI  Class  CA  and  several  DD's  hit  with  rockets,  .50 
cal.  strafing,  and  bombs  as  the  force  retired.    During  the  day*s 
fighting  the  CVE  planes  of  TU  77-4.2  expended  48  tons  of  bombs,  49 
torpedoes,  and  104  rockets,  and  shot  down  31  planes,  with  4  others 
destroyed  on  the  ground.    Combat  losses  of  these  CVE's  were  9  FH  and 
7  TBM  with  14  pilots  and  12  aircrewmen  missing.    Some  of  these  may 
have  been  rescued.     3  FM  and  1  TBM  were  lost  operationally.  RAdm 
Sprague's  report  follows:    The  main  body  of  the  enemy  was  sighted  by 
an  anti-sub  patrol  plane  at  O653  I  (-9).    For  over  2%  hours  after  that 
the  group  was  subjected  to  enemy  BB,  CA,  and  DD  gun  and  torpedo  at- 
tacks, and  numerous  hits  were  scored.    The  GAMBIER  BAY  (CVE  73)  had 
1  engine  put  out  of  commission,  dropped  back,  and  must  have  been  sunk 
by  enemy  gunfire.    Similar  fates  met  the  HOEL  (DD  533),  JOHNSTON  (DD 
557),  and  the  SAMUEL  B.  ROBERTS  (DE  413).    The  remaining  5  CVE's 
emerged  from  this  ordeal  damaged  but  able  to  maintain  16  knots.  About 
1  hour  and  20  minutes  later  (about  1045)  the  ST,  LO  (CVE  63)  was  sunk 
by  a  6-plane  Jap  suicide  attack  that  "had  to  be  seen  to  be  believed." 
Three  of  the  planes,  hit  by  AA,  narrowly  missed  the  ships.    The  4th 
plane  hit  the  port  catwalk  of  the  KITKUN  BAT  (CVE  71).    The  5th 
skidded  the  length  of  the  KALININ  BAY  (CVE  68)  flight  deck  and  slid 
over  the  bow.    The  6th  went  through  the  deck  of  the  ST.  LO,  which 
shortly  thereafter  blew  up.    CTU  77.4.3  estimated  the  casualties  on 
the  ships  remaining  with  him  at  10  killed  and  59  wounded.    He  reports 
having  been  informed  that  800  survivors  from  the  ST.  LO  were  picked 
up. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  B-24fs  from  MOROTAI  attacked  the 
retiring  enemy  force  to  the  westward  of  PANAY.    14  B-24*  s  bombed  a 
YAMATO  BB  from  10,000  feet  and  reported  2  direct  hits.    13  other 
B-24fs  reported  scoring  2  direct  hits  on  another  BB  in  the  same 
approximate  location.    These  ships  were  in  convoy  with  5  CA  or  CL 
and  5  DD,  course  150,  speed  20.    As  the  force  retired  southward  19 
B-24' s  attacked  a  KUMA  class  CL  and  1  DD  25  miles  W  of  southern  tip 


of  NEGRO S  on  course  030,  speed  15-20  knots, 
direct  hits  were  made  on  this  CL. 


It  is  reported  that  4 


The  ALBERT  W.  GRANT  (DD  649)  reports  damage  caused  by  the  Jap 
task  force  in  SURIGAO  STRAIT  the  early  morning  of  25  October  (I). 
12  direct  hits  from  6  and  8- inch  caliber  shells  were  made;  however, 
the  after  engine  room  is  reported  in  operation  and  a  maximum  avail- 
able speed  of  10  knots  is  reported  when  6  of  the  waterline  holes  have 
been  patched. 

DENNIS  (DE  405)  in  the  same  engagement  (early  morning  25  Octo- 
ber) received  4  direct  hits  from  8- inch  shells,  all  above  the  water 
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line.  The  hull  damage  is  reported  as  being  extensive;  5  men  were 
killed  during  this  action,  but  in  spite  of  this  they  were  able  to 
rescue  435  survivors  from  the  CVE's  that  were  sunk . 

WARHAWK  (AP  168)  while  retiring  from  the  transport  area  at 
LEYTE  collided  with  the  TENNESSEE  on  21  October.    The  damage  to  the 
TENNESSEE  has  not  been  reported  as  yet,  nor  has  a  complete  report 
as  to  the  extent  of  the  damage  to  the  WARHAWK  been  received. 

ICEFISH  (SS  367)  stated  that  on  27  October  (I)  she  received 
severe  depth-charging  north  of  LUZON  and  suffered  considerable  damage 
She  reported  2  hits  in  a  large  AP  loaded  with  troops  and  believed 
sunk. 

TG's  38.2  (RAdm  Bogan)  and  38.4  (RAdm  Davison)  are  scheduled  to 
operate  E  of  SAMAR  on  28  and  29  October. 

CarDiv  29  (RAdm  Durgin )  has  been  assigned  Com7thFlt  in  lieu  of 
original  orders  to  3rdFlt. 

MaoArthur  270652  announces  that  Commander  Allied  Air  Forces 
will  assume  the  mission  of  direct  air  support  in  the  LEYTE  area  as 
of  1600  (I)  27  October;  also  that  operational  control  of  land-based 
naval  aircraft  in  the  LEYTE  area  will  pass  to  Commander  Allied  Air 
Forces  at  the  same  time. 

MacArthur  271329  states  that  effective  upon  receipt  of  this 
message  attack  of  all  land  targets  in  the  PHILIPPINE  archipelago 
is  allocated  to  the  Allied  Air  Forces  of  the  SWP  area  and  that  3rd 
Fleet  air  forces,  including  the  7th  AF  will  not  attack  land  targets 
in  the  PHILIPPINES  except  after  specific  coordination  with  GHQ,  SWPA. 

GTF  77  271045  requests  from  CTG  38.4  a  16- VF  combat  air  patrol 
to  be  maintained  over  the  LEYTE  area  from  dawn  to  dusk.    In  addition, 
VAdm  Kinkaid  requests  strikes  on  enemy  airfields  to  reduce  the  air 
strength  (see  MacArthur  270652  and  271329). 

Com3rdFleet  271640  refers  to  GHQ,  SWPA  dispatches  mentioned 
above  and  directs  CTF  38  plus  the  4  task  groups  to  comply. 

Cine pa c  270649  refers  to  embarkation  of  CVG  81  and  outlines 
the  aircraft  status  as  of  30  October  in  the  Forward  Area, 

CTF  77  270221  states  to  Com3rdFlt  that  support  of  at  least 
one  and  preferably  two  fast  carrier  groups  is  required  until  control 
of  the  air  In  the  LEYTE  area  is  established  and  further  that  on  28 
October  the  remaining  CVE's  in  the  immediate  area  must  refuel  and 
can  supply  no  planes.    Report  further  states  that  Army  air  squadrons 
are  moving  into  the  fields  on  27  October,  but  expresses  doubt  as  to 
when  their  operation  can  become  effective  due  to  difficult  field 
conditions, 

Cinopoa  270353  summarizes  the  status  of  arrangements  for 
replenishment  at  ULITHI. 
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26  October  (Oahu  date  -  cont'd) 

Com3rdFlt  has  directed  CTF  57  to  make  maximum  air  effort 
against  the  BONINS  commencing  16  October. 

2?  October  (Oahu  date) 

Following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  enemy  striking  forces  in 
PHILIPPINES  area  23-27  October: 

9  BB,  1  CV,  3  CVL,  10  GA,  8  CL,  28  DD 

Damage  inflicted  by  our  forces  on  those  appearing  above  is  estimated 
to  be  as  follows: 

Sunk:      1  CV,  3  CYL,  2  BB,  5  GA,  3  CL,  8  DD 
Severely  damaged  and  probably  sunk: 

1  BB,  3  GA,  2  CL,  7  DD 
Damaged:  6  BB,  2  CA,  1  CL,10  DD 

From  the  above  estimate,  it  would  appear  that  practically  every 
major  combatant  enemy  ship  was  either  sunk  or  damaged. 

CL  BIRMINGHAM  arrived  at  ULITHI  on  27  October  (I).  Report 
indicates  that  236  were  killed,  6  missing,  and  about  400  wounded. 
PRINCETON  survivors  arrived  at  ULITHI  aboard  the  IRWIN  (DD  794),  the 
MORRISON  (DD  560),  and  the  GATLING  (DD  671).    123  officers  and  1189 
enlisted  men  survived  this  sinking. 

The  damaged  cruisers  HOUSTON  and  CANBERRA  arrived  at  ULITHI 

27  October, 

SEADOG  (SS  401)  sighted  2  battleships  NE  of  OKINAWA  on  28 
October  (I),  but  lost  contact  late  in  the  afternoon. 

STERLET  (SS  392)  reported  at  0600  (I)  29th  that  the  contact 
was  lost  with  2  battleships  and  4  escorts  at  30-34N,  133-33E,  which 
presumably  were  the  same  2  BB's  that  the  SEADOG  had  sighted  the  day 
before . 

KINGFISH  (SS  234)  sank  a  small  freighter  and  a  medium  tanker 
near  CHICHI  JTMA  on  the  28th. 

HOE  (SS  258)  summarizes  6th  war  patrol,  which  consisted  of  a 
37-day  patrol.    The  following  damage  was  reported  as  being  inflicted 
on  the  enemy:     Sank  2  AK's  of  7,500  tons  each  for  a  total  of  15,000 
tons;  damaged  1  medium  AK  and  2  large  AK's  for  a  total  damage  of 
12,500  tons. 

CincSWPA  271856  directs  Com3rdFlt  and  the  4  task  groups  not 
to  attack  land  targets  in  the  SWPA  unless  requested  by  CinCSWPA  or 
on  receipt  of  request  which  states  specific  concurrence  of  CinCSWPA. 
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27  October  (Oahu  date) 

14th  Air  Force  indicates  that  it  has  only  enough  gasoline  to 
conduct  the  SOUTH  CHINA  SEA  search  until  1  November. 

VIRBURNUM  (AN  57)  struck  a  mine  in  a  channel  at  ULITHI  and  re- 
ports the  material  damage.    Casualties:    1  killed,  5  injured,  and 
2  missing. 

CTF  77  (VAdm  Kinkaid)  271147  outlines  the  action  in  the  current 
SURIGAO  STRAIT  and  LETTE  GULF  engagement. 

Com3rdFlt  271700  summarizes  the  results  of  the  TG's  in  their 
actions  E  of  LUZON. 

CTF  38  (VAdm  Mitscher)  280537  summarizes  the  results  of  their 
actions. 

CTU  77.4.3  280001,  280006,  280012  summarizes  their  action 
during  the  engagement  off  LEYTE  GULF  and  SAMAR. 
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28  October  (Oaliu  date) 

In  the  LSYTS  GULF  area  on  the  28th  (I)  enemy  air  activity 
continued.    CTF  77(VAdm  Kinkaid)  estimated  that  50  planes  were 
over  the  area  during  the  day  until  1700.    Suicide  attacks  by  enemy 
dive  bombers  and  torpedo  planes  were  reported.    Dives  were  made 
on  the  USS  LOUISVILLE  ( CA28 ) ,  USS  CALIFORNIA* BB44 )  and  USS  DENVER 
(CL58). 

17  Enemy  planes  were  shot  down  during  the  28th  (I)  in  the 
LEYTE  area. 

According  to  reports  the  ground  situation  at  LEYTE  is  being 
carried  out  according  to  schedule. 

CTG  77.2  (RAdm  Qldendorf)  reports  that  a  Val  (dive  bomber) 
attempted  a  suicide  dive  on  the  DENVER  and  crashed  about  25  yards 
off  the  starboard  quarter.    No  personnel  casualties  resulted, 
however,  preliminary  investigation  shows  considerable  damage  to 
the  DENVER. 

2  Japanese  prisoners  were  rescued  and  confirmed  the  sinking 
of  2  BB's  (YAMASHIRO  and  FUSO)  and  4  DD's  (MICETSBTO,  A3AGUM0, 
YAMAGUMO,  NO  WAKE ) .    These  sinkings  took  place  in  the  southern 
LEYTE  GULF  during  the  early  morning  of  25  October  (I). 

GAMBLER  BAY  ( CVE73 )  sank  65  miles  east  of  BUNGA  POINT  (SAMAR) 
at  0900  on  the  25th  as  a  result  of  20  hits  from  8"  guns  from  about 
6  OA1 s  at  2,000  yards  range.    18  VF  and  8  VTB  from  this  CVE  were 
airborne  at  the  time  and  their  present  status  is  unknown  (they  may 
have  landed  on  1  of  the  2  fields,  DULAG  or  TACLOBAN.     It  was  re- 
ported that  about  650  officers  and  men  have  been  rescued  from  the 
GAMBLER  BAY.  (It  would  appear  that  about  200  officers  and  men  are 
missing  from  the  ship,  based  on  the  October  1  ships  roster). 

The  SU.-7ANEE  (CVE27)  reports  having  been  hit  on  the  25th  by 
3  bombs.    Her  flight  deck  and  hangar  deck  are  badly  holed.  Her 
catapults  and  Its  machinery  are  destroyed  and  the  after  elevator 
is  demolished. 

HELM  (DD388)  laid  depth  charges  in  5  attacks  on  a  Japanese 
submarine,  (location  not  given).    The  4th  attack  brought  a  heavy 
explosion  followed  by  2  smaller  ones  with  oil  and  splintered 
planking  rising  to  the  surface.    The  GRIDLEY  (DD380)  also  made 
3  attacks  but  CTG  38.4  (RAdm  Davison)  credits  the  HELM  with  the 
kill. 

The  scheduled  bombardment  by  TF  94  has  been  cancelled  due 
to  unfavorable  weather  and  the  Task  Force  is  returning  to  ATTU. 
MATSUWA  was  the  scheduled  target  for  the  bombardment  on  the  29th. 

The  21st  Bomber  Command  operating  from  the  MARIANAS  will 
carry  out  the  2nd  shakedown  mission  of  B-29's  against  TRUK  29 
October,  2300  GOT. 
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GinCPOA  282242  (Pink)  covers  the  advisability  of  the  return 
of  the  Fast  Carrier  Task  Forces  to  ULITHI  in  order  to  prepare 
for  and  conduct  the  HOTFOOT  Operation  and  further  authorizes 
Com3rdFleet  to  reduce  the  covering  force  to  one  carrier  task  group. 
Concurrence  of  CINCS.'/PA  is  also  requested  for  withdrawal  of  TF  38* 

CinCS.VPA  290844  (Pink)  concurs  in  the  terms  of  the  despatch 
outlined  above. 

CinCPOA  291828  (Pink)  states  that  operation  INSURGENT  is 
completed  and  directs  Com3rdFleet  to  retire  carrier  task  groups 
to  advanced  bases  at  his  discretion.  , 

w*t  cabinet- 
Effective  1  November  proposedCTF  38 organization  is 
as  follows: 

TF  38  VAdm  MCCAIN  in  HANCOCK. 

TG  38.1  RAdm  MONTGOMERY  in  YORKTOTfN  with  HORNET,  WASP, 

CO, VEENS,  MONTEREY. 
TG  38.2  RAdm  BOGAN  in  INTREPID  with  HANCOCK,  BUNKER  HILL, 

CABOT,  INDEPENDENCE. 
TG  38.3  RAdm  SHERMAN  in  ESSEX  with  LEXINGTON,  TICONDEROGA, 

LANGL3Y. 

TG  38.4  RAdm  DAVISON  in  FRANKLIN  with  ENTERPRISE ,  BSLLEAU 

rfOOD,  SAN  JACINTO. 
RAdm  RADFORD  will  be  in  BUNKER  HILL  for  present. 


29  October  (Oahu  date) 

CinCPac  Official  Communique  No.  168,  covering  the 
PHILIPPINE  engagement  from  23  October  through  27  October 
appears  in  the  back  of  book. 

3  Part  summary  of  Com3rdFlt  covering  engagements  in 
the  PHILIPPINES  from  24  through  26  October  appears  in  back 
of  book. 

On  the  29th  (I)  TG  38.2  (RAdm  Bogan)  directed  strikes 
on  the  MARIANAS  area  and  southern  LUZON.    Reports  indicate 
that  65  Japanese  planes  were  shot  down.     12  Additional  planes 
were  destroyed  on  the  ground  at  various  LUZON  airfields. 
TG  38.2  losses  for  the  same  day  (29th)  numbered  27,  however, 
only  4  pilots  and  2  air  crewmen  were  reported  as  being  lost. 
Most  of  the  losses  were  due  to  operational  causes. 

Pilots  from  this  same  TG  reported  about  100  twin-engined 
planes  at  CLARK  FIELD.     Bombs  started  5  fires  on  this  field. 
40  Other  planes  were  observed  on  2  other  fields. 

2  Vals  made  suicide  dives  on  the  INTREPID  (CV-11),  one 
of  them  striking  a  20mm  gallery  killing  10  men  and  wounding  6 
others. 
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29  October  (Oahu  date  -  cont'd) 

TG  38.4  (RAdm  Davison)  reports  shooting  down  8  Japanese 
planes  on  the  28th  and  3  on  the  29th.     Combat  losses  of  this 
group  for  the  2  days,  28th  and  29th,  were  2  VP  planes  and  3 
VF  pilots. 

A  report  from  CinCSWPA  reports  that  the  COMFORT  (AH-6) 
has  been  sighted  and  is  apparently  undamaged.    Prior  reports 
indicated  that  the  COMFORT  was  under  air  attack  on  the  24th  (I). 

A  plane  reported  sighting  1  merchant  ship  exploding 
and  another  on  fire  midway  between  SAN  FRANCISCO  and  the 
HAWAIIAN  ISLANDS  (30  N,  142  W) .    Fragmentary  reports  indicate 
that  both  ships  were  torpedoed  by  an  enemy  submarine.  Further 
details  will  be  reported  upon  receipt. 

STERLET  (3S-392)  and  TRIGGER  (S3-237)  put  8  torpedoes 
in  a  large  AO  SE  of  KYUSHU  in  the  afternoon  of  the  30th  (I). 

The  DULAG  strip  (LEYTE)  is  reported  serviceable  as  of 
the  29th  (2500  feet ) . 

2  Kaiser  class  CVE's  with  air  groups  have  been  ordered 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Fleet  for  duty. 

VAdm  McCain  relieved  VAdm  Mitscher  as  CTF  38  on  30  Oct  (I). 


30  October  (Oahu  date) 

Com3rdFlt  reports  that  the  FRANKLIN  (CV-13)  and  the 
BELLS AU  '.V00D  (CVL-24)  have  both  sustained  battle  damage. 

CTF  17  has  ordered  submarines  to  discontinue  sweep 
for  more  enemy  cripples  and  to  resume  normal  patrols. 

3ARG0  (SS-188)  at  30  N  149  E  on  25  October  damaged 
2  picket  boats  with  gun  fire. 

STERLET  (3S-392)  reported  at  302110  GCT  the  SALMON  ( 33-182) 
was  badly  damaged  by  enemy  gun  fire  and  could  not  dive.  At 
302000  GCT  her  position  was  29-25  N  132-45  E,  course  130, 
speed  12.     5  Submarines  were  standing  by  to  assist  her.  At 
302334  GCT  CTF  17  directed  3ILV3R3IDE3  (SS-236),  TRIGGER  (SS-237), 
STERLET  (SS-392)and  SALMON  (33-182)  to  proceed  in  close  company 
to  SAIPAN. 

Further  details  of  enemy  submarine  activity  between 
HAWAII  and  the  .VEST  COAST  have  been  received.    The  ARGUS 
(PYC-14)  acting  as  plane  guard  station  reported  3S  JOHN  A. 
JOHNSON  of  American  Lines,  complement  71  officers  and  men, 
enroute  SAN  FRANCISCO  to  PEARL,  loaded  with  ammunition,  was 
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30  October  (Oahu  date  -  Cont'd) 

torpedoed  at  292105  (plus  8)  in  position  29-52  N  141-42  W. 
Resulting  fire  caused  ammunition  to  explode.    Enemy  submarine 
surfaced  and  shelled  ship  and  life  boats;    13  men  in  one 
life  boat  were  all  killed  by  machine  gun  fire.    The  ARGUS  has 
58  survivors  aboard.     The  attack  caused  re-routing  of  shipping. 

In  the  LSYTE  GULF  area  3  OBB's,  1  CA,  3  CL's,  and  12  DD*s 
remain  as  covering  force.    Reports  from  friendly  force  on 
MINDORO  state  that  at  311400  (minus  9)  3  enemy  CV's  were  moving 
east  at  25  knots  through  VERDE  ISLAND  passage.    Also  at  1430 
(minus  9)  5  CL's,  5  DD's,  and  5  AP's  were  reported  at  same 
position  at  slow  speed. 

CTG  38.2  amplifies  previous  report  of  results  of  strikes 
against  the  MANILA  area  on  29  October.     240  Sorties  were  flown. 
65  Airborne  enemy  planes  were  shot  down  by  CAP  (45  over  target 
area,  20  over  the  group);  18  airborne  enemy  planes  were  probably 
destroyed     (17  were  over  the  target  area).     Our  plane  losses 
were  11  in  combat  and  17  operationally.    13  Pilots  and  6  air 
crewmen  were  lost. 

A  recapitulation  of  Japanese  planes  destroyed  by  carrier 
based  aircraft  during  the  period  9  Sept  -  29  Oct  shows  a  total 
of  1451  airborne  planes  destroyed,  1097  destroyed  on  the  ground, 
and  195  probably  destroyed  or  damaged. 

Considerable  enemy  air  activity  continued  in  the  LSYTE 
area  during  the  period  28-30  Oct.     Search  planes  continued 
to  make  shipping  strikes  KE  of  BORNEO .    On  the  28th  14  B-24's 
bombed  MAKASSAR. 

On  29  Oct  9  B-24*s  attacked  barges  in  the  harbor 
at  HAHA  HMA  with  negative  results.     On  the  31st  3  small 
AK's  were  sunk  at  I,V0  JIJIA  by  a  PB4Y.    Neutralization  of 
ROTA  continued  on  the  29th  and  30th  by  strikes  by  34  F4U's. 
14  P-47*s  attacked  PAGAN  on  the  30th. 

17  B-29's  from  the  21st  BOMBER  COMMAND  at  SAIPAN 
raided  DUBL0N  IS  (TRUK)  on  30  Oct,  dropping  41  tons  of  bombs. 
Reconnaissance  flights  continued  against  YAP  on  the  29th. 
On  the  29th  and  30th  E4U's  continued  support  of  ground  troops 
at  PALAU. 

Land  operations  against  LEYTE  proceed  satisfactorily 
and  according  to  schedule.     CinCSWPA  reports  that  all  interior 
lines  of  communication  are  now  in  our  hands.    Our  casualties 
to  date  are  reported  as  706  killed  in  action,  2245  wounded  in 
action,  and  270  missing  in  action.  Enemy  casualties  are 
estimated  as  24,000.  jA  / ^  /V! 
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Considerable  enemy  surface  activity  was  reported  in  the 
PHILIPPINE  area  on  31  October  and  1  November  (I).    At  0230  on 
the  31st  4  OA's  and  3  DD's  were  reported  at  11-10N,  115-22E  (240 
miles  W  of  N  tip  of  PALAWAN  IS),    35  minutes  later  3  OA's  were 
reported  at  10-20  N,  117-35E  (90  miles  W  of  N  PALAWAN  IS),  course 
25,  speed  25.    At  1300  on  the  31st  1  CA  was  reported  at  11-05N, 
119-00E  (20  miles  W  of  N  tip  of  PALAWAN  IS).     LEYTE  air  base  re- 
ported 2  BB's,  3  CA*s  with  DDTs  at  1510  on  the  1st  in  position 
08-12N,  118-00E  (40  miles  SE  of  S  PALAWAN  IS).    At  1840  on  the 
1st  a  guerilla  reported  3  large  ships  proceeding  at  high  speed 
W  of  LEYTE  on  southerly  course.    At  2245  on  the  1st  a  badly 
garbled  dispatch  from  an  Army  plane  indicated  4  very  large  APfs, 
3  DD's,  and  blank  DE's  at  10-blank  N,  124-2 OE  (W  of  LEYTE),  course 
120,  speed  10, 

At  1437  on  the  1st  CTG  77.1  reported  his  group  under  air 
attack.    ABNER  READ  (DD  526),  while  screening  the  damaged  CLAXTON 
(DD  571),  was  hit  by  an  aerial  torpedo,  blew  up,  and  sank.  At 
1603  CTF  77  reported  our  air  situation  in  LEYTE  GULF  area  to  be 
deteriorating  owing  to  constant  enemy  reinforcement  and  withdrawal 
of  fast  carrier  task  groups.    Only  60  Army  fighters  were  in  the 
area.    Resumption  of  carrier  strikes  in  the  MANILA  and  VISAYAN 
areas  was  requested.    At  2057  CTF  77  reported  that  on  the  1st  1 
DD  had  been  sunk  by  enemy  air  attacks,  and  at  least  4  other  DDfs 
damaged . 

As  a  result  of  the  enemy  activity  outlined  above,  Com3rd 
Fit,  commencing  at  1830  on  the  1st,  directed  return  of  TG  38.3 
(en  route  ULITHI  to  MANUS)  to  proceed  to  point  KEROSENE  (11-15N, 
130-20E);  directed  TG  38.1  at  tTLITHI  to  expedite  logistic  measures 
directed  TG  34.5  to  arrive  at  10-3 ON,  127- 2 OE  by  020800  (I),  from 
which  point  to  move  to  support  TF  77  and  TG  77.1,  if  enemy  surface 
threat  developed  in  the  LEYTE  GULF;  directed  TG  38.2  to  proceed 
to  center  area  KEROSENE,  from  which  point  to  provide  air  cover 
for  TG  34.5  during  daylight  on  the  2nd;  stated  that  he  would  pro- 
vide morning  and  afternoon  search  over  SAN  BERNADIN0  on  the  2nd; 
and  requested  SWP  forces  to  keep  him  informed  as  to  their  coverage 
of  SURIGA0  STRAIT, 

BESUG0  (SS  321)  reported  sinking  new  type  DE  in  convoy  on 
24  October  at  30-00N,  134-00E. 

ClnCSWPA  reports  that  13  enemy  planes  were  shot  down  on  29 
October  during  harassing  raids  against  shipping  and  shore  instal- 
lations in  the  LEYTE  area.    On  the  30th  TG  3#,4  snot  down  4  enemy 
planes  over  the  group,  while  AA  fire  accounted  for  6  others. 

During  the  period  26-28  October,  our  PT  boats,  while  operat- 
ing off  N  MINDANAO  and  in  JUAN I CO  STRAIT  were  attacked  by  enemy 
planes.    PT  boats  132,  523,  and  526  suffered  damage  and  casualties 
(29  killed,  14  wounded). 

An  enemy  submarine  was  reported  sunk  on  the  28th  143  miles 
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NE  of  SAMAR,  and  another  sunk  on  the  29th  85  miles  E  of  SIARGAO 
IS  ( off  NE  MINDANAO ) . 

SAN  ROOJJE  drome  (LUZON)  and  BACOLOD  drome  (NEGROS)  were 
bombed  on  the  30th  by  12  B-25fs  and  7  P-47's  (SAN  ROCiUE)  and  2 
groups  of  B-24's  (BACOLOD). 

Usual  neutralization  strikes  were  made  in  the  MARSHALLS, 
CAROLINES,  MARIANAS,  and  BONINS  during  the  period. 30  October  - 
1  November.    Strikes  also  continued  in  the  NEI,  NEW  GUINEA,  and 
BISMARCKS  -  SOLOMONS  areas. 

Land  operations  on  LEYTE  continued  satisfactorily.  Our 
casualties  to  date:    Total  -  843  KIA,  2292  WIA,  and  348  MIA. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  30  October  photographic  reconnais- 
sance was  made  by  B-241 s  over  ONEKOTAN  and  MATSUWA.    4  B-251 s 
attacked  TOMARI  ZAKI  ( PARAMUSHIRU ) .    An  enemy  submarine  was  re- 
ported 200  miles  W  of  DUTCH  HARBOR,  _ 

(%"  A 

Rear  Admiral  Jherman  with  other  staff  members  departed  i/y 
PEARL  for  HOLLANDIA. 


1  November  (Oahu  date) 

The  flurry  of  enemy  surface  ship  sightings  in  the 
PHILIPPINES  area,  as  reported  in  the  previous  day's  summary, 
has  abated,  and  is  an  indication  that  the  enemy  may  have  been 
practicing  deceptive  measures.     Only  one  sighting  was  reported 
during  the  past  24  hours;  this  was  at  1053  on  the  2nd,  and 
stated  that  2  CA's,  3  DD's  and  2  AP's  with  landing  barges  were 
observed  at  10-55N,  124-35E  (W,  of  LEYTE).    There  are  indications 
that  the  enemy  is  reinforcing  LEYTE  via  ORMOC  BAY. 

The  enemy  appears  to  be  heavily  reinforcing  his  air 
strength  in  the  MANILA  area;  as  a  result  of  this,  CinCSWPA  has 
requested  early  strikes  In  the  PHILIPPINE  area  from  other  than 
TG  38.3,  which  remains  to  cover  TG  77.1.     CinCSWPA  also  stated 
that  Army  planes  would  provide  CAP  over  the  LEYTE  area. 

Com3rdFlt  has  directed  TG's  38.1,  38.2,  38.3  and  34.5  to 
rendezvous  at  Point  ALCOHOL  (12-10N,  133-OOE)  at  031200  (I), 
and  has  issued  Battle  Plan  "HALSEY"  for  dealing  with  the  current 
situation. 

Further  information  on  enemy  air  strikes  on  the  1st  reveals 
that  AMMEN  (DD  527)  and  GLAXTSN  (DD  521)  were  hit  by  suicide 
dives,  and  the  KILLSN  (DD  593)  by  a  dive  bomber.    AMMEN  received 
only  superficial  damage,  but  the  CLAXTEN  and  KILLEN  were  both 
flooded.     ABNER  READ  (DD  526)  was  sunk  by  a  VAL< S^^e- 
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The  SALMON  ( 33-182)  and  escorting  submarines  to  arrive 
SAIPAN  4  November  (I) . 

PILOTFISH  (S3  386)  at  302033  GOT  October  in  position  28-03N, 
141-34E  ( B0NIN3  area)  reports  2  timed  hits  in  1  AK. 

CominCh  271806  (pink)  contains  directive  to  Commanding 
General ,  U.S.  Forces  China  Theater,  incident  to  abolishment  of 
OBI  Theater  and  substitution  therefor  of  the  CHINA  Theater  and 
the  INDIA- BURMA  Theater. 

Neutralization  air  strikes  continued  in  the  MARSHALLS , 
CAROLINES,  MARIANAS,  and  BCNINS.    Strikes  also  continued  against 
HALMAHERA  and  RAN3LKI. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  1  November  4  B-25's  again  bombed 
TOMARI  ZAKI  ( PAR AMU3HIRU ) .     5  attacking  ZEKES  damaged  1  B-25 
which  landed  in  Russian  territory. 


2  November  (Oahu  date) 

On  2  November  (I)  1  BB,  4  OA's,  1  CL  and  2  DCs  were  reported 
proceeding  from  VERDE  ISLAND  PASSAGE  into  MANILA  BAY*  CTG  77.1 
concludes  that  this  force  provided  cover  and  support  for  the  land- 
ing of  reinforcements  at  0RK0C  BAY  (LEYTE) 

At  030030  OCT  Com3rdFleet  issued  directive  for  operation 
"Pulverize".    Upon  completion  of  fueling  on  3  November  TF  38,  less 
TG  38.4  will  proceed  to  arrive  at  16-00  N  130-00  E  at  04120CT  (I) , 
when  the  force  will  commence  high  speed  run  to  arrive  vicinity 

15-  30  N  123-50  E  at  dawn  5  November.     Sustained  strikes  will  be 
made  on  LUZON  Area  during  daylight  5th  and  6th. 

Com3rdFleet  reported  at  031452  GCT  that  RENO  (CL  96)  was 
torpedoed  in  position  13-46  N  131-27  E.     ZUNI  ( ATF  95)  was  ordered 
to  proceed  immediately  to  her  assistance. 

ATULE  (33  403)  reports  2  hits  in  a  large  AP  in  position 
20-09  N  123-08  E  (LUZON  STRAIT) 

SNOOK  (SS  279)  reports  rescuing  one  downed  pilot  in  position 

16-  18  N  125-28  E  (E  of  LUZON) 

TiMBOR  (33  198)  operating  B0NIN3  Area  reports  probably  sink- 
ing 1  patrol  vessel  with  2  timed  hits  on  19  October. 

On  2  November  (I)  several  hostile  air  attacks  were  made  on 
ships  of  TG  77.1  in  the  LEYTE  Area,  but  damage  is  unreported.  On 
the  3rd  several  Bogeys  were  reported  by  CTG  77.1,  but  our  CAP  kept 
them  away  from  the  group. 
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On  the  1st  a  FB4Y  search  plane  reports  sighting  a  NACHI 
CA  anchored  in  ULUGAN  BAY  (W  PALAWAN)  apparently  undergoing 
repairs . 

On  the  2nd  3-24*5  from  3WPA  attacked  airdromes  and  other 
installations  on  CEBU  and  on  MINDANAO. 

Neutralization  air  strikes  continued  in  the  MARIANAS, 
B0NIN3,  and  CAROLINES.     Strikes  were  also  made  against  the 
VGGELROP  and  AMBON.     1  B-24  made  photo  reconnaissance  over 
ONEKOTAN. 

CinGSVJPA  reports  that  the  enemy  on  LSYTE  has'  been  driven 
into  the  small  and  confined  ORMOC  sector,  where  they  are 
enveloped  on  all  three  land  sides  by  our  ground  forces.  Enemy 
losses  are  estimated  as  30,000.     Completion  of  the  LSYTE-3AMAR 
operation  is  believed  by  CinCS'.VPA  to  be  near.  - 


3  November  (Oahu  date) 


At  1103  on  4  Nov  (I)  the  tug  ZUNI  reached  the  RENO  (CL-96) 
in  position  13-49  N,  132-07  B.    As  the  RENO  was  without  power  or 
steerage,  Com3rdElt  directed  CTG  30.9  to  send  another  tug  and  a 
rescue  vessel  to  assist  her.    TG  30.7  (Hunter-Killer  group)  was 
also  ordered  to  the  RENO  position  and  to  remain  in  the  vicinity. 

TG  38.4  departs  ULITHI  at  051600  (I)  and  proceeds  to  the 
PHILIPPINE  area.     TG's  38.1,  38.2  and  38.3  will  arrive  at  15-30 
N,  123-50  E  at  dawn  on  5  Nov  (I),  to  commence  2  day  strike  in 
LUZON  area. 

Com7th?lt  reports  that  4  enemy  ships  unloaded  at  ORMOC  BAY 
on  the  2nd,     CinCS.VPA  reports  two  AF's  were  sunk  in  ORMOC  BAY 
on  the  2nd. 

RAY  (33-271)  reports  sighting  3  AP's  with  3  escorts  and 
5-plane  air  cover  at  1500  (H)  on  the  4th,  position  16-25  N, 
119-45  E  (West  of  LUZON) ,  course  185,  speed  10. 

STERLET  (S3-392),  operating  north  NANSEI  3H0T0  during  period 
25  Oct  -  1  Nov,  reports  sinking  one  large  loaded  AO,  one  1000-ton 
armed  trawler,  and  one  unidentified  snip:  Also  sank  a  large  AO 
previously  damaged  by  TRIGGER  (33-237). 

PINTADO  (3S-387)  operating  west  of  LUZON  reports  sinking 
1  DD  with  4  hits  from  task  force  of  1  large  CV,  1  CL  and  2  or 
3  DD's,  course  180,  speed  21. 
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ComPhibGroup  8  reports  on  tlie  3rd  that  enemy  air  activity- 
has  seriously  curtailed  amphibious  operations  in  the  LEYTS  area. 
He  stated  that  fighter  cover  was  needed  for  our  reinforcement 
outside  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  North  and  South  beaches. 
The  hostile  force  which  landed  at  ORKOC  BAY  on  the  2nd  was 
attacked  by  our  fighters.     As  previously  reported  2  AP's  were 
sunk  during  the  landings ;  30  enemy  trucks  and  tanks  were 
destroyed  ashore,  in  addition  to  much  of  their  equipment  and 
supplies.     On  the  same  day  10  enemy  planes  were  shot  down,  5  by 
AA  fire  and  5  by  our  fighters. 

Com7thElt  estimated  enemy  air  strength  on  LUZON  at  380 
planes  (188  VF,  88  VB-VTB,  77  VBM,  27  Misc).     Most  of  these 
planes  are  reported  to  be  concentrated  in  the  CLARK  and  NICHOLS 
field  areas.     LEGA3PI  is  still  being  used  as  a  searcii  base,  and 
reports  indicate  at  least  30  planes  based  there. 

The  enemy  raid  against  3AIPAN  and  TINIAN  on  the  3rd  was 
made  by  9  or  more  Bettys  and  took  place  during  the  night.    3  047' 
suffered  minor  damage  as  well  as  several  PBAY's.    4  Enemy  planes 
were  shot  down  and  one  other  was  probably  shot  down. 

Neutralization  air  strikes  continued  in  the  MARIANAS, 
CAROLINES  and  MARSH ALLS.    MARCUS  was  bombed  on  the  2nd  and  3rd 
by  6  B-24's.     17  B-29's  were  over  TRUK  at  020134  GCT;  121  500-lb 
GP  bom.  s  and  53  500-lb  incendiary  bombs  were  dropped;  2  airborne 
Zekes  did  not  attack. 

RANGOON  was  bombed  on  the  3rd  by  45  B-29's  which 
concentrated  against  the  MAP AG AN  Railroad  Yards ;  several  hits 
were  observed  in  the  target  area. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  3  Nov  4  B-25's  tombed  PARAMU3HIRU, 
while  2  B-24's  hit  SURIBACIII. 


4  November  (Oahu  date). 

RENO  (CL96)  is  reported  at  050923  (D  to  be  in  bad  shape, 
and  barely  holding  her  own;  she  urgently  requires  an  additional 
salvage  tug,  and  gasoline  for  the  salvage  pumps.    Her  position 
at  051416  (I)  was  13-13-45  N,  132-52-15  E  (380  miles  NNW  of 
PELELIU)  ;  she  was  drifting  slowly  3W  with  the  wind  and  current. 

HAMMERHEAD  (33-364)  summarizes  2nd  war  patrol.  Operating 
north  of  MALAY  BARRIER ,  sank  5  7500-ton  AK's  and  1  4000-ton 
AK ;  damaged  1    5000-ton  AO. 
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4  November  (Oahu  date) (cont'd) . 

CinCSsVPA  reports  that  through  2  Nov  (inclusive  dates  not 
given)  our  fighters  shot  down  27  planes  from  Jap  raids  against 
our  shipping. 

During  the  period  1-4  Nov,  SWP  Air  Forces  were  extremely 
active  in  the  PHILIPPICS  area,  with  widespread  attacks  against 
NEGRO  3,   GSBU,  SEIHDANA.O,  MAS BATE ,  SULU  ARCHIPELAGO,  TAWI  TAWI 
and  ORMOC  BAT.    At  the  latter  place  a  group  of  B-24's  on  the 
2nd  sank  a  7000- ton  AK,  left  a  second  burning,  and  scored  near 
misses  on  a  OA.     Other  ships  damaged  included  a  10000-ton  AP 
at  J"0L0  and  a  small  AK  at  TAWI  TAWI.      The  weight  of  the  attacks 
was  directed  at  airdromes  on  NEGR03. 


Other  attacks  by  SWP  Air  Forces  were  made  against  MACASSAR 
( CELEBES )  and  BABO  (HEW  GUINEA)  on  the  3rd,  and  against  WEWAK 
on  the  2nd.     On  the  1st  and  2nd  133  sorties  were  flown  in  the 
SOLOMONS  -  BI3MARCKS  area. 

CenPac  air  forces  continued  neutralization  of  I WO  JTMA, 
HAHA  JTMA,  CHICHI  OTA,  ROTA,  PAGAN,  YAP  and  PALAU. 

On  the  1st  one  B-29  photographed  the  TOKYO  aircraft  and 
electronic  plants,  with  fair  results.     In  YOKOHAMA  HARBOR  were 
seen  21  ships,  including  1  CV. 

ComNavGrp  CHINA  reports  that  K'tfEILIN  is  being  taken  by 
the  Japanese,  and  LtJIGHOW  is  seriously  threatened.  Operations 
of  14th  Air  Force  from  LUICHOtV  have  been  suspended,  and 
evacuation  of  the  base  is  probable  on  the  5th  or  shortly  there- 
after.    B-24  searches  of  the  S  CHINA  SEA  have  been  suspended. 

The  Japanese  troops  which  landed  at  ORMOC  BAY  on  the  2nd 
are  endeavoring  to  move  north  to  the  CARIGARA  BAY  area.  Our 
forces  are  hastily  preparing  defensive  positions  in  the  northern 
area  in  order  to  frustrate  any  enemy  attempt  to  break  through. 
Our  casualties  in  the  LEYTE  area  up  to  the  3rd  are: 

KIA  WIA  MIA  TOTAL 

X  Corps  257  1074  ~28~  1359 

XXIV    Corps  583  2345  232  3160 

840  3419  260  4519 


CTF  57    011100  summarizes  operations  26-31  October. 
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5  November  1944.  (Oahu  date) 

Com3rdFlt  060216  contains  the  preliminary  incomplete  report 
of  sweeps  and  strikes  against  LUZON  on  5  Nov  (I). 

Com3rdFlt  informed  CinCSY/PA  that  the  25  to  30  AKs  observed 
in  MANILA  BAY  on  the  5th  constituted  an  excellent  target  for 
land-based  heavy  bombers. 

The  RENO  (CL-96)  Group  at  061535  (I)  was  ordered  to  change 

course  to  060  owing  to  a  possible  typhoon  in  vicinity  09-00  ft, 

143-00  E;  estimated  westerly  movement,  to  arrive  at  10-30  N, 
135-00  E  (150  miles  ft  of  PALAU )  by  S  Nov. 

TF  38  (less  TO  38.4)  retires  on  completion  of  strikes  on 
LUZON  on  6  Nov  to  center  of  area  MICK  (14-35  ft,  129-10  E),  where 
it  will  rendezvous  with  oilers  and  TG-  38.4  at  071200  (I).  Upon 
completion  of  fueling  on  7  Nov,  CTF  38  in  WASP,  with  2  DD*s  and 
TG  38.2  proceeds  to  ULITHI,  to  arrive  090600  (I).    TG»s  38.1, 
38.3,  and  38.4  will  operate  at  discretion  in  area  DIESEL  (16-35  N 
130-20  E)  with  CTG  38.4  as  0TG.    These  three  groups  fuel  at  point 
KICK  at  100700  (I).     CTF  38  in  7/ASP,  with  2  DD's  proceeds  to 
arrive  GUAI.I  at  dawn  10  Nov. 

TG  30.7  (Hunter-Killer  Group)  will  leave  the  RENO  Group  at 
080800  (I)  and  proceed  to  area  ALCOHOL  (12-10  N,  133  E )  to  protect 
the  oiler  group. 

RATON  (SS-270)  reported  3  hits  on  a  heavy  cruiser  at  060940(I). 
The  cruiser  was  beached  on  R3NA  POINT  {16-10  N  119-45  E),  '.Vest 
LUZON  coa3t. 

SEACAT  (S3-399)  at  22-00  N  164-4^  S  (ISO  miles  ftW  of  WAKE) 
reported  that  a  torpedo  passed  ahead  of  her  and  broke  surface  at 
060615  ( I ) . 

CTG  77.1  (Fire  Support  Group)  reported  at  041915  (I)  that 
ammunition  and  fuel  replenishment  of  his  force  in  LEYTE  GULF  was 
50$  completed,  with  no  interruption  from  enemy  aircraft. 

ANDERSON  (DD-411)  was  damaged  on  1  Nov  by  a  suicide  Zeke, 
resulting  in  12  killed,  17  wounded  and  5  missing. 

Preliminary  report  states  that  EVER30LE  (D-3-404)  was  sunk 
by  an  enemy  submarine  at  0229  (I),  29  Oct  in  position  10-18  N 
127-33  2  (100  miles  ^ast  of  LEYTS  GULF.     There  were  139  survivors; 
75  are  missing. 

CTG  78.2  reports  that  night  and  early  morning  air  operations 
from  LEYTE  have  been  transferred  from  TACL0BAN  to  the  dry  weather 
fields  at  BaYUG  and  BARI.     On  the  night  of  4-5  Nov  (I)  10  Jap 
air  raids  did  no  damage  to  the  T ACL0 BAN  strip.    One  random  bomb 
destroyed  a  PT  Boat,  with  resulting  heavy  casualties. 
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In  the  Central  Pacific  air  strikes  continued  on  the  5th 
against  17/0  JIMA,  CHICHI  JIKA,  HAH  A  3TMA,  MARCUS,  TAP,  PALAU 
and  MARSHALL8.    Other  activities  of  SWF  air  forces  included 
strikes  against  HALMAHERA  on  the  3rd  and  fflEWAK  on  the  4th. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  the  5th,  4  PV's  while  strafing 
TORISHIMA  RSTTO ,  were  attacked  10  miles  S  of  TOMARI  ZAKI 
(FARAMUSHIRU)  by  11  Jap  fighters.     1  PV  was  shot  down,  exploding 
when  it  hit  the  water.     Cn  the  same  day,  6  B-24ts  bombed 
K0RABU  SAKA;     all  returned  safely. 

The  SINGAPORE  area  was  attacked  by  B-29's  on  the  5th. 
1  BB  in  drydock  was  hit  by  2    1000-lb  bombs;     a  third  1000-lb 
bomb  hit  the  control  house  in  the  drydock  area. 

Three  airdromes  near  KW3ILIN  were  reported  to  be  in  Jap 
hands  on  3rd  Nov. 

Land  operations  on  LEYTE  continue  to  progress  favorably. 
In  the  CARIGARA  BAT  area  the  24th  Inf  Div,  after  capturing 
PINAMOPOAN,  moved  south  on  the  ORMOC  road  to  intercept  the 
enemy  reported  moving  north  along  that  road.     Long  range  artillery 
has  been  displaced  forward,  and  is  shelling  the  ORMOC  BAY  area. 
The  7th  Inf  Div,  after  capturing  BAY BAY  (3outn  ORMOC  BAY), 
advanced  several  miles  south  without  meeting  enemy  resistance. 
The  division  then  moved  north,  and  is  reported  to  be  midway 
between  BAYBAY  and  ORMOC.     12,554  of  the  enemy  were  reported 
killed,  and  109  captured. 


6  November  (Oahu  date) 

At  071100  (I)  RENO  (CL-96)  was  proceeding  on  course 
050,  position  13-39-20  N  135-13-50  E  (about  300  miles  N7 
of  ULITHI),  making  good  3  knots. 

In  the  LEYT1  area  the  24th  Inf  Div  advanced  4  miles  south 
along  the  road  to  ORMOC .  Long  range  artillery  continues  to 
pound  enemy  concentrations  in  the  ORMOC  area.     3  Counterattacks 
against  the  24th  Div  were  repulsed.     The  96th  Inf  Div,  operating 
near  DAGAIvII  {East  Central  LEYTE),  reports  patrol  clashes. 

Preliminary  report  of  results  of  the  2-day  strike  by  TF  38 
against  LUZON  on  5  and  6  Nov  includes  440  enemy  planes  destroyed 
(113  in  the  air,  327  on  the  ground),     5  Ghips  were  sunk  (  1  AO , 
3  All's  and  1  sub  chaser).     2  Were^^cM^5  (  1  CA,  1  DD);  23 
were  damaged  (  1  CL,  5  DD,  2  DS,  1  trawler,  14  AK's).  Considerable 
damage  was  inflicted  on  ground  targets. 
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LEXINGTON  (GV-16)  was  hit  on  the  signal  bridge  by  a 
suicide  divebomber  on  the  5th.    There  were  heavy  casualties 
among  the  ship's  signal  and  gunnery  personnel,  requiring  170 
personnel  replacements. 

37/P  air  forces  continue  strong  air  strikes  against  air- 
dromes on  NEGR03  and  CEBU.    oearchplanes  attacked  shipping  at 
00RCN  BAY  and  off  I.IIND0R0.     A  searcher  reported  1  OA,  1  0L, 
1  DD  and  1  AR  on  the  6th  west  of  north  tip  of  PALAWAN,  on  a 
northerly  course. 

On  night  4-5  Nov  in  the  LEYTE  GULF  heavy  Jap  air  attacks 
hit  one  Liberty  Ship,  causing  an  ammunition  explosion;  details 
are  unreported.     One  of  the  raiders  was  shot  down. 

On  the  7th  GTG  77.1  reports  that  there  continues  to  be 
a  lack  of  bogeys. 

On  the  5th  34  B-29's  from  3AIPAN  attacked  IWO  JTMA.  B-24's 
hit  CHICHI  JIKA  on  the  5th,  and  HAIIA  JIMA  and  ANI  JIMA  on  the 
6th.    Air  strikes  continued  against  ROTA,  YAP,  JALUIT,  and 
MILLS . 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  the  6th  4  3-25' s  bombed  T0RI3HIKA 
RETTO  (10  miles  North  of  PARAKU3HIRU) ,  while  4  B-24's  hit 
0NZK0TAN. 

63  E-29fs  obtained  excellent  results  in  a  bombing  attack 
against  SINGAPORE  on  the  5th. 

On  the  6th  an  unreported  number  of  Jap  planes  bombed  J 
K0R0TAI  during  the  early  morning.     4  PB4Y's  were  destroyed,  JT* 
6  others  damaged. 
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7  November  (Oahu  date)  - 


To  avoid  an  approaching  typhoon  TG's  36.1,  38.3  and  38.4 
were  ordered  to  area  C0KF0RT  (18N  140E )  to  operate  there  9  Nov. 
At  100700  (I)  the  groups  will  fuel  in  area  COKE  (19N  139E). 
TG  38.2  is  at  ULITHI.     CTG  38.3  reports  that  a  Jap  CA  was  seen 
to  break  into  two  and  sink  in  MANILA  BAY  on  5  November. 

RENO  (CL  96)  proceeds  to  ULITHI.     Position  at  080800  (I): 
14-02  N  136-20  S  (about  300  miles  N.7  of  ULITHI).    Her  condition 
is  improved;  two  tugs  are  towing  in  tandem;  she  is  steaming 
slowly  on  one  engine,  with  one  boiler;  she  has  no  steering. 

GABILIN  (SS  252)  reports  sinking  1  medium  AK  on  31  Oct.  in 
position  3 ON  138E  (120  miles  W  of  NANP0  3H0T0 ) . 
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7  November  (Oahu  date)  -  (cont'd) 

PADDLE  (33  263)  returning  from  5th  War  Patrol  in  3WP 
Area,  reports  sinking  1  5000-ton  AO.  and  damaging  1  4000-ton 
AK. 

At  OS1700  (I)  2  large  freighter  transports,  1  barge  and 
7  DD's  were  observed  eastbound  at  15  knots  through  VERDE 
ISLAND  PASSAGE. 

Activity  in  the  LHYTE  area  continues  with  no  appreciable 
change  from  that  reported  in  yesterday's  summary.    The  Japanese 
appear  determined  to  continue  reinforcement  via  ORMOC. 

CertPac  air  forces  on  the  7th  continued  strikes  against 
I'.VO  JIMA,  PAGAN,  MARCUS,  and  the  MAR3HALL3.     WAKE  was  hit  on 
the  7th  by  3  PV's. 

SWP  air  forces  continued  the  usual  strikes  against  NEI 
and  WEWAK . 


8  November  (Oahu  date) 

CTG  73.4  reports  that  search  planes  at  091220  (I)  sighted 
4  EE's,  3  OA's,  3  CL's,  and  3  DD's  in  BALABAC  STRAIT ,  course 
150,  speed  20;  at  1235  the  course  was  changed  to  3^0;     at  1430 
the  position  was  t;iven  as  07-48N,  116-30  3,  course  300,  speed 
10. 

At  091400  (I)  4  AK'S  (or  4  AP*sJ,  6  DD's,  2  DE's,  and  1 
possible  tender  were  sighted  off  HW  tip  of  LEYT3 ,  and  at  1500 
this  force  was  reported  on  southerly  course, speed  6. 

As  a  result  of  the  signting  of  enemy  surface  forces,  Com3rdFlt 
at  092230  (I)  directed  TG's  38.1,  38.2,  38.3,  and  38.4  to  proceed 
to  the  east  of  LEYTE,  vicinity  of  11-00  N,  127-00  E,  to  arrive 
110600  (I),  prepared  to  strike  if  later  directed.    TG  38.5  (New 
group  containing  WASP)  departs  GUA^^  at  dawn  11  Koir  and  proceeds 
to  Point  KEROSENE  (11-15  N  130-20  E ) .  TG's  30.7  (A377)  and  30.3 
(tankers)  proceed  at  best  speed  to  area  ALCOHOL  (12-15  N  133-00  E). 

RENO  (CL-96)  at  090300  (I)  was  in  position  13-01  N  133-10  E 
(about  240  miles  K'.V  of  TJLITTTI),  course  140,  speed  6.3.  ./eather 
was  improving. 

REDFIN  (S3-272)  on  2  Nov  sank  1  AP  off  MACASSAR.     On  8  Nov 
she  sank  1  AO  in  the  SULU  SEA. 

The  ground  situation  on  LEYTE  presents  about  the  same  picture 
as  reported  during  the  previous  two  days.     The  reinforced  Japanese 
are  attempting  to  fight  their  way  north  along  the  QRI/.OC-PIK/JJOPOAN 
road,  while  the  24th  Inf  Div  opposes  them,  attempting  to  reach 
ORMOC,  with  little  progress;     as  a  result,  heavy  fighting  is  taking 
place  along  the  ridges  that  flank  the  road.    Further  to  the  south, 
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the  7th  Div  patrols  have  advanced  to  the  north  to  a  point 
within  12  miles  of  ORMOC  without  encountering  the  enemy.  96th 
Inf  Div  continues  moppinrr  up  small  enemy  sroups  NW  of  DAGAMt« 
On  the  7th  our  fighter  bombers  attacked  the  ORMOC  BAY  area, 
sinking  2  barges  and  damaging  others  with  near  misses.  One 
lugger  and  5  trucks  were  fired,  and  a  Jap  headquarters  took 
fifteen  bomb  hits.     Of  8  enemy  fighters  attacking  DULAG  airfield, 
5  were  shot  down  and  2  others  were  probably  shot  down. 

Reports  from  8WP  air  forces  covering  the  period  5-7  Nov 
indicate  tnat  widespread  strikes  continued  against  MINDANAO , 
CEEU,  NEGROS,  and  P.lNAT,  with  the  weight  of  the  attacks  again 
directed  against  airdromes  on  NEGROS;  enemy  shipping  was  attacked 
wherever  found.    During  the  same  period  strikes  were  made 
against  NSI  (weight  of  the  attacks  against  CELEBES  airfields), 
V7E.VAK,  the  VOGSLKOP,  and  the  SOLOMONS- BISKaRCKS  area. 

CenPac  airforces  continued  strikes  against  the  30NIN  and 
VOLCANO  ISLANDS ,  PAGAN ,   and  ROTA. 


9  Novenber  ( Oahu  date) 

Reports  of  sightings  of  enemy  surface  vessels  in  the  VI SAY AS 
on  10  Nov  indicated  that  additional  enemy  reinforcements  were 
landed  on  that  date  at  ORMOC  BAY.    From  0630  to  0720  there  were 
anchored  in  CRMOC  BAY  the  following:     6  DD's,  2  possible  CL's, 
20-25  AP*s(or  AK's),  and  50-60  barges.     By  1430  all  had  departed. 

At  1145  on  the  10th  a  plane  sighted  5  DD's,  4  AK»s,  and 
1  escort  vessel  just  north  of  BUR I AS  ISLAND,  course  150,  speed  12. 
At  2239  Com3rd?lt  announced  that  TF  38  would  strike  this  force 
on  the  11th. 

Additional  sightings  on  the  10th  included  1  CA,  5  CLrs  and 
4  auxiliaries  70  miles  SE  of  ISLhND  BAY  (PALAWAN),  course  045, 
speed  15,  though  later  the  course  was  reversed.     2  DE*s,  2  large 
AK's  and  1  small  AK  were  observed  in  COR ON  BAY,  course  250. 

There  are  no  reports  of  activities  of  SAP  air  forces,  other 
than  search. 

RENO  (CL-96)  at  101200(1)  was  approaching  ULITHI,  course 
140,  speed  7.3.    She  expects  to  arrive  ULITHI  night  of  the  10th. 

At  100847(1)  MOUNT  HOOD  (AE-11)  exploded  and  sank  at  Berth  380, 
SEADLER  HARBOR y  MINDANAO  (ARG-3)  and  6  or  7  YK's,  plus  an  inde- 
terminate number  of  small  boats,  were  severely  damaged.  All 
personnel  of  MOUNT  HOOD  were  lost  except  a  few  men  and  one  officer 
known  to  have  been  absent.     There  were  numerous  personnel 
casualties  on  vessels  anchored  nearby.    The  ARGONNE  (AG- 31)  and 
RALPH  TALBOT  (DD-390)  were  also  damaged. 
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9  November  (Qahu  date)  -  (cont'd) 

CTF  57    060040  contains  progress  report  for  ANGAUR  and 
PELELIU  for  period  27  Oct  -  2  Nov. 

CTF  57    060310  summarizes  operations  1-5  Nov. 

On  the  9th  CenPac  air  forces  continued  neutralization  of 
PAGAN  and  ROTA,  reconnoitered  MARCUS,  heckled  1,70  JIMA,  and 
planted  12  mines  off  CHICHI  JIMA. 

In  the  North  Pacific  on  the  7th  8  PV*s  photographed  the 
west  coast  of  PARAMJSHIRU.     4  B-25*s  on  an  offensive  photo 
mission  along  east  coast  of  PARAMU3HIRU  attacked  9  power-driven 
wooden  barges,  sinking  two.     Of  15-20  interceptors,  3  were 
shot  down,  with  1  probable  and  1  was  damaged;  1  B-25  was 
shot  down,  with  no  survivors. 

CinCS.VPA  requests  that,  if  practicable,  77th  Inf  Div  be 
diverted  to  LEYTS .  , 


10  November  {Oahu  date) 

At  111730  (I)  CTG  38.3  reported  that  his  group  caught  and 
eliminated  the  enemy  convoy  reported  in  yesterdays  summary  as 
approaching  0RM0C  BAY.    The  convoy  consisted  of  3  large  and 

1  medium  AP,  5  DCs,  and  1  D3.     The  4  AP's  and  2  DD's  and  1  D3 
were  sunk;  2  DD's  were  badly  damaged  and  believed  sunk;  1  DD 
escaped  in  a  damaged  condition.    The  convoy  was  covered  by  20 
fighters;  13  were  shot  down,  with  5  others  probably  shot  down; 

2  other  enemy  planes  were  shot  down  near  the  task  group.  Our 
losses  were  about  9  planes,  with  possibility  of  rescuing  several 


Qom7thFlt  reported  at  100113  (I)  that  2  PT  boats  attacked 
enemy  shipping  in  ORM0C  BAY,  sinking  1  DD  and  1  DE. 

GjbjiCSWPA  reports  that  the  enemy  surface  force  that  landed 
reinforcements  at  0RI  DC,  and  departed  on  the  10th,  was  attacked 
by  Army  shore  based  aircraft.    The  retiring  force  of  15  DD*s 
and  4  AP's  was  hit  by  dive-bombing  and  mast  head  attacks  in  the 
face  of  intense  AA  fire.     7  DD's  and  3  AP's  were  sunk;  16 
enemy  interceptors  were  shot  down,  with  5  others  probably  shot 
down;     we  lost  4  bombers  and  4  fighters,     -.a _.y-et  there-  is  ne 
g*»^0¥^af—  att  acka  aso-itret-  the-  "largs~g?romy  0 onvoy  ^hirt~dopgTt'ga 
CTTrtOJ  tifiT  on-a^t'omo6n^oF-~XT5&. 

Com3rdFlt  has  directed  that  TG's  38.1,  38.3,  and  33.4  fuel 
on  the  12tn,  then  proceed  to  15-30  N  123-30  3,  and  on  13th 
launch  strikes  against  central  and  southern  LUZON.    The  strikes 
will  be  repeated  at  0600  on  the  15th. 


pilots . 
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10  November  (Oahu  date)  -  (cont'd) 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority:  E0  12958,  as  amended 
HQ  USEUCOM 


8EALION  (33-315),  operating  EMPIRE  waters,  at  111400  (I) 
engaged  one  of  two  picket  boats.     3he  was  forced  down  when  one 
of  the  picket  boats  attempted  to  ram.  her. 

LAPON  (33-2o0)  summarizes  6th  war  patrol.    Operating  in 
CHINA  3EA,  sank  1    10,000-ton  AO,  1    9500-ton  AK,  1     5600-ton  AK, 
and  1    500-ton  escort  vessel  for  a  total  tonnage  of  25,600. 
Damaged  1    4000-ton  unidentified  shit)  and  1    5800-ton  AK  for 
a  total  tonnage  of  9800. 

3-VT  airforces  continued  ant i- skipping  strikes  ir,  the 
PHILIPPIC  area,  and  near  CELEBES.     5~  Small  AK's,  6  schooners, 
and  11  barges  were  sunk  or  damaged .    On  the  Sth  24  B-24's 
attacked  ALICANTE  airdrome  on  KEGROS.    Attacks  were  also 
continued  against  tiSWAK  and  BISMARCKS-S0L0M0N3  area. 

On  the  9th  an  enemy  bomber  over  M0R0TAI  was  shot  down 
and  crashed  in  a  revetment  area,  destroying  1  B-25  and  damaging 
4  others. 

CenPac  air  forces  continued  neutralization  strikes  against 
the  B0NIN  and  VOLCANO  ISLANDS,  ROTA,  PALAU,  YAP,  JALUIT  and 
NAURU . 

There  is  very  little  change  in  the  ground  situation  on 
LEYTiil ;  the  main  battle  area  remains  along  the  0RM0C-PINAM0PQAN 
road.    Our  casualties  as  of  7  Nov  are:  KIA,  884;  WIA,  3479; 
MIA,  263.    The  enemy's  casualties  as  of  8  Nov  are  given  as 
15,324  killed. 

CTF  57  reports  that  200  Japs  landed  on  NGER3G0NG  ISLAND 
(NS  of  PELElIU)  during  a  storm  8-9  Nov,  with  machine  guns  and 
knee  mortars.     Our  patrol  evacuated  under  cover  of  LCI(G)  support, 
without  loss.     A  DD  and  2  gunboats  are  keeping  DENG33  PA3SAGB 
closed,  and  have  shelled  p£e  island.     Our  planes  bombed  and 
strafed  the  island  on  the  10th,  and  will  continue  strikes  until 
the  island  is  reoccupied.  , 
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TF  38  less  TG  38.2  is  scheduled  to  strike  LUZON  targets 
on  13  Nov. 

TG  30.2  (RAdm  Smith)  with  CruDiv  5  and  7  DD's  is  scheduled 
to  bombard  IWO  3TMA  commencing  2400  (-9)  11  Nov. 

CinGS".VPA  communique  states  that  at  ORMOC  BAY  on  the  10th(I) , 
medium  bombers  and  fighters  based  at  LETTS  attacked  a  convoy 
of  15  DD's  and  4  large  AP's  in  ORMOC  BAY.    Report  indicates 
that  7  DD's  and  3  of  the  AP's  were  sunk  and  that  16  enemy 
interceptors  were  shot  down.     Blue  losses  were  4  bombers  and 
4  fighters. 

On  the  11th  {I),  carrier  planes  from  3  TGfs  of  TF  38 
attacked  an  enemy  convoy  of  3  large  and  one  medium  AP,  5  DD's 
and  one  DE  just  prior  to  their  entry  into  ORMOC  BAY.  All 
4  AP*s  plus  2  DD's  and  one  DE  were  observed  to  sink,  20  enemy 
fighters  were  providing  air  cover  cover  for  this  convoy;  13 
of  these  were  shot  down.    Our  losses  were  9  planes;  some  of 
whose  pilots  may  have  been  rescued. 

GUNNEL  (33-253)  reports  one  YAMATO  class  BB  and  one  TONE 
class  CA,  180  miles  west  of  northern  LUZON,  course  028,  speed  19. 

8  B-29's  bombed  TRUK  on  the  11th  (I).    AA  and  fighter 
opposition  were  meagre  and  a  small  number  of  ships  were  sighted 
in  the  harbor, 

96  B-29* s  made  an  attack  on  the  0MURA  Aircraft  Factory 
at  KYU3HU.    Poor  weather  conditions  enabled  only  30  planes 
to  actually  hit  the  OMURA  target.     40  B-29's  bombed  the 
SHANGHAI  and  NANKING  areas. 

MOUNT  HOOD  (AS-11)  is  reported  to  have  exploded  while 
at  anchor  in  3EEADL3R  HARBOR  on  10  Nov  (I).  Preliminary  estimates 
show  22  officers  ard  290  enlisted  men  were  aboard  and  no  survivors 
are  reported.    The  cause  of  the  explosion  is  believed  to  be  unknown. 
The  casualties  on  the  nearby  ships  from  the  blast  are  reported  to 
be  109  killed  and  about  600  injured  with  minor  damage  to  about 
29  ships  anchored  in  the  vicinity. 

Rear  Admiral  Sherman  with  other  staff  members  returned 
PEARL  from  HOLLAND! A. 
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A  report  from  GTG  78.2  states  that  7  merchant  ships,  the 
EGERIA  (ARL  8)  and  ACHILLES  ( ARL  41)  were  damaged  by  suicide 
attacks  in  the  LEYTE  Area  between  1130  and  1830  (-9)  12  November. 

ATULE  (S3  403)  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  (I)  sighted  1  carrier 
and  a  heavy  cruiser  north  of  LUZON .  Course  40,  speed  20.  The  sub- 
marine reported  no  planes  were  on  deck. 

GREENLING  (SS  213)  reports  sinking  1  DD  and  1  medium  tanker 
upon  departure  from  Empire  waters. 

Three  task  groups  of  Task  Force  38  struck  LUZON  on  the  13th. 

B-2U1&  bombed  both  airfields  at  IWO  JIMA  on  the  11th  and  12th. 

Sherman  031241  (pink)  outlines  the  results  of  consultation  with 
Admiral  Kinkaid  and  Generals  Sutherland,  Kenney  and  Chamberlain. 

CinCPac  062241  (pink)  passes  to  Cominch  certain  information 
received  from  Admiral  Sherman  relative  to  HOLLAND I A  Conference. 

American  Legation  U.S.  Liaison  Officer  021100  and  021155  (pink) 
outlines  tentative  scheduled  operations  in  the  Asiatic  Theater. 

Cominch  312149  (pink)  outlines  violations  by  American  planes 
in  attacking  Soviet  shipping, 

CinCSVJPA  100835  (pink)  requests  that  the  77th  Division  be  di- 
verted to  the  TACL0BAN  Area. 

CinCPOA  102013  acknowledges  the  despatch  appearing  directly 
above  in  the  affirmative. 

CinCPOA  310032  (pink)  outlines  employment  of  fighter  groups 
in  the  ICEBERG  Operation. 

ComGenPOA  010833  (pink)  outlines  employment  of  Army  fighter 
groups  in  the  DETACHMENT  Operation. 

CinCPOA  110233  (pink)  directs  CTF  57  (V.  Adm.  Hoover)  to  desig- 
nate appropriate  commander  PALAU  to  arrange  details  with  ComGen 
Ear  Eastern  Air  Force  for  employment  of  the  494th  Heavy  Bomb  Group 
in  the  PHILIPPINES j  remaining  2  squadrons  of  the  454th  Bomb  Group 
will  depart  0AHU  to  arrive  PALAU  20  November. 

ComGenPOA  112103  (pink)  concurs  in  CinCSWPA  reouest  to  divert 
77th  Division  to  TACL0BAN  Area. 

CinCPac  130901  to  Cominch  summarizes  his  estimate  of  the  situ- 
ation and  outlines  what  action  is  being  taken  in  regard  thereto. 

Cominch  131550  (pink)  approves  the  despatch  referred  to  above. 


Continued  - 
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12  November  (Oahu  date  -  Cont'd)  HQ  USEUCOM 

Com7thFleet  130113  (pink)  states  that  Royal  Australian  Air 
Force  intends  to  mine  BRUNEI  BAY  on  November  9th,  15th  and  18th. 

CinCSWPA  130248  (pink)  states  that  strategic  situation  has 
changed  and  that  it  is  now  evident  that  the  enemy  will  make  a 
decisive  stand  in  Western  LEYTE  in  order  to  delay  further  advances 
in  the  PHILIPPINES,  and  that  Army  air  strength  in  LEYTE  is  not  at 
present  sufficient  to  neutralize  enemy  bases  and  he  requests  3rd 
Fleet  to  continue  to  strike  LUZON. 

CinCPOA  130918  (pink)  cancels  previous  statement  that  BRUNEI  BAY 
might  be  hit  by  3rd  Fleet. 

CinCPOA  130343  (pink)  requests  CTF  57  (V.  Adm.  Hoover)  to  make 
strike  as  soon  as  practicable  on  WOLEAI. 

First  Sea  Lord  121904  (pink)  outlines  arrangements  for  British 
Pacific  Fleet, 

Admiralty  121915  (pink)  outlines  flag  appointments  of  British 
Pacific  Fleet. 

Com3rdFleet  130148  (pink)  states  that  he  does  not  foresee  any 
immediate  use  of  NGULU, 

Com3rdFlt  100215  suggests  carrier  groups  be  authorized  to 
strike  enemy  shipping  in  VIS AY AS  on  Nov  11th, 

Mac Arthur  101103  authorizes  and  concurs  in  above  mentioned 
suggestion  and  requests  strikes  at  discretion  on  any  targets  afloat 
in  VTSAYAN  and  LUZON  waters. 

Com3rdFlt  110249  outlines  contemplated  operations  in  the 
immediate  future  and  recommends  that  HOTFOOT  be  postponed  until 
after  INDUCTION. 

Cincpoa  120905  outlines  his  views  on  strike  on  BRUNEI  BAY. 

Com3rdFlt  110406  recommends  carrier  strike  on  BRUNEI  BAY. 

CinCSWPA  112307  requests  strikes  on  LUZON  airfields  on  14  and 
15  Nov. 

Com3rdFlt  111329  requests  authority  to  strike  central  and 
southern  LUZON  on  13  and  14  Nov, 

Cincpoa  120411  defers  HOTFOOT  operation  indefinitely, 

Com3rdFlt  011248  states  that  fast  BB's  will  be  in  position  to 
support  surface  force  at  LEYTE  as  needed  and  that  carrier  groups 
will  be  available  to  support  LEYTE  operations. 

Cincpoa  021937  directs  Com3rdFlt  to  employ  his  forces  so  as 
most  effectively  to  support  LEYTE  operations. 
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12  November  (Oahu  date  -  cont'd)  nuubtuuJM 

Com3rdFlt  011335  advises  Mac Arthur  that  the  fast  carriers 
must  not  be  risked  in  close  for  defensive  combat  air  patrol. 

ContfrdFlt  110251  requests  information  from  Cincpoa  regarding 
future  employment  of  FRANKLIN,  ENTERPRISE,  and  EELLEAU  WOOD,  also 
requests  information  regarding  expected  arrival  of  new  carriers. 

Com3rdFlt  110258  requests  BUNKER  HILL  yard  overhaul  be  deferred 
until  strength  of  TF  38  can  be  restored. 

Cincpoa  010452  requests  CinCSWPA  to  make  photo  reconnaissance 
of  BRUNEI  BAY. 

Arnold* s  312253  requests  attack  by  20th  Bomber  Command  on 
SINGAPORE . 

Cincpac  310151  outlines  coordination  of  all  forces  to  be 
employed  HOTFOOT  operation. 

Cincpoa  100713  covers  approval  of  SHERMAN,  CHAMBERLIN,  LEAVEY, 
and  WHITLOCK  agreements  regarding  logistical  support  in  the 
PHILIPPINES. 

CinCSWPA  070610  to  Chief  of  Staff,  Washington,  outlines  the 
approved  Logistic  Support  of  Pacific  Ocean  Areas  support  in  the 
PHILIPPINES. 

% 

Cominch  3HJ545  outlines  his  views  on  temporary  naval  facili- 
ties for  the  immediate  future  at  SAN  PEDRO  BAY  and  the  LUZON 
area. 


Task  Groups  38.1  (R.Adm.  Montgomery)  and  38.4  (R.Adm.  Davison) 
will  proceed  to  the  fueling  area  on  16  November.    Task  Group  38.3 
(R.Adm.  Sherman)  was  directed  to  proceed  to  ULITHI  to  arrive 
morning  of  17  November  and  be  ready  for  sea  at  dawn  21  November. 
Task  Group  38.2  (R.Adm.  Bogan)  will  rendezvous  with  other  groups 
at  fueling  area  on  the  morning  of  the  16th. 


Com7thFlt  reports  that  reconnaissance  of  BRUNEI  BAY  on  the 
morning  of  12  November  resulted  lighting  of  no  shipping  in  that 
port. 

An  enemy  submarine  was  sunk  by  escort  vessels  at  31-48  N, 
139-52  W  (mid-way  between  Honolulu  and  San  Francisco)  after  a 
two  hour  attack  during  which  time  many  underwater  explosions  were 
heard.    The  submarine  surfaced  upside  down  and  than  sank.  Many 
articles  with  Japanese  inscriptions  were  picked  up  on  the  surface, 

JALLA0  (SS  368)  made  contact  with  HAYATAKA  CV,  1  CA  and  3  DD 
at  21-02  N,  118-38  E  (  SW  of  S  tip  of  FORMOSA)  in  the  early  morning 
of  13  November,    This  submarine  missed  the  carrier,  expending  six 


13  November  (Oahu  date) 


torpedoes. 


-  Continued  - 
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13  November  (Oahu  date  -  Cont'd) 

BERG-ALL  (SS  320)  reports  results  of  war  patrol.  Returned 
8  November,  sinking  1  small  craft,  1  medium  AK  (4,000  tons), 
1  large  oiler  (16,800  tons),  for  a  total  of  21,500  tons. 

DACE  (SS  247)  summarizes  war  patrol,  returning  6  November (I) . 
Sunk  1  AO  (10,000  tons),  1  AK  (7,500  tons),  1  ATAG0  Class  heavy 
cruiser  (9,900  tons). 

Report  received  from  PALAU  states  that  200  Japs  landed  at 
NGEREG0NG  ISLAND.  PALAU  (7  Miles  NE  of  PELELIU)  during  a  storm 
on  8-9  November  (I),    Our  patrol  was  evacuated  under  cover  of 
LCI* s  without  loss. 

Results  of  the  fast  carrier  task  force  strikes  on  LUZON  on  13 
November  (H)  have  been  received.    Evidently  complete  surprise  was 
effected  and  resulted  in  the  sinking  of  2  DD  and  11  medium  to 
large  AK's  and  AO's,  damaged  1  NATORI  Class  CL,    and  scored  4 
torpedo  hits  in  a  floating  drydock.    Port  facilities  were  observed 
to  be  burning  in  the  late  afternoon.    About  20  planes  were  air- 
borne over  the  land  targets  and  18  of  these  were  shot  down  together 
with  10  others  shot  down  near  the  task  force.    At  MANILA  130  to 
140  single  and  twin-engine  planes  were  observed  on  the  ground  at 
Clark  and  Legaspi  Fields.    These  were  strafed  but  no  signs  were 
reported  of  their  burning.    Our  losses  were  reported  to  be  6  planes 
as  a  result  of  AA  fire, 

Cominch  121737  (pink)  outlines  his  views  regarding  the  British 
Pacific  Pleat  and  its  method  of  employment, 

MacArthur  140309  (pink)  states  approval  of  Philippine  Base  Re- 
port signed  4  November  at  B0LLANDIA  by  P0A  and  SWPA  representatives, 

Cominch  131955  establishes  the  Philippine  Sea  Frontier  under 
Com7thFlt  and  outlines  limits  of  the  frontier, 

CinCPOA  141037  requests  assent  of  CinCSWFA  for  ComServPac  to 
communicate  directly  with  Com7thFlt  and  ComSerFor  7th  Fleet  on 
matters  pertaining  to  logistics, 

CinCPOA  132107  to  Com3rdFlt  outlines  regulation  of  operating 
forces  regarding  upkeep  and  overhaul.    Also  indicates  that  carriers 
FRANKLIN  and  BELLEAU  V.'OOD  will  not  be  returned  to  service  in 
forward  areas  before  February. 
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An  incomplete  report  of  the  strike  on  LUZON,  14  Nov  (I), 
by  CTF  38  indicates  that  9  enemy  VF  were  shot  down  plus  30 
destroyed  on  the  ground.    In  LUND OR 0  STRAIT  2  AO's,  apparently 
loaded  with  aviation  gas,  were  left  in  flames.     In  MANILA 
HARBOR  and  CAVITE  one  large  AK  was  sunk,  a  possible  ammunition 
ship  was  blown  up  and  15  AK*s,  1  AO,  and  one  AP  were  hit  and 
damaged.    Sightings  in  the  harbor  on  the  14th  were  estimated 
to  total  25  ships  ranging  from  three  thousand  to  ten  thousand 
tons  each.     The  I.1ANILA  dock  area  was  severely  damaged,  many 
large  fires  being  reported.     CAVITE  oil  tanks,  CAVITE  hangar 
and  Navy  Yard  facilities  were  hit  with  a  great  number  of  bombs. 
No  report  of  our  losses  has  been  received. 

BARB(3S-220)  scored  one  hit  on  a  "AKAGI"  class  GV  at 
32-45  N  127-05  E  (south  of  KOREA). 

HALIBUT  (S3-232)  was  severely  damaged  by  heavy  depth 
charging  north  of  LUZON.  Radio  was  put  out  of  commission  but 
she  was  reported  to  be  able  to  dive.     She  is  now  enroute 
SALTAN  in  company  with  the  PINTADO. 

CinCPac  150524  requests  CominCh  to  take  action  in 
supplying  Transport  CVE's  for  Pacific  Eleet,  due  to  critical 
shortage  of  CVS  lift  during  1st  quarter  of  1945. 

CinCS'vVPA  150235  suggested  to  Com3rdFlt  that  CLARK  FIELD, 
as  well  as  FORMOSA  fields,  will  be  profitable  targets  for  future 
strikes. 


15  November  ( Oahu  date ) 

3  Groups  of  TF  38  (38.1,  38.2,  38.3),  after  fueling  on  16  Nov 
(I),  will  operate  in  an  area  northeast  of  LEYTE  approximately  250 
miles  east  of  the  mainland. 

On  the  morning  of  15  Nov  forces  under  RAdm  Barbey  effected 
a  landing  on  PEG-UN  ISLAND  in  the  IvIAPlA  group  160  miles  northwest 
of  BIAK.    No  opposition  was  encountered.     The  island  was  taken 
as  a  proposed  ^oran  and  weather  station. 

Supplemental  report  from  TF  38  indicates  that  during  the 
strike  on  LUZON,  13  Nov,  Blue  losses  number  17  planes  instead 
of  6  as  originally  reported. 

SCABBARDFISH  (33-397)  contacted  1  AK  and  4  escorts  night 
of  16  Nov  (I)  east  of  CHICHI  JIMA.    The  AK  was  sunk  with  one 
hit  being  made  out  of  four  fired. 
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15  November  (Oahu  date)   ( cont'd) 

CTF  38  (VAdm  McCain)  shifted  the  Flag  fro:.,  the  WASP 
to  the  HANCOCK  on  17  Nov. 

Effective  15  Nov  TF  72  was  abolished.    All  submarine 
facilities  operating  under  the  7th  Fleet  have  been  incorporated 
into  TF  71  with  RAdm  Christie  as  Task  Force  Commander. 

CinCoVVPA  160733  (pink)  outlines  the  proposed  cover  plan 
for  M-l  Operation. 

ComGenPOA  150703  proposes  to  recommend  to  the  War  Department 
that  the  category  of  defenses  for  the  Hawaiian  Area  will  be 
modified. 

CinCPac  160546  outlines  changes  in  task  force  designations 
effective  20  Nov  1944. 

CinCPOA  160042  recommends  holding  the  97th  and  86th  Infantry- 
Divisions  on  the  mainland  until  called  for  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  facilities  are  overloaded  in  the  Hawaiian  Area. 

V/edemeyer  151020  approves  "Fivesome"  agreement  dated  5  Nov 
1944,  signed  at  HOILANDIA,  with  the  exceptions  noted. 

CinCSv/PA  160101  (pink)  indicates  that  he  intends  to  adhere 
to  the  present  dates  for  the  L-3  and  M-l  Operations  and  requests 
certain  operations  be  carried  out  by  fast  carriers  and  also 
indicates  desire  for  two  new  battleships  to  augment  7th  Fleet 
forces  covering  landing  areas. 


16  November  (Oahu  date) 

All  troops  and  stores  were  landed  on  PEG-UN  by  1700  (I) 
15  Nov.     15  Japs  committed  suicide.     About  200  moved  to  nearby 
BRAS  ISLAND  where  they  were  subjected  to  air  and  surface 
bombardment  on  the  16th. 

Chinese  announced  that  the  fall  of  KWEILIN  and  LIUCHOW 
took  place  on  11  Nov. 

RONQUTL  (3S-396)  reported  2  holes  in  pressure  hull  after 
gun  fight  but  is  able  to  make  an  emergency  dive. 

3EAF0X  (33-402)  reported  that  it  took  11  torpedoes  to  sink 
one  medium  stack- aft  vessel  southwest  of  KYUSHU. 

Photo  evaluation  of  the  force  sighted  in  BRUNEI  BAY  16 
Nov  is  as  follows:     1  possible  Kongo  class  BB,  1  Nachi  class 
CA,  1  probable  CL,  6  DD,  2  large  AO's,  1  large  freighter 
transport,  5  Alt's,    No  carriers  were  sighted. 
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16  November  (Oahu  date)  (Cont'd)  HQUSEUCOM 

25  B-24's  accompanied  by  56  fighters  bombed  BACOLOD 
airfield  (NEGROS ) ,  kits  were  concentrated  on  the  air  strip 
and  revetment  areas.     Blue  planes  shot  down  6  and  damaged 
3  of  13  airborne  Jap  fighters. 

B-24*s  attacked  shipping  at  HAHA  and  CHICHI  JTKA  on  the 
15th  and  16th;  no  results  reported. 

CinCSWPA  160017  (pink)  requests  Chief  of  Staff,  ,Var 
Department,  to  transfer  certain  Army  forces  in  the  South  Pacific 
to  the  Southwest  Pacific. 

CinCPOA  170200  (pink)  answers  CinCSWPA' s  160101  relative 
to  employment  of  naval  forces  in  the  MIND0R0  and  LUZON  Operations 

CinCPOA  170240  (pink)  outlines  the  reasons  for  delay  in  the 
DETACHLiENT  and  ICEBERG  Operations  and  announces  a  two  week  delay 
in  target  date  for  both  operations. 

ComGenPOA  170248  (pink)  advises  CinCPOA  on  matters 
pertaining  to  mounting  areas  for  certain  divisions. 

CinCPOA  170220  (pink)  states  that  a  conference  will  be  held 
by  CinCPOA  at  an  early  date  to  determine  the  availability  of 
Army  service  units  for  ICEBERG  and  that  representatives  of 
ComGenPOA,  ComGenAAFPOA,  and  ComGenlOthArmy  attend. 

ComGenPOA  170957  (pink)  states  that  recommendations  will  be 
made  regarding  disposition  of  Army  Divisions  after  the 
conference  referred  to  in  despatch  above.  . 

ComGenPOA  162121  (pink)  advises  that  2800  ground  force 
replacements  can  be  furnished  for  24th  Corps. 


17  November  (Oahu  date) 


Three  groups  of  TF  38  are  scheduled  to  strike  LUZON  on 
the  19th  (38.1,  38.3,  33.4).    TG  38.3  is  at  ULITHI  at  the 
present  time. 

Amplified  report  from  Com3rdFlt  gives  the  final  score 
for  TF  38  attacks  on  central  LUZON  targets  13th  and  14th  Nov  (I). 

Final  report  First  Rpt 

a.  Airborne  planes  destroyed  at  target              34  25 

b.  Airborne  planes  destroyed  at  force                11  12 

c.  Grounded  planes  destroyed  39* 

Total  Planes  destroyed  "84™ 

*  75  Other  planes  were  strafed  but  did  not  burn. 
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Ships  sunk  (1  CL,  4  DD,3  AO, 9  ATC) 

Barges  &  small  craft  sunk 

Ships  damaged  at 

Small  craft  damaged 

Own  combat  losses (Including  at 

least  20  by  AA) 
Own  operational  losses 

Total  our  plane  losses 
Our  personnel  losses 


Final  Rpt. 
17 

32 

least  20 
several 

34 
11 


First 

~rr 

"many" 
? 

i 


Rpt, 


45 

not  reported. 


3PAD3FI3H  (3S-411)  sank  an  Otaka  class  CVE  with  4  hits 
at  2230  (I)  on  the  17th.    This  CVE  was  sunk  west  of  CHUSAN 
AR CHIPS L AGO .     In  addition  the  SPADSFISH  sank  a  large  AK  in  the 
same  area  on  the  13th, 

^UEENFISH  (3S-393)  obtained  2  hits  on  a  CVE  west  of  KYUSHU 
on  the  15th. 

BARB  (SS-220)  damaged  a  large  carrier  west  of  KYUSHU  on  the 
15th.     In  addition  the  BARB  sank  1  large  AP  and  4  AK's  and 
probably  sunk  another  AK. 

SAURY  (SS-189)  operating  north  of  CHICHI  J IMA  reports  one 
hit  on  a  medium  tanker  on  the  17th.    The  SAURY  missed  with  4 

torpedoes  at  close  range  when  the  enemy  twice  attempted  to  ram 
her. 

FLOUNDER  (3S-251)  reports  sinking  a  NAZI  submarine  on  the 

10th  south  of  BORNEO  in  the  JAVA  SEA,     2  Hits  were  made  and  the 
enemy  submarine  was  observed  to  sink. 

At  CHICHI  JIMA  on  the  17th  mines  were  laid  2 J  miles 
southwest  of  the  Island  by  aircraft. 

CinCPOA  160232  (pink)  indicates  to  ComGenPOA  that  certain 
questions  raised  will  be  submitted  to  the  JCS  through  prescribed 
channels  and  further  states  that  CinCPac  is  inclined  to  recom- 
mend reduction  of  mobile  unit  defense  forces  in  the  Hawaiian 
Area  even  more  than  that  proposed  by  ComGenPOA. 

CominCh  171835  (pink)  outlines  concurrence  by  JCS  in  a  delay 
in  the  target  date  for  DETACHMENT  and  ICEBERG. 

ARNOLD'S  172312  (pink)  accepts  the"FIVESOME"agreement  with 
certain  reservations. 

Com3rdFlt  180105  (pink)  states  that  unless  otherwise 
directed  by  Mac Arthur  three  groups  will  strike  LUZON  Nov  19th 
and  that  a  decision  to  strike  again  on  the  20th  will  be  reserved 
pending  results  of  the  first  days  strike. 
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ClnCFOA  180935  (pink)  directs  delay  of  DETACHMENT  and 
ICEBERG  operations  until  3  February  and  15  March  respectively 
(East  Longitude  dates). 

CinCPOA  180430  outlines  to  ComFwdArea  that  facilities  be 
made  available  at  AGANA  by  1  January. 


18  November  (Oahu  date) 

Preliminary  report  on  the  I WO  JIMA  bombardment  by 
CTG  30.2  (RAdm.  Smith)  consisting  of  the  OA's  CHESTER, 
PEN3AC0LA,  SALT  LAKE  CITY  plus  6  DD's,  follows:  Bombardment 
lasted  from  2350  11  Nov  (I)  to  0103  12  Nov  (I).  Tactical 
surprise  was  achieved.    Upon  completion  of  bombardment  large 
fires  were  observed.    Shore  batteries  failed  to  commence  firing 
for  a  period  of  8  minutes  after  our  bombardment  commenced. 
Total  of  about  150  flashes  were  observed  from  enemy  shore 
batteries.    No  enemy  planes  were  sighted  and  no  damage  was 
inflicted  on  our  ships,  planes  or  personnel. 

Assault  forces  from  the  31st  Division  landed  at  BRAS 
ISLAND  at  0800  16  Nov  (I).    This  landing  was  preceded  by 
heavy  surface  and  air  bombardment.    Report  states  moderate 
resistence  was  encountered  and  that  progress  is  satisfactory. 

CTF  57  (VAdm  Hoover)  reported  that  NGEREGONG  ISLAND, 
in  the  PALAU  Group,  was  reo coupled  15  Nov  by  our  troops. 
On  9  Nov  about  200  Japs  made  a  landing  on  this  island  and 
drove  our  patrols  therefrom. 

CTG  30.7  reports  making  seven  hedgehog  attacks  on  a 
submarine  at  12-39  N  130-48  E  (  250  miles  east  of  3AMAR). 
L.C.  TAYLOR  (DE-415)  made  these  hedgehog  attacks  and  on  the 
third  try  three  explosions  resulted  with  considerable  oil 
and  debris  coming  to  the  surface.    A  large  oil  slick  three 
miles  long  was  observed  twenty-four  hours  later. 

CTG  77.2  (RAdm  Vi'eyler)  reports  that  on  the  evening  of 
the  18th  the  CAP  had  been  secured  due  to  weather.    One  bogey 
approached  completely  undetected  and  dived  on  the  COLUMBIA 
(CL-56)  dropping  a  bomb  300  yards  from  the  ship.    No  mention 
is  made  of  any  damage,  however,  report  states  that  no 
personnel  casualties  were  reported. 

Continued  strikes  were  carried  out  by  B-241s  on  CHICHI 
JIMA,  IW0  JIMA  and  HAH A  JIMA.  , 
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19  November  (Oahu  date) 

Strikes  on  LUZON  were  made  by  planes  from  TF  38  on  19  Nov 
(I).  Com3rdFltts  preliminary  report  indicates  that  10  Japanese 
planes  were  shot  down  over  LUZON  and  more  than  100  destroyed  on 
the  ground.  Over  250  planes  were  observed  on  the  various  air- 
fields, many  of  them  appearing  to  have  been  previously  damaged. 
An  attack  by  20  Japanese  aircraft  believed  by  Com3rdFlt  to  have 
come  from  FORMOSA  was  broken  up  without  damage  to  the  force,  and 
8  Japanese  bombers  were  shot  down. 

2  large  AK's  and  1  large  AO  were  burned  in  MANILA  BAY 
by  planes  of  this  strike.     Only  2  medium  API's  and  1  small  AK 
were  observed  to  be  fully  surfaced  and  on  an  even  keel  in  MANILA 
BAY.     No  shipping  was  sighted  at  CAVTTS . 

CTG  78.2  (RAdm  FECBTLER )  reports  that  Jap  planes  were 
overhead  in  the  LEYTE  area  8  different  times  on  the  18th.  At 
0712  the  ALPINE  ( APA  92)  was  holed  3  feet  above  the  waterline 
as  the  result  of  an  enemy  plane  exploding  50  feet  off  the  port 
side.    Report  indicates  that  16  were  wounded  on  this  ship  and 
an  LCM  alongside  was  sunk;  4  of  the  crew  are  reported  missing. 
On  the  19th  at  LEYTE  an  enemy  plane  crashed  into  the  bow  of 
the  ALCOA  PIONEER,  killing  4  and  injuring  10. 

On  the  20th  MISSISSINEWA  (AO  59)  was  sunk  by  an  enemy  sub 
at  ULITHI  opposite  MUGAI  CHANNEL.    Report  indicates  that  many- 
survivors  were  rescued  but  that  the  casualties  were  undetermined 
at  the  present  time. 

Three  convoys  were  attacked  by  enemy  fighters  approximately 
10-3 ON,  150-00E,  about  200  miles  north  of  TRUK.    On  the  19th 
an  Army  plane  sighted  a  surfaced  submarine  trailing  a  Liberty 
ship  between  0AHU  and  SAN  FRANCISCO.    The  plane  circled  for 
about  ten  minutes  after  the  sub  had  submerged. 

On  the  17th  B-29's  photographed  an  800-foot  CV  afloat 
and  under  construction  at  NAGASAKI.    The  flight  deck  appeared 
to  be  175-f eet  completed. 

Heavy  air  strikes  were  carried  out  on  NSGR0S,  MINDANAO , 
and  CEBU  by  B-24*s  and  8-25*3.    Targets  were  the  airfields. 

A  report  from  CinCSWPA  covering  our  casualties  in  the 
LEYTE  operation  as  of  17  Nov  is  as  follows:    K  -  1,073;  V/  - 
4,277;  M  -  122.    Enemy  casualties  to  16  Nov:     18,778  killed, 
95  captured. 

B-29*s  from  the  21st  Bomber  Command  took  off  to  TOKYO 
area  at  202032Z. 

Clncpoa  200312  outlines  to  ComFwdArea  that  the  island 
commands  of  SAIPAN,  TINIAN,  and  GUAM  are  co-equal  and  are 
responsible  only  to  ComFwdArea. 
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19  November  (Oahu  date  -  contTd) 

Halsey  200720  (pink)  outlines  his  estimate  of  the 
situation. 

Cincpoa  200043  (pink)  covers  tour  of  duty  of  carrier  air 
groups  and  further  indicates  to  Com3rdFlt  that  ComNav Air Bases 
GUAM  is  ComAirPa^s  forward  representative. 

Cincpoa  200113  (pink)  refers  to  transfer  of  SoPacBaCom 


20  November  (Oahu  date) 

A  report  has  been  received  giving  further  details  of  the 
submarine  attack  at  ULITHI  reported  yesterday.     CruDiv  5,  while 
engaging  in  a  sortie,  was  attacked  by  submarines  about  sunrise 
on  the  20th  (I).     CASE  (DD-370)  rammed  a  midget  sub  at  0538  (-9) 
on  20  Nov.    Reports  received  yesterday  indicated  that  the 
MI33I3SINEV/A  (AO-59)  was  torpedoed  at  anchor  some  17  minutes 
later  (0555).    On  the  20th  reports  indicate  that  three  midget  subs 
have  been  sunk  and  contacts  were  reported  throughout  the  day. 

TG  38.3  is  at  ULITHI;  TG's  38.1  and  38.2  are  operating 
off  eastern  PHILIPPINES  and  TG'38.4  is  enroute  to  ULITHI  and  will 
attack  YAP  with  96  VP  carrying  Napalm  bombs  and  rockets  the 
morning  of  22  Nov  (I). 

SEALI0N  (SS-315)  reported  at  1800  (GOT)  20  Nov  (0300  21st ((-9) 
that  she  attacked  an  enemy  TP  26  N  121-15  E  (north  of  FORMOSA)  course 
050,  speed  16.     The  composition  of  this  force  was  reported  to  be 
2  BB's,  2  cruisers,  3  DD's.    Report  stated  that  three  definite 
hits  were  made  on  one  battleship  resulting  in  a  violent  explosion 
and  flames;  also  one  hit  on  a  second  battleship.     At  0524  (-9) 
when  about  to  make  a  second  attack  on  the  1st  battleship  she  blew 
up  and  sank.    Heavy  seas  prevented  the  3EALI0N  from  further  pursuit 
of  this  force. 

CTF  94  (VAdm  Hoover)  reported  that  an  enemy  submarine  was 
probably  sunk  the  19th  near  the  west  entrance  of  F0S30L  ROADS  by 
2  DS's  the  C0FFLIN  (DE-439)  and  McCOY  REYNOLDS  (DE-440).  Explosion 
and  floating  debris  of  Japanese  characters  were  observed. 

+r-  GURNARD  (33-254)  arrived  FREKEKTLS  on  17  Nov  from  7th  war 
part'ol.  Summary:     Sank  one  large  AO,  1  large  AK  (10,000  tons)  and 
damaged  one  large  AO  and  one  large  AK. 

Supplemental  report  has  been  issued  by  TF  38  stating  that  total 
planes  shot  down  on  the  19th  by  TF  38  was  26  instead  of  18. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  21st  (I),  east  of  central  MINDANAO, 
ComCarDiv  29  (RAdm  Durgin)  reported  an  attack  by  3  Japanese 
bombers.    2  Bombs  were  dropped  on  the  convoy  and  one  plane 
strafed  a  CVE;  no  damage  resulted  therefrom.     One  twin-engine 
bomber  was  shot  down  by  automatic  weapons. 

Our  ground  forces  have  completed  occupation  of  the  entire 
MAPI A  ISLANDS  and  have  landed  troops  on  the  ASIA  ISLANDS 
northwest  of  western  NEW  GUINEA. 

CinCPOA  202255  (pink)  states  that  after  ContfrdFlt's  plan 
of  strikes  preparatory  to  INDUCTION  has  been  determined  CinCPOA 
will  inform  ComGen20th  Air  Force  of  aid  desired  from  the  20th 
Bomber  Command, 


21  November  {Oahu  date) 

Admiral  Nimitz,  Rear  Admiral  Sherman,  and  other  staff 
members  departed  Pearl  for  San  Francisco. 

TG  38.2  is  now  in  area  READY  (13-55N  132-47  E) ,  and 
TG  38.3  is  enroute  to  that  area  from  ULITHI.    TG  3S.4  is  at 
ULITHI ,  and  TG  38.1  is  enroute  thereto. 

Personnel  casualties  due  to  loss  of  MISS ISS INS V/A  (A0-59) 
on  the  20th  are  reported  as  10  enlisted  men  known  dead;  30 
officers,  47  enlisted  men  missing;  17  officers,  221  enlisted 
men  rescued. 

S C ABBARDFI 3H  (SS-397)  at  33-46  N  141-35  t  (S  of  HONSHU) 
sank  one  medium  AO  with  2  hits,  and  damaged  one  medium 
unidentified  vessel  with  one  hit. 

SEAL  (SS-183) ,  operating  SEA  of  OKHOTSK,  reports  sinking 
2  AK's. 

SAILFI3H  (SS-192)  on  4  Nov  in  FORMOSA  STRAIT  sank  2  DD's 
out  of  a  hunter-killer  group  of  7  ships. 

Gom3rdFlt,s  final  report  on  the  air  strikes  against  LUZON 
on  the  19th  shows  the  following: 

Planes  shot  down  28     (2  additional} 

(16  over  target,  12  over  force) 
Planes  destroyed  on  ground  110    (10  additional) 

Ships  sunk  or  burning  6    (3  additional) 

(3  med.AK,  1  AO,  1  PC,  1  coastal  AK) 


Ships  hit 
Small  craft  burned  or  sunk 


4  (no  previous  report) 
7    (no  previous  report) 
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21  November  ( Oahu  date)  (cont'd) 

There  are  no  reports  to  indicate  any  change  in  the 
ground  situation  on  LEYTE.     Over  the  western  part  of  the 
island  on  the  19th,  24  enemy  fighters  were  attacked,  6  being 
shot  down.     7  B-24*s  from  BIAK,  staged  through  LEYTE,  bombed 
buildings  and  jetties  at  PALDMPON  in  W  LEYTE.     On  night  of 
19-20  our  PT  boats  sank  4  loaded  barges  S  of  ORMOC. 

CenPac  air  forces  continued  strikes  against  ROTA,  PALAU, 
YAP,  and  TRUK.     At  the  latter  place,  land-based  fighters  for 
the  first  time  escorted  bombers. 

Usual  strikes  by  SWP  air  forces  continued  against  BORNEO, 
CELEBES,  and  AMBON. 

CTF  57  170140  summarizes  operations  during  period  11-15 

Nov. 


22  November  (Oahu  date) 

TG's  33. 2  and  38.3  will  fuel  on  23  Nov  in  Area  CONDOR 
(13-55  N  130-15  E);  then  proceed  to  strike  LUZON  on  25  and 
26  Nov. 

Com7thPlt  reports  that  at  211415(1)  3  unidentified  surface 
groups  entered  ORMOC  BAY.     At  1100  4  small  AKTs  were  observed 
N  of  LEYTE  on  northerly  course.     Between  1025  and  1530  one 
medium  AK,  5  small  AK*s  and  3  PC's  were  observed  HE  of  PAN AY , 
headed  NE. 

TF  92  ( CruDiv  1,  DesRon  57)  at  220909  (OCT)  completed 
bombardment  of  KATSUVfA,  with  resulting  heavy  fires  and 
explosions.    There  was  no  return  fire. 

SV/P  search  planes  continued  to  attack  shipping,  sinking 
or  probably  sinking  1  DE,  1  small  AK,  1  coastal  AK,  and  1 
lugger. 

Com7thFlt  reports  that  the  midget  submarine  menace  is 
increasing  in  and  east  of  the  PHILIPPINES.  No  details  were 
given , 

CenPac  airforces  continued  strikes  against  the  MAR3HALLS, 
B0NINS,  and  CAROLINES. 

On  the  21st  China-based  B-29's  bombed  0KURA  (56  planes), 
SHANGHAI  (10  planes),  NANKING  (5  planes)  and  targets  of 
opportunity  (10  planes).     Average  bomb  load  was  3«I  tons. 
Enemy  interceptors  were  active ;  20  were  destroyed ,  19  probably 
destroyed,  and  26  damaged.    6  B-29*s  are  missing.  Personnel 
losses  include  12  killed,  3  wounded  and  78  missing.  ~  _ 
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22  November  (Oahu  date)   (cont'd)  MUifcbuuJM 

NANNING ,  CHINA  (22-40  N  108-05  S)  was  evacuated  by 
U.S.  personnel  on  the  20th,  and  all  airdrome  facilities 
were  demolished. 

Land  operations  on  LEYTE  remain  as  previously  reported, 
with  the  enemy  making  a  determined  stand  in  the  LBION  area. 
Our  casualties  through  the  20th  are:    KIA.  1176;     '.VIA,  4729: 
MIA,  131. 

CNO  announces  that  the  PHILIPPINE  SEA  FRONTIER  was 
established  13  Nov  as  a  separate  command  under  Com7thFlt. 


23  November  (Oahu  date)  // 

Com7thFlt  reports  that  at  231515  (I)  3  SB's,  1  CV,  and 
7  small  ships  were  anchored  in  KIRUN  HARBOR,  north  FORMOSA. 
In  the  forenoon  of  the  23rd  a  heavy  concentration  of  merchant 
and  tanker  shipping  was  observed  in  north  BORNEO  ports. 
OomNavGroup  CHINA  reports  that  at  231445  (I)  a  convoy  of  9  AO's, 
1  OA,  and  6  escorts  was  sighted  off  east  coast  of  INDO  CHINA, 
course  350,  speed  10.     A  British  source  reports  that  on  18  Nov, 
off  ST.  JACQUES  (SAIGON),  there  were  assembled  27  AP's  with 
12  escorts  left  for  an  unknown  destination.    ATULE  (S3-403),  at 
241500  (I),  reported  1  NATO HI  CL,  1  DD,  1  tender,  and  1  PC 
northbound  off  CAPE  BOJEADOR. 

The  wolf pack  "Sandy's  Sluggers"  ( BANG,  RSDFISH,  and  SHAD ) 
eliminated  a  7-ship  convoy  NE  of  FORMOSA.  BANG  (SS-385)  sank 
4,  damaged  1.    REDFISH  (3S-395)  sank  2,  in  addition  to  2  sampans 
previously  sunk  by  gunfire. 

The  land  action  on  LEYTE  has  apparently  turned  in  our 
favor  with  32nd  Inf  Div  breaking  through  the  enemy's  defense  in 
the  LB-ION  area  and  driving  south  to  LEYTE  RIVER  (which  is  just 
south  of  LIMON).     Our  artillery  is  reported  to  have  inflicted 
heavy  casualties  on  the  enemy,  forced  him  to  commit  his  forces 
in  piecemeal  attacks,  and  disrupted  all  attempts  to  make  a 
coordinated  counterattack.     11th  Airborne  Div  has  been  landed 
on  LEYTE  (by  surface  ships)  and  is  relieving  7th  Inf  Div.  Our 
casualties  to  include  the  21st  are:    KIA,  1214;  WIA,  4730; 


MIA,  95. 


CinCo.VPA  reports  enemy  casualties,  as  follows: 


AREA 

MOROTAI 

MAPIA 

N0SKF00R 

BIAK 

MAFFIN  BAY 


KILLED 


350 
167 
1987 
6805 
3995 


POV/S 
17 


260 
501 
56 


W7 
167 
2247 
7306 
4051 


TOTAL 


214^ 
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AREA 


KILLED 


POV/S 


TOTAL 


HOLLANDIA 
AIT  APE 

CAPS  CL0UCE3TER 


4500 
9132 
4317 


651 
153 
344 


5151 
9285 
466I 


TOTAL 


31253 


33235 


SWF  Alrforces  on  the  21st  and  22nd  flew  over  200  sorties 
in  attacks  against  targets  in  the  PHILIPPINE  area  concentrating 
against  NEGRO 3  and  MINDANAO.     B-24's  also  hit  supply  dumps 
and  barracks  south  of  ORMOC.    Searchplanes  sank  2  small  AK*s 
and  damaged  two  others  near  PALAWAN  and  PANAY. 

CenPac  Airf orces  continued  strikes  against  the  BONINS, 
PAGAN,  and  CAROLINES. 

On  night  of  22nd  9  enemy  planes  raided  MOROTAI , 
destroying  15  planes  (  3  B-25,  4  B-24,  1  PV,  7  A-20) ,  and 
damaging  34  (18  E-25's,  8  B-24ts,  2  PV,  6  A-20's).    3  Men 
were  killed  and  8  wounded.    1  Enemy  plane  was  destroyed 
and  1  probably  destroyed.     Another  raid  was  reported  before 
dawn  on  the  24th,  but  no  details  have  been  received. 

SWP  Airf orces  continued  wide  spread  attacks  against 
BORNEO,  CELEBES,  HALMAHERA,  AMBON ,  TIMOR,  and  the  V0GELK0P. 

Preliminary  report  of  the  B-29  strike  against  the  TOKYO 
Area  on  the  24th,  from  I3LEY  FIELD,  3AIPAN,  states  that 
111  planes  were  airborne.    13  Returned  early.    4  Squadrons 
hit  the  NAKAJIMA-MUSA3HIN0  Aircraft  factory;  2  Squadrons 
hit  the  TOKYO  wharf  area;     2  Squadrons  hit  the  TOKYO  urban 
area;  and  1  Squadron  bombed  targets  of  opportunity.     AA  fire 
was  moderate  to  inaccurate.     Interception  was  slight  to 
moderate.    Reports  indicate  that  all  but  three  aircraft 
returned;  that  these  three  landed  in  the  water  off  east  coast 
HONSHU.     Our  submarines  are  attempting  to  effect  rescue. 


On  night  17-18  Nov  (I)  200  Japs  from  K0ROR  using  20-man 
rafts  and  individual  float  bags  attacked  LCITs  in  SCH0NIAN  Har- 
bor.   All  were  killed  except  1  POW.    Damage  to  LCI's,  if  any, 
was  unreported. 

At  1920  on  the  24th  enemy  bombers  attacked  shipping  in 
LEYTE  GULF.     1  merchant  ship  was  slightly  damaged,  and  PC1124 
and  LCI976  were  badly  damaged.    At  1115  on  the  24th  a  Jap  suicide 
plane  damaged  the  JAMES  0'HARA  (APA90)  off  E  LEYTE  Coast. 

Com7thFlt  reports  several  sightings;  2  CL's,  3  DD's,  3  DE's, 
3  Auxiliaries,  and  2  SC's  were  anchored  at  SANTA  CRUZ  (W  MIND0R0 ) 
at  25OOI5  (I).     At  241900  (I)  4  CL's  were  proceeding  from  MANILA 


24  November  (Oahu  date) 
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24  November  (Oahu  date) (cont'd) 

BAY  into  VERDE  ISLAND  PASSAGE.    Near  BRUNEI  BAY  at  250920  (I) 
31  small  AK 1 s ,  2  SC's  and  2  DE's  were  on  course  220,  speed  10. 

HADDOCK  (SS231),  NE  of  LUZON  reports  1  AK  probably  sunk  and 
1  AK  damaged,  for  a  total  of  11,000  tons. 

The  ground  situation  on  LEYTE  continues  to  progress  favor- 
ably.    3 2d.  InfDiv  has  advanced  south  of  LEYTE  RIVER.    A  strong 
enemy  counterattack:  was  repulsed.     Our  casualties  to  include 
the  22d  are:    KIA,  1245;  WlA,  4846;  MIA,  100.    Enemy  casualties 
are:    Killed,  20,259;  captured,  175. 

LEYTE  based  fighters  were  reported  by  CinCSWPA  to  have 
sunk  1  DD  and  2  AP's,  and  fired  and  beached  a  3rd  AP  off  SW 
MASBATE .  4,500  of  an  estimated  6,000  troops  were  killed  or 
drowned. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  there  were  two  enemy  air  raids. 
25-30  planes,  some  of  them  twin-engine  bombers,  dropped  bombs 
and  incendiaries  on  TACL0BAN  strip  and  SAN  PABLO  BAY.  There 
was  no  damage  to  shipping;  damage  to  ground  installations  was 
unreported.    The  Army  reports  shooting  down  27  of  the  planes, 
losing  one  in  the  process. 

CTF  77.2  reports  that  there  were  numerous  bogeys  in  the 
LEYTE  area  on  the  23rd,     12  enemy  planes  were  reported  shot 
down. 

SWP  air  forces  continued  wide-spread  attacks  against  enemy 
installations  on  BORNEO,  CELEBES,  TIMOR,  TALAUD,  NEtf  GUINEA 
and  the  BISMARCKS-S0L0MONS  area. 

CenPac  air  forces  continued  neutralization  strikes  in  the 
CAROLINES,  MARIANAS ,  B0NINS ,  and  MARSHALLS. 

ComFwdArea  210920  gives  progress  report  on  ANGAUR  and 
PELELIU  15-19  Nov. 

ComFwdArea  210910  summarizes  operations  16-20  Noy. 


25  November  (Oahu  date) 

TG  38.3  is  at  sea  in  vicinity  of  area  READY  (13-55  N  134-47E) 
TG  38.2  is  enroute  to  ULITHI.    TG's  38.1  and  38.4  are  at  ULITHI. 

TG  38.2  and  38.3  in  their  strikes  against  LUZON  on  the  25th 
sustained  a  well  coordinated  attack  by  the  enemy  air  force  which 
combined  low  level  simulated  torpedo  attacks  with  suicide  dives. 
The  INTREPID  (CV  11)  suffered  considerably  damage  to  the  hangar 
and  flight  decks  by  2  suicide  crashes.    The  CABOT  (CVL  28)  receiv- 
ed a  near  miss,  with  the  plane  bouncing  off  flight  deck  forward, 
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25  November  (Oahu  date } ( cont f d) 

plus  a  second  plane  crash  in  the  water  close  aboard.    The  ESSEX 
(CV  9)  received  a  direct  plane  hit,  with  but  little  loss  of  battle 
efficiency.     A  suicide  diver  missed  the  HANCOCK  (CV  19)  with  a 
bomb,  and  was  shot  down  over  the  ship,  throwing  fragments  over 
her;  there  was  no  loss  of  battle  efficiency. 

Results  of  Carrier  strikes  against  LUZON  on  the  25th:  72 
enemy  planes  destroyed  (35  on  the  ground,  29  airborne  by  our 
fighters,  8  airborne  by  AA  fire);  16  ships  and  2  luggers ' sunk 
(including  1  KUMANO  CA,  4  ODD  or  APD  at  MARINDAQJJE ,  1  DD,  9 
assorted  AK,  1  small  AO);  4  assorted  AK  and  1  AO  were  damaged. 

Com7thFlt  reports  that  at  241430  (I)  a  Navy  search  plane 
attacked  4  troop-laden  ships  E  of  MAS BATE ,  and  left  them  burning 
and  sinking.    They  included  1  large  and  1  medium  freighter-transport 
1  DE  and  1  unidentified. 

CinCSWPA  announces  that  at  dusk  on  the  25th  our  fighter 
planes  made  masthead  attacks  against  a  Jap  convoy  of  4  AP's  off 
N  tip  of  CEBU,  heading *££om  LEYTE,  and  laden  with  troops  and 
supplies.    3  of  the  ships  were  sunk,  and  the  fourth  was  left 
blazing  from  stem  to  stern.     All  the  cargo  and  an  estimated  2,000 
troops  were  lost.    During  the  day  6  enemy  planes  were  shot  down 
over  LEYTE. 

CAVALLA  (3S  244),  early  morning  25  Nov.  made  surface  attack 
on  a  large  CA  (beleived  NACHI  class)  in  company  with  a  CL,  at 
02-21N  107-20E  (3  CHINA  SEA,  W  of  BORNEO).     4  hits  caused  the  CA 
to  blow  up  and  sink.    The  CL  departed  at  high  speed. 

3PEARFI3H  (SS  190)  enroute  SAIPAN,  at  211215  (I)  in  position 
16-37N  142-42  E  (about  180  mi  NW  of  SAIPAN)  sighted  a  periscope 
and  avoided  a  torpedo  wake . 

HARDHEAD  (33  365)  operating  W  of  LUZON,  reports  1  possible 
hit  in  large  AK  on  the  25th,  and  2  hits  in  NAT0RI  class  CL  on  the 
19th. 

3EALI0N  (S3  315)  reports  at  261556  observed  (by  radar) 
several  BB's  and  DD's  in  FORMOSA  STRAIT,  course  220,  speed  20. 

Vv'olfpack  consisting  of  QUEENFISH,  PICUDA,  and  BARB,  operating 
off  W  KYUSHU,  reported  following  results: 

QUEENEISH 


Sunk:     1  CVS,  20,000  tons  (previously  reported) 


1  All,  4,000  tons 
1  AO,  10,000  tons 
1  AP,  7,500  tons 


41,500  tons 


DAMAGED:  2  AK,  4,000  tons  each. 
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PICUDA 


Sunk:     1  AK,  8,000  tons. 

1  AO ,10, 000  tons. 
18,000  tons. 

Damaged:     2  AO  (tonnage  not  given) 
1  AK  {tonnage  not  given) 


Sunk:    6  ships  (previously  reported) 

Damaged:    2  ships,  including  1  CVS  (previously  reported) 


During  the  23rd  and  24th,  SWP  Airforces  struck  airfield 
installations  on  NEGR03  and  CEBU.     Other  attacks  were  made 
against  BORNEO,  HALMAHERA ,  C2RAM,  the  V0GELK0P,  and  S0L0K0N3- 
BISMARCKS  area. 

CenPac  airforces  continued  neutralization  strikes  in  the 
B0NINS,  MARSHAL1S,  and  MARIANAS. 


26  November  (Oahu  date)  // 

At  271100  (I)  ships  of  TG  77.2  while  fueling  in  LEYTE  GULF 
were  heavily  attacked  by  15  to  25  suicide  divers*  All  ships  were 
clear  of  the  tanker  at  time  of  attack.    The  COLORADO  (BB-45)  and 
the  ST.  LOUIS  (OL-49)  were  hit,  the  latter  by  2  planes.  Casualties 
on  the  COLORADO  were  19  killed,  26  wounded;     on  the  ST  LOUIS  10 
killed,  25  wounded.     11  to  13  Enemy  planes  were  shot  down  or 
crashed.    Preliminary  report  indicates  that  the  attacking  planes 
were  showing  code  6  IFF. 

On  night  of  25th  -  26th  there  were  9  red  air  alerts  at  LEYTE. 
2  Bettys  bombed  TAOLOBAN ,  killing  8  and  wounding  others.  3 
unidentified  planes  bombed  the  strip,  with  no  damage.     AA  fire 
downed  one  plane  and  probably  downed  another.     Amplification  of 
results  of  TF  38' s  strikes  against  LUZON  on  the  25th  states  that 
88  enemy  planes,  instead  of  72  were  destroyed  and  an  additional  32 
on  the  ground  were  strafed  and  probably  damaged.     18  Ships,  instead 
of  16,  were  sunk.    There  were  15  ships  damaged  or  further  damaged, 
plu3  damage  to  3  landing  craft  and  10  luggers.    Photographs  taken 
on  the  25th  showed  a  total  of  271  planes  on  LUZON  fields  with  244 
of  the  total  on  OLaRK  and  MABALACAT  fields. 
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26  November  ( Oahu  date ) (Cont'd) 

CTG  78.2  reports  that  on  the  26th  3  suicide  divers  missed 
the  OYoTE:.  BAY  (AGP-6).  As  one  protection  against  these  attacks 
LCI  smokers  are  being  used  during  bright  moonlight. 

OTE  77  has  directed  DesRon  22  (4  DD's)  to  make  an  anti- 
shipping  sweep  in  GAMOTBS  SEA  on  night  of  27th-23th. 

BREAM  (SS-243)  (SwPA)  summarizes  results  of  3rd  war  patrol. 
Operating  N  of  MAt»AT  BARRIER,  sank  1    10, 000- ton  AP;  daraaged 
2  Cats,  and  1    10,000-ton  AP. 

GUITARRO  (33-363)  (S.VPa)  summarizes  results  of  3rd  war  patrol. 
Operating  N  of  MALAY  BARRIER,  sank  3  large  AK's,  and  received  half 
credit  for  one  10,000-ton  AJP;  received  half  credit  for  damaging 


StfP  Airforces  on  the  24th  attacked  air-  installations  and 
shipping  at  KEGR03,  and  air  installations  on  CEBU.     Strikes  also 
continued  against  BORNEO,  AMBON,  and  NSW  GUINEA.    At  242039  (I) 
5  enemy  planes  attacked  MOROTAI;  we  had  "lost  or  damaged' 1  A-20, 

1  F3Y,  and  1  B-25;  4  men  were  severely  wounded. 

CenPac  airforces  continued  neutralization  strikes  against 
the  B0NIN3,  CAROLINES ,  MARSH ALLS  and  MARIANAS, 

At  SAIPAN  on  the  27th,  the  enemy  made  two  surprise  low- level 
air  attacks  against  I3ELEY  FIELD,  one  shortly  after  midnight  and  one 
shortly  after  noon.     Luring  the  night  attack  1  B-29  was  destroyed, 

2  others  seriously  damaged,  and  9  slightly  damaged.     In  addition 

3  trucks  and  2  '"uonset  huts  were  burned.    The  enemy  planes  escaped. 
In  the  noon  attack  15  planes  strafed  and  destroyed  3  3-29' s  and 
damaged  an  unknown  number.     6  Jap  planes  were  destroyed  by  our 
fighters,  and  about  7  were  shot  down  by  AA  fire.     One  P-47  was 
shot  down  by  our  own  AA  fire,  and  one  man  was  killed. 

On  the  27th  71  B-29's  attacked  the  TOKYO  wharf  area,  using 
radar,  with  unobserved  results. 

CinCSWPA  reports  that  enemy  opposition  on  ESYTE  is  steadily 
decreasing  under  our  pressure.     Our  casualties  to  include  24  Nov: 
KIA,  1306;  ./IA,  5081;    HA,  117.    Enemy  casualties:    Killed,  21328; 
captured  178. 

General  Headquarters  3.7PA  opens  LEYTE  at  27000]ftfand  closes 
HQLLANDIA  same  time. 
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27  November  (Oahu  date) 

The  casualty  report  from  the  carriers  hit  by  suicide  dives 
indicate  the  following  losses : 

INTREPID  (CV-11)  54  Killed  50  Wounded       15  Missing 

CABOT  (CTL-28)  5       »  25        »  27  " 

ESSEX  (CV-9)  14  "  39 
HANCOCK  (CV-19)  3 


n 

n 


Supplementary  report  received  from  TF  38  covering  LUZON 
strikes,  25  November  show  that  59  airborne  planes  were  shot  down 
and  29  were  destroyed  on  the  ground.     In  addition,  32  planes  were 
strafed  and  probably  damaged.    The  score  in  ships  sunk  as  checked 
by  photographs  -  1  CA,  1  DD,  2  ODD,  3  LSM,  1  DE,  6  AK  and  4  AO. 
(The  preliminary  report  listed  1  CA,  4  ODD  or  APD,  1  DD,  9  AK, 
1  AO  ) .    There  were  15  ships  damaged  or  further  damaged,  plus 
damage  to  3  landing  craft  and  10  luggers.     Of  the  15,     3  were 
wrecked  on  the  beach  and  2  others  were  believed  sunk. 

ARCHERFISH  (SS-311)  at  2310  (I)  28  Nov  reported  contacting 
1  CV  together  with  4  escorts  (SW  of  TOKYO). 

54  B-29's  from  INDIA  bases  bombed  BANGKOK  reporting  the 
destruction  of  numerous  installations. 

Reports  received  on  the  SAN  ANTONIO  jf2  mission  stated  that 
55  B-29's  bombed  the  TOKYO  dock  and  urban  areas  which  was  the 
secondary  target.    The  NAKAJIMA-MASASHINO  Aircraft  plant  which 
was  the  primary  objective  was  closed  in.     Bombing  was  made  from 
30,000  to  33,000  feet,  results  being  generally  unobserved  but 
heavy  black  smoke  was  seen  to  break  through  the  overcast  at 
21,000  feet.     1  B-29  was  ditched  S  of  HONSHU  and  21  other  6-29*3 
scheduled  to  take  part  failed  to  reach  the  target  for  reasons 
unreported.     Admiral  Nimitz  andr?.Admiral  Sherman  returned  from 
conference  on  Mainland.  I 

28  November  (Oahu  date) 

Reports  indicate  that  on  the  27th  at  L2YTS,  in  addition 
to  the  COLORADO  and  ST. LOUIS,  the  MARYLAND  (BB-46)  and  MOKTPSLIER 
(CL-57)  were  also  hit  by  suicide  planes.  The  extent  of  the  damage 
is  not  presently  clear.  There  are  indications  that  the  battle 
efficiency  of  the  MARYLAND  is  somewhat  impaired.    The  MONTPSLIER 
appears  to  have  been  less  seriously  damaged.     In  this  attack  the 
radar  screen  showed  nothing  but  friendly  planes  when  three  groups 
of  enemy  planes  attacked.  13  Of  these  planes  were  shot  down. 

Enemy  air  activity  was  heavy  in  the  LSYTE  area  during  the 
26th  and  27th.     35  Enemy  planes  were  over  our  ground  positions 
and  surface  forces.     One  Japanese  plane  made  a  dive  on  a  floating 
drydock  (ARD-19)  in  which  the  ROSS  (DD-563)  was  docked.    The  plane 
crashed  and  hit  both  the  ARD  and  the  DD.    The  estimate  of  the 
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damage  has  not  been  fully  reported;  3  men  are  missing  and  14 
injured. 

During  the  raid  mentioned  above  another  enemy  plane  dived 
on  an  SC  in  the  LEYTE  GULF  area. 

ARCHER  FISH  (SS-311)  reports  sinking  one  large  CV  of  the 
HAYATAKA  class  one  hundred  miles  south  of  3A3E30.    Earlier  in  the 
day  the  ARCHER  FISH  reports  sinking  an  I- Class  submari  ne  90  miles 
3E  of  TOKYO  BAY  with  one  torpedo  (29  Nov  (I)).  One  prisoner  was 
picked  up  from  this  enemy  submarine. 

CinCPOA  292349  (pink)  summarizes  to  CinCSWPA  the  formers 
estimate  of  the  situation. 

CTF  38    220615  outlines  the  policy  for  replenishing  complement 
of  air  groups  and  squadrons. 

BomCom  21  (Brig  Gen  Hansell( (pink)  outlines  proposed  B-29 
strike  on  Empire  for  night  of  29  Nov  (I).  "Brooklyn  ONE". 
Despatch  states  that  a  maximum  daylight  strike  will  be  made 
against  the  NAKAJIMA  (OTU)  Factory  on  1  Dec.    This  will  be  mission 
"Montgomery  ONE". 

CTF  77  291431  (pink)  outlines  to  Ol&CSWPA  the  increase  of 
enemy  air  strength  on  MINDANAO . 


29  November  (Oahu  date) 

Reports  from  CinCS'ATA  dated  30  Nov  state  that  in  a  two  day 
and  night  battle  our  fighters  sank  or  destroyed  13  ships  attempting 
to  bring  reinforcements  to  LEYTS.  3  AF's  of  750  tons  and  4  AP's 
of  1,000  tons  -  2,000  tons  loaded  with  an  estimated  4,000  troops 
were  sunk  prior  to  their  entry  into  0RM0C  BAY.     2  of  3  Freighter 
Transports  of  5,000  to  8,000  tons  made  port  and  partially  unloaded 
before  being  destroyed.     The  other  3  vessels,  DD's  escorting  the 
transports,  were  sunk  at  an  undisclosed  location. 

A  corrected  report  has  been  received  relative  to  the  suicide 
attack  on  the  MARYLAND .     It  was  reported  that  the  MARYLAND  was  hit 
on  the  2^th  but  supplementary  report  indicates  it  was  the'  29th  (I). 

The  AULICK  (DD-569)  was  hit  by  a  bomb  in  the  bridge  area 
on  the  29th.    The  SAUFLEY  (DD-465)  sustained  minor  damage  in  an 
attack  of  the  same  kind.    At  least  5  planes  were  shot  down  or 
crashed  into  ships  in  this  attack. 
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29  November  (Oahu  date ){ continued ) 

PAMPANITO  (3S-383)  reports  sinking  an  AK  and  damaging  another 
on  18  Nov.  On  29  Nov  this  submarine  fired  6  torpedoes  at  a  convoy- 
consisting  of  2  AO's,  2  AK's  and  4  DE's  south  of  HAINAN. 

Principal  resistance  was  reported  to  have  ceased  at  PFL3LIU 
on  27  Nov. 

On  the  30th  24  B-29fs  bombed  the  TOKYO  industrial  area  by 
radar  through  a  solid  overcast.     66  Tons  of  bombs  were  dropped  on 
the  targets  the  results  being  unobserved  in  all  cases.     AA  was 
meagre  at  25,000  to  30,000  feet. 

CominCh  261935  states  that  7th  Fleet  should  constitute 
a  board  to  survey  and  recommend  the  estimate  to  which  the  LSYTE 
area  can  be  developed. 

CTF  95    220121  outlines  the  effort  that  has  been  made  during 
Nov  against  targets  in  the  MARIANAS    NANP0-SH0T0  area. 

CinC3',7PA  270831  (pink)  sets  forth  agreement  reached  with 
3rd  Fleet  representatives  covering  M-l  Operation. 

Com3rdFlt  260700  (pink)  outlines  maximum  number  of  days  that 
can  be  expected  at  anchor  if  L-3  and  M-l  are  carried  out  as  per 
schedule . 

CinGSV/PA  271312  (pink)  sets  forth  plan  for  3rd  Fleet 
participation  in  L-3  Operation. 

MACARTirUR  290842  (pink)  summarizes  his  estimate  of  the 
situation  and  requests  SubCom  3EAG  to  strike  the  MALAY  PENINSULA 
in  coordination  with  the  I.IIND0E0  Operation. 

CominCh  291923  advises  that  War  Department  plans  to  assign 
Major  Gen.  Charles  H.  Corlett  to  conduct  planning  and  be  available 
to  command  Army  troops  in  operations  against  the  KURILES. 
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30  November  (Oahu  date}  HQUSEUCOM 

TG's  33.1,  mm  Montgomery;  38.2,  RAdm  Clark;-  38.3  RAdm 
Sherman,  have  been  ordered  to  ULITHI  to  be  ready  for  sea 
11  Dec  (i).  A  new  temporary  TG  has  been  formed,  38.5  with 
RAdm  Bogan  in  the  LEXINGTON  as  CTG.  They  have  been  ordered 
to  operate  N  of  ULITHI  until  further  orders. 

Destroyer  Division  22  (4  DD's)  made  a  second  sweep 
of  the  CAMOTES  SEA  area  on  the  night  of  29-30  Nov.  No 
important  contacts  were  made  at  0RM0C  BAY. 

HAKE  (83-256)  reported  1  CV,  3  DDfs  west  of  MANILA  on 
the  30th. 

CInC3V/PA  reports  that  on  1  Dec  fighters  and  medium  bombers 
sank  1    9,000  ton  AP  loaded  with  troops  and  three  small  freighter- 
transports  also  loaded  with  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  0RM0C  BAY. 
An  8,000  ton  AK  and  1  DD  were  also  hit  and  prevented  from  un- 
loading.   These  attacks  were  in  the  vicinity  of  MAS BATE  -  CEBU. 

IW0  JTMA  was  hit  on  the  29th  by  28  B-24*s  and  again  on  the 
30th  by  another  group  of  23  B-24's.  On  each  strike  from  2  to  4 
enemy  planes  intercepted;  no  serious  damage  to  Blue  planes. 

CinCSV/PA  301311  (pink)  sets  forth  the  deferrment  of  the 
MIND0R0  Operation  to  15  Dec  and  the  LUZON  Operation  to  9  Jan. 

CinCPCA  010230  (pink)  assigns  Photo  Group  2  to  temporary 
operational  control  of  CTF  95. 

CinCPOA  010309  (pink)  outlines  request  directed  to  20th 
Bomber  Command  for  coordination  prior  to  LUZON  Operation. 

Naval  Base  EX4.JALEIN  Atoll  was  established  1  December  1944. 
1  December  (Oahu  date) 

r  ft**- 

Activity  in  the  LSYTE  area  appears  to  have  been  quiet. 
Reports  indicate  that  several  destroyers  were  attacked  by  tor- 
pedoes, but  no  damage  was  inflicted. 

CTF  77  (VAdm  Kinkaid)  in  his  dispatch  011246  outlines  his 
OpPlan  18-44  setting  forth  the  landing  at  0RM0C  scheduled  for 
7  December  (D-day). 

CinCPOA  020313  (pink)  sets  up  TF  93,  The  Strategic  Air  Force 
P0A,  with  Lieutenant  General  M,  F.  Harmon  as  CTF  93. 

CinCSWPA  020900  (pink)  outlines  to  CG  USAF  CHINA  the  M-l  and 
L-3  operations. 

DepCom  20th  AF  020205  (pink)  outlines  the  support  to  be  given 
by  20th  Bomber  Command  and  21st  Bomber  Command  in  support  of  LUZON 
operation. 

-  continued  -  2157 
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1  December  (Oahu  date)  -  Continued.  - 

ComAirPac  020254  states  the  proposed  plan  to  implement 
employment  of  Marine  $$Sf  squadrons  on  CV's. 

2  December  (Oahu  date) 

On  the  night  of  2/3  December  ComDesDiv  120  in  the  ALLEN  M. 
SUMNER  (DD-692),  together  with  the  MO  ALE  (DD-693)  and  COOPER 
(DD-695),  made  a  sweep  of  the  CAM0TE3  SEA  against  enemy  supply 
vessels  and  transports.    Our  force  was  under  continuous  air 
attack  from  numerous  planes  throughout  the  night.    The  SUMNER 
claimed  shooting  down  6  planes  plus  1  probable.    About  midnight 
off  0RM0C  TOWN  this  DesDiv  picked  up  an  enemy  force  of  undeter- 
mined composition.     2  or  3  Ships,  including  1  DE  or  APD,  were 
taken  under  fire  during  which  time  our  force  was  still  under 
heavy  air  attack.     One  enemy  ship  was  believed  to  have  been  sunk 

and  another  damaged.    The  COOPER  (DD-695)  was  observed  to  have 
broken  in  two  as  a  result  of  either  a  torpedo  hit  or  a  possible 
collision  with  a  floating  mine.     ,7hen  last  seen  the  COOPER 
appeared  to  have  broken  in  two  with  the  bow  and  stern  in  the  air 
and  the  bridge  awash.    There  were  no  survivors.  Heavy  air  attacks 
forced  the  other  DD's  to  withdraw. 

U3S  HOPE  (AH-7)  reported  that  at  1600  on  the  3rd  (I)  she 

was  attacked  by  an  enemy  plane  130  miles  east  of  0SIARGA0  ISLAND. 

A  torpedo  passed  300  yards  astern  and  exploded  at  the  end  of  its 
run.     The  plane  departed  after  it  made  the  run. 

On  the  3rd  (I)  84  B-29,s  bombed  the  MU3A3HIN0  Aircraft 
Plant  just  west  of  TOKYO.     One  Squadron  reported  medium  fires 
and  observed  25$  of  the  bombs  on  the  target.  Two  other  Squadrons 
observed  huge  fires.    Fighter  opposition  was  reported  as  being 
slight  by  2  squadrons,  moderate  by  2  and  heavy  by  2.  Preliminary 
report  indicates  that  5  planes  were  missing. 

CominCh  021258  states  that  requirements  for  carrier  aircraft 
complements  have  been  increased,  which  will  necessitate  assignment 
of  VKF  squadrons  temporarily  assigned  to  Com7thFlt. 

CinCPOA  022024  (pink)  requestec  all  out  air  attack  against 
I*V0  JIMA  by  the  Strategic  Air  Force  coupled  with  a  surface  daylight 
bombardment . 

ComGenl4th  Air  Force  030735  (pink)  outlines  coordinated 
operations  for  the  MIND OR 0  Operation. 

CinCPOA  030215  (pink)  requests  concurrence  in  announcing 
19  Feb  and  1  April  as  the  new  target  dates  for  the  1 .70  JTMA  and 
OKINAWA  Operations. 

ARNOLDS  022158  (pink)  states  that  the  20th  and  21st  Eomber 
Commands  will  support  operations  as  outlined  by  CinCPOA* s  request 
therefore.  f.UW^f 
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A  report  has  been  received  from  Com7th]Tlt  that  Dumbos  (PEY's) 
with  P-47  escorts  picked  up  5  officers  and  92  enlisted  men  from 
the  COOPER  (DD-695)  which  was  sunk  in  the  CAM0TE3  SEA  on  the 
night  of  2/3  December. 

PAIIPANITO  (SS-383)  reported  the  following  results  from 

4  submarines: 

SEAR AVE N  (SS-196)  sank  1  large  AP,  1  AO,  damaged  large  AO. 
SEACAT  (S3-399)  sank  1  large  AO. 
PIPEFISH  (33-388)  1  timed  hit  in  large  AK. 
PAKPANITO  (33-383)  4  torpedoes  fired  at  large  AO,  results 

not  observed. 

Mac Arthur  041230  (pink)  covers  a  request  for  cover  by  Third 
Fleet  during  MINDORO  Operation. 

Admiral  Fraser  030731  (pink)  outlines  future  plans  of  Eastern 
Fleet  and  states  that  he  will  arrive  Pearl  Harbor  about  18  Dec. 

Com3rdFlt  010900  (pink)  refers  to  immediate  operations  of 
3rd  Fleet.  * 

4  December  (Oahu  date) 

A  further  report  from  TF  77  indicates  that  Dumbos  have 
picked  up  8  officers  and  130  enlisted  men  from  the  COOPER  (DD695). 
The  Commanding  Officer  was  among  those  rescued. 

BLUE  CI LL  (33-242)  reports  summary  of  patrol:  Sunk  2  AF's, 
7500  tons  each;  1  AP,  4000  tons;  1  small  craft  1500  tons. 

An  amplification  of  the  3rd  TOYKO  strike  by  B-29»s  has  been 
received.     9  Enemy  intercepting  planes  were  destroyed,  14 
probably  destroyed  and  13  damaged.     There  were  approximately 
220  fighter  attacks  on  the  B-29's.  of  the  bombs  dropped 

hit  the  primary  target,  the  MUSASIIINC  Aircraft  Factory  west  of 
TOKYO. 

CTF  93  Gen  Harmon  050722  (pink)  outlines  the  plan  for  the 
all  out  attack  on  IWO  JILiA  scheduled  for  7  Dec,  east  longitude 
date.    Heavy  air  attacks  will  be  carried  out  in  the  morning 
and  early  afternoon  and  bombardment  by  CruDiv  5  will  commence 
shortly  thereafter. 

RICHARDSON* s  051024  (pink)  outlines  tentative  availability 
of  certain  units  to  be  employed  in  DETACHMENT  and  ICEBERG 
Operations.  \ 
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5  December  ( Oahu  date) 

2  DDfs  were  hit  by  suicide  crashes  in  the  LEYTE  area 
on  the  5th.    KUGFORD  (DC  389)  was  hit  by  either  one  or  two 
attacking  planes.    The  ship  was  hit  amidships  and  left  dead 
in  the  water.    Later,  however,  she  was  able  to  proceed  under 
he  own  power  with  the  No.  2  fire  room  reported  out  of  com- 
mission.    DRAYTON  (DD  366)  was  hit  by  a  plane  on  the  No.  1 
5"  gun,  putting  it  out  of  commission.    No.  1  magazine  was 
flooded  to  stop  the  fire  but  was  later  reported  to  be  dry. 

Also  on  the  5th,  one  of  our  convoys  of  33  ships  and 
5  escorts,  70  miles  E  of  3IARGA0  I3LAND  was  attacked  by 
3  enemy  torpedo  planes.     2  torpedo  hits  were  reported  by 
the  3S  ANT 0 IKE  SAURGRAINE ,  a  10,000-ton  AK.     The  personnel 
were  reported  being  removed  and  the  ship  abandoned.  Another 
ship  in  the  same  convoy  was  reported  to  have  been  hit  but 
the  identity  of  this  ship  is  not  yet  known. 

Cincpoa  060049  (pink)  addressed  to  Cominch,  advises 
that  withdrawal  of  VMF  squadrons  from  3o':'vresPac  was  not  con- 
templated for  employment  aboard  fast  carriers. 

Cominch  052032  (pink)  advises  that  Joint  Chiefs  of 
Staff  have  concurred  in  and  authorized  announcement  of  the 
deferred  target  dates  for  IW0  JIMA  and  OKINAWA  operations. 

MacArthur  060159  (pink)  outlines  cover  and  support 
by  3rd  Fleet  desired  for  LUZON  operation. 

Com3rdFlt  060202  (pink)  makes  recommendations  for  employ- 
ment of  3rd  Fleet  in  support  of  LUZON  operation. 

War  Dept  051521  (pink)  outlines  acceptance  by  War  Dept 
of  FILBAS  Agreement. 


6  December  (Oahu  date) 

Reports  have  been  received  that  in  the  same  action  the 
DD 1 s  MUGF0RD  (DD-389)  and  DRAYTON  (DD-366)  were  hit  on  the 
5th,  LCM  20  and  L3T  23  were  also  hit  by  suicide  dives.  The 
LSI,!:  was  burned  and  later  sank  while  the  L3T  suffered  extensive 


The  number  of  officers  and  men  rescued  to  date  from  the 
COOPER  (DD-695)  now  totals  10  officers  and  190  enlisted  men 
with  reports  from  guerillas  indicating  that  there  are  30  additional 
survivors  on  the  west  coast  of  LEYTE. 


damage . 
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6  December  (Oahu  date)  (Cont'd) 

At  SAIPAN  on  the  7th  in  the  early  morning  (0400  to  0540 
minus  10)  10  Bettys  made  attacks  on  TANAPAG-  ILiRBOR  and  ISELY 
FIELD.     1  B-29  was  destroyed  and  2  badly  damaged.     6  Planes 
were  shot  down  by  AA.    The  first  warning  of  the  low  level  attack 
came  from  a  radar  picket  DD  100  miles  north  of  SAIPAN. 

DepCom20thAF  050048  (pink)  outlines  the  Code  Names  for 
future  missions. 

ComGenAAFPOA  070335  (pink)  outlines  proposal  of  squadrons 
to  be  employed  in  reconnaissance. 

CinCPOA  070638  (pink)  covers  instructions  to  3rd  Fleet 
relative  to  L-3  ( UINDCRO )  Operation. 

CinCPOA  070554  (pink)  answers  proposal  of  CinCSWPA  relative 
to  3rd  Fleet  operations. 

Arnold's  051411  outlines  present  plans  for  assignment  of 
certain  VLR  units. 


7  December  (Oahu  date) 

In  the  CAM0TE3  and  VISAYAN  SEAS  on  the  7th  two  air- 
surface  engagements  took  place.     Our  surface  forces  were 
landing  troops  3  miles  south  of  0RM0C  and  were  heavily  attacked 
by  enemy  planes.    The  damage  inflicted  on  our  forces  was  as 
follows : 

WARD  ( APD  16):     Seriously  hit  during  a  dive-bombing 

attack  at  0950,  abandoned  and  sunk  by  our  gunfire, 
MAHAN  (DD  364):     Badly  damaged  and  sunk  by  our  gunfire. 
LIDDLE  ( APD  60) :     A  suicide  dive  on  the  bridge  structure 
killed  and  wounded  an  unknown  number  of  men. 
Reported  able  to  proceed  under  own  power  with 
emergency  steering  aft.    Tug  standing  by. 
WALKS  (DD  723):    Reported  afire.    Extent  of  damage  unknown 
O'BRIEN  (DD  725):       "  "  "  »       »  " 

LAM30N  (DD  367):    Fired  from  a  hit  on  the  bridge  at  1630. 

The  fire  was  apparently  under  control.  Being  towed 
back  to  LEYTE. 

LST  737:    Minor  damage  from  a  hit  forward  during  the  1630 
suicide  and  dive-bombing  attack. 

The  LEYTE -bound  Jsp  anese  convoy  consisted  of  13  ships  (4 
AK's,  2  AP's,  and  7  DD's  and  DE's.    These  were  sighted  10  miles 
W  of  the  N  tip  of  LEYTE  at  0750  (I)  7  December  by  our  search 
planes.     Convoy  had  strong  air  cover.    Reports  indicate  that 
our  planes  sank  all  13  ships  with  a  resultant  loss  of  an  esti- 
mated 4|000  enemy  troops.     Our  search  planes  reported  sighting 
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the  burning  and  sinking  remnants  of  the  convoy  late  in  the 
day.     On  a  final  sweep  6  small  craft  loaded  with  troops  were 
sun^  by  our  planes  off  the  NW  coast  of  LEYTE .     Our  plane 
losses  were  reported  to  be  5,  with  all  pilots  being  rescued. 
Miemy  planes  shot  down  during  the  day  numbered  62  with  52 
being  shot  down  by  our  fighters  and  10  by  ships'  AA. 

R a nv  ?2?^nf?eS  <SS  il2>>  3EGUND0  {SS  398),  and  RAZOR- 

^    t?b  394)  were  involved  in  a  3-hour  running  battle  with 
a  7-ship  enemy  convoy  en  route  to  the  PHILIPPINES  (18-5 AN 
12A-47E)  resulting  in  the  following: 

TREPANG:     Sank  1  large  AO,  1  large  AP,  2  large  AK's. 
SEGUNDO:     Sank  1  large  AK,  1  AE,  damaged  large  AP,  later 
sunk  by  RAZOR BACK .     3  hits  in  1  DD. 

A  corrected  report  has  been  received  on  the  final  casual- 
ties of  the  COOPER  (DD  695):     Survivors  -  10  officers,  10 
enlisted  men;  wounded  -  3  officers,  27  enlisted:  missine  - 
10  officers,  181  enlisted. 

The  land  situation  at  LEYTE  as  a  result  of  the  ORMOC 
reinforcement  is  reported  as  follows:    The  77th  Division  of 
the  24th  Corps  has  landed  in  ORMOC  HARBOR  in  the  enemy's  rear. 
In  an  amphibious  operation  with  air  and  naval  support  the 
troops  went  ashore  3  miles  south  of  ORMOC  and  are  rapidly 
advancing  northward.    The  movement  caught  the  enemy  unawares 
on  the  west  with  his  reserves  already  largely  committed  to 
meet  our  converging  attacks  from  the  north,  east,  and  south. 
His  ground  resistance  to  the  landing  was  in  consequence  negli- 
gible and  we  had  practically  no  ground  losses.    By  this  maneuver 
we  have  seized  the  center  of  the  YAMA3HITA  LINE  from  the  rear 
and  have  split  the  enemy's  forces  in  two,  isolating  those  in 
tne  valley  to  the  north  from  those  along  the  coast  to  the  south. 
Both  segments  are  now  caught  between  our  columns  which  are 
pressing  in  from  all  fronts.     In  a  desparate  attempt  at  diver- 
sion, the  enemy  landed  parachute  troops  during  the  night  in 
the  vicinity  of  SAN  PABLO.    Approximately  200  men  were  dropped, 
the  majority  of  whom  have  been  killed.     Some  sabotage  damage 
was  accomplished  but  the  effort  was  a  feeble  one  and  promntlv 
rendered  abortive. 

An  all-out  attack  was  made  on  W0  JIMA  on  the  8th,  con- 
sisting of  a  fighter  sweep,  air  bombardment,  and  surface  bom- 
bardment.    28  P-38's,  82  B-29's,  and  102  B-24's  struck  in  the 
morning  and  early  afternoon.     Bombardment  by  cruisers  and 
destroyers  followed.    The  weather  over  the  target  was  bad  and 
the  majority  of  the  bombing  was  done  by  radar.  Evaluation 
and  assessment  of  bombardment  and  bombing  results  will  be 
available  when  photo  reconnaissance  of  the  target  is  made. 


2162 


DECLASSIFIED 


7  December  (Oahu  date  -  cont'd) 

CTF  77  07H56  (pink)  discusses  shore-based  air  cover 
for  the  CVE's  during  the  KINDORO  operation. 

CTF  77  071038  summarizes  landing  operations  at  OBMOC 
BAY  on  7  December. 

Effective  10  December  Rear  Admiral  G.  T.  Durgin  has  been 
nominated  as  Commander  Escort  Carrier  Force  (EsCarFor)  wiiich 
will  comprise  all  Pacific  Fleet  CVE's  less  those  assigned 
ComCarTransRonPac  and  those  employed  in  training. 


8  December  (Oahu  date) 

TG's  38.1,  RAdm  Montgomery;  38.2,  RAdm  Bogan;  38.3, 
RAdm  Sherman;  are  scheduled  to  depart  ULITIII  10  December  for 
the  forthcoming  operation. 

MAHAN  (DD-364)  in  an  amplified  report  states  that  she  was 
hit  by  3  suicide  dives  and  was  abandoned  because  of  uncontrolled 
fires  and  an  exploding  magazine.     One  officer  and  5  enlisted 
men  are  reported  missing.     The  ship  was  sunk  by  our  gunfire. 

SEA  DEVIL  (SS-400)  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  made  two 
timed  hits  on  a  task  force  west  of  KYUSHU. 

REDFI3H  (33-395),  about  an  hour  and  a  half  later,  made  2 
hits  on  a  large  carrier  believed  to  be  the  same  ship  attacked 
by  the  SEA  DEVIL  approximately  in  the  same  location  (  west  of 
KYUSHU ) . 

BE3UG0  (33-321)  summarizes  2nd  war  patrol.  Arrived 
FREMANTLE  4  Dec.  Results  observed:  1  AO,  5000  tons;     1  barge, 
3000  tons;  probably  sunk:  1  large  AK ,  7500  tons. 

BLACKFIN  (33-322)  summarizes  her  first  war  patrol.  Arrived 
FRE1I2NTLE  k  Dec.     Sunk:  1  AK,  4000  tons;  damaged:     1  large  AO. 

An  undetermined  number  of  Japanese  paratroopers  landed  on 
BAYUG  airfield,  LEYTE.  They  succeeded  in  destroying  some  Blue 
planes  on  BAYUG  field. 

Amplified  reports  from  the  IW0  3TMA  strike  of  8  Dec  indicate 
that  79  B-29's  were  airborne,  15  aborted  and  62  dropped  620  tons 
of  bombs  on  the  targets.    Photographs  taken  on  the  8th  show  all 
IW0  ZIY.k  runways  inoperative  with  5  to  20  craters  in  each. 

On  the  6th,  7th  and  8th  a  total  of  107  B-24's  from  bases  in 
the  PALAUS  attacked  PHILIPFTNG  targets. 

An  amplified  report  has  been  received  on  the  damage  inflicted 
by  a  predawn  raid  on  SAIPAN  on  the  7th.    Report  indicated  that 
the  10  Bettys  which  attacked  destroyed  3  B-29*s,  estensively 
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8  December  (Oahu  date) 


DECLASSIFIED 


damaged  3  more  and  inflicted  minor  damage  on  3  others. 
Probably  7  of  the  enemy  planes  were  shot  down. 

On  the  7th  20th  Bomber  Command  carried  out  an  attack  on 
MUKDEN.  108  6-29*3  were  airborne  with  87  out  of  this  group 
dropping  286  tons  of  bombs  on  the  Manchuria  Aircraft  Company 
which  was  the  primary  target.  26  Enemy  fighters  are  claimed 
to  have  been  destroyed,  13  probably  and  24  damaged.  ,/e  lost 
6  B-29's  in  this  mission. 

ARNOLD f S  072333  (pink)  states  that  he  is  concerned  regarding 
enemy  raids  on  MARIANAS  and  requests  that  every  effort  be  made 
to  insure  the  most  effective  defense  of  3-29  bases. 

MAC ARTHUR  090556  sets  forth  the  missions  and  coordination 
of  3rdFlt  carrier  based  aircraft  and  3",7P  aircraft  for  the  L-3 
Operation.  (Mindoro). 


9  December  (Oahu  date) 


Final  report  has  been  received  regarding  the  bomb  tonnage 
dropped  by  aircraft  on  I'.VO  JIMA  on  the  8th.     89  B-24's  dropped 
a  total  of  194  tons  and  B-29's  dropped  a  total  of  596  tons 
making  a  total  of  79C  tons  in  all. 

Heavy  strikes  were  carried  out  against  HALKAHERA  on  the 
4th  and  5th.  On  the  4th  100  B-25's  made  strikes  against  the 
airfields  and  again  on  the  5th  65  B-24*s  made  a  similar  strike. 

At  the  entrance  to  LEYTE  GULF  on  the  10th,  8  Bettys  attacked 
2  CL*s  and  accompanying  DD's.    No  damage  was  done  to  the  ships 
and  one  enemy  plane  was  shot  down. 

An  amplified  report  of  the  air  engagement  over  the  convoy 
in  the  CAM0TES  SEA  on  the  7th  indicates  that  a  total  of  65  enemy 
planes  were  shot  down  (37  VF,  14  VB,  1  FP  and  13  unidentified 
planes).     Our  losses  were  one  P-47  and  3  F4U*s. 

BomOom  24  082315  (pink)  sets  forth  his  plan  for  support 
of  the  MINDORO  Operation.  On  13  Dec.  he  plans  to  carry  out  a 
daylight  bombing  on  the  EMPIRE  provided  weather  permits. 

DepCom  20th  Air  Eorce  100918  (pink)  answers  ComGenArmy  Air 
forces  despatch  relative  to  defense  of  MARIANAS. 

Joint  Staff  Planners,  ,/ashington,  091431  (pink)  outlines 
objectives  currently  being  studied  regarding  future  operations. 
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On  the  11th  at  0840  ComDesRon  14  reported  that  the  RE  ID 
(DD-369),  escorting  a  convoy  enroute  to  ORMAC ,  was  hit  by  a 
suicide  dive  bomber,  one  of  10  attacking  planes,  at  10  N  124- 
50  E.    The  RE  IS  was  reported  to  nave  sunk  in  two  minutes. 
Another  suicide  plane  crashed  20  feet  off  the  bow  of  the 
CALDWELL  (DD-605),  negligible  damage  was  reported  and  the 
remainder  of  the  convoy  was  undamaged.     152  Survivors  of  the 
REID  were  rescued  including  the  Captain  and  13  other  officers. 

Preliminary  report  of  the  bombardment  of  1,70  JIMA  on  S 
Dec  by  GTG  94-9  (CruDiv  5  and  DD's)  indicate  that  firin- 
commenced  at  1347  %  (-10)  and  ceased  at  1457  E.     5  Fires  were 
reported  to  have  been  started.    No  damage  to  our  ships  or 
personnel  was  inflicted  by  air  or  shore  batteries.     Only  4 
splashes  were  observed  near  our  ships. 

SEA  CAT  (.33-399)  sank  a  tanker  off  the  coast  of  INDO  CHINA. 
This  tanker  had  been  previously  damaged  by  the  3EARA7EN  (33-196). 

SEA  OWL  (33-405)  at  0900  GOT  on  the  10th  sank  a  large  DE 
west  of  the  northern  tip  of  KYUSHU. 

1.70  JIMA  was  bombed  on  the  10th  by  24  B-24's.    Results  were 
unobserved  as  there  was  a  heavy  overcast  at  17,000  feet. 

Single  B-29's  attacked  the  TOKYO  dock  and  industrial  areas 
on  the  9th,  10th  and  11th.    No  interception  by  enemy  aircraft  was 
reported  although  a  number  of  airborne  planes  were  detected  by 
radar.     The  first  plane  over  TOKYO  (the  9th)  reported  that  the  target 
was  only  partly  blacked  out.     On  the  10th  and  11th  planes  reported 
complete  blackout.     A  number  of  fires  were  observed,  some  visible 
for  a  distance  of  90  miles. 

CominCh  091309  (pink)  announces  that  Admiralty  has  authorized 
Admiral  Fraser  to  make  strikes  on  the  SUMATRAN  Oil  Refineries, 
MALAY  PENINSULA  and  SINGAPORE  areas  as  desired  by  CinCPac  and 
CinCSWPA. 

MARSHALL'S  101436  outlines  directive  of  the  President  that 
no  political  decisions  may  be  made  With  French  Military  Mission 
attached  to  Southeast  Asia  Command. 

Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  100345  outlines  a  memorandum  from  the 
President  to  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  regarding  the  congestion 
of  shipping  in  the  various  theaters  of  war. 

CinCSWPA  090557Z  states  that  SWPA  long  range  search  planes 
will  provide  coverage  of  the  FORMOSA  area  by  3  minus  15 . 


2165 


-TOP  secret 


11  December  (Oahu  date)  nuubtULOM 

On  10  December  while  carrying  out  picket  duty  in  SDR  I G AO 
STRAIT ,  the  HUGHES  (DD-410)  was  hit  amidships  by  a 
suicide  crash  dive.    The  engine  and  fire  room3  were  flooded, 
however,  the  ship  is  being  towed  to  3AK  PEDRO  Harbor.  Reports 
indicate  that  7  were  killed  and  15  wounded  with  1  missing. 

At  1650  on  the  10th  4  PT  Boats  also  in  SURIGAO  STRAIT, 
were  attacked  by  4  enemy  fighters.     2  Of  these  planes  made 
suicide  dives  hitting  one  PT  Boat  (#325)  and  barely  missing 
another  one  (PT  528).     PT  Boat  323  was  badly  damaged  but  is 
still  afloat.     1  Officer  was  killed,  1  missing  and  11  men 
were  wounded. 

HARDHEAD  (.33-365)  arrived  FREL1ANTLE  on  5  December  from 
war  patrol  reported  having  sunk  1  large  tanker  and  1  DE  for 
a  total  of  9800  tons  sunk  and  reported  damaging  one  large 
AK  of  7500  tons. 

Our  fighters  on  the  11th  in  the  VI SAYAN  SEA  attacked  a 
16  ship  enemy  convoy  off  the  NW  Coast  of  LETTS.     It  was  reported 
that  this  convoy  consisted  of  6  AK's,  5  DD's  and  5  DE's.  2 
AK's  and  1  DD  were  reported  damaged  by  near  misses  and  further 
reports  indicate  that  attacks  on  this  force  are  continuing. 
The  convoy  was  escorted  by  20-30  enemy  fighters  of  which  10 
were  definitely  shot  down  and  3  probably  destroyed. 


On  the  10th  air  activity  was  heavy  in  the  LSYTE  Area. 
At  least  50  P-47's,  P-40*s  and  P4U's  attacked  enemy  positions 
in  and  around  the  0RMGG  Area.     12  Enemy  aircraft  plus  4  probables 
were  shot  down . 

At  IW0  JB'IA  on  the  11th  photographs  showed  that  all 
runways  are  operative  except  1  strip  on  field  7fl.    There  were 
16  operational  aircraft  observed  on  the  island  and  29  small- 
craft  visible  in  the  harbor.     I"r0  JIMA  was  hit  on  this  date 
(11th)  by  28  E-24's.    Reports  indicate  that  the  bombing  altitude 
was  19,000  feet  with  90$  of  the  bombs  hitting  the  target  area. 

14th  Air  Force  photographs  of  6  airfields  in  FORMOSA, 
taken  on  the  10th,  show  a  total  of  414  aircraft  on  these  fields. 
The  largest  number  of  aircraft  observed  on  any  one  field  was 
at  TAINAN,  numbering  127. 

14th  Air  Force,  on  8  November,  struck  E0NK0KG  with 
14  P-51?s.     4  Planes  were  destroyed  on  the  ground  near  II0NILONG 
and  two  ships  were  sunk  and  5  or  6  other  craft  left  burning. 
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12_  December  (Oahu  date) 

On  13  December  at  1513  the  CL    NASHVILLE  was  damaged  by  a 
suicide  dive.    The  damage  appears  to  have  been  inflicted  at  a 
position  just  south  of  NEGROS  ISLAND.    The  NASHVILLE  was  the 
flagship  of  CTG-  78.3  (RAdm  Sturble).     After  the  crash  the 
NASHVILLE  together  with  the  STANLEY  (DD-478)was  uirected  to 
return  to  LEYTE.    RAdm  Sturble  transferred  his  flag  to  the 
DAJHIELL  (DD-659).     Preliminary  reports  of  casualties  indicate 
that  Captain  Abdill,  Chief  of  Staff  CTG  78.3  was  killed. 
Further  details  will  be  reported  when  received. 

CALDWELL  (DD-605)was  hit  by  another  suicide  plane  crash  on 
the  morning  of  the  12th.    This  destroyer  was  escorting  a  supply 
echelon  to  ORMOC  BAY  at  the  time  it  was  hit.  Reports  indicate 
that  she  was  able  to  return  to  SAN  PEDRO  BAY  under  her  own  power. 

Report  from  DinCSWPA  indicates  that  on  the  12th  our  planes 
sank  3  enemy  AP's  of  10,000,  5,000  and  4,000  tons  plus  3  DD's 
off  the  northwest  tip  of  LEYTE.    One  additional  DD  plus  2 
medium  AP's  were  observed  dead  in  the  water  and  left  burning. 
50  Jap  planes  were  shot  down  on  the  same  day (12th).  Our  losses 
numbered  8  VP. 

Another  report  indicates  that  fighters  attacked  2  large 
AP's  and  2  DD's  in  the  VI SAYAN  SEA  Just  south  of  "A3 BATE . 

A  strike  by  the  21st  Bomber  Command  was  carried  out  on  the 
13th.    The  primary  target  was  the  Mitsubishi  Aircraft  Plant 
at  NAG0YA  in  southern  HONSHU.     90  E-29's  took  part  in  this 
attack  with  approximately  60  planes  bombing  the  primary  target 
and  about  30  bombing  the  city  of  NAG0YA.    The  bombings'  took 
place  between  1400  and  1500.     Interception  was  only  moderate 
and  heavy  explosions  and  huge  fires  were  reported  to  have  been 
observed . 

CinCPOA's  102325  (pink)  outlines  redefined  responsibilities 
of  Commander  Service  Squadron  TEN. 

CTF  77  130420  sets  forth  the  establishment  of  TG  77.14 
(RAdm  Chandler)  and  outlines  employment  thereof. 

CinCPac  130650  outlines  estimate  of  the  situation  just 
prior  to  the  1.HND0R0  Operation. 
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13  December  (Oahu  date) 

The  strike  on  LUZON  by  planes  from  TF  38,  in  support  of 
the  L'INDORO  operation,  was  carried  out  the  morning  of  the 
14th  (I).     Complete  tactical  surprise  was  reported  in  their 
sweep  of  the  LUZON  airfields.    Preliminary  incomplete  reports 
of  the  first  3  of  6  scheduled  strikes  indicate  the  following: 
13  enemy  aircraft  (air  borne)  destroyed:  77  planes  destroyed 
on  the  ground,  37  planes  damaged  by  strafing.    Partial  photo 
coverage,  supplemented  by  pilot  sightings  indicate  300  planes 
on  the  LUZON  fields,  with  45  operational  at  CLARK  FILLD  in  the 
first  strike. 

A  report  has  been  received  from  the  CALDiVELL  (DD  605) 
stating  that  34  officers  and  men  were  killed  and  missing  and 
34  wounded. 

Reports  have  been  received  amplifying  those  previously 
received  stating  tnat  on  the  10th  in  LEYTE  GULF,  suicide  attacks 
sank       LADD  (XAK)  and  LOT  1075. 

The  HARaDEN  {DD  585)  was  damaged  by  an  air  attack  the 
evening  of  the  13th  30  miles  SW  of  NEGRO S.     The  extent  of  the 
damage  was  not  reported. 

A  corrected  report  indicates  that  74  B-24's  bombed  the 
MITSUBISHI  plant  on  the  13th  instead  of  the  previously  reported 
60  planes  bombing  that  target. 

Com3rdFlt  132305  (pink)  answers  Cincpac's  estimate  of  the 
situation  and  advises  that  he  will  keep  Cincpac  fully  informed. 

CominCh  131253  and  131654  (pinks)  refer  to  proposed  con- 
ference with  British  Eastern  Fleet  representatives. 


14  December  (Oahu  date) 

Com3rdFlt  reports  that  photo  coverage  and  sightings  indicate 
that  664  planes  were  in  the  LUZON  area  on  the  14th.    Many  of  these, 
however,  may  have  been  previously  damaged.    The  continuous  combat 
air  patrol  over  LUZON,  both  night  and  day,  was  reported  to  have 
been  especially  effective. 

Casualty  report  resulting  from  the  suicide  crash  on  the 
NASHVILLE  numbered  141  killed,   (  16  officers  and  125  men  plus  191 
wounded), (16  Officers  and  175  enlisted).     Of  the  officers  killed 
on  the  ship  2  were  ships  company,  5  attached  to  the  Amphibious 
Corps  and  9  reported  as  being  Staff  members. 
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CTF  77  (VAdm  Kinkaid)  reports  that  during  daylight  on  the 
14th  there  were  intermediate  air  attacks  while  enroute  to 
MIKDGRO  but  there  were  no  casualties  resulting  therefrom. 

In  SM  P3DR0  Harbor  on  the  14th  a  plane  {  presumed  to  be 
friendly)  approached  low  over  SAMAR  and  crashed  into  the 
HMS  BI.3H0PDAL2  an  8,000  ton  AO  while  she  was  at  anchor. 

0om5th  Air  Force  reports  that  preliminary  results  showed 
that  between  90  and  100  enemy  planes  were  destroyed  in  the 
VI JAY AN  area. 

On  the  14th  the  20th  Bomber  command  (Brig  Gen  LeKay)  reports 
that  34  B-29's  bombed  BANGKOK  and  13  bombed  RANGOON.  Results 
were  recorded  to  have  been  excellent.     There  was  very  little 
fighter  interception  but  4  planes  bombing  the  RANGOON  area  are 
missing. 

Com3rdFlt  150215  (pink)  Outlines  preliminary  results  of 
3rdFlt  Operations  on  the  14th.     Despatch  further  states  that 
operations  will  continue  against  LUZON  area  on  the  15th  and 
again  on  the  16th  unless  General  Mac Arthur  states  that  further 
strikes  will  be  unnecessary. 

ARNOLD'S  132226  (pink)  states  that  weather  forecast  over 
southern  Japan  until  19  December  precludes  operations  by  20th 
Bomber  Command  in  support  of  Li'INDORO  Operation.    At  earliest 
date  weatner  permits  operations  will  be  performed.  / 


15  December  (Oahu  date) 

Task  Force  38,  after  3  days  of  successful  strikes  on  the 
LUZON  area  is  retiring  to  fuel,     nfter  fueling  they  will  operate 
east  of  LUZON  and  will  make  strikes  on  call. 

Reports  from  7thFlt  indicate  that  the  MIND0R0  attack  force 
is  retiring  according  to  schedule.    No  further  casualties  are 
mentioned. 

A  partial  count  of  enemy  planes  destroyed  during  the  3  day 
attack  by  the  planes  of  TF  38  against  LUZON  Airfields  totals 
235;  an  additional  138  were  damaged.  99  Fnemy  airfields  were 
covered  during  the  3  day  operation. 

Attacks  on  shipping  by  planes  of  TF  38  resulted  in  the 
following  claims:  Sunk;  1  medium  AO,  1  medium  AK,  1  small  AK. 
Burned  and  gutted  -  3  or  4  small  AK's.  Fired  -  5  small  AK's. 
Beached  and  burning  -  1  large  AP  and  1  medium  AO .  Damaged  - 
3  DD's,  1  DD  or  DS,  1  AP,  1  large  AK,  1  small  AK.  Total 
Destroyed:  6  or  7  ships;  Total  Damaged  -  15  ships. 
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At  IWO  JIMA  on  the  15th    31  B-24fs  dropped  68  tons  from 
19,000  feet.    The  target  was  the  airfield  area.     1  of  4  interceptin* 
fighters  was  shot  down  and  moderate  accurate  AA  caused  minor 
damage  to  7  B-24's. 

The  landing  on  MIND ORG  appears  to  have  achieved  complete 
tactical  surprise.     Only  minor  opposition  was  reported. 

Wedemeyer  150514  (pink)  outlines  support  by  14th  Air  Force 
during  M-l  Operation. 

Marshall  150009  (pink)  concerns  command  relationship 
between  British  Fleet  units  and  CinCS'.'VPA. 

CinCPOA  160003  outlines  to  ComGenPOA  that  the  terms  of  the 
Filbas  agreement  shall  be  strictly  adhered  to. 


16  December  (Oahu  date) 


Submarine  reports  have  been  received  indicating  that 
2  EE's,  1  CA,  2  CL*s  and  an  undetermined  number  of  DD's  left 
EAWRANH  3 AY  at  0800  on  the  17th  (I).     The  reports  state  that 
the  course  of  this  Task  Force  was  130? 

TF  38  is  operating  east  of  LUZON. 

lS-eport  from  the  7thFlt  indicates  that  naval  forces  returning 
from  the  MIND OR 0  Operation  suffered  no  further  damage  than  that 
already  reported.    The  last  units  of  this  force  should  clear 
SURAGAO  STRAITS  18  December  (I). 

ITOV^RTH  (DD-592)  reports  moderate  damage  suffered  by  2 
suicide  plane  crashes  in  MARGAIN  BAY  (MINDORO). 

Photographs  of  the  Mitsubishi  Aircraft  Plant  at  NAGOYA, 
which  was  bombed  by  70  B-29's  on  the  13th  show  that  substantial 
damage  was  inflicted  on  this  target.    The  main  assembly  or  machine 
shop  was  totally  destroyed;  another  assembly  plant  was  20$  damaged 
and  minor  assembly  units  75$  damaged. 

FINBACK  (33-230)  reported  sinking  a  medium  AK  or  AO  early 
in  the  morning  of  the  16th  30  miles  south  of  MUICO  JIMA  (BONINS) . 

ComGen  20th  Air  Force  140220  and  BomCom  21    130520  sets  forth 
various  code  words  for  specific  targets. 
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16  December  (Oahu  date)  (Cont'd)  nu usbUoUM 

ILiEGHaLL  '  3  152315  outlines  subsecuent  redeployment  of 
Army  forces  after  the  defeat  of  Germany,  effective  as  of  31 
March  45. 


CGMGBNAAFPOA  170135  states  tnat  original  plan  for  operation 
4  VLR  Croups  from  each  occupied  island  in  the  MAKIMAS  will  be 
adhered  to  unless  hostile  air  operations  necessitate  the 
temporary  dispersion  of  a  portion  of  the  73rd  Bombardment  ,/ing. 
Also  recommends  that  no  change  be  made  in  present  plans  to 
providb  facilities  for  a  minimum  of  4  VLR  Groups  on  TIKIAK  and 
4  VLR  Groups  on  GUaj  . 
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TF  38  is  still  operating  to  the  east  of  LUZON  but  has 
been  bothered  considerably  by  bad  weather  which  has  prevented 
refueling. 

CinCSWPA  has  reauested  that  strikes  be  made  by  TF  38  on  the 
19th,  20th  and  21st.     Gom3rdFlt  replied  that  he  would  be  unable 
to  make  strikes  on  the  19th  because  of  unfavorable  weather 
conditions . 


^01  3F0R3¥-  O 

17  December  tOahu  date) 


Com?rdFlt  has  reported  final  results  for  the  LUZON  sweeps 
of  the  14th  and  15th,  with  a  partial  summary  for  the  16th: 

Enemy  planes  destroyed  in  the  air  6l 
(47  single-engine,  11  twin-engine ,  3  float  planes, 
1  Emily  near  force). 


Enemy  planes  destroyed  on  the  ground  208 
(67  single-engine,  40  twin-engine,  23  float  planes, 
2b  unidentified.  Only  planes  seen  or  photographed 
as  burning  were  counted.  Of  138  operational  planes 
photographed  on  Clarke  Field,  only  12  were  seen  to 
burn . ) 

TOTAL  DESTROYED 

Enemy  planes  damaged  on  the  ground 

TOTAL  DESTROYED  or  DAMAGED 

Ships  sunk  or  destroyed 

(1  large  AP,  3  medium  AO,  10  AK,  3  LSI.:) 


2^9 
192 

4oT 
16 


Small  vessels  sunk  or  destroyed  12 

Ships  damaged  16 
(  4  DD,  2  DS,  10  AX). 


Small  craft  damaged  50 
(25  small  cargo  vessels,  25  landing  barges) 

Our  losses  totalled  20  planes  in  combat  and  51  operationally 
(total  71  planes),  with  23  pilots  missing. 

Gom3rdFlt  estimated  that  about  100  operational  aircraft  may 
remain  hidden  and  well  dispersed,  but  in  a  disorganized  state 
for  operations. 

13th-17th:  CTG-  77.12  has  reported  the  story  of  OfE  air  support 
enroute  to  and  from  the  MINO0R0  landings.    During  the  5-day 
period  from  U-2  until  U  /  2     (l3th-17th)  CVS  planes  shot 
down  46  enemy  planes  and  destroyed  20  on  the  ground.     Ships  AA 
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17  December  (Oahu  date)  (Cont'd) 


shot  down  4,  Tor  a  total  of  70  Jap  planes  destroyed.  17  others 
were  probably  destroyed  and  14  were  damaged  on  the  ground. 
Our  losses  were  1  fighter  plus  pilot  in  combat,  and  6  fighters 
plus  1  torpedo  plane  operationally.    There  were  no  personnel 
lost  operationally. 

There  were  5  definite  suicide  dives.    Two  hit  near  the 
MARCUS  ISLAND,  fragments  from  one  of  them  killing  1  man  and 
wounding  6  (at  0310  on  the  15th).  1  landed  near  the  NEW  MS XI CO , 
1  near  the  .ffiST  VIRGINIA,  and  1  hit  the  HAH ADEN  (DD585). 

At  NEGROS  on  the  14th  land  based  fighter  bombers  destroyed 
20  planes  on  3ILAY  airdromes  in  the  morning  and  an  estimated 
40  enemy  planes  at  the  same  strip  in  the  afternoon. 

At  1/0  JIMA  on  the  17th,  50  B-24's  dropped  112  tons  of 
bombs  on  airfield  and  installations;  results  were  unobserved 
because  of  solid  overcast.     3  Planes  were  reported  to  have 
intercepted  but  no  damage  was  inflicted. 

Com3rdFlt  1 30510  (pink)  requests  that  increase  in  fighter 
pilots  be  made  prior  to  30  Dec.  (up  to  150%). 

CN0  162045  (pink)  outlines  proceedure  to  be  carried  out 
by  our  planes  in  the  event  that  they  land  in  Soviet  Territory. 

CinCS.TPA  (pink)  171101  sets  forth  a  request  for  3rdFlt 
to  strike  LUZON  airfields  on  19,  20  and  21  Dec  in  order  to 
cover  the  reenforcement  echelon  scheduled  to  arrive  at  MIND0R0 
on  the  22nd. 

Com3rdFlt  172318  (pink)  answers  the  despatch  appearing 
directly  above  by  stating  that  he  has  been  unable  to  dodge  a 
storm  and  has  therefore  been  unable  to  refuel.  He  also  states 
that  he  is  unable  to  strike  on  the  19th  but  will  advise  later  as 
to  the  capabilities  on  the  20th. 

Com3rdlplt  17233  (pink)  gives  his  estimated  noon  position 
and  states  that  the  storm  is  still  pursuing  and  that  he  is 
proceeding  south  seeking  better  weather  and  has  not  as  yet 
refueled. 

CinCPOA's  172352  (pink)  outlines  views  concerning  future 
operations . 

JinC.J./PA* s  131220  (pink)  states  that  in  view  of  inability 
of  the  3rdFlt  to  attack  LUZON  targets  on  the  19th  the  LUZON 
area  will  be  open  to  the  Allied  Air  Forces  for  bombing  on  that 


day. 
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18  December  (Oahu  date) 

Amplified  reports  have  been  received  from  Gom3rdFlt 
regarding  final  totals  for  tae  strikes  on  LUZON  on  14  15  and  16 
December.    His  latest  despatcn  adds  1  ship  to  the  17  previously- 
reported  sunk,  12  small  vessels  to  the  12  previously  reported 
sunk,  and  3  ships  to  the  16  previously  reported  damaged.  Our 
losses  are  increased  by  7  planes  in  combat  (vice  20),  6  pilots 
(vice  23),  and  1  aircrewruan  (none  reported  before).  Operational 
losses  for  the  3  days  are  33  instead  of  51.    The  final  score 
follows : 


Final 

Prelim 

Chang 

Ships  sunk  or  destroyed  ----- 
t  i  large  Ar,  i  large  au  ,  3  med. 
AO,  1  large  AK,  1  med.  AK,  7 
small  Ah,    1  Oi.. ,    3  LbM; 

18 

17 

/  1 

Small  vessels  sunk  or  destroyed  - 

24 

12 

/  12 

Ships  damaged  ---------- 

(4  DD,  2  DE,  1  large  AP,  1  med. 
AO,  1  small  AO,  1  coast  defense 
vessel,  9  AK) 

• 

19 

16 

* 

/  3 

Small  craft  damaged  ------- 

(17  small  cargo  vessels,  25  land- 
ing barges) 

43 

50 

-  7 

Our  planes  lost  in  combat  -  -  -  - 

27 

20 

/  7 

Our  planes  lost  operationally  -  - 

38 

51 

-  13 

Pilots  lost  ----------- 

29 

23 

i  6 

Aircrewmen  lost  --------- 

1 

0 

/  1 

12  P-47's  over  N3GR0S  encountered  14  Twin-engine  bombers 
and  shot  tnem  all  down  in  a  20  minute  combat.     In  the  same 
area  at  NCGROS  9  P-38's  engaged  8  enemy  fighters  and  likewise 
shot  them  all  down.    We  suffered  no  losses. 

A  total  of  81  B-24's  bombed  the  PUERTO  PRIKCESA  airdrome 
on  the  15th  and  16th..    Fires  were  started  and  4  planes  were 
destroyed  and  3  additional  damaged. 

HANGCH0Y7  was  bombed  on  the  13th  by  84  B-29's.     540  tons 
were  dropped  on  the  docks  and  storage  areas.    Results  were 
described  as  good  to  excellent.    No  B-29's  were  lost  on  this 
mission  and  5  enemy  fighters  were  claimed  to  have  been  destroyed. 
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Com3rdFlt  190605  (pink)  ^atesthat  TF  38  will  sortie  from 
TJLITHI  and  will  request  early  departure  of  ENTERPRISE  and  BATAAN 
from  PEARL  HARBOR  in  order  to  participate  in  forth  coming  operation. 

Com3rdFlt  190933  (pink)  states  that  entry  of  units  of 
TF  33  into  CHINA  SEA  will  depend  on  the  developments  of  a 
favorable  situation.    He  also  states  that  a  oorti^/^ttrike  on 
OKINAWA  will  be  made  during  the  LUZOE  operation  only  if  general 
situation  warrents  it  otherwise  photographs  will  be  taken 
after  release  from  M-I, 

Com3rdFlt  190222  (pink)  summarizes  damage  to  fleet  units 
as  a  result  of  the  recent  typhoon. 

Com3rdFlt  190111  (pink)  requests  information  regarding  the 
use  of  MIHD0R0  fields  for  planes  of  TF  38. 

Cincpac  191006  (pink)  requests  information  from  Com^tfcFlt 
relative  to  basing  BkITISH  submarines  in  his  area. 

Com3rdFlt  190930  (pink)  outlines  schedule  of  strikes  in 
support  of  K-l  operation. 

CTF  94    191245  (pink)  outlines  bombardment  of  IfO  JIMA  on 
24  and  27  December  in  coordination  with  bombing. 


19  December  (Oahu  date) 


The  first  resupply  echelon  left  LEYTE  at  1530  on  the 
19th  and  is  estimatea  to  arrive  at  MIND0R0  on  the  22nd. 

The  RUDYERD  BAY  reported  that  the  S7/EARER  (DE  1'66) 
picked  up  5  survivors  from  the  SPENCE  (DD  512)  at  0030  on 
the  20th  (I).  Statements  from  the  survivors  indicate  that  the 
SPENCE  capsized  suddenly  and  tliat  very  few  survived. 

Reports  indicate  lhat  there  is  a  possibility  that  the 
k'ONAGHAN  (DD  354)  may  have  met  the  same  fate  as  the  SPENCE 
in  this  typhoon.     A  number  of  destroyers  and  destroyer  escorts 
reported  severe  damage  as  a  result  of  this  storm. 

ComNavGrpCHINii.  reports  that  there  are  still  2  battleships, 
2  cruisers  and  5  destroyers  in  the  vicinity  of  CAPE  ST.  JACQUES. 
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MANILA  BAY  waters  were  mined  by  20  RAAF  PBYs.     54  mines 
were  laid. 

Reports  indicate  that  one  pursuit  group  is  scheduled  to 
operate  from  LIINDORO. 

8  enemy  1 ighters  were  destroyea  over  LIINDORO  on  tne  18th 
ana  13  aaditional  enemy  planes  were  snot  uown  on  tne  19th. 

52  B-24S  attacked  airfield  installations  at  IV/O  JIHA  on 
the  19 tn.     Results  were  not  observed  as  there  was  a  solid 
over-cast  over  tne  target.     16  P-38s  strafed  the  airfield 
areas  the  same  day. 

,  Arnold  1922/+0  (pink)  outlines  the  operations  to  be 
conducted  by  the  20 in  Air  Forces  in  support  with  tne  LUZON 

operation. 

ComGenAAFFOA  200257Z  (pinii)  sets  forth  the  coordination 
of  bombardment  and  bombing  against  IV/O  JII.iA  on  24  and  27 
December.     It  further  states  that  participation  of  the  21st 
Bomber  Command  is  not  as  yet  determined. 

Cominch  192036  (pink)  sets  forth  data  regarding  exchange 
of  messages  by  the  planning  staffs. 

Cincpoa  19^752  (pink)  summarizes  the  results  of  confer- 
ences with  Admiral  Fraser. 

Cominch  192205  (pink)  outlines  his  views  on  tiegotations 
outlined  in  above  conferences. 

Cincpoa  200049  (pink)  requests  Com5thFleet  discuss  possible 
employment  of  British  Carrier  Task  Force  in  ICEBERG  with 
Admiral  Fraser  prior  to  tils  departure  from  PEaRL.  S 


20  December  (Oahu  date) 


The  scheduled  strike  for  the  21st  by  planes  from  TF  38 
on  LUZON  was  cancelled. 

REDFI^T  (33  395)  reports  sinking  a  large  enemy  carrier 
with  planes  on  deck.     It  is  reported  that  this  CV  was  on  a 
southerly  course  and  was  sunk  at  1700  (I)  December  19th  at 
28  N,  124  E  (317  of  KTUSHU)  * 

An  explosion  of  undetermined  origin  was  reported  on  the 
BOULDER  VICTORY  (XA1  1)  in  5  03 SOL  ROADS .     Damage" was  apparently 
confined  to  one  of  the  holds  but  there  was  extensive  damage 
thereto . 
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2U  December  (Oahu  date)  (Continued) 

Further  reports  from  ships  operating  in  the  storm  area 
east  of  LUZON  disclose  the  following  additional  damage: 

ALTAI :AHA  COT  lo)  lost  all  her  planes,  had  many  of  her 
automatic  weapons  put  out  of  action,  and  has  her  radar  and 
most  of  her  radios  out  of  commission. 

CAPE  ESPEBAHCE  {SVE  88)  received  considerable  damage  to  her 
automatic  weapons  battery. 

All  oilers  with  the  refuelling  group  at  sea  received  some 
damage  but  all  can  still  fuel. 

r.R.  KAJ$&$  (DE-416)  and  .VAT3RKAN  (DF-740),  both  formerly 
reported  missing,  are  proceeding  to  ULITIII,  extent  of  damage 
unknown . 

CTF  93    210430  (pink)  outlines  operation  order  3-44 
covering  tv/o  surface  and  air  attacks  to  be  made  against  1,70 
JIMA  on  the  24th  and  27th  of  December  (ROCKGRUSHJR  number  1  and 
number  2 ) . 

CinOPac  210248  (pink)  outlines  his  understanding  with 
CinOBPF  relative  to  the  fuel  situation  for  British  units. 


21  December  (Oahu  date) 

Com3rdFlt  has  ordered  TF  38  to  proceed  to  ULITIil  to  arrive 
there  the  forenoon  of  24  December. 

CoinSevRon  10  reports  the  damage  caused  to  some  of  the  ships 
in  the  recent  typhoon  as  being  substantial  but  report  indicates 
that  majority  of  ships  can  be  repaired  in  the  forward  areas  with 
the  exception  of  the  M0KTERIY  (CVL-26)  which  is  beyond  repair  at 
forward  bases. 

G-en.  L'acArthur  announced  on  22  December  that  the  pincers 
along  the  0RMOC  corridor  from  the  nortn  and  south  have  now  been 
inclosed  and  the  10th  and  24th  Corps  are  now  in  contact  with  each 
other. 

I.V0  JIMA  was  hit  again  on  the  21st  by  23  8-24*8..     48  Tons 
were  dropped  by  radar  results  being  unobserved. 

163  Mines  have  been  expended  in  harbors  and  anchorages  at 
CHICHI    and  HAHA  JTKA.     80/J  are  reported  to  be  effective  and 
sterilizers  have  been  set  for  1  March  1945. 


2177 


TOP  J^-XaC      ^  ^  DECLASSIFIED 

O    Author^:  E0 12958,  as  amended 
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Report  of  tile  strike  by  the  20th  Bomber  Command  indicates 
tnat  32  B-29*s  bombed  the  Omura  Aircraft  Factory  in  KYUSHU  and 
the  SHANGHAI  dock  area.    Results  were  largely  unobserved.     2  B-29*s 
are  missing  and  5  enemy  planes  claimed,  destroyed. 

On  the  22nd  78  B-29's  of  the  21st  Bomber  Command  bombed  the 
Mitsubishi  Aircraft  Plant  in  the  Na.  oya  area.     2  E-29's  are  reported 
missing  and  the  results  of  the  bombing  have  not  been  received. 

CTF  77    220406  (pink)  covers  the  recommendation  for  basing 
British  submarines  in  the  3,/P  area. 

ComNavG-rp  CHINA    211748  (pink)  sets  forth  20th  Bomber  Command 
operations  in  conjunction  with  K-l. 

CinCSWPA  210833  approves  ConOrdFlt's  cover  and  support  in 
H-l.    Further  stating  that  3rdFlt  is  free  to  strike  over  the 
dividing  line  when  worthwhile  targets  can  be  hit. 

CinCPOA's  212105  (pink)  requests  21st  Bomber  Command  to 
carry  out  photo  reconnaissance  of  0KINAV/A    S  minus  10  to  S  day 
inclusive . 


Fleet  Admiral  Nimitz  and  RAdm  Sherman  departed  Pearl 
Harbor  for  ULITHI  and  LBYTB  this  date. 


December  22  (Oahu  date) 

TF  38  is  enroute  to  ULITHI  and  is  scheduled  to  arrive  the 
evening  of  24  December  (I). 

TTLEFI3H  (So-307)  reports  sinking  a  FURUTAKA  Class  CA  5  miles 
SW  of  01.IAI  3.AKI  at  220200  (Z)  . 

A  B-29  operating  against  the  Empire  reported  sighting  a 
carrier  700-800  feet  long  at  31-17  N  136-44  2  at  1230  (I)  on  the 
22nd;  course  180,  speed  30.    The  carrier  appeared  to  have  an 
island  on  the  left  side  and  no  aircraft  on  deck. 

The  first  I.HNDORO  resupply  echelon  arrived  at  the  beachhead 
early  on  the  22nd  and  departed  that  evening.     2  LST's  were  damaged 
enroute  by  fires  after  attacks  on  the  evening  of  the  21st  and 
were  anchored  near  jj&lACANAO  Island  west  of  PANAY.  Salvage 
will  be  attempted  upon  return  of  the  convoy.    Many  survivors  were 
recovered  by  escorting  destroyers. 
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22  December  (Oahu  date)  (Continued) 

ComNavGroup  CHINA  reports  that  the  2  ISE  Class  SB's  were 
still  in  the  vicinity  of  CAPE  ST.  JACOBS  on  the  22nd  and  that 
the  two  CA's  and  3  DD's  previously  reported  at  this  location 
had  departed  to  the  south  at  1900  (I)  on  the  22nd. 

CinC  EI  221214  and  22U39Z     (pink)  summarizes  strike  on  the 
Rrandan  Oil  Refineries  18  December. 

Arnold's  220104  directs  21st  Bomber  Command  to  carry  out 
photo  reconnaissance  of  OKINAWA  from  25  December  to  9  January 
inclusive  and  to  carry  out  attacks  on  major  aircraft  engine  plants 
on  HONSHU  during  that  period. 

DepComAF  20    230115  outlines  mining  operations  by  21st 
Bomber  Command  to  be  carried  out  about  1  April  1945. 


23  December  (Oahu  date) 

A  force  consisting  of  INDOMITABLE,   (CV) .  ILLUSTRIOUS  (CV), 
NSW  CASTLE  (CL) ,  ARGONAUT  (CL)  BLACK  PRINCE  (CL)  and  7  DD's 
made  an  air  strike  on  harbor  warehouses,  railway  yards  and  oil 
installations  at  BELAWAN-DELI  on  the  20th  with  28  Avengers, 
16  Hellcats  and  16  Corsairs.  Two  oil  tanks  were  set  on" fire 
but  low  cloud  cover  prevented  further  observation.     In  the 

afternoon,  fighter  planes  attacked  3 ABANG .    There  were  no 
casualties  to  planes  and  the  surface  forces  were  not  discovered 
by  the  enemy.     The  force  returned  to  base  on  the  22nd. 

Early  afternoon  of  the  24th  a  search  plane  reported  2 
groups  of  enemy  surface  vessels  west  of  FORMOSA  heading  west. 
The  first  group  was  reported  to  have  consisted  of  a  carrier, 
1  BE,  2  CA,  4  DD«s,  The  second  of  12  unidentified  vessels. 
Position  22-50  N  119-40  E,  course  280,  speed  15. 

KAMRANII  BAY  reports  indicate  that  2  cruisers,  3  DD's  and 
1  AO  arrived  there  at  1100  (I)  on  the  23rd  and  departed  the 
same  day  at  1700  direction  unreported. 

24  E-24's  from  PALAU  and  63  P-47's  (base  unannounced) 
bombed  Clark  Eield  in  the  Manila  area  on  the  22nd.  Reports 
indicate  that  50  planes  were  destroyed  on  the  ground  and  8 
were  shot  down  in  the  air. 

The  SLEDGE  HAMME1  Operation  is  scheduled  for  the  24th 
against  IW0  JTI'A  (coordinated  bombardment  and  bombing  attack) 
results  have  not  been  received  as  yet. 

A  total  of  376  planes  of  various  types  hit  HALM^HEBA 
airdrome  on  the  22nd  and  23rd.     At  least  250  tons  of  bombs 
were  dropped  and  damage  was  reported  as  substantial.  Our 
losses  were  only  1  B-25,  however,  a  total  of  46  planes  were 
holed  by  antiaircraft. 
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23  December  (Caiiu  date)  (Continued.) 

A  large  strike  was  carried  out  by  tiie  14tn  Airl'orce  in 
tne  vicinity  of  HANKO/  on  the  18th.     Fighters  and  bombers 
attacked  this  area  for  45  minutes  after  84  B~29*s  from  the 
20th  Bomber  Command  had  dropped  $40  tons  on  the  same  targets. 
42  Jap  planes  were  destroyed  in  tnis  attack  (21  airborne  and 
21  on  the  ground)  in  addition  24  more  enemy  aircraft  were 
probably  destroyed  and  20  damaged.     4  P-5l»s  are  missing 
from  this  strike. 

A  strike  by  the  21st  Bomber  Command  was  carried  out 
on  the  target  of  NAGOYA  on  the  22nd.     78  E-29's  were  air- 
borne.    50  Attacked  the  target,  28  returned  early  due  to 
mechanical  failure.     2  of  our  B-29's  are  reported  missing 
from  this  strike. 

AKMOLB's  221837  (pink)  discusses  deployment  of  additional 
VLR  groups  in  the  MARIANAS. 

CinCPOA's  232353  (pink)  outlines  to  ComNavGroup  CHINA 
the  contemplated  3rd  Fleet  support  in  the  M-l  (LUZON)  operation. 

ARNOLDS  231844  (pink)  states  that  the  21st  Bomber  Command 
will  carry  out  photo  reconnaissance  daily  of  OKINAWA  airfields  / 
31  December  to  9  January  inclusive.  f 


24  December  (Caiiu  date) 

The  combined  attack  on  the  BONINS  on  the  24tn  was  carried 
out  by  CruDiv  5  (CHESTER,  PENSACOLA ,  SALT  LAKE  CITY)  and 
destroyers  plus  P-38's,  B-29's  and  B-24's.     CruDiv  5  approached 
from  the  west  and  circled  around  to  the  northeast  of  trie  island 
firing  for  more  than  an  hour.     Destroyers  closed  to  3,000 
yards.     10  2-gun  straddles  on  tne  destroyers  and  one  straddle 
on  the  cruisers  was  the  sole  opposition  encountered.    None  of 
the  ships  were  hit.     ROE  (DD  418)  and  CASE  (DD  370)  sank  a 
destroyer  escort,  a  PC  and  a  LSI!  during  the  day.     17  P-38's 
carried  out  a  strafing  mission  against  the  beach  defenses 
followed  by  50  B-24's  who  dropped  105  tons  of  bombs  on  the 
island  from  16,000-19,000  feet.  Several  enemy  fighters  inter- 
cepted causing  minor  damage  to  our  planes. 

21  B-24*s  dropped  27  tons  with  long  delayed  fuses  on  the 
airfield  'at  CHICHI  JILIA  on  the  24th.     Bombing  was  by  radar 
and  results  were  unobserved. 

FLASHER  (SS  249)  sank  3  oilers  from  a  convoy  of  five  ships 
Off  the  coast  of  INDO-CHINa  (15-04  N.  109-06  E. J . 
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24  December  {Oahu  date)  (Continued) 

Clark  Field  was  once  again  bombed  by  B-24's  based  at 
PALAU.     "Enemy  fighter    interception  was  heavy,  50-60  Jap 
fighters  being  engaged.     18  of  these  were  shot  down  by  a 
P-47  escort  (Philippine  based).    Our  losses  were  one  P-47 
shot  down  and  10  P-47's  unreported  (believed  to  have  landed 
at  MIND0R0). 

Reports  indicate  that  one  group  of  fighters  moved  to 
the  I.jQCDORO  strip  on  the  20th  and  one  medium  bomber  squadron 
moved  in  on  the  23rd. 

Reports  have  been  received  indicating  that  the  48  B-29's 
which  attacked  NAGOYA  met  the  strongest  fighter  opposition 
encountered  to  date.    There  were  some  400  encounters  with 
enemy  interceptors,  50-60  of  them  being  coordinated  attacks. 
17  of  the  B-29's  were  holed  but  only  2  were  lost.  Gunners 
claimed  to  have  destroyed  11  enemy  fighters  plus  20  additional 
probably  destroyed. 

Com3rdFleet  232318  (pink)  outlines  the  employment  of 
Task  Force  38  in  the  LUZON  operation. 

DepComAF  242205  (pink)  discusses  policy  of  releasing 
communiques  relative  to  B-29  strikes. 

Cincpoa  240648  (pink)  discusses  various  commanders  for 
OKINAWA . 


ComGenAAFPOA  250006  (pink)  summarizes  results  of  a 
conference  between  Cincpoa,  ComGenFOA  and  AAFPOa  relat 
to  VLB,  program  in  the  MARIANAS.  /pr 


25  December  (Oahu  aate) 


ative  jf 


The  second  coordinated  attack  on  IW0  JB.IA  is  scheduled 
for  27  December.    CruDiv  5  will  duplicate  the  performance 
on  tne  24th  and  will  bombard  for  a  period  of  one  hour  and  a 
half.    No  strikes  will  be  made  by  the  XXI  Bomber  Command. 

Reports  of  an  enemy  surface  force  have  been  r eceived 
indicating  that  one  battleship,  one  CA  and  6  destroyers  have 
been  sighted  off  the  coast  of  1HND0R0. 

On  the  25th  SAIPAN  was  bombed  by  16-25  enemy  planes 
commencing  at  1910.     Isely  Field  was  bombed  from  an  estimated 
altitude  of  25,000.    Night  fighters  shot  down  3  planes  and 
AA  claims  one  destroyed  and  one  probably  destroyed    and  one 
damaged.     4  B-29's  were  destroyed  or  seriously  damaged  and 
others  suffered  minor  damage.    The  headquarters  of  the  1st 
Provisional  Engineer  Group  was  destroyed,  and  minor  damage 
was  inflicted  on  the  planes  at  Isely  Field  #2.     6  men  were 
reporter  injured  as  a  result  of  this  bombing.  0101 
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25  December  (Oahu  date)  (Continued) 

12  B-24's  bombed  the  airfield  at  IWO  JIMA  on  the  25th. 
10  single-engine  aircraft  were  observed  on  the  field. 

DTI  38    250550  (pink)  recommends  replacing  by  Helldivers 
with  Hellcats  for  the  ESSEX  and  WASP  thereby  making  a  com- 
plement of  91  fighters  and  15  torpedo  planes  on  each  of  these 
two  ships. 

CinCPac  252321  (pink)  states  that  it  is  advisable  for 
British  submarines  to  operate  from  CEYLON  until  such  time  as 
a  suitable  base  for  operations  in  the  Pacific  is  established.  / 

26  December  (Oahu  date) 


CTG-  94.9  (RAdm  Smitn)  reported  results  of  second  bombard- 
ment of  TJO  JII.IA.    The  ships  approached  from  north  of  east, 
roundea  the  south  end  of  the  island  to  the  northwest.  Bomb- 
ardment lor  an  hour  and  a  half  was  directed  chiefly  at  enemy 
shore  batteries.    For  the  last  15  minutes,  cruiser  "5"  raked 
airfields.    The  destroyers,  close  inshore,  set  afire  a  DE  and 
an  LST,  both  of  which  eventually  blew  up.     Shore  battery  fire 
was  meagre,  but  there  was  intense  minor  calibre  fire  on  a  DD 
close  to  the  beach.     DUNLAP  (DD-384)  had  her  TBS  antenna  shot 
away.     Otherwise  there  was  no  opposition.    Army  Spotting  B-24's 
was  reported  very  good.    ROE  (Dp-418)  suffered  CO  and  3  men 
woundeu  by  shrapnel  from  enemy  DE,  earlier  reported  sunk 
24  December. 


Enemy  force  reported  yesterday  to  have  been  approaching 
MINDORO  was  estimated  by  CTF  73  to  consist  of  1  YidilATO  Class 
BB,  NACHI  Class  CA,  and  6  DD's,  one  of  which  was  very  large. 
Approach  was  made  in  heavy  frontal  weather  which  extended 
from  150  miles  west  of  KTNDORO.    The  plane  that  sighted  this 
force  landed  at  IJINDORO,  refuelled  and  loaded  bombs,  then 
picked  up  the  force  again  and  claimed  2-500  pound  bomb  hits 
on  the  battleship.    At  the  same  time  and  place,  this  plane 
reports  seeing  B-25's  sink  1  DD  and  damage  another.  This 
damage  report  is  consistent  with  subsequent  sightings  of  the 
force  as  it  retired. 

The  enemy  force  was  reported  shelling  the  airfield  on 
I.TIND0R0  at  midday  on  the  26th  and  tnen  retired.  Com7thFlt 
despatched  a  force  of  2  CA,  2  CL  and  10  DD  from  LEYTE  at 
I830  (I)  but  there  were  no  indications  of  "any  PT  action. 

This  Force  was  last  reported  at  12-30  N  114-25  E  heading 
toward  CAMRANH  BAY  at  2240  (I)  the  27th. 

A  group  of  PaLAU  based  B-24's  hit  LUZON  on  the  26th.  LEYTE 
baseu  P-38's  provided  cover  and  shot  down  3  of  15  to  20  inter- 
ceptors.    1  P-38  was  lost  in  this  action. 
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Total  enemy  planes  shot  down  in  actions  in  the  LUZON 
area  on  tne  24,  25th  and  26th  is  89  plus  8  probables. 

The  Dutch  Merchant  ship  30MIEL  DICK  was  hit  by  a  suicide 
plane _ carrying  an  aerial  torpedo  .    The  resulting  explosion 
and  fires  caused  extensive  damage  to  the  ship  and  40  casualties 
were  reported. 

On  the  evening  of  the  26th  enemy  planes  raided  TIKI AN. 
1  FV  and  1  FE4Y  were  destroyed  and  several  other  planes  hit 
with  minor  damage. 

OTP  93  260612  (p4sk)  modifies  strike  against  170  JB8A 
during  period  29  December  to  10  January  inclusive. 

Com3rdFlt*s  232254     (pink)  covers  OpPlan  25-44  ( LUZON 
Operation) . 

CinOPOAs  270209  (pink)  summarizes  results  of  confererces 
held  by  CinCPOA,  ComO-enFOA  and  ComG-enAAFPOA  regarding  VLR 
program  in  the  MARIANAS. 

Com3rdFTt  250625  (pink)  outlines  search  plan  to  be  carried 
out  during  the  LUZON  Operation. 

ARNOLD'S  261950  (pink)  approves  deployment  of  VLR  Vdngs 
315  and  316  to  the  MARIANAS. 

CinCPac  262050  answers  CTF  38' s  despatch  relative  to  / 
increase  of  VF  complement  on  the  ESSE2  and  WASP'.  ^Xj 


27  December  (Oahu  date) 

Preliminary  reports  of  the  air  action  against  the  enemy 
task  force  that  bombarded  MINDORO  indicate  that  2  DD's  were 
sunk  by  our  aircraft  and  hits  were  made  on  a  cruiser  and  the 
Battleship.    Reports  also  indicate  that  2  transports  were 
hit  off  ILIK  STRAIT  and  1  other  transport  hit  off  SAN  JOSE, 
all  3  were  claimed  either  afire  or  sunk.    No  damage  appears 
to  have  been  inflicted  by  this  bombardment  group  on  the 
air  strip  on  MINDORO .    The  only  landing    report  was  at  the 
South  tip  of  MINDORO  where  B-25's  reported  several  landing 
craft  moving  toward  the  beach. 

TO  77.14,  the  cruiser  and  destroyer  force  ordered  to 
MINDORO  from  LZYTS  on  the  afternoon  of  the  26th,  apparently 
operated  off  the  west  coast  of  MINDORO  the  night  of  the  27th. 
Reports  indicate  that  this  task  force  was  ordered  to  retire  to 
LT7YT3  the  evening  of  the  28th. 
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27  December  { Oalm  date )  (  Continued )  DECLASSIFIED 

An  unknown  number  of  enemy  planes  bombed  MINDORO  in 
coordination  wita  the  enemy  task  force  that  was  bombarding 
our  positions.    No  damage  was  reported  as  a  result  of  this 
attack  wita  the  exception  of  one  Liberty  ship  being  hit  and 
beached . 

12  P-38's  are  to  be  ready  to  take  off  at  0300  (E-10)  from 
SAIPAN  for  a  dawn  attack  on  IWO  JIKA  if  there  is  another  raid 
on  the  LiARlANAS  on  the  night  of  28  -  29  December.     This  same 
plan  will  be  carried  out  on  future  nights. 

An  enemy  air  attack  was  carried  out  on  the  26th  at  SAIPAN 
on  the  GARAPAN  area.     1  direct  hit  on  a  "„uonset  hut  resulted  in 
killing  3  men  and  wounding  40  others.     5  Planes  participated 
in  this  raid  from  2007  to  2130.     Two  additional  planes  came 
in  about  an  hour  later  both  of  wnich  were  shot  down  no  bombs 
being  dropped.     Night  Fighters  report  these  planes  as  being 
Bettys . 

GINC  VEST  INDIES  STATION  271230  (pink)  states  that  he 
intends  to  strike  targets  west  of  106  East  for  3  days  commencing 
21  January  and  28  January.  / 


28  December  (Oahu  date) 

A  KINDORO  resupply  echelon  was  attacked  south  of  BOH0L  at 
1030  (I)  by  4  enemy  suicide  planes.     One  was  shot  down  by 
ships  AA;  3  hit  ships  in  the  convoy.    U.S.S.  PORCUPINE  ( 33-126) 
was  damaged  but  able  to  continue.    The  merchant  ship  JOHN 
3UR1IE  blew  up  and  sank.    The  merchant  ship  WILLIAM  SHARON  was 
heavily  damaged,  abandoned  and  drifting  when  last  observed. 
A  tug  and  2  DDfs  were  despatched  from  LEYTE  to  assist. 

A  Prisoner  of  War  from  a  Japanese  DD  which  was  sunk  off 
MIHD0R0  reports  taat  the  bombardment  force  that  has  been 
active  at  MINDORO  for  the  past  few  days  consisted  of  1  CA, 
1  0L  and  6  DD's.    He  was  a  member  of  the  crew  of  a  DD  that  was 
sunk.  Pie  stated  that  no  landing  was  contemplated.    He  also 
states  that  the  UNRYU  (CV)was  sunk  on  19  December  and  that 
the  BB  MUSASHI  was  sunk  off  LUZON  the  evening  of  24  October 
after  having  received  18  torpedoes  and  8  bomb  hits. 

At  IHND0R0  on  the  night  of  27-28  Dec  12  to  13  enemy  planes 
attacked  our  positions  six  times  during  the  night.    No  damage 
was  inflicted  on  our  positions;  3  enemy  planes  being  shot  down 
by  our  night  fighters  and  a  4th  by  AA. 


0 


28  December  (Oahu  date)  (Continued) 

PB4Y  Searoh  Planes  flew  over  I  JQ  JIMA  on  the 
day  after  the  second  bombardment)  and  noted  12  planes  on  the 
South   field.  Both  airfields  were  reported  to  be  in  good 
condition. 

CinCPac  280648  (pink)  outlines  to  OinCBPF  that  his  forces 
will  have  the  use  of  anchorages  and  airstrips  at  MANETS  but 
will  be  supported  by  British  resources  only. 

CinCPac  281408  (pink)  outlines  his  estimate  of  the  situation 
and  states  that  3rd  Pleet  will  operate  in  the  SOUTH  CHINA  SEA 
if  any  enemy  force  is  located  and  attack  and  destroy  same. 

CinCPOA  281712  (pink)  outlines  to  all  TP  Commanders  the 
air-surface  zones. 

CinCPac  290331  (pink)  outlines  to  CominCh  the  night  carrier 
organization  and  states  that  trie  SARATOGA  is  assigned  as  a  night 
carrier  only  as  a  temporary  expedient  for  the  I.YO  JIMA  Operation. 

CTG  30.5  290345  (pink)  covers  the  anti-snooper  barrier  to 
be  maintained  between  TP  38  and  the  oilers. 

CinCPac  290513  (pink)  states  that  if  we  are  to  supply  fuel 
and  gasoline  to  Allied  forces  it  is  requested  that  an  early  reply 
be  given  so  as  to  obtain  tankers,  etc. 

OTP  38  260036  authorizes  temporary  complement  of  91  fighters 
and  15  Avengers  for  ISSE3  and  WASP.  Cancellation  of  authorization 
to  be  effective  upon  completion  of  current  operation. 

COirENCH  272055  covers  the  report  of  the  Board  on  the  L^YTS 
Base.     In  general  approval  is  indicated  subject  to  some  reductions, 

CinCPac  282358  sets  forth  the  complement  of  CarDivs  22 
to  27  inclusive  plus  CarDivs  11,  12  and  carrier  transport 
squadrons.  ^  ' 


29  December  (Oahu  date) 

At  dusk  on  the  28th  the  MIND0R0  re supply  echelon  was 
heavily  attacked  by  enemy  planes  for  a  period  of  one  hour 
and  a  half.    L3T  750  was  torpedoed,  badly  damaged  and  sunk 
by  our  gunfire  at  0830  on  the  29th.     The  convoy  was  again 
under  heavy  air  attack  off  FAN AY.    No  damage  is  as  yet  reported. 
In  the  latter  attack  8  planes  were  reported  shot  down  by  ships 
AA. 

72  B-29's  took  off  to  attack  the  Musashino  Aircraft  Plant 
on  the  27th.     38  Planes  bombed  the  primary  target  witn  100  tons 
of  bombs,  7  others  attacked  TOIIYO  Urban  area  and  5  attacked  the 
HONSHU"  area.     21  Planes  returned  early.    Fighter  opposition  was 
generally  heavy  with  approximately  300  attacks  reported.  19 
enemy  fighters  were  claimed  destroyed,  15  others  probably  sl#g 
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29  December  (Oahu  date)   (Continued)  DECLASSIFIED 
destroyed.     3  B-29fs  were  lost. 

26  P-24's  dropped  delayed  fuse  500  pound  bombs  on  the 
airfields  on  the  29th  at  I  /O  JIMA. 

CinCPae's  290014  (pink)  directs  ComFwd^irea  to  include 
Cruiser  bombardment  on  BCNINS  in  all  future  major  attacks 
against  IWC  JIMA. 

Oom3rdFlt's  282114,  282137,  232150,  290045  (all  pink) 
covers  Com3rdFlt  OpPlan  for  the  LUZON  Operation  and  also 
covers  Appendix  1  and  2  of  3rdFlt  OpPlan  25-44  (LUZON  Operations) 

Fleet  Admiral  Kimitz  and  RAdm  Sherman  returned  to  Pearl 
Harbor  from  L3YTE  30  December.   (Cahu  date).  J 

a/  <r 


30  December  (Oahu  date) 

TF  38  is  moving  towards  its  fuelling  rendezvous  east  of 
LUZON  where  on  January  3rd  they  will  carry  out  the  first  strike 
on  FORMOSA. 


Com7thFlt  reports  that  the  KINDORO  resupply  echelon  arrived 
at  the  beachhead  the  morning  of  the  30th  having  been  under 
frequent  air  attack  until  midnight.    The  only  further  casualty 
reported  was  LST  205  which  was  slightly  damaged  the  cause  not 
having  been  reported. 

A  photographic  plane  from  the  20th  Bomber  Command  renorts 
sightings  at  CAP  3T  JACQJEBS  as  2  EB's,  2  OA's  and  4  DD's/ 

RAZOR BACK  (33-394)  reports  a  9  hour  running  attack  on  a 
convoy  of  2  tankers,  2  freighters  and  2  escorts  resulting  in 
1  DD  definitely  sunk  and  1  AO  probably  sunk;  this  was  on  the 
evening  of  the  30th. 

On  the  night  of  the  29th-30th  20  enemy  planes  were  over 
MINDORO  only  2  however  attacked  dropping  bombs  in  the  water  and 
strafing  beaches  with  no  damage  reported.     Night  Fighters  shot 
down  1  enemy  plane  and  AA  a  2nd. 

At  IWO  JIMA  on  the  night  of  the  29th-30th  9  B-24's  attacked 
individually  at  45  minute  intervals  with  fragmentation  bombs.  On 
the  30th  14  B-24's  dropped  28  tons  on  the  airfields  with  results 
being  largely  unobserved. 

CINCPOA's  261950  (pink)  designates  27th  Inf  Div  as  Floating 
Reserve  rather  than  .'urea  Reserve  for  ICEBERG. 

CIl.'C  BPF  241216  (pink)  outlines  to  the  Admiralty  that 
British  Liaison  Officers  with  CinCPac  should  become  Liaison 
Officers  for  the  British  Pacific  Fleet. 

2188 


i1  ci  gggggg-  S\ 

30  December  (Cahu  Date)  (Continued) 


DECLASSIFIED 


CIKCPOA's  270440  (pink)  covers  the  policy  as  to  the 
availability  of  service  Units  in  the  JoPac  for  movement  to 
the  3WP. 

C0K3RDFLT 1 s  220608  (pink)  states  that  Fleet  Units  must 
obtain  earliest  and  best  weather  information  in  order  to 
effectively  carry  out  missions  assigned. 

IL JioH.vLL* s  301634  (pink)  outlines  certain  units  in  the 
SoPac  area  that  are  excepted  fro:;:  the  EILBAS  Agreement  and 
are  released  from  SoPac  to  SWF* 


31  December  (Oahu  date) 

On  the  30th,  p.ioto  reconnaisance  by  the  20th  BomCom 
disclosed  following  ships  at  CAPE  3T.  J.ICQUE3: 

2  I3E  Class  BE  (XCV) ,  both  damaged 
1  MQ&AMI  Class  CA,  damaged. 
1  Seaplane  tender 
1  FtTHEKI  Class  DD 

1  unidentified  DD 
4  large  DE 

2  AO 
1  AK 

1  sunken  AK 


ComNavGroup  CEEHi,  reports  that  2  BE,  2  CA,  2  DD  departed 
CAPE  ST.  JACQUES  night  of  December  30,  leaving  AK  and  2  DD  on 
the  31st.     absence  of  combatant  ships  confirmed  by  LEYTE  search 
plane . 

Com7thEleet  reports  the  LDZNDORO  resupply  ecnelot^  suffered 
a  heavy  air  attack  on  the  evening  of  the  31st.  G.JTSEYCORT^ 
(DD  60c)  was  seriously  damaged  when  hit  amidship  by  a  suicide 
plane.     After  fireroom  demolished,  after  engineroom  flooded, 
maindeck  demolished  amidship.    The  ship  was  towed  to  the  PT 
base  at  I>:iKDCR0.  and  all  personnel  removed.     22  men  are  missing 
FRIKGLE  (DD  477)  was  nit  but  had  only  minor  damage,  and  is  now 
returning  with  the  convoy.    PORCUPINE  (IX  126),  the  storage 
tanker  hit  earlier  in  the  trip,  was  a^ain  hit  and  seems  to  be 
a  total  loss.    ORESTES  (aGP  10)  was  badly  damaged  by  fires  and 
explosions.     30  men  killed  or  missing,  32  seriously  wounded. 
I.'.erJnip  B0 BART  BAKER  was  hit  by  bombs  and  sunk.     iTotal:     1  DD, 
1  I".:,  1  XAK,     sunk:  1  AGP  seriously  damaged,  1  DD  damaged). 
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01  0851  CTF  57  to  CINCPAC,  COMCEHPAC  info  COMSOPAC,  COMAIRSOPAC. 

TARAWA  tank  Harm  HAWKINS  75%.    49  hardstands  18  inch  surfacing  complete. 
LIULLINIX  fighter  strip  1800  by  60  with  10  inch  surfacing.    APAMAMA  LST 
jetty  45,o,     Bomber  strip  75%.    Taxiways  55%.    MAKIN  bomeor  strip  and 
taxiways  75%. 

01  2335  COMIHCH  &  CNO  to  CINCPAC,  COMSOWESPAC  info  COMAIRPAC,  CINCSOWESPAC,  & 
GOFS  U3  ARMY.  —  — 


This  is  CominCh  and  CNO  number  13  effective  at  once  permanent  allocation 
of  Destroyers  to  7th  Fit  established  as  2  full  squadrons  of  which  at  least 
1  squadron  to  be  2100  or  2200  tons  class.    CinCPac  provide  these  Destroyers 
from  PacFlt  and  arrange  with  Com  7thPlt  for  rotating  them  as  necessary. 
Com  7thFlt  consult  with  CinCPOA  regarding  provision  of  additional  Destroyers 
for  naval  support  of  specific  operations.    This  supersedes  my  101546  October. 

04  0120  CINCPAC  to  COMFANSSAFKON  info  COMINCH,  COM  3RD  FLEET,  COM  5TH  FLEET,  CTF  68. 

Direct  TG  12.2.    Rad  Hustvedt.     BatDiv  7,    DeaDiv  38  proceed  at  best  SOA  to 
FUNAFUTI.    Arrival  TG  dissolved  report  Com5thFlt  for  duty.  Advise  ETA  and 
maximum  draft  battleships. 

04  20522  C0M10TH  FLEET  TO  ALUSNA  MOSCOW,  AMCON  VLADIVOSTOK  infor  CINCPAC,  COMWESSEAFRCN 

ADCOHNOIflTCSSEAFRON,  CP-MA  LS3C,  COMNORPACFOR,  HSHQ.  

Approved  by  Commander  10th  Fleet  C  and  R  and  CNO  following  new  median  line 
for  Russian  traffic  is  established.    From  55-00  North  166-30  West  to  55-00 
north  180-00  thence  Rhumb  line  to  DALNI  POINT  light  and  radio  beacon  north 
BIDVgN  TRANCE  AVACHA  BAY.      Vessels  to  proceed  10  to  15  miles  to  starboard  of 
Median; This  modifies  ALUSNA  MOSCOW  dis  181818  November  not  to  all  addees. 

05  2113  CTF  47  to  CINCPAC,  COMCEMPAC  info  COMSOPAC  CCl.iAIRSOPAC . 

Progress  summary.    At  TARAWA  HAT/KINS  FIELD  main  runway  exclusive  of  turning 
space,  is  now  5600  feet  by  300  feet  with  12  inch  top  surfacing.    West  taxiway 
i3  2500  by  100  feet  with  6  inch  top  surfacing.    East  taxiway  is  1600  by  100 
feet  with  12  inch  top  surfacing.    43  hardstands  completed  with  18  inch  top 
surfacing  and  average  size  30  by  60  feet.    A  and  R  area  is  surfaced.  Tank 
farm  is  97%  complete.    MULLINX  bomber  taxiway  is  3200  by  60  feet  with  10  inch 
surfacing.     Fighter  taxiway  rough  grading  is  20%  done.    Heavy  AA  emplacements 
of  the  2nd  defense  battalion  87%  sea  coast  72%  special  weapons  85%  and  infantry 
7Z%  complete.    MAXIN  has  bomber  strip  and  bomber  taxiway  78%  complete.  Ground 
defenses  are  about  82%  operative.     Communications  82%  effective.  APAMAMA 
reports  lagoon  road  20%  done  taxiways  60%.    Permanent  communications  20%. 
Hardstaids  25%. 
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10  0555  GTF  57  to  CHTCPAC  info  CI  JO,  CCMSWRCM  6. 

■M(Ti»t  3eirrpt.     First  phase  project  King  MARSHALLS  mining  operation  completed. 
In  JALUIT  ATOLL  10  mark  12  model  1  mines  with  M3  mechanism  laid  in  Southeast 
pass  and  9  mark  12  model  1  with  M3  laid  in  anchorage  within  1  mile  of  JABOR 
pier.    4  mark  12  model  lwith  US  jettisoned  in  deep  water  outside  atoll.  1 
mark  12  model  1  with  M3  jettisoned  1.5  miles  east  northeast  of  Breakfast 
Island  in  lagoon.    In  MALOELAP  atoll  11  mark  13  mines  with  M4  modal  2  mechanism 
laid  in  INIJUN  Channel  and  20  mark  13  with  M4  in  TAROA  anchorage  within  1 
mile  of  shore.    4  mark  13  with  M4  laid  in  channel  northwest  of  ENIJUN  ISLAND. 
5  mark  13  with  M4-2  jettisoned  in  lagoon  between  ENIJUN  and  South  opening 
and  4  outside  lagoon  east  of  KUMARU  ISLAND.     In  WOTJE  Atoll  4  mark  12-1 
with  M3  and  4  with  M3-2  laid  in  SCHISCHMAROV  Strait.    6  mark  12-1  with  M3-2 
mechanisms  4  M12  with  M3  and  26  MI3  with  M4  laid  in  WOTJE  anchorage  within 
1  mile  of  shore  no  planes  lost  no  damage.     One  strike  of  4  PB4Y-1  to  mine 
ENIJUN  Channel  MALOELAP  flew  by  day.    All  others  at  dusk  or  by  moonlight. 
These  minefields  will  be  strengthened  and  alternate  ship  passages  mined  in 
2nd  phase  of  operation.    Total  mines  expended  42  mark  12  70  mark  13. 

11  2148  COMINCH  to  CIKCPOA. 

The  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  have  approved  the  following  as  their  policy  "That 
no  statements  agreements  or  plans  be  made  by  them  and  no  action  be  taken  by 
forces  under  their  control  which  directly  or  indirectly  might  be  construed 
as  a  basis  for  any  nation  other  than  the  United  States  obtaining  sovereignty 
or  any  other  territorial  rights  in  the  Japanese  Mandated  Islands  during  or 
after  the  present  war." 

15  0321  CTF  57  to  CINCPtC  info  CNO,  C0MSERVR0N  6. 

fleet  Soorot^    My  dis  100555.    Add  2  mark  13  mines  jettisoned  WOTJE  lagoon. 

1  about  2  miles  east  WOTJE  Island.     1  in  center  of  lagoon.    All  jettisoned 
mines  armed.    Following  mark  12  mod  1  mines  laid  completing  2nd  phase 
operation  K.     In  Maloelap  Atoll.    2  with  M  3  mod  2  mechanisms  in  south 
opening.     2  with  M  3  in  channel  northwest  ENIJUN  Island.     2  with  M  3  and 

2  with  M  3  mod  2  in  TORAPPU  Channel.    In  WOTJE  Atoll.    2  with  M  3  mod  2  in 
LEGEDIAK  Strait.    2  with  M  3  mod  2  added  to  8  already  in  SCHISCHMAREV  Strait. 
4  with  M  3  mod  2  laid  in  channel  southeast  of  KEICHEN  Island.     In  MILLE 
Atoll  4  with  M  3  in  T0KAWA  Channel.     1  of  these  possibly  hit  shallow  water 
on  reef.     1  PBY  with  2  nark  12  mod  1  mines  with  M  3  Mod  2  for  MILLE  failed 

to  return.    These  2  may  also  have  been  laid  T0KAUA.    Total  mines  expended 
40  mark  12  mod  1  with  M  3  mechanisms  and  24  with  M  3  mod  2.    72  mark  13. 
Complete  report  follows  by  air  mail. 
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12  0120  CTF  57  to  CTNCPAC  COHCBNPAC  Info  COMSOPAC  COMAIRSOPAC. 

Progress  summary.    At  TARAWA  HAT/KINS  reports  air  strip  and  taxiways  finished. 
Hardstands  85$,  dock  25$,  Housing  75$,  incinerator  95$,  CIC  building  925?  com- 
pleted.   Coral  surfacing  of  roads  10$  complete.    Mobile  shops  87$  completed 
and  are  operating.    2  messes  operating  and  officers  mess  12$  completed.  Pipe 
line  started  pumping  into  Tank  farm  10th  January.    Signal  tower  in  operation. 
431st  BombRon  camp  area  50$  completed  and  construction  5$  completed.  At 
HAWKINS  chief  problems  are  lack  of  buildings,  lumber,  wire,  refrigeration, 
and  generators.    MULLMIX  field  reports  bomber  strip  6100    by  400  cleared  and 
grubbed  with  rough  grading  4100  by  250,  fine  grading  2500  by  250,  and  27 
hardstands  completed  except  for  extension.     Bomber  taxiway  rough  grading  90$ 
completed  and  10  inch  layer  3100  by  60  with  9  hardstands  finished.  Fighter 
strip  rough  grading  90$  done  and  10  inch  layer  3100  by  60  with  11  hardstands 
finished.    Fighter  taxiway  cleared  and  grubbed  and  rough  grading  80$  completed. 
Buildings  are  72$  completed  and  ready  tanks  are  complete  togethwr  with  5  ready 
bomb  storage  pits  and  5  tanks  on  small  island  tank  farm.  Submarine  pipe  line 
complete.    MAKIN  says  bomber  airstrip  90$  complete.    Marston  mat  surface  extends 
for  4720  feet.    Will  extend  to  7000  feet  when  balance  of  mat  arrives.  Bomber 
taxiways,  hardstands,  and  dispersal  areas  95%  complete.  Mareng  cell  tanks  com- 
plete.   Tank  farm  40°/,  complete.    Communications  85%  satisfactory  operation  with 
JCC  constructed  and  in  use.    Roads  fair.  Housing,  tactical,  good,  administrative 
fair.    Kitchens,  mess  halls,  latrines  built  and  screened  and  are  90%  complete. 
Ground  defenses  85%  effective.  Repair  facilities,  motor,  adequate  for  only  2/3 
demand,  and  only  mobile  repair  units  in  operation  for  airplanes.  Storage  facili- 
ties restricted  but  sufficient.    Cargo  handling  facilities  in  harbor  limited  and 
largely  temporary.  Principal  shortages  are  heavy  equipment,  lumber,  and  infor- 
mation on  future  plans.  APAMAMA  reports  mess  halls  and  latrines  for  VB  47,  VB4B, 
and  VF  45  nearing  completion.    Airstrip  is  6000  feet.    Return  taxiway  of  4000 
feet  in  operation.    Small  loop  taxiway  to  takeoff  area  in  operation.  Large 
loop  taxiway  50$*    50  heavy  bomber  stands  done.    To  handle  heavy  bombers  satis- 
factorily need  to  widen  strip  taxiways  and  hardstands.  Bottlenecks  are  lack  of 
repair  parts ' for  Le  Tourneau  equipment.     Lack  of  tanker  moorings  for  tank  farm. 
Lack  of  sufficient  boat  pool.  LST  jetty  progress  nil  due  to  washaway  and  lack  of 
manpower  for  riprapping,  therefore  will  work  on  deeper  boat  channels  and  more 
unloading  space  instead. 


17  2246  C0HAIPS0PAC  to  C0MAIRS0LS,  COMFAIRWING  1  Info  13TII  AIRPORCE,  CO  RNZAF  GUADAL, 
CTF  72,  COllSOPA^,  COHCENPAC,  COKAIRCENPAC. 

Following  division  responsibility  for  recco  and  strikes  both  day  and  night 
between  SoFac  and  SoWesPac  became  effective  1200  L  (-11)  17  January.  MacArthur 
160053  not  to  all  adees.    SoPac  forces  the  area  north  and  east  of  line  153 
degrees  east  north  to  06  degrees  south  thence  northwest  to  NEW  BRITAIN  coast 
at  152  degrees  east  05  degrees  south  thence  across  NEW  BRITAIN  to  CAPE  LAMBERT 
at  151-30  east  04-12  south  thence  north  to  north  coast  NEW  IRELAND  at  151-30 
East  02-58  south  then  northwest  along  north  coast  of  NEW  IRELAND  extended 
indefinitely.    Recco  and  bombing  in  SoWesPac  Area  by  SoPac  forces  will  be 
coordinated  with  forces  and  vice  versa.    KAVIENG  remains  SoWesPac  responsi- 
bility. 
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09  0020  COMNORPAC  to  NORPACFOR. 

Make  following  addition  ComNorPac  Op  Plan  No.  1-44  Annex  A  Page  7.  Under 
Russian  shipping  routes  add  new  paragraph  as  follows:    Until  further  orders 
new  median  line  for  RUSSIAN  traffic  is  established  as  follows;    From  Lat  55 
degrees  North,  Long  166-30  West  to  Lat  55  degrees  North  Long  180  degrees 
thence  via  rhumb  line  to  DALNI  POINT  LIGHT  and  Radio  Beacon  North  side 
entrance  AVAC1IA  BAY.    Ships  will  proceed  10  to  15  miles  to  starboard  this 
median.    Correction  HR  2  to  ComNorPac  OpPlan  1-44. 

20  0034  CTF  16  to  C0MSERVR0N  4,  CTG  50.17,  USS  WILLIAM  C  FILLER  (DE259). 

CinCPac  has  imposed  following  anti-submarine  attack  restrictions  on  ships 
engaged  in  the  FLINTLOCK  Operations  from  D  minus  5  day  until  changed  or 
abolished  by  him:    Attack  no  submarines  North  or  West  of  rhumb  line  from 
PEARL  to  14-00  North,  162-00  East,  then  to  center  of  ENIWETOK  Atoll  to  center 
of  P0NAPE  to  center  of  KUSAIE,  nor  within  circles  drawn  from  latter  3  points 
with  a  radius  of  50  miles.     Info  to  be  passed  by  means  other  than  radio  in 
all  cases. 

25  0653  COMNORPAC  to  CINCPOA,  COMALSEC,   COTTC-E?:  11TII  AIRFORCE,  COMGENALASDEPT . 

ComNorPac  replies  CinCPOA  222329.    Number  8500  foot  landing  strips  completed. 
0  fields  under  construction  or  construction  authorized  3  (SHEMYA,  AMCHITKA 
and  UMNAK).    Scheduled  dates  conpletion  now  indefinite  but  all  3  fields  can 
be  completed  by  March  1st.    Number  B29's  each  will  accommodate.    SHEMYA  and 
AMCHITKA.    75.    UMNAK  47.    New  subject.     In  addition,  Amy  has  authority  to 
extend  sattelite  field  on  UMNAK  (BERRY  FIELD)  to  8500  feet  to  be  completed 
by  June  1st.    ADAK  has  7800  foot  runway  steel  matted  with  accommodations 
for  40  planes.    Considered  suitable  as  major  field  repair  station  but  not 
for  operation  B29  with  full  military  loads. 

26  20*5  COMNORPAC  to  CNO  Info  CinCPac,  ComGen  11th  AF,  ComGen  Alaskan  Dept., 

ComAlSecT   "  1  ~  

Soviet  proposal  contained  in  AMCONVLAD  250010  Quote  They  desire  fishing 
craft  especially  whalers  be  permitted       operate  any  where  to  east  or 
west  in  Bering  Sea  North  of  Parallel  63  Territorial' waters  of  the  U.S.A. 
excepted  Unquote      Satisfactory  to  ComNorPac. 

27  0615  COMCENPAC  to  CENFACF0R  Info  CINCPAC  COMSERVPAC  C0MAIRPAC. 
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MAKIN  Lagoon  will  be  available  for  emergency  use  by  all  types  of  ships  during 
FLINTLOCK.    All  ships  pass  to  ships  in  company  not  holding  this  system,  also 
pass  to  Army  commands  you  are  responsible  for.    Ample  anchorage  area. 
Entrance  channel  is  2  miles  long  width  500  feet.    Least  depth  43  feet  fairly 
straight.    Current  normally  sets  from  east  to  west  with  small  component 
across  axis  of  channel.    Pilots  with  charts  will  be  available  off  entrance 
for  ships  entering. 
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I1  2259  CINCPAC  to  C  OF  g  US  ARMY,  Info  COMSOPAC,  COMGENCEHTPAC,  COMOEffSOPAC 

Nimitz  to  Marshall.    Conferences  with  Richardson  and  Harmon  showed  it 
to  be  impracticable  to  supply  Central  Pacific  needs  from  South  Pacific 
Bince  personnel  from  rear  areas  in  the  South  Pacific  will  continue  for 
sometime  to  be  absorbed  by  own  forward  areas.    Army  garrisons  at  CHRISTMAS, 
CANTON  and  PALMYRA  are  being  reduced  to  a  minimum  and  BAKER  is  being 
virtually  closed  in  order  to  make  Army  personnel  available  to  relieve 
Marines  in  the  GILBERTS.    PARA.    The  latitude  accorded  CINCPOA  in  real- 
location of  Army  personnel  in  the  interests  of  efficient  employment  is 
appreciated  and  the  need  for  economy  in  Army  personnel  will  be  borne 
in  mind  at  all  times.    While  I  am  unable  now  to  recommend  any  specific 
economies  not  already  initiated  by  Richardson  and  Harmon  the  question 
will  be  kept  alive  and  I  will  rely  on  them  to  initiate  or  porpfcae  re- 
ductions of  establishments  whenever  practicable.    This  answers  your 
120107. 

February  (GCT) 

01  1810  COMINCH  to  CINCPAC  Info  COMSUBSFAC. 

Roullard  adviBed  by  Convoy  Officer  that  beginning  31  January  Red  ships 
will  not  use  TSUSHIMA  STRAITS  this  winter.    Your  242231  January.  Now 
attempting  obtain  confirmation  MOSCOW.     Ice  conditions  VLAD  area  now 
reported  very  bad. 

08  1621  JO INT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  to i  CINCPOA  CINCSOWESPAC  info  COMSOPAC  COM  7TH  FLT 
CHIEF  OF  STAFF  US  ARMY.  1       ~  ~  

Most  secret.    Recommendations  contained  in  paragraph  9  of  CinCPOA's  secret 
security  serial  00014  of  30  January  regarding  specific  allocations  of  naval 
vessels  to  the  3rd  ard  7th  Fleets  for  the  BISMARCK  ARCHIPELAGO  operations 
are  approved  by  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff. 

10  2212  COMINCH  and  CNO  to  COM  12TH  FLEET  CINCLANT  CINCPAC  COM  7TH  FLEET  COM  8TH 
FLEET  info  ADMIRALTY  AIR  MINISTRY  COS  ARMY. 

British  Admiralty  and  Air  Ministry  and  CominCh  have  agreed  upon  following 
definition  of  operational  control  as  to  forces  of  the  services  concerned. 
Para.  "Operational  control  comprises  those  functions  of  command  involving 
composition  of  task  forces  or  groups  or  units,  assignments  of  tasks,  desig- 
nations af  objectives  and  coordination  necessary  to  accomplish  the  mission. 
It  shall  always  be  exercised  where  possible  by  making  use  of  normal  organi- 
zation units  assigned,  through  the  responsible  commanders.     It  does  not 
include  such  matters  as  administration,  discipline,  internal  organization 
and  training  of  units.    Para.  US  units  assigned  to  the  operational  control 
of  a  British  Commander  or  Vice  versa  operating  without  a  combined  staff 
shall  normally  be  assigned  a  mission  which  sets  forth  the  tasks  for  which 
the  unit  is  assigned.    It  is  recognized  that  the  operational  authority 
may  in  emergency  or  unusual  situations  employ  assigned  units  on  any  task 
that  he  considers  essential  to  effective  execution  of  his  operational 
responsibility"    This  is  CominCh  and  CWO  16. 


SECRET- 


January  (GCT) 


2192 


-SEC-RHP  ■ 


February  (GCT) 


°  DECLASSIFIED 


13  0013    COMCEKPACFOR  to  ALL  TFC's  FLINTLOCK  info  CINCPAC,  CrWSERVPAC,  COMAIRPAC 
CCMSERVROTI  10,   CTG  50.19 

During  absenoe  ComCenPaoFor  on  CATCHTOLE  SEPA3&.  will  assume  duties  ComCen- 
PacFor GILBERTS  MARSHALL  Area.    TFC  FLINTLOCK  and  CATCHPOLE  make  requests 
fuels  lute  oils  and  gasses  to  CTG  50.17.    For  ammunition  provisions  other 
stores  to  CoraServRon  10.    Address  requests  CTF  57  and  CTF  57  SubCom  for 
information. 

15  0220    CIHCPAC  to  C0M5THPHIBF0R,  CG  CENTPAC,  COMCENTFAC,  COKAIRCKNPAC,  COMAIRPAC, 
CaiSTHPHIBCOEPS,   CCMSERVPAC,  info  CQMIWCH,  CKO,  COMHAlVSEAFRrtt,   COHSOPAC, — 

The  Central  Pacific  Forward  Area  ishereby  established.     Its  forward  limits 
are  the  positions  held  by  the  enemy.     Its  rearward  limits  are  the  forward 
limits  of  administrative  sub  areas  including  the  Hawaiian  Department  and 
Hawaiian  Sea  Frontier.    In  itially  the  forward  area  includes  the  ELLICE, 
GILBERT  and  MARSHALL  Islands.    ComAirCenPac  is  designated  also  as  Commander 
Forward  Area.     In  that  capacity  he  will  act  as  a  sub  area  commander  of  the 
Central  Pacific  Area.    He  will  exercise  command  over  all  shore  based  air 
forces,  Island  commands  and  naval  surface  forces  specifically  assigned. 
Para.  Commander  Forward  Area  will  normally  be  responsible  directly  to  CinC 
POA  except  when  other  command  arrangements  are  specifically  prescribed. 
Now  and  until  otherwise  prescribed  he  will  be  responsible  to  ComCentPac. 

18  0538    CINCPAC  to  COMAIRPAC  Info  COMAIRCENPAC,  COMFAIR  Iff IRS  Z 

My  242255,    Cominch  261655  organize  let  Group  Fleet  Air  Vfing  2  in  forward 
area  as  soon  as  practicable.    Group  Commander  should  exercise  cortmand  in  his 
own  right  and  Bhould  have  an  adequate  staff  for  purposes  indicated  in  Com- 
AirCenPac 160555. 

18  2120  COMGEH  SAMOA  to  MARCORPS  Info  CINCPAC,  COMSOPAC,  MARPAC . 

Command  passes  to  Commandant  Naval  Station  March  1.  Refer  Mar Corps  serial 
003A1144  to  simplify  administration  and  control  intend  return  headquarters 
company  U.S.  and  disband  after  arrival.  Advise. 

19  1307  ANPB  to  CINCPOA,  PETROLEUM  BOARD  Info  CQMSERVPAC,  COJJSOWESPAC 

CQMSER OKS OPAC ,   C O^SERVPAC  SU BC CM. 

As  of  approximately  April    1944  no  further  navy  special  fuel  oil  will 
be  available  for  loading  at  California  ports  for  CenPac,  SoPac  and 
SoWesPac  except  such  scheduled  loadings  as  may  from  time  to  time  be 
required  from  surplus  mentioned  herein.     California  production  navy 
special  fuel  thereafter  will  be  used  for  west  coast  bunkering  and  to 
supply  North  Pacific.    Any  resulting  surplus  west  coast  production 
will  be  used  to  build  reserve  to  meet  unforseen  contingencies.  Ex- 
portable portion  west  coast  avgaB  production  will  be  used  primarily 
to  meet  requirements  of  North  Pacific  and  Central  Pacific  any  portio'n 
remaining  therefrom  applicable  to  other  Pacific  theaters.  Remaining 
Pacific  Avgas  requirements  will  be  loaded  in  Caribbean  or  U.  S.  Gulf. 
After  supplying  coastwise  and  TlorPac  reqvn  remerts  west  coast  pro- 
duction will  provide  maximum  90,000  bbls  monthly  of  bulk  80  octane 


motor  gasoline  for  SoPac  and  CenPac  and  300,000  bbls  monthly  bulk 
diesel  fuel  for  these  areas.     Because  of  other  theater  demands 
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tanker  situation  extremely  tight  and  therefore  probably  necessary  to 
draw  on  Pearl  fuel  oil  stocks  for  next  several  weeks  after  which 
stocks  will  be  rebuilt  as  rapidly  as  additional  tankers  available. 
March         ^  1S  planned  to  raeet  ftl1  drum  product  requirements  on  west  coast. 

011230/05  COMINCH  to  US  FLEET 

The  following  uniform  definitions  for  reporting  enemy  aircraft  losses  have 
been  adopted  by  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  and  are  forwarded  for  compliance! 
paragraph  one  aircraft  in  flight  shall  be  considered  destroyed  when:  (a) 
seen  to  crash.     (B)  Seen  to  disintegrate  in  the  air  or  be  enveloped  in 
flames.     (C)  Seen  to  descend  on  friendly  territory  and  be  captured,  (d) 
Pilot  and  entire  crew  seen  to  bail  out.     Paragraph  two  aircraft  not  in  flight 
shall  be  considered  destroyed  when:     (a)  Seen  by  photograph  to  have  been 
blown  apart  or  burned  out.     (B)  Seen  by  strike  photo  to  have  been  within 
unobstructed  lethal  radius  of  a  fragmentation  bomb.     (C)  Seen  to  sink  in  deep 
water.     (D)  Known  to  have  been  aboard  carrier  or  other  ship  at  time  of  con- 
firmed sinking.    Paragraph  three  aircraft  shall  be  considered  probably  de- 
stroyed when:  (A)  While  in  flight  it  is  so  damaged  as  to  have  less  than  an 
even  chance  of  reaching  its  own  territory  safely.     (B)  So  damaged  by  bombing 
or  strafing  as  to  have  less  than  an  even  chance  of  being  repaired. 

03  1655      C  CM  INCH  to  COMIIORWESTSEAFRON,  C0M15,  CQMALSEC  Info  C  QP  S  ARMY,  C0MSESSEAFR0N 

CINCPAC  '     —  ' 

Concerning  category  of  defense  for  ALASKA  and  the  ALEUTIANS  the  Joint  Chiefs 
of  Staff  have  directed  that  all  Alaskan  Territory  east  of  the  western 
boundary  of  present  UNALASKA  subsector  be  placed  in  category  of  defense  A 
and  that  the  ALEUTIANS  west  of  the  western  boundary  of  the  UNALASKA  subsector 
remain  in  category  of  defense  C.    Foregoing  is  effective  immediately.  Take 
necessary  action. 

04  0228      CTF  57  to  CT1TCPAC,  CITTCPOA,  C0I.1CEITPAC  Info  C0MS0PAC,  CQT.IA'RSOPAC. 

Progress  summary.    PORCELAW  as  of  29th.     1  squadron  Corsairs  present. 
Screened  messes  and  kitchens.    Pit  latrines.    Ready  to  receive  additional 
fighters.    Ready  to  receive  bombers  7  March.     Some  messing  and  berthing 
facilities  ready  first  on  above  date.    Airfield  operational  but  under 
construction.    Runway  85$  complete.     Taxiways  and  hardstands  15°b.  Servicing 
facilities  limited  but  adequate  on  above  dates.    MAJURO  as  of  27th.  Sub- 
i^rade  has  been  prepared  for  entire  length  of  field.    Runway  is  completed 
for  a  distance  of  4000  feet.    Shoulders  are  completed  for  a  distance  of 
4000  feet  on  the  south  side.    About  2000  feet  of  shoulder  on  the  north 
side  now  useable.     Excavation  of  taxiway  and  'tardstands  now  in  progress. 
Operation  tower  has  been  erected  by  housing  for  equipment  has  not  been 
completed.     Ready  tanks  are  under  construction.     Temporary  facilities  for 
Casu  and  1  7MSB  squadron  have  been  put  into  operation.     5  tanks  of  tank  farm 
have  been  completed  and  pipe  connections  to  these  tanks  have  been  nade. 
Tanker  connecti  on  is  under  construction.     r^'RLESQ'Ili  report  not  received. 

12  0110Z    MARSIIALL  to  RICHARDSON  info  CINCPAC. 

972-11 th  now  on  HAWAII  on  training  status  are  the  33rd  and  38th  divisions. 
These  divisions  are  earmarked  for  movement  to  Southwest  Pacific  in  April 
and  May.    Current  War  Department  plans  do  not  contemplate  staging  any  addi- 
tional divisions  to  HAWAII  for  jungle  and  amphibious  training  prior  to 
utilization  outside  of  Central  Pacific  area.  2  J  34 


SECRET- 

March  (GOT) 


14  0845 

Q  6326-14th 


Local  requirements  make  necessary  D  day  RECKLESS  operation  be  22nd 
April  reference  JCS  5171  dated  12th  March.    This  would  necessitate 
ultimate  date  return  Pacific  Fleet  vessels  para  3  (2)  directive 
be  extended  to  12th  May.    Request  approval. 


It  has  been  agreed  between  Admiralty  and  GominCh  that  coordinated 
attacks  in  which  U.S.  forces  are  involved  with  other  United  Nations 
forces  occurring  in  British  strategic  area  Atlantic  and  Indian  Ocean 
will  be  assessed  by  Admiralty.    Those  occurring  in  U.S.  strategic 
area  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Ocean  will  be  assessed  by  Cominch,  U.S. 
forces  involved  in  cases  where  Admiralty  assesses  should  forward 
original  action  report  with  track  chart  traces  and  or  photographs 
to  Admiralty  and  send  copy  of  action  report  direct  to  GominCh. 


This  GominCh  &  CNO  No.  18.    AINav  61  established  the  17th  Naval  Dist. 
effective  15  April  1944.  Para  1.    On  15  April  1944  following  changes 
in  Sea  Frontier  delimitation  become  effective.    Refer  Cominch  &  CNO 
serial  01158  of  19  June  1942.    A.    Alaska  Sea  Frontier  established 
with  same  boundaries  as  17th  Naval  District  and  previously  designated 
Alaska  Sector  of  Northwest  Sea  Frontier.    Headquarters  at  ADAX. 
B.    Abolish  former  Northwest  Sea  Frontier.    C.    Add  to  present  We  stern 
Sea  Frontier  the  area  formerly  designated  as  Northwestern  Sector  of 
Northwest  Sea  Frontier  which  is  identical  with  revised  13th  Naval 
District.    Para  2.    Former  ComNorTCesSeaFron  designated  ComAlasSeaFron. 
This  does  not  change  additional  duties  as  ComNorFacArea  and  ComNorPac 
For  assigned  by  CinCPac.    ComAlasSeaFron  will  be  wholly  under  the 
command  of  CinCPac  same  as  now  prescribed  for  ComHawSeaFron  in  General 
Order  No.  174.    Current  ComAlSec  will  be  ordered  as  Com  17.     Para  3. 
Instructions  regarding  merchant  ship  control  under  revised  organization 
will  be  issued  separately. 


14  2030 


COMINCH  to  US  FLEET  info  ADMIRALTY  HQCC. 


15  1548 


COMINCH  &  CNO  to  CIMCPOA  C 0MN0RWESSEAFR ON  C0MV7ESSEAFR0N  Info  MULTIPLE. 
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12  2200  CTF  57  to  CINCFAC,  CINCPOA,  COMCENPAC  Info  COfrSOPAC,  COI-'AIRSOPAC. 

Progress  Summary.     KWAJALEIN  ISLAND.    Airstrip  8b%.    Taxiways  30?$. 
Hardstands  30%.     Original  Jap  roads  still  being  used.    Road  construction 
awaits  availability  of  CB's,    Housing  less  tent  floors  for  3  Army 
bombing  squadrons  1  Navy  bombing  squadron  2  fighting  squadrons  and 
Marine  Tfing  Headquarters  completed.    Assron  operational  buildings 
just  started.    Garrison  troops  equipped  with  screened  kitchens.  Permanent 
sanitary  facilities  10^  complete.    Temporary  sanitary  facilities  in 
temporary  bivouac  areas  100%.    Defense  armament  100%.    Field  fortifica- 
tions 40%.    Repair  facilities  8%.    Permanent  communication  facilities 
25%.    RQ I  ISLAND.     Runway  A  operational.    Tank  farm  under  construction. 
Unscreened  tents  and  oots  available  for  present  flying  personnel  and 
1  additional  Fitron.     Engebi  Island.    Airstrip  100%.    Taxiways  35%. 
Hardstands  10%.     Defenses  90%".    Roads  5%*.    Sanitation  80%.  Communi- 
cations,    tfire  75%".    Radio  60%.    Visual  50%.    Construction  material 
not  available,    ENIWETOK  ISLAND.    Airstrip  clearing  100%.     Grading  80%. 
Surfacing  10%.     Considerable  difficulty  in  locating  and  excavating 
adequate  amounts  of  satisfactory  coral.     Taxiway  and  hardstands  0%. 
Permanent  roads  10%.    Magazines  and  revetments  50%.    Galleys  and  latrines 
60%.    Garbage  disposal  90%.    Screening  80%.    Fly  control  60%.  Repair 
facilities.    Mechanical  equipment  60%.    Boats  40%.    Permanent  telephone 
system  2%.     Construction  projects  were  delayed  by  late  arrival  of  mobile 
equipment  and  rolling  stock.    Further  delay  was  oaused  by  unloading 
directives  emphasising  unloading  by  ships  to  permit  reduction  in  number 
of  ships  present  irrespective  of  type  cargo  and  insistence  of  unloading 
to  beaches  without  regard  for  dispersal.    jtAJURO.    As  of  5  March.  Runway 
surfaced  with  coral  entire  length.     Shoulder  completed.    Ready  tanks 
installed  and  tested.     Pipe  line  being  run  between  tank  farm  and  ready 
tanks.    8  tanks  of  tank  farm  completed.    Pumps  are  installed.  Underwater 
concrete  anchors  have  been  constructed. 


20  1301  COMINCH;  CN0  to  C0MS0PAC  Info  CINCPOA. 


For  your  information  NEW  ZEALAND  GOVERNMENT  has  requested  through  British 
Chiefs  of  Staff  the  release  of  17500  men  from  NEW  ZEALAND  Armed  Forces  to 
relieve  manpower  shortage  for  production  of  essential  war  materials  mainly 
food.    They  stress  that  of  this  number  7000  are  urgently  needed  by  1  July. 
U.S.  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  concurred  that  some  of  the  NEW  ZEALAND  Military 
Forces  should  be  released  from  those  now  in  SOUTH- SOUTHWEST  PACIFIC  Area 
subject  to  following: 

(a)  NEW  ZEALAND  furnish  definite  figures  of  men  to  be  withdrawn  and  purpose. 

(b)  Withdrawals  to  be  from  NEW  ZEALAND  Forces  as  a  whole  rather  than  from 
3rd  NEW  ZEALAND  Division.    Government  should  confer  with  ComSoPao  to 
determine  exact  units.  \ 

(c)  Withdrawals  not  be  to  made  until  consolidation  FOREARM-MERCANTILE. 

You  have  been  furnished  copies  of  CCS  499,  499/l.  Copies  of  499/2  and  499/3 
are  being  forwarded  airmail. 


219G 


March  (GCT) 


n 
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Ok 


18  1541  COM  1QTH  FLT  C&R  to  ALL  R  0  WEST  COAST  US  ALL  REPORTING  CENTERS  PACIFIC  AREA 
Com  3RD  FLT,  COMffiSSEAFRON,  Info  CINCPAC  COMALSEC,  NDHQ  OTTAWA  ADMIRALTY. 

Part  I  of  3  of  181541.    Reference  CominCh  151548  not  to  all  adees  effective 
15  April  the  Northwest  Sea  Frontier  Merchant  Ship  Control  Area  is  discontin- 
ued and  replaced  by  the  Alaskan  Sea  Front^r  March  ant.  Ship  Control  Area  with 
Headquarters  at  ADAK.    Effective  above  date  Commander  Alaskan  Sea  Frontier 
will  assume  the  responsibility  for  exercise  of  Merchant  Ship  Control  in  the 
below  defined  area.     In  the  Pacific  North  and  West  of  a  line  connecting  the 
following  points  A    H ORTH  AMERICAN  Mainland  at  45-45  North  B    45-40  North 
140-00  West  C    42-00  North  146-00  West  thence  along  42nd  parallel.  That 
portion  of  the  former  Northwest  Sea  Frontier  Area  not  included  in  the  AlaBkan 
Sea  Frontier  Area  is  incorporated  in  the  Western  Sea  Frontier  Merchant  Ship 
Control  Area.    Commander  Alaskan  Sea  Frontier  shall  be  an  addressee  for  all 
MerCo  reports  and  route  messages  pertaining  ships.    Passing  into  or  through 
his  area.    This  can  be  accomplished  by  the  inclusion  of  ultimate  address  in 
indicator  code  word  LAPIN  in  such  dispatches.    Vessels  proceeding  into  Alas- 
kan Sea  Frontier  Area  shall  be  chopped  to  ComAlasSeaFron  at  1200  GCT  on  the 
date  it  is  estimated  the  vessel  will  cross  line  into  his  area  reporting  cen- 
ters pass  to  Routing  and  Reporting  Officers  Your  area. 

22  0362  CINCPOA  to  C0M5THFLEET,  CTF  57  Info  COMGENCENPAC,  COMSERVPAC,  CCMAIRPAC, 
COMSERON  10,  COM  GILBERTS.  ' 


Commander  5th  Fleet  hereby  relieved  of  all  responsibility  for  administration 
of  the  Forward  Area  Central  Pacific  but  will  continue  to  exercise  such 
operational  control  as  he  deems  necessary  for  the  support  of  6th  Fleet 
operations  and  for  the  defense  of  the  Area. 

22  2315  CTKCFAC  to  OPNAV,  COMINCH,  BUPERS  Info  CTF  58. 


O 


Rear  Admiral  M.A.  Mitscher  hereby  designated  Commander  Fast  Carrier  Task 
Forces  Pacific.    Request  this  title  be  included  in  appropriate  mail 
distribution  lists, 

23  0126  CINCPOA  to  COMGENCENPAC  Info  CTF  57,  C0I.IGEM  7TH  AF,  COMINCH,  C 0M5THFLT , AIRPAC 


Your  181820.    I  intend  to  establish  the  shore  based  air  force  forward  area 
as  a  joint  task  force  effective  1  May.    Your  nomination  of  Major  General  Hale  for 
duty  as  TF  com  approved.    He  should  report  to  me  for  assignment  about 
15  April.    Request  he  initiate  the  organization  of  a  suitable  joint  staff 
submitting  to  me  his  requirements  for  Marine  and  Naval  personnel  for  that 
purpose. 

14  1800  COMINCH  to  CINCPOA. 


Difficulty  has  been  experienced  by  planning  staffs  in  exchanging  information 
and  views  during  the  preparation  of  a  plan  without  such  information  being 
interpreted  as  definite  and  binding.    This  arises,  owing  to  there  being  no 
means  of  distinguishing  between  official  dispatches  which  are  definite  and 
binding  and  those  which  are  in  fact  discussions  on  paper.    The  Joint  Chiefs 
of  Staff  have,  therefore,  authorized  special  arrangements  for  the  exchange 
of  planning  information  between  the  Joint  Staff  Planners  and  the  U.S.  members 
of  the  planning  staffs  of  theater  and  area  commanders.     In  order  to  allow 
freedom  of  expression  of  views  to  the  planning  staffB  it  is  essential  that 
their  messaces  should  be  confined  to  the  staff  level  of  the  planning  team 

2197 
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concerned  and  that  their  distribution  should  be  strictly  limited.    All  such 
messages  will,  therefore,  be  marked  with  the  symbols  listed  below  to  indi- 
cate that  the  message  is  only  to  be  passed  to  the  Joint  Planning  Staff 
concerned:  PLANPOA *    Joint  Staff  Planners,  Washington,  to  Pacific  Ocean 
Areas.    POAPLAN.    Pacific  Ocean  Areas  to  Joint  Staff  Planners,  Y/ashington. 

28  2109  COMINCH  &  CHO  to  CINCPAC  Info  COMAIRPAC  GOMFAIRVTESTCOAST. 

ComAirPac  serial  00153  of  19  Feb.    CarDivs  21  and  23  dissolved.    These  ships 
plus  CVE's  84  to  92  inclusive  when  ready  assigned  exclusively  transport  and 
training  duty.    Authority  granted  temporarily  employ  CVE's  76  to  83  on  tran- 
sport duty  until  relieved  by  above  ships  at  which  time  made  recommendation 
regarding  formation  CarDivs  27  and  28.    Decision  reserved  regarding  perman- 
ent assignment  CVE's  93  to  104.    Authority  granted  adjust  personnel  comple- 
ments CVE's  assigned  permanent  transport  duty.    Designate  training  carriers 
by  name  to  insure  maintenance  appropriate  personnel  these  ships.  Effective 
15  April  you  are  authorized  establish  in  Air  Force  PacFlt  command  for 
administration  and  coordination  CVE's  engaged  aircraft  transport.  Commander 
to  be  designated  Commander  Carrier  Transport  Squadron  Pacific  Fleet  short 
title  ComCarTransRonPac  with  rank  rear  admiral.    Make  nomination  for  this 
office.    Para.    Total  47  CompRons  will  be  formed  for  PacFlt  CVE's.  Para. 
Bureaus  and  offices  Ilavy  Department  take  necessary  action. 

April 

05  0623  C0M7TEFLT  to  C0MINCH  &  CNO .  CINCPOA.  BUREAUS  NAVY  DEPT. 
COMSOPAC  COMSERONSOFAC  NAVBASE  MANUS  ACNB  DIRPACDOCK 
SANFRAN  DIRFACDOGK  PEARL.  TF  COMDRS  7TH  FLT 

U.S.  Naval  Base  MANUS  established  April  4  SEEADLER  HARBOR 
ADMIRALTY  ISLANDS .    Approximate  posit  lat  02  degs  South. 
Long  147-20  East.    Commodore  J.  B.  Boak  USN  Commanding. 
Request  pertinent  adees  notify  offices  concerned, 

15  0645  NAVAL  LIASON  OFFICER  AT  BOMBAY.  INDIA  to  OFNAV  Info  JICNAV 
NEW  DELHI.  ALUSLOS  C0L0MB0S,  AHACBI  CALCUTTA.  ALUSNAS 
MELBOURNE  CAIRO ,  CSWPSF  CINCPlC 

This  is  Part  1  of  my  150645.    At  1300  14  April  fire  was  re- 
ported on  SS  FORT  STIKINE  at  NR  1  berth  Victoria  dock  carry- 
ing 1000  tons  TNT  and  other  explosives.    At  1620  this  ship 
exploded  causing  heavy  devastation  and  firing  10  other  ships 
in  Victoria  later  observed  gutted  at  1650  Brit  hired  trans- 
port JALAPADMA  carrying  munitions  exploded  at  number  2  bertl* 
Victoria  spreading  further  devastation  and  fire  throughout 
Princes  dock  containing  11  ships.    These  2  docks  FLQX  area 
bounded  by  line  running  from  Carnac  Basin  West  across  Carnac 
bridge  North  along  GIP  Railway  to  Elphinstone  bridge  road 
East  to  Frere  road  North  to  Malet  road  East  to  Malet  Basin 
completely  gutted.    Fire  still  spreading  in  tenement  district 
West  as  far  as  5  blocks  from  Gip  railway  North  from  Carnac 
bridge  road  to  1  block  north  of  Mas  J id  bridge  road.  Some 
areas  still  uncontrolled,    windows  shattered  2  miles  from 
explo.    Alexandria  dock  undamaged  except  for  This  Part  2 
of  my  150645.  BUNKERING  and  pumping  facilities.    HUGHES  and 
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14  1800  COM  INCH  to  CINCPOA.  -  continued  - 


April  (GOT) 

15  0645  NAT  LIAS OK  OFFICER  AT  BOMBAY  INDIA  to  OPNAV  -  continued  - 

MEREWE  at  her  dry  docks  undamaged.    Most  ships  in  Princes 
dock  believed  gutted.    Estimated  2000  persons  killed  out- 
right several  thousand  injured.    American  and  Brit  Armies 
patrol ing  and  clearing  area.    SS  HENRY  J  RAYMOND  at  NR  4 
Alexandra  dock  undamaged  and  moved  to  open  harbor  at  1100 
15  April.    Panamanian  ships  NORSE  TRADER  and  IOAN  at  Vic- 
toria docks  gutted.    SS  CHUNGS HAN  and  EDWARD  J  OBRIEN  sailed 
safely  20  minutes  before  explosion.    Port  not  officially 
closed  but  badly  crippled  will  take  months  to  repair  damage. 
Only  damage  to  our  building  broken  glass.    Entire  staff 
safe.     All  times  local. 


30  2317/54  CINCPOA  to  ALPAC  info  COMGENCENPAC 


MARSHALL  ISLANDS  Sub  Area  established  and  my  serial  00039 
effective  1  May.    Rear  Admiral  Alva  Bernhard  assigned  duty 
as  Sub  Area  Commander. 


May f GOT) 

06  0145  COMDR  SUB -AREA  MARS  HAILS  to  CINCPOA  info  COMFORDAREA 

ATCOM  ENIWETOK,  ATCOM  MAJURO.  ISCOM  ENBEBI ,  ISCOM  KOI, 
ISCOM  KWAJALEIN 


In  accordance  paragraph  three  CinCPac  and  CinCPOA  serial 
001110  and  Paragraph  three  Com  Forward  Area  Serial  00328 
Commander  Marshalls  Sub  Area,  Rear  Admiral  Alva  D.  Bern- 
hard,  has  assumed  military  governorship  of  Marshall  Islands 
of  1  May  as  Representative  of  CinCPOA, 


07  2020  C OMEWDAREAC ENTPAC  to  CINCPOA  info  CTF  59 


Summary  Operations  period  1-5  May  inclusive. 
Tonnage  of  bombs  dropped  on  enemy  targets  follows: 
JALUIT  59,  MILLE  31,  WOTJE  88,  MALOELAP  27,  TAONGI  1, 
NAURU  9,  PONAPE  94,  TRUK  86,  propaganda  leaflets  dropped. 
Anti-aircraft  fire  varied  from  none  to  moderate  over  most 
targets  with  intense  light  AA  reported  at  NAURU  and  on  1 
WOTJE  strike.     In  April  average  percentage  of  aircraft  hit 
by  AA  at  MILLE,  MALOELAP,  WOTJE  and  JALUIT  was  2.1  against 
3.8  in  March  and  5.7  in  February.    Condition  of  enemy  bases: 
Most  installations  on  MILLE,  WOTJE  and  MALOELAP  destroyed. 
Native  scouts  and  POW  reports  indicate  profitable  targets 
for  dive  bombers  still  on  ENEYBOR  and  EMIDJ  Islands  at  JALUIT. 
JABOR  practically  devoid  of  military  installations  and  per- 
sonnel .    All  lesser  MARSHALL  Atolls  occupied  except  TAONGI 
and  U.S.  sovereignty  proclaimed  to  natives.    Bombing  and 
strafing  attacks  on  TAONGI  have  destroyed  enemy  installations. 
NAURU  airfield  appears  inoperational ;  craters  in  both  runways. 
WAKE  airfield  operational  and  AA  intense  and  accurate.  Old 
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Lay  (GOT) 

07  2020  COLFWDABEA  CENTRA C  to  CINCPOA  info  CTE  59  -  continued. 

PONAPE  airfield  reported  inoperational  but  repairs  nearly 
completed;  new  airfield  emergency  use  only.    Search  reported 
3  small  vessels  at  WAKE  on  4  May.    ASW  patrol  attacked  possi 
ble  sub  13  miles  SW  ENIWETOK  resulting  in  oil  slick  but  no 
further  contacts.    Enemy  sub  campaign  Marshall s  appears 
discontinued. 

12  0050  COMF'.VDAREA  JSNPAC  to  CINCPOA  Info  OTP  59 

Summary  operations  period  6-10  Kay  inclusive:  Tonnage 
of  bombs  on  enemy  targets  follows:     W0TJE  71,  JALUIT  66, 
TRUE  58,  PONAPE  52,  MILLE  24,  TAR OA  21,   MAKE  6,  GUAM  2, 
NURILO  2,  TAONGI  1,  NAURU  1/2  KU3AIE  1/2.  Propaganda 
leaflets  dropped.     Strike  planes  got  7  enemy  VP  sure 
3  probable  at  GUAM.     Our  planes  6  damaged  none  lost. 
Antiaircraft  reported  mostly  meager  occasionally  moderate 
wita  intense  light  AA  1  strike  each  Y/0TJE  and  TAR0A.  Con- 
dition of  enemy  bases  no  substantial  change  from  last 
report  except  2  ;»r0TJE  magazines  destroyed  by  low  altitude 
bombing.    Runways  as  follows:     7/0T.TE  ana  MAL0SLAP  inopera- 
tional but  some  recent  repairs,  MILLS  no  recent  repair 
but  runway  A  might  be  used  by  VP,  NAURU  runway  Number  1 
probably  operational  Number  2  inoperational  by  few  scattered 
craters,  PONAPE  old  runway  B  operational  A  inoperational 
new  airstrip  emergency  use  only,  KU3AIE  inoperational. 
Searcaes  negative  except  Navy  Liberators  destroyed  MAVIS 
and  attacked  EMILY  about  220  miles  NW  of  TRtJK  also  destroyed 
BETTY  65  miles  SI  TRUK.     2  other  BETTYS  sighted  near  outer 
limits  of  7V4H  and  4V413.     Mitchells  saw  probable  EMILY 
near  .7  coast  of  PONAPE.    Weight  of  attacks  being  increased 
on    NAURU  and  WAKE  and  reduced  on  MIRSHALLS  bases  with 
concentration  on  runways  arc  pinpoint  targets.  Continuous 
night  observation  and  harrassnent  Y/CTJE,  MAL0ELAP,  and 
KTLLE.     Daily  ASW  patrols  by  VP  and  VB(M)  discontinued. 

15  2122  COM  5TH  PHIB  to  CINCPAC  Info  CQM5THELT,  COMINCH.  CHSF, 

CQMGRP  2  &  2  5TH  PHIB,  COM  3RD  PHIS,  ADC0M5THPHIB,  COM  NYPH 

During  Heavy  weather  last  night  in  ALENUJHAHA  CHANNEL  3  LCT 
were  lost  overboard  from  LST  as  follows:  LCT 999  from  LST  71; 
LCT  988  from  LST  485;  LCT  984  from  LST  390.  Last  2  LCT  . 
were  vessels  carrying  Mortars.    988  sunk;  984  water  logged 
with  YMS  standing  by.    Only  slight  damage  to  LSTS.  1  Mortar 
LCT  still  on  board.    Apparently  high  loading  caused  by 
Mortars  too  great  and  the  project  to  transporting  Mortar 
LCT  in  LST  will  be  abandoned.    Crews  were  on  board  all 
recovered  except  11.    Continuing  air  and  surface  search  for 
survivors.     999  is  in  tow  of  LST  enroute  LAHAINA.     2  AKA 
enroute  to  take  over  towa.    Board  of  investigation  being 
ordered 
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17  0350  CTF  57  to  CINCPOA  Info  CTF  59 

Summary  operation  period  11-15  May  Inclusive.    Tonnage  of  bombs  on  enemy 
targets  follows:  JALUIT  277,  TRUK  104,  TAROA  67,  PONAPE  40,  WOTJE  35, 
MILLE  26,  NAURU  15,  PULUWAT  l/4.    Propaganda  leafletB  dropped.  Night 
harrassment  conducted  TAROA,  WOTJE  and  MILLE  13th  to  15th.  Concentrated 
attack  on  JALUIT  from  forenoon  14th  to  dawn  15th  summarized  in  CTF  59 
dis  160230  results  unknown.    Our  planes  1  Dauntless  lost,  crew  rescued. 
20  minor  damage.    Anti-aircraft  mostly  meager  to  nil  with  intense  light 
AA  reported  by  1  fighter-bomber  mission  each  at  TINIET  and  ENYBOR.  Conditior 
enemy  runways:  WOTJE  and  MALOELAP  inoperational,  but  extensive  repairs 
made  recently  to  NE-SW  strips  both  fields.    MILLE  inoperational.  NAURU 
runways  1  and  2  appear  operationsl.    PONAPE  limited  operation.  Searches 
negative  except  Coronado  destroyed  Betty  320  mileB  NE  of  TRUK  and  Navy 
Liberator  bombed  5000  ton  AK  TRUK  LAGOON  with  unobserved  results.    Saw  16 
to  24  medium  large  AK* s  anchored  west  of  DUBLON  and  UMAN* 

23  0321    CINCPOA  to  COM  INCH  Info  COMGENCENPAC 

My  220710.    Losses  were  6  LST»s.    Number  of  dead  and  missing  not  yet  defi- 
nite.   Wounded  in  hospitals  as  of  noon  today  166  Navy,  203  Marines  17 
Coast  Guard  20  Army  4  civilians.    Dead  in  hospitals  3  Navy  1  Marine  8 
unidentified.    120  others  released  after  treatment  minor  injuries.  Prin- 
cipal material  losses  LST  69,  43,  179,  363,  39,  480,    3  LCT'b.    About  17 
LVT's  and  8  155-mm  guns  with  other  corpB  artillery  equipment.  Explosion 
originated  in  LST  363  in  vicinity  of  truck  being  loaded  with  Amy  4.2 
mortar  ammunition  by  detail  from  91st  Army  Chemical  Company  of  which  ap- 
proximately 83  men  are  still  unaccounted  for.    Court  of  inquiry  ordered 
members    RAdm  Shafroth,  RAdm  Schoeffel,  Capt.  Bhunaker.    Please  inform  War  Dept. 

FORAGER  target  date  will  be  delayed  but  little  if  at  all.    Will  advise 
you  before  making  press  release. 

22  0300  CTF  57  to  CINCPOA  Info  CTF  59 

Summary  operations  16  Mah  (West  Longitude)  to  21  May  (east  Longitude)  in- 
clusive: bomb  tonnage  on  enemy  targets:  TAROA  104,  WAKE  93,  SOTJE  67,  PONAPE 
29,  NAURU  24,  JALUIT  22,  MILLE  22,  PULUWAT  1.    Propaganda  leaflet  oampaign 
slowed  by  weather  but  progressing.  Night  harassment  MARSHALLS  bases  contin- 
ued. AA  fire  weak  or  none  except  intense  at  WAKE,  NAURU.  Our  losses  1  Lib- 
erator shot  down  by  WAKE  AA.  25  planes  damaged  total.  Condition  of  enemy 
runways:  MALOELAP  1  runway  possibly  operationsl.  WOTJE  inoperational  under 
repair.  MILLE  2  runways  possibly  operational.  NAURU  probably  operational, 
PONAPE  probably  inoperational,  CORONADO  shot  down  east bound  BETTY  640  miles 
WNW  ENIWETOK.  Navy  search  Liberator  probably  sank  10,000  ton  AO  and  5000 
ton  AK  at  TRUK. 
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27  0320  CTP  57  to  CINCPOA  Info  CTF  59 


Summary  operations  22  May  to  26  May  inclusive:    Bomb  tonnage  on  enemy  tar- 
gets results  generally  unknown.    F/OTJE  227,  including  coordinated  attack 
22nd  partially  weathered  out;  JALUIT  66,  MILLE  14,  PONAFE  15,  KUSAIE  1  3/4, 
ROTA  1^-,  PULUWAT  5/4,  RUO         Propaganda  leaflet  campaign  continued. 
Weather  curtailed  operations  23rd  and  24th.    Plan  to  reduce  weight  of  bomb- 
ing attacks  MAHSHALLS  due  lack  of  definite  targets  and  to  conserve  ammuni- 
tion.   Further  bombing  missions  principally  for  training,  surveillance,  and 
targets  of  opportunity.    AA  mostly  meager  to  nil.    Our  losses  2  F4U's  by 
WOTJE  AA,  1  pilot  rescued*  1  B-25  down  20  miles  from  PONAPE,  cause  unknown, 
search  for  crew  in  progress,    16  other  planes  damaged,    para.  Condition 
enemy  runways;  generally  inoperational.  Para.  Native  scout  spy  mission  to 
MILLE  reports  garrison  now  approximately  3000  military  2000  laborers  after 
estimated  2000  casualties.    Ammunition  fuel  very  limited  but  food  conditions 
fair  due  abundant  native  products.    Para.  Photos  obtained  ROTA  and  PAGAN. 
T  Tow  plane  of  TG  58.6  reported  sub  60  miles  NW  MAJDR0  26th  hunter  killer  in 

progress. 

19  2206  C0MINCH  fc  CNO  TO  CINCPAC  INFO  CINCLANT,  C0M7THFLT,  C0M8THFLT,  C0M12THFLT, 
C QMS OWES PAC,   COMDT  MARCORPS,  COS  ARMY,  VICE  CNO,  BUPERS. 


Modify  mydis  111902  August.  Amphibious  forces  Pacific  Fleet  hereby  re- 
designated as  follows.  (A)  Amphibious  forces  Pacific  Vice  Admiral  Turner. 
(B)  Third  Amphibious  Force  Rear  Admiral  Wilkinson.  (C)  Fifth  Amphibious 
Force  Vice  Admiral  Turner.  (D)  Group  1  Amphibious  Forces  Pacifio  Rear 
Admiral  Blandy.  Group  2  Amphibious  Forces  Pacific  Rear  Admiral  Hill. 
Group  3  Amphibious  Forces  Pacific  RearAdmiral  Conolly.    Group  4  Amphibious 
Forces  Pacific  Rear  Admiral  Riefsnider.  Group  5  Amphibious  Forces  Pacific 
Rear  Admiral  Fort.  Group  6  Amphibious  Forces  Pacific  Rear  Admiral  Royal. 
(E)  (E)  Training  Command  Amphibious  Forces  Pacific  Rear  Admiral  Davis*  (F) 

Administrative  Command  Amphibious  Forces  Pacific  Commodore  Phillips. 
(G1)  Commander  Amphibious  Forces  Pacific  is  type  commander  for  all  amphibious 
forces  Pacific  Fleet.  The  assignment  of  units  to  amphibious  groups  and 
assignment  of  amphibious  groups  to  particular  amphibious  forces  for  par- 
ticular operations  will  be  as  directed  by  CINCPAC.  This  is  CominGh  and  CNO 

03  1330     CQL1INCH  to  CIMCPOA  info  COUIAVGROUP  CHINA.  COIi-SUBPAC , 
COIv.  7TH  FLT,   CTF  71. 

CominCh  reenciphers  WARX  45291  2nd  June.  "From  Joint  Chiefs  of 
Staff  71469  to  CINCS0WESPAC  area  Brisbane  Australia.  ComGen 
USAF  CHINA  BURMA,  INDIA  REAR  ECHELON  NEW  DELHI  INDIA.  ComGen 
USAF  CHINA,  BURkA  AND  INDIA  FORWARD  ECHELON  CHUNGKING  CHINA. 
ComGen  14th  Air  force  KUNKING  CHINA.  ComNavGroup  CHINA.  Com 
SubPac.    Com  7th  Fit.  CTF  71.  To  MacArthur  and  Stillwell  for 
action.    ComGen  14th  Air  Force  for  info.    To  clarify  situations 
such  as  that  delineated  in  ComNavUnit  14th  AAF  120200  and 
related  despatches  and  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  direct  that  air 
and  naval  (including  Submarine)  operations  shall  not  be 
projected  from  one  area  into  another  or  others  without  the  prior 
concurrence  of  and  coordination  with  the  Area  Commander  or 
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COKLNCH  to  CINCPOA  info  COMNAVGROUP  CHINA,  COMSUBPAC , 
COM  7TH  FLT.  CTF  71  -  Continued 

Commanders  concerned  except  under  exceptional  circumstances 
wherein  specific  opportunity  to  damage  the  enemy  would  be 
lost  through  delay  and  then  only  when  there  is  adequate 
assurance  that  friendly  forces  will  not  be  jeopradized" . 

01  0730  CTF  57  to  CINCPOA  info  CTF  59 

Summary  of  operations  27  May  to  31  May  inclusive;  bomb 
tonnage  on  enemy  targets  JALUIT  81,  WOTJE  62,  PONAPE  54. 
WAKE  42,  MILLE  40,  TAROA  23,  TRUK  12,  GUAM  and  SAIPAN  4  by 
photo  planes.    1  B24  and  crew  lost  to  interceptors  at  SAIPAN 
and  another  damaged.     12  planes  damaged  by  AA  over  all 
targets.    MARSHALLS  AA  meager  to  nil.     2  Corsairs  and 
pilots  lost  by  mid  air  collision,    2  Zekes  or  Hamps  destroy- 
ed sure  and  2  probable  SAIPAN  and  1  probable  GUAM.  Native 
scout  spy  mission  to  MILLE  reports  2000  bombing  casualties. 
3000  military  and  2000  Korean  laborers  remain.    Small  radios 
operating  underground.    All  big  guns  damaged  but  not  defi- 
nitely knocked  out.    1  meal  of  rice  per  week  but  native 
foods  are  available  in  fair  amount  from  islands  accessible 
on  foot  from  MILLE  IS.  at  low  tide.    No  shipping  or  boats 
in  use.    Ammunition  supply  limited  and  being  conserved. 
Japs  concentrated  on  MILLE  IS.  with  few  on  T0KAWA  IS. 
use  underground  shelters  and  disperse  along  reef  during 
bombing.    Natives  number  about  400  and  are  on  ALU,  ENAJET 
and  LUKUW0R,     Similar  scout  mission  to  MAL0ELAP  reports 
garrison  reduced  from  5000  to  2500  including  500  Korean 
laborers.    Commandant  killed  by  bombing  and  flight  comm- 
ander now  in  charge.    All  shipping  except  2  motor  boats  des- 
troyed.   Some  mobile  artillery  units  concealed  underground. 
Minor  stocks  of  ammunition  and  fuel  still  on  hand.  Japs 
concentrated  on  TAROA  and  REUTER  IS.  with  a  few  on  PIGEEYAT 
and  ENIBEN  IS.  food  supply  entirely  exhausted  except  for 
native  products.    Natives  totalling  about  400  are  on 
northern  and  western  islands  of  Atoll  and  on  AIRIK.  Japs 
exerting  pressure  to  make  natives  produce  more  food.  Enemy 
runways  generally  Inoperational  except  NAURU  and  WAKE 

051300     COMINCH  AND  CNO  to  CINCPOA  info  C0MS0PAC.  C0M7THPHIB. 
C  0M7THFLT ,   C  OIQRDPHIB ,   C0i:5  THFLT . 

MarCorps  Dis.  (1)  Effective  immediately  CG  5th  PhibCorps 
designated  type  commander  for  all  Fleet  Marine  Ground 
Forces  Pacific  Ocean  Areas.     (2)  Effective  on  date  to  be 
announced  by  CinCPOA  following  organization  established 
for  Fleet  Marine  Ground  Forces  Pacific  Ocean  Areas: 
(A)Headquarters  Fleet  Marine  Forces  Pacific  -  Lt.  Gen. 
H.  M.  Smith.     (B)  Present  Marine  Administrative  Command 
5th  PhibCorps  redesignated  Administrative  Command  Fleet 
Marine  Forces  Pacific  and  to  function  as  a  subordinate 
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COMIKCH  AND  CNO  to  CINCFOA  info  COMSOPAC .  C0M7THFHIB. 
C0K7THFLT,  C0M3RDPHIB,  C0M5THFLT.  -  Continued  

command  of  Headquarters  Fleet  Marine  Forces  Pacific. 
Major  Gen.  Julian  Smith.     (C)  3rd  Amphibious  Corps  - 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  S.  Geiger.     (D)  5th  Amphibious  Corps  - 
Maj.  Gen.  Harry  Schmidt.     (2)  Commanding  General  Fleet 
Marine  Forces  Pacific  will  be  Type  Commander  for  all  Fleet 
Marine  Forces  Pacific.     (3)  MarCorps  is  authorized  to  deal 
directly  with  CinCPOA  in  regard  to  details  of  the  above 
reorganisation. 

06  0400  CTF  57  to  CINCPOA  info  CTF  59. 

Summary  of  Operations  1  to  5  June  inclusive.     Bomb  tonnage 
on  enemy  targets  TRUK  78,  MALOELAP  22,  WOTJE  20,  NAURU  19, 
P0NAPE  18,  MILLS  14,  JALUIT  7.    AA  meager  or  none  except 
intense  at  NAURU  our  damage  4  Mitchells,  3  Marine  Dauntless, 

I  Corsair.    No  losses  or  casualties.    Propaganda  leaflet  drops 
Continued.    Search  planes  damaged  Nick  610  miles  east  of 
SAIPAN  and  attacked  another  300  miles  northeast  of  TRUK  with- 
out results.    Encountered  convoy  50  miles  east  of  PULUWAT  in- 
cluding large  AK,  2  medium  AK's,  1  DD  and  7  armed  auxiliaries. 
Probably  sank  large  AK  and  strafed  auxiliaries.  Following 
day  sank  1  auxiliary  and  damaged  another  probably  of  same  con- 
voy 55  miles  west  of  PULUWAT .     SNOOPER  approached  MAJUR0  from 
south  at  050116  GCT  and  retired  to  southwest  at  27,000  feet. 
Hellcats  unable  to  intercept  due  to  bad  weather.     Combat  air 
patrol  established.    Day  and  night  air  harassment  and  ob- 
servation of  MILLE,  MALOELAP ,  JALUIT  and  WOTJE  with  surface 
blockade  continuous, 

12  0037  CTG  58.1  to  COM  5TH  FLT  info  CIHCPAC 

Daily  Summary  Report  including  D  minus  4  Fighter  Sweep.  A 

II  June.  B  58.  C  46  plus  23  over  destroyer  scout  pickets. 

D  17  plus  16  anti  SNOOPER.  E  1  ton.  F  1  F6F  by  AA  fire.  H 
1  Pilot  missing.  L  1  large  AK  501L,  1  large  AO  501H  strafed 
at  GUAM,  1  Medium  AK  115A,  2  trawlers  and  1  barge  105  strafed 
at  ROTA.  M  27  ZEKES  4  T0J0S  GUAM,  3  ZEKES  10  miles  southwest 
of  ROTA,  4  Emily  1  Betty  1  Irving  1  Fran  force  pilots  and 
photo.  N  1  ZEKE  0R0TE.  Q,  2VBM  Agana,  3  unidentified  0R0TE. 
R  2  unidentified  1  ZLKE  1  single  engine  0R0TE,  1  twin  engine 
1  single  engine  AGANA.  V  AGANA  revetments  and  dispersal  areas 
strafed  several  trucks  striped  at  ROTA  207Y.     Comments  vis- 
ibility poor  in  vicinity  target.     ZEKES  appeared  very  new 
some  with  belly  tanks.    No  planes  seen  on  ground  ROTA.  No 
antiaircraft  fire  at  ROTA,  Heovy  AA  at  GUAM  intense  and  in- 
accurate.   No  automatic  AA  observed. 
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11  0400     COMMANDER  FORWARD  AREA  CENTRAL  PACIFIC  to  CINCPOA  info 
CTF  59  ' 

Summary  of  operations  6  to  10  June  inclusive:  Bomb  Tonnage 
on  enemy  Targets:  TRUK  29,  TAROA  28,  MILLE  21,  PONAPE  21, 
NAURU  15,  WOTJE  11,  JALUIT  6,  OCEAN  13/4,  PULAWAT  (BY 
SEARCHER)  1  1/8,  GUAM  (By  Photo  Mission)  1/8.  Propaganda 
leaflet  drops  continued.    AA  mostly  meager  except  intense 
at  OCEAN  and  NAURU.    Our  casualties:  4  fighters,  1  Catalina 
lost,  16  planes  damaged.    2  Pilots  missing.    Search  planes 
encountered  increased  Jap  air  activity  in  CAROLINES.  BETTY 
shot  down  by  Coronado  500  miles  NW  ENIWETOK,  another  by  Navy 
Liberator  400  miles  N  TRUK:  Damaged  2-engined  fighter  220 
miles  N  TRUK,  attacked  KATE  50  miles  E  TRUK:  also  sighted 
BETTY  60  miles  E  TRUK,  another  270  miles  NWE  TRUK,  2  KATES 
80  miles  E  TRUK  and  unidentified  plane  100  miles  WSW  PONAPE. 
Searcher  strafed  destroyed  50  foot  fishing  boat  OROLUK. 
Sighted  possible  Sub  290  miles  WE  ENIWETOK.    Fighter  RECCO 
destroyed  4  sigle-engined  float  planes  JALUIT  LAGOON  6th. 
snooper  believed  Hamp  approached  MAJURO  from  South  090020Z 
retiring  to  SW  at  30,000  feet.    Combat  air  patrol  unable  to 
close.     Four  Japs  found  BASCOME  ISLAND  KWAJALEIN  ATOLL  10th. 
Evacuation  of  natives  from  outlying  islands  WOTJE  ATOLL  to 
ARNO  underway. 

12  1230      CTG  58.1  to  CTF  51.  CTF  53.  CTG  52.17,  CTG  52.10,  CTF  58. 

info  cTf  57,  com  5fe  fleet!    

Preliminary  report  on  GUAM  from  CTG  58.1.  Heavy  concentration 
AA  around  OROTE  FIELD.    Both  from  Pilot  reports  and  photos. 
Same  applies  to  AGANA  pilots  reports  only.     Island  beach  def- 
enses AGAT  BAY  and  ASAN  POINT  to  AGANA  remain  unchanged  as 
shown  PRISIC  report  407  with  following  exceptions:  New 
Pillbox  and  possible  covered  artillery  replacements  noted 
In  380  and  381,  possible  artillery  positions  in  600.  Small 
gun  emplacement  on  CABRAS  ISLAND  intersection.     578  and  556 
seen  in  photos.    Surf  appears  mild.    Reef  off  beaches 
extremely  shallow  at  low  tide.    Above  based  on  limited 
photographic  interpretation. 

13  O4IO    CTG  58.4  to  COM  5TH  FLT  info  CINCPAC.  CTF  58. 

ComTaskFor  58  enciphers  ComtaskGroup  58.4.    120331.  3637. 
A  11.     B  41.     C  48.     D  16.    El  1/4.     F  4  VF  .  H  3  pilots. 
K  1  small  AK.    M  12  ZEKES  1  TO JO  1  EMILY  1  MAVIS.    N  1  ZEKE. 
0  1  OSCAR  .  P  5  EMILY  4  JAKE  1  RUFE.  Q,  7  EMILY.     V  Seaplane 
Base  Flores  Point  Dump  Marpi  Point.    Heavy  AA  areas  216 
217,   218,  225,   228,   236,  237,   247,   248,   255.  PARPI  POINT 
FIELD  nil  aircraft  apparently  inoperational 
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13  0520    OTP  58  to  CTF  51,  CTF  53,  CTG  52.17,  CTG  52.10 

Vehicle  tracks  extending  onto  reef  from  beach.  Distance 
of  from  650  to  900  feet  in  areas  20SV,  200C,  19IZ,  191P, 
and  170M.     New  fire  trench  in  area  191P  160  feet  long. 
Continuous  fire  trench  along  beach  between  134Y  and  126ltem. 
900  foot  fire  trench  under  construction  in  126Y.  Above 
are  new  installations  noted  SAIPAN  on  12  June.  Town 
GARAPAN  has  much  anti-aircraft  fire.     Cover  MANIAGASSA 
ISLAND  with  ship  fire  it  is  a  fortress  of  small  stuff. 
Keep  coming  Marines  they  will  run  like  hell  when  you  arrive. 

13  0615     CTG  58.1  to  Com5WLT  Info  CINCPAC,  CTF  58 

CTG  58.1  Daily  Summary  Report.     (A)  12  June.   (B)  4  6  9  in- 
cluding 12  special  search  and  6  VFN  Hecklers.     (C)  42 
including  2  VFN  and  6  VFN  and  6  special  lifeguard  sub  cap. 
(D)  16  plus  16  anti  snoop.   (E)  170  tons.   (F)  4  F6F,  1  TBF. 
(G)  3  SB2C,  1  TBF.   (H)  4  pilots  and  2  crew  plus  1  pilot 
in  water  still  missing.   (I)  1  pilot  (1  crew  seriously 
injured).   (K)  1  medium  AK  ROTA  127  U.   (L)  1  medium  AK  ROTA 
115  C,  1  sampan  and  60  foot  ship  GUAM  378.     (M)  10  ZEKES 
and  2  Tojos  2  IRVINGS,  1  SALLY,  1  NICK  at  targets,  2 
W  JUDY  force.   (N)  3  ZEKES  targets.     (0)  1  twin  engine  target. 

(P)  12  single  engine,  9  twin  engine,  0R0TE  photos,  2  single 
engine  VF  and  1  VM  AG ANA.  (R)  3  twin  engine,  2  single  engine 
0R0TE  photos,  8  single  engine  AGANA,  1  single  engine  ROTA. 
Part  2.    U  at  0R0TE  by  grid  location  heavy  AA  posits  451, 
472,  492,  412,  607-8  medium  or  light  474,  473,  452,  451, 
450  barracks  474,  451,  ships  474  buildings  473  all  pilot 
reports,  photo  interpretation.     (V)  OR0TE  radio  station 
474,  radar  tower  427.    AA  490,  296,  474,  451,  452  shops  474 
control  tower  473  runway  dispersal  areas  451,  452,  473,  474 
^  AGANA  AA  posits  607  FGKL ,   608  AFLMO,   609  GN,   622  WX,  593 

BCH,  610  GM,  workshop  and  hangar  areas  609  MQ  dispersal 
areas  608  RM  PARRUCBS  569  UV<j  buildings  590  J,  runways  18 
hits,  ROTA  192  FKP  all  pilot  reports.     End.    Heavy  AA 
intense  and  accurate.    Weather  43881033. 

13  0615     C0M5THFLT  to  CTF  51  Info  CINCPOA,   CTG  52.2,   CTG  52.10, 

CTG.  52.17,  All  TG  COi-.;. ANDERS  5ThVltT~ 

Comdr.  W.  I.  Martin  Com  VT  10  ENTERPRISE  landed  by  para- 
chute in  water  300  yards  off  beach  CHARAN  KAN0A  airstrip 
SAIPAN  sheet  3  B  target  area  I58E  at  0640  K  (-10)  13th 
states  water  calm  crossing  reef  about  0720  with  depths 
4  to  six  feet  within  lagoon  clear  sand  bottom  scattered 
coral  heads  1  to  3  feet  below  surface.     Reef  submerged  18 
to  24  inches  about  20  yards  wide.     Length  of  reef  marked 
every  300  yards  with  white  or  red  pennants.     Surf  2  to  3 
feet  on  outer  edge  of  reef  and  coral  brittle  and  crumbly. 

No  underwater  construction  observed.  Beach  appeared  to  be 
gradual  sloping  soft  coral  sand  weather  0500  GCT  58821033. 
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Summary  of  operations*    Summary  report  A  12  June  B427  C58  D20  E148  tons 
80  rockets  F  2  TBF  1  F6F  G  1  T3F  H  3  pilots  4  crewman  L  barge  TANAPAG 
strafed  in  SEOF  defense  photo  run  M  1  June  force  P  1  single  twin  engine 
GUROUAN  Q  ]  VAVIS  TANGPAG  R  6  twin  engine  USD1  emily  TANAPAG  ALJNJMLON 
S  1  twin  engine  U  buildings  641,526,527,520,621,554,564.    Radio  station 
605.    V  buildings  566R  and  TENIAE  town.    Radio  station  568.    Radio  RDF 
power  stations  USHl.    Cane  fields  fired  north  and  south  TENIAM  all  pilot, 
Some  20  gun  posits  bombed  but  no  photos  to  show  gits.    AA  reported  re- 
duced.   Have  good  photo  of  4  engine  Lix. 

13  0412  CTG  58.4  to  COM  5TH  FLT  info  CINCPAC,  CTF  58. 


CTF  58  enciphers  CTG  58.4.    121506.    Report  para  3637.    A  12.  B  22  RIME 
plus  12  special  search.    C  73.  D  90.  E  12  1/2.  F  3  YF  2  VT  OYP    VB.  G 
1  VB  1  VT.  H  2  pilots  2  crewmen.  Ill  pilot.  J  and  L  see  my  121510. 
P  3  nells  PAGAN.  Q  1  VF  PAGAN.  U  3  hangars,  Barracks ,  RDF,  50  percent 
field  barracks  PAGAN.  VAA  posits,  buildings,  installations,  SAIPAN  grid 
areas  112.  121.  122.  PAGAN  field  heavily  strafed. 


13  1212  CTG  58.1  to  CTF  51,  CTG  62.17,  CTF  53,  CTG  5_2_.1Q  info  _CTF  58,  C0M5THFLEET, 
CTG  58.2. 


Report  on  beach  defenses  GUAM  at  end  of  D  minus  2  day.    Photos  facpi  point 
to  west  side  Til! OH  bay  show  guns  and  beach  defenses  listed  PRIEGC  407  un- 
changed except  destruction  following  gun  positions:  7  MG  FP  7&9-125.  3 
new  auto  AA  FP  777-119,    New  pill  boxes  area  634  and  649.    Pill  hox  557  L. 
3  AA  FP  775-116.     2  of  4  heavy  AA  FP  790-099.    Following  new  defense: 
Mobile  artillery  FP  775-055.    Pillbox  FP  781-055.    3  auto  AA  FP  159-822. 
3  to  5  MG  and  pillbox  FP  153-818.    Pilbox  FP  158-830  TRENBWSK  square  580  R. 
Replacement  FP  170-847.    2  MG  and  replacement  square  5B0  D.  Underwater 
barrier  square  580  D.    Boat  barrier  square  6  021'  60  yeoman  double.  Nets 
APRA  HARBOR  entrance.    Pilots  claim  destruction  pillbox  FP  825-154.  Auto 
AA  FP  822-758.    Heavily  hit  heavy  AA  square  412  A  and  B.    Coast  defense 
battery  649  HI  fired  on  rescue  sub.    Gurs  set  back  in  cliffs.    Surf  condi- 
tions still  mild. 

13  2313  CTG  58.7  via  CTF  58  to  CTF  51,  CTF  58  info  COMCRUDIV  4,  CTF  52,  CTG  52.18, 
CTF  5^. 


CTF  58  encyphers  131950  from  CTG  58.7.     Quote.    2432  of  the  largest  caliber 
and  12544  5  inoh  projectiles  were  landed  in  assigned  targets  by  this  task 
group  in  addition  to  these  ammunition  expended  by  DesDiv  12  who  reports 
separatelj'.    Guns  in  areas  152,  156  and  165  were  not  touched  by  bombardment 
but  were  worked  on  by  air  with  unknow  results.    Areas  236,  225,  216,  117 
and  IIANIAGASSA  were  thoroughly  plastered.    No  fire  received  from  beach  ex- 
cept feeble  3  inch  which  soon  ceased.    Heavy  fires  and  numerous  explosions 
in  towns  and  seaplane  base.    All  know  gun  positions  west  coast  SAIPAN  and 
northwest  coast  TINIAN  were  targets  of  heavy  fire.    Sweepers  not  molested 
and  reported  negative  mines.    2  large  hulks  and  numerous  small  vessels 
TANAPAC-  harbor  some  of  which  mount  guns.    Air  reported  possible  coast  de- 
fense gun  in  area  18 1Y. 
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14  0048  CTF  58  to  COM  5TH  FLEET  feifo  CUTCPAC,   CTF  51. 


Report  task  group  58.3.    A  13  June  B  333  G  48  D  24  E  107  and  56  rockets- 
F3VTH  2  pilots  1  observer  5  aircrew  K  1-60  foot  trawler  L  5  60  foot 
trawlers  at  grid  CT  42.     3  burning  1  smoking  1  making  3  knots,     3  luggers 
25  miles  west  AGIHGAN  point  P  1  twin  engine  plane  USHII  Q  1  Emily  on  ramp 
at  flores  point  R  Tiss  Alito  U  Barracks  108  GUYEUT,  buildings  131  AF,  oil 
storage  148  FV  guns  llO  T,  118  VM  106  E,  108  LMN,  111  FG,  117  E,  124, 
126  J,  132,  147,  159,  100,  209,  217,  22  FURWYEDPEC IWO  28,  236,  244  beach 
defenses  126  HS  buildings  244.    GARAPAN  burned  by  incendiaries  and 
phosphorous  shells. 

14  0526  COM  5TH  FLT  to  CTF  58  info  CTG'S  58.1,  58.2,  58.3,  58.4  ALL  TFC  5TH  FLT, 
CINCPAC.  '  "   

Estimate  separated  enemy  forces  nay  assemble  and  be  within  striking 
distance  MARIANAS  on  17  June.    Since  enemy  intentions  are  not  clear  desire 
TG  58.1  and  TG  58.4  proceed  toward  IWO  JBIA  to  carry  out  scheduled  strikes. 
If  further  information  indicates  enemy  advance  toward  MARIANAS  these  task 
groups  will  be  recalled  in  time  to  coordinate  air  strikes  on  enemy  force 
with  other  carrier  task  groups.    Directive  will  be  issued  in  separate  dis- 
patch.   Refuel  and  replace  aircraft  TG  58.2  and  58.3  on  D  plus  1  day. 

2243   CTG  58.4  to  COMFIFTH  FLEET  info  CINCPAC,  CTF  58 

3637  report.  A  13.  B  137  includes  extended  shipping  strikes 
plus  14  special  search.  C  60.  D  20.  E  65.  J  1  small  AK  previous- 
ly  damaged,  1  ditto  west  area  56,  2  coastal  vessels  by  Aus- 
burne  and  Thatcher  on  rescue  mission,  18-16  145-40.  K  2  small 
AK,  1  small  vessel.  L  6  small  vessels.  M  1  Betty  over  re- 
tains convoy,  2  Bettys  force,  1  Betty  1  Helen  on  searches. 
V  Gun  posits  MUTCHO  POINT  AREA  barracks  areas  50,  62,  hangers 
43  D  3,  buildings  50  E  1-4  and  56.  3AIPAN  AQQS  a  areas  2l6, 
217,  225,  236,  255,  CD  I65  .  From  photos  Pagan  Radio  Station 
Area  56  D  4,  RD  (Fox)  area  50  E  3-    Pilot  reports  gun  posit 
SAIPAN  appears  to  be  in  area  164  instead  of  I65.  Thatcher 
reports  4  camouflaged  buildings  on  crest  of  spur  bearing 
northeast  1000  yards  from  observation  spot  HO  chart  5358 
ALAMAGAN  ISLAND.    Possible  new  MG  posits  north  west  part 
MAGIC IENNE  BAY.    MARPI  POINT  HTRIP  appears  serviceable.  Number 
on  tail  of  1  Betty  shot  down  was  08-326.     Supplement  report 
12th.  K  12  Sampans. 

15  0109    CTG  58.1  to  COMFIFTHFLEET  info  CTF  58.  CINCPAC 

Daily  summary  report.    A  13  June.  3  367  including  24  special 
search  and  22  special  shipping  strike.     C  33  plus  8  special 
scout  pirket  cap  plus  9  special  lifeguard  sub  cap  RPT  CAT. 
D  16  plus  16  anti  snoop.    E  132  tons.  F  1  F6F  at  0R0TE, 
pilot  recovered  safely  by  periscope  method.     G  1  F6F  plus 
4  SB2C's  jettisoned  when  1  landing  on  BATAAN  dove. for  deck 
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jumping  barriers  and  wiping  out  other  3.    J  1  3AMPAN  ROTA 
138  L.  L  special  shipping  strike  as  reported  my  130957- 
R  1  single  engine  rota  208  CG-.    U  GUAM  pill  box  and  gun 
positions  557,  M  building  75757,  474,  475,  451,  AA  412,  557-8 
fuel  dump  451  radio  station  474  CAUSEWAY  to  CABRAS  557 
V  GUAM  AA555-6-7,  431,  496,  585  LOX,  PITI  naval  base 
buildings  556-7,  AGANA  town  buildings  604  U,  585  D  J  586 
A  (CMHM)  585  EA  K  PQA  585  I  J,  586  F  585  A  604  Y,  605 
WX,  AGANA  AREA  606  SO,  607  AF,  600  VR,  pill  boxes  at  OCA 
POINT  634,  635,  649,  650,  ROTA  hit  S  factories  115  E  and 
138  U,  fuel  dump  AL  reported  AA  positions  138  H  1  JUT  N  T 
U.     (UNCX)  U  and  V  all  pilots.    End.    Comments:     enemy  air 
position  Nil.    Weather  at  targets  excellent.     Daily  summary 
report.    A  14  June.     C  32.     D  16  plus  16  anti  snoop  (XYMIKE) 

1  BSTYSFOOCE.    End.    WX  46921345. 

15  1807     CTF  94  to  COMINCH,  CINCPAC.   COMNORPAC .   info  ALL  TFC  NORPAC . 

This  force  2  CA»3  2  CL's  9  DD's  in  darkness  and  heavy  fog 
approached  and  bombarded  MATSUWA  between  1513  and  1543  GOT 
13th  west  longitude  date.    Approach  and  firing  entirely  by 
Radar.    Mean  firing  range  14000  yards  at  speed  15.  Amm- 
unition expended  560  rounds  8  inch  HC  846  inch  HC  3841  5  inch 
AA  common.    Weather  precluded  observation  results.    No  cas- 
ualties ships  or  personnel.   Search  YAMATO  WANA  by  DD's  showed 
no  shipping  there  and  none  encountered  by  main  group.  No 
return  gunfire  met  vicinity  of  force.    Some  evidence  splashes 
well  clear  and  to  rear.    No  evidence  enemy  detection  EXOMOT 
by  Radar  at  about  30  minutes  prior  opening  fire.    Para.  Out- 
ward and  return  to  base  followed  weather  fronts.    No  enemy 
aircraft  encountered  at  any  time. 

15  2314    CTF  58  to  C QMF I FTHFL  EET  info  CINCPAC,  CTF  51. 

A  report  for  TG  58.3  A  14  June  B  249  C  48  D  30  E  81  D  8  J 
small  abandoned  AK  15-32  north  -  145-35  East  L  landing  barge 
ANTAHAN  small  AK  ROTA  mike  betty  25  miles  northwest  of  3AIPAN 
P  1  Tony  ROTA  1  twin  engine  EHHI  and  1  twin  engine  TINAN  R 
twin  engine  TIN/IN  U  building  ROTA  13 8  U  and  233  P  JJ0AEACK3 
191  0  6  trucks  fuel  236EV  SAIPAN  AA  143,  149,  128  D  1  large 
building  1479  GUAM  building  and  dispersal  area  609  ROTA  AA  192 
east  138  U  SN  P  193  barracks  192  row  radio  station  168  H  boiler 
house  138  U.    Leaflets  dropped  on  SAIPAN.    CABOT  (CYX  28)  VF 
pilot  dov/n  by  ZEKE  on  fighter  sweep  on  11  June  picked  up  by 
CAPER TON  (DD  65O)  AT  245  E  145  in  good  condition  ready  for 
duty.    Ke  reports  numerous  bettys  flew  west  morning  14th. 

16  0628     CTG  58.1  to  COMFIFTH  FLEET  info  CTF  58,  CINCPAC 

Daily  summary.    A  15  June  B  172  including  6  on  search.  C 
32  D  16,  plus  17  anti  snoop.    E  58  tons.     F  1  SB2C,  1  TBF, 

2  F6F.     G  2  TBF,  1  3B2C,  1  F6F.     H  3  pilots  and  1  crew  plus  1 
pilot  and  2  crew  missing  last  seen  in  rubber  boat.    J  1 
medium  AK  CHICHIJIMA  F  7,  TATSUTA  KAWAI  MARU  of  1900  tons 

force,  112 
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survivors  aboard  HORNET,  left  SAIPAN  for  YOKASUKA,  bow  of  ship 
blown  off  by  Anti  Sub-Anti  snoop  prior  arrival  DD  who  finish- 
ed her.    L  CHICHI  JIMA  6  luggers  At  F  5,  H  6,  H  8,  4  small  AK's 
M  8,  M  13  HAHAJIMA  2  small  AK's  P  20  and  21.    M  33  ZEKES. 
CUZOJIMA  of  which  Lieut  Lloyd  G.  Barnard  of  VF  2  got  5.  N 
2  ZEKES  IWOJIMA.    P  4  VP  and  10  VBM  IWOJIMA  which  may  have 
been  hit  also  by  TG  58.4.    R  CHICHIJIMA  4  emilys  G  7  and  8. 
U  CHICHIJIMA  AA  posit  G  9  and  5,  3  fuel  dumps  H  9  F  6,  2 
radio  stations  G  9  P  6,  buildings  H  9»    V  CHICHL7TJMA  hits  on 
airfield  G  5  and  6,  buildings  G  5»  8,  F  5,  item  6,  probable 
fuel  dump  G  5,  probable  oil  tanks  G  8.    HAHAJIMA  buildings 
P  20,  G  19,  H  12  and  13.    End.     Comments:     achieved  complete 
surprise  both  targets.     Only  1  poor  strip  at  CHICHI.  Very 
heavy  weather  prevented  strikes  on  morning  16th.    FUELED  DD's. 
Striking  IWOJIMA  afternoon,    weather  55921263. 

16  0854Z  HANSELL  SIGNED  ARNOLD  to  DOUGLAS  FOR  THOMAS.  COMGENCENTPAC 
-rass  to  CIKCPOA.  '        '       ~  '  ~ 


WAR-5156l-l6th.     Fragmentary  flash  report  on  Mission  No.  2. 
Bomber  command  which  follows  is  not  for  publication.  Commu- 
nique being  prepared  by  Wolfe  for  approval  here  for  simul- 
taneous release.     Incoming  data  still  being  received.  Air- 
craft forward  bases  at  time  of  takeoff  total  83  B-29.  Air- 
borne 67  takeoff  150918  GCT  to  151128  GCT.     In  addition  1 
B-29  crashed  on  takeoff.     Crew  safe.    Received  reports  from 
32  aircraft  returned  fron  mission  advising  30  bombed  primary 
target  industrial  center  (steel  coke  ship  center)  YAWATA 
approximately  1555^GCT.     2  bombed  secondary  target  part  of 
LAOYAO.    Abortive  6  for  mechanical  and  other  reasons.  Re- 
turned safely.    2  known  lost  1  on  takeoff  as  reported  above 
and  1  photo  recon  plane  snortly  after  takeoff  in  which  10 
of  11  crew  members  were  killed.     1  reported  lost  80  miles 
northeast  of  CHENGTU  (not  in  enemy  territory)  unconfirmed. 
Remaining  3  unaccounted  for  of  which  1  is  not  yet  overdue 
because  of  late  takeoff.    Report  of  operation  not  yet  received 
from  additional  25  which  returned  safely.    Weather  scattered 
clouds  3/10 'a  at  primary  target.     Principally  by  radar  was 
method  of  bombing.    Each  airplane  carrier  6-500  lbs  GP  bombs. 
Planned  altitude  of  bombing  reported  variable  between  8,000 
and  18,000  feet.     Bombing  result  believed  to  be  good  with 
fires  and  explosions  in  target  area.     Believe  no  damage  to 
our  aircraft  from  enemy  opposition.     2  groups  P-47  fighters 
total  150  aircraft  for  defense  of  bases  in  CHENGTU  area. 
More  details  later.     All  here  join  in  congratulations  to 
Cincpoa  and  his  command  on  current  progress. 

17  0452     CTF  52  to  TF  52  TG  51.18    Info  C0M5THFLT ,  ALL  TFC  5THFLT. 

This  my  Op  Order  A  20-44  Task  Organization  (Units  assigned 
separately}  A. Covering  Group  1  RAdm  Kingman.     B.  Covering 
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Group  2  RAdm  Ainsworth.     C.  Retirement  Group  1  Capt. 
Knowles.  D.  Retirement  Group  2  VAdm  Turner.  E.  Retire- 
ment Group  3  Capt.  Robertson.  F.  Retirement  Group  4 
RAdm  Blandy.  G.  TEARA.VAY  Group  RAdm  Hill.  H.  Carrier 
Support  Groups  1  RAdm  Bogan.  I.  Carrier  Support  Groups  2 
RAdm  Sallada.  Para. 

l.Info  Enemy  fleet  appears  assembling  preparatory  to  counter 
attack  probably  supported  by  land  based  air  in  CAROLINES, 
BONINS  possibly  MARIANAS.    Northern  Landing  Force  estab- 
lished SAIPAN  making  progress  forward  from  beachhead.  Para. 

2.  This  force  will  support  the  Northern  Landing  Force, 
retire  temporarily  to  eastward  transports  not  required 
TEARAWAY,  and  cover  TEARAWAY  and  retirement  groups  against 
enemy  surface  and  air  attack.  Para. 

3.  A  and  B  Cover  TEARAWAY  and  retirements  groups  from  areas 
PATHS  and  ACiiE  or  from  Eastward  of  TEARAWAY  if  directed. 
Para . 

3.  C  to  F  By  1830  1?  June  clear  transport  area  retire  to 
east  northeastward  return  TEARAWAY  when  directed.  Para. 

3.  G  Support  Northern  Landing  Force  Para  3  to  cover  retire- 
ment groups.  Para. 

3.  Item  From  eastward  TEAR AWAY  as  directed  by  RAdm  Hill 
cover  TEARAWAY  and  covering  groups.     Support  Northern 
Landing  Force.  Para. 

3.  X-ray  This  order  effective  on  receipt. 


16  1020    CTF  57  to  CDJCPOA  info  CTF  59 

Summary  of  operations  11  to  15  June  inclusive: 
Bomb  Tonnage  on  enemy  targets:  TRUK  112,  NAURU  25,  WOTJE  23, 
TAROA  19,  PONAPE  18,  KILLE  15,  JALUIT  10,  OCEAN  6.  Propaganda 
leaflet  drops  continued.    Night  harassment  KAR3HALL3  bases 
continued.    AA  mostly  meager  to  moderate.     Interception  at 
TRUK  minor  except  for  1  appearance  of  7-12  interceptors  of 

v  ^  which  army  liberators  got  1  sure  2  probable  4  damaged.  Para. 

s"**'  Our  casualties:  1  corsar  1  mitchell  lost,  crews  rescued.  22 

planes  damaged.     1  man  killed.    Para.     Searches:  Navy  lib- 
erator destroyed  probable  irving  240  miles  ENE  GUAM,  others 
saw  KATE  20  miles  SE  TRUK,  unidentified  planes  180  miles  NW 

^  TRUK,  310  miles  NW  TRUK,  58  miles  3W  PONAPE,  and  over  ANT 

ISLAND.  Ventura  sank  50  foot  motorboat  KUSAIE.  Submarine 
probably  sunk  by  BANGU3T  60  miles  NE  ROI,  1  sub  damaged  or 
sunk- by  HASTINGS  10  N  163  E.    Evacuation  of  natives  from 

221.1 


SECRET* 


JUKE  (GOT) 


WOTJE  nearly  complete,  700  removed  to  ARNO,  2  Jap  men  1 
woman  prisoners  taken,  1  Jap  or  KOREAN  captured  BAURAEABA 
ISLAND  TARAWA.     4  Japs  killed  BASOOME  ISLAND,  KWAJALEIN. 

21  0520    CTF  57  to  Clncpoa  info  CTF  59. 

Summary  of  operations  16  to  20  Julie  inclusive:    Bomb  tonnage 
on  enemy  targets:     TRUK  75,  PONAPE  42,  TAROA  29,  NAURU  21, 
MILLE  20,  JALUIT  10,  WOTJE  8,.    Propaganda  leaflet  drops  com- 
pleted at  OCEAN  and  NAURU.    Night  harassment  MARS HALLS  bases 
continued.    AA  mostly  meager.    Our  casualties:    1  Dauntless 
1  Hellcat  lost  1  Corsair  missing.    1  Pilot  lost  1  Pilot  miss- 
ing.   9  planes  damaged.    Searches:    Jap  subs  active  in  outer 
limits  of  V412  sectors.    Of  total  7  sightings,  1  possible 
damaged,  and  3  attacked  without  visible  results.    Navy  libera- 
tors conducting  special  sub  searches  from  ENIWETOK  in  addition 
to  regular  sectors.    Navy  Liberator  strafed,  set  afire  80  foot 
motor  schooner  OROIUK.    Searchers  saw  no  enemy  air  activity 
except  single  Zeke  near  TRUK.    Strike  planes  saw  unidentified 
aircraft  airborne  near  PONAPE  and  2  at  TRUK.    No  interception 
of  daylight  TRUK  strike.    Evacuation  native  population  of 
W0TJE^Sfi4.  ARHO  completed,  total  number  727. 

22  2337    CTG  58.1  to  CTF  58  info  COM  5TH  FLEET. 

Daily  summary.    This  is  my  220800. 
A    21  June 

B    79  none  of  which  found  Jap  fleet,  plus  6  special  search,  8 

Kingfisher  rescue  missions  and  8  rescue  cap 
C  45 
D  20 
G    1  F6F 
I    1  pilot 

(^J  II    1  Betty  force  by  BATAAN  Victor  E  E  Ams  1  Betty  by  BELLEAU 

WOOD  VF  returning  from  attack  mission  against  fleet 
X    End.     9  men  rescued  by  KINGFISHER, 

23  0458    CTG  58.1  to  CTF  58  info  COM  5TH  FLEET. 

Supplementing  my  summary  for  20th  June  further  details  avail- 
able this  task  group  for  aotlon  against  Jap  fleet. 

F    1  VF  shot  down  by  friendly  VF  and  2  VT  known  shot  down  by 
enemy  ship  gunfire  plus  1  SB  2  C  and  1  VF  still  unaccounted 
for. 

i/  G    12  VF,  9  VT,  19  SB  2  C  caused  by  gas  shortage  and  deck 

crashes  during  night  landings. 
H    3  pilots,  6  crew  plus  2  pilots  and  2  crew  still  missing. 
I    1  deck  officer  and  1  alrcrewman  in  deck  crash. 
L    Add  the  following  YQRKTQWN  claims  of  just  returned  surviv- 
ors, 2  sure  torpedo  hits  on  unidentified  small  oarrier  not 
in  the  SHOKAKU  formation  and  1  DD  sunk  by  stray  torpedo. 
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YORKTOWN  group  attacked  individually.    BELLEAU  WOOD  survivor 

just  returned  reports  oarrier  HAYATAKA  class  burning  and  11st- 
^  ing  from  2  internal  explosions  as  she  passed  him.  Previously 

reported  torpedo  hit  on  cruiser  ATAGO  class  by  HORNET  group 

now  believed  to  be  CA  CHOKAI  or  MAYA  class, 
M  Add  1  Zeke  over  enemy. 
N  Add  2  Zekes  over  Jap  fleet.  End. 

Weather  84  91  11  33 

24  °153    CTG  58.1  to  COM  5TH  FLEET  info  CINCPAC,  CTF  58.  COWPENS ( CVL25 ) 

DAILY  SUMMARY  X  A  23  JUNE  X  B  101  on  PAGAN  including  4  VFN 
special  search.  C  32  plus  EIGHTKDGEAELAJWELCYE  CAP.  D  16. 
E  38  tons,  f  1  F6F.  H  1  pilot,  k  1  Sampan  ll  item  and  4  small 

• AK  11  J.  L  2  small  AK  11  J,  12  sampans  strafed  11  item,  OBOE,  i 
J ,  2  sampans  confirmed  by  photos .  M  BATAAN  CVL  made  grand  slam 
shooting  down  all  of  flight  of  1  Betty  and  5  Zekes.  These 
intercepted  75  miles  from  force  heading  toward  SAIFAN.    P  1 
Topsay  and  3  VBM.  ft  2  CBM.  U  fuel  dump  photo  and  wharf  11  OBOE. 
V  runways  and  Nlpons  heavily  bombed,  buildings  11  Item,  dock 
11  J,  AA  posits  11  K  and  10  J.  End.  Comment  planes  listed  in 
P  and  ft  possibly  previously  damaged.    Lt  Comdr  Robert  H  Price, 
Air  Group  Comdr  COWPENS  picked  up  by  destroyer  PICKET  after 
spending  11  days  in  life  raft.    Condition  good.  (WX  43801532) 

24  1018    CTG  58.2  to  C0M5THFLT  info  CINCPAC.  CTF  58. 

Summary  R  Reak  A  23  line  C  24  Hog  12.    Summary  report  (A) 
24  June  ultimatum  strike  (B)  128  (C)  3  Tow  (D)  16  (E)  Sy(F) 

2  (J)  3  small  AK(K)  2  small  AK(L)  3  luggers  on  fire.  All 
pilot  at  photos.    R  further  damage  to  Berty.    2  damaged  Zekes 
only  other  planes  observed.    Runway  well  plastered  and  tem- 
porarily lnoperatlonal.    Hangar  and  barracks  levelled.  Photos. 

j      ■  AA  posits  struck  PICLT 

25  0047    OTG  58.4  to  COM  5TH  FLEET  info  CINCPAC  CTF  58. 

Daily  summary.  (A)  24  (B)  151  (C)  60  (D)  19  {E)  47.5  (F)  1  VB 
(K)  1  landing  barge  loaded  40-50  soldiers  13-58  144-20  left 
burning  sinking  abandoned  (L)  1  large  AK  APRA  Harbor  (M)  2 
zekes  ROTA  (P)  1  VMB  AGANA  5  VF  OROTE  from  photos.     (U)  1 
steam  roller  ROTA  field  (V)  fires  south  OROTE  field  runways 
dispersal  areas  AGANA  and  BROTE  frags  and  at  ends  areas 
452  A-0  451  B-0  450  H  to  473  S.    115  hundreds  on  shops  build- 
ings areas  192  EQH  168  Cde  ROTA,    From  photos  24th  OROTE  98 
j  planes  of  which  5  VB  16  VF  possibly  operational  but  only  1 

s*-^  Betty  2  VF  have  moved  in  24  hours.    AGANA  8  planes  of  which 

3  possibly  operational,    tlta  *7  of  which  3  possibly  opera- 
tional 

*  probably  "ROTA" 
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25  2325    CTG  58.4  to  COM  5TH  FLEET  Info  CTF  58.  CINCPAC. 

Dally  Summary.    A  25  B  OROTE  48  ROTA  34  AGANA  20  G  60  D  20 
E  OROTE  12.5  ROTA  8.2  AGANA  4.5  G  1  VT  1  VF  L  large  AK  APRA 
Harbor  for  2nd  time  P  6  single  engine  OROTE  450  E  474  M,  N 

1  twin  engine  ROTA  revet  northwest  runway  and  direct  hit 
nell  473  R.  Q  2  single  engine  OROTE  1  same  AGANA  R  8-10  plan* 
strafed  bombed  AGANA  U  taxi  dispersal  areas  north  east  OROTE 
AGANA  AA  60S  St,  buildings  609  FG  602  605  strafed,  revets  60S 
nos  TXY  609  GHIN  covered  by  bombs,  ROTA  revets  and  bldgs  191 
192  covered  by  frags  incends  leaving  fires,  buildings  in  169 
APE  191  192  SXNAMED.  bomb  hits  OROTE  450  EMG  451  ALF  473  YQ. 
Comments.    ROTA  field  appeared  deserted  no  operational  planes 
no  activity  or  ATCX  END 

26  0114    CTG  58.1  to  COM  5TH  FLEET  info  CINCPAC  CTF  58  CTF  51. 

Complete  Summary  for  IWO  J IMA  supplementing  by  241224.  A  24 
June.  B  50  including  2  navigation  rescue  PDAFE  BFC  84  includ- 
ing 52  scrambled  VF.  D  17  plus  18  anti  snooty.  F5F»s.  F.  G  1 
F00  SIXV,ft*H  5  pilots  missing.  M  57  Zekes,  9  Judy,  2  Jill  at 
IWO  JIMA,  16  Zekes,  26  Kates,  3  Judy,  1  Jill  by  CAP  near 
force.    Recapitulation  shows  total  of  114  shot  down  rather 
than  116  previously  reported,  N  8  Zekes  at  target,  4  Zekes 
near  foroe.  0  2  Zekes  target,  2  Zekes  force.  Complete  surpris* 
was  effected.    Believe  we  broke  up  large  raid  assembling  and 
in  process  of  heading  south.    Many  planes  loaded  with  tor- 
pedoes with  fighter  escort  were  airborne  on  arrival  of  our 
fighter  sweep.    Following  our  attack  there  were  3  large  raids 
in  this  group.    Our  fighters  were  tracked  baok  by  12  Kates 
carrying  yellow  nosed  torpedoes  under  the  fuselages  and  what 
appeared  to  be  stud  wing  tanks  under  the  right  wings.  As 
previously  reported  all  in  this  1st  raid  were  shot  down. 
BELLEAU  WOOD  fighter  who  got  the  last  1  dived  through  ships 
gunfire  to  get  him.    During  late  afternoon  the  2  other  raids 
were  completely  broken  up  by  our  fighters  60  to  75  miles 
away.    During  night  retirement  about  8  Bettys  shadowed  us 
closing  to  10  miles  dropping  windows  and  flares  but  they 
appeared  too  timid  to  drive  home  an  attack.    Screen  was 
clear  at  2300  K  (-10).  Distance  was  too  great  to  send  an- 
other strike  but  considered  IWO  JIMA  fruitful  target. 

27  0400     CTF  51  to  C0M5THFLEET  info  CINCPAC  ALL  TFC  gTHFLEET  KEROURY. 

Round  up  of  TF  51  air  operations  and  enemy  air  attacks  last 

2  days.    P  47's  have  been  very  active  in  troop  support  and 
in  neutralization  of  enemy  airfields  SAIPAN  and  TIN IAN. 
Are  now  working  on  a  continuing  program  coordinated  with 
ship  and  shore  artillery  gunfire  of  destroying  TIN IAN  GUNS 
and  generally  softening  up  defenses.    P  6l*s  active  every 
night  against  enemy  attacking  planes  no  interception  yet. 
Last  night  when  a  kill  seemed  sure  were  foiled  by  enemy  use 
of  window  regret  report  about  252005  K(-10)  when  1  black 
widow  taking  off  from  ASLIT0  another  plane  landed  on  top 
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of  it  both  planes  destroyed  pilots  killed.    Now  have  only 
5  P6l's.    Night  of  26th  enemy  planes  active  from  1945  to 
0030K.     Bennion  radar  picket  south  of  TINIAN  picked  up 
planes  taking  off  from  and  landing  on  TINIAN.  deveral 
decoys  drew  our  Black  .Vidow  to  westward  then  attack  planes 
came  in  east  of  3AIPAN.    Total  number  of  enemy  planes  in 
air  about  10.     Attack  planes  came  in  high  altitude  14000 
feet  2  attacked  TG  52.4  for  1  hour  dropping  2  torpedoes 
no  hits  1  sure  shot  down.     2  attacked  BENNION  with  torpedoes 

1  probable  shot  down.     At  least  1  came  over  3AIPAN  against 
transports.    U33  MERCURY  credited  with  a  kill  without  firing 
a  shot:     1  Fran  (probable)  slid  down  through  our  smoke  screen 
dropped  torpedo  which  hit  MERCURY  before  reaching  water 
killing  1  man  and  penetrating  into  superstructure  without 
exploding  but  with  partial  deflagration.     BETTY  collided 
with  MERCURY^  jumbo  boom  and  crashed  in  water.  Dead 
aviator  and  smashed  gas  tank  recovered.    Documents  in 
pockets  being  translated  will  be  forwarded.     It  is  definite 
that  GUAM  and  ROTA  fields  being  used  by  enemy.    Am  sending 

40  P47,s  to  strike  ROTA  this  afternoon. 

27  1845     COMINCTT  to  CIKCPOA,  COM  12  Info  CQHGENCENTFAC ,  C0K3RDFLEBT, 
COM3 RD PHI BFOR 

The  96th  Division  will  be  ready  for  movement  to  PEARL  about 
July  15  with  certain  exceptions  which  the  War  Department 
has  discussed  with  ComGenCentPac  your  240514-     Coml2  is 
directed  to  lift  the  96th  Division  as  soon  as  ready  about 
July  15  on  priority  number  3093 'lA..  in  accordance  with  the 
procedure  prescribed  in  the  July  priority  list  for  the 
5th  MarDiv  which  is  hereby  deleted. 

20  0450     CTG  58.4  to  C0M5THPLT  Info  GTF  58,  CINCPAG 

PAGAN  summary  A28  B6l  plus  12    Observation-shipping  sweep 
C48D.    D16E  8  plus  64  rockets  Rl  NELL  probable  inoperational 
STRAFE CNHOCTOR  rockets  fired  into  5-6  barges  probably 
already  unserviceable,  2  half  tonners  in  4031,  3  in  40C5. 

2  in  42E3,  some  hits  in  50  56  57  59.    From  excellent  photos 
airfield  area  present  status  as  follows.    Hangar  2  shops 
43D2  and  3  destroyed  i previously  reported)  4  barracks  4  small 
buildings  destroyed  1  barracks  2  small  buildings  damaged 
50B2  and  3.     Covered  water  reservoir  damaged  50B4  APPENDEC- 
T0MYRABFHAS3  radio  station  4  barracks  destroyed  5bD3.  RDF 
destroyed  563B.  8  buildings  destroyed  3  damaged  in  village 

50  and  56.  25  unfilled  no  filled  recent  craters  on  runway. 
29  craters  in  parking  areas.     8  luggers  on  bottom,  no  other 
shipping  visible  in  photos.    Few  worthwnile  targets  remain 
and  island  appears  virtually  deserted.    Light  AA  or  MG  from 
41E1  50  and  51E4.    Pilots  and  oblique  photos  no  military 
installations  MEDINILLA  3ARIGAN  ABATAJIAN. 
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CTF  57  to  GLVCj  >m  info  CTE  59* 

Summary  of  operations  21  to  25  June  inclusive: 
Bomb  tonnage  on  enemy  targets:     TRUK  143,  W0TJE  26,  TaROA 
24,  PONAPE  23,  JALUIT  6.    Night  harassment  IARSNALLS  bases 
continued.    AA  mostly  meager  except  moderate  to  intense  at 
TRUK  where  4  daylight  strikes  intercepted  by  average  of 
5  fighters  each.    Army  liberators  got  1  probable  and  damaged 
6.     Our  casualties:     1  Gosair  and  pilot  lost.     12  planes 
damaged.     Searches:  Navy  Liberator  shot  down  KATE  270  miles 
NNE  TRUK,  damaged  another  100  miles  NW  TRUK.  Submarine 
attacked  370  miles  '.7NW  ENI'.VETOK  without  results.  Fishing 
boat  sunk  and  probable  RUEE  on  beach  strafed  at  10 SAP. 

GTG  58.4  to  C0I-.5THPLEET  info  CTF  5#,  GINCPAC. 

ROTA  Summary.    A  30  B  IB  plus  2  VF(N)  Hecklers  plus  2  photo 
C  43  D  16  E  9.5  U3  buildings  at  138  U.    V  7  tonners,  1 
quarter  tonner  on  runway,  oil  fire  190  N,  hits  in  191  E 
192  A  192  K  177  0M  all  verfied  from  photos.    Also  from 
infra  red  photos  total  12  craters  in  runway,  11  new  since 
27th.    No  comouflage  evident.    No  change  in  aircraft,  nons 
airborne.     00  AA. 

CTF  57  to  0IMCP0A  info  CTF  59. 

Summary  operations  26  to  30  June  inclusive:     Bomb  tonnage 
on  enemy  bases:     TRUK  104,  I.1ILLE  38,  TAR0A  30,  NAURU  15, 


Y/0TJE  13,  JALUIT  4,  PONAPE  3§.    Night  harassment  Marshalls 
bases  continued.    AA  mostly  meager  except  moderate  to  intense 
at  TRUK  and  NAURU .     Interception  by  average  of  6  fighters  on] 
each  of  3  daylight  strikes  not  pressed,  Army  Liberators  got 

1  surc  and  1  probable  without  being  hit.     Our  casualties : 

2  Iiivchells  and  1  crew  lost  NAURU.  Corsairs  and  1  pilot 
lost  W0TJE.  10  planes  damaged.  Searches  negative.  Navy 
photo  Liberator  shot  down  BETTY  south  of  HALL  Island. 

CTF  57  to  CINCPOA  Info  CTF  59. 

Summary  of  operations  1  to  5  July  inclusive;  bomb  tonnage  on  enemy  bases  1 
TRUK  125,  MILLE  62,  JALUIT  28,  TAR0A  27,  W0TJE  16,  PONAPE  2.  Night 
harassment  MARSHALLS  bases  continued,    AA  mostly  meager.  Interception 
at  TRUK  by  5  to  14  fighters  on  each  of  2  daylight  strikes  not  pressed 
Army  Liberators  damaging  2  while  sustaining  minor  damage  to  2  Liberators. 
Only  1  of  2  night  strikes  intercepted  by  3  VP  without  results.  Our 
casualties:  1  Dauntless  lost  at  TARDA,  crew  rescued.    1  Liberator  and 
crew  missing  from  TRUK  strike.    Total  8  planes  damaged.  Searches: 
dropped  half  ton  MARPI  Field  SAIPAN  silencing  AA,  strafed  3  fields  and 
guns  TIN IAN.    Strafed  50-foot  barge  KUSAIE.    Saw  unidentified  2 -engine d 
plane  westbound  230  miles  west  of  ENIWETOK. 
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11  0450  CTF  67  TO  CINCPOA  Info  CTF  59. 


Summary  of  operations  6  to  10  July  inclusive:    Bomb  tonnage  on  enemy  bases: 
TRUK  120,  NAURU  41,  MILLE  41,  TAROA  31,  J ALU IT  27,  WOTJE  21.  Night 
harassment  MARSHALLS  bases  continued.    AA  mostly  meager.  Interception 
at  TRUK  by  11  to  14  VP  on  daylight  strike  7th  of  which  Army  Liberators 
shot  down  5.    Only  3  to  4  Japs  met  next  daylight  strike.    Our  total 
casualties i  2  Corsairs  and  2  pilots  lost,    1  Liberator  waterlanded  near 
base  as  result  damage  by  TRUK  interceptors,  1  man  killed,    16  planes 
damaged.    Searches:  no  oontaots  except  unidentified  plane  chased  and  lost 
250  miles  WSW  ENIWETCK. 

06  1900  COM  INCH  to  CINCPOA,  CINCLANE  Info  GCMSOPAC,  COMNORPAC,  CCMSOLANT 

Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  have  approved  the  following  directive  in  JCS  41l/l5 
to  all  US  Theater  Commanders.    Upon  receipt  of  information  from  any  ship 
or  aircraft  under  your  command  of  an  attack  having  been  made  upon  a  hos- 
pital ship  or  upon  a  vessel  believed  likely  to  have  been  a  hospital  ship 
a  board  of  investigation  will  be  convened  immediately.    The  board  will 
gather  and  include  in  its  record  all  information  possible  to  obtain  on 
the  circumstances  of  the  attack  including  photographs  pertinent  extracts 
from  the  log  and  sworn  testimony  of  participants  or  witnesses.  Upon 
oompletion  of  the  investigation  or  inquiry  a  summary  of  the  findings  will 
be  transmitted  by  despatch  and  a  complete  transcript  of  the  record  and 
oopies  of  exhibits  transmitted  by  first  available  courier  to  the  Joint 
Chiefs  of  Staff.    If  the  attacking  ship  or  aircraft  i8  of  other  than  US 
nationality  a  complete  transcript  and  copies  of  exhibits  will  be  forwarded 
also  to  the  government  of  the  ship  or  aircraft. 

16  2330  CTF  57  to  CINCPOA  info  CTF  59 

Summary  of  operations  11  to  15  July  inclusive: 

Bomb  tonnage  on  Enemy  Baa eg  t  TRUK  140,  TAROA  72,  WOTJE  68,  NAURU  31, 
MILLE  la,  JALUIT  10.    Night  harassment  MARSHALLS  bases  conducted  only 
one  night  this  period  due  weather.    Interception  TRUK  daylight  strikes 
nil  11th,  by  16  to  19  fighters  13th  when  Army  liberators  got  4  sure  4 
probables  5  damaged,  and  by  9  fighters  14th  when  liberators  damaged  1. 

Our  Casualties:    1  Corsair  lost,  pilot  rescued.    Army  bombardier  lost 
attempting  Jettison  bombs.    13  planes  damaged. 

Searches;  Low-level  Recco  reports  PULUWAT  airstrip  recently  improved. 
Special  WAKE  snooper  got  radar  contact  2  seaplane staking  off  DAWN  14th 
lost  chase  but  will  try  again.  Photos  show  8  coastal  vessels  reported 
at  WAKE  in  CTF  59'  111258  are  same  vessels,  barges  and  dredge  noted  in 
lagoon  since  May. 
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21  0801Z    GHQ  SWPA  to  CAAF,  COMALLIED  NAVAL  FORCES ,  OCM  ALAMO  FORCE, 
0G~  USASOS  info  C/S  WAR  DEPT.  CINCPQA,  CTF  76;  " 

CX15142  THERE  FOLLOWS  WARNING  ORDER  FOR  INTERLUDE  (MOROTAI  ISLAND)  X 
HOSTILE  FORCES  FEARSOME  (HALMAHERA  ISLAND)  ESTIMATED  26,000,  OF  WHICH 
18,000  ARE  BASE  AND  SERVICE  TROOPS.     CONCENTRATION  BELIEVED  MOSTLY 
IN  NORTHERN  FEARS  CUE  (HALMAHERA  ISLAND)  WITH  SOME  FORCES  OF  UNKNOWN 
STRENGTH  AND  COMPOSITION  ON  INTERLUDE  (MOROTAI  ISLAND).  PARA.  SOUTHWEST 
PACIFIC  FORCES ,  COVERED  BY  3RD  FLEET  AND  IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  PACIFIC 
OCEAN  AREAS  OPERATIONS  AGAINST  FULLCRY  (PALAU  ISLANDS)  SEIZE  OBJECTIVES 
IN  SOUTHERN  INTERLUDE  (MOROTAI  ISLAND)  IN  ORDER  TO  ESTABLISH  AIRFIELDS 
AND  MINOR  NAVAL  FACILITIES.    TARGET  DATE,  15  SEPTEMBER.    MAJOR  TROOPS 
UNITS,  11TH  CORPS  WITH  31  DIVISION  AND  1  COMBAT  TEAM  OF  THE  32  DIVISION. 
OBJECTIVES  FOR  AIR  GARRISON  IN  FOLLOWING  PRIORITY:  (l)  1  GROUP  SHORT 
RANGE  FIGHTERS  IMMEDIATELY  FOLLOWING  THIS  ASSAULT  (2)  2  GROUPS  FIGHTERS 
LONG  RANGE,  1  SQUADRON  NIGHT  FIGHTERS,  1  GROUP  MEDIUM  BOMBERS,  1  SQUAD- 
RON TACTICAL  RECONNAISSANCE,  AND  1  LONG  RANGE  RECONNAISSANCE  SQUADRON 
BY  D  PLUS  25  (3)  SAME  AS  (2)  PLUS  1  GROUP  MEDIUMS,  1  GROUP  HEAVIES,  AND 
1  SQUADRON  LAB  BY  D  PLUS  45.  PARA.  ALAMO  FORCE  BY  OVERWATER  OPERATION, 
WILL  PREPARE  TO  SEIZE  AND  OCCUPY  SOUTHERN  INTERLUDE  (MOROTAI  ISLAND) 
CONSTRUCT  NECESSARY  AIR,  PORT,  AND  MINOR  NAVAL  FACILITIES.    ALLIED  AIR 
FORCES  WILL  PREPARE  TO  SUPPORT,  IN  CONJUNCTION  AND  IN  COORDINATION  WITH 
CARRIER  BASED  AVIATION,  THE  OPERATION:  PROVIDE  NECESSARY  GROUND  ECHELONS 
FOR  AIR  GARRISON  SQUADRONS  *  ABOVE.    ALLIED  NAVAL  FORCES  WILL  SUPPORT 
THE  OPERATION  BY  TRANSPORTING  AND  LANDING  ELEMENT  OF  ASSAULT  AND  SUPPORT- 
ING TROOPS  AND  FURNISHING  NAVAL  PROTECTION  THEREFOR*  PROVIDE,  IN  CON- 
JUNCTION WITH  COMMANDER  ALLIED  AIR  FORCES,  ESCORT  CARRIER  AVIATION 
SUPPORT  OF  OPERATION:  AND  ESTABLISH  MINOR  NAVAL  FORCES  ON  INTERLUDE 
(MOROTAI  IS LAUD)  AS  REQUIRED.     COORDINATION  OF  OPERATIONS  BETWEEN 
PACIFIC  OCEAN  AREAS  AND  SOUTHWEST  PACIFIC  FORCES,  INCLUDING  COORDINATION 
OF  AIR  AND  SURFACE  OPERATIONS,  WILL  BE  ARRANGED  BY  THIS  HEADQUARTERS 
AND  COMMUNICATED  TO  ALL  CONCERNED  AT  A  LATER  DATE.     TROOP  MOVEMENT 
DIRECTIVES  FOR  CONCENTRATION  FOLLOW.     STAFF  STUDIES*  CONTAINING  OUTLINE 
PLAN  BEING  FORWARDED  THIS  DATE.  COMBAT  INSTRUCTIONS  TO  AMPLIFY  THE 
ABOVE  ARE  IN  COURSE  OF  PREPARATION  AND  WILL  BE  FORWARDED  AT  EARLY  DATE. 

*    AS  BROKEN 
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21  0430    CTF  57  to  CINCPOA  Info  CTF  69  DtCLASSlFlEDf 

■-^^  Summary  of  Ope  rations  16  to  20  July  inclusive:    Bomb  tonnage  on  enemy 

bases':    TRUK  102",*  WOT JE  61,  TAR0A~34,  P0NAPE~28,  MILLE  25.    Night  harassment 
MARSHALLS  bases  continued.    Interception  at  TRTJK  by  8  to  12  fighters  each 
of  2  daylight  strikes;  Army  Liberators  got  1  probable,  5  damaged.  Our 
casualties:  3  Corsairs  and  pilots  missing.    16  planes  damaged.  Searches} 
No  contacts.    DD  WYMAN  of  ASW  Task  Group  attacked  sub  early  19th  lat  12; 
58N  Long  152-03  E;  oil  and  debris  indicates  probable  kill. 

24  1658    CTF  52  to  CINCPOA  Info  CTF  56,  CTF  51,  CTG  56.1 

Your  231715.    In  Jap  Army  units  on  SAIPAN  Koreans  were  employed  in  construc- 
tion units  attaohed  directly  to  battalions  approximately  250  laborers  to 
750  troops.    Most  construction  laborers  are  Koreans  and  do  not  bear  arms. 
They  are  not  employed  tactioally  but  merely  assist  in  general  military  plans. 
They  have  no  military  training.     Individual  construction  laborers  are 
known  to  have  participated  in  the  6-7  July  counterattack  in  SAIPAN.  Navy 
construction  units  are  similar  to  those  in  the  Army  but  are  organised 
independently  under  naval  officers.    Some  are  known  to  have  participated 
in  the  defense  of  ASLITO  airfield.    Construction  laborers  are  regarded  as 
military  POWs  because  of  their  attachment  to  the  military,  their  military 
work,  and  potential  military  assistance.    After  capture  they  have  been  used 
by  American  forces  for  non-military  work. 

26  0609    C0M7THFLT  to  COM  1ST  FLT,  C0M5RD  FLEET,  Info  ALL  TFC'S  OF  3RD  &  7TH  FLTS. 

Japanese  naval  strength  DSYAO-PALAU-HALHAHARA  Area  estimated  2  CL,  3  DD,  6  SS, 
1  additional  SS  believed  north  of  BIAK  on  supply  base  evacuation  duty,  nil 
other  fleet  units  NEW  GUINEA  Area.    Ground  troops  estimate.    MANOKWARI  4000 
SARONG  Area  4000  CAPE  SANSAPOR  nil  Japs  except  possibly  few  barge  personnel. 
Believe  Jap  air  strength  as  follows.    AMBON  GRANT  CERAM  50  VF  50  VB.  CELEBES 
40  VF  25/30  VB.    HALMAIIARA  85  VF  45  VB.    PHILIPPINES  200  VF  210  VB  largely 
concentrated  MINDANAO,    DUTCH  NEW  GUINEA  3  VF  4  VB.    Consider  there  will  be  no 
enemy  naval  reaction  to  GLOBETROTTER  Operation.    Believe  only  reaction  will  be 
limited  to  air  strikes  by  small  number  of  planes  diminishing  in  frequency  after 
D  Day  although  maximum  capability  estimated  50  VF  35/40  VB. 

27  0136    CTF  53  to  TF  53  Info  CINCPAC,  C0M5THFLT,  ALL  TF  &  TG  CQMDR  6TH  FLT,  CTF  51 

CTG  56.2.  '  " 

Upon  capture  OROTE  PENINSULA  about  1800K(-10)  27  July  all  gunfire  support  and 
air  support  will  be  coordinated  and  directed  by  CTG  53  in  accordance  with  re- 
quirements of  CTG  56,2.    Support  units  organized  as"  follows:  TG  53.5  REAR 
Admiral  Ainsworth  in  HONOLULU,    TU  53.5.1  Rear  Admiral  Weyler  in  NEW  MEXICO 
\^  IDAHO  PENNSYLVANIA.     TU  53,5.2  Rear  Admiral  Ainsworth  in  HONOLULU  SAN  FRANCISCO 

NEW  ORLEANS.    TU  53.5.3  Rear  Admiral  Joy  in  WICHITA  MINNEAPOLIS  ST  LOUIS.  TG 
53.7  Rear  Admiral  Sprague  in  SANGAMON.    TU  53.7,1  Rear  Admiral  Sprague  in 
SANGAMON  SUWANEE  CHANANGO.     TU  53.7.2  Rear  Admiral  Stump  in  C0RRE0ID0R  KALININ 
BAY.    Assigned  soreen  included  in  each  of  above  task  units.  Para,  TG  53.1 
dissolved  and  all  naval  forces  not  included  in  support  unitB  above  are  now 
under  command  CTG  53.2, 


o 
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JULY  (OCT)  DECLASSIFIED 

271127      CQMSTHFLEET  to  CTF  58  Info  CTF'S  51,52,53,57,  ALL  TGC'S  of  TF  58,  CTG  50.17 
CCMSERON  10,  CINCPAC,  SCOFA,  ALL  TFC'S  5TH  FLT,  JANCC  MAJURO. 


o 


Carry  out  following  measure     ASTXY  snapshot.    A.  Reorganize  TF  58  as  follows. 
TG  58.1  HORNET,  FRANKLIN,  ABBOT  CRUDIV  13  LESS  BIRMINGHAM  plus  DENVER. 
OAKLAND,  DesRon  46  less  CONNER  COWELL.    DesDiv  11,    TG  58.2  WASP  YORETOWN 
BOSTON  CANBERRA  SAN  JUAN  DeeRon  23  less  AULICK,  CLAXTON,  FOOTE.     DesDiv  4 

less  STACK*    TG  58.3  BUNKER  HILL  LEXINGTON  SAN  JACINTO  CruDiv  14  less  ASTORIA. 
RENO  DesRon  50  MCCALLA  CASE  ELLET.     TG  58.4  ESSEX  LANGLEY  PRINCETON  SAN  DIEGO 
FAST  Battleships  DesRon  52.    B.  Fuel  and  replenish  borabB  in  Task  Groups  as 
required  for  C  and  D  following.    PART  2.    C.  TG  58.2  proceed  ENIWETCK.    TG  58.1 
and  TG  58.3  strike  IWO  JIMA  and  CHICHI  JIMA  for  2  days.    TG  58.4  provide  air 
support  and  cover  MARIANAS  Operation.    D.    On  completion  IWO  JIMA  CHICHI  J MA 
strikes  TG  58.1  and  58.3  less  CruDiv  13,  14  DENVER  and  DesRon  60  proceed 
ENIWETOK.     Exempted  units  join  TG  58.4  in  MARIANAS.    E.    DDFO  MjGUWWKDUI  CTG  58.7 
composed  of  Fast  BB,  CruDiv  13,  14  DesRon  50  and  52.    Pom  TG  58.4  composed 
of  ESSEX,  LANGLEY,  PRINCETON,  SAN  DIEGO  and  6  DD  from  TF  51.    F.    After  4  days 
exercises  release  CruDiv  13,  14  and  DesRon  52  to  proceed  ENIWETOK.  Retain 
TG  58.4  and  TG  58.7  composed  of  fast  BB  and  DesRon  50  in  MARIANAS  until  situ- 
ation permits  their  release.    Part  3  Para.    Rendezvous  for  reorganization  TF 
58  Lat  15-00  North  long  144-00  'East"."  Fleet  oiler  group  and    TG  58.4  will  be 
in  that  position  at  0700K  (-10)  30  July  and  await  arrival  your  TG* s  in  that 
vicinity.    Fuel  TG  68.2  and  TG  58,4  on  arrival.    Fuel  TG  58.1  and  TG  58.3 
on  following  day.    Rebomb  TG  58.1  and  TG  58.3  in  SAIPAN  1  group  at  a  time  on 
succeeding  2  days.    Para.    About  600  tons  bombs  available  SAIPAN  on  and  after 
1  August.    Send  representative  report  ComSthFleet  to  disouss  bomb  loading  as 
soon  as  practicable* 

26  024O    CTF  57  to  CINCPOA  Info  CTF  59. 


Summary  of  Operations  21  to  25  July.     Bomb  tonnage  on  enemy  bases:     TRUK  151, 
WOTJE,  50,  PONAPE  25,  NAURU  21,  TAROA  12,  MILLE  6,  JALUIT  6.    Njght  harassment 
MARS HALLS  bases  continued.     Interception  at  TRUK  nil  on  22nd,  by  4  to  8  un- 
agressive  fighters  24th,  of  which  army  Liberators  got  1  probably  3  damaged. 
Our  casualties:  10  planes  damaged/    Army  7th  Bomber  Command  utility  C-54 
with  10  passengers  and  crew  lost  in  operational  crash  in  KWAJALEIN  Lagoon 
after  take  off  23rd.    Searches:    No  contacts. 
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01  0320     CTF  57  to  CINCFOA  Info  CTF  59. 

Summary  of  operations  26  to  31  July  inclusive: 


MIASMS) 


Bomb  tonnage  on  enemy  bases;  TRUK  217,  JALUIT  64,  TTOTJE  44,  MILLE  36, 
O  PON APE  19,  NAURU  (by  search  Venturas)  4,  TAROA  l£.    Night  harassment 

MARSHALL^  bases  continued.     Interception  at  TRUK  by  average  of  6  fighters 
on  each  of  3  daylight  strikes  of  which  Army  Liberators  got  total  3  sure 
2  probable  5  damaged. 

Our  casualties:  1  Liberator  and  crew  of  11  shot  down  by  TRUK  interceptors. 
1  Corsair  and  pilot  lost  WOTJE.    22  planes  damaged. 

Searches :  Lone  Navy  Liberator  hit  small  AK  with  1  ton  and  10-12  landing 
craft  with  1§  tons  TRUK  LAGOON.  2  days  later  2  Navy  Liberators  on  ship 
hunt  strafed  4  small  coasters  TRUK  then  dropped  .3^  tons  FONAPE. 

DE  WYMAN  in  special  ASW  Task  Group  got  probable  sub  kill  approximately  330 
miles  east  of  SAIPAN  evening  27th. 

New  subject.    My  260240.    C-54  under  casualties  should  read  C-47. 

04  2050    CCMINCH  &  CNO  to  CTNCPAC  Info  CINCLANT,  C0M7THFLT,  C0M8THFLT,  C0M12THFLT, 
CCMSOEASTPAC,  HARCORPB,  C  OF  S  ARMY,  3UFERS~  "  

(A)  Commands  entitled  1st  Carrier  Task  Force  Pacific  and  2nd  Carrier  Task 
Force  Pacific  are  hereby  established.    The  title  6ommander  Fast  Carrier 
Task  Forces  Pacific  is  discontinued,    (r)  These  commands  each  consist 
essentially  of  a  flag  officer  and  his  Btaff .    Their  establishment  does 
not  tie  carrier  task  forces  to  any  numbered  fleet  nor  imply  permanence  of 
composition.    Assignments  of  oarriers  and  other  combat  units  to  these  forces 
and  of  the  forces  to  fleets  shall  be  as  directed  by  CinCPac.    When  so  as- 
signed the  carrier  task  forces  shall  be  given  task  force  numbers  in  the 
tactical  organization  as  heretofore.     (C)  Initially  Vice  Adm  M  A  Mitscher 
will  command  1st  CarTaskForPac  and  Vice  Adm  J  S  McCain  2nd  CarTaskForPac. 
There  is  no  change  in  existing  type  command  which  remains  in  ComAirPac. 
(D)  BuPers  modify  orders  to  officers  accordingly.  (E)  Administrative  radio 
calls  for  ComlstCarTaskForPac  and  Com2ndCarTaskForPac  will  be  promulgated 
by  separate  despatch.    Mail  address  for  both  is  Fleet  Post  Office  San  Francisco, 

06  0230    CTF  57  to  CINCPOA  Info  CTF  59 

Summary  of  Operations  1  to  5  August  inclusive:    Bomb  tonnage  on  enemy  bases- 
TRUK  129,  TOTJE  35,  JALUIT  26,  PONAPE  24,  NAURU  18,  MILLE  12,  TAROA  4  3/4, 
WAKE  (by  search  plane)  2  1/4.    AA  moderate  to  meager.     Interception  by  6-8 
fighters  1  daylight  TRUK  strike  of  which  Army  Liberators  got  3  sure  and 
damaged  3.    Mo  interception  dusk  strike  TRUK.     Our  casualties:     11  planes 
damaged.    Searchers:     No  contacts.    Day  and  night  heckling  of  WAKE  and 
PONAPE  plus  night  recco  TRUK  being  conducted. 
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17  0217    C0M5TIIFLT  to  C  INC? OA  Info  CTF  57,  CTF  59 


Your  100123  received  0252  GCT  16  August.     CTF  59  assumes  responsibility 
17  August. 

13  0500    CTF  57  to  CINCPOA  Info  CTF  59 

Summary  of  operations  6  to  11  August  inclusive;    Bomb  tonnage  on  enemy 
bases:    MILLE  124,  TRUK  81,  NAURU  12,  PONAPE  33,  WO  JIMA  26,  JALUIT  18, 
TARDA  18,  WAKE  2j.    AA  mostly  meager  to  moderate  except  moderate  to 
intense  1  strike  each  at  IWO  JIMA  and  NAURU.     Interception  at  TRUK  by 
8-12  VF  on  each  of  2  daylight  strikes  of  which  Army  Liberators  got  1 
sure  2  damaged  and  Navy  Liberators  got  2  probables.     Interception  at  IWO 
JIMA  by  5-7  unaggressive  VF  1  daylight  strike.    Our  casualties:     1  Corsair 
and  pilot  lost  JALUIT.    12  planes  damaged.    1  PB4Y  of  VB-116  lost  engine 
on  take-off  EHIWETOK  9th  and  crashed  into  parked  carrier  pool  planes, 
several  killed,  about  50  planes  destroyed.    1  Corsair  and  pilot  lost 
operationally  R0I.    Searches:    Negative  contacts.    Navy  Liberators 
strafed  3  small  craft  WAKE  left  1  afire.    Day  and  night  recoo  and  harass- 
ment MARSHALLS,  WAKE,  PONAPE,  and  NAURU  plus  night  ship  recco  TRUK  con- 
tinued, bombs  included  in  totals  above. 

17  1110    CTF  57  to  CDICFOA  Info  CTF  59 

Summary  of  Operations  12-16  August  Inclusive;    Bomb  tonnage  of  enemy  bases: 
MILLE  202,  TRUK  58,  IWO  JIMA  55,  CHICHI  JIMA  41,  PONAPE  34,  NAURU  33,  PAGAN 
22,  W0TJE  14,  WAKE  9,  TAROA  8,  MAUG  %  ROTA  4,  JALUIT  3.    AA  mostly  meager 
to  moderate  except  occasionally  intense  at  NAURU.     Interception:    At  TRUK 
by  7-9  VF  of  which  Amy  Liberators  got  1  sure  3  damaged.    At  IWO  JIMA  by 
3-8  agressive  VF.    Our  casualties:     2  Army  Liberators  lost  result  of  IWO 
JIMA  interceptors,  4  men  rescued.    1  P-38  photo  plane  and  pilot  lost  JALUIT. 
9  planes  damaged.    Further  report  ENIWETOK  take-off  accident  my  130500  shows 
9  men  killed  109  carrier  pool  planes  plus  Navy  Liberator  destroyed.  Searches; 
Unidentified  sub  sighted  12th  95  miles  weBt  GUAM,  Hunter  Killer  negative. 
Unidentified  sub  sighted  16th  30  miles  east  KUSAIE,  Hunter  Killer  underway. 
Navy  Liberator  bombed  3  large  ships  by  radar  115  miles  TfNW  CHICHI  JIMA  unob- 
served results.    Night  Searcher  had  radar  contact  unidentified  plane  70 
miles  SW  WAKE.     Day  and  night  harassment  MARSHALLS,  WAKE,  PONAPE  and  NAURU 
plus  night  recco  TRUK  continued,  bombs  included  in  totals  above. 

20  0905    CTF  57  to  CINCPOA  Info  CGPOA,  COMOENFMFPAC 

12th-18th  mopping  up  continues,    GUM  own  casualties  12  kia  61  wia.  Japs 
killed  593  pow  14.     Total  for  campaign  14067  killed  119  pow.    SAIPAN  own 
casualties  5  wia  1  mia,    Japs  killed  187  pow  15.    Total  buried  thru  16th 
25144.     TIN IAN  own  casualties  5  kia  11  wia.    Japs  killed  201  pow  15.  Will 
report  periodically  with  more  complete  data. 
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AUGUST  (GCT)  DECUSSIFIi 

23  0125    CTF  57  to  CINCPAC.  C0M5THFLT  info  C0MGEN2NDMARDIV 

Am  commencing  systematic  neutralization  principally  by  air 
^  and  small  surface  vessels  of  military  installations  RAP- 

SCALLION (AGUIJAN  ISLAND,  MARIANAS).  There  are  considerable 
number  and  apparently  increasing.  This  with  view  to  capture 
if  found  possible  without  undue  losses. 

23  0227    GINCPOA  to  C0M3RDFLT,  C0M5THTLT  info  ALL  TFC'S  5THFLT, 
COMINCH  AND  GNO ,   COMGE'NPOA.   COMGENAAFPOA ,   CQMGENFMFPAC , 
COMA I RPAC .  COMFWDAHEA ,  G  OM SSRVPAO .  C OMDBSPA C . 

Com3rdFlt  will  assume  responsibility  for  forward  area  and 
all  forces  except  INDIANAPOLIS  then  under  control  of  Com- 
5thFlt  will  pass  to  operational  control  of  Cora3rdFlt  at 
2130  GGT  26  August. 

22  2350    CTF  57  to  OINGPOA  info  CTF  59 

Summary  of  operations  17  to  21  August  inclusive:  Bomb 
tonnage  on  enemy  bases:     TRUK  11S,  MILLE  100,  YAP  78,  IWO 
J IMA  45,  NAURU  37,  PAGAN  28,  WOTJE  16,  PONAPE  16,  WAKE  2\, 
TAROA  1/2.    AA  mostly  meager  except  intense  at  PAGAN  and 
NAURU.    Para,     Interception:     At  TRUK  by  6  to  9  VF  each  of 
2  strikes  of  which  B-24»s  destroyed  1  and  damaged  5.  4 
interceptors  at  IWO  JIMA  were  unaggressive.    Para,  our 
casualties;     1  B-25  lost  crew  rescued.    8  planes  damaged, 
F4U  crash  landed  ENIWETOK  19th  destroying  3  PB4Y  heavily 
damaging  1  and  slightly  damaging  5  others.    2  killed  2 
seriously  and  8  slightly  injured.    Recapitulation  ENIWETOK 
accident  my  171110  shows  84  carrier  pool  planes  destroyed, 
para.    Special  search  to  MARCUS  on  the  20th  observed  4 
twin  engine  bombers  and  1  possible  4  engine  seaplane.  2 
Navy  Liberators  strafed  and  set  afire  a  2000  ton  AK  and 
slowed  a  700  ton  cargo  ship  west  of  MARCUS  21st.  Special 
flight  B-24's  could  not  locate  these  vessels  22nd.  para. 
Mopping  up  of  scattered  jap  groups  by  ground  forces  19 
to  21  August  inclusive.    GUAM :     Enemy  killed  304  POW  20 
Totals  to  date  14,480  killed  POW  141.    Our  casualties  4 
KIA  30  WIA.    SA1PAN:    Enemy  killed  31  POW  8  total  to  date 
25111  killed.    Own  casualties  2  KIA.     TINIAN:    Enemy  killed 
24  own  casualties  1  KIA  3  WIA.    Para.    Commencing  reduction 
of  military  installation  AGUIJAN  ISLAND  by  air  and  surface 
vessels. 
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26  2156     JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  to  HIMITZ 


YJAR  87274    Confinement  of  Japanese  prisoners  of  war  and  civilians  in 
American  captured  territory  (T^ARX  66827,  18  July  1944)  is  the  reference. 
Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  have  approved  Secretary  of  State's  proposal  and 
the  action  taken  thereon  as  indicated  in  your  040231  of  4  August  to 
Cominch  and  040108  of  4  August  1944  to  ComFwdArea  CentPac.    Request  you 
send  to  Navy  Department  for  transmittal  to  Secretary  of  State,  informa- 
tion as  to  number  of  civilians  interned  on  SAIPAN  and  any  other  pertinent 
data  which  may  be  of  aid  to  the  Department  of  State  in  this  matter.  Para. 
New  Subject:    Reference  your  inquiry  about  Koreans.    Whether  Koreans  are 
held  as  prisoners  of  war  or  as  civilian  internees,  they  must  be  treated 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Geneva  Convention  on  Prisoners 
of  War.    If  it  is  desired  to  use  labor  of  Koreans  for  purposes  prohibited 
by  Geneva  Conference,  it  will  be  necessary  to  release  them  from  custody 
altogether.     In  that  event  they  can  volunteer  for  any  type  of  labor,  but 
they  must  be  warned  when  they  volunteer  that  they  may  become  subject  to 
punishment  by  Japanese  in  the  event  of  their  recapture.     If  this  course 
is  followed,  recommend  that  it  be  ascertained  in  advance  of  release 
whether  individuals  in  question  will  volunteer  for  unrestricted  labor. 


29  0911    GHQSWPA  to  COMSOPAC  info  CINCPAC,  C0MGENS0PAC  ,  COMSERVRONS0PACF0R. 


C  16806    Reference  your  210110  GCT.    Present  plans  provide  for  the 
reduction  of  US  forces  at  ELIIRAU  and  other  stations  on  SOLOMONS  axis 
as  follows: 

A.  The  93rd  division  ana  the  37th  division  accompanied  by  supporting 
combat  and  service  troops  to  be  out  by  the  middle  of  October  and 
December  respectively. 

B.  The  Marine  Air  Wing  out  by  the  middle  of  January. 

C.  American  Division  by  the  middle  of  February,  marking  the  prac- 
ticable evacuation  of  American  ground  forces. 

D.  Concurrently  with  the  foregoing  movelj  US  naval  units  will  be 
reduced  proportionately. 

The  Australian  ground  forces  which  will  be  moved  in  to  replace  the  US 
elements  will  be  given  logistic  support  from  Australia.     In  view  of  the 
progressive  reduction  in  strength  of  forces  along  the  SOLOMONS-Ef'IRAU 
axis  and  the  provision  of  logistic  responsibility  for  Australian  forces 
by  the  SWPA^is  requested  that  consideration  be    iven  to  continuation  of 
S0PAC  support  pending  readjustment  of  these  forces. 
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27  2310      iOMFV/DARDAJDCTPAC  to  CINCPQA  info 
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Summary  of  operations  22  to  26  August  inclusive. 
Bomb  tonnage  on  enemy  bases:     TvlLLE  144,  IWO  JTMA  95, 
TAP  79,  NAURU  68,  TRUE  65,  PONAPE  35,  PAGAE  35,  DOTJS 
AGUIJAN  22,  ROTA  11,  TAR OA  S,    tfAKE  3-1/2,  ULITHI  1-| , 
WOLEAI  2.    AA  Mostly  meaner  except  moderate  to  intense  at 
TRUE,  PAG  AT" ,  r,:0  ,7I"A.     Interception:     at  TRUK  by  7  to  9 
VF,  1  damaged;  at  IV.'O  JIHA  by  7  to  12  on  each  of  2  day- 
li.-ht  strikes.     Army  B24s  destroyed  5  sure  1  probable 
damaged  3.    Our  casualties:     1  F47  and  pilot  lost  over 
PAGAN,  1  PE4Y  shot  down  on  shipping  strike  no  survivors, 
1  147  and  1  F4U  water  landea  pilots  rescued,  3  F47s  lost 
when  1  caught  fire  and  bomb  exploded  while  warming  up 
last  Field  SAIPAN  23rd  no  personnel  casualties.  Total 
planes  damaged  by  all  causes  26.     2  Navy  Liberators  on 
special  shipping,  strike  23  sank  1  large  1  small  AK  left 
small  AK  burning.     Sighted  2  DD,  2  large  AK  120  miles 
ffSW  CHICHI  JIKA.     Iwo  JI5IA  strike  25th  sighted  20  to  30 
planes  on  ground,     Saw  2  DD  or  JL  2  miles  3D  IWO  JlMA. 

mopping  up  MARIANAS  22nd  thru  25th 


Results  continues 

August.     SAIPAK  6  KIA  8  WIA  2  MIA.     73  Japs  killed  25184 
to  date.    23  PQW  443  to  date.    .-UAL*  8  hi  A  43  8IA.  369 
Japs  killed  14925  to  date.     29  POW  170  to  date.    TIKI AN 
3  KIA  3  ..IA.     89  Japs  killed  Nil  PQW.  Neutralization 
AGUIJAN  progressing. 
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04  0738    CTG  12.5  to  CINCPAC,   CTF  57  Info  COMINCH 

Training  completed.     Damage'  to  enemy  reported  by  air  strikeB.    Out  of  com- 
mission 2  8  inch  guns  TCKI  POINT  1  8  inch  PEACOCK  POINT  2  f  inch  dual  pur- 
pose HEEL  POINT  4  water  tanks  and  1  distilling  plant.    Probably  damaged. 
1  5  inch  AA  PEACOCK  POINT  2  5  inch  dual  purpose  center  portion  eastern  side 
WAKE  ISLAND  3  small  vessels  in  lagoon.    Heavily  strafed  all  AA  positions. 
No  enemy  aircraft.    Encountered  medium  and  heavy  AA  meager  increasing  to 
intense  varied  from  inaccurate  to  accurate  barrage  type.    Slight  AA  damage 
to  2  planes,  no  operational  or  combat  losses.    Surface  8  inch  bombardment 
excellently  controlled  and  considered  effective.     To  be  verified  by  photos. 
1  PEALE  ISLAND  8  inch  accurate  and  dropped  3  rounds  very  close  by  countered 
by  rockets  and  ships  fire.    No  other  score  firing.    No  damage  to  ships. 
Both  air  and  surface  methodically  accomplished  plan.    ETA  ENIWETOK  2100  GCT 
5  September. 

03  1229    CTG  38.4  to  Com3rdFlt,  CTF  38  Info  CINCPAC,  CTF  57,  CTF  59,  CCfrllUCH 

Action  report.    A.  31  August  #  thru  2  September.     B.     362  IWO  and  271 
CHICHI  plus  16  search.     C.  109.    D.  51.    E.  196  plus  490  rockets.    F.  1  YF. 
1  VT  IWO,  2  VB  1  VT  CHICHI  Flak.    G.  1  VT  2  VF  1  VB.    H.  1  pilot  VB  1  crew- 
man VB  2  crewmen  VT.    J.  1  LSM  and  3  small  AK  IWO  area  1  small  AK  50  miles 
north  IWO  reported  afire  and  exploding  from  strafing  prior  attack  by  Lib- 
erator search  plane,  1  small  AK  140  miles  northwest  C7TCCHI  OTMY  RK  FTTJ  5" 
QF  JD  TP*  (*probably  "hundred")  tons  90  miles  southwest  HAHA  set  afire  and 
ultimately  sunk  by  DD.  2  POWs  captured  will  be  delivered  SAIPAN.    1  small 
tanker  and  6  oil  barges  CHICHI.    K-i-fl8'  HAHA  1  00  CAIPAN-» — 1  umiilr  tanker 
ana  G  oil  baj  gun  OHIQIII.    K.  1  SC  HAHA  1  SC  50  miles  north  IWO  1  SC  60  miles 
southwest  CHICHI.    L.  2  SC  IWO  EHRLM  SC  60  miles  southwest  CHICHI  1  sampan 
7  miles  east  CHICHI.    M.  1  unidentified  2  seater  1  Dinah,  8  Zekes  IWO,  1 
Emily  force  Lat.    P.  2  Betty's  25  Zekes  2  HampB  2  single  engine  2  twin 
engine  IY,r0  2  seaplanes  CHICHI.    Q.  6  Bettys  12  Zekes,  1  twin  engine  IWO 
F  RONSR  V  1  Zeke  8  single  engine  1  twin  engine  IWO,  2  seaplaneB  CHICHI. 
W,  Several  flak  positions  IWO  1  large  warehouse  KITAMHRA  on  HAHA,  seaplane 
hangar  assembly  and  report  building  CHICHI  photo,  large  warehouse  UNI  photo. 
V.  Damaging  hits  area  BOAG  WHDS ,  ammo  and  fuel  dump,  radio  and  weather 
station,  airfield,  numerous  flak  positions  IWO  Photuocjj  3  radio  stations, 
naval  warehouses  and  associated  small  buildingB  CHICH  photos.  Warehouse 
area  KITAMHRA  on  HAHA.    End.     Comments:     Fighter  sweep  31st  August  destroyed 
all  airborne  enemy  planes,    lione  encountered  airborne  subsequently.  Intense 
accurate  flak  of  all  types  diminishing  somewhat  toward  end.    Number  3  air- 
field pot  soty  operational  with  large  number  of  well  camouflaged  planes 
dispersed  in  vicinity.    Special  fighter  sweep  started  numerous  fires  in 
this  dispersal  area  from  strafing  and  incendiary  clusters.  Bombardment 
carried  out  as  scheduled  all  land  targets  and  shipping  well  covered.  Shares 
in  Jocko  JRIC  development  corporation  selling  at  new  high  after  brisk  turn- 
over in  airfield  and  industrial  sites. 
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CTF  58  to  CCM3RDFLT  Info  CITICPAC 

070336  Fighter  Sweeps,  6  September  against  PALAU  found  no  airborne 

aircraft  or  shipping  and  meager  AA.    Few  operational  aircraft 
seen  on  ground.     These  destroyed  by  burning.  8  sampans  3  motor 
launches  6  barges  burned  by  straffing.    Ammo  or  fuel  dump  burned 
on  BABELTHAUP.     Early  strikes  on  7  September  found  AA  still  meager 
and  inaccurate.     Bombing  AA  positions,  bivouac  and  supply  areas. 
Photographs  show  following  changes  in  defenses  at  PELELIU.  4  Auto- 
matic AA  Target  Area  125  M  EMPTS.     1  automatic  AA  Target  Area  125  L 
instead  of  2 .  5  automatic  AA  Target  Area  125  I  not  present.  All 
observations  seem  to  indicate  material  reduction  personnel  since 
our  last  visit.  Army  bombing  very  effective.    Weather  0001  GCT  7th 
position  05-57  North  134-14  East  43831153 


071245        CTG  38.4  to  CQM3RDFLT,  CTF  38  Info  CINCPAC,   C0M7THFLT,  CTF  31 

A  6  and  7  September.  B.  252.  C.  36.  D.  E.  60  Plus  144 
Rockets.  F.  Flak  1  VF  unknown  probably  flak  2  VF  possibly 
flak  but  believed  midair  collision.  G.  1  VB  3H.  3  pilots  VF. 
I.  1  crewman  VB.  U.  Storage  Dump  YAP  136G,  small- building 
TJLITHI  161M.  V.  YAP  radio  cable  station  I56T  buildings 
136H,  1  857,  1  38K,  AA  positions  155IIRS,  1'  36  JK,  1  390Q, 
187VV/,  174GH,  202  JQ,  203FK,  148  A  CD,  172N0.  2nd.  Comments 
YAP  and  GAXIL  T0RIL  airfields  not  operational.  Former 
cratered  previous  bombing  with  no  attempt  to  repair.  No 
airborn  aircraft  encountered .  Few  planes  on  ground  all 
previously  damaged.  Town  area  in  trambles  from  previous 
bombings.  Results  bombing  and  shelling  T ALANG  ISLAND 
indicate  no  explosives  stored  there.     AA  meager  to  nil. 
In  view  absence  suitable  targets  at  YAP  will  deviate  from 
schedule  and  strike  PALAU  D  minus  5  unless  otherwise 
instructed.  Air  reconnaissance  NGULU  revealed  no  installat- 
ions.    Only  native  villages  observed  A3  OR  and  FALALOP 
ISLANDS  IJLITHI.     Complete  report  NGULTJ  and  UI.ITIII  withheld 
pending  photo  analysis.     2000  I  Position  0809  North  138-51 
East.    WX  54880963. 

08  1135       CTG  3C.4  to  JO:  .3:-:Dr  LT,   CTF  38  Info  ClIvJPAC ,   C0K7TIIFLT.  CTF 
31. 

DAILY  OPERATIONAL  SuWARY.     A8.     B  152  YAP.   C  20.  D  20.  S 
51.  F  1VF  Flak  Pilot  in  raft.    VAA  positions  155R3,  136UW, 
1350PU,  148CD,  174C,  187  .V,  202,T,  building  138K,  147DE  G  End. 
Comments.    AA  meager  and  intermittent.     Only  2  strikes  run 
H'JE  KAKPC  of  suitable  targets.     Some  isolated  huts  especially 
those  adjacent  for  trenches  on  beach  may  possibly  flie  camou- 
flaged Jap  installations.    Photos  confirm  absence  enemy 
positions  NGULU  and  ULITHI.    Padding  through  06-28  North 
137-58  East  at  24001  enroute  fueling  rendezvous  area  ELUDE 
07001  tomorrow.  2  22  7 
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SEPTEMBER  (GCT) 

02  2350    COMFVTOAREACENPAC  to  CINCPOA  Info  CTF  59 

SumnBry  of  operations  27  thru  31  August  inclusive!     Bomb  tonnage  on 
enemy  bases:    MILLE  323,  TRUK  53,  IWO  JB/IA  49,  PAGAN  48,  NAURU  43, 
PONAPE  15,  YAP  14,  JALUIT  12,  TAROA  9-|,  WOTJE  9,  WOLEAI  7,  WAKE  J, 
AA  meager  except  moderate  to  intense  at  IWO  JIMA.     Interception:  At 
TRUK  by  6  to  8  VF.     1  ZEKE  destroyed  on  ground  TRUK.    5  A/U  destroyed 
or  damaged  on  ground  IWOJIMA-    YAP  reconnaissance  sighted  26  A/c  on 
ground  27th.     12  S/E  3  T/E  on  ground  29th.    Our  casualties:     1  P47  and 
pilot  lost  landing  with  hung  up  bomb.     1  F4U  crashed  on  take  off  pilot 
uninjured.    9  planes  damaged  all  causes.     Searches:    Unidentified  sub 
sighted  28th  570  miles  WNW  ENIWETOK  negative  results.    DD  attacked 
sound  contact  possible  sub  11  miles  ESE  MILLE  30th  negative  results 
hunter  killer  for  48  negative.    Mopping  up  continues.    SAIPAN  26  thru 
31  own  casualties  1  KIA  8  T/IA.     179  Japs  killed  total  25387  to  date. 
28  PCW  total  477  to  date.    TIN IAN  26  thru  30  own  casualties  2  KIA  2  WTA. 
108  Japs  killed  4  POW.    GUAM  26  thru  29  own  casualties  2  KIA  14  WIA. 
172  Japs  killed  total  15195  to  date.    2  P0V7  total  172  to  date. 

08  0209        CTF  38  to  C0M3RDFLT  Info  CINCPAC,  CTF  31 

On  7  September  CruDiv  14  and  DesUiv  100  bombardment  thoroughly  covered 
targets  starting  many  fires  particularly  on  ANGAUR.    Planes  meeting  meagre 
to  nil  AA  scored  many  hits  supply  areas.    And  1  possibly  4  direct  hits 
PELELIU  radio  station  target  area  129B.    Large  fires  started  KOROR  and 
fuel  dump  and  radio  station  ARAKABESAD  destroyed.    Many  buildings  des- 
troyed and  damaged  on  northern  islands.    Photographs  show  now  beach  de- 
fenses west  coast  PEIaELIU  from  target  area  124C  to  122S  and  great  streng- 
thening beach  defenses  on  each  shore  from  target  area  123C  through  123X 
to  122Y. 

08  0410        CTF  57  to  CINCPOA  Info  CTF  59 

Summary  of  Operations  1  September  to  5  September  inclusive:     Bomb  tonnage 
on  enemy  bases:     IWO  JIMA  130,  TRUK  65,  MILLE  49,  WOTJE  42,  NAURU  18, 
TAROA  13,  YAP  12,  PONAPE  11,  MARCUS  6|r,  PAGAN  2  plus  100  rockets.  AA 
mostly  meager  except  moderate  at  YAP  and  moderate  to  intense  TOO  J MA  and 
MARCUS.     Interception:     At  TRUK  by.  1  VF  on  1  Sept.    2  t/e  a/c  airborne 
same  date.    At  IWO  JIMA  on  3rd  1  VF  airborne  did  not  intercept.    4  T/E 
and  3  S/E  observed  on  ground.    Night  snooper  to  IWO  JIMA  on  5th  had  2  A/c 
on  radar  no  interception.    4  t/e  a/c  observed  YAP  on  4th  possible  opera- 
tional.   Our  casualties:     1  B-24  water  landed  south  17/0  JIMA  on  3rd.  10 
survivors  picked  up  by  blue  task  force  1  man  missing.     1  F4U  crashed  on 
take  off  east  field  SAIPAN  pilot  seriously  injured.    7  planes  minor 
damage  all  causes.    Searches:    ATC  plane  sighted  surfaced  sub  another 
surfacing  35  miles  ESE  ISLEY  FIELD  on  1st.    PC  made  4  mousetrap  attacks 
negative  results  hunter  killer  negative.     Search  plane  attacked  convoy 
2  small  AK  3  powered  sai.^ans  60  miles  north  IWO  JIMA  on  1st.    Sank  1  AK 
strafed  others.    Navy  Liberator  shot  down  TESS  45  miles  north  TWO  JIMA 
on  5th.     Results  continued  mopping  up  MARIANAS  1  Sept  to  5  Sept  inclusive: 
SAIPAN  3  KIA  3  WIA.    89  Japs  killed  total  25476  to  date.    16  POWs  total 
493  to  date.    GUAM  3  KIA  16  V/IA.     204  Japs  killed  total  15525  to  date. 
12  POW  total  189  to  date.    TIN  IAN  62  Japs  killed  10  P07/s. 
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10  1221     e|Q  33.4  to  C0M3RDFLT,  OTP  38  Info  CINCPAC,  C0M7THFLT,  CTF  31,  32 

Daily  operational  summary.    A  10.     B  PALAU  222  plus  32  target  CAP  8  sub 
cover  8  photo.     C  32.     D  16.    E  80  plus  48  IBC  8  Napalm  88  rockets.  P 
2  VF  1  VB  1  VT  flak.    H  Pilot  2  VF  1  VB  1  VT  crew  1  VB  2  VT  LDD  536-773 
FA  537-735.     Both  previously  damaged  believed  resting  on  bottom.  H 
Numerous  fires  MALAKAL  and  !r0R0R  TOWN  accurate  damage  assessment  impossi- 
bility   AA  positions  ANGAUR  target  areas  111Y10  SKV  CF10  9T  ?TDF  05S 
PBLELIU  129  G  0  128  R  VANCOJHTC  T  JF I A  EYK  TMFNOS  T JLG  FEU  25  I  1220"  136  BC 
NGESEBUS  161  IJNAUV  160  Y  BA3ELTHUAP  TX  GG3-B45,  666-835.    Radio  station 
PBLELIU  156  L.  End.    Comments  downed  pilot  in  liferaft  YAP  reported  3th 
rescued  by  DD  following  morning.    Position  05301  (-9)  tomorrow  08-50 
north  134-00  east.    7TX  48720964. 

11  1332    CTG  38.4  to  CCI15RDFLT,  CTF  38  Info  CINCPAC,  C0M7TIIFLT,  CTF  31,  52 

Daily  operational  summary.    A  11.    B  249.    C  32.    D  16.    E  74  plus 
16  night  rockets  36  IBC.    G  1  VT.     J  1  SC  at  TW  510-065.    L  1  SC  at 
TX  559-799.     U  buildings  PBLELIU  136  E  ANGAUR  105  EJ.    V  BABALTHAUP 
Radio  Station  TX  657-828  Pier  562-805  buildings  TW  700-130  fires 
started  TX  655-825  Bauxite  Plant  AVXOO  NLEDGS  NGARDMAU  strafed, 
CAXSAUVBNSPRSISET  TX  547-799,  PBLELIU  AA  positions  target  areas  122 
0  125  I  NAT  R  128  ENR  129  GI  134  JO,  ANGAUR  A  ALOEER  A  and  buildings 
target  area  104  E.     End.    Comments  05001  (-9)  rendezvous  position 
12th  08-15  north  133-42  east.    Weather  38620855. 

12  1245    CTG  58.4  to  C0M3RDFLT,  CTF  38  Info  CINCPAC,  C0M7THFLT,  CTF  31,  32 

Daily  operational  summary.    A  12.    B  270.     C  16.    D  16.     E  77  plus 
164  rockets.    G  1VF.     I  pilot  1VF..   U  PELELIEU  buildings  133  LMRS 
photos,  ANGAUR  buildings  105  EJ.    U  PELELIEU  gun  positions  122  OTY 
124  MNS  126  R  FNEKBOO  8  \\,  beach  defenses  strafed  EBQ  barbed  target 
area  120  to  133.    0530/l  (-9)  rendezvous  position  13  at  07-39  north 
133-31  east.    Ytt  4776  RFC I  97  FPOROX 

14  0800    CCM3RDFLT  to  CINCPOA  Info  CHINCH,  CINCSOWESPAC ,   C0M7TIIFLT,  ALL  TFC'S 
3RDFLT 


Results  VISAYAS  strikes  12  to  14  September  inclusive.    First  day  damage: 
Enemy  planes  destroyed  on  ground  123  airborne  75.    Sunk  2  large  AK ,  1 
medium  transport,  2  DE  and  22  small  ships.     Damaged  some  possibly  sunk 
5  AK  1  medium  AO,  30  small  ships  2  liTB  and  many  sampans.    First  night  a 
few  timid  Bogies,  no  attack  on  surface  forces.     Enemy  apparently  rein- 
forced VISAYAS  during  night.    Second  day:     Planes  destroyed  on  ground  139 
shot  down  81.     13  small  ships  sunk  6  damaged.     Para.     Total  damage  eiuemy 
installations  2  days:    At  CEBU  destroyed  many  buildings,  3  amrmnition 
storages  burned,  about  8  oil  tanks  many  buildings  destroyed  at  Shell  and 
Texas  plants"    At  Kactan  burned  3  large  oil  tanks  destroyed  7  barracks. 
Barracks  and  buildings  at  TACLOBAN  and  fuel  storage  at  several  airfields 
destroyed.    Para.     Preliminary  estimate  own  losses  relatively  very  light. 
Believe  pilot  estimates  of  planes  destroyed  on  ground  excessive  but  photo 
estimate  total  150  to  175.    Exploited  enemy  weakness  by  pressing  close 
to  coast  with  SAI'AR  in  sight  and  extending  air  operations  to  PANAY  and 


SEPTEMBER  (OCT) 
14  OBOO  (cont'd) 

fighter  sweep  to  LEGASFI.    ^nemy  air  at  objectives  rose  to  fight  but 
nil  attempt  to  hit  surface  forces.    Second  night  completely  quiet. 
Enemy's  non-aggressive  attitude  unbelievable  and  fantastic.  Preliminary 
report  third  day:     No  air  borne  opposition  and  only  meager  AA  encountered. 
Approximately  10  to  15  planes  destroyed  on  ground.    Few  serviceable 
planes  in  this  area  left  to  Japs.    Most  of  the  bulk  oil  supplies  des- 
troyed.   Tnis  area  is  wide  open.    All  airfields  IL0  ILO  and  east  thereof 
well  hit.    No  shipping  left  to  sink.    Rescued  pilot  off  SAN  FRANCISCO 
ISLAND  near  northern  CEBU  reports  well  taken  care  of  by  guerrillas  who 
are  well  organized  and  centered  in  hills  in  both  LEYTE  and  CEBU.    Am  now 
en route  area  COAL  in  company  Task  Group  38.2  and  38.3  in  accordance 
original  schedule  Annex  E  my  OpPlan.     Task  Group  38.1  struck  MINDANAO 
.  14th,  will  launch  fighter  sweep  on  MEN ADO  area  on  15th  then  support 
MOROTAI  as  necessary  16th. 

11  0020    CTF  57  to  CINCPOA  Info  CTF  59 

Summary  of  operations  6  September  to  10  September,  inclusive:  Bomb 
tonnage  on  enemy  bases:     IWO  J IMA  95,  MILLE  70,  TRUK  69,  W0TJE  42, 
NAURU  24,  P0NAPE  23,  JALTJIT  17,  MARCUS  5,  PAGAN  139  rockets.    AA  mostly 
meager  to  Moderate  except  Moderate  to  intense  at  IWO  JIMA  and  intense 
on  1  strike  to  JALUIT.     Interception:    At  IWO  JIMA  by  4  VF  on  8  Sept 
1  probably  destroyed.    By  7  to  10  VF  on  10  Sept  5  to  6  destroyed  1 
probable  1  damaged.    At  TRUK  by  4  to  6  VF  on  7  September.     Our  casualties: 
1  F4U  shot  down  over  JALUIT.    1  F4U  crash  landed  MAJUR0.    1  B-24  crash 
landed  ISLEY  2  crew  killed  5  wounded  by  interceptors.    2  P34Y  destroyed 
TINIAN  take  off  accidents.     19  planes  damaged  all  causes.    PB2Y  destroyed 
seaplane  anchorage  early  morning  10th  by  2  Japs  both  killed  no  casual- 
ties plane  guard.    Searches:    A  convoy  escort  DD  made  fair  sound  contact 
with  possible  sub  120  miles  east  of  GUAM  1  attack  negative  results  search 
plane  negative.    Navy  Liberator  search  planes  sighted  2  DD  3  AK  125^WNW 
CHICHI  JIMA,  strafed  burned  1  small  AK  75  miles  west  CHICHI  JIMA  and 
sighted  a  12000  ton  hospital  ship  950  miles  NW  SAIPAN  on  course  180  7 
Sept.    oighted  1  DD  2  small  AK  170  miles  west  CHICHI  JIMA  and  1  CL  200 
miles  WNW  CHICHI  JIMA.    Attacks  by  B-24's  so  far  negative  results  but 
continuing.     1  ta~ker  strafed  left  burning  and  sinking  40  miles  NW  IWO 
JIMA  on  10  Sept.    Results  continued  nopping  up  MARIANAS :     SAIPAN  6  thru 
9  Sept  83  Japs  killed  total  to  date  25559  8  POWs  total  to  date  501. 
TINIAN  6  thru  8  September  1  KIA  4  WIA  65  Japs  killed.    GUM  6  thru  9 
Sept  1  KIA  total  to  date  1341  4  WIA  total  to  date  5993  126  J«3  killed 
total  to  date  15651  5  POWs  total  to  date  194.     On  GUM  9th  30  bodies 
Chamorros  found  in  cave.    Probable  Jap  atrocity.    Persistent  and  varied 
efforts  have  failed  to  find  way  to  land  troops  on  AGUUAN  (RAPSCALLION) 
without  almost  certainty  of  heavy  losses.    Will  continue  to  watch  and 
neutralize.    Parachute  idea  being  studied. 
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13  1248     CTG  38.4  to  C0M5RDFLT,  CTF  38  Info  CINCPAC,  CTF  31,  CTF  32 

Daily  Operational  Summary.    A  13  September.    B  GVD66.    C  16.     D  16. 
E  90  plus  164  rockets  plus  14  Napalm.    F  1  V  T.    G  1  V  T,  night  deck 
crash  12  September  destroyed  1  Bat  2  V  B  2  V  GAWE.     BGW  pilot  1  V  T 
crew  2  V  T.     U  NGENHBUS  coastal  gun  position  162      F.  RJRtor  ANGA1JR 
light  house  109  D  rocked  and  blasted  with  24  rockets  12  half  tonners 
12  quarter  tonners  but  still  standing  at  end.    PELELIU  extensive  deso- 
lation renders  specific  damage  assessment  impossible.    6  Napalm  hits 
enemy  positions  behind  beachs  L  24  C  HQLJERAYNXNDYOYEWEO  2  D  caused 
heavy  smoke  and  flames.    Heavily  bombed  reported  pil  boxes  141  K  R  S  II 
V  ATP  enemy  positions  134  I  L  M.    Strafed  rocketed  bombed  enemy  positions 
135  A  C  D  destroying  building  from  Napalm  hit,  buildings  and  gun  posi- 
tions QUY  36  FG  MIB    M.    0530  I  (-9)  YANWEXPCUS  position  08-00  north 

133-  42  east.    WX  43811044. 

141415      CTG  38.4  to  C0M3RDFLT,  OTF  38  Info  CINCPAC,  C0M7THFLT,  CTF  31,  CTF  32 

Daily  Operational  Summary.    A  14  September.     B  262.    C  16.    D  16.  E 
87  plus  272  rockets  plus  12  Napalm.    U  fired  ammunition  dums  ANGAUR 
115  C  PELELIU  157  CH  CUMDA  4  direct  rocket  hits  on  ANGAUR  pillbox  102 
R,     V  thoroughly  bombed  strafed  Red,  Blue,  and  Green  beach  areas  ANGAUR 
with  destructive  fires  from  6  Napalm  hits  behind  green  beaches.  Enemy 
positions  ANGAUR  target  area  119  heavily  bombed.     PELELIU    Orange  and 
VnTiite  beach  areas  124  to  133  well  covered  with  bombs  including  6  Napalms, 
rockets  started  good  fires  bivouac  area  157  C.     BABEL THUAP  strafed  piers 
buildings  Bauxite  plant,  rocket  fired  radio  station  and  building  vicinity 
airstrip.    End.    Comments .    AA  fire  from  ANGAUR  and  PELELIU  nil.  Pos- 
sible camouflaged  bivouac  area  and  activity  noted  PELELIU  149  TY.  0530 
I  (-9)  rendezvous  position  at  08-00  north  133-30  east.    WX  53801143. 

15  1349    CTG  38.4  to  C0M3RDFLT,  CTF  38  Info  CINCPAC,  C0M7THFLT,  CTF  31,  CTF  32 

Daily  Operational  Summary.    A  15  September.     B  220^.    C  16.     D  12.  E 
65  plus  307  rockets  plus  18  Napalms.    F  1  VT.    H  Pilot  1  VT  crewmen  2 
VT.    U  W  Flames  smoke  and  disintegration  Japs  made  damage  assessments 
impossible.     Supported  landings  by  strafing  rocketing  and  bombing  enemy 
concentrations  and  positions  in  areas  behind  PELELIU  landing  beaches. 
Gun  positions  and  installations  northern  tip  PFLEUU  AND  NGESE3US  well 
worked  over.     Highly  recommend  Napalm  belly  tanks  for  Japs  with  no 
stomach  for  fighting.    0500  I  (-9)  rendezvous  position  07-50  north, 

134-  00  east.    WX  54311151. 


septmber  t  qct)  DECLASSIFIED 

16  0100    CaiFVfl)ARKACKFPAC  to  CINCPOA  Info  CTF  59. 

Sufflnary  of  operations  11  September  thru  15  September  inclusive:  Bomb 
tonnage  of  enemy  bases:     TRUK  145,  H/0  JBIA  89,  MILLE  75,  WOTJE  20,  TAROA 
18,  NAURU  15,  PONAPE  12,  MARCUS  9&  JALUIT  6&.     PAGAN  167  rockets.  AA 
mostly  meager  except  meager  to  intense  at  7RUK,  1770  JBIA,  BARCUS  JALUIT. 
Interception:    At  TR11K  by  5  to  6  VP  1  destroyed  1  damaged  on  11th.  Un- 
aggressive by  4  S/E  and  1  T/E  1  damaged  on  15th.     At  IT/0  JBIA  by  4  VF  1 
destroyed  on  11th.    Our  casualties:     1  Army  Liberator  failed  to  return 
from  1,'ARCUS  recco  on  11th  special  searches  on  12th  and  13th  negative.  1 
SBD  crashed  on  take  off  ENGEBI  no  injuries  personnel.     11  planes  damaged 
all  causes.     Searches:     Navy  Liberators  on  search  sighted  2  DD  2  medium 
AK  130  miles  NW  CHICHI  on  11th.    Attacked  strafed  2  landing  craft  carry- 
ing 40  men  each  30  miles  NW  IWO  JBIA  on  13th.    Sighted  unidentified  t/e 
a/c  60  miles  SE  CHICHI  JBIA  on  13th.     Sighted  2  DD  1  large  AK  1  small  AT. 
90  miles  NW  CHICHI  JBIA  strafed  2  large  landing  craft  probably  firing  1 
and  shot  down  escorting  ZEKE  55  miles  ifljf  IWO  JBIA  on  15th.    Special  B-24 
shipping  strikes  on  11th  and  15th  negative.    Landcat  attacked  unidentified 
sub  90  miles  WSW  EN I WET OK  resulting  in  2  small  oil  slicks  on  12th  hunter 
killer  for  72  hours  negative.    NA^S  plane  sighted  feather  wake  160  miles 
ESE  SAIPAN  on  12th  hunter  killer  for  24  negative.    PBM  sighted  periscope 
20  miles  NW  SAIPAN  on  14th  hunter  killer  negative.    All  sub  contacts 
doubtful.    Progress  mopping  up:     GUAM  10th  thru  14th  September  own  casu- 
alties 4  V/IA.     179  Japs  killed  15,827  total  to  date  36  POW  230  total  to 
date.    7 IN IAN  9  thru  13  own  casualties  5  KIA.6  WIA  47  Japs  killed  9  POW. 
SAIPAN  10  thru  14  own  casualties  1  KIA  11  WIA  2  fTIA.     138  Japs  killed 
25,697  total  to  date  19  POW  520  to  date. 

20  1833Z  MARSHALL  to  STILLWELL,  RICHARDSON,  II AC ARTHUR:  COMGENPOA  passed  to 
CINCPOA,  CO!  :GENAADFOA 


VIARX  33562-20th.    A  new  campaign  entitled  "Air  Offensive,  JAPAN"  is 
established  and  will  be  published  in  War  Department  General  Orders. 
Combat  zone  will  be  "  The  Islands  of  HOKKAIDO,  HONSHU,  SHIKOKU,  and 
KYUSHU,  the  enemy  owned  portion  of  KARUFUTO,  and  the  KITRILE,  30NIN,  and 
RYUKI  ISLANDS,  including  the  immediately  adjacent  waters".  (Book 
message  from  MARSHALL  to  S7ILWELL,  RICHARDSON  and  MACAHTHUR)  opening 
date  will  be  17  April  1942  with  final  date  to  be  announced  ]fater. 

24  0124    CQ.I3RDFLT  to  COKINCH,  CINCPAC,  COMSDUPAC,  C'T7THFLT,  CINCSOV.TtiSPAC  Info 
ALL  TF'C'S  3RDFLT. 


Sutnraary  21  and  22  September  strikes  on  LUZON  169  enemy  planes  shot  down 
188  planes  destroyed  on  ground  45  probably  damaged  on  ground  3  planes 
damaged  by  ships  gunfire.     40  classified  ships  and  6  small  craft  sunk. 
11  classified  ships  (including  1  submarine)  probably  sunk.     35  classified 
ships  (including  1  submarine)  11  small  craft  and  2  floating  drydooks 
damaged  (l  465  foot  naval  auxiliary  in  dry  dock).     Ground  targets  des- 
troyed include  buildings  supplies  box  cars  aircraft  parts  fuel  dumps 
in  airfield  areas.     Ground  targets  damaged  include  fuel  tanks  warehouses 
ship  repair  ships  on  waterfront  and  many  hangars  buildings  shops  fuel 
dumps  and  railroad  yards  in  Clark  Field  and  Nichols  Field  areas.  Own 

losses  11  planes  in  combat  8  operational.     10  pilots  5  crewmen  in  combat 
2  pilots  operational.    No  loss  or  damage  to  surface  force.     The  submarines 
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24  0124  (continued) 


DECLASSIFIED 


hit  were  2  of  3  at  Earnshaw  docks.     Full  analysis  will  be  forwarded  to 
Cincpac  and  CinCSV.TA  by  airmail  from  SAIPAN  28  September  including 
itemized  damage  and  plane  destruction  at  each  field.     GTF  38  will  for- 
ward photos.    Photos  suitable  for  press  release  will  be  sent  by  air 
to  Cincpac.    New  subject      Total  box  score  for  3rd  Fit  (TF  59  not  included) 
now  stands  at  380  enemy  planes  shot  down  598  destroyed  on  ground  (pro- 
bables not  included).    122  classified  ships  and  61  small  craft  sunk. 
137  classified  ships  and  109  small  craft  damaged  including  those  pro- 
bably sunk.     Extensive  damage  to  aviation  and  maritime  facilities  and 
installations.    Plus  7970  good  Nips  and  the  destroyed  and  the  destroyed 
aircraft  and  installations  at  PALAU.     Own  losses  51  planes  in  combat  31 
operational.     Total  of  37  pilots  20  crewman  lost  from  all  causes  less 
some  possible  rescues.    No  losses  or  uamage  to  surface  units  of  covering 
forces.    Ship  losses  and  other  casualties  as  previously  reported.  Hope 
to  pass  the  thousand  plane  mark  and  add  some  shipping  after  todays  strike 
on  the  VISAYA. 


21  0330    GTF  57  to  CINCPOA  Info  CTF  59. 

Summary  of  operations  16  Sept  to  20  Sept  inclusive;     Bomb  tonnage  on 
enemy  bases:  U0TJE  145,  TRUK  69,  CHICHI  JIMA  42,  IW0  JE>'A  40,  PAGAN  19, 
^  NAURU  12,  PON  APE  lOf-,  MARCUS  9  J,  JALUIT  3^,.      AA  mostly  meager  except 

^  moderate  to  intense  ITO  JIMA  and  MARCUS.     Interception:  At  TRUK  by  3-4 

S/E  and  1  T/E  unaggressively  on  19th.    At  IW0  JIMA  by  3  unaggressive  VF 
on  16th.     Our  casualties:  1  SHD  shot  down  off  VfOTJE  crew  rescued  by  Dumbo, 
Navy  Liberator  damaged  by  ships  AA  crash  landed  TIN IAN  Field  no  injuries 
to  personnel.    4  planes  damaged  all  causes.     Searches:    Navy  Libera -or 
destroyed  Betty  9  50  miles  NW  SAIPAN  on  16th.    Sighted  medium  AK  21-20N 
130-45E  on  17th.    Sighted  Betty  180  miles  west  of  CHICHI  JB'A  unable  to 
intercept,  2  large  landing  craft  80  miles  NW  IW0  JIMA  small  AK  900  miles 
N\7  SAIPAN  on  19th  bombed  and  strafed  small  AK  20  miles  N  CHICHI  JIMA  on 
(y)  19th  Liberator  damaged  by  AA.     Sighted  4  unidentified  A/C  150  miles  V/NW 

IW0  JIMA  on  20th.    Hunter  killer  negative  for  2  unidentified  subs  270 
miles       KV/AJALEIN  on  19th.    Mopping  up  operations:     Use  of  civilian 
volunteers  SAIPAN  12  through  19  contributed  to  successful  patrolling. 
15  through  19  own  casualties  2  KIA  3  w'JA.    Japs  killed  153  total  25,850 
to  date.    TIN IAN  14-18  own  casualties  1  KIA  1  YTIA.    Japs  killed  15 
total  6,785  to  date.     POW  10  total  290  to  date. 
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24  2346     CINCPAC  to  COMWESSEAFRON,  COMHAWSSAFRCK,  COMPASEAFRON,  COMALSEAFROH, 

C^MSOPAC,  C HMFWDAR EACEN PA C  Info  COMINCH,  COM7THFLT,  COMNAVBASE  MANUS, 
SCOFA.  "  ~ 

Following  procedure  governing  use  of  surface  escorts  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean  Areas  cancels  all  previous  directives  and  shall  be  effective  upon 
receipt.     (I)  Escort  all  ships  carrying  500  or  more  passengers  on 
■    voyages     (A)   Between  HAWAIIAN  ISLANDS  and  ports  west  of  Longitude  180-00 
and  north  of  the  equator  plus  MANUS  (b)  Between  ports  in  the  MARSHALL 
and  GILBERT  ISLAND  (C)  Between  GUADALCANAL  (TULAGI  and  RUSSELL  ISLANDS) 
and  the  northern  SOLOMONS  or  the  ADMIRALTY  ISLANDS  or  the  MARSHALL-GIL- 
BERTS area  (d)  For  that  portion  of  the  voyage  between  U  S  West  Coast 
or  BALBOA  and  ports  west  of  Longitude  180-00  and  north  of  the  equator 
plus  MANUS  as  prescribed  by  Cincpac  (responsible  routing  authority  shall 
make  request  to  Cincpoa  at  least  48  hours  prior  to  each  sailing).  (II) 
Escort  all  shipping  when  proceeding  (a)  On  direct  routes  between  the 
HAWAIIAN  ISLANDS  and  ENIWETOK  except  those  ships  with  sustained  speeds 
of  14  knots  or  over  (B)  Between  the  following  areas  and  ports i  MARSHALL 
ISLANDS.    MARIANAS.    ULITHI.     PALAU  group.    MANUS.     (Ill)  Shipping 
other  than  that  designated  in  paragraphs  I  and  II  shall  not  be  escorted 
unless  specifically  directed  by  Cincpac  or  the  Frontier  or  Area  Commander 
concerned.     (IV)    The  carrying  of  passengers  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  Areas 
shall  be  in  accordance  with  condition  (B)  as  prescribed  in  Article 
1423  Giro-1944.     (v)  The  number  and  type  of  surface  escorts  assigned 
for  the  protection  of  shipping  shall  be • determined  by  the  responsible 
Frontier  or  Area  Commander  under  such  general  directives  as  may  be 
issued  by  Cincpac. 

25  0421     CINCPOA  to  COMAIRPAC , CC'MFWDAREA,  CC?.1MAP.SHALLSSUBAREA,  COMCAROLINES  SUB 

AREA,   IS COM  GUAM. 

Upon  reporting  of  Captain  V.  F.  Grant  about  15  October  Comdr  Fwd  Area 
will  establish  a  command  designated  "Naval  Air  Bases  GUM"  to  include 
under  the  Island  Commander  the  !Iaval  Air  Bases  at  AGANA  and  OROTE  and 
■such  other  naval  air  facilities  as  may  be  established  at  GUAM.  Para. 
The  Comdr  Naval  Air  Bases  GUAM  will  report  to  ComAirPac  for  additional 
duty  as  his  representative  for  naval  aviation  logistic  matters  in  the 
MAR TANAS  and  CAROLINES.     In  the  performance  of  these  duties  he  will 
visit  naval  aviation  facilities  in  the  MARIANAS  and  CAROLINES.  Para. 
The  aviation  logistic  section  heretofore  intended  for  staff  of  Com 
Western  CAROLINES  will  be  assigned  to  staff  of  ComNavAir  Bases  GUAM. 
Para.    This  answers  ComAirPac' s  200142  not  to  all  adees. 

25  0715    GH^  SWPA  to  CINCPOA  Info  C0M5PDFI.T, COMS0PAC ,  COMGEN  6TK  ARMY,  COM  ALLIED 
AIR  FORCES ,  CO?<  ALLIED  NAVAL  ^01:  ."PS,   ScMQafl  USAFFS,   COMGEN  USAS "'S . 

CX  18333    Agreements  memorandum  21  September  1944  signed  Sherman  and 
Chamberlin  approved. 

25  1705     CINCPOA  to  ALPOA  _Inf o  COMINCH,  CTNCS0WESPAC. 

Effective  one  October  the  fJUlSTIALLS  and  GILBERTS  Sub  Areas  will  be 
merged  and  designated  as  the  MARSILALLS  CILBERTS  Area.     It  will  comprise 
the  area  north  of  the  equator  and  south  of  the  twenty-fifth  parallel 
and  between  the  westward  limits  of  the  Hawaiian  Sea  Frontier  and  155 
East  Longitude.     Garrison  forces  naval  local  defense  forces  and  shore 


Jiff  snore 
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25  1.705  (cmatlnued) 

based  air  forces  in  the  and  GIL2ERTS  Area  will  constitute 

las1:  Force  96.     CTF  96  -will  be  under  the  command  of  Cincpoa.     The  area 
commander  will  be  CTF  96  and  also  the  representative  of  Connander  Air 
Force  Pacific  Fleet  for  t  'pe  command  functions  in  connection  with 
aviation  personnel  and  logistics. 
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27  2330    COMT  IIRDFLEET  to  CINCPAC,  COM  INCH,  cqtSEyiflTTHPLT.  CINCSOYJESPAC  Info 
ALL,  TASKPOR  COMDRS  TUIRDFLT.  — 

Following  summary  VIS  AY  AS  strike  24  September.    Heavy  strike  COROII  BAY 
Area  hit  sevoral  ships  including  2  large  tankers  which  exploded.  No 
interception.    Other  strikes  PANAY -CEBU-LEYTE  voters.     Results  including 
CORON  BAY.    Sunk  1  large  AP  3  large  AO  2  large  AK  6  medium  AK  5  snail  AK 
1  DD  3  DE  11  small  craft.     Damaged  (including  18  ships  probably  sxmk 
or  destroyed)  1  small  AP  2  large  AO  1  medium  AO  1  large  AK  15  medium  AK 
21  snail  AK  10  small  ships  100  tons  each  2  DE  and  many  small  craft. 
Throughout  the  day  only  3  planes  encountered  and  shot  down  over  islands. 
4  snoopers  shot  down  well  clear  of  task  force.    29  planes  destroyed  on 
ground  IJEGROS-CEBU-LEYTE  fields.    Bombed  and  strafed  partly  concealed 
planes  LEGASPI  results  unobserved.    Marine  railway  warehouse  IL0IL0 
burned.     Barracks  and  fuel  dumps  burned  near  0RM0C  BAY.  Destroyed  "or 
damaged  all  3  piers  and  adjoining  storage  area  CEBIJ  buildings  and  storage 
area  south  CEBU  Field,  SHOYSFXT  TANPR,  buildings  SARAVIO  and  MACTAH  Field, 
barracks  ships  and  piers  BACPLOD,  buildings  PHILIPPINE  Refinery  Company 
and  Texas  Marine  Railway  at  JJ7CTAN  and  on  SHELL  ISLAND.    Our  losses  7  VF 
and  2  VB  combat  1  VB  operational.    5  pilots  3  crewmen.    No  men  of  war 
sighted  larger  than  DD.    No  sign  of  diversion  attack  force  has  been  ob- 
served during  PHILIPPINE  strikes.    Enemy  air  in  the  PHILIPPINES  is 
completely  neutralized  and  the  remaining  planes  are  a  conglomeration  of 
types  incapable  of  being  formed  into  a  very  formidable  tactical  force 
even  if  adequate  pilots  and  fuel  available. 

26  0740    CTF  57  to  CINCPOA  Info  CTF  59 

Summary  of  Operations  21  September  to  25  September  inclusive:     3omb  ton- 
nage on  enem;    bases  and  shipping:     CHICHI  J  MA  6G"7  TR11K  55,  TAR0A  39, 
P0PAPE  21,  NAURU  21,   IW0  JIMA  20,  HILLE  17,  JALUIT  14,  MARCUS  14,  V.'OTJE 
11,  ROTA  4,  PAGAN  4,  YAP  1.    AA  mostly  meager  except  moderate  to  intense 
at  TRUK,   BfO  JMk,  MARCUS,  JALUIT.    Shipping  results  negative.  Inter- 
ception:    At  TRUK  by  4  to  6  moderately  aggressive  ZEKES  1  damaged.  At 
IWO  J IMA  by  4  aggressive  VP  1  destroyed.     Both  on  25th.     Our  casualties: 
13  pianos  minor  damage  from  AA  1  officer  killed  3  crew  minor  wounds. 
Searches:     Navy  Liberator  search  planes  attacks  1  LSM  60  miles  'HTVV  CHICHI 
JULA.  on  21st.    Shot  down  BETTY  25  miles  south  IWO  JBIA  and  FRANCES  980 
miles  in?  SAIPAN  on  22nd.    Attacked  3  small  coastal  vessels  60  miles  north 
WO  J  IMA  on  23rd  and  24th.     Sighted  HETTY  800  miles  NW  SAIPAN  on  25th 
unable  to  close.    Mopping  up  operations:     SAIPAN  20-24  September  own 
casualties  6  VttA.     35  Japs  killed  total  25,885  to  date.     10  P0V.'S  total 
553  to  date.    TIN IAN  19  thru  23  own  casualties  1  KIA.     12  Japs  killed 
total  6797  to  date.     GUAM  20  thru  23  own  casualties  1  MIA-     Japs  killed 
133  total  16,163  to  date.     44  POI7  total  315  to  date. 
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05  2014    CINCPOA  to  COMAIRPAC,  Info"  COM INCH,   COMCARDIV  11 


DECLASSIFIED 


Although  CarDiv  11  is  employed  primarily  for  training  the  SARATOGA  and. 
RANGER  are  both  ships  of  great  value  for  combat  and  are  to  be  kept  poten- 
tially available  for  combat  duty.     It  is  desired  that  their  employment  and 
state  of  training  of  air  groups  in  Hawaiian  area  be  so  adjusted  that  on 
short  notice  either  or  both  ships  (SARATOGA  in  particular)  can  be  dispatched 
to  participate  in  combat. 


05  2243    CO'TWDARKA  to  CINCPOA  Info  GOMGlftmrFPAC ,  COMGEHPOA,   ISGOMS;  TPTIAN,  SAIPAN, 
GUAM 


Gincpoa  240655.    Upon  removal  of  the  infantry  divisions  rehabilitating  in 
the  MARIANA  ISLANDS  recommend  the  following  infantry  defenses.    A.    Till  IAN 
1  infantry  battalions.     B.  SAIPAN  2  infantry  battalions.    C.  GUAM  2  infan- 
try battalions.     Para.     It  is  assumed  that  other  organizations  will  rehabi- 
litate in  this  area.     For  this  reason  large  infantry  defenses  of  a  permanent 
nature  are  not  considered  necessary.     Letter  follows  containing  island 
Commanders  recommendations. 

03  1655    COM  INCH  AND  CN0_to  GINCPAC  Info  C0MALASSEAFR0N,  CM  17 

War  Department  proposes  modification  category  of  defense  A  in  ALASKA  as 
follows:     (1)  K0DIAK  and  SITKA  sectors-antiaircraft  defenses  air  warning 
service  and  manning  of  harbor  defenses  ( Arny  installations)  will  not  be 
maintained.     (2)  UIIALASKA  sector-antiaircraft  defenses  and  air  warning 
service  will  not  be  maintained.    Foregoing  proposals  based  on  present 
actual  situation  wherein  necessity  Array  meeting  defense  requirements  at 
Aleutian  stations  in  category  of  defense  C  precludes  meeting  defense  re- 
quirements at  Alaskan  stations  now  in  category  of  defense  A  with  the  limited 
personnel  imposed  by  ceiling  strength  for  Alaskan  Department.    Para.    Com inch 
prepared  to  concur  but  desires  your  comment  before  taking  action. 

05  2357     COMAL SEAPRON  to  GINCPAC  Info  COM  17,  C0M0ENALASKA  DEPT 

Reference  Cominch  and  CN0  031655.    Concur  in  proposed  modification  of 
defense 


07  0433    CINCPOA  to  CONTASKFQR  57. 

Your  291030.     It  is  my  decision  to  entrust  the  air  defense  of  groups  of 
islands  such  as  the  Main  HAWAIIAN  Group,  the  MARIANAS  and  the  PALAUS  to 
a  single  Air  Defense  Command.     Divided  responsibility  on  the  ground  in 
this  matter  would  produce  divided  control  in  the  air.     I  do  not  agree 
that  each  Island  Commander  should  control  the  aircraft  which  take  off 
from  his  island.    Para.    My  views  in  this  natter  are  the  same  as  I  gave 
you  personally  on  board  NSW  JERSEY  in  April  and  I  desire  that  they  be 
carried  out. 
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07  0650    CINCPOA  to  COrTTOAREA  Info  COI'INCH  fr  0110,  COiJSERVPAC,  C0M3RDFLT,  C0M5THFLT, 

IS  COM  GVAN,  COT.iAfRPAC.  "~  ~ 

Organize  and  e stablish  quote  Naval  Operating  Base  GUAM  unquote,    As  a 
subordinate  command  of  IsCom  GUAM.     This  command  should  include  all 
activities  relating  to  harbor  operation  and  control  cma  maintenance 
and  repair  of  ships  and  boats,  and  naval  supplies  including  ammunition 
but  excluding  aviation  supplies.    Naval  avitaion  supplies  and  also  boats 
and  vehicles  furnished  for  aviation  purposes  will  be  part  of  the  Naval 
Air  Bases  Command.    Decommission  such  existing  units  as  required  to  ac- 
complish organization  of  NOB.    Capt  A.  E.  Becker  designated  Commandant 
NOB  when  established.     Advise  date  established  and  submit  organization 
chart  to  CINCP0A. 

08  0519     CINCPOA  to  CCOTYiDAREA,  COMGENPOA,  hARCORPS  Info  TOlPiCH,   COMGENFHFPAC,  I^SCK 

TUT  IAN,   ISCOt:  SAIPAN,  CX:GEN2TIir.ARPiy,  COM  GEN  AAFPOX 

In  order  to  make  2dMarDiv  more  roadily  available  foif  combat  operations  de- 
sire that  (1;  ComGenPoa  provide  1  Inf  Bn  (with  Regt  attachments)  at  earliest 
practicable  date  for  garrison  duty  TP! IAN.     (2)  On  arrival  Army  garrison 
Bn  TIN IAN  the  Marine  RCT  be  transferred  to  SAIPAN  to  rejoin  2dMarDiv.  (3) 
ComGenPoa  provide  1  Inf  Regt  (less  1  Bn)  as  garrison  force  SAIPATT  by  mid- 
December  at  which  time  the  2dMarDiv  will  be  relieved  of  all  garrison  duties 
in  order  to  conduct  intensive  training.     (4)  ComGenPoa  advise  mounting  point 
and  date  of  availability  above  units.    Para.     In  order  to  ensure  closest 
possible  coordination  of  air  base  development  and  Twentieth  Air  Force  Opera- 
tions desire  also  that  a  general  officer  of  the  Army  Air  Forces  assume 
duties  of  Island  Commander  at  approximately  the  same  time  as  the  Marine  RCT 
is  withdrawn  from  TIN IAN.    To  accomplish  the  above  ComGenPoa  is  requested 
to  (1)  Nominate  an  Army  Air  Corps  General  Officer  for  duty  as  Island  Comman- 
der TINIAN  (2)  Organize  an  Island  Command  Headquarters.    MarCorps  requested 
to  advise  Cincpoa  disposition  desired  of  personnel  and  units  of  2d  Marine 
Base  Hdqts  Bn. 

08  0635    CINCPOA  to  COMINCH,   CNO  Info  Ct?:ALASKANSEAPRO",  COM  17. 

Concur  in  modification  of  Category  of  Defense  A  for  FCDIAK  SITKA  and  UNAL- 
ASKA  sectors  as  proposed  by  'War  Department  your  031655. 

10  0930    C0M5RDFLT  to  CINCPOA,  COMINCH,  ALL  TFC  3RDFLT,  C0M7THFLT,  CINC5WFA 

Weather  and  alert  anti snooper  work  permitted  undetected  approach  on  OKINAWA. 
Surprise  complete.    Re ceo,  fighter  sweep  and  4  strikes.    Fragmentary  flash 
reports  NANSEI  SH0T0  strikes.    Sunk  1  sub  tender  1  destroyer  1  AM  2  Medium 
AK  2  small  AK  6  SD  9  luggers  and  some  small  craft.    Probably  sunk  2  medium 
AK  1  medium  AO  4  small  AK  7  SD  and  9  little  fellows.    1  destroyer  beached 
damaged  3  medium  AK's  6  small  AK's  2  small  AO's  lots  of  small  fellows.  Shot 
down  14  planes.    At  least  75  burned  on  ground.    Buildings  all  over  OKINAWA 
and  adjoining  islands  burning.    There  is  an  operational  field  on  Y0R0  SHIMA. 
Own  aircraft  losses  light.    Snooped  this  afternoon  no  damage  to  surface 
ships  as  yet*    Now  retiring.    Further  report  on  the  12th. 
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04  1340    MA.CAR THUR  to  COMGEN  6TH  ARMY,  COM  ALLIED  NAVAL  FORCES  Iafo  COMALLIED  AIR 
FORCES,  CINCPOA,  COMSRDFET^ 

CX  18922    Conferences  Commander  3rd  Fleet  have  indicated  immediate  importance 
opening  SURIGAO  STRAITS  for  shipping.    This  radio  will  be  considered  as 
Operations  Instructions  70/9.    Commanding  General  6th  Amy  and  Commander 
Allied  Naval  Forces  will  take  prompt  action  to  carry  out  following  missions. 
PlanB  will  be  prepared  and  executed  as  required  to  clear  the  northern  tip 
of  the  SURIGAO  PENINSULA  of  MINDANAO  and  DINAGAT  ISLAND.    Refer  to  paragraph 
3A(3)  and  3D(2)  (E). 

13  0048    C0M3RDFLT  to  CINCPOA,  COMIHCH,  CINCSOWESFAC  Info  C0M7THFLT,  ALL  TFC'S  3RDFLT 

Revised  report  OKINAWA  strike  10 th  .  Planes  shot  down  23  including  3 
snoopers.     Incomplete  photos  show  59  (Estimate  70)  destroyed  and  37 
damaged  on  ground.    Sunk  1  JINGEI  As,  1  DE,  4  Midget  SS,  14  AX,  1  small 
AO,  25  small  ships  and  41  small  craft  and  barges.    Probably  sunk  1  AM 
10  small  ships  9  small  craft.    Damaged  1  DM,  1  LSM,  8  AX,  10  small  ships 
and  many  luggers  barges  sampans.    Destroyed  3  hangars,  3  fuel  dumps,  1 
ammunition  dump,  many  barracks  warehouses  and  other  buildings.  Explosion 
and  fires  devastated  northwest  end  INO  0N0  YAMA  ISLAND  and  north  shore 
NAHA  inner  harbor.    Damaged  2  lighthouses  1  factory  many  buildings.  Our 
losses  8  planes  combat  MT  operational.    5  pilot  3  crewmen  lost  in  combat 
1  crewman  operational. 

13  0813    CINCPOA  to  CNO  Inf  o  _COMAIRPAC ,  CCMNATSPAC 

Your  051825  to  CCMNATSPAC .    I  consider  it  of  national  interest  that  PAA 
be  in  a  position  to  render  commercial  service  to  Southwest  Pacific 
promptly  on  conclusion  of  hostilities.    However  it  is  necessary  that 
interim  contract  service  to  Navy  be  completely  satisfactory.  Current 
PAA  operating  procedures  do  not  result  in  the  effective  and  economical 
utilisation  of  personnel  and  equipment  requiste  for  wartime  servioe.  I 
recommend  prompt  renegotiation  of  contract  with  definite  assurance  that 
PAA  operating  procedures  conform  to  standard  set  by  Navy  and  concentration 
of  PAA  Pacific  operations  with  Boeing  Clippers  and  PB2Y3  on  servioe  between 
mainland  and  HONOLULU.    This  will  result  in  an  organisation  of  adequate 
strength  to  resume  SW  Pacific  servioe  when  practicable.    As  an  alternative 
to  PAA  timely  acceptance  of  standard  Navy  operating  procedures  I  conour 
in  proposal  of  COMNATSPAC  that  (a)  Contract  be  terminated  (b)  PAA  be 
restricted  to  commeroial  operation  of  Boeing  Clippers  between  San  Francisco 
and  HONOLULU  (C)  PB2Y3  now  scheduled  for  PAA  operation  be  reassigned  to 
Navy  squadrons  and  I  further  recommend  that  Naval  Reserve  offioera  on 
inactive  duty,  serving  with  PAA  Pacific  Division  and  who  may  be  in  excess 
of  requirements  of  reduced  scale  of  operations,  be  recalled  to  active 
duty.    If  it  is  necessary  to  terminate  oontract  it  is  believed  that  lift 
previously  contemplated  to  be  handled  by  PAA  can  be  satisfied  first  by 
assignment  to  NATS  of  PB2Y  presently  operated  by  PAA  second  by  increased 
capacity  of  R5D2  over  R5D1.    I  do  not  consider  that  PAA  service  to  west- 
ward of  HAWAII  is  justified  at  this  time  due  to  type  of  equipment  available 
and  necessity  for  duplication  of  personnel  and  Navy  logistic  support. 
Until  the  availability  of  R5D  aircraft  and  particularly  of  their  spares  is 
greatly  improved  all  should  be  manned  by  Naval  crews  and  held  available 
for  operations  in  forward  ares.    It  should  be  noted  that  in  the  near  future 
NATS  will  be  called  on  to  serve  bases  within  range  of  enemy  air  bases  in 
the  Empire  and  in  CHINA.  )  ?  3  9 
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13  09 5 5    CQM5RDFLT  to  CINCPAC,  COM  INCH,  CINCSOWESFAC  Info  C0M7THFLT,  ALLTFC'S  3RDFLT 

^  Incomplete  reports  for  VF  sweeps  and  strikes  FORMOSA  12  and  13  October. 

Enemy  aircraft  shot  down  221  including  9  by  ship  gun  fire,  3  Bnilys  by 
predawn  Intruder  mission  TAKAO  Area  by  4  VF  and  4  VT  from  INDEPENDENCE 
and  5  single  engine  found  on  BASCO  FIELD  BATAN  ISLAND.    Destroyed  on  the 
ground  176  with  many  others  strafed  but  did  not  burn.    Ships  sunk  2  large 
4  medium  9  small  AK,  12  small  craft,  8  SC  (including  BLUE  sub  heckler  off 
SAB TANG  ISLAND).    Probably  Bunk  1  large  3  medium  3  small  AK,  1  AO  5  SC 

I  All  2  small  escort.    Damaged  1  large  6  medium  15  small  AK,  1  large  AP 

II  SC  and  SD  25  small  craft.    FORMOSA  and  PESCADORES  thoroughly  bombed 
with  concentration  on  aircraft  installations,  utilities,  ship  facilities, 
warehouses  and  oil  dumps.    Our  losses  45  planes.    New  field  3  miles  north- 
east KORYTJ  another  2  miles  northeast  CHIKUNAN  northwestern  FORMOSA,  planes 
in  both. 

15  0542    C0M7THFLT  to  C0M3RDFLT,  ALL  CTF  3RDFLT,  ALL  CTG  3RD  FLT,  ALL  CTF  7TH  FLT,  ALL 
CTG  7THFLT,  SUPREME  COMMANDER  SOWESPAC  AREA,  CINCPAC,  COMINCHT 

Com  3rd  Fit  150149  not  to  all.    Central  PHILIPPINES  attack  force  will  proceed 
with  scheduled  operation  K-2.    Request  assistance  from  fast  carriers  soonest 
practicable  consistent  with  developments.    New  subject  for  CTG  77.4.  Strike 
western  VTSAYAS  A-3  A-2  and  A-l.    Primary  mission  destruction  enemy  aircraft 
and  combatant  ships.    Adjust  air  support  schedule  as  necessary.    Upon  breaking 
radio  silence  inform  me  your  plans  and  strike  results. 

15  0136    CINCPAC  to COMFAIRWING  1  Info  COM  3RD  FLT,  otf  58,  CTF  57,  CTF  59,  CQMINCH. 

Suspicion  exists  enemy  surface  force  may  have  departed  EMPIRE  area  to  mop  up 
on  Blue  cripples  withdrawing  FORMOSA  strikes.    Extend  search  to  maximum  prac- 
ticable to  cover  assumed  enemy  approach  from  BUNGO  CHANNEL  to  approximate 
position  20  N  126  E. 

I  J  15  1343    CTG  50.5  to  CTU  30.5.3,  CTU  30.5.1,  TOTTING  Info  COM  3RD  FLT. 

This  imperative.    Send  27,    2  and  9  V  223  to  1150  miles  or  as  near  as  possible 
look  for  Jap  fleet.    Take  off  as  soon  as  possible.    ViHTTINO  launch  Coronedo 
with  call  30  V  223  at  dawn  proceed  700  miles  out  sector  9  V  223  act  as  relay 
for  contact  reports  from  above  Liberators.  Acknowledge. 

19  0540  C0M3RDFLT  to  CTF  38,  CTG* S  38.1,  38.2,  38.2,  38.4  Info  CTC'S  30.3,  50.9, 
CTF  57,  CTU  30.9.1,  G0MAIR7THFLT  ( LOGISTICS]"  CINCPAC,  CO^IRPAG; 

For  near  future  operations  it  is  the  intention  to  increase  fighter  complement 
each  large  carrier  to  54  except  BUNKER  HILL  which  is  to  take  special  complement 
.J  of  100  VF.    The  following  is  the  basic  plan  for  the  accomplishment  of  such: 

Task  Group  38.1.    HORNET  and  WASP  will  receive  necessary  VF  by  fly  aboard 
delivery  from  GUAM  about  November  2nd.    Task  Group  38.2.    BUNKER  HILL  will  pro- 
ceed MANUS  with  Task  Group  38.3  and  there  leave  VB  and  VT  of  CVG  8  for  return 
to  PEARL.    VF  to  build  complement  to  100  will  be  from  SAIPAN  by  fly  aboard 
■^y  delivery  about  4  November.    INTREPID  and  HANCOCK  get  necessary  VF  from  CVE's 

ULITHI  Area  after  29  October.    Task  Group  38.3.    ESSEX  and  LEXINGTON  get 


-  Continued  - 
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19  0540  (C0M3RDFLT  -  Cont'd) 


necessary  VF  during  availability  period  in  MANUS.    Task  Group  38.4.  FRANKLIN 
and  ENTERPRISE  get  necessary  VF  from  CVE's  ULITHI  Area  after  31  October. 
Para.    Com3rdFleet  will  arrange  for  CVE's  in  ULITHI  to  cover  requirements 
for  Task  Group  38. 2#  and  Task  Group  38.4.    Will  also  issue  necessary  movement 
orders  for  replenishment  of  Task  Group  38.1  and  BUNKER  HILL  near  SAI PAN-GUAM 
as  indicated  above.    Para*  It  is  intended  that  the  resultant  air  groups  each 
large  carrier  except  FJNKER  HILL  and  ENTERPRISE  be  approximately  54  VF  24  VB 
18  VT.    Task  Force  and  Task  Group  Commanders  take  necessary  action  to  facili- 
tate the  accomplishment  of  this  plan  all  possible  by  redistribution  of  aircraft 
within  Task  Groups  and  by  instituting  liaison  with  repliaishment  sources 
indicated. 


20  1849  CINOPOA  to  CCM5RDFLT,  COMFWDAREA  Info  COM  WES  CAROLINES,  COMSERVPAC,  COMAIRPAC, 
COMGENFCA,  COMGENAAFPOA. 


Effective  1500  GCT  23  October  the  Forward  Area  and  Task  Force  57  revert  to 
the  direct  control  of  Cinopoa  except  for  units  of  Fleet  Air  Wing  1  and  Seron 
10  based  in  the  MARIANAS  and  western  CAROLINES  which  will  continue  to  operate 
as  task  groups  of  the  3rd  Fleet. 


22  0100  CINCPOA  to  CCMGEKFMFPAC  Info  COM INCH,  MARCORPS,  COMSOPAC. 

In  order  to  assist  in  implementation  of  Cinopoa  directives  affecting  F1IF  in 
SoPac  ComGenFMFPao  authorized  to  establish  Fwd  Ech  FMF  Pac  in  SoPac  under 
appropriate  commander  or  representative  who  will  report  to  ComSoPac  for  addi- 
tional duty.    Fwd  Ech  to  consist  of  approx  15  officers  and  40  enlisted.  Para. 
Designation  of  above  unit  will  be  SoPac  Ech  FMFPac.    Designation  of  similar 
unit  in  Forward  Area  CentPac  My die  151726  will  be  Fwd  Area  Ech  FMFPac. 
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24  0314    COM  3RD  FLEET  to  CIHCPAC .  CINCSOWESPAC  Info  COMINCH.  CTF 
77,  COM  7TH  FLEET,  ALL  TITO'S  THIRD  FLT*: 

On  basis  of  sightings  moved  38,3  38.2  38.4  on  broad  front 
toward  PHILIPPINE  Coast  to  launch  reinforced  searches  at 
dawn  24th.     38.3  east  of  LUZON .     38.2  off  SAN  BERNADINO . 
38.4  off  SURIGAO.    Carrier  search  sighted  force  4  BB  8  OA 
13  DD  (also  2  CL  not  confirmed)  south  of  MINDORO  on  north- 
easterly course.    Reinforced  search  from  38,4  attacked  3 
DD  just  west  of  PANAY  heavily  damaging  and  stopping  one 
while  other  two  stood  by  cripple.    38,3  38.2  immediately 
launched  strikes  on  the  enemy  heavy  forces  near  MINDORO. 
38,4  38,3  ordered  to  concentrate  toward  38.2,    38.3  ordered 
to  keep  area  to  north  under  observation  and  38.1  recalled. 
Several  bogies  over  38.2  and  38,3.    More  later. 


24  0315 


CTF  77  to  CTG  77*8,  CTF  79,  CTF  78,  CTG  77.2,  CTG  70.1,  Info 
COM  3RD  FLT,  ALL  TFC'S  7TK  FLT .  CINCPAC,  ALL  TGC'S  7TH  FLT , 
ALL  TFC'S  7TH  FLT .  COMAAF,  CINC  SWPA,  C0M3RDFLT ,  COMINCH. 

Prepare  for  night  engagement.    Enemy  force  estimated  2  BB, 
4  CA,  4  CL,  10  DD  reported  under  attack  by  our  carrier  planes 
in  eastern  SULU  SEA  at  0910  I  (-9)  24  Oct.    Enemy  can  arrive 
LEYTE  GULF  tonight.    Make  all  preparations  for  night  engage- 
ment.   TG  77.3  assigned  to  CTG  77.2  as  reinforcement.  CTG 
70.1  station  maximum  number  PT's  lower  SURIGAO  STRAIT  to  re- 
main south  of  10-10  north  during  darkness, 

24  0424    CTG  38.4  to  COM  3RD  FLT  Info  CTF  38,  CTF  77,  CINCSOWESPAC , 
COMADVON  5,  COMADVON  13. 

Contact  report.    At  0905  position  08-55  N  121-50  E  2  BB  1  CA 
4  DD  course  035  speed  15.    Search  group  made  2  bomb  hits 
on  each  BB  good  fire  on  1,     Rocket  hits  on  CA  and  2  DD*s. 
DD's  heavily  strafed.    Am  closing  on  38,2  which  takes  me  out 
of  range  of  this  contact, 

24  0612    COM  3RD  FLEET  to  ALL  TFC'S  3RD  FLEET ,  ALL  TGC T S  OF  TF  38  Info 
COMINCH ,  CINCPAC.  — — 

Battle  plan.     BatDiv  7  MIAMI  VINCENNES  BILOXI  DesRon  52  less 
STEVEN  POTTER  from  taskgroup  38.2  and  WASHINGTON  ALABAMA 
WICHITA  NEW  ORLEANS  DesDiv  100  PATTERSON  BAGLEY  from  task 
group  38,4  will  be  formed  as  task  force  34  under  VAdm  Lee 
Commander  Battle  Line.    Task  Force  34  engage  decisively  at 
long  ranges.    CTG  38.4  conduct  carriers  of  Taskgroup  38.2 
and  Taskgroup  38.4  clear  of  surface  fighting.  Instructions 
for  Task  Group  38.3  and  Taskgroup  38.1  later.    Halsey  OTC 
in  NEW  JERSEY. 

24  0942    CTF  38  to  C0M3RDFLT  Info  CTG  38.2,  38.4. 


Results  of  searches  to  northeast.    Pilots  who  got  good  looks 
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24  0942  (continued) 

report  2  SHOKAIU  CVS,  1  CVL,  3  CL,  3  DD  course  270  speed  15 
at  18-25  north  125-28  east  at  16401  (-9).    At  18-10  north 
125-30  east  were  4  BB's  or  OA's  5  cruisers  6  DDVs  course 
210  speed  15  at  1540  I  (-9).    1  of  BB*s  flight  deck  aft.  At 
1600  I  (-9)  2  DD*s  19-40  north  123-00  east  course  240  speed 
12. 

24  1057    CTF  77  to  CINCSOWESPAC  Info  COMINCH,  CINCPAC,  C0M3RDFLT  AND 
COM  7THFLT ,  ALL  TFC'S  AND  TGC'S  3RD  AND  7TH  YjJRT,  

50  fighters  from  covering  CVEs  intercepted  approximately  40 
enemy  shore  based  Zekes,  Bettys,  Vals  attacking  our  forces 
LEYTE  from  0750  to  0825.     15  to  20  shot  down.     Our  losses 
2  fighters  no  pilots.    SONOMA  hit  by  bomb.     LCI  IO65  hit  by 
plane  abandoned  and  burned.    FREEMONT  straffed  minor  casual- 
ties.   At  1120  I  (-9)  approximately  40  shore  based  planes 
attacked.    No  details  of  interception.    1  Liberty  ship  hit 
severely  damaged.    CVE  strikes  HISAYA  area.    25  planes  des- 
troyed on  ground  30  damaged.    1  airborne  SVL  shot  down.  Our 
losses  2  fighters  no  AA.    1  pilot  lost.    7  luggers  1  SC  sunk. 
5  luggers  4  barges  1  SC  and  1  tug  damaged,    190  sorties  in 
support  of  ground  troops.    Cruisers  and  DD's  continued  day 
and  night  support  of  forces  ashore.    Resupply  echelons  in- 
cluding 20  Liberty  ships  arrived.    Unloading  assault  echelons 
practically  completed.  All  disposition  made  for  possible  raid 
by  strong  enemy  surface  force  sighted  western  central  PHILIP- 
PINES by  subs  and  air.    Lieut  General  Krueger  commanding 
6th  Army  assumed  command  ashore  at  1400  I  (-9)  today. 

241100      CTF  77  to  COM  3RD  FLT .  ALL  TFC  3RD  FLT .  CINCPAC.  COMINCE , 
CINC  SOWESPACT  

Our  surface  forces  are  engaging  enemy  surface  forces  in 
SURIGAO  STRAIT  and  southern  LEYTE  GULF. 

24  1122    COM  3RD  FLT  to  CTF  38,  CTG  38.1  Info  ALL  TFC  AND  TGG  3RD  FLT. 

At  2300  I  (-9)  24th  Task  Group  38.2  Task  Group  38.4  pass 
through  Lat  14-28  north  Long  125-50  east  course  000  speed 
25.    Upon  joining  CTF  38  take  charge  all  3  groups  attack 
enemy  carrier  force.    See  my  241106.    Keep  ComTaskGroup  331 
advised  your  movements.    He  is  herewith  directed  to  join  you 
earliest.    Guard  2642  Kcs.    Use  receipt  method. 

24  1124    C0M3HDFLT  to  CTF  77,  C0M7THFLT  Info  COMINCH,  CINCPAC ,  ALL 
TFC'S,  ALL  TGC'S  OF  THIRD  FLEETS 

Enemy  force  SIBUYAN  SEA  1925  I  (-9)  position  Latitude  12-45N 
Longitude  122-40E  course  120  speed  12.    Strike  reports  indi- 
cate enemy  heavily  damaged.    Am  proceeding  north  with  three 
groups  to  attack  enemy  carrier  force  at  dawn. 
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24  1520    COM  3RD  FLT  to  CTG  38.1  Info  CTF  38.  CTU  30.8.4,  CTU  30.8.8, 
CTU  30.8.11,  CTG  30V^ 

Commence  fueling  at  dawn  and  launch  search..    Tour  241332. 
Expedite  all  possible.    9  oilers  should  be  available, 

24  1655    CTF  77,   to  CTG  77.4  Info  TG  77,  TG  78,  TG  79,  COM  FEAF, 
C0M3RDFLT,  CTF  38. 

At  daybreak  make  following  searches  for  enemy  surface  ships. 
340  degrees  to  030  degrees  distance  135.    Origin  of  above 
search  SULUAN  ISLAND.    Also  search  MINDANAO  SEA  area  distance 
100  miles  from  SURIGAO  STRAITS.    CAMOTE  SEA  area.  Clear 
above  2  areas  by  0900  I.    Friendly  PT  boats  operating  in 
these  areas.    Maintain  24  VT  strike  group  with  12  torpedo 
loaded  ready  for  launching  with  VF  escort  in  event  surface 
contact.    Search  and  attack  groups  maintain  contact  with 
HALIFAX  on  4915. 

24  0817    CTF  38  to  COM  3RD  FLT  Info  CTG1 S  38.2  CTG  38.4. 

Results  of  strike  on  Jap  fleet  consisting  of  4  battleships 
3  heavy  cruisers  4  light  cruisers  12  destroyers  east  of 
MINDORO .     2  heavy  cruisers  and  1  battleship  damaged.  New 
contact  afternoon  search  reports  3  CV's  4  to  6  heavy  cruisers 
and  6  destroyers  at  Latitude  18-10  Longitude  125-30  E  which 
is  180  miles  east  of  APARRI    1  of  CV  is  ISE  CEFASBSE  class. 
On  course  210  speed  15  knots.    No  major  air  attack  on  us 
since  1430  I  (-9).    Princeton  had  heavy  explosion  about  1515 
causing  many  casualties  on  BIRMINGHAM  alongside.    In  view 
of  our  new  Jap  contact  to  north  ComTaskGroup  38.3  is  having 
PRINCETON  sunk.    No  serious  damage  to  other  ships.  Enemy 
planes  showing  intermittent  IFF  my  position  at  I63O  I  (-9) 
Latitude  15-32  N  Longitude  124-23  E.    Will  close  you  after 
PRINCETON  is  sunk. 

24  1104    C0M3RDFLT  to  CINCFAC ,  CINCSOWESPAC  Info  COMINCH,  CTF  77, 
C0M7THFLT,  ALL  TFC  *  S  3RD  FLT~ 

On  24th  launched  strong  dawn  search  teams  from  3  groups 
across  LUZON  and  VISAYAS.    At  0745  search  plane  contacted 
enemy  4  BB'a  8  CA  2  CL  13  DD  15  miles  south  of  MINDORO.  38.2 
launched  strike  immediately  and  repeated  during  day.  38.3 
and  38.4  struck  same  force  after  initial  strikes  on  other 
targets.     38.3  reported  1  CA  1  CL  1  DD  at  MANILA  BAY  all 
damaged  (estimate  some  damaged  by  blue  subs).    After  1st 
strike  38.3  under  heavy  air  attack  and  shot  down  about  150 
planes.     PRINCETON  heavily  damaged  and  dead  in  water,  BIRMING- 
HAM had  personnel  casualties  resulting  from  explosion  on 
PRINCETON  while  along  side  her.     38.4  1st  struck  enemy  force 
southeast  of  NEGRO S  consisting  of  2  FUSO  class  1  CA  4  DD 
making  2  bomb  hits  on  each  BB,  rocket  hits  on  CA  and  2  DD, 
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24  1104  (continued) 


straffed  2  remaining  DD  OGQQ.WC  of  these  seen  to  sink.  Main 
body  reversed  course  to  270  about  1400  when  30  miles  east  of 
TABLAS  ISLAND  and  while  again  being  attacked.    Main  body  box 
score  from  incomplete  reports.    1  YAMAT0  class  bombed  tor- 
pedoed left  afire  and  down  at  bow.    KONGO  class  2  bomb  hits 
left  smoking  and  apparently  badly  damaged.    Bomb  hits  on  1 
or  both  remaining  BB.     2  torpedo  hits  on  1  of  these  bombed 
BB.     1  CL  torpedoed  and  capsized.    Torpedo  hits  on  2  CA  and 
bomb  hit  on  another  CA.    At  1540  search  plane  from  38.3 
sighted  enemy  force  near  18-10  north  125-30  report  evaluated 
as  2  ISE  class  2  CA  1  CL  6  DD  course  210  speed  15.    At  1640 
another  group  sighted  18-25  north  125-28  east  2  ZUIKAKU,  1 
CVL  3  CL  3  DD  course  270  speed  15,     2  DD  100  miles  northeast 
this  group  course  240  planes  from  this  force  may  have  been 
attacking  38.3  prior  to  contact.    ComTaskGroup  38.3  las 
scuttled  PRINCETON  and  is  dosing  38.2  and  38.4  which  are 
now  concentrated  off  entrance  to  SAN  BERNADINO  STRAIT.  Night 
air  attack  by  enemy  probable.    More  later* 
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24  1912    CTF  77  to  COM3RDFLT  info  ALL  TFC'S  3RDFLT,  ALL  TGCtS 
7THFLT,  CINCPAC,  COMINGH.  ALL  TGC'S  3RDFLT . 

Our  surface  forces  now  engaged  enemy  surface  forces 
SURIGAO  STRAIT  entrance  to  LEYTE  GULF.  Enemy  force 
sighted  in  STRAIT  by  PT  Boats  about  0200  1  (-9) 
arrived  entrance  GULF  about  0300  1  (-9)  consists  of 
2  battleships  3  cruisers  and  destroyers.  Question. 
Is  TF  34  guarding  SAN  BERNADINO  STRAIT. 

24  2207    CTF  77  to  00M3RDFLT,  CTF  34. 

CTU  77.4.3  reports  enemy  battleships  and  cruiser  15 
miles  astern  his  unit  and  firing  on  him.  Position 
is  80  miles  bearing  060  from  HOMONHAM  ISLAND. 

24  2225    CTF  77  to  C0M3RDFLT 

About  0700  CTU  77.4.3  reported  under  fire  from  enemy 
battleships  and  cruisers  in  position  Lat  11-40  long 
126-25.    Evidently  came  through  SAN  BERNADINO  during 
the  night.    Request  immediate  air  strike.    Also  request 
support  from  heavy  ships.    My  OBBs  low  in  ammunition. 

24  2235    CTU  77.4.3  to  C0M7THM.  C0M3RDFLT.  CTG  77.4.  CINCFAC. 

Under  attack.    0722  (minus -9)  in  Lat  11  degrees  44 
min.    Long  126  degrees  29  min.    Enemy  composed  of  4 
battleships  8  cruisers  many  destroyers  split  in  two 
forces  one  bearing  286  degrees  T  11  miles.  Second 
bearing  A  307  T  15  miles. 

24  2239    CTF  77  to  C0M3RDFLT  info  CTF  34. 

Fast  battleships  are  urgently  needed  immediately  at 
LEYTE  GULF. 

24  2305     C0M3RDFLT  to  CTG  38.1  info  ALL  TFC  TS  AND  TGC'S  3RDFLT. 

Enemy  force  reported  at  Lat  18-37  north  Long  126-45 
East  course  180  speed  20  at  0730  1  (-9)  but  now  seems 
to  be  retiring  to  northward.    4  carriers  in  force. 
Strike  as  practicable, 

24  2329    CTF  77  to  C0M3rdFLT 

Your  242205.    Ky  situation  is  critical.    Fast  battle- 
ships and  support  by  air  strike  may  be  able  prevent 
enemy  from  destroying  CVE*S  and  entering  LEYTE. 
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24  2337    CTP  77.4.3  to  G0M7THFLT.  CQM3RDFLT.  CTG  77. 4.  CINCPAC . 

Still  under  attack  at  0830  (minus  9)  in  Lat  11  degrees 
35  min  Long  136  degrees  29  min. 

24  2348    C0M3RDFLT  to  CTG-  38.1  Info  ALL  TFC'S  AHD  TGC'S  3RD 
FLEET.  CTF"  77.  GOWTHFL'f1.   

Proceed  at  best  possible  speed  to  Soutnwest  strike 
earliest  possible  enemy  force  reported  to  be  4  BBfS 
8  CA'S  plus  DD'S  in  vicinity  11-20  north.  127-00  east 
at  0800. 

24  2355    C0M3RDFLT  to  CTF  77  info  CTG  38.1. 

My  242348.    Task  Group  38.1  estimated  position  at 
0700  Lat  15-00  north  Long  130  east.  ComTaskGroup 
38.1  advise  ComTaskForce  77  and  me  earliest  time  of 
strike. 
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25  1349      CQM3RDFLEET  to  CTG  38.1  CTG  38.2  Info  CT7  77,  CINCPAC, 
^WthjlEET.  ALL  TASK  FORftj  AND  TASK  GROUP  COMMANDERS 
3RDFLEET.  ALL  CONCERNED  SOWaSpAC1  OPERATIONS. 

Refer  my  250657.    Night  snooper  reports  enemy  force 
14  ships  entering  eastern  entrance  SAN  BERNARDINO 
STRAIT  on  westerly  course  at  2140  I (-9).    From  06-00 
rendezvous  position  launch  searoh  attack  and  oontinue 
sustained  strikes  to  destroy  enemy  foroe  whose  dawn 
position  is  expected  to  be  just  east  MINDORO.  Canoel 
searches  specified  in  reference,    Make  fighter  sweep 
visayas  as  practicable. 

25  1358     OTP  77  to  CTF  38.  CTG  38.1.  CTG  38.2,  CTG  77.4  Info 
CTG  77.2.  CT?  78,  CTF  79 ,  C0M3RDFLT. 
For  tomorrow  request  fast  carriers  provide  36  VF 
combat  air  patrol  for  objective  area  from  0545  until 
1845  I (-9).    Upon  launching  cap  proceed  to  HOMONHOH 
ISLAND  and  report  to  PEPSICOLA  BASE  on  channel  2. 
CTG  77.4  provide  asp  and  air  observers.  Searoh  sectors 
from  340  to  140  degrees  to  a  distance  of  200  miles  from 
H0M0NH0N  ISLAND  for  purpose  detection  enemy  surface 
ships.    Maintain  maximum  number  of  aircraft  in  readiness 
for  attack  missions. 


25  1417      CTF  38  to  COMSUBPAC,  CTG  30.8,  COMCRUDIV  13  Info 
CtNCPAC.  COM^RPFLtt1.    

Carriers  and  few  destroyers  of  task  groups  38.3  and 
38.4  in  latitude  18-07  north  longitude  126-19  east  at 
23001  (-9)  25  ootober  on  course  130  speed  20*  with  the 
h  cruisers  and  a  dozen  destroyers  of  our  groups  about 
100  mile  to  the  north  rejoining  at  higher  speed  after 
sinking  1  CLV  and  1  large  DD  or  CL  of  enemy  cripples. 
At  21001  enemy  groups  believed  to  consist  of  1  or  2  BB, 
2  cruisers  and  3  or  4  DD  at  21-15  north  126-20  east  on 
course  north  speed  20.    Expect  to  join  task  group  30,8 
at  09001  2b  October  in  center  DIESEL  area. 

25  1439      COM 3RD  FLT  to  CINCPAC,  CINCSOWESPAC  info  OOMINOH.  CTF  77 
flWTtiFLT.  CTF  38.  All  Wfofof .  

Continuing  my  241104.  10  planes  shot  down  on  24th  by 
TO  38.2  CAP  and  search  planes.  25th  activities.  3  Groups 
concentrated  for  early  morning  attack  on  enemy  carrier 
force  near  18-25  north  125-30  east.    Neglible  air 
opposition  at  target  and  no  strikes  on  own  force.  1st 
Strike:    1  carrier  type  uncertain  exploded  and  sank, 
1  CV  and  1  CVL  hit  with  1  torpedo  and  3  bombs  each  and 

1  CL  badly  damaged.    Upon  recovery  of  2nd  strike  TF  34 
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and  TG  38.2  departed  for  LEYTE  in  response  to  TF 
ingcoRTJTllXAlJ'ICRL  situation.     TG  38.3  and  38.4  con- 
tinued afternoon  air  strikes  and  probable  night  surface 
attack  on  cripples.     CTF  38  hereby  directed  to  make 
sweep  up  of  action  against  carrier  force.     TG  38.1  made 
morning  strike,  on  enemy  force  east  of  SAMAR  leaving 
1  BB  1  CA  and  1  DD  dead  in  water.     The  GA  apparently 
in  sinking  condition.     3  other  heavy  ships  damaged. 
At  2140  search  plane  reported  14  ships  SAN  BERNADINO 
entrance  course  270.     This  remainder  of  the  27  ships 
sighted  east  of  MIND0R0  morning  of  24th  but  conflict- 
ing reports  prevent  estimate  of  number  which  sortied 
from  SAN  BERNADINO. 


25  1530      HALIBUT  to  COMSUBPAC  info  CIKCPAC 


1515  GOT  25th  2  large  ships  probably  BB's  3  smaller 
ships  course  0  speed  20  am  trailing.     0943  GOT  25th 
1  BB  1  cruiser  1  destroyer  course  020  speed  13. 
5  timed  mark  18  hits  in  battleship  possibly  sinking 
2u-35  north  136-30  east.    18  fish  left.    My  post  21-45 
north  126-20  east.    WX  02202  X  99786  X  32154. 

25^1537      GTF  17  to  OINOPAC. 

At  1403  GOT  25th  JALLAO  sank  NATORI  TYPE  light  cruiser 
with  3  perfect  hits  in  lat  21-20  long  127-20,  PINTADO 
saw  target  sink.     Cruiser  had  SJ  radar.    No  other  con- 
tacts.   Crushers  heading  north  to  Lat  23  then  reversing 
toward  safety  land  WX  02301  X  18981  X  11183 

25  1732       C0M3RDFLT  to  GTF  77  info  CQMINCH,   CIKCPAC ,  ALL  TFGS 
3RDFLT,  ALL  TASK  GROUP  COMS  3RDFLT,  ALL  CONCERNED 

SOVESPAC  operations; 


Task  Group  34.2.     0200  I(-9)  26  October  position  Lat 
15-12  NORTH  -5  GROUPS  MISSING- .    Have  Just  finished 
off  1  enemy  estimated  to  be  GA  or  CL  straggler.  Task 
Group  is  now  proceeding  southeast  at  25  knots  In  search 
any  and  all  cripples.    Please  acknowledge. 

25  1V50      COM  3RD  FIT  to  CTF  77  info  COM  7TH  FLT,  CTG  38.1, 
CTG  38-2,   CTF  38. 

Distance  from  LEYTE  of  launching  area  for  stikes  on 
retiring  enemy  force  precludes  possibility  of  maintaining 
GAP  requested  by  your  251 356.    Will  conduct  fighter 
sweeps  of  VISaYAS. 


2243 


0 


®    ™"  DECLASSIFIES 

OCTOBER  (OCT) 

25  0027     COM3 RDF LT  to  CTF  77  Info  COMIHGH ,  CINCPAC.  ALL  TFC'S  AND 
fm^  TOG'S  3RD  FLT ,  C0M7THFLT   

Your  242227.    Am  now  engaging  enemy  carrier  foree.    TG  38.1 
with  5  carriers  and  4  CArs  has  been  ordered  to  assist  you 
immediately.    My  position  with  other  3  carrier  task  groups 
Lat  17-18  North  Long  126-11  East.  Halsey. 

25  0044    CINCPAC  to  C0M3RDFLT  Info  COMINCH ,  CTF  77 

Where  is  Task  Force  34 

25  0217    C0M3RDFLT  to  CTF  77  Info  C0M7THFLT 

Your  242329  Item  (-9)  am  proceeding  toward  LEYTE  with  Task 
Group  38.2  and  6  fast  BB's,    My  position  course  and  speed 
later  but  do  not  expect  arrive  before  0800  tomorrow. 

25  0146     CTF  77  to  C0M3RDFLT.  CTG  38.1 

Situation  looks  better.    Enemy  forces  that  were  attacking 
TG  77.4  are  retiring  to  north  eastward.    They  may  return, 
I  can  handle  SURIGA0  STRAIT.     Still  need  assistance  cover 
SAN  BERNADIN0  fine  opportunity  air  strike  TG  38.1  wipe  out 
enemy  surface  ships  and  reduce  threat  to  LEYTE. 

25  0215     C0M3RDFLT  to  CINCFAC 

Your  210044  Task  Force  34  with  me  engaging  enemy  carrier 
force.    Am  now  proceeding  with  Task  Group  38.2  and  all  fast 
BB  to  reinforce  Kinkaid,     1  enemy  CV  sunk.     2  CV's  dead  in 
water.    No  damage  own  force.    Enemys  airgroup  flying  out 
from  LUZON  arrived  too  late.    See  my  241122  and  241124. 
Task  Group  38.1  already  ordered  assist  Kinkaid  immediately. 

25  0231    CTF  77  to  C0M3RDFLT  Info  CTG  38.1,  CTF  34 

Enemy  surface  forces  returning  to  attack  CVE's . 

25  0342    C0M3RDFLT  to  CTF  77.  CTG  38.1  Info  CINCPAC.  ALL  TF  COM3  AND 
TASK  GROUP  COM3  3RD  FLEET 

ComTaskForce  77  250231.  Keep  me  informed  of  enemy  position. 
If  he  retires  to  northward  shadow  if  practicable, 

25  0410    C0M3RDFLT  to  CTF  38  Info  COMINCH.  CINCPAC,  ALL  TGCtS  3RD 
FLEET 

Keeping  in  mind  your  fuel  situation  give  consideration  to  a 
night  surface  attack  against  cripples.    Delay  fueling  ren- 
dezvous tomorrow.    My  250302.     As  necessary  keeping  me  and 
CTG  30.8  advised. 
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25  0115     CTG  77.2  to  CTF  77,   CQM3RDFLT  Info  ALL  TGC'S  7TH  FIT, 
COMINQH.   OINCPAC,  CIKCSCYfflSPAC 

Met  enemy  force  last  night  according  to  plan.    Enemy  stood 
UE  SURIGAO  STRAIT  South  in  2  groups.    The  1st  group  con- 
sisted as  reported  by  the  MACGOWAN  (DD678)  of  2  battleships, 
1  or  2  heavy  cruisers,  and  1  destroyer.    The  2nd  group 
consisted  of  2  large  and  about  5  smaller  craft.    All  craft 
were  sunk  or  repelled.    Number  sunk  not  known  but  believed 
to  be  at  least  S  of  all  sizes.    Upon  arrival  this  morning  in 
lower  end  SURIGAO  STRAIT  found  8  units  burning,  7  of  which 
sank  as  we  approached.    Others  had  been  sunk  as  we  either 
sank  them  ourselves  or  picked  up  survivors.    No  opportunity 
yet  for  interrogating  ships  or  Japanese  survivors.  Own 
casualties  not  known.    Damaged  ship  ALBERT  W  GRANT  (DD  649). 

25  0125     CTG  38.1  to  CTF  38,  CTF  77  Info  00M3RDFLT,  CTU  77.4.3 

Strike  one  launched  at  1030  I  (-9)  against  enemy  BB's  off 
SAMAR 

25  0316    CTF  77  to  C0M3RDFLT  Info  CTF  34.  CTG  38.1 

Since  my  250146  situation  LEYTE  GULF  has  again  become  very 
serious.    Enemy  fast  battleships  and  heavy  cruisers  returned 
to  attack  my  CVE  Groups  off  entrance  and  threatening  convoys. 
Expenditure  of  fuel  and  ammunition  have  reduced  effectiveness 
of  my  supporting  forces.    Attacks  of  CVE's  has  disrupted  my 
air  support.    Have  sent  task  force  of  3  OBB,  3  CA  and  DD's 
to  assist  OVEs  but  your  assistance  badly  needed.     CVE  Units 
forced  to  retire  to  LEYTE  GULF. 

25  0423     CTF  38  to  C0M3UBSPAC  Info  CINCPAO,  C0M3RDFLT 

At  1300  I  (-9)  Task  Force  38  is  at  Latitude  18  N  Longitude 
126-40  E.     Chasing  2  unnamed  CV's,  1  BB,  3  DD's  at  19-25  N 
126-30  E  course  340  speed  22  also  1  good  BB,  3  damaged 
cruisers  and  1  badly  damaged  CV  position  19-00  N  126-30  E 
course  northerly  speed  5  to  10  knots.    You  can  help  a  lot 
but  watch  out  for  us  too.    We  will  knock  off  chase  trip 
afternoon. 

25  0441    CTF  77  to  C0M3RDFLT 

Withdrawing  CVE's  into  LEYTE  GULF.    Requirements  unknown 
but  estimate  they  will  need  considerable  replenishment. 
Avgas  available.    Request  Fast  Carriers  take  over  covering 
mission  until  CVE's  are  again  ready. 
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25  0932Z  MACARTHUR  to  COMGENPOA,  COMGEN  ARMY  AIR  FORCES  POA. 

COMGENSOPACBACOM.  COMSOPAC.  AMMDEL,  AMMISCA,  AQ.UILA. 
20  BOMBER  COMMAND  Info  CINCFOX 

CX- 51009  PHILIPPINES:  1  enemy  force  indicated  from 
reconnaissance  reports  to  consist  of  3  battleships  with 
11  cruisers  and  destroyers  approaching  SURIGAO  STRAIT 
from  west  during  October  24,  engaged  by  LEYTE  GULF  surface 
forces  during  night,  retired  before  dawn;  another  force 
estimated  2  battleships  3  cruisers  plus  destroyers  rounded 
southern  MIND0R0  approached  SAN  BERNADlNO  STRAIT  under 
air  attack  evening  October  24,  some  units  apparently 
passing  through  STRAIT  to  attack  7th  Fleet  surface  vessels 
northeast  LEYTE  GULF  early  morning  October  25;  3rd  Forces 
sighted  0740  GOT/24  200  miles  east  northern  LUZON  com- 
prising 3  carriers  6  light  cruisers  and  destroyers  head- 
ing west  and  another  group  including  2  converted  carriers 
"ISE  and  HYUGA"  on  course  210  degrees;  off  west  coast 
PALAWAN  3  medium  transports  3  medium  freighter  transports 
4  escorts  reported  heading  southwest  afternoon  October 
24;  2  destroyers  1  damaged  heavy  cruiser  reported  same 
area  night  October  23.    Naval:  7th  Fleet  surface  vessels 
engaged  enemy  units  SURIGAO  STRAIT/LEYTE  GULF  night 
October  24,  no  details  available.    Par en.  Air.  Enemy 
action:  39  enemy  bombers  and  7  fighters  shot  down,  7  others 
probably  destroyed,  by  7th  Fleet  planes  during  attacks 
against  allied  beachheads  and  shipping  in  LEYTE  GULF 
October  24.    Operations  October  20;  (1)  refer  paragraph 
13  report  operations  October  21:    patrol  B24's  destroyed 
4  additional  floatplanes  on  water  MINDORO  ISLAND,  central 
PHILIPPINES.    Operations  October  22:   (2)4P38's  believed 
destroyed  seatruck  near  GO TO BA TO,  southwestern  MINDANAO. 
Operations  report  sowespac  area  period  1500  GCT/23  to 
1500  GCT/24.    Operations  October  23:   (3)  7  B24  hit 
ammunition  dumps  WEWAK.     (4)  45  RAAF  P40*s  and  beaufighters 
attacked  bivouacs,  destroyed  buildings  and  several  small 
craft  western  NEW  GUINEA  and  CERAM.     (5)  13  P47,s  struck 
SAGAN  AIRDROME,  southern  MACCLUER  GULF.     (6)  6  P38*s 
shot  down  7  enemy  fighters  taking  off  BOELA  airdrome. 
(7)  2  B24's,  24  A20ts,  12  F38's  and  1  patrol  B24  attacked 
BOELA  waterfront  and  fuel  Installations,  started  large 
fires,  destroyed  grounded  Betty  on  undetermined  service- 
ability,    (8)  12  A20's  bombed  runways  and  dispersals  MAIRATOE 
16  P47Ts  attacked  HA  OEKOE.     (9)  11  P38's  damaged  buildings 
CAPE  NOESANIVE,  AMBON  BAY  entrance;  23  B25*s  caused  fires 
and  explosions  AMBON  town.     (D)  1  B24  bombed  old  NAMLEA 
airdrome.     (11)  1  B24  met  4  intercepting  fighters  over 
MAKASSAR;    another  B24  exploded  and  sank  1  small  fteighter, 
left  Seatruck  listing  and  strafed  2  other  freighters  same 
area;  single  B24  patrolling  MAKASSAR  STRAIT  sank  2  seatrucks, 
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damaged  small  freighter  and  attacked  5  other  a eat rucks. 
{12)  patrol  B24  left  seatruck  listing  off  southwestern 
CELEBES;  7  P38fs  destroyed  1  grounded  bomber,  probably 
destroyed  another  and  killed  many  personnel  LIMBO ENG 
airdrome  MAKASSAR.    Operations  October  24:   (13)  4  P40's 
fired  fuel  dumps  and  damaged  buildings  cooperating  with 
PT  Boats  HALMAHERA.     (14)  16  P40rs  bombed  pillboxes  and 
warehouses,  strafed  AMOERANG  and  LEMBEH  STRAIT,  north- 
eastern CELEBES.     (15)  4  B24's  18  B25»s  attacked  air- 
field, bivouacs  and  harbor  installations  SANDAKAN,  13 
P38*s  and  10  P47'a  escort  strafed  and  set  afire  11 
sea trucks  and  4  luggers.     (16)  12  B25's  strafed  3 
schooners  SARANGANI  BAT,  strafed  personnel  and  motor 
trucks  along  inland  roads;  18  B24*s  bombed  BUAYAN  air- 
drome bivouacs,  southern  MINDANAO,     (17)  1  Darwin  B24 
attacked  lugger  in  BANDA  SEA;  another  left  coastal  vessel 
burning  south  SALAJAR  ISLAND  and  bombed  LAHAAE  VILLAGE, 
TIMOR;  3rd  B24  bombed  gun  positions  LAUTEM.  SOLOMONS 
forces.    Naval:  PT  boats  strafed  and  mortared  targets 
northern  CHOISEUL,  NEW  IRELAND  and  GAZELLE  peninsula. 
(18)  3  TDR  drones  hit  shipping  HUXKS,  KAHILI;  26  New 
Zealand  Corsairs  attacked  bivouacs  northern  BOUGAINVILLE ; 
12  Corsairs,  4  B25fs  and  5  New  Zealand  Venturas  bombed 
KAVIENG  and  NEW  IRELAND  plantations;  single  B25  harassed 
RABAUL;  weather  reduced  activity.    Land.    LEYTE,  October 
22:  small  enemy  counter  attacks  western  edge  PALO  (5751) 
and  infiltration  pawing  area  (5854)  repulsed;  minor 
counter  attack  at  night  south  of  DAGIDTAN  RIVER  MOUTH 
(6223)  also  repulsed.    October  23:  strong  enemy  defensive 
positions  catmon  hills  area  being  by  passed  and  enveloped; 
our  advanced  armored  elements  within  1  mile  SAN  PABLO 
airfield.    Enemy  casualties  to  1800  I(-9)/23  October: 
northern  sector;  1017  killed,  5  captured;  southern  sector 
860  killed,  8  captured.    October  24:  northern  sector: 
squadron  1st  Cavalry  landed  unopposed  BABAT0G0N,  north 
coast  LEYTE,  patrols  north  from  TACLOBAN  reached  points 
5272  and  5067;  24th  Division  control  hills  950515  and 
571490,  also  reached  SAN  JOAQUIN.    Southern  sector, 
96th  Division  holds  line  running  southwest  northeast 
1000  yards  south  TAB0NTAB0N;  7th  Division  occupied 
BURAUEN  and  hold  SAN  PABLO  airdromes  numbers  1  and  2. 
M0R0TAI:  enemy  attack  on  PILOWO  outpost  repulsed 
October  23,  37  enemy  killed. 
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25  0933     CTF  77  to  CTG  34.5  Info  CINCPAC,  ALL  TFC*  3  AND  TGC'S  3RD 
FLT,  ALL  TFC '3  AMD  TOP'S  7TH  FLT,   C0M3RDFLT  — 

At  1734  I  (-9)  25  enemy  force  reported  consisting  of  4  BB, 
2  CL,  7  DD  in  posit  12-35  North  125-32  East  course  270  speed 
10  apparently  retiring  towards  SAN  BERNARDINO  STRAITS. 
Additional  units  including  some  cripples  may  be  trailing 
behind  above  force. 

25  0614    CTF  38  to  CQMSUBPAC  Info  CTG  30.8.   CINCPAC,  C0M3RDFLT 

Task  Force  38  will  be  having  surface  action  until  about 
252000  I  (-9)  as  far  north  as  20-30  and  between  126  and 
127  east  longitude.    6  or  more  pilots  in  water  at  19-45 
North  126-35  East  and  shadow  possible  escaping  targets  all 
damaged  2  BB,  1  OA,  2  CL,  2  DD  position  19-20  North  Lat 

126-  25  East  Long  course  330  speed  22  knots  we  hope  to  get 
them  but  if  we  don't  we  know  you  won't  let  them  get  back  to 
JAPAN.     Our  searches  found  14  AP*s,  5  DE  19-30  North  121-30 
East  course  180  speed  10  at  250850  I  (-9).     2  TERUBSUKI  DD 
southwest  CAMIGUIN. 

25  0630    C0M3RDFLT  to  CTF  77  Info  G0MINCH,  CINCFAC .  ALL  TEC'S  AND 
TGC'S  3RDFLT.  ALL  CONCERNED  SO'.VSSPAO  OPERATIONS^ 

Task  Group  34.5  ComBatDiv  7  with  BatDiv  7  VINCENNES  MIAMI 
BIL0XI  DesRon  52  proceeding  from  north  to  entrance  SAN 
BERNARDINO  STRAIT  to  arrive  0100  I  (-9)  26  October.  Plan 
to  sweep  approaches  to  STRAIT  thence  area  east  of  SAMAR  to 
LEYTE  GULF  destroying  enemy  encountered.    Request  all 
interested  be  advised  as  necessary.    Halsey  in  NEW  JERSEY 
with  BatDiv  7. 

25  0657     C0M3RDFLT  to  GTG  38.1,  CTG  38.2,  CTG  34.5  Info  CINCPAC. 
COHINCH,   CTF  77.  ALL  TFG  3RD  FLT .  ALL  TGC  3RD  FLT 

TG  38.2  and  38.1  rendezvous  at  0600  I  (-9)  26  October  at 
12-00  North  126-00  East.  TG  34.5  will  join  you  vicinity 
of  rendezvous  specified  above  dependent  upon  interim 
operations,     CTG  38.1  take  charge  groups  in  company  and 
direct  VF  sweep  of  VTSAYAS  Areas  commencing  at  dawn. 
Search  MIND0R0  MINDANAO  and  SI BOY  AN  Sea  Areas  for  enemy 
forces . 

25  0658    CINCPAC  to  CTF  38  Info  COMSUBPAC .  C0M3RDFLT .  COMINCH 

2  submarine  wolf packs  in  20-45  North  at  126-00  East  and 

127-  30  East  available  to  attack  crippled  enemy  carriers  if 
you  are  clear  and  if  informed  of  estimated  position.  Advise. 
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At  daylight  have  maximum  heavy  bomber  strength  ready  to 
strike  at  long  range  in  case  enemy  ships  retire  within 
range  of  your  bases. 

25  1110     CTF  77  to  SUPCOM  SOW3SPAC  AREA  Info  COMINCH,  CINCPAC. 

C0M3RDFLT,  C0M7THFLT,  ALL  TEC'S  3RD  g'LT,  ALL  TFC'S  7TH 
FLT ,  ALL  TGC'S  3RD  &  7TH  FLTS   

Strong  enemy  reaction  to  LEYTE  Landing  began  on- Monday 
afternoon  with  numerous  but  generally  ineffective  air  raids 
on  our  forces.    Sighting  by  PT  of  2  large  unidentified  enemy 
ships  and  3  destroyers  at  2310  I  {-9)  24th  10  miles  off 
southeast  tip  of  QTJH0L  Island  heading  toward  SURIGAO  STRAIT 
was  OUXNIPW  event  of  highly  successful  night  engagement  all 
details  of  which  are  not  yet  available.    Enemy  advanced  in 
2  groups.    1st  group  reported  as  2  battleships  1  or  2  heavy 
cruisers  1  destroyer  2nd  group  2  large  and  about  5  smaller 
ships.    Number  sunk  undetermined  but  believed  to  be  at  least 
8  of  all  sizes.     At  dawn  8  units  seen  burning.     All  sunk 
aided  by  gunfire  and  torpedoes.    Such  units  as  escaped 
retreated  westward  and  have  been  under  air  attack.  Our 
damage.    ALBERT  W  GRANT  (DD  649)  damaged  but  able  to  proceed. 
Numerous  PTfs  damaged.    1  sunk.    Many  air  raids  through  out 
the  day  in  LEYTE  Area.     4  ships  in  harbor  damaged.  Personnel 
casualties  undetermined.    Through  out  the  day  covering  CVEs 
have  been  under  heavy  shore  base  air  attack.    Mid  morning 
enemy  force  watch  apparently  sortied  through  SAN  BERNANDINO 
STRAIT  estimated  as  4  BB,  7  CA,  2  CL  12  DD  joined  in  attack- 
ing CVEs  but  was  turned  back  by  repeated  strikes  from  CVEs 
supported  in  afternoon  by  strikes  from  TG  35. 1  which  arrived 
in  time  to  prevent  what  might  have  been  a  serious  situation 
by  late  afternoon  the  enemy  was  in  full  retreat.  Damage 
inflicted  on  enemy  presently  estimated  as:    1  CA  sunk.  1 
DD  probably  sunk.     3  BB,  3  CA,  1  DD  damaged.    Own  damage 
reports  fragementary  but  considerable  damage  nas  been 
suffered  by  2  CVE  group.    Our  carrier  planes  have  been 
landing  servicing  and  taking  off  from  DULAG  and  TACLOBAN 
strips  through  out  the  day  when  their  parent  CVEs  were  under 
attack.     CVE  planes  also  accounted  for  46  enemy  aircraft 
over  LEYTE  beaches  plus  7  probables. 

25  1222    CTG  38.1  to  CTF  38  Info  C0M3RDFLT .  CTF  77 

Strike  8  got  at  least  1  bomb  hit  on  each  of  2  BB,  2  CA,  1 
CL  or  DD.    1  CA  was  straggler  20  miles  south  main  force. 
4  EE's,  5  CA's,  10-15  DD's  in  group  now  retiring  toward 
SAB  BERNARDINO  STRAIT.     Posit  at  1600  was  12-30  North 
125-52  East  course  northwest.     1  CA  seen  to  sink  strike  A 
no  others  sunk.    24  planes  missing.    Some  shot  down  some  In 
water  returning.     Believe  a  group  of  VP  landed  at  TACLOBAN. 
Details  later. 
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25  1226    COM3RDFLT  to  CINCPAC  Info  ALL  TGC'S  3RD  FLT,  C0M7THFLT , 
COMINCH,   CI  NCS  0 7/E  SPA C ,   CTF  77,  ALL  TEC'S  3RD  &  7TH  FLTS 

It  can  be  announced  with  assurance  that  the  Japanese 
Navy  has  been  beaten  routed  and  broken  by  the  3rd  and 
7th  Fleets. 

25  1230     C0M3RDFLT  to  CTF  77,   C0M7THFLT  Info  CINCPAC 

Your  250441  see  my  250657.    2  groups  will  put  dawn  fighter 
sweep  over  VTSAYA8.    Strikes  on  retreating  enemy  preclude 
other  commitments.    For  future  planning  it  must  be  under- 
stood that  fast  carriers  require  rearming  and  air  groups 
are  exhausted  after  16  days  "unprecedented  fighting. 
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25  2350      CTG  38.1  to  COM3RDFLT,   CTF  38,   CTF  77 


At  0800/1  (-9)  4  BB  3  OA  3  OL  10  DD  in  TABLAS  STRAIT 
11-47  N  Long  121-43  E  course  180  speed  15.  My  first 
strike  attacking  second  strike  underway. 


25  2357      GTE  38  to  G0M3RDFLT,  CINGPAC ,   CINCSOWESPAC  info  COMINCH 


CTF  77.   COfr'7THFLT,  ALL  TGC'S  3RDFLTT  ~ 

Flash  report.    Believe  enemy  force  east  of  Northern 
LUZON  originally  consisted  following  16  or  17  ships, 
1  CV,  2  CVL,  1  CVL  or  CVE,  2  BB,  1  probable  MOGAMI  GA 
and  1  probably  AGANO  GL,  3  3  stack  CL  and  5  or  6  DD'S. 
Planes  sank  1  CV,  2  CVL  and  1  DD.     Our  cruisers  and 
destroyers  finished  off  CVL  or  GVE  left  dead  in  water 
by  planes.     Planes  at  sunset  directed  surface  boys  to 
damaged  3  stack  CL  and  2  DD'S  at  least  1  of  them  damaged. 
Cruisers  got  radar  contact  on  3  ships.    2  fled  north  and 

1  CL  or  large  DD  was  sunk.    Planes  reported  following 
escaping  ships  1  NATORI  CL  damaged  by  torpedo,  heading 
north  alone  at  5  knots.     1  BB  heavy  damaged  by  minimum 

2  probably  4  torpedoes  and  many  bombs  with  2  heavily 
strafed  DD  heading  north  speed  about  8  knots.  Another 
BB  with  1  bomb  damaged  CA  or  new  CL, 1  3  stack  CL  and 
possibly  1  DD  headed  north  speed  20  knots.    Photos  show 
CV  was  SH0KAKU  CLASS  and  1  CVL  either  CHIY0DA  OR  ZUIK0 
CLAPS  and  1  BB  FTJS0  CLASS.    Pilots  report  other  BB  was 
ISE  CLASS  with  flight  deck  aft.    Very  few  planes  on 
enemy  carriers.    1st  Strike  shot  down  small  number  planes. 
Our  plane  losses  believed  remarkably  light.  Force 
torpedo  and  bomb  and  food  expenditures  have  reached  point 
of  almost  complete  exhaustion.     Search  on  morning  26th 

in  sector  290  to  020  distance  250  miles  results  negative. 


26  0035       MACARTHUR  VIA  C0U7THFLT  to  COMINCH  info  CNO,  CINCPAG, 


COTi-SOPACl 

All  times  I  (-9).    Major  air  and  surface  engagement  in 
progress  LEYTE  GULF  area.    Night  24-25  Jap  force  of 
2  BB.  1  or  2  OA'S  8  or  more  other  ships  entering  southern 
LEYTE  GULF  through  SURIGA0  STRAIT.     Our  Covering  Force 
of  OBB ,  OA'S,  CL'S  engaged  this  force.    Enemy  force 
retiring  at  0500  pursued  by  our  light  forces.  Another 
Jap  force  of  at  least  3  BB*S,  2  CA,  9  DD  apparently 
passed  through  SAN  BERNARDINO  STRAIT  night  of  24-25  after 
attacks  on  24th  by  Task  Force  38  and  at  0700  -  25 
commenced  attack  on  CVES  off  LEYTE.    TF  38.1  launched 
1st  strike  on  this  force  at  1030  from  southeast.  Enemy 
heading  for  entrance  LEYTE  GULF  at  1140.     OBB  in  LEYTE 
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GULF  low  on  ammunition.     3  OBB,  3  OA'S  and  DD  sent  to 
assist  CVE'S.    Fast  BB  due  0800  -  26.  Preliminary- 
damage  reports  SOVOMA  hit  by  bomb.     1  Liberty  ship  damaged 
and  LCI  1065  destroyed  LEYTE  GULF.  3  CVE'S  and  3  DE 
hit.    Preliminary  reports  of  24th  score  46  enemy  planes 
shot  down  seven  probably  over  beaches.     COMFORT" has  not 
been  heard  from.    M0R0TAIE  had  air  raid  night  24  -25 
dock  damaged.    Land  Forces  advancing  on  LEYTE. 

26  0250      SILVERSIDES  1ST  to  GOMSUBPAC  info  C0M3RDFLT. 

Latest  dope  on  2  battleships.  0030  GOT.  Latitude  24-07 
Longitude  125-41.  Course  040  speed  16.  TRIGGER  in  sight 
contact  and  making  end  around.     SILVERSIDES  and  SALT/ ON 
30  and  60  miles  astern  TRIGER  both  chasing.    Fuel  73. 
24  Fish.  1  CHAMORRO.     This  only  contact  to  date  WX 
09BTLABE01 .  11888.  03251.  New  SEEDS  fade  at  dawn.  Much 
Jamming.    Additional  dope  at  0145  GOT.     TRIGGER  lost 
contact.    BB'S  changed  course  to  310  speed  20. 


26  0316 
(NFM- 
3287) 


CTF  77  to  COMgRDFLT  info  CTF  38,  CTG  38.1,   38.2,  77-4, 
OTP  77.4.1,  77.4.2,  CINCSOWESPAC,  CG  6TH  ARMY. 

Your  situation  contained  251950  fully  appreciated.  My 
situation  for  your  information  is  now  as  follows. 
Practically  all  my  CVES  have  been  damaged  some  seriously 
and  are  still  undergoing  heavy  enemy  air  attacks.  CVES 
have  been  doing  splendidly  in  keeping  planes  in  air  but 
may  shortly  become  inoperative.    LEYTE  GULF  area  without 
CAP  except  few  carrier  planes  operating  with  difficulty 
from  TACLOBAN  and  DULAG  Fields.    These  fields  not  yet 
activated  and  subject  to  frequent  air  attacks.  Until 
fields  are  activated  1  Fast  Carrier  Group  intack  urgently 
required  for  support  and  protection  LEYTE  GULF  area  and 
possibly  CVES. 

26  0357      CTF  77  to  C0M3RDFLEET. 

Both  remaining  CVE  groups  report  that  they  are  now  under  air 
attack. 

26  0341       CTF  77  to  ALL  CONCERNED  SOWESPAC  OPERATIONS. 

This  is  my  1st  report  this  force.     ISE  CLASS  battleship 
converted  to  carrier  bearing  300  degrees  distance  80 
miles  from  POINT  MOLLY  course  180  true  speed  15  knots 
between  NEGRO S  and  CEBU  (1  group  garbled)  1140  ITTEM  26th 
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o 


TRIGGER  3.     Trailed  2  heavy  tops  2  light  tops  until 
0100  GOT  26th  at  24-03N  125-42E.    Last  estimated  course 
320  speed  19.    Fire  control  radar  equipped. 

26  0408      CTF  77  to  CTF  38,  G0M3HDFLT,  info  CTG  38.1  and  38.2, 
ALL  INTERESTED  CURRENT  OPERATIONS  SOV/ESPAO . 

Converted  class  ISE  battleship,  following  position  close 
by  MEDELLIN  ISLAND,  which  is  west  of  northern  tip  of 
CSBU.    1st  course  280  then  shifted  to  240.    Last  course 
southerly.    Speed  12-15  knots.     1  damaged  OA  1  DD  11-40 
North  123-45  East  KODLJNG.     2  DD  11-25  North  124-05  East 
Course  2?0  speed  25.     Time  of  contacts  1140  and  11301. 

26  0515      CTU  77.4.2  to  CTG  77.4  info  C0M7THFLEET,  CQM3KDFLT ■ 

Summary  operations  DKABDE  25th  all  times  I  (-9).  B27  _IV. 
C  39.  D  19.  E.  48  tons,  49  torpedoes.    104  rockets  F9  FM, 
7  TBM  G  3  FM,  1  TBM,  H  14  pilots  12  crewmen  (Posits  of 
down  personnel  all  previously  reported  possibility  some 

salvos  from  15  miles  at  0850.  L  1  BB  FUXM  LFTH  torpedo 
and  2  bomb  hits  11-40  N  126- 35E  in  mornTng7"T~BB  and  1  CA 
south  of  PANA0N  ISLAND  at  0530  with  bomb  hits,  1  BB 
torpedo  hit  1  M0GAMI  CA  and  several  DD*S  hit  with  rockets 
50  calibre  and  GP  bombs  as  enemy  force  retired,  4  BB,  2  CA, 
3  CL  7  DD  last  seen  limping  TGTJ    BERNARDINO  with  2  BB 
trailing  oil  and  3  ships  lagging  behind,  in  contact  with 
this  force  all  day  at  one  time  too  close  for  comfort. 
M  1  JILL  force  6  ZEKES  3  OSCARS  3  NTJJ0S  1  VAL  1  JAKE  target, 
0  4  single  engine  target,  special  additional  at  1700 
intercepted  20  tO  30  attacking  planes  shot  down  16  same. 
A  big  day  for  little  fellows. 

26  0710      CTF  77  to  C0M3RDFLT  info  CINCPAO 

Losses  yesterday  including  crash  landings  on  LEYTE  fields 
amounted  to  about  130  planes  total  for  carrier  groups  now 
present.  8  carriers  and  all  escorts  need  fuel  gasoline 
bombs  and  torpedoes.     SUV.^NNEE  has  severe  structural 
damage  flight  deck  and  bridge  out  of  commission.  SANTEE 
severe  structural  damage  including  torpedo  hit  but  is  in 
full  operating  condition.    Other  vessels  have  only  minor 
damage.     SANTEE  has  buried  9  dead  SANGAMON  2  ROWELL  1  and 
SUWANNEE  55  not  including  those  lost  in  attack  just  rec- 
eived.   Many  critically  injured.    Following  vessels  of 
Task  Unit  77.4.3  believed  sunk.     SAINT  L0  (Ex-MIDrAY) 
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26  O838 


GAMBIER  BAY  HOEL  JOHNSTON  and  ROBERTS.    HEHRMAN  and 
DENNIS  enroute  KOSSOL.    J  C  BUTLER  and  RAYMOND  at 
LFYTE.    Due  low  availability  aircraft  and  shortage  fuel 
and  supplies  recommend  escort  carriers  be  withdrawn  to 
MANUS  today.    Is  approve  request  J  C  BUTLER  RABtOND 
HEERMAN  and  DENNIS  be  directed  to  rendezvous  with  me. 


CQM3RDFLT  to  CTG  38.2,  38,3  info  00MIN0H.  CINCPAC,  ■ 
tg:gVs  3RD  FLEET .  Afcoti  UlM.  ALL  CONC^NED 
OPERATIONS .  


ALL  TFC'Sfc'. 
AC~ 


Task  Group  38.2  after  fueling  on  27  October  proceed  to 
arrive  northwest  corner  area  CONDOR  Lat  13-55  North  Long 
127-45  East  at  0600  I(-9)  28  October.  Para.    Task  Group 
38.3  proceed  after  dark  27  October  to  arrive  same  position 
at  same  time.    Para.  OomBatPac  in  WASHINGTON  with  MASS- 
ACHUSETTS AND  ALABAMA  report  to  ComTaskGroup  38.3  for 
duty.    Para.    When  directed  on  28  Ootober  Task  Group  38.3 
proceed  ULITHI  to  arrive  prior  dark  30  Ootober.  Fuel 
rearm  provision.  Grant  availability  all  units  as  required. 
WIPLVMIOUK  38.3  RFS  HATN    4  November.  Para.  Orders  for 
movement  Task  Group  38.2  after  rendezvous  later. 

26  1125      CINCSOWESPAO  AREA  vis  C0M7TKFLT  to  COMINCH  info  CNO, 
CINCPAC,  C0M30PAC.  

Jap  naval  units  now  retiring  under  air  attack.    Of  enemy 
force  estimated  to  comprise  at  least  2  BB  3  Cruisers  7  DD 
which  was  engaged  in  SURIGAO  STRAIT  night  24/25  8  units 
reported  sunk.    Remaining  units  retiring  westward  reported 
on  25th  and  26th.    PT*S  and  ALBERT  W  GRANT.  DD  649.  Damaged 
but  proceeding.    Jap  force  of  approximately  3  or  4  BB 
9  Cruisers  12  DD  which  advanced  through  SAN  BERNARDINO 
STRAIT  to  attack  OTES  OFF  LEYTE  RETIRED  ON  reverse  route 
having  lost  1  cruiser  and  probably  1  DD.    Most  remaining 
ships  this  force  damaged  and  under  repeated  air  attacks 
on  26th  in  SIBUYAN  SEA  and  TAB LAS  STRAIT.    Northern  Jap 
carrier  group disengaged .    No  complete  report  of  damage 
inflicted.    LEYTE  beach  and  CTES  subjected  to  heavy  land 
based  air  attacks.    4  ships  in  harbor  damaged.  Damaged 
BLUE  CVES  proceeding  MANUS.     6  BB  3  OA  2  CL  15  DD  deployed 
in  LEYTE  GULB.    Close  cover  group  of  1  CA  1  CL  6  DD  in 
area.    Remaining  CTES  with  escorts  also  in  LEYTE  GULF, 
TACLOBAN  and  DULAG  strips  being  used  emergency  operations. 
No  further  information  of  damage  to  our  foroes. 
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26  132?      CTF  77  to  G0M3RDFLT,  CTG, 38.2,  CTG-  38.4,  OTP  38  Info 
OTG  77-4,   CINCPAC,   COM INCH. 

For  tomorrow  request  12  YF  aircraft  for  combat  air  patrol 
be  maintained  over  objective  area  from  0545  I  (-9)  to 
dusk  to  augment  target  combat  air  patrol  provided  by  CVES, 
Planes  report  to  PEPSICOLA  BASE  on  VHF  142.02  primary  and 
142.74  secondary.     Estimate  minimum  of  200  enemy  aircraft 
over  objective  area  today  not  including  large  numbers 
over  CVES.    Due  to  losses  and  damage,  CVES  unable  to  pro- 
vide adequate  air  cover  or  fighter  sweeps.    In  addition 
request  fighter  sweeps  on  airfields  in  western  VISAYAS 
with  primary  objective  destruction  enemy  aircraft  and 
aircraft  facilities. 


27  0033 


C0M3RDFLT  to  CTG  38.4  info  COMINCH,  CINCPAC,  ALL  TFQ'S&TGO'S 
3RD  FLEET,  ALL  CONCERNED  SOWESPAC  OPERATIONS. 

On  28  and  29  carrier  task  group  38.4  continue  to  operate 
east  of  SAMAR,    MP  VIIX  support  for  LEYTE  operations  as 
requested  by  ComTasFor  77  and  strike  shipping  aircraft 
and  air  installations  targets  of  opportunity  within  range 
XART.T  Operations  .    Task  Group  38.2  will  be  directed  join 
you  about  noon  28  October. 
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26  1345     COM3rdFLT  to  CINCFAC,  CINCSOWESPAC  info  COMINCH,  ALL  TFC'S 
3RDFLT,  CTF  77,  COM7THFLT. 

■  SECRET  I  Cruiser  or  large  DD  sunk  by  Task  Group  34.5  light 
*  forces  at  0145  1  (-9)  25th  posit  13-02  north  124-54  east. 
You  have  Task  Force  38  report  252357.    Ho  word  yet  on  today1 s 
strikes  by  Task  Groups  38.1  and  38,2  on  force  retiring 
through  Sibuyan  Sea  and  towards  Palawan.     2  POW  survivors 
picked  up  off  Samaw  state  HARUNA  and  KONGO  included  in  force 
which  sort led  San  Bernadino.    1  states  he  is  SUZUYA  survivor 


and  that  KUMANO  also  sunk  off  Samar. 
and  tired. 


Both  FOWs  unreliable 


26  1430    UNKNOWN  PLANE  7IA  RADIO  HOLLANDIA  to  ANY  OR  ALL  US  SHIPS. 

CONFIDENTTMi.    At  11  degrees  north  130  east  3  battleships  3 
heavy  cruisers  6  destroyers  heading  160  degrees. 

26  1443  v  CTF  77  to  CINCSOWESPAC  INFO  ALL  TGC T S  3RDELT ,  C0M7THFLT, 
C0M3RDFLT  ,  G INCP/VC  ,  COMINCH ,  ALL  TFC  '  S  3RDFLT  ,  ALL  TGC  ' C 
7THFLT.  ALL  TFC'S  7THFLT. 

-pBCREg-.    Further  details  are  now  available  concerning  the 
battle  fought  yesterday  between  our  CVE  covering  Group  of 
16  CVE's  with  accompanying  escort  of  DD's  and  DE's  to  the 
eastward  of  Leyte  Gulf  and  a  strong  enemy  surface  force  now 
estimated  as  4  SB's  8  OA's  and  CL's  7  or  more  DD's  which 
sortied  through  San  Bernadino  Strait.    In  this  action  our 
CVE  group  turned  back  and  defeated  a  heavy  surface  force 
which  was  supported  by  strong  shore  based  air.    The  attacking 
enemy  force  was  able  to  close  our  slower  CVE  force  but  was 
turned  back  by  air  attacks  from  CVE's  only  to  return  again 
and  was  driven  off  the  2nd  time  retreating  through  San  Berna- 
dino straits.    On  the  basis  of  incomplete  reports  the  fol- 
lowing damage  was  inflicted  on  the  enemy,    4  torpedo  hits  in 
a  BB  and  1  CA  stopped  and  burning  while  the  enemy  was  in  the 
Mindanao  Sea,     Off  Samar  at  least  2  BB's  were  hit  by  torpedoes 
and  1  CA  stopped  dead.    No  report  on  enemy  planes  destroyed. 
This  does  not  include  damage  inflicted  on  the  enemy  by  many 
planes  which  were  forced  to  land  on  Leyte  fields.     Our  losses 
CVE  SAINT  LO  (Former  MIDWAY)  sunk.     CVE  CAMBTER  BAY,  DD  HALL 
and  DD  JOHNSTON  plus'  DE  ROBERTS  missing  since  bombardment  by 
enemy  surface  forces  and  presumed  sunk.    Damaged.  CVE'S 
SANGAMON,  SUWANEE  and  SANTEE  all  hit  by  suicide  crash  planes. 
SANTEE  also  hit  by  torpedo.    FANSHAW  and  KITKUN  BAY  hit  and 
fires  started.    Personnel  casualties  on  sunk  and  missing  ships 
undetermined.    Known  dead  on  damaged  ships  67.    Many  injured. 
Our  aircraft  losses  about  130  planes  from  all  causes  including 
crash  landings  on  Leyte  fields.    Cap  over  Leyte  Gulf.  During 
morning  sweep  a  KUMA  class  cruiser  was  hit  with  bombs  amid- 
ships and  on  the  stern  and  left  circling  in  posit  11-25  north 
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124-05  east.    Para.    Some  further  Information  is  also 
available  on  the  surface  action  between  our  surface  forces 
and  those  of  the  enemy  in  Suragao  Strait  night  of  24-25 
October,    force  of  30  PTfs  operating  in  lower  Suragao  Strait 
report  that  visual  and  Radar  contacts  indicate  the  enemy 
force  consisted  of  about  18  ships  including  1  BB  and  2 
cruisers.     Of  9  torpedoes  fired  by  these  PT*s  2  hits  were 
made.    1  on  DD  and  1  on  DD  dead  in  water  alongside  burning 
hulk.    PT  493  was  sunk  2  others  heavily  damaged  plus  minor 
damage  to  many  others.    PT  personnel  casualties  4  killed 
20  wounded.    On  the  basis  of  information  now  available  believe 
that  former  report  of  at  least  8  ships  of  all  types  sunk  was 
conservative,    para.    Unloading  of  follow  up  echelon  1ST  and 
Liberty  ships  progressing  satisfactorily  ships  in  Leyte  Gulf 
have  been  under  intermittent  air  attack  throughout  the  day 
with  no  damage  reported.    Estimate  200  enemy  planes  over 
leyte  area  today.    This  does  not  Include  plane  attacking  over 
CVE's. 


26  2355    CTU  77.4.3  to  CTF  77.  CTG  77.4  info  COMINCH.  CINCPAC,  C0MAIR- 
PAG .  CINOSOWESPAC .  C0M7THFLT .  C0M3RDFLT . 


-BE0RES-.    Main  enemy  body  sighted  by  a  SS  as  per  my  contact 
report  at  06531  (-9)  October  25.    For  over  2  and  1/2  hours 
this  force  was  subjected  to  enemy  BB  CA  and  DD  gun  and 
torpedo  attack.    We  were  hit  numerous  times.     GAMBIER  BAY 
had  1  engine  put  out  of  commission  dropped  back  and  must 
have  been  sunk  by  enemy  gunfire  plus  H0EL  JOHNSTON  and 
ROBERTS.    Remaining  5  CVE  emerged  from  this  ordeal  damaged 
but  able  to  maintain  16  knots.    About  1  hour  20  minutes 
later  6  enemy  suicide  dive  bombers  attacked.    Attack  had  to 
be  seen  to  be  believed.    3  planes  hit  by  AA  narrowly  missed 
ships,     1  hit  port  catwalk  of  KITKUN  BAT.    1  skidded  length 
of  KALININ  BAT  flight  deck  over  bow.    1  went  thru  deck  of 
SAINT  L0  which  shortly  blew  up.    Preliminary  reports  from 
such  of  our  men  or  pilots  as  are  in  company  show  following 
definite  results  by  our  planes,    1  OA  seen  to  blow  up  and 
sink.    1  CA  hit  by  2  torpedoes  and  2  near  misses  later  ob- 
served on  its  side.     3  more  CA  torpedoed.     1  BB  damaged.  The 
rest  got  away  from  us.    This  unit  together  with  planes  of 
Task  Units  77.4.1  and  77.4.2  turned  back  enemy  fleet  before 
any  other  of  our  forces  could  attack.    The  remaining  ships 
of  my  division  require  extensive  navy  yard  repairs  before 
combat  duty.    Preliminary  report  of  casualties  of  ships 
now  with  me.    10  killed  59  wounded.     I  understand  800  SAINT 
L0  survivors  have  been  picked  up.    Detailed  report  later. 


27  0050    C0M3RDFLT  to  CTG  38.2  Info  COMINCH.  CINCPAC.  ALL  TPC  AND 

TGC  3RD  FIT.  ALL  CONCERNED  SOWESPAC  OPERATIONS.  COIvBATDIV  9 


After  effecting  rendezvous  on  28  October,    Uy  260838,  And 
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when  directed  Task  Group  38.2  proceed  to  join  Task  Group 
38.4  as  soon  as  practicable  on  28  October  in  position 
east  of  SAMAR.    After  joining  operate  on  28  and  29  October 
as  directed  by  CTG  38.4.    See  my  270033.    Para,  After 
joining  direct  ComBatDiv  9  in  SOUTH  DAKOTA  report  to  CTG 
38.4  for  temporary  duty. 

27  0221    UNKNOWN  to  C0M3RDFLT  Info  CINC  SOWESPAC.  CINCPAC.  COMINCH. 

COM  ALLIED  AIRFOR ,   COM  5TH  AIRFOR,   CTG  38.4,   38.1.  38.3, 

38.2,  ctf  38,  ctg  77.4   

Present  situation  LEYTE  GULP  Area.    Danger  from  further 
enemy  surface  attack  considered  remote  unless  enemy  gains 
control  of  the  air.    Our  control  of  air  not  satisfactory. 
Enemy  air  has  been  attacking  in  force  for  past  3  days 
disrupting  our  unloading,  fueling  and  rearming  operations. 
Activation  flying  fields  delayed  as  result  enemy  air- 
raids.   Heavy  combat  air  patrol  required  and  strikes  at 
enemy  air  fields  until  enemy  air  strength  is  materially 
reduced.    Support  of  at  least  1  and  preferably  2  fast 
carrier  groups  required  until  we  have  control  of  the  air. 
On  28  Oct  remaining  CVE's  must  refuel  and  can  supply  no 
planes.    Army  air  squadrons  moving  in  to  fields  today 
but  doubtful  when  their  operations  can  become  sufficiently 
effective  due  difficult  field  conditions.    More  later  on 
this  subject. 

2?  0630    COM  AIRFORCE  13  to  COM  FAR  EAST  AIR  FORCE  Info  CINCSOWESPAC, 
COKAIRFORCB  5,   CINCPOA,   C0K5THFLT,   CQM3RDFLT ,  ROYAL 

AUSTRALIAN  AIRFORCE  NORTHWEST  AREA,  COM  ALLIED  NAVAL 
FORCES  COM  AIRNORSOIS,  C0M7THFLT ,  BOKCOM  13,  1ST  TAG 
RAAF,   310  B0MBV.'IN&1  FITCOM  T5 

Preliminary  report  26  October  all  times  Item.     47  Libera- 
tors of  the  5th  and  307  Groups  attacked  naval  units  in 
PHILIPPINES  from  10000  fleet.     Each  aircraft  dropped  3 
half  tonners  or  2  half  tonners  and  1  quarter  tonner.  14 
planes  bombed  1  BB  identified  from  photos  Tamato  Class  at 
1056  scoring  2  direct  hits,  remainder  of  bombs  bracketed 
vessel.     13  planes  scored  2  direct  hits  and  many  near 
misses  on  BB  Kongo  Class,    Ships  in  convoy  with  5  OA's  or 
CL*s  and  5  DD*s,    10-45  North  121-35  East  heading  150 
degrees  speed  20  knots.    AA  intense  heavy  medium  and  very 
accurate.     1  plane  exploded  over  target  and  1  Liberator 
missing  believed  to  be  down  over  PHILIPPINES.     19  planes 
attacked  CL  and  DD  at  09-00  North  122-35  East  heading  30 
degrees  speed  15-20  knots.    The  CL  Eama  Class  was  crippled 
and  set  on  fire  with  4  direct  hits,  1  fire  and  explosion 
on  bridge,  2  explosions  amid-ships ,  1  explosion  and  fire 
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at  stern.     1  plane  "bombed  1  OA  at  11-30  North  120-06  East 
at  1120.    No  direct  hits  on  vessel, 

2?  0650    COM3RDFLT  to  CTF  38  Info  ALL  TGCfS  OF  TF  38,  CINCPOA, 
£INC30WESPAC 

Refer  to  CINCSOWESPAC  CX  19459  (131320)  and  CINCPOA 
152259.    It  is  desired  that  the  above  and  other  un- 
completed and  required  photography  of  LUZON  be  accomplished 
as  early  as  possible.    Due  to  preparations  for  future  opera- 
tions it  is  expected  that  period  5-9  November  Is  only  time 
feasible.    Desire  you  submit  as  soon  as  praeticalbe  the 
amount  of  photography  LUZON  now  completed  and  that  yet  to 
have  completed  latter  to  include  requirements  of  above 
reference.    By  this  despatch  Task  Group  Comdrs  Task  Force 
38  directed  to  submit  their  reports  of  photo  completion 
LUZON  to  ComTaskForce  38  as  soon  as  possible. 

27  1200    TU  71.12.5  to  C0M3RDFLT.  CQMSUBPAC.  ONE  GARBLED  ADEE 

2  small  groups  ships  moving  east  from  CORON  BAY  this 
morning  suggest  use  that  spot  refuel  and  train  suggest 
recconaissance  plane  GUITARRO 

27  1625     CTG  38.4  to  CTF  77  Info  COMAAF  FORWARD  HDQTRS  AT  LEYTE. 
CTF  38,  CTG  38.2,   CTG  77.4.   C0K3RDFLT ,  CINCSWPA 

Will  have  4  VF-N  on  station  at  0530  (I)   (-9).  Will 
have  first  TCAP  of  20  VF  on  station  at  0630  (I). 
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25  2232    MARSHALL  to  CINCPOA ,  COMG3NPOA.  ALL  THEATER  AMD  BASE 
COMMANDEffsT 

W-52150-25TH      Effective  24  October  1944  the  CHINA  BURMA 
INDIA  Theater  has  been  divided  into  2  theaters:    A.  The 
CHINA  Theater.    B.    The  INDIA  BURMA  Theater.    Para  Major 
General  A.  C.  WEDEKEYER  is  appointed  Commanding  General  US 
Forces  CHINA  Theater.    The  CHINA  Theater  includes  CHINA 
proper  and  INDO  CHINA  but  excludes  FORMOSA  and  HAINAN.  Head- 
quarters of  the  CHINA  Theater  is  at  CHUNGKING  CHI AN.  Para 
Lieut  General  Daniel  I  Sultan  is  appointed  Commanding  General 
US  Forces  INDIA  BURMA  Theater.    The  INDIA  BURMA  Theater 
includes  INDIA,  BURMA ,  THAILAND,  the  MALAY  PTlNINSULA,  and 
SUMATRA.    Headquarters  of  the  INDIA  BURMA  Theater  are  at 
NEW  DELHI  INDIA.     Para    Except  for  the  former  CHINA  BURMA 
INDIA  Theater  (now  the  INDIA  BURMA  Theater  and  CHINA  Theater) 
no  theater  boundaries  are  affected  by  this  change. 

25  1935    CINCPAC  to  COM3RDFLT,  CTF  38,  CTG  38.1 ,38.2 ,38.3 ,38.4 ,CTF  34 

CTG  34.5. 

In  submitting  action  reports  for  period  commencing  22  Octo- 
ber and  ending  on  next  return  to  port  include  copies  of  all 
messages  sent  and  received  which  pertains  to  combat 
operations . 

26  0750    MACARTHUR  to  COM  ALLIED  AIRFOR,  COM  3RD  FLT .  COM  ALLIED 

NAVgOR,  Info  COMAIRFQR  5,  310  BOMB  VflNft.  ALL  TG*B  TF  77, 
ALL  TG'F  TF  38,  ALL  T'G'S  TF  79,  CTF  77 ,  CTF  ,  ALL  TG  +  S 
TF  78,  CTF'S  77,  78,  79. 

CITE  CX-5IO53    Reference  ComAAFs  number  AX-0579,  26th  and 
GHQ,  radio  CX-19624,  time  group  170827,  authorizes  Allied  Air 
Forces  to  attack  hostile  air  and  shipping  In  the  VISAYAS 
west  of  a  specified  line.    This  area  is  extended  to  include 
all  the  SIBUYAN  SEA  west  of  124-05  degrees  east  longitude. 
Commander  Allied  Naval  Forces  anc  Com  3rd  Fleet  are  cautioned 
to  notify  Commander  Allied  Air  Forces  when  friendly  Naval 
surface  units  proceed  west  of  this  line. 

27  0652    MACARTHUR  to  CMDR  ALLIED  NAVAL  FORCES,  CDR  ALLIED  AIR  FORCES. 

COM  3RD  FLT,  CG  6TH  US  ARMY,  CG  8TH  US  ARMY,  300  BOMBV/INGT 
CTF  77  Info  GHQ,  SWPX 

CAX  II404    As  provided  in  paragraph  3D(5)  and  paragraph 
3E(1)  (d) ,  Operations  Instructions  Number  70,  this  head- 
quarters, dated  21  September  1944,  the  Commander  Allied  Air 
Forces  will  assume  the  mission  of  direct  air  support  in  the 
LEYTE-SAMAR  area  at  1600  I (-9)  27  October.  Operational 
control  of  land  based  naval  aircraft  remaining  in  the  LEYTE 
area  will  pass  to  the  Commander  Allied  Air  Forces  at  1600  I 
(-9)  27  October,  and  will  continue  as  long  as  land  based 
naval  aircraft  are  present  in  the  area. 
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27  1329Z  MACARTHUR  to  COM  3RD  FLEET.  COMDR  ALLIED  NAVAL  FORCES. 

OOKDR  ALLIED  AIR  FORCES ,  CINCPOA,  CG  6TH  ARMY,  CG  8TH  ARMY, 
COMAAF  5.  COMAAF  13.  COM  308  BOMBWING,  TASK  FORCES  AND  TASK 
GROUPS  OF  TF  38,  TF  77  AND  ALL  TASK  GROUPS  THEREOF.  ADV 
ECHELON  GWI 

CX  51126    Effective  upon  receipt  of  this  radio,  the  attack: 
of  all  land  targets  in  the  PHILIPPINE  archipelago  is  allo- 
cated to  the  Allied  Air  Forces  Southwest  Pacific  Area.  Air 
forces  3rd  Fleet,  including  7th  Air  Force,  will  not  attack 
land  targets  in  the  PHILIPPINE  archipelago  or  in  the  South- 
west Pacific  Area  except  after  specific  coordination  with 
GHQ  SWPA  in  each  instance. 

27  1045    CTF  77  to  CTG  38.4  Info  CTF  38,  CTG  38.2.  CTG  77.4.  C0M3RD 
FLT,  CINCSOWESPAC .  COM  ARMY  AIR  FOR  FWD  HDQJTS  LEYTE. 

For  tomorrow  request  16  VF  aircraft  for  combat  air  patrol 
be  maintained  over  objective  area  from  0545  I  (-9)  to  dusk. 
Planes  report  to  PEPSRDOLA  base  on  VHF  142.02  primary  and 
142.74  secondary.    In  addition  request  strikes  as  practic- 
able on  enemy  air  fields  to  reduce  their  air  strength 
Raids  continued  today  but  reduced  in  intensity  believed  due 
to  fast  carrier  stfikes, 

27  1640    COM  3RD  FLT  to  CTF  38,  CTG  38.1.  CTG  38.2.  CTG  38.3.  CTG 
38.4*7" 

Refer  Gen  Hdqts  SoWesPA  271329  (HF  5265).  Comply. 

27  0649    CINCPAC  to  COM  3RD  FLEET  Info  C PUNCH  &  CNO,  CTF  38.  CTG 
38.1,  38.2,  38.3,   38.4,  COMAIRPAC.  COMFWDAREA.  C0MAIR~7TH 
FLEET  (LOGISTICS). 

ComAirPac  will  sail  COPAHEE  from  PEARL  for  GUAM  departing 
28  October  with  personnel  CVG  81  embarked.    This  group  will 
be  kept  intact  and  is  available  for  relief  such  CVG  as  Com 
3rd  Fleet  may  direct  retaining  pilots  of  relieved  group 
with  less  than  3  months  combat  to  augment  other  CVG's.  Para. 
Aircraft  status  of  30  October  follows:     In  ENIWETOK-MAJTTRO 
pool  none.    In  MANUS  pool  including  loads  enroute  in  CVE 
98  and  AKV  2  Hellcats  82,  Avengers  94,  Helldivers  56  and 
Wildcats  200.     In  GUAM  pool  none.     Enroute- GUAM  in  CVE  1, 
12  and  23,  Hellcats  60,  Avengers  43,  Helldivers  34  and  Wild- 
cats 22,    Combat  ready  in  CVE's  16,  20,  85,  86,  87  and  88, 
Hellcats  285  including  23  VFN,  Avengers  78,  Helldivers  47. 
Part  2  para.    All  available  CarQual  pilots  have  gone  forward 
to  MANUS.    Since  1  September  following  have  been  made  avail- 
able to  MANUS  pool  and  replacement  CVE's  Hellcat  166,  Wild- 
cats 114,  Helldivers  109,  Avengers  119,  present  locations 
above  not  known  due  lack  of  information  numbers  on  replace- 
ment CVE's  and  numbers  already  distributed  to  airgroups. 
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27  0221    OTP  77  to  COM  3RD  FIT  Info  CINC  SOWESPAC ,  C INC FAG .  COMINCH, 

CPU  ALLIED  AIRFOR,  COM  5TH  AIRFOR.  CTG  38.4.  38.1,  38.3,  38.2, 

ctf  53,  cfrG  77.4.  ^  *  1    1  

Present  situation  LEYTE  GULF  area.    Danger  from  further  enemy 
surface  attack  considered  remote  unless  enemy  gains  control 
of  the  air.     Our  control  of  the  air  not  satisfactory.  Enemy 
air  has  been  attacking  force  for  past  3  days  disrupting  our 
unloading,  fueling  and  rearming  operations,  Activiation 
flying  fields  delayed  as  result  enemy  airraids.    Heavy  combat 
air  patrol  required  and  strikes  at  enemy  air  fields  until 
enemy  air  strength  is  materially  reduced.    Support  of  at 
least  1  and  preferably  2  fast  carrier  groups  required  until 
we  hare  control  of  the  air.    On  28  Oct  remaining  CVE's  must 
refuil  and  can  supply  no  planes.    Army  air  squadrons  moving 
in  to  fields  today  but  doubtful  when  their  operations  can 
become  sufficiently  effective  due  difficult  field  conditions. 
More  later  on  this  subject. 

27  0353    CINCPAC  to  C0M3RDFLEET  Info  COMINCH,  COMAIRPAC ,  COMSERVPAC , 
COMSBRON  10,  ALL  TEC  3RD  FLEETT 

This  summarizes  status  arrangements  for  replenishment  at 
ULITHI.    Para.    Approximately  180,000  barrels  avgas  in  tank- 
ers GULFFORT  and  SAN  LUIS  OBISPO  ETA  27  October.  650,000 
barrels  fuel  oil  in  floating  storage  and  2  commercial  tankers 
with  all  fleet  AO  in  port  presumed  full.    500,000  barrels 
fuel  in  convoy  5  tankers  ETA  27  October.     98,000  barrels 
ETA  1  November  1  PAN  AMOCO.     500,000  barrels  in  convoy  de- 
parting ENIWETOK  28  October  ETA  ULITHI  2  November.  Tanker 
convoys  approximately  500,000  barrels  each  arriving  every  5 
days  thereafter.     290,000  barrels  in  tank  farm  KWA JALEIN . 
HESHANIC  CACAPON  and  NIOBRARA  available  at  MANUS  presumably 
with  full  standard  loads  plus  130,000  barrels  in  floating 
storage.    Approximately  1,000,000  barrels  emergency  reserve 
TTJLAGI  ESPIRITU  SANTO  available  to  your  oilers.    Para.  Fresh 
provisions:    BOREAS  now  at  ULITHI  and  THADEWIND  ETA  29  Oct 
will  provide  estimated  21  days  rations.    Dry  provisions: 
Vessels  now  at  ULITHI  plus  AZIMECH  ETA  1  Nov  will  provide 
estimated  36  days  rations.    G-SK,  including  IC  engine  spares 
and  class  16,  regular  clothing,  ships  store  stock  and  medi- 
cal stores  in  vessels  now  at  ULITHI.    Special  winter  clothing 
and  flight  clothing  available  in  AMERICAN  BUILDER  ETA  ULITHI 
8  Nov.    Aviation  supply:     GRUMIUM  no*  at  ULITHI  completely 
stocked  with  necessary  aviation  spares,  FORTUNE  ETD  ROI  4 
Nov  for  ULITHI  similarly  loaded.    Para.    Ammunition  including 
bombs  for  4  groups  available  ships  now  at  ULITHI  and  in  MT 
HOOD  at  MANUS  and  RANIER  ETA  3  November.    In  addition  you 
may  draw  on  shore  stocks  MARIANAS  and  ETHIOPIAN  VICTORY  which 
is  loaded  for  PALAU  for  2000  GP  1000  AP  and  SAP  and  .50  cal. 
144  aircraft  torpedoes  available  TERROR  and  HAMLIN.  About 
200  other  forward  area  tenders.    24  enroute  in  COPAHEE.  50 
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boxed  and  deck  loaded  in  each  of  TALTFGA  and  AUCILLA  from 
PEARL  and  Coast.     Other  ammunition  ships  are  enroute  to 
maintain  reserres  in  forward  area.    Aircraft  and  pilot 
situation  in  separate  dispatch. 
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2?  1147    CTF  77  to  COMINCH  Info  OINCS'/JPA.  CINCPAC,  C0M3RDFLE5T , 
GOM7THFLEST .  ATX  TFC  AMD  TGC  3RD  AND  7TH  FLS3TS , 


On  the  26th  CVE  covering  group  (TG  77.4}  despite  battle 
losses  suffered  on  the  preceeding  day  continued  to  cover 
our  forces  in  the  LEYTE  GULF  AREA  and  launched  strikes 
in  the  CAM0TE3  SEA.     1  enemy  GL  was  hit  with  4-500  pound 
bombs  and  1  torpedo  and  1  DD  confirmed  sunk  after  straffing 
attack  believe  it  or  not.    Other  attacks  as  yet  unreported. 
About  1100  our  CV3,S  were  attacked  by  enemy  planes.  After 
combat  patrol  had  shot  down  4  of  group  8  or  10  planes  nips 
began  a  series  of  suicide  dives.    3  shot  down  by  ships 
gunfire.     1  landed  on  flight  deck  3UWAKNEE  among  parked 
planes.    Severe  damage  to  ship  and  planes.    Many  personnel 
casualties  number  undetermined.     DE  ROWELL  of  CVE  group 
about  0900  sighted  periscope  and  attacked.    Fuel  oil  and 
debris  kept  rising  during  the  day.     Claim  WNP.  Cruiser 
and  Destroyer  group  having  replenished  fuel  and  ammunition 
after  the  3URIGA0  STRAIT  action  is  now  with  CVE  covering 
group.    Fast  Carriers  of  3rd  Fleet  are  now  providing  close 
support  of  LEYTE  area.    Enemy  air  raids  continued  today 
but  with  reduced  intensity  attributed  to  the  effectiveness 
3rd  Fleet  Fast  Carrier  strikes  against  the  enemy  air  fields. 
More  accurate  information  is  now  available  on  the  results 
of  the  night  battle  of  3URIGAQ  STRAIT  starting  early  morning 
of  25  October.    As  the  enemy  force  which  attempted  to  force 
entry  into  LEYTE  GULF  via  the  SURIGAO  STRAIT  2  BB  2  CA 
2  CL  and  10  DD  only  1  CA  1  GL  and  4  DD  got  out  the  way  they 
came  in.     2  BB  identified  as  YAMASHIRO  and  FUSO  1  CA  1  CL 
and  6  DD  were  definitely  sunk  by  the  combined  torpedo  attack 
of  our  PT*s  and  Destroyers  and  the  gunfire  of  our  Battle- 
ships and  Cruisers.    The  remaining  CA  CL  and  DD*s  were 
placed  under  heavy  air  attack  the  following  morning  and 
reported  as  being  badly  damaged  and  probably  sunk.  Cleared 
with  MACARTHUR. 


27  1700     COM3 RDF LT  to  CINCPAC,  CINCoOWESFAC  info  COMINCH.  ALL  TFC3 
3RDFLT,  C0M7THFLT.  CTF  77. 


Photos  of  force  in  SI BUY AN  SEA  at  241215  I  (-9)  show  2 
YAMATO  2  KONGO  1  NAGATO.     2  MOGAMI  2  AGAGO  1  NACHI  1 
unident  CA.    1  AGANO  1  UNIDENT  cruiser.    13  DDs  reestimate 
2  or  3  CL  and  several  Destroyers  not  in  the  main  body 
where  operating  in  the  31 BUY AN  SEA  from  the  23rd.  Para. 
1st  sighting  morning  of  26th  enemy  main  body  off  east 
MINDORO  consisted  4  BB  3  CA  3  CL  10  DDs.     1  damaged  CA  and 
1  DD  near  masbate.     2  DDs  off  north  CEBU.     1  damaged  cruiser 
13  north  122  east.    TaskGroup  33.1  and  TaskGroup  38.2 
strikes  thereafter  sunk  1  AGANO.    Probably  sunk  1  MOGAMI 
off  south  MINDORO.    Damaged  1  YAMATO  1  NAGATO  1  KONGO  1 
NACHI  2  CL  and  5  DDs.    Also  sunk  1  large  CVS  east  of  PANAY, 
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believed  to  be'  ship  reported  as  I3E  class , BB.    15  air- 
craft shot  down  and  16  destroyed  on  ground.    Also  MAVIS 
shot  by  5  night  VF.    Own  losses  10  planes  combat  7  operation- 
al.   Para.    Task  group  38.3  and  Task  Group  38.4  preliminary 
report  for  27th,     1  CA  off  south  MIND0R0  attacked  by 
search  planes  while  making  24  knots  left  dead  in  water 
and  could  not  be  found  shortly  later  by  VFB.    2  DDs  damaged 

1  beached.    Task  Force  38  LETTS  CAP  shot  down  1  of  7  ZEKES. 

2  relay  planes  over  MARINDUQUE  waded  into  and  splashed  5  of 
40  to  50  OSCARS  and  ZEKES.    Large  transport  and  many  AKS 
seen  in  MANILA.     3  CL  and  2  DD  heading  towards  MANILA  BAY 
at  0830.    Para.    Following  related  by  P0W  seaman  1st  class 
from  SUZUYA.    Attack  force  under  CinC  2nd  Fleet  composed 
TAMAT0  MUSA3HI  NAGAT0  HARUNA  and  KONGO.     10  CA  CruDivs  4, 

5  and  7.    N0SHLR0  and  13  DDs .    Sort  led  LINGGA  22nd  high 
speed.    Night  of  23d  AT AGO  and  MATA  sunk  TAKA0  damaged 
dropped  out  of  formation  possibly  sunk.     CinC  2nd  shifted 
flag  ATAG0  to  YAMAT0 .     5  BB  7  CA  1  CL  and  13  DDs  entered 
SULU  SEA.    MUSASHI  and  1  or  2  CA  heavily  damaged  24th  and 
not  again  seen  or  heard  of  by  POW.    4  BB  included  in  force 
which  sortied  SAN  BERNARDINO  (photos  of  Task  Group  38.1 
confirm  this).    SUZUYA  sank  at  1330/1  25th.    YAMASHIRO  FUSO 
and  AOBA  transporting  troops  sailed  from  LINGGA  20th  or  21 
st  for  unknown  destination.    MOGAMI  has  been  converted  to 
EC.    Same  as  I3E  and  may  have  been  in  striking  force  sortie. 
CA  1BDKI  joined  fleet  last  July  but  has  not  been  south. 
End  of  P01Y  statements, 

28  0001    CTU  77.4.3  to  CTF  77.  CTG  77.4  info  COMINCB.  CINCPAC 

SUPREME  COUIANDSR  SOVJESPAC  AREA,  C0M3RD  AND  7TH  FLEETS. 
COMAIRPAC. 

This  is  part  1  of  3  parts.    Part  2  is  280006.    Part  3  Is 
280012.    Report  of  CTU  77.4.3  for  25  October  I  (-9).  At 
0653  In  position  50  miles  east  of  3AMAR  main  enemy  body 
sighted  by  ASP  about  15  miles  to  westward.    Almost  immedia- 
tely 1  salvo  from  enemy  seen  fired  and  fell  short.  Ordered 
carriers  to  launch  all  remaining  planes  to  attack  at 
retirement  started  east  into  wind  at  maximum  speed.  Local 
CAP  and  ASP  and  1st  support  group  for  LEYTE  had  been  laun- 
ched.   My  force  6  CVS's  ComCartDiv  25  in  FAN SHAW  BAY  with 
SAINT  L0,  KALININ  BAY,  'MITE  PLAINS,  ComCartDiv  26  in 
KITKUN  BAY  with  GAMBIER  BAY,  3  DD*s  and  4  DErs  as  screen, 
H0SL,  JOHNSTON,  HEERMANN,  DENNIS,  ROBERTS,  RAYMOND,  BUTLER. 
Enemy  force  4  SB's  8  CA  4  CL  8  DDs.    Para.    All  ships 
making  smoke  retiring  and  launching  planes  EETEAT3.  Enemy 
Cruisers  in  VAN  closed  order  25,000  and  3  gun  salvos  struck 
among  rear  ships.    0740  ordered  DD's  and  DET s  attack  with 
torpedoes  and  own  force  remaining  carriers  commenced  firing 
5  inch  when  range  permitted.    Planes  later  reported  1  DE 
sunk  by  enemy  gunfire  while  making  torpedo  attack.  Presum- 
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ably  ROBERTS.    Not  heard  from  since.    Moderate  individual 
ship  maneuvering  toward  and  away  from  last  salvoes  apparent- 
ly prevented  early  heavy  damage  although  many  close  straddles, 
Para.    By  0730  with  main  enemy  body  advancing  on  northern 
side  our  retirement  course  changed  to  south  and  at  0815  to 
southwest.    Enemy  heavy  ships  directly  astern  at  22000  and 
2  cruisers  each  working  forward  on  port  and  starboard  beams 
closing  gradually  to  under  15000.    Cruiser  fire  heavy  from 
both  8  and  6  inch  falling  all  around  all  ships  with  occasional 
big  gun  salvoes.    At  0820  GAMBIER  BAT  reported  being  heavily 
hit  and  lost  1  engine.    Ship  drifted  aft  under  concentrated 
fire.    Since  she  must  have  passed  through  entire  Jap  fleet 
assume  GAMBIER  BAY  did  not  survive  but  was  not  afire  when 
last  seen.    Plane  later  reported  GAMBIER  BAY  being  shelled 
by  enemy  destroyed  at  point  blank  range.    Various  other  ships 
hit  but  remained  in  disposition.    At  0900  DENNIS  hit  and  badly 
damaged  but  stayed  with  us.    At  0919  unidentified  escort  hit 
May  have  been  JOHNSTON  not  heard  from  since.    HOEL  reported 
flooded  forward  and  stopped  to  plug  hole  6  feet  in  diameter 
below  waterline.    Much  other  damage.    Not  heard  from  since. 
Presumed  sunk. 

28  0006    CTU  77*4.3  to  CTF  77 ,  CTG  77.4  info  COMINCH,  CINCPAC. 

SUPREME  COMMANDER  SOWESPAC  AREA.  C0M3RD  AND  7TH  FLEETS. 
COMAIRPAC  


This  is  part  two  of  3  parts.    Part  1  is  280001.    Part  3  is 
280012.    At  0924  Jap  main  body  and  cruisers  now  at  12000 
suddenly  turned  east  to  opposite  course.     It  was  unbelievable. 
Plane  observer  now  reported  many  torpedoes  approaching 
formation  but  stopping  short.    Apparently  full  salvoes  from 
cruisers  or  DD's  to  port.    Para.    In  addition  to  loss  of 
GAMBIER  BAY,  HOEL,  JOHNSTON  and  ROBERTS  to  gunfire,  SAINT  L0, 
KALININ  BAY,  and  FANSHAW  BAY  all  badly  hit  causing  structural 
damage  and  leaving  KALININ  BaY  temporarily  on  1  engine. 
DENNIS  flooded  forward.    HE3CRMANN  flooded  to  frame  42,  Damage 
to  BUTLER  and  RAYMOND  unknown.    Para,    Enemy  heavy  cruisers 
used  colored  splash  with  8  inch  AG  PYE  BB's  with  their  in- 
frequent salvoes.    Both  8  and  6  Inch  salvoes  laddered  in  a 
straight  line  about  300  yards.    Accurate  in  range  but  missing 
in  deflection  possibly  due  to  maneuvering  previously  mentioned. 
Para.    Impossible  to  understand  why  heavy  cruisers  failed  to 
close  in  promptly  or  encircle  force  an(3-  polish  off  this  entire 
outfit.    Only  deterrents  were  5-inch  fire  falling  around 
cruisers  and  dummy  runs  by  torpedo  planes  and  strafing  by 
fighters.    In  any  case  main  enemy  force  had  enough  of  us  and 
broke  off  action.    Para.    In  position  about  20  miles  southeast 
of  SAMAR  this  force  came  under  air  attack  by  suicide  dive 
bombers  beginning  about  1045  and  continuing  until  about  1130. 
No  CAP  was  airborne  over 
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this  force  although  help  had  been  requested.    Own  planes 
long  since  departed  due  to  absence  gas  and  ammunition 
and  our  inability  to  land  them  for  reservicing.    At  1052 
SAINT  L0  was  heavily  hit  by  suicide  plane  diving  into  deck 
and  immediate  large  fire  in  hanger.    Fires  rapidly  out  of 
control  followed  by  extremely  heavy  explosions  probably 
torpedoes  on  hanger  deck  and  magazines,  continuing  for 
several  minutes  and  destroying  RHBQ,.    Fire  covered  both 
stern  and  bow  aft  him  drifted  around  in  wide  circle.  When 
last  seen  personnel  abandoning  starboard  side  abreast  bridge. 
All  remaining  escort  vessels  ordered  to  stand  by  SAINT  L0 
to  rescue  survivors.    Another  suicide  plane  with  small  bomb 
dove  through  port  catwalk  forward  on  KITKUN  BAY  and  third 
with  heavy  bomb  came  in  exactly  at  bow  throwing  tons  of 
water  and  considerable  shrapnel  on  bridge  and  forward  part 
of  ship.    Fourth  dove  at  FAN  SHAW  BAY.    Shot  down.  Missed 
fantail  by  a  few  feet  scattering  shrapnel  and  debris  over 
after  end  of  ship.    Two  more  suicides  dove  on  KALININ  BAY. 
One  shot  down  and  missed.    Other  skidded  along  flight  deck 
in  flames  and  over  bow  into  water.    It  is  conclusive  that 
suicide  dives  were  made  in  all  these  cases. 


28  0012     CTtJ  77.4.3  to  CTF  77,  CTQ  77.4  info  COMINCH,  CINCPAC. 

3UFKEXS  COMMANDER  SO  WE SPA C  AREA ,  COM  3RD  FLEET  COM  7th 
FLEET ,  COIjAIRFAC. 


This  is  part  3  of  3  parts.    Part  1  is  2S0001.    Part  2  is 
280006.    After  predawn  attack  retirement  made  to  southeast 
while  own  planes  conducted  attacks  on  enemy  fleet.  Sustained 
surface  speed  now  reduced  to  15  knots.    At  1950  remaining 
4  carriers  with  no  escorts  observed  surface  radar  contact 
closing  from  quarter  at  about  18  knots,    Suspicioned  sub- 
marine since  no  answer  to  challenge  and  requested  Task  Unit 
20  miles  ahead  to  close  me.    Contack  closed  steadily  until 
DD's  making  radar  approach  challanged  and  about  to  open 
fire  when  contact  dissapeared.    DDrs  immediately  closed  and 
made  sonar  contact  and  attack  on  obvious  submarine.    1  DD 
remained  overnight  holding  down  submarine.    Para.  From 
about  2130  until  2400  this  force,  now  joined  with  TU  77.4.1, 
was  under  close  reconnaissance  by  enemy  planes  but  no  attack 
developed.    1  plane    shot  down  by  DD  working  on  a  submarine. 
Para.    Reports  from  such  of  our  pilots  as  are  ABXA  L  show 
following  damage  inflicted  on  enemy.     By  planes  of  this 
force  from  ships  as  follows.    KITKDN  BAY.    Sank  1  M0GAMI 
class  CA  unassisted.    Ship  observed  to  blow  up  and  sink 
after  bombing  attack.    Probably  sank  T0NI  class  CA  with  2 
torpedo  hits  and  2  hits  or  near  misses  on  STARBOARD  bow 
with  500's .    Cruiser  this  class  observed  on  its  side  4  hours 
later  same  posit.    Damaged  1  NACHI  class  CA  with  1  torpedo 
hit.     vVHITE  PLAINS  probably  sank  1  KONGO  class  BB  10  miles 
southeast  of  B0H0L  ISLAND.     Ship  left  dead  in  water  burning 
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fiercely  with  crew  abandoning.    Possibility  this  ship 
damaged  previous  night  by  TU  77.2.    These  planes  were 
part  of  our  1st  flight  air  support  group.     Damaged  KOGAMI 
or  TOAE  class  Cruiser  with  torpedo  hit  8  miles  east  of 
3AMAR.     Left  ship  dead  in  water.    M3HAW  BAT.  Probably 
sank  CA  at  11-43  north  126-42  east.    Damage  inflicted  by 
other  3  ships  unknown  due  to  absence  pilots. 

28  0537     OTP  38  to  CINCPAC,   C0M3RDFLSST . 

Best  estimate  composition  Japanese  force  attacked  on  25 
October  east  longitude  date  east  of  northern  LUZON  follows. 
17  ships  4  carriers,  2  BB/XCV,  1  CA,  4  CL'3,  6  DD.  Task 
Force  38  definitely  sank  all  4  carriers,  1  CL  or  DD,  1  DD. 
Planes  alone  accounted  for  3  carriers,  1  DD.  Cruisers 
polished  off  other  carrier  and  CL  or  DD.    1  CL  last  seen 
in  sinking  condition,  possibly  sunk.     Of  remaining  ships 
1  NATORI  CL  damaged  by  torpedo  last  seen  going  north  at  5 
or  6  knots  alone.     Both  BB/XCV  damaged,  1  by  at  least  2 
probably  4  torpedoes  and  many  bombs.    BB/XCV  retired  separ- 
ately 1  escorted  by  a  Cruiser  and  1  DD  the  other  by  a 
Cruiser  and  probably  2  DD's.     CA  and  1  of  remaining  CL's 
each  hit  by  several  bombs.    At  least  2  of  DD's  had  been 
heavily  strafed.    2  ships,  1  DD  and  1  CL  or  DD  got  away 
from  our  Cruisers  at  high  speed  after  dark.    No  photos  of 
carrier  sunk  on  1st  strike  but  believed  a  CVE.  Photos 
show  large  carrier,  ZUIKAKU  class,  1  CVL  CHIT03  class  and 
1  CVL  probably  ZTJIHO  although  slight  differenced  from 
previous  information.    1  BB/XCV  definitely  I3E  class,  1 
CL  AGANO  or  0Y0D0  CLASS  and  1  CL  NATORI  class,  some  DD's 
probably  3,  were  TERUTSUKI  class.    In  addition  to  above 
force  1  DD  was  damaged  by  search  planes  near  PAMOCETAW 
ISLAND.     17  ZEKE3  were  shot  down  over  enemy  force  and  4  other 
planes  around  our  force  and  by  search  planes.    Our  combat 
losses  attacking  this  enemy  force  10  planes  8  pilots  and 
10  aircrewmen  all  to  antiaircraft  fire. 
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October  1944. )    

1.  Amplifying  reports  on  the  Second  Battle  of  the  Philippine 
Sea,  although  still  subject  to  revision  as  more  information  is 
received,  indicate  an  overwhelming  victory  for  the  Third  and 
Seventh  United  States  Fleets.    The  Japanese  Fleet  has  been 
decisively  defeated  and  routed.     The  Second  Battle  of  the 
Philippine  Sea  ranks  as  one  of  the  major  sea  battles  of  World 
<Var  II  in  the  Pacific  -  together  with  the  Battle  of  the  Coral 
Sea,  4-8  May  1942;  the  Battle  of  Midway,  3-6  June,  1942;  the 
Battle  of  Guadalcanal,  12-15  November,  1942;  and  the  First 
Battle  of  the  Philippine  Sea,  19  June  1944. 

2.  Movements  of  major  Japanese  fleet  units  northward  from 
the  Singapore  area  were  detected  on  21  and  22  October  (west 
longitude  date).    Submarine  scouts  sighted  the  enemy  force, 
sank  two  AT AGO  class  heavy  cruisers  and  severely  damaged  a 
third.    Ships  of  the  Third  Fleet  were  moved  into  position  to 
the  eastward  of  the  Philippines  off  Surigao  Strait,  San 
Bernardino  Strait  and  the  Polillo  Islands.     On  23  October 
carrier  searches  discovered  two  strong  enemy  naval  forces  moving 
eastward,  one  through  the  Sibuyan  Sea  and  the  other  through 

the  Sulu  Sea. 

3.  Photographs  by  carrier  aircraft  showed  that  the  force 
moving  eastward  through  the  Sibuyan  Sea  included  five  battleships, 
thought  to  be  the  YAMATO ,  MUSASHI,  NAGATO,  KONGO  and  HARUNA; 
eight  cruisers,  two  MOO-AMI,  two  TONS,  two  NACHI,  one  AT  AGO,  one 
N0SHIR0;  and  13  destroyers.    The  force  moving  eastward  through 
the  Sulu  Sea  consisted  of  two  battleships  of  the  YAMASHIRO  class, 
two  heavy  cruisers,  two  light  cruisers,  and  seven  or  eight 
destroyers . 

4.  As  soon  as  the  presence  of  the  two  enemy  fleet  forces  in 
the  Philippine  Islands  was  discovered  on  23  October,  Hellcat 
fighters,  Avenger  torpedo  planes  and  Helldiver  dive  bombers  from 
the  Third  Fleet  carriers  were  launched  to  attack  both  forces. 

In  the  Sibuyan  Sea,  one  battleship  and  one  cruiser  were  severely 
damaged  and  set  afire  and  may  have  sunk.    Three  other  battleships 
received  bombs  and  torpedoes ;  three  other  heavy  cruisers  received 
bombs  and  torpedoes;  and  one  light  cruiser  was  torpedoed,  capsized 
and  sank.    In  the  Sulu  Sea  bomb  hits  were  made  on  both  battleships 
Cruisers  and  destroyers  were  strafed  with  rockets  and  machine  guns 

5.  Meanwhile,  to  the  eastward  of  the  Philippines,  enemy  shore- 
based  aircraft  were  attacking  our  carriers.     In  the  aerial  battle 
that  ensued,  more  than  150  enemy  aircraft  were  shot  down.  Our 
losses,  on  which  exact  figures  are  not  yet  available,  were  light. 
In  this  attack,  the  carrier  PRINCETON  was  hit  by  a  bomb  which 
caused  a  bad  fire.    Later  the  PRINCETON' s  magazine  blew  up  and 
the  ship  was  so  badly  damaged  that  she  had  to  be  sunk  by  our  own 
forces . 
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6.  Also  on  the  afternoon  of  23  October,  a  land-based  Navy- 
sear  ch  plane  discovered  the  presence  of  an  enemy  carrier  force 
approximately  200  miles  off  Cape  Sngano  on  northern  Luzon, 
heading  south.     This  force  consisted  of  17  warships  including 
a  large  carrier,  believed  to  be  of  the  ZUIKAKU"  class;  three 
light  carriers  of  the  CHITOSS  and  ZUIHO  classes;  two  battleships 
of  the  I3E  class  with  flight  decks  aft;  a  heavy  cruiser  of  the 
MOGAMI  class;  a  light  cruiser  of  the  N0SHIR0  class;  three 
cruisers  of  the  KISO  class;  and  six  destroyers. 

7.  To  meet  this  serious  threat  the  Commander,  Third  Fleet, 
concentrated  several  of  his  carrier  task  groups  and  started 
northward  at  high  speed  for  a  dawn  attack. 

8.  These  units  of  the  Third  Fleet  steamed  north  at  full 
speed  through  the  night  and  caught  the  enemy  so  completely  by 
surprise  on  the  morning  of  24  October  that  there  was  no  effective 
air  opposition.    Later  in  the  forenoon  enemy  carrier  aircraft 
which  had  been  refueled  ashore  in  the  Philippines  flew  out  to 
join  their  ships  which  had  already  met  disaster.    The  enemy- 
planes  arrived  too  late  to  get  into  the  fight  and  21  were  shot 
down  by  our  combat  patrols. 

In  this  action,  the  following  destruction  was  inflicted 
upon  the  enemy: 

sunk 

One  carrier  of  the  ZUIKAKU  class,  sunk  by  carrier  aircraft. 
One  light  carrier  of  the  ZUIHO  class,  crippled  by  carrier 

aircraft  and  later  sunk  by  the  gunfire  of  cruisers  and  destroyers. 
Two  light  carriers  of  the  CHITOSE  class,  sunk  by  carrier 

aircraft. 

One  light  cruiser  or  large  destroyer  sunk  by  gunfire. 
One  destroyer  sunk  by  carrier  aircraft. 
One  cruiser  was  severely  damaged  by  carrier  aircraft 
and  was  sunk  during  the  night  by  a  submarine. 

DAMAGED 

One  battleship  hit  by  2-4  torpedoes  and  many  bombs. 

One  battleship  hit  by  bombs. 

Three  cruisers  damaged  by  bombs  and  gunfire. 

Four  destroyers  bombed,  strafed  or  hit  by  gunfire. 

None  of  the  Third  Fleet  ships  engaged  with  the  enemy 
carrier  force  were  damaged.    The  Third  Fleet  in  this  phase  of 
the  action  lost  10  planes,  8  pilots  and  10  aire  rev/men,  all  shot 
down  by  anti-aircraft  fire .     Before  all  the  damaged  enemy  ships 
could  be  tracked  down  and  destroyed  the  engagement  was  broken 
off  to  proceed  to  the  assistance  of  Seventh  Fleet  carrier  escort 
groups  then  under  attack  off  Samar  Island,  _  „  _  _ 
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9.    The  enemy  force  of  battleships,  cruisers  and  destroyers 
which  had  been  attacked  In  the  Si buy an  Sea  had  sort led  through 
the  San  Bernardino  Strait  in  spite  of  the  damage  inflicted  by 
our  carrier  aircraft,  and  had  attacked  units  of  the  Seventh 
Fleet  off  Samar  Island  during  the  morning  of  24  October.  In 
the  ensuing  battle,  most  of  the  enemy* s  heavy  ships  were  badly 
damaged  by  Seventh  Fleet  units  assisted  by  carrier  aircraft  from 
the  Third  Fleet.    One  cruiser  of  the  MOGAMI  class  was  seen  to 
sink  and  one  destroyer  was  left  dead  in  the  water.    The  enemy 
force  ran  northwest  from  the  scene  of  the  action  and  during  the 
early  hours  of  darkness  passed  westward  through  the  San  Bernardino 
Strait.    About  2  a.m.  a  straggling  cruiser  was  sunk  by  gunfire 
of  the  Third  Fleet, 

10.  Meanwhile  the  southern  enemy  force  had  crossed  the  Sulu 
Sea,  the  Mindanao  Sea,  had  attempted  to  pass  through  the  Surigao 
Strait,  and  met  the  Seventh  Fleet  in  a  night  action  24-25  October. 
As  announced  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  Southwest  Pacific  Area, 
all  units  of  this  enemy  force  were  sunk  or  decisively  defeated. 

11.  On  25  October,  carrier  aircraft  of  the  Third  Fleet  were 
launched  against  the  crippled  and  damaged  enemy  fleeing  westward 
through  the  Sibuyan  Sea.    Damage  done  to  the  enemy  during  the 
retirement  of  the  enemy  forces  from  San  Bernardino  Strait  by 
the  combined  efforts  of  the  Third  and  Seventh  Fleets  and  shore 
based  aircraft  of  the  Southwest  Pacific  Area  included  one  MOGAMI 
class  cruiser  sunk  off  Mindoro  Island,  one  N0SHIR0  class  cruiser 
sunk  south  of  Mindoro  Island,  one  battleship  possibly  sunk,  and 
three  other  battleships  and  three  other  cruisers  further  damaged. 

12.  The  total  damage  inflicted  on  the  Japanese  Fleet  during 
the  period  22-27  October,  1944  included: 

SUNK 

Two  battleships 
Four  carriers 
Six  heavy  cruisers 
Three  light  cruisers 

Three  small  cruisers  or  large  destroyers 
Six  destroyers 

SEVERELY  DAMAGED  AMD  MAY  HAVE  SUNK 

One  battleship 
Three  heavy  cruisers 
two  light  cruisers 
Seven  destroyers 
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ESCAPED  IN  A  DAMAGED  CONDITION 

Six  battleships 
Four  heavy  cruisers 
One  light  cruiser 
Ten  destroyers 

13.  During  the  same  actions  the  losses  sustained  by  United 
States  naval  forces  were  one  light  carrier  (PRINCETON),  two 
escort  carriers,  two  destroyers,  one  destroyer  escort  and  a 
few  lesser  craft. 

14.  The  following  battleships  seriously  damaged  at  Pearl 
Harbor  took  part  in  these  actions:     WEST  VIRGINIA,  MARYLAND, 
TENNESSEE,  CALIFORNIA,  and  PENNSYLVANIA.    The  new  carriers 
LEXINGTON,  WASP  and  HORNET  also  participated. 

15.  In  all  these  actions,  United  States  submarines  played 
^              a  highly  important  part  and  are  credited  with  sinking  and 

damaging  several  enemy  warships  -  both  before  and  after  the 
air  and  sea  battles  on  23,  24  and  25  October. 

16.  Much  of  the  credit  for  the  destruction  inflicted  on  the 
Japanese  Fleet  goes  to  the  naval  airmen  who  gallantly  and 
relentlessly  pressed  their  attacks  home  with  telling  effect. 
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COKgRPFLT  292353  TO  CINCPAC  and  JINC30.VE3PAC  Info  COMIHCH; 
C0M7THFLT;  CTF  77:  ALL  TFC's  3RDFLT: 

This  is  part  1  of  3  parts  my  292359.    Part  2  which  is  292356 
follows.    Action  summary  24-26  October.  Enemy  carrier  Force 
San  Bernardino  Force  and  Surigao  Force  hereafter  called  northern 
center  and  southern  forces.    Southern  and  center  forces  sighted 
by  carrier  search  teams  morning  24th.    Morning  24th  38.4  attacked 
1  group  of  southern  force  believed  consisting  of  FUSO,  YAMASKIUO, 
FSHIGAUN  and  4  destroyers  (prisoner  of  war  states  possibly 
carrying  troops).     3  to  4  Bomb  hits  plus  rockets  both  BB.     1  CA 
bomb  hit  and  4  DD  damaged  by  rockets  and  strafing.  Para. 
38.2,    38.3  (and  in  afternoon  38.4)  Attacked  center  force  believed 
consisting  NAGATO,  YAMATO,  MU3A3HI ,  DONGO,  HARUNA  (5BB)  CHAKAI, 
HAGURO,  MTOKO,  TONS,   CHIKUMA,  KUMANO  and  3AZUYA  (7  CA)  N03HIR0 
and  13  DD.    Reported  damage.     In  addition  to  bomb  hits  there  were 
at  least  5  torpedo  hits  divided  between  the  2  YAMATOS  1  stopped 
burning  down  by  head.     Bomb  hits  in  2  possibly  3  remaining  BB  and 
torpedo  hits  on  1  or  both  KONGO.    1  KONGO  slowed  and  appeared 
badly  damaged.    At  1600  observer  saw  2  damaged  BB  of  4  in  force 
northwest  of  Masabte.    Many  hits  on  CArs  vVTVLOORS  Duplication  2 
known  badly  damaged  (1  of  these  probably  sunk)  at  least  1  other 
damaged.    1  AGANO  torpedoed  and  rolled  over.     1  DD  sunk.  MU3A3HI, 
KUMANO ,  HAGURO  unable  sortie  from  San  Bernardino  due  damage 
according  prisoner  of  war  and  apparently  correct.    Floatplane  snooped 
at  2145  north  of  Masabte.    Estimate  confirmed  by  Photo  4  BB  [2 
seriously  2  slightly  damaged)  5  CA  (at  least  1  damaged)  1  CL  and 
9  DD  sortied  from  San  Bernardino  many  ships  trailing  oil. 

C0M3RDFLT  292356  TO  CINCPAC.   CIKCSVi/SSPAC  Info  COMIX CH ; 
C0I.I7THFLT ;  CTF  77,  ALL  TFC'a  3RDFLT: 

Fart  2  my  292359.  Part  1    252353.  Afternoon  24th  northern  force 
was  sighted  latitude  18-10  longitude  125-30.    Based  on  estimate 
center  force  too  heavily  damaged  to  be  major  threat  38.2,  38.3, 
38.4  made  fast  night  run  and  on  morning  25th  attacked  northern 
force  consisting  4  carriers,  2  BB/  X  CV,  1  CA,  4  CL  and  6  DD. 
Definitely  sank  all  4  carriers  1  CL  and  1  DD.    Possibly  sunk  1  CL 
last  seen  sinking  condition.    Damaged  another  CL  by  torpedo,  2 
BB/X  CV  1  of  which  hit  by  2  to  4  torpedoes  and  JT-TOY  bombs,  1  CA 
and  1  CL  each  hit  by  several  bombs,  2  DD  heavily  strafed.  See 
CTF  38    280537  for  identification.  Para.     On  urgent  request  from 
CTF  77  for  assistance  put  strike  on  center  force  from  TG  38.1  which 
was  approaching  battle  area  and  proceeded  south  with  TF  34  sending 
TG  34-5  in  advance  at  high  speed.     38.1  strike  reported  bomb 
AN3INVCKPTLCLS30K  NAGATO,  4  bomb  hits  on  YAMATO,  4  on  KONGO,  at 
least  3  CA  hit  with  1  or  more  bombs,  3  on  the  CL  and  4  DD  1  hit 
each.    7th  Fleet  forces  had  gallantly  turned  back  enemy  center 
force  which  reentered  San  Bernardino  straits  before  TG  34*5  could 
intercept.    TG  34.5  swept  FNT  BB,  CA  and  DD  reported  dead  in  water 
east  of  Samar  intercepting  and  sinking  1  ship  (  estimated  cruiser 
or  DD)  and  recovering  survivors  from  3UZUYA  which  sank  when  her 
own  torpedoes  detonated  as  result  of  fires, 
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C0LI3RDFLT  292359  TO  CINCPAC  and  CINC30VS3PAC  Info  COCTNCH; 
G0K7THFLT;   GTF  77 ;  ALL  TFC's  3RDFLTT 

Morning  26th  TGfs  38,3  and  38.4  were  fueled  TG's  38 -1  and  38.2 
resumed  strikes  on  retreating  enemy  center  force  further 
damaging  ships  as  follows:    Heavys  hit  reported  as  NAGATO  but 
estimated  probable  KUMANO  2  torpedoes  many  bomb  hits  observed 
out  of  control  and  believe  sunk.     C0M3RDFLT  S3ND3  PART  3  FINAL 
HIS  292359.  SEE  292353  WHICH  IS  PARTI.     PART  2  15  292356.  "~ 
1  KONGO  2  torpedoes.  Same  or  other  KONGO  hit  with  rockets. 
NAGATO  1  torpedo  YAMATO  1  bomb  hit.     OA  estimate  MYOKO  2 
torpedoes  also  bomb  hit  seen  dead  in  water  with  XGO  ships 
alongside,  not  there  later  although  2  DD's  seen  so  CA  probably 
sunk.     1  CL  torpedoed  and  bombed  possibly  sunk.     3  DD's  damaged 
(1  bow  blown  off).     9000  ton  CVS  sunk.  Para.    MUSASHI  not  seen 
since  24th  and  believed  sunk.    Estimate  following  ships  of 
center  force  reached  China  Sea.    4  BB's  all  damaged  by  torpedoes 
and  bombs.     5  CA's  (some  damaged)  and  about  10  DD*s  possibly 
including  1  CL.    CA  situation  not  dear  but  it  appears  that 
TAKAG  was  torpedoed  by  Blue  submarine  north  of  Balabac  Island 
on  23  October  effected  emergency  repairs  and  by  2  sightings 
appeared  to  rejoin  center  force  via  east  of  Palawan  26th. 
Also  possible  that  KUMANO  or  HAGTJRO  effected  repairs  and 
escaped  to  China  Sea  HALSEY 
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01  1100      CTF  57  to  CINCPOA  Info  CTF  59: 

Summary  of  operations  26  October  through  31  October: 
Bomb  tonnage  on  enemy  bases  and  shipping:    YAP  69, 
S0NIN3  shipping  27,  HAHA  3tM4  16,  BABELTHUAP  12,  IWO 
JIKA  4s,  PAGAN  2.    No  interception  X    AA  mostly  meagre 
except  intense  1  strike  each  YAP  and  BABSLTHAUP. 
Photos  taken  on  shipping  strike  to  CHICHI  JIMA  29th 
show  2  LSM,  1  DE,  6  PC,  12  FT,  5  small  coastal  cargo, 
36  small  craft,  amny  type  "A"  Landing  Craft.    No  direct 
hits,  damage  unobserved.     Our  casualties:  1  F4U  and  pilot 
lost  on  YAP  strike  31st.     6  Planes  damaged  all  causes. 
Searches:    Navy  search  Liberators  sighted  3  medium  AK, 
1  DD,  1  LSM  CHICHI  JIMA  HARBOR,  1  DE  170  miles  NNW  CHICHI 
JIMA,  1  SC  and  armed  escort  15  Miles  north  I WO  JIMA, 
attacked  and  damaged  5  barges  at  KITO  I WO  JIMA  on  26th. 
Saw  2  DD  180  miles  NAT  CHICHI  JIMA,  damaged  KATE  60  miles 
NW  IW0  JIMA,  destroyed  Radio- leather  Station  MUK0  JIMA, 
Sighted  2  small  AK  1  coastal  vessel  with  1  VF  cover  15 
miles  SSW  IWO  JIKA,  1  large  freighter  anchored  4  miles 
off  SW  ooast  IWO  on  27th.     Attacked  5  coastal  cargo 
vessels  10  miles  Ntf  KITO  I WO  JIMA  results  unobserved 
and  PBS  attacked  IRvTNG  540  miles  NW  PALAU  with  negative 
results  on  28th.    Attacked  4  small  coasters  and  a  small 
AK  anchored  West  Coast  KITA  1 ,70  JIMA  on  30th,  sank  1, 
badly  damaged  1,  left  1  afire.    Sank  3  of  7  coasters 
and  smoked  1  of  5  nonaggressive  Zekes  off  KITA  I W0  JIMA, 
sighted  2  LSM  40  miles  west  IMA  JIKA,  destroyed  Emily 
850  miles  NW  SAIPAN  on  31st.    Results  continued  mopping 
up:     GUAM  25th  thru  30th  our  casualties  1  KIA  12  WIA. 
193  Japs  killed  total  to  date  17168.    23  P0W  total  to 
date  425.    TINIAN  24th  thru  30th  no  enemy  contacts. 
SAIPAN  25th  thru  29th  our  casualties  none.     16  Japs  killed 
total  to  date  26063 .     5  P0W  total  to  date  2052.  PELELIU 
and  ANGAUR  24th  thru  29th  our  casualties  41  KIA  210  WIA 
3  MIA.    370  Japs  killed  total  to  date  12523.    18  P0W 
total  to  date  375. 

06  0216      C0M3RDELT  to  CIKOPAC,   CINCSWPA  Info  C0U7THFLT;  CTF  77: 

COIHNCH;  ALL  TGC'S  0?  TF  38: 

Preliminary  incomplete  report  sweeps  and  strikes  LUZON 
5  Nov.  At  0430  submarine  contact  made  at  15-36  N,  123-19 
E.     J  AS  ADA  tactics  promptly  coiDmenced.     Apparently  sub 
had  no  chance  to  give  alarm  and  surprise  achieved  over 
MANILA  by  VF  sweep.     80  airborne  planes  met  over  Clark 
area  58  shot  down.     Airborne  opposition  over  MANILA 
slight  all  day  and  over  Clark  diminished  during  day. 
Total  shot  down  83  over  targets  and  5  at  force.  Photos 
of  1st  strike  show  143  single  45  twin  engine  at  Clark 
84  Single  7  twin  MABALACAT.    Pilots  report  40  planes 
mostly  bomber  west  LIPA  15  LEGASPI  20  to  30  NISLS0N 
10  to  20  NICHOLS  15  J0NCEPTI0N  2  LUCSNA  FNTF  on  field 
at  LUBANG  INLAND.    4  Dummies  GRACE  PARI:  and  many 

2281 


N0V5KBER  (GOT) 

06  0216  C0M3RDFLT  to  CINCPAC.  CINQS, 7FA  Info  C0M7THFLT ; 

CTF  77;  COMINC!?;  ALL  TGC'.J  OF  T?  38:  -  (Cont'd) 

dummies  BATANGAS.    Over  100  destroyed  on  ground. 
SGTTJ  sighted  1  CA,  1  CL,  2  AP,  3  or  4  DD,  25  to  30 
AK  SSlILA  BAT.    1  GA  burning  furiously  in  sinking 
condition  from  several  bomb  and  torpedo  hits.     1  CL, 
at  least  3  DD*s  and  several  AK*S  damaged.     1  Sub 
Chaser  sunk  off  LUBANG.    At  Clark  fuel  dump  hangar 
and  ships  fired.     Installations  at  BATANGAS,  LIPA, 
LEGASPI  and  LUBANG  damaged.     At  1318  TG  38.3  attacked 
by  small  group  of  Bogeys.    Few  got  past  CAP  through 
clouds.    2  Diving  on  LEXINGTON,  ack  ack  got  1  and 
other  crashed  on  signal  bridge  causing  minor  damage. 
A  3rd  suicide  missed  TICONDEROGA.    During  night  of 
5/6  November  ineffective  air  attacks  against  JASADA 
group,  otherwise  all  quiet.    Night  hecklers  knocked 
down  2  Topsy  and  1  unidentified  in  MANILA-CLARK  area. 
Clark  not  blacked  out  at  any  time.    No  ack  ack  or 
interception. 

06  0040         CTF  57  to  CIMJPQA  Info  CTG  57.14: 

Progress  ANGUAR  and  PELELIU,  27  October  through 
2  November.    Enemy  continues  night  attempts  infiltrate 
our  lines  without  success.    5  Air  strikes  using  NAPALM 
made  during  period.     Patrols  and  demolition  squadrons 
continue  sealing  off  caves  in  isolated  pockets.  Our 
forces  took  high  ground  at  TA  134  DE  and  made  slight 
progress  compressing  lines  from  north.     On  30th  Jap 
plane  dropped  parachute.  Basket  containing  grenades 
recovered.     At  1930  l(-9)  1st  Float  Plane  from  north 
shot  down  by  Night  Fighter.     Cargo  chute  with  signal 
supplies  recovered.     Also  dropped  phamplets  trans- 
cribed exactly  in  enclosure  (A).     At  0830  1  29th 
surfaced  submarine  possibly  midget  reported  east  of 
ABAPP A0M0 G AN  ISLAND  by  mine  sweep  LCVP.     ASP  during 
daylight  and  surface  craft  patrol  maintained  SCH0NIAN 
through  31st  without  further  contact.  Aircraft 
destroyed  2  barges  by  strafing  on  26th,  damaged  2  on 
30th.    Also  cooperating  with  LITE'S  sweeping  inner 
waters  south  of  K0S30L  to  07-36  north  destroyed  40 
foot  cutter  and  2  barges  on  26th  and  attacked  40mm 
or  3  inch  shore  battery  on  1st  at  NW  tip  of 
BABELTIfUAP.    No  mines  found  this  patrol  area  and 
charts  correct.    Unloading  hampered  by  heavy  seas  and 
swells  28th  through  31st  with  beaches  FEL3LIU  and 
ANGUAR  almost  unusable.    Daily  averages  unloading  for 
period  covered  PELELIU  2134  KT.     ANGAUR  858  MT. 
First  Garrison  Echelon  99.5%  unloaded  PELELIU.  First 
completed  and  2nd  7%  unloaded  ANGAUR.  Construction 
PELELIU  satisfactory  with  road  system  30$  complete 
and  12  tanks  1000  barrels  capacity  each  south  AVGA3 
farm  completed  on  28th.     Channel  to  ORANGE  BEACH  to  be 
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06  0040        CTE  57  to  CINCPOA  Info  CTG  57,14:  (Cont'd) 

completed  3rd  and  available  for  use  filling  tanks. 
ANGAUR  roads  35,&  complete  28th,  2  warm  up  platforms 
and  taxiways  completed,  69  hardstands  rough  graded 
50  completed.  6  AVGAS  tanks  tested  and  filled  from 
ship  moored  to  bouys  off  Phosphate  Plant.  Casualties 
P0W3  and  JAP3  killed  as  in  my  5  day  summary. 

(ENCL03URE   ( A)  ) 

'Poor  reckless  Yankee-Doodle.  Do  you  know  about  the 
naval  battle  wone  by  the  American  58th  Fleet  at  the 
sea  near  TAIWAN  (TOMOSA)  and  PHILIPPINE.  Japanese 
powerful  air  firce  had  sank  their  19  aeroplene 
carriers,  4  battleships,  10  several  cruisers  and 
destroyers  along  with  sending  l,26l  ship  aeroplanes 
into  the  sea.    From  this  result  we  think  that  you  can 
imagine  what  shall  happen  next  around  PALAU  upon 
you.     The  fraud  Rousevelt ,  hanging  the  president 
election  under  his  nose  and  from  his  policy  ambition, 
worked  not  only  poor  Nimmit  but  also  Macca'sir  like 
a  robot.    Like  this,  what  is  pity;    Must  be  sacrifice 
you  pay.    Thanks  for  your  advice  notes  of  surrender. 
But  we  haven't  any  reason  to  surrender  to  those  who 
are  fated  to  b e  totally  destroyed  in  a  few  days  later. 
Add  to  you,  against  the  manner  of  your  attack  paying 
no  heed  to  humanity,  your  god  shall  make  Japanese 
force  to  add  retaliative  attack  upon  you.  3aying 
again,  against  the  attack  paying  no  heed  to  humanity 
contrary  to  the  mutual  military  spirits,  you  shall 
get  a  very  stern  attack,     .Ve  mean  cruel  attack. 
Japan  Military. 

06  0810        CTF  57  to  CINCPOA  Info  CTF  59: 

Summary  of  Operations  1  Nov  through  5  Nov.  Bomb 
tonnage  on  shipping  and  enemy  bases:     Army  B-24's 
E0NIN3  shipping  60,  1,70  JIMA  31,  CHICHI  JIMA  li, 
HAHA  JIMA  4,  MARCUS  10.     P-47's  PAGAN  16.  F4U's 
BABELTHAUP  22,  YAP  6.     AA  meagre  except  moderate 
to  intense  from  shipping,  BABELTHAUP  and  I.V0  JIMA. 
Results  shipping  strike  2nd,  1  AK  sunk,  another  left 
burning,  2  AZ  probably  damaged.    Results  other 
shipping  strikes  negative  or  unobserved.  Interception: 
At  IW0  JIMA  by  6-8  unaggressive  VF  on  4th.  3 
Damaged.     Our  casualties:  1  F4U  shot  down  on 
EABELTKUAP  strike  2nd,  FFY5A  crashed  and  sank  due 
rough  water  during  Dumbo  services,  all  personnel 
recovered  no  injuries.    19  Planes  damaged  all  causes. 
3 e arches :    Navy  PE4Y,s  destroyed  and  3mily  750  miles 
NW  SAIFAK,  attacked  2  coasters  east  of  ETTA  17/0  JIMA. 
with  negative  results  on  1st.     Bombed  and  strafed 
coaster  same  position  with  negative  results  and 
damaged  1  of  4  non-aggressive  Zekes  on  2nd.  &tta&9£ 3 
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06  0810       CTF  57  to  CINCPOA  Info  CTF  59: 
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by  4  uneager  Zekes  40  miles  south  I. TO  JII.CA  on  5th,  1 
r*y  Zeke  possibly  damaged.    On  morning  of  3  Nov  P47*s 

on  PAGAN  strike  shot  down  Frances  approaching  runway. 
Photos  that  date  show  runway  inoperational.  Results 
continued  mopping  up:  SAIPAN  31st  through  3rd  own 
casualties  7  KIA  3  CCA  including  6  killed  during  air 
raid  on  2nd.     145  Japs  killed  total  26,208  to  date. 
1  POW  total  2,052  to  date.    Includes  95  killed  1st  and 
2nd  in  well  organized  position  at  TA  249.    All  known 
organized  enemy  groups  now  destroyed.    Estimate  300 
Jap  military  still  at  large.    TINIAN  31st  through  2nd 
no  casualties.    3  Japs  killed  total  6,870  to  date. 
GUAM  31st  through  4th  no  casualties.    After  completing 
sweep  of  northern  half  of  island  3rd  MARDIV"  released 
by  ISC0M  GUAM  Nov  1  to  COMGENFMFPAC  for  training  and 
rehabilitation.     60  Japs  killed  total  17,174  to  date. 
36  POW's  total  457  to  date.    PELELIU  and  ANGAUR  own 
casualties  16  KIA,  59  WIA..    176  Japs  killed  total 
12,679  to  date.    21  PO'J's  total  390  to  date. 

13  2107        CINCPOA  to  00M3RDFLT  Info  COMAIRPAC,  CTF  38,  COMINCH: 

Ur  110251  and  110258  carriers  and  other  ships  as  well 
must  be  kept  in  state  of  material  readiness  not  only 
for  current  operations  but  to  carry  on  throughout  the 
war.    It  is  essential  that  there  be  periods  for  material 
upkeep  by  ships  force  and  by  tenders  and  that  Navy  Yard 
work  be  not  unduly  deferred.    The  capabilities  of" Yards 
are  limited  and  it  is  necessary  not  only  to  regulate 
the  work  load  there  but  to  avoid  a  situation  where  too 
many  ships  will  be  withdrawn  from  the  operating  forces 
.  J  at  a  time.    Para.    Return  BUNKER  HILL  accord  mydis 

^  080529  and  ENTERPRISE  to  PEARL  on  completion  LEXINGTON 

repairs.    Do  not  anticipate  FRANKLIN  and  BELLE AU  Y/00D 
will  be  returned  to  service  in  forward  areas  before 
February  or  that  any  new  carriers  will  join  before 
them.     Para.     1  replacement  CTG  expected  arrive 
ENIWET0K  7  Dec  and  additional  1  MANUS  20  Dec  ENTERPRISE 
and  BATAAN  will  probably  rejoin  TF  38  by  late  Dec  and 
with  INDEPENDENCE  will  then  form  night  group  in  accor- 
dance previous  plans. 

14  1037        CINCPOA  to  CINC3WPAC  Info  00M7THFLT ,   C0MSBRVF0R  7TH 
s^j  FLE.TT : 

In  order  expedite  exchange  information  and  to  facilitate 
implementation  agreements  pertaining  to  logistic  support 
of  Pac  Fleet  units  request  your  assent  for  ComServPac 
to  communicate  directly  with  Com  7th  Fleet  and  GomServ- 
For  7th  Fleet  on  logistic  matters. 
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15  0703     COMGENFOA  (RICHARDSON)  to  CINCFOA 

R-39588-13th    With  reference  to  War  Department  Radio  232350 
GOT  August  copy  of  which  has  been  furnished  you  it  is  pro- 
posed to  recommend  to  the  War  Department  that  the  Category 
of  Defense  for  the  HAWAIIAN  Area  as  defined  therein  be 
modified  by  deleting  specification  (3}  and  substituting 
the  following  therefor  "(3)  Ground  defense  forces  of 
islands  in  the  main  HAWAIIAN  Group  to  be  not  less  than  1 
division  or  the  equivalent  in  combat  units".    Request  your 
concurrence.    This  change  will  permit  maximum  employment 
of  available  infantry  divisions  in  future  operations. 

16  0042     0TNCP0A  to  C0MGENP0A 

Until  such  time  as  the  critical  shortage  in  service  and 
supporting  troops  in  POA  is  alleviated  it  may  be  advisable 
not  to  bring  additional  divisions  to  this  Area  and  thereby 
tax  further  the  already  overloaded  service  troops  and 
facilities  now  available.    Therefore  it  appears  advisable 
to  consider  holding  the  97th  and  86th  Infantry  Divisions 
on  Mainland  until  called.    For  planning  purposes  it  is 
anticipated  that  these  divisions  would  not  be  called  prior 
to  March  1945.    A  Staff  concerence  will  be  held  on  this 
subject  and  questions  raised  in  your  serial  00043  of  12 
November  in  light  of  Filbas  agreement  of  4  November  as 
soon  as  Major  General  Leavey  returns  from  SoPac. 

16  0546/45     CINCFAC  to  AIPOA  Info  COMINCH,  CINCLANT.  OINCSWPA 

Following  changes  effective  20  November  1944.    Task  force 
numbers  57  and  59  assigned  use  by  5th  Fleet.  Tactical 
organization  numbers  of  9th  Fleet  as  follows.    TF  90,  91, 
92  assigned  ComNorPac.    TF  94  ComFwdAreaGentPac .     TF  95 
ComAirFwd.    TF  96  ComMarGilsArea .    TF  97  ComHawSeaFron . 
TF  98  Hawaiian  Defense  Sector.     Others  reserved  for  CinCPac. 
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13  1955      COMINCH  to  COM7THFLT  Info  CINCSWFA.  CINCPQA.  COMWESSEAPRON. 
CINCLANT.   CHIEF  OF  STAFF  ARMY.  COMDT  US  COAST  GUARD. 

Philippine  Sea  Frontier  hereby  established  under  Commander 
7th  Fleet  in  Area  north  of  Equator  within  limits  Southwest 
Pacific  Area.     Sea  Frontier  Forces  as  assigned  by  Commander 
7th  Fleet.    By  separate  non  classified  correspondence  other 
interested  agencies  advised  of  establishment  of  Philippine 
Sea  Frontier  Command. 


15  0524      CINCPAC  to  COMINCH  Info  COMAIRPAC: 

Cumulative  effect  of  increased  distances  higher  aircraft 

attrition  recent  battle  damage  to  CVE's  and  necessity  for 

moving  Army  Fighter  Aircraft  for  future  operations  will 

create  critical  shortage  of  CVE  lift  during  1st  quarter 

of  1945.    Urge  early  action  on  my  serial  003596  of 

4  Nov  regarding  additional  Transport  CVE's  for  Pacific 

Fleet. 

15  0433      CINCPQA  to  C0MGSNP0A  Info  CG  AGP  ULITHI.  CG  USAFFE: 

Request  you  cancel  your  120940Z  (RJ-39259-12th)  Secret. 
Accordance  paragraph  seven  of  agreement  reached  at 
HOLLAND I A  conference  on  Logistic  Support  POA  specified 
exemption  of  Army  units  or  individuals  will  be  only 
by  mutual  consent  of  CINCPO  \  and  CINCS'.VPA.  Request 
in  ComGenPOA  desp  100044Z  to  communicate  direct  with 
CINC3WPA  Disapproved  for  the  present. 

17  0140      CTF  57  to  CINCPQA  Info  CTF  59: 

Summary  of  Operations  11  Nov  thru  15  Nov: 
Bomb  tonnage  on  shipping  and  enemy  bases:  By  Army  B-t24's, 
122  tons  on  17/0  JIMA,  24  on  W0LEAI,  17  on  B0NINS 
shipping,  with  2  probable  hits  on  medium  AK  HAHA  JIMA  on 
14th,  other  results  negative.     B-24*s  and  MAG  11  squadrons 
put  53  tons  on  PALAU.    Marine  fighters  and  TBFfs  dropped 
34  on  YAP.    F4U's  dropped  4  tons  on  ROTA.  P-47*s  attacked 
PAGAN  with  44  rockets .  A  Marine  B-25  attacked  shipping 
HAHA  JIMA  with  7  rockets  probably  sinking  sub,  and  2 
possible  hits  on  medium  AK  on  14  Nov.    AA  mostly  meagre 
occasionally  moderate  to  intense  at  PALAU  and  IW0  JIMA. 
Results  mining  operations  B0NINS:     16  Mark  26-1  dropped 
by  5  B-24's  on  12th  in  OK I MORA  K0  HAHA  JIMA.    4  Additional 
within  300  yards  in  deeper  water.     6  Mark  25  dropped  by 
6  B-24's  in  TAKIN0URA  WAN  AN I  JIMA  on  15th.     2  additional 
300  yards  off  west  coast  MUK0  JIMA  S»V  HAHA  JIMA  (  1  with 
broken  static  cord)  and  2  jettisoned  10  miles  north 
0TOT0  JIMA  in  about  70  fathoms.    Interception:    At  IvVO  JIMA 
by  6  VP,  1  damaged  on  11th.     By  1  T/E,  2  VP  on  12th. 
Our  casualties:    1  F4U  lost  on  YAP  strike  due  engine 
trouble  on  12th  pilot  missing.    1  PB4Y  water  landed  30 
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17  0140      CTE  57  to  CINCPOA  Info  CTE  59:  (contM) 

miles  west  of  3AIPAN  on  12th,  7  survivors  picked  up 
on  13th,  continuing  search  through  14th  negative. 
1  F4U  and  pilot  lost  on  ROTA  strike  13th.     21  Planes 
damaged  all  causes.     Searches:     Wavy  PB4Y's  saw  3 
7000  ton  2    4000  ton  AK  at  CHICHI  JIMA  on  12th. 
Attacked  DD  10  miles  east  HAHA  JIMA  by  radar,  2  near 
misses  observed.    Attacked  medium  AK  and  DD  by  radar 
15  miles  northwest  HAHA  JIMA  results  unobserved  on 
14th.    Results  continued  mopping  up:     GUAM  10th  thru 
14th  our  casualties  1  WIA.    45  Japs  killed  total  to 
date  17238.     3  POW  total  to  date  463.    TINIAN  9th 
thru  13th  our  casualties  2  WIA.     11  Japs  killed  total 
to  date  6893.    1  POW  total  to  date  316.    SAIPAN  8th 
thru  13th  our  casualties  2  '.VIA.     13  Japs  killed  total 
to  date  26277.     6  PO'.V  total  to  date  2068.  PELELIU 
and  ANGAUR  9th  thru  13th  our  casualties  14  KIA  54  WIA. 
Japs  killed  99  total  to  date  12980.    3  POW  total  to 
date  420. 

21  0920    COMFWDAREA  to  CINCP0A  info  CTG  94.14. 

Progress  ANGAUR  and  PELELIU  15  thru  19  November.  Un- 
loading PELELIU  averaged  2086  MT  daily  with  2nd  echelon 
29/o  and  3rd  46%  unloaded.    ANGUAR  averaged  1274  MT  daily 
with  2nd  echelon  59$  and  3rd  19%  unloaded.  Delayed  at 
PELELIU  by  slow  progress  boat  channel  and  angaur  by 
interence  of  work  on  boat  channel  and  harbor,  and  by 
delay  in  repairs  to  small  craft  damaged  by  storm. 
Late  report  states  3  LOT  seriously  damaged  other  small 
craft  minor  damage  in  boat  basin  by  waves  breaking 
over  reef  barrier  during  typhoon.    Construction  PELELIU 
reported  satisfactory,  NE  end  of  bomber  strip  98% 
complete.     .Angaur  satisfactory  except  for  boat  channel 
and  harbor  project.     82  hardstands  completed.  1000 
foot  runway  extension  cleared.     300  feet  NE  end  to  be 
completed  5  December  and  700  feet  SW  end  10  December. 
Japs  continied  night  efforts  to  infiltrate  our  lines 
to  escape  pocket.    Patrols  with  LVT  flame  throwers 
and  tanks  operated  in  main  cave  area.     Several  more 
sealed  off  or  blown  up.    NGEREG0NG  reoccupied  on  15th 
with  no  resistance  encountered.     Night  17-18  Japs 
using  20  man  rafts  and  individual  floation  bags  attacked 
LCI's  in  SCH0NIAN  harbor.     All  killed  except  one  pow 
who  said  party  which  left  K0R0R  for  islands  vicinity 
of  EIL  MALE  totaled  200.    Ulithi  arrangements  to  handle 
Garrison  and  Ulility  planes  and  up  to  150  pool  planes 
believed  satisfactory.     Boat  pool  organization  satis- 
factory and  will  have  75%  of  boats  in  commission  be- 
fore end  of  month. 
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21  0910    COMFORWARDAREA  to  CINCPOA  Info  CTG  95 


Summary  of  operations  16  through  20  Nov  inclusive: 
Bomb  Tonnage  on  shipping  and  enemy  bases:  By  Army 
B  24s,  77  tons  on  BONINS  with  direct  hit  on  coaster 
at  CHICHI  16th,  direct  hits  on  3  AKs  HAHA  JIMA  18th 
with  1  reported  sunk,  and  possible  direct  hit  on  DD 
at  CHICHI  JIMA  19th.     38  tons  on  LEGASPI.     1  1/4  tons 
on  IWO  JIMA,    By  B  25s  and  MAG  11  Squadrons,  35  tons 
on  PALAU.     By  VMF,  VMTB  and  Navy  search  Venturas,  21 
tons  on  YAP.    By  VMF  and  VMTB,  5  tons  on  ROTA.  Marine 
B  25s  with  rockets  got  3  hits  on  2  AKs  20  miles  east 
of  CHICHI  JIMA  17th  and  fired  6  rockets  on  3  ships  at 
CHICHI  JIMA  20th  undetermined  results.    Para.  Results 
mining  operations  BONINS:     4  MK  26  dropped  by  4  B  24s 
in  Bay  south  of  airfield  CHICHI  JIMA  on  18th,  12  others 
within  600  yards  to  west  of  area.    8  MK  25  dropped  by 
5  B  24s  in  PUT AMI  K0  on  17th,  2  others  2  1/2  miles 
from  SW  corner  of  CHICHI  JIMA.    Para.  Interception: 
At  IWO  JIMA,  all  non-aggressive,  by  4  VF  against  photo 
mission  on  18th  discouraged  by  P-38  escort.    By  4  VF 
same  day  using  phosphorous  bombs  against  2  search 
Liberators.    By  3  VF  against  photo  mission  19th.  By 

1  reported  Oscar  using  phosphorous  bomb  against  lone 
search  Liberators  20th.    Para.     Our  casualties:  1  B  25 
water  landed  90  miles  NW  SAIPAN  16th,  4  survivors 
same  day.     1  F4U  lost  at  YAP  18th,  pilot  rescued  by 
Dumbo,     18  planes  damaged  all  causes.    Para.  Searches: 
Navy  Liberators  strafed  and  bombed  2  barges  at  KITA 

10  JIMA  19th  negative  results.    Para.    Enemy  submarines 
active  in  Western  CAROLINES.     On  19th  sub  seen  3  times 
near  West  entrance  K0SS0L  PASSAGE  after  which  sound 
contact  made  by  2  DEs  with  attack  resulting  in  explosions, 

011  slick  and  debris.    Early  morning  20th  DD  Case  rammed 
and  sunk  midget  sub  which  surfaced  as  CruDiv  5  sortied 
from  TJLITHI .     2  P0W  captured  said  2  other  midgets  in 
anchorage.    About  same  timeao  flississinewa  was  torpedoed 
and  sunk  in  anchorage.    No  report  yet  on  casualties. 

2  other  midgets  possible  sunk  inside  anchorage.  Hunter 
killer  initiated  same  afternoon  on  contact  24  miles 
East  FALAL0F .    Para.     Other  enemy  activity:  Emily 
sighted  by  Blue  convoy  180  miles  NNW  TRUK  dawn  20th. 
Followed  by  2  fighter  bomber  attacks  during  day  on  East 
bound  convoy.     Damage  if  any  not  reported.    Am  hitting 
TRUK  opportunity  with  maximum  available  P-38s.  Para. 
Results  continued  mopping  up:    Nov  14-19  TIN I AN  10  Japs 
killed  total  6903  to  date.    GUAM  45  Japs  killed  total 
17,283  to  date.    7  POWs  total  470  to  date.    7  POWs 
total  470  to  date  no  casualties  own  forces.  SAIPAN 
14-18  Nov  249  Japs  killed  total  26,526  to  date.  47 
P0W  total  2115  to  date.     Own  casualties  9  KIA  41  WIA 
includes  results  intensive  sweep  my  172353.    No  known 
enemy  concentrations  remain  on  island.    PELELIU  and 
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ANGUAR  15-19  Nov  136  Japs  killed  total  13,116  to 
date  3  PGW  total  423  to  date.     Own  casualties  12  KIA 
^  54  WIA. 
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SB*.  MIHITZ  TO  FRASBR.  I  will  be  delighted  to 
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have  you  as  my  guest  at  Pearl  Harbor  in  Mid  December 
or  whenever  you  are  able  to  come.     Concerning  operations 
in  the  existing  strategic  situation  I  concur  strongly 
in  your  idea  that  destructive  operations  of  your  forces 
against  SUMATRA  objectives  this  winter  is  more  important 
than  your  early  arrival  in  Pacific.    Am  now  in  conference 
with  CominCh  who  fully  supports  above  views  and  wishes 
to  mention  prospective  operations  to  MALAY  PENINSULA 
as  probably  requiring  carrier  and  gun  fire  support. 

26  0700     C0M3RDFLT  to  NIMITZ.   CINCPOA;  KING.  MCMORRIS  CINCPA.C 

ADHIN. 

TOP  FOR  NIMITZ  INFO  KING.  MCMORRIS.  Your 

250015  acknowledged.    Apparently  some  Com3rdFlt  traffic 
was  missed  as  supporting  force  at  sea  was  reduced  to 

2  groups  on  23  November.    Para.  With  existing  Target 
dates  any  ship  participating  both  in  U  Plus  1  PHILIPPINE 
strike  and  3  Minus  5  FORMOSA  strike  can  have  a  maximum 

3  days  at  anchor  ULITHI.     That  is  physically  all  that 
is  possible .    If  3  groups  support  L3  those  3  groups 
can  be  given  3  days  at  anchor  before  departing  for 
INDUCTION  and  the  4th  group  can  have  a  long  uninterrupted 
overhaul  weather  permitting.  Para.     During  November 
Groups  will  have  had  total  (But  not  consecutive)  time  at 
anchor  as  follows  38.1,  7  days; 38.2,  8  days; 38.3,  6  days; 
38.4,  lldays.    Para.  If  task  force  38  can  be  absolved 

of  any  support  commitments  for  sufficient  time  to  permit 
10  uninterrupted  dyas  at  anchor  the  operational  prospects 
for  INDUCTION,  DETACHMENT  and  ICEBERG  will  be  vastly 
improved.    To  do  this  will  require  at  least  15  days 
without  commitment  and  1  of  the  4  Groups  will  have  to 
go  elsewhere  than  ULITHI  preferably  MANUS.  Para.  I  Fully 
share  your  concern  in  this  matter  of  upkeep.    I  do  not 
consider  Task  Force  38  has  had  adequate  upkeep  and  further 
it  will  be  physically  impossible  to  meet  your  maintenance  I 
requirements  and  carry  out  my  assigned  combat  tasks  with 
existing  target  dates.  Battle  damage  sustained  25  Nov 
has  made  this  matter  ever  more  critical.  Your  241745  was 
also  considered  in  preparing  this  despatch.  Halsey. 

27  1312     GEN  HDCTRS  S'.VPA  ( MAC  ARTHUR )  to  C0M3RDFLT  Info  C0M7THFLT . 

CINCPOA 

CX-54038.    Following  Plan  for  3rd  Fleet  participation 
in  L3  Operations  arranged,  subject  to  your  approval, 
during  conference  with  your  representatives.     3rd  Fleet 
neutralize  hostile  VMUGT  Air  Forces  LUZON  U  minus  1  to 
U  plus  1;  Be  prepared  to  strike  LUZON  targets  in 
emergency  during  period  U  plus  3  to  U  plus  4_;  on  above 
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27  1312    GEN  HDQTRS  SWPA  (MAC ARTHUR)  to  CQ&I3RDFLT  Info  C0M7THFLT . 

CINCPOA:  (Cont'd)  

dates  be  prepared  to  strike  hostile  Naval  Forces  in 
?ISAYAN  waters  and  westward  thereof  in  range  which  may 
threaten  our  overwater  movements.  Southwest  Pacific 
Air  Forces  neutralize  hostile  air  forces  in  VISAYAS, 
MINDANAO,  and  3ULU  ARCHIPELAGO  and  VEQ.OT  cover  over- 
water  movement  and  support  landing.     7th  Air  Force, 
main  coordination  with  Southwest  Pacific  Air  forces, 
neutralize  air  forces  in  the  UYRKLL.  First  dividing 
line  between  responsibility  3rd  Fleet  and  Southwest 
Pacific  Air  Forces,  including  7th  Air  Force,  will  be: 
14-30  North,  125-00  East;  14-30  North,  121-50  East; 
13-35  North,  121-50  East;  Thence  Due  West.  3Rd  Fleet 
and  the  Allied  Air  Forces  will  exchange  information 
when  either  force  strikes  in  the  area  OCBTHEX  other. 
Notification  should  be  given  far  in  advance  as 
practicable  indicating  the  target  to  be  attacked  MA 
approximate  scale  of  effort,  in  the  time  of  attack. 
The  3rd  Fleet  May  at  discretion  put  fighter  sweeps  into 
the  BIGOL  UPON  notification.    Request  your  immediate 
concurrence  or  comments.    Similar  data  for  support  of 
Ml  follows  in  separate  radiogram. 

28  1100     S0&3RDFLT  to  CTF  38  Info  COMINCH .  CINCPAC  AND  3RD  FLEET. 

Following  temporary  Task  Organization  effective 

1  December  and  until  further  notice.  Para.  Task  Group 
38.1  RAdm  Montgomery  in  Y0RKT0WN,  WASP,  COWPENS, 
LANGLEY,  BatDiv  8  less  INDIANA,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  BALTIMORE , 
SAN  DIEGO,  OAKLAND,  DesRon  53,  HOBBY,  WELLS,  BUCHANAN, 
FRANKS,  THATCHER,  DYSON,  SPENCE.  Para.  Task  Group  38.2 
RAdm  BOGAN  in  LEXINGTON ,  HANCOCK,  TICONDEROGA, 
INDEPENDENCE,  BatDiv  7,  VINCENNSS,  MIAMI,  PASADENA, 
DesRon  52,  CAPPS,  DAVID  W.  TAYLOR,  EVANS ,  JOHN  D  HENLEY, 
BOYD,  BROWN,  POWELL.  Para.  Task  Group  38.3  RAdm  Sherman 
in  ESSEX,  HORNET,  SAN  JACINTO,  MONTEREY,  BatDiv  6, 
SANTA  FS,  BILOXI,  ASTORIA,  DesRon  50,  DesRon  55  less 
IRWIN  and  MOSS IRON.  Para.  Following  ships  granted 
availability  as  necessary  until  10  December  CABOT, 
NEW  ORLEANS,  DesRon  6l,  MCCORD,  TRATHEN,  HAZELWOOD, 
HAGGARD  now  at  ULITHI.  MOBILE  and  HADLEY  returning 
ULITHI  about  3  December.  BOSTON  at  MAMJS  as  previously 
directed.  Para.  CTF  38  shifts  units  present  ULITHI 

to  conform  this  organization  prior  departure  and  complete 
reorganization  upon  rendezvous  with  Task  Group  38.3  on 

2  December.  Task  Group  38.4  temporary  dissolved. 
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28  2036    CINCPAC  to  C0M3RDFLT  Info  COMINCH ,  COMAIKPAC.  CTF  38. 

The  subject  of  your  280413  has  been  discussed  with  with 
CominCh  and  it  is  expected  that  carrier  complements 
will  soon  be  changed  to  73  Fighters,  15  Scout  Bombers 
and  15  Torpedoe  Planes.    However  no  change  has  yet  been 
authorized  and  further  increases  in  fighter  strength  must 
be  made  slowly  as  additional  sources  of  pilots  become 
effective.  No  radical  change  in  numbers  of  aircraft  and 
pilots  actually  carried  will  be  made  without  reference 
to  the  type  commander  who  is  responsible  for  the  flow 
of  replacements  and  maintenance  of  strength  for  later 
operations.     Since  its  directive  is  impracticable  of 
accomplishment  without  critical  disruption  of  type 
commanders  planned  flow  of  pilots  please  cancel  your 
280413.  Para.  The  shortage  of  trained  carrier  pilots 
makes  it  necessary  that  as  a  matter  of  policy  they  be 
not  used  for  combat  operations  from  shore  bases  and 
those  who  are  forced  to  land  on  shore  in  advanced  areas 
should  be  recovered  promptly. 

28  2315     C0M3RDFLT  to  CINCPAC  Info  COL'IAIRPAC,  CCMINOH.   CTF  38 

Your  282036  urgently  request  you  reconsider.    Time  is 
short  and  things  are  already  moving.    This  is  just  as 
much  a  matter  of  arming  properly  for  a  task  as  is  the 
use  of  HC  instead  of  AP  for  shore  bombardment.  The 
suicide  attack  is  a  grave  menace  to  our  carriers  and  to 
your  future  operations  if  not  countered.    More  fighters 
are  needed  to  counter  it  and  they  cannot  be  found  except 
by  reducing  number  over  target  or  adding  to  complement. 
Effectiveness  over  target  and  security  of  force  makes 
immediate  increase  mandatory.  Please  advise  by  urgent 
despatch. 

29  0316    CINCPAC  to  COM  3RD  FLT  Info  COMINCH,  COIvIAIRPAC ,  CTF  38 

Your  282315-     You  are  autnorized  to  embarK  the  approxi- 
mately 100  fighter  pilots  now  in  the  forward  area  and 
in  the  replacement  escort  carriers  anc  such  fighter 
aircraft  as  will  not  exceed  the  ratio  of  4  fighters 
for  5  pilots.     However  there  will  be  only  approximately 
40  additional  fighter  pilots  available  to  you  prior  to 
Ml  and  it  will  not  be  possible  to  maintain  the  expanded 
fighter  strength  which  you  reach  for  L3.    The  conversion 
of  bomber  pilots  to  fighter  pilots  will  take  place  in 
the  Hawaiian  area  rather  than  the  forward  area.  My 
282036  modified  accordingly. 

22  O615    OTP  38  to  CTG'S  38.1,  38.2,  38.3.  38.4  Info  C0M3RDFLT, 
CINCPAC,  CQMAIRFAC 


Subject:  Replenishment  of  complements  of 
squadrons  policy  concerning.  1.  Each  task 


airgroups  and 
group  commander 
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shall  exercise  full  responsibility  and  initiative  when 
dealing  with  sources  in  the  forward  area  to  replenish 
the  complements  of  his  airgroups  and  squadrons.  The 
following  instructions  will  elaborate  on  this  function: 
A.    Ship  aircraft  complements  are  controlled  by  directives 
from  CNO  ComAirPac  or  by  special  instructions  from  the 
fleet  or  force  commander.    B.    Squadron  pilot  and  air  crew 
complements  are  controlled  by  the  same  directives  as 
modified  by  necessity  as  follows:     1.    Standard  pilot 
and  aircrew  complement  desired  is  150%  of  standard  plane 
complement.     2.    This  complement  will  be  allowed  to  fall 
to  1255&  before  active  replacement  measures  need  be  taken. 
Priority  of  assignment  of  replacements  should  go  to  squad- 
rons below  this  minimum  figure.     3.     Replacement  pilots 
and  tneir  aircrews  will  soon  be  supplied  as  "combat 
replacement  teams".    These  teams  shall  not  be  broken  up 
to  fill  complements  to  exact  figures.    Replacement  shall 
be  made  by  whole  team  and  by  whole  air  crews  pilot  and 
his  aircrewmen  and  small  variations  over  or  under  the 
exact  complement  is  allowed  to  accommodate  this  method 
of  replacement.    4.    Leveling  off  complements  by  exchang- 
ing pilots  between  groups  and  squadrons  is  undesirable  and 
shall  not  be  done  except  in  cases  of  grave  inequality 
and  then  only  when  the  military  situation  and  the  condi- 
tion of  the  depleted  squadron  demands  such  measures.  The 
squadron  complement  must  be  considered  in  assigning  tasks 
so  that  pilots  in  depleted  squadrons  will  not  be  exhausted 
carrying  an  unadjusted  load.     2.    Task  Groups  Commanders 
may  deal  directly  with  replacement  sources  afloat  or 
ashore  in  the  forward  area  to  replenish  the  air  groups. 
This  function  entails  the  preparation  of  a  list  of  require- 
ments.    Finding  out  from  the  sources  just  wnat  is  avail- 
able and  Handling  the  physical  details  of  getting  the 
replacements  on  board.    Com  TP  38  desires  a  copy  of  the 
task  group  requirements  in  advance  of  any  replenishment 
period  at  which  he  will  be  present  in  order  to  prorate 
the  supply  should  the  demands  of  2  or  more  task  groups 
exceed  the  supply.     In  the  absence  of  Com  TF  38  the 
senior  task  group  commanuer  is  authorized  to  perform 
the  function.     J>.    This  command  needs  up  to  date  infor- 
mation on  the  combat  status  of  the  airgroups  and  directs 
that  the  task  group  commander  forward  by  message  drop 
after  each  replenishment  period  a  status  report  showing 
b;    ships  the  pilot  composition  of  each  squadron  listing 
separately  the  VP(iT)  and  the  VF(P).    Also  it  is  desired 
that  this  report  show  the  numbers  of  planes  by  types  on 
board  indicating  those  fitted  with  special  equipment 
such  as  APS-6,  AIA,  APS -3 ,  APS-4 ,  rocket,  photographic, 
target  towing,  package  guns  and  the  like. 
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22  0121      CTF  95  to  CINCPOA  Info  C OMGENAAFPO A ,  CTF  94 


Your  192321.     ComFwdArea  250233  October  stated  that 
"The  principal  worthwhile  ground  targets  for  your 
planes  at  present  are  shipping".    My  280020  October 
outlined  my  most  efficient  plan  to  comply  with  this 
directive  which  was  a  daily  shipping  strike  in  the 
KANPO  3H0T0  by  heavy  bombers  and  stated  that  this 
was  not  considered  profitable  and  efficient  employment 
of  heavy  bombardment  aviation  but  is  the  maximum 
effort  that  can  be  made  against  shipping  under  his 
directive.    Dunkers  Derby  was  changed  to  a  blind 
bombing  area  effective  10  November  and  promising 
results  were  achieved  with  VMB  612  and  B-24  snoopers 
blind  bombing  at  night.    Further  experience,  elimination 
of  material  bugs,  and  development  of  tactics  would 
undoubtedly  greatly  increase  efficiency  of  these  attacks., 
Blind  bombing  restrictions  were  again  placed  in  effect 
in  this  area  on  16  November.  However  VMB  612  has  and 
is  being  utilized  at  night  against  enemy  shipping 
in  harbors.  B-24  snoopers  are  at  present  enployed  in 
mining  operations.  Daily  shipping  strikes  have  been 
conducted  except  when  higher  priority  directives 
have  taken  precedence  such  as  a  maximum  effort  on 
10,  11  and  12  November  against  IW0  JTMA  as  directed 
by  Com3rdFleet  to  support  the  surface  force  bombard- 
ment on  nite  11-12  November,  furnishing  escort  for 
photographic  missions  and  mining  operations.  Shipping 
attacked  has  been  in  well  protected  harbors  which  make 
low  level  daylight  attacks  prohibitively  dangerous 
with  slow  unmaneuverable  liberators.  The  measures  I 
consider  practicable  to  improve  the  efficiency  of  our 
operations  against  shipping  are  (l)  Remove  blind 
bombing  restrictions  in  dunkers  derby  under  previously 
arranged  conditions  (2)  Conduct  nightly  shipping 
search  and  attack  by  PBJ's  and  snooper  B-24*s  (3) 
Continue  experiment  and  Development  of  nite  tactics 
of  PBJ»s  and  B-24  snoopers  (4)  Bomb  shipping  by 
daylight  from  high  level  only  when  targets  are 
particularly  valuable  or  of  large  size. 


26  1935       C0MIN0H  and  CNO  to  CQM7THFLT,  Info  CINCPOA.  3INC3WFA. 

C0M30PAC   


Because  of  the  necessity  for  establishing  in  the 
PHILIPPINES  at  the  earliest  practicable  date  the 
maximum  proportion  of  the  facilities  needed  to  meet 
the  pressing  Fleet  requirements  of  the  current  war 
it  is  desired  that  with  the  concurrence  of  OINCS^PA 
you  constiture  a  board  to  survey  and  recommend  the 
extent  to  which  the  LEYTE  area  can  be  developed  as 
as  Naval  Base  to  meet  the  overall  requirements  set 
forth  in  your  181047.  CinCPOA  will  furnish  consulting 
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26  1935      COMINOH  and  GEO  to  COM7THFIT.  Info  CINCPOA.  CINCS7JPA. 
COM30PAC  (Continued) 

representative.  Para.  It  is  contemplated  that 
installations  and  facilities  comparable  to  MANTJ3  will 
be  provided  f orLEYTS  area  using  for  this  purpose  to 
the  greatest  practicable  extent  those  which  can  be 
moved  forward  from  ESPIRITU  SANTO .  Para.  Survey- 
should  indicate  maximum  development  practicable  without 
regard  to  potential  availability  of  MANILA.  OLONGAPO. 
SUBIC  area  which  I  contemplate  will  be  needed  only 
to  meet  local  Naval  requirements. 

01  1246      CTF  77  to  ALL  TFC'S  AND  TGC'S  7TPI  FLEET,  COM  7TH  FLEET 
Info  CINCSVJTA,   CiaCPAC. "COM  3RD  FLEET,  COMAAF ,  COMAF  5, 
COMGEN  6TH  ARI.T,   COMDESRONS  21  60  5  22  54  gl  6  23 .  COMINCH 

This  is  my  TSS  OpPlen  18-44.    Task  Organization.    A  - 
ORMOC  Attack  Group  RAdm  Struble  Forces  Assigned 
MINDORO  Attack  Group  TG  78.3  plus  12  additional  LSM 
when  available.    Fara  1      General  Situation  and  Enemy 
Forces  as  in  current  intelligence  summaries  to  be  obtained 
from  CTF  77  snd  ComGen  6th  Army.     Own  forces  and  6th 
Army  will  conduct  amphibious  operations  to  seize  a 
beachhead  in  ORMOC  BAT  in  enemy  helu  territory.  BUAN.Q 
The  77th  Division  less  1  RCT  to  destroy  Japanese  forces 
opposing  our  advance  on  LEYTE.     FT  operations  in  LEYTE 
area  as  contined  in  daily  FT  intent  dispatches.  TAS- 
MANIA operations  as  directed  from  time  to  time  by  CTF  77. 
Allied  Air  Forces  will  furnish  fighter  cover  and  direct 
support  within  limits  of  capabilities.     Special  BlacK 
Cat  night  search  of  approaches  to  objective  area.  Night 
fighter  cover  at  dusk  and  dawn  weather  permitting.  Para 
2  and  3  A    This  force  will  by  amphibious  operations 
trans i-ort  protect  and  land  elements  of  6th  Army  in  order 
to  assist  in  occupation  ORMOC  BAY  ARO QRQT YDWFA  CTG  7S.3 
arrange  with  CAAF  for  air  protection  to  convoys  and 
direct  air  support  of  the  landing.     Sweep  for  mines 
as  necessary.     Provide  amphibious  vessels  for  resupply. 
Protect  advanced  echelons.    Xray    Commanders  ordering 
movements  disseminate  information  to  all  concerned  to 
prevent  accidental  engagement  own  forces.     This  OpPlan 
effective  on  receipt.     CTG  78.3  report  CG  6th  Army 
coordination  planning.    Target  date  for  D  day  7  Dec. 
Para  4    Logistics  at  LliYTE.    Para  5  Communication. 
Command  relative  to  relations.    Time  in  accordance 
Annex  A  my  Op  Plan  15-44.     CANF  Com7thFlt  and  Commander 
Central  Phib  Attack  force  in  WASATFXO    Pass  to  all 
holders  CANF  OpPlan. 


2  ?  3  -v..- 
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02  0254    COMAIRPAC  to  CINCPaC 


C3 


Following  overal  plan  proposed  to  implement  employment 
Marine  VMF  squadrons  on  CVs.     (A)    Train  and  qualify 
VMFs-124,  213,  216,  217  at  PEARL.     (B)     On  West  Coast 
train  and  qualify  VMFs-123,  214,  221,  451,  452  plus  1 
additional  VMF  nominated  by  ComMarCarAirGroups.  (C) 
Complement  each  squadron  to  be  18  F4U-1D  and  150  percent 
pilots.     (D)  Assign  to  each  squadron  p  rsonnel  for  air- 
craft maintenance  while  embarked.     (E)  Embark  2  Marine 
fitrons  in  each  of  5  CVs  with  air  group  complement  of 
36  VMF;  31  VP;  4  VF(N) ;  2  VF(P) ;  15  VSB;  15  VTB.  For 
planning  Marine  VMF  embark  VMF  124-213  to  Ef.SEX;  VMF 
216-217  to  WASP;  VMF  123-214  to  BENNINGTON;  VMF  221-451 
to  BUNKER  HILL;  VMF  452- ( nomination )  to  FRANKLIN. 
ComCenAirFMFPac  concurs.    Request  approval. 

02  1258     J0:.IIKCII  and  CNO  to  CINCSWPA  Info  CINCPAC;  C0M7THFLT . 
M.u-:C0RP3 ;  CHIEF  0?  STAFF  ARMY : 

Recent  carrier  aircraft  losses  and  the  urgent  require- 
ment for  carrier  fighter  aircraft  complements  to  be 
increased  has  necessitated  assigning  Marine  Fighter 
Squadrons  to  these  ships.    Marine  Fighter  Squadrons 
of  MAW  1  temporarily  assigned  Com7thFlt  by  my  311330 
May  are  needed  for  this  purpose.  Please  recommend 
dates  their  transfer  can  be  effected. 


05  1411     ARNOLD ,   C 0MGENAAFP0 A  to  RICHARDSON  for  HARMON,  CINCPOA. 

Info  C0I.IG5fB0MC0H  21,   GIFiGS'./PA,  KENNY,   C0MGEN11TH  AIR 
FORCE . 

V/ARX  72670.  Rerad  Army  Air  Forces  Pacific  Ocean  Areas, 
10026  dated  4  December  1944.    Plans  present  call  for 
assignment  of  655  Bombardment  Squadron  Heavy  (Long 
Range  .Veather  Reconnaissance)  B-24L  weather  modified 
for  defensive  combat  only  to  20  Air  Force  with  1 
flight  under  operational  control  of  each  of  following: 
Army  Air  Forces  Pacific  Ccean  Areas,  Far  East  Air 
Force  and  11  Air  Force  under  this  plan  "A"  flight 
consisting  of  Ground  Echelon  2  officers  49  enlisted 
men,  Air  Echelon  1  officer  and  21  enlisted  men,  Flight 
Echelon  16  officers  and  24  enlisted  men  and  4  air- 
craft and  minimum  mainenance  equipment  will  be 
ready  to  move  to  MARIANAS  as  follows:     Ground  Echelon 
enroute  port,  Air  Echelon  1  January  45,  Flight  Echelon 

I  January  45.  "B"  Flight  consisting  of  approximately 
same  should  be  ready  for  movement  to  Far  East  Air 
Force  1  March  45  and  "C"  Flight  consisting  of 
approximately  same  should  be  ready  for  movement  to 

II  Air  Force  1  March  45.  Consideration  by  this  head-^OQp 
quarters  indicated  there  may  be  necessity  for  change  c,c.oz 


DE  CEMBSR  (GCT) 

KCIASSIF/ED 

05  1411      ARNOLD.   JO?£GENAA?P0A  to  RICHARDSON  for  HARMON,   GINCPO  9 , 

info  co:;lgek?oi:com  21,  jincsapa,  j-^n-T,  zo:jr^irm  ;,tr 

FORCE,  (Continued) 

in  this  plan  for  following  reasons:  Para  A  careful 
study  of  Vfest  Pacific  V,rea:her  conditions  indicates 
a  minimum  requirement  for  2  flights  to  be  flown  daily 
from  bases  as  designated  by  letter  from  Deputy  Commander 
20  Air  Force  6  September  44  to  headquarters  20  Air 
Force  regarding  aircraft  for  weather  reconnaissance 
in  order  to  assure  minimum  weather  coverage  necessary 
for  tactical  operations  now  being  conducted  Para  B  it 
is  assumed  that  additional  special  weather  flights  will 
be  necessary  under  varying  meteorological  conditions 
and  tactical  requirements  para  C    1  flight  of  above 
strength  can  provide  only  1  Long  Range  weather  mission 
(1  Airfraft)  perday  except  that  breakdown  of  equipment 
or  sickness  of  personnel  will  make  daily  mission 
impossible.    Para  D  maximum  radius  of  120  statute  miles 
(deducting  150  miles  for  every  AP0B  to  MAX  ceiling 
25000).    Therefore  since  1  flight  can  not  meet 
requirements  the  following  plan  is  proposed:     Para  A 
Entire  655  Bombardment  Squadron  Heavy  (12  aircraft 
unit  equipment)  be  placed  under  operational  control 
of  C0MGENAAFP0A  and  based  in  MARIANAS  for  purpose  of 
meeting  requirements  stated  above.    Para  B  Additional 
weather  reconnaissance  units  to  be  provided  for 
Southwest  Pacific  Areas  and  ALEUTIANS  for  supporting 
20  Air  Force  operations.    Para  C  "feather  reconnaissance 
squadron  to  be  assigned  to  311  reconnaissance  Vv'ing 
under  Headquarters  Army  Air  Forces  for  administration 
and  housekeeping.    If  you  concur  in  proposed  plan 
effort  will  be  made  to  prepare  "B"  and  "C"  flights  655 
Bombardment  Squadron  Heavy  for  movement  to  MARIANAS 
1  March  45.    This  headquarters  will  propose  appropriate 
action  to  provide  necessary  weather  reconnaissance 
units  for  Southwest  Pacific  Area  and  ALEUTIANS.  Request 
Comment . 
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07  1038      OTP  77  to  CINCSWPA  Info  COM  7TH  FLT;  COMINCH;  COM 
3RD  ?LT;  CIKCFAC 


Summary  7  December.     Landing  operations  0EMOC  BAY 
carried,  out  according  plan  with  minor  opposition 
encountered  ashore.     4  LSM's  and  1  LCI  unable  retract. 
7/ill  attempt  refloat  at  high  water  and  retire  to 
BAY  BAY.     Attack  force  departed  objective  area  about 
1130  I (-9)  for  return  LSYTE  GOLF,  Preliminary 
report  damages  sustained  during  numerous  air  attacks 
thru  out  the  day.     WARD  APD  16  seriously  hit  during 
dive  bombing  attack  at  0950  I (-9)  and  abandoned. 
MAHAN  DD  364  also  badly  damaged  by  air  attack.  Both 
WARD  and  MAHAN  ordered  sunk  by  gunfire  after  removal 
personnel.     LIDDLE  ( APD  60)  was  suicide  crash  dive 
on  bridge  structure.    Estimate  8  officers  and  un- 
known number  men  killed  or  wounded.    LIDDLE  reported 
able  proceed  under  own  power  with  emergency  steering 
aft.    Tug  standing  by.    Fires  reported  on  WALKE 
(DD  723)  and  0 BRISK  (DD  725) .    Extent  damages  un- 
known.    Suicide  dive  and  bombing  attack  at  1630  I 
(-9)  caused  minor  damage  with  hit  forward  on  L3T  737. 
Fire  on  LAM30N  DD  367  due  to  hit  on  bridge  from  same 
attack  apparently  under  control.    LAM30N  under  tow 
for  return  LEYTS.    HOPE  AH  7  reported  under  air  attack 
about  1900  on  6  December  position  Lat  10-47  north 
Long  125-30  east  while  departing  LEYTE.     Ship  was 
illuminated  and  observing  full  hospital  ship  procedure. 
2  bombs  missed  starboard  quarter.    No  reported  damage 
to  ship. 
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09  0556      MAC ARTHUR  to  COM  ALLIED  NaVAL  FORCES  ( CTF  77  .7A3ATCH ) 


O 
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OOil  .J^IZ'Ij  ;.,;V  J.  FQUQU  (AD? 


3R0?LT,  CGLiGEN  6TII  ARMY. 
CTG  78,3.   CTG  77.12.  GTU 


STH 


Info  CINCP0AL 


COM 


JOMGSK  8TH  ARMY",  00M7THFLT". 
77.12.7.  CQli'lF  5.  CTF  93. 


CX-54574      Follows  missions  and  coordination  of  3rd 
Fleet  carrier  based  and  SWPA  Air  for  L3  Operation. 
3rd  Fleet  neutralizes  hostile  air  and  shipping  in  the 
LUZON  area  U  minus  1  through  U  plus  1  Day;  is  prepared 
to  strike  hostile  airfields  and  shipping  in  LUZON  on 
U  plus  4  through  U  plus  6  Day  to  cover  movement  of 
U  plus  6  V/ABERVW  echelon;  on  above  days  destroys 
hostile  shipping  on  the  west  coast  of  LUZON  south  of 
LINGAYEN  (inclusive)  to  assist  in  preventing  hostile 
surface  reaction  against  objective  area;  is  prepared 
to  strike  hostile  naval  forces  in  VISAYAN  waters  and 
westward  thereof  within  range  which  threaten  our 
overwater  movements.  Para.  Allied  Air  forces  with 
494  Bombardment  Group  (7th  Air  Force)  under  operational 
control  will  neutralize  hostile  air  forces  and  shipping 
in  the  BIC0L3-VI3AYA3,  MINDANAO,  SULU  ARCHIPELAGO  and 
northeastern  BORNEO;  Provide  cover  for  overwater 
movements  as  requested  by  Commander  Allied  Naval  Forces: 
Relieve  Allied  Naval  Forces  of  an  provide  day  cover 
over  objective  area  and  for  convoys,  and  protection 
against  hostile  surface  and  underwater  forces  beginning 
on  U  Day  after  the  departure  of  escort  carrier:  Initiate 
neutralization  hostile  air  and  shipping  in  the  LUZON 
area  with  range  of  MIND0R0  at  earliest  practicable 
date.     Para.  Allied  Naval  Forces  (escort  carriers) 
augmented  as  arranged  with  Commander  Allied  Air  Forces 
will  provide  cover  for  the  amphibious  movement  and 
protection  against  hostile  air,  surface  and  underwater 
forces  to  include  U  Day  until  relieved  by  Allied  Air 
Forces  of  this  responsibility;  will  cover 
landing  on  U  Day  until  relieved  by  Allied 
Para.  Dividing  line  between  3rd  Fleet  and 
Pacific  Air  Forces  ( including  7th  Air  ~Ff 
14-30  North,  125-00  East;  14-30  North, 


and  support 
Air  Forces. 
Southwest 
rorce)  will  be: 
121-50  East; 


13-35  North,  121-50  East; 
and  the  Allied  Air  Forces 
when  either  force  strikes 


Thence  due  west.  3rd  Fleet 
will  exchange  information 
in  the  area  of  the  other. 


Notification  should  be  given  as  far  in  advance  as 
practicable  indicating  the  target  to  be  attacked, 
approximate  scale  of  effort,  the  time  of  attack. 
In  emergency  notification  only  is  required.    The  3rd 
Fleet  may  at  discretion  put  fighter  sweeps  into  the 
BI00L  Area  of  LUZON  without  notification. 


■93  ore-?-  ^ 
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13  0420 


Form  Task  Group  77.14.  Rear  Adm  Chandler  in  LOUIJVILLE 
MINNEAPOLIS  CJ0KD3SR0N  23  in  CHARLES  AU3BURNE,  CONVERSE, 
FOOTS ,  STERETT ,  WILSON*  Information  accordance  current 
intelligence  summaries.  Task.  Protect  L3YT3  GULF  and 
close  approaches  thereto  from  enemy  surface  raiding 
forces.    Remain  at  anchor  SAN  PEDRO  on  1/2  hours 
notice  or  underway  in  LSYT3  GULF  as  circumstances 
dictate.    Be  prepared  to  sortie  on  short  notice. 
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16  0003 


26  0612 


26  2050 


cinjpo.l  to  co::^tpoa: 

Your  RJ-42999  (130900).  In  view  of  the  terms  of  the 
Filbas  Agreement  concurred  in  by  your  100044Z  I 
prefer  not  to  ask  for  the  release  of  individual 
junior  officers  without  including  the  reason  for 
requesting  the  particular  individual.    Otherwise  we 
may  give  CII^CS./PA  the  impression  that  the  agreement 
is  not  to  be  meticulously  observed  as  a  matter  of 
routine  procedure. 


GTF  93  to  OTP  93.2  Info  XMG5N  ARkY  aIRFOR  POA.  CTG  93.3, 
0073-5  0-T.-:t  OTU  93.1.1; 94.4.1:  94.4.2;  CO  318  fioi^r 
group,  ctf  94,  cg  eoi:fjol:  2lT"^ 

My  orders  2-44  and  4-44  modified  during  period  29 
December  to  10  January  inclusive  as  follows: 
CTG  93.2  with  2  squadrons  heavy  bombers  strike  1,70  JTMA 
daily  between  1530  and  1730  K(-10).    With  1  Heavy 
Bomber  harass  1-70  JTI.TA  every  three  quarters  of  an  hour 
from  dark  until  0200  K.    Use  frage  at  night. 

CINCPAC  to  C0K3RDFLT.  CTF  38  Info  GTG  38.1.  38.2. 

COKAIRPAC  ,   COECAIRPAC  1  ADEIN  H 

CTF  38  250550.     V/hile  appreciating  requirements  for  all 
possible  VF  strenght  in  next  operation  and  desirability 
of  CTF  38  proposal  the  current  and  prospective  avail- 
ability of  VF  types  indicates  that  further  increases  in 
fighter  complements  at  this  time  may  seriously  jeopardize 
support  of  carriers  in  future  important  operations.  In 
view  of  the  above  proposed  increases  in  WASP  and  ESSEX 
are  not  approved.  __Com3rdFlt  22041?  not  received  by 
ComAirPac  or  CinCPac. 
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26  0036      OTF  36  for  CCMAIRP^C  to  GINCPAC  Info  OTP  38,  CQM3RDFLT 

jo:  jrp.o  imJK).  •  


Due  to  non  availability  INTREPID,  FRANKLIN  and  routine 
overhaul  BUNKER  HILL  for  Musketeer  Operations  have 
authorized  temporary  complement  91  Fignters,  15  Avengers 
in  ESSEX  and  iAJP.    Tnis  authorization  cancelled  upon 
completion  current  operation. 


27  2055      CCIJNCU  &  GITO  to  CIMGPOA  Info  J0M7TIIFLT .  CINCSV, 
C0:.30PAC. 


Report  of  Board  on  LEYTE  Base  and  CinCJWPA  endorsement 
received.     In  general  approval  appears  indicated  subject 
to  some  reductions.     The  required  base  components 
additional  to  those  from  E3PIRITU  are  available  in  U.S. 
except  for  construction  and  Medical.     18  CB  Battalions 
2  and  1/2  CB  Specials  and  personnel  for  6500  hospital 
beds  must  come  from  your  resources.     ,/ith  reference  to 
roll-up  E3PIRITU         consider  that  repair  situation 
including  that  for  merchant  ships  may  reauire  retention 
ESPIRITU  Ship  Repair  Facilities  until  new  facilities 
that  can  be  provided  from  tj.S..  at  LEYTE  are  operative 
and  therefore  action  on  para  3A  UR3ER  004488'  of  20 
December  should  be  withheld  pending  decision.  Comment. 


28  2358       GINCPAC  to  ALX-'AC  Info  COIHNCH,   C0M7THFL3ET ,  C0M,/E33EA?R0N 


Effective  1  January  1945  (1)  Escort  Carrier  Force  Pacific 
organized  as  follows:  QarDiv  22  S.tKGAMON  2o  Flag 
3UWANBE  27  Relief  Flag  CHENANGO  28  3ANTEE  29  para. 
CARDI7  23  KITKUN  BAY  71  Flag  HOGGATT  BAY  75  Relief 
Flag  STAKE  ISLAND  65  N3H2NTA  BAY  74  SHAMROCK  BAY  84 
ANZIO  57  (AS'./).    Para.     CarDiv  24  MARCUS  ISLAND  77 
Flag  SHIPLEY  BAY  85  Relief  Flag  SAVO  ISLAND  78 
OMMANEY  BAY  79  STEAMER  BM  87  C0RR3GID0R  58  (AS',/). 
Para.  ftriRDIV  2.5  SAGINAW  BAY  82  Flag  NATOHA  BAY  62 
Relief  Flag  PETROF  BAY  80  RUDYSRD  BAY  81  SARGENT  BAY 
83  TULAGI  72  (A3W).  Para.  CarDiv^^l^N  ISLAND  93 
Flag  FAN3HAW  BAY  70  Relief  Flag.  MANILA  BAY  61  LUNGA 
POINT  94  BISMARK  SEA  95  3ALAMAUA  96  ( ASW) .  Para. 
CarDiv  27  BLOCK  ISLAND  106  Flag  GILBERT  ISLANDS  107 
KTflXGULT"'108  CAPE  GLOUCESTER  109  TELL  A  GULF  111 
SIB0NEY  112.  (2)  Carrier  Training  Scuadron  organized 
as  follows:  CarDiv  11  SARATOGA  (CY-3)  Flag  TRIPOLI 
64  KA3AAN  BAY  69  MAKASSAR  STRAIT  91.  Para.   CarDiv  12 
RANGER  (CV-4)  Flag  TAKANTS  BAY  89  MATANTKAU  101 
COMMENCEMENT  BAY  105.   (3)  Carrier  Transport  Scuadron 
reorganized  as  follows:     LONG  ISLAND  1  COPAHEE  12 
NASSAU  16  ALTAMAHA  18  BARNES  20  BRETON  23  C  iSA  ELANCA 
55    TTITE  PLAI?T;  66  KALININ  BAY  68  F4DASHAN  EAY  76 
SITK.0H  BAY  86  CAPE  E3PERANCE  88  THETIS  BAY  90  V/INDHA," 
BAY  92  HOLLANDIA  97  KWAJALEIN  98  ADMIRALTY  ISLANDS  99 
BOUGAINVILLE  100  ATTTJ  102  ROI  103  MUNDA  104 .  Para.  IE :  ; 
RAM  SMS  TRACKER  and  HM3  ATHELING  are  assigned  to  23  02 
gger^atignal  control  of  ComCarTransRonPac  upon  reportirg 


■fglgggg-  /\ 
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29  015S       CINCPAC  ADI.IIN  to  COIQRD^LT.  CTF  38.   COKAIRPAC.  info 


DECLASSIFIED 


CINCPAC  ADMIN  to  CQI!3RDT?LTt  CTF  38.  C( 
COIIAIRFAC  A3Ur.'.   GTG  33..1.   CTG  33.2. 

Refer  GinGPac  281005  which  cancels  my  262050. 

30  0415       CINC  EAST  FIT  to  CINCPAC  Info  COIISOV/ESP^C  COIICRU- 

RON  4  COLDESDIV  48  GAPTS  DP  IN  COMPANY  USS  DALY . 

Request  I  may  send  a  party  to  MANUS  to  investigate 
the  facilities  that  we  shall  require  to  place  there 
(2)  the  party  would  consist  of  RAdm  Brind  (Commanding 
Cruisers)  in  IBIS  ST:7IFTSURE ,  RAdm  Fisher  (Commanding 
Fleet  FORMING)  in  HMS  HOWE  accompanied  by  3  des- 
troyers~TTr~ah  oiler  will  also  be  sent  (4)  the  party 
would  arrive  at  MANUS  in  mid  January  (5)  information 
is  also  requested  with  regards  the  discharging  at 
the  airfield  provisions  for  the  British  Pacific 
Fleet  at  MANUS. 

31  2359       CINCPOA  to  COM  Ik,   COKGSNIOTHARLIY.  C0I.EF7.DAREA  CENTPAC  , 

COMGENPOA,  COIISOPAC,  CQI-IIaRGIIS  AREA  info  CNO . 

I  hereby  delegate  to  each  action  addee  my  full 
authority  and  charge  with  responsibility  to  take, 
in  tne  ports  and  areas  under  their  respective 
control,  whatever  action  is  needed  to  carry  out 
the  full  intent  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  as 
expressed  in  JC3  100345  and  my  202346.:    This  con- 
firms and  makes  of  record  the  assignment  of  respons- 
ibility and  authority  described  in  my  personal 
letters  of  17  December  to  each  audee. 

01  0949      CTG  94.9  to  CTF  94    Info    CTF  93;  CINCPAC . 

CINCPAC  010731.    Am  getting  underway  with  CruDiv  5 
and  5  or  6  destroyers  at  2100  K(-10)  1  January, 
'••'ill  execute  CTF  94  Operation  Order  6-44  on  January 
4th  instead  of  January  5th  unless  directed  otherwise. 
Para.  Could  arrive  CIIILIgNN  time  0700  K(-10) 
January  3rd  but  no  chance  undetected  approach 
with  resultant  escape  of  enemy  ships.  Para.  Request 
early  advise  if  not  practicable  CTF  93  to  rearrange 
to  4th  Fit  4  January. 

01  0708      CINCPOA  to  CINCSWPA  info  C0K7THFLT. 

In  oreer  avoid  confusion  with  the  earlier  battle  of  the 
Philippines  Sea  and  to  clearly  establish  uniform 
iuentity  of  the  various  main  actions  between  Japanese 
and  U.S.  Naval  Forces  on  25  Oct.,  the  following,  names 
are  proposed:  Battle  of  3URIGA0  STRAIT,  Battle "of  SAMAR, 
Battle  of  CAFE  ENGANO.    Your  concurrence  requested. 
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06  1127  MACARTHDR  Via  CCM7thFLT  To  CCMSrdFLT  CINCPAC  Info  CCltlNCK  COS  ARMY* 

Southwest  Pacific  foroes  will  be  in  readiness  to  execute  either  ABSTRACT 
(HANS A  BAY)  or  MERCANTILE  (if ANUS  IS)  operation  by  about  mid  March,  moon 
conditions  dictating  about  24  March  reference  Com  12' e  050002  from  Halaey. 
Availability  of  amphibious  craft  will  not  permit  simultaneous  execution 
these  two  operations.    Z  possible  plans  based  on  availability  of  amphib- 
ious equipment  are:    Plan  1,  MERCANTILE-FOREARM  (KAVIENG)  24  March,  AB- 
STRACT 22  April j    Plan  2i    ABSTRACT  24  March,  MERC ANT ILE-FOREARM  22  May. 
Plan  1  favored  as  getting  in  with  overall  sequences  for  the  Pacific 
theater  and  greater  speed  in  the  execution  of  both  operations .  (C-172) 
I  desire  to  stabilise  planning  on  Plan  1.    Consequently  ComSoPac's  ear- 
ly concurrence  desired.    MERCANTILE  operation  under  either  plan  will 
require  coverage  by  ship  based  planes.    Weather  front  conditions  in 
WHIMSICAL  area  during  the  Northwest  Monsoon  which  extends  into  May 
makes  uncertain  that  land  based  aviation  from  BACKHANDER  (CAPE  GLOU- 
CESTER) and  MICHAELMAS  (SAIDOR)  can  assure  coverage  of  carriers  oper- 
ating in  WHIMSICAL  (BISMARCK  SEA).    There  must  be  sufficient  carrier 
based  aviation  to  insure  protection  of  the  carriers  as  well  as  to  cover 
the  landing  at  MERCANTILE  in  case  land  based  aviation  is  blocked  off  by 
weather  front.    CinCPac  commitment  of  carriers  required. 

CINCPAC  to  CINC  SOWESPAC  Info  C  CM  INCH  COMSOPAC  CCM7thFLEET. 

HICQM.    Current  plans  contemplate  strategic  support  of  MERCANTILE 
FOREARM  operation  by  strongest  practicable  carrier  attack  on  Japanese 
fleet  units  at  TRDK  and  operations  by  oarriers  fast  battleships  light 
forces  and  submarines  to  destroy  or  contain  the  enemy  fleet*  Con- 
currently it  is  intended  to  assign  for  direct  support  MERCANTILE  FORE- 
ARM total  of  8  escort  oarriers  and  not  more  than  1  fast  carrier  group* 
Your  061127,    Suggest  desireability  staggering  assaults  2  or  3  days 
sufficiently  to  permit  shifting  air  support  from  FOREARM  to  MERCANTILE 
or  vice  versa  and  that  weather  conditions  which  interfere  with  land 
based  aviation  will  likewise  affect  carrier  borne  aviation.    In  order 
that  all  operations  concerned  may  be  completely  coordinated  suggest 
conference  at  PEARL  attended  by  your  representative  at  time  to  be 
set  by  Admiral  Halsey  incident  to  his  return  from  Washington.  CominCh 
deliver  to  Halsey. 

08  0113  CINCSOWESPAC  to  CINCPOA  Info  COMINCB,  CCMSrdFLT  C0M7thFLT. 

(Jan)  

HICQM.    Concur  fully  in  general  program  set  forth  in  your  070621. 
7X£T40)  ~   

12  0107Z  MARSHALL  to  Admiral  Kimlti  Info  Richardson  Harmon. 
( Jan)  '  1 

9410  12th.    Richardson  has  submitted  request  for  increased  personnel 
for  his  headquarters  totaling  an  overall  increase  of  600  officers,  54 
warrant  officers  and  1866  enlisted  men.    We  are  ready  to  approve  imm- 
ediately an  increase  of  58  off ioers  4  warrant  officers  and  302  enlisted 
men  to  meet  part  of  his  requirements.    The  remainder  of  the  increase 
requested  is  under  study. 


CHI- 

January  (GCT) 
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12  0107  Marshall  to  Nimits  —continued— 

Physical  availability  of  personnel  has  beoom©  a  critical 
problem  to  the  extent  that  most  of  our  combat  divisions  are  under 
strength.    It  is  necessary  to  explore  every  source  of  personnel  in 
order  to  provide  those  essential  to  the  success  of  operations* 

A  superficial  examination  indicates  that  there  are  troops 
in  rear  areas  in  the  Pacific  considerably  in  excess  of  requirements. 
I  would  appreciate  your  views  as  to  what  reallocation  of  personnel 
and  units,  if  any,  can  be  effected  to  meet  the  requirements  indicated 
by  Richardson. 

As  Commander  in  Chief,  Pacific  Ocean  Areas,  it  is  the  War 
Departments  desire  to  afford  you  the  maximum  latitude  in  reallocation 
of  Army  forces  and  personnel  to  insure  maximum  efficiency  in  the  em- 
ployment of  each  individual  man.    I  would  greatly  appreciate  your 
frank  comments  and  recommendations  in  this  regard. 

12  0551  CINCPOA  to  COMS0PAC. 

This  is  HICOM.  Request  photographic  reconnaissance  of  TRUK  Atoll  and 
outlying  positions  as  practicable  be  completed  in  time  to  make  objec- 
tive data  available  for  HAILSTONE  operation  in  connection  MERCANTILE- 
FOREARM. 

18  0205  CCM7thFLEET  to  COMINCH  Info  CIHCPAC  CCMSrdFLT. 

This  is  HICOM.    The  Australian  Commonwealth  Naval  Board  has  informed 
me  that  advioe  has  been  received  from  the  Admiralty  that  the  following 
ships  are  to  be  ready  to  leave  the  Eastern  Fleet  about  the  end  of  Maroh 
1944  to  form  the  British  Pacific  Force.    RENOWN.     ILLUSTRIOUS.  VIC- 
TORIOUS.   CAMBIA.    CEYLON.    PHOEBE.    SPARTAN.    12  DD'e.    10  Frigates. 
Depot  ships  WOOLWICH,  UNICORN  and  RESOURCE.    Also  that  further  advioe 
will  be  forthcoming  concerning  escort  carriers  and  as  to  reinforcements 
to  be  sent  at  the  end  of  1944. 

Above  constituted  official  notice  as  required  by  agreement 
077212  of  17  December  1942  relative  logistic  support, 

23  1510  JCS  to  CINC  SOWESPAC  Info  C0MS0PAC  CINCPOA. 

-"PTMOOT  CECRBTh 

1.  Task. 

On  completion  of  CARTWHEEL,  operations  will  be  undertaken 
for  seizure  or  control  of  the  BISMARCK  ARCHIPELAGO  with  forces  of  the 
South  and  Southwest  Pacific  Areas.    The  advance  along  the  north  coast 
of  NEW  GUINEA  will  be  continued  in  accordance  with  Sextant  decisions, 

2.  Command. 

These  operations  will  be  under  the  command  of  the  Commander 
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23  1510  JCS  to  CINC  SOWESPAC  --continued- 


la  Chief,  Southwest  Pacific  Area.    South  Pacifio  Forces,  operating 
for  the  seizure  or  control  of  the  KAVIENG  area,  will  be  employed  under 
the  direct  command  of  ComSoPac. 


3*  Forces* 

Additional  naval  support  and  assault  shipping  for  the 
BISMARCK  ARCHIPELAGO  operation  will  be  furnished  by  CINCPOA  as  dir- 
ected by  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff. 

4.  General  cover  for  the  BISMARCK  ARCHIPELAGO  operations  will 
be  furnished  by  CINCPOA  as  directed  in  231515. 

5.  The  target  date  for  the  BISMARCK  ARCHIPELAGO  operation  is 
1  April  1944. 

23  1515  JCS  to  CINCPOA  Info  CINCSOWESFAC  COMSOPAC  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

MOST  SECRET.    Kinkaid  pass  to  Mao Arthur  Nimitz  pass  to  Richardson. 
Halsey  give  to  Harmon. 

1*      Operations  for  seizure  or  control  of  BISMARCK  ARCHIPELAGO 
and  for  the  advance  along  HEW  GUINEA  will  be  conducted  under  the 
command  of  the  Commander  Southwest  Pacific  Area,  as  directed  in  231510. 

2.  You  will  provide  cover  for  BISMARCK  ARCHIPELAGO  operations 
by  destroying  or  containing  the  Japanese  Fleet.    These  covering  oper- 
ations will  remain  under  your  direct  command. 

3,  You  will  furnish  CinCSoWesPac  additional  assault  shipping 
and  Naval  support  forces  for  operations  against  the  BISMARCK  ARCHIP- 
ELAGO as  directed  by  the  Joint  Chief »  of  Staff.    Target  date  for  the 
BISMARCK  ARCHIPELAGO  operations  is  1  April  1944. 

23  1520  JCS  to  CINCSOWESPAC  CINCPOA  Info  COMSOPAC. 


-j&MflST  BBCHEE*    This  refers  to  directive  to  CinCSoWesPac  for  action 
and  to  CinCPOA  and  ComSoPao  for  information  231510.    It  is  desired 
that  your  or  your  designated  representatives  consider  at  the  confer- 
ence to  be  held  at  PEARL  Qn  27  January  the  additional  naval  support 
and  assault  shipping  required  for  BISMARCK  ARCHIPELAGO  operations  and 
submit  your  recommendations  to  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  without  delay. 

25  1303  COM  INCH  &  CNO  to  CINCPOA  CINCSOWESPAC  Info  COMSOPAC  WAR  DEPT. 

UTMOST -SESft&h    British  propose  that  they  send  into  Pacific  about 
April"  A  Task  Force  from  Eastern  Fleet  consisting  of  1  CC  2  Cv"  4  CL 
12  DD  10  Frigates  1  AD  1  AR  and  1  ARV.    Total  aircraft  complement 
42  TBR  56  VP*    Antiaircraft  batteries  in  addition  to  4.6 's  include 
PomPom  barrels  CC  12  CV  24  CL  8  to  12  also  OBL  IKONS  from  16  to  6. 
British  cannot  provide  shore  based  support  to  their  aircraft.  Your 
comments  and  recommendations  desired  on  suitability  for  employment 
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25  1303  COMTNCH  &  CNO  to  CTNCPOA  CIWCSOWESPAC  —  continued  — 


in  your  areas.    If  not  considered  suitable  what  modifications  in 
armament  do  you  recommend*    If  suitable  recommended  employment 
and  date  desired  in  area  with  comments  on  logistic  implications. 
War  Dept  concurs  in  despatch  this  message* 

26  2130  CINCFAC  to  COMIHCH  info  CINCSOffESPAC  COMSQPaC. 

Hi Com.    Movements  of  carriers  fast  battleships  and  attached  light 
forces  will  be  governing  factor.    Your  242123.    They  should  cover 
newly  seized  positions  in  MARSHALLS  until  shore  installations  permit 
effective  operation  of  our  aircraft  then  return  to  Central  and  South 
Pacific  Bases  for  voyage  and  battle  repairs  and  rehabilitation  of  air 
groups  and  preparations  to  make  the  HAILSTONE  operations  as  effective 
as  possible  since  it  is  the  best  opportunity,  now  in  prospect  to  bring 
enemy  fleet  to  action.    Movements  of  APA's  and  fire  support  ships  can 
be  adjusted  as  necessary  to  meet  20  March  date.    Consider  estimate  of 
April  1st  more  in  accordance  with  probable  developments  but  concur  in 
earlier  date  for  planning  purposes  in  order  to  be  ready  to  capitalize 
on  more  favorable  developments.    Much  depends  on  extant  of  damage  in- 
flicted on  enemy  in  all  areas  in  next  2  months. 


27  0541  CTP  57  to  CinCPOA. 


HiCom  for  Admiral  Nimitz.    Hale  returns  with  report  on  planned  early 
reorganization  this  force  as  follows.    He  is  to  command  and  operate 
all  shore  based  air  and  plan  execute  and  report  on  all  offense  air 
operations.    I  am  to  handle  search,  shore  installations,  etc.    in  fact 
a  divided  command  in  which  he  is  responsible  to  you  for  the  fighting 
and  I  do  the  housekeeping.    He  seems  very  sure  of  hiB  statements.  I 
cannot  believe  plan  for  such  a  radical  change  with  its  many  angles 
both  internal  and  for  the  war  effort  would  be  made  without  being  re- 
ferred here.    Above  same  as  proposal  made  by  CoraGenCentPao  in  your 
secret  security  letter  002452  October  26  ref.  0  Enclosure  2.  Please 
enlighten  me. 


29  1756  C0MINCH  &  CNO  to  CINCPAC. 


Hi Com.    Your  222141  referred  to  War  Department  who  .state  instructions 
clarifying  issue  have  been  sent  Generals  Richardson  Ryan  and  Hale. 
Inform  me  if  not  satisfactory  to  you. 
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12  0503  CINCFOA  to  CTF  57  Info  CCMGENCENTPAC  COMCENPACFOR. 

This  is  HiG  ora.    My  150433  December.    To  ©nsure  adequate  effectiveness  Army 
heavy  repeat  heavy  bombardment  units  later,  desire  they  be  placed  in  rest 
status  until  20  January.    Their  routine  strikes  may  be  suspended  except  in 
emergency  or  in  case  vitally  important  targets  are  available. 

13  0213  CTF  57  to  CINCPOA. 

HiConu    Your  120503  affirmative.    Will  explain  as  a  period-  of  consolidation 
incident  moving  from  ELLICE  to  GILBERT  Bases.    Flying  in  3  medium  and  4  heavy 
squadrons  on  15th.    My  080135  things  going  nicely  here  under  chief  of  staff 
Colonel  Carr. 


14  0202  COMSOPAC  to  CINCPAC  Info  COMCENPAC  COMAIRCENPAC  COMAIRSOPAC. 


This  is  HiCom.    Will  be  prepared.    Your  130230.    To  strike  NAURU  as  situation 
dictates.    Request  advise  dates  when  these  strikes  will  be  most  effective 
connection  your  operations* 

14  1953    CINCPAC  to  COMSOPAC  info  COMINCH. 


HiCom.    Your  140550.    Your  representations  will  of  course  receive  full 
consideration.    However  with  total  of  only  4  to  5  carrier  groups  available 
assignment  of  more  than  1  to  direct  support  is  inconsistent  with  concept 
of  carrier  attack  on  ANACONDA  in  maximum  strength.    Accordingly  planning 
will  proceed  on  basis  given  you  in  my  070521  for  the  present.    Success  of 
HAILSTONE  operation  and  safety  of  forces  engaged  requires  that  enemy  aircraft 
be  primary  objective  first  attack.    Proposal  your  140028  therefore  unaccept- 
able.   Desire  reconnaissance  be  conducted  accordance  my  120351. 

18  0330    CINCPAC  to  CTF  57,  COMSOPAC  Info  COMCEIITPACFOR. 

HiCom.  Commencing  D  minus  10  FLINTLOCK  ComSoPac  report  daily  with  info  to 
other  adees  the  presence  or  absence  of  enemy  aircraft  at  NAURU.     If  planes 
are  operating  therefrom  ComSoPac  strike  NAURU  fields  on  D  minus  7  and  D  minus 
5  days.    Para.    Provided  there  are  positive  indications  that  planes  from 
there  are  searching  the  area  towards  the  GILBERTS  CTF  57  strike  NAURU  on 
D  minus  6  and  1)  minus  4  days. 


23  OB 


ma*re£.     c.rp.  b.  Task.    Or.  completion  of  CASTWHE3L,  operations  will  be 
undertaken  for  seizure  or  control  of  the  DTSMARK  ARCHIPELAGO  with 
forces  of  the  South  and  Southwest  Pacific  Areas.  The  advance,  along 
the  north  coast  of  NEW  GUINEA  will  be  continued  in  accordance  with 
Sextant  decisions.     Command.     These  operations  will  be  under  the 
command  of  the  Comma?, der  in  Chief,  Southwest  Pacific  Area.  South 
Pacific  Forces,  operating  for  the  seizure,  of  control  o"  the  EAVIENG 
Area,  will  be  employed  under  the  direct  command  of  ComSoPac. 
Forces.    Additional  naval  support  and  assault  shipping  for  the 
BISMARK  ARCHIPELAGO  operation  will  be  burnished  by  CinCPOA  as  directed 
by  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff.    General  cover  for  the  BISMARK  \RCHIPELAGO 
operations  will  be  furnished  by  CinCPOA  as  directed  in  331515.  Ahe 
target  date  00  for  the  BISMARK  ARCHIPELAGO  operation  is  1  April  1944. 

23  1515  JCS  to  CINCPOA  Info  CINCSCVESPAC  COMSOR  C  7TAP  DEPARTMENT. 

Mtist  ajwi'L  In    Kinkaid  pass  to  Mac  Arthur  Nimitz  pass  to  Richardson. 
Halsey  give  to  Harmon.    Operations  for  seizure  or  control  of  BISMARK 
ARCHIPELAGO  and  for  the  advance  along  NEW  GUINEA  Will  be  conducted 
under  the  command  of  the  Commander  Southwest  Pacific  Area,  as  directed 
.  v   in  231610.    ton  will  provide  cover  for  BISMARK  ARCHIPELAGO  operations 

by  destroying  or  containing  the  Japanese  Fleet.     These  covering  operation 
will  remain  under  your  direct  command.    You  will  furnish  CinCSowesPac 
additional  assault  shipping  and  naval  support  forces  for  operations 
against  the  3 I SHARK  ARCHIPELAGO  as  directed  by  the  Joint  Chiefs  Of 
,   Staff.    Target  date  for  the  BISMARK  ARCHIPELAGO  operations  is  1  April  194 

23  1520  JCS  to  nINCSOWESPAC  CINCPOA  Info  COMSOPAC. 

Utmost  a";i',vefe.     This  refers  to  directive  to  CinCSowesPac  for  action 
and  to  CinCPOA  and  ComSo^nt*  for  information  231510,     It  is  desired  that 
youf*  or  your  desir^r.ated  representatives  consider  ut  the  conference  to 
be  held  at  PEARL  on  27  January  the  additional  naval  support  and  assault 
shipping  required  for  BISMARK  ARCHIPELAGO  operations  and  submit  your 
recommendations  to  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  without  delay. 


January  (GCT) 

23  1510  JCS  to  CINC  S COTES PAC  Info  COMSOPAC  CINCPOA. 
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February  (OCT) 

05  0623  COMA  IRS  OPAC  to  CINCFAC  COMCENTPAC  COMSOPAC. 


This  is  Hi com.    2  Photo-Liberators  over  TRUK  saw  probably  2  CV  3  B3 
6  CA  20-25  CL  and  DO,  anchorage  southwest  DUBLON  Island.    19-22  AK 

and  AP  East  DUBLON  Island.    Airfields  locate  -  Bomber  North  

MOEN,  Fighter  Southwest  MOEN,  Fighter  North  DUBLON.    Fighter  and 
Bomber  ETEN.    Probable  airfields  Northeast  FEFAN  and  Northwest  UDOT. 
CL  anchored  Northeast  MOEN  2  CA  or  CL  at  TOL  Island  fuel  dock.  Heavy 
gun  positions  UDOT  Island,  Western  sections  TOL  Island.    Hospital  ship 
North  SAND  Island.    Housing  area  Southeast  DUBLON  excessively  large. 
Warehouse  area  South  of  Bomber  strip  MOEN  large  and  complete.  This 
based  on  pilot  interrogation  photo  interpretation  later. 

12  0505  CINCPAC  to  COMSOPAC  COMAIRPAC  CG,  CKNTPAC  CQH3KRVPAC  info  COMINCH  COM  7TH  PV. 

HiCom.    All  Officers  who  attended  the  recent  conference  at  PEARL  HARBOR 
should  be  reminded  that  the  discussions  with  representatives  of  the  CinC 
SWPA  were  informative  of  views  of  individuals  only,  that  no  decisions  were 
reached  and  no  commitments  made.    Except  as  provided  by  subsequent  dir- 
ectives the  GRANITE  Campaign  Plan  will  be  used  as  a  guide  for  long  range 
planning,  as  a  basis  for  acquiring  and  preparing  forces  and  for  providing 
means  for  their  logistic  support.    Attention  is  particularly  invited  to 
L  .  the  extracts  from  CCS  417  slant  2  quoted  on  page  3  of  the  GRANITE  Plan, 

•   02  2941  JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  to  MACARTHUR  &  RICHARDSON  pass  to  NIMIT2. 

729-2HD    In  clarification  paragraph  5  CCS  417/2  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff 
have  decided  that  our  first  major  objective  in  the  war  against  JAPAN  will 
be  the  vital  LUZON-FORMOSA-CHINA  COAST  Area.    Strategy  will  be  directed 
to  attain  this  objective  by  the  most  direct  and  expeditious  course  possible. 
Direction  of  such  strategy,  including  allocation  of  means,  continues  to  be 
the  function  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff.    As  indicated  in  paragraph  7F 
CCS  417/2  planning  should  be  conducted  on  a  basis  which  will  permit  flexi- 
bility in  adjusting  operations  to  the  developing  situation.    To  this  end 
plans  should  be  prepared  for  all  probable  operations.    Timely  recommenda- 
tions regarding  the  adjustment  of  succeeding  operations  to  the  changing 
situation  will  be  required  by  Chiefs  of  Staff. 
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10  0126    MARSHALL  to  MACARTHUR,  RICHARDSON,  HARMON  info  NIMITZ,  HALSEY. 

i 

The  Contained  Chiefs  of  Staff  have  given  consideration  to  a  memorandum 
received  by  the  British  Chiefs  of  Staff  from  Mr.  Nash  on  behalf  of 
the  New  Zealand  Government  asking  opinion  and  advise  on  the  best  way 
the  3ritiBh  Commonwealth  war  effort  can  be  served  by  New  Zealand. 

In  CCS  499  dated  26  February  1944  the  British  Chiefs  of  Staff  recom- 
mended that  the  im-nediate  need  for  manpower  in  New  Zealand  should  be 
met  by  temporary  withdrawal  of  the  2  Hew  Zealand  brigade  groups  engaged 
in  the  Solomon  Islands  and  when  developments  in  the  European  Theater 
permits,  part  or  all  of  the  New  Zealand  division  committed  in  Italy 
should  be  withdrawn  to  constitute  a  complete  division  for  further  op- 
erations in  the  Pacific  in  1945.     British  conclude  that  if  New  Zealand 
output  of  meat  and  dairy  products,  required  to  meet  the  urgent  demands 
of  U.S.  forces  in  South  Pacific  Area  and  of  the  United  Kingdom,  is  to 
be  maintained.  New  Zealand  farms  will  require  additional  manpower  by 
next  August. 

The  U.S.  Chiefs  of  Staff  in  CCS  499/1  dated  28  February  1944  concurred 
in  the  above  recommendation  by  the  British  Chiefs  of  Staff  subject  to 
the  following:     (A)  The  New  Zealand  Government  should  be  requested  to 
furnish  definite  figures  to  the  Combined  ChiefB  of  Staff  on  the  number 
of  men  required  from  the  New  Zealand  armed  forces  for  the  purpose 
indicated.    (B)  Withdrawals  made  from  New  Zealand  Army  forces  in  South- 
Southwest  Pacific  should  be  considered  as  a  whole  rather  than  consider- 
ation being  limited  solely  to  the  3rd  New  Zealand  division.    The  Com- 
.       mander.  South  Pacific  Area  and  South  Pacific  Forces >  should  therefore 
confer  with  the  New  Zealand  Government  and  jointly  determine  the  unite 
''ISm?  which  these  withdrawals  will  be  made.    (C)    Withdrawals  should  not 
be  made  prior  to  completion  of  forearm  and  Mercantile  and  the  consoli- 
dation of  positions  thereafter. 

On  6  March  the  British  Chiefs  of  Staff  approved  the  above  conditi  us 
stipulated  by  the  U.S.  Chiefs  of  Staff  and  informed  the  New  Zealand 
Government. 

Navy  Department  desired  that  Admirals  Nimitz  and  Halsey  be  informed  that 
copies  of  pertinent  papers  on  this  subject  were  dispatched  by  courier 
6  March  by  Navy  Department  to  CinCPOA  and  ComSoPac  with  information  that 
New  Zealand  Government  would  probably  approach  Admiral  Halsey  reference 
arrangements  New  Zealand  forces. 

Additional  copies  of  CCS  499  series  are  beingAby  War  Department  courier 
to  cite  SoPac  and  ComGenSoPac  for  information  dispatched. 
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March  (OCT) 

,12  2319    JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  to  MACARTHUR,  RICHARDSON  pass  to  NIMITZ,  NIMITZ  to 
989-1 2th  HALSEY. 

1.        With  reference  to  our  dispatch  of  2  March \ 4785  to  CinCSWPac,  729  to 
ComGenCenPao )  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  have  further  decided  that  the  most 
feasible  approach  to  the  FORMOSA-LUZON-CHINA  area  is  by  way  of  MARIANAS- 
CAROLINES- PALAU-MI NDANAO  area,  and  that  the  control  of  the  MAR  LAM AS-CAROLINE 
PALAU  area  is  essential  to  the  projection  of  our  forces  into  the  former  area 
and  their  subsequent  effective  employment  therefrom.    Examination  leads  us 
to  the  decision  that  effective  lodgment  in  the  former  area  will  be  attained 
by  the  following  main  courses  of  action: 

a.  Cancellation  of  FOREARM.    Complete  the  isolation  of  the  RABAUL- 
KAVLENG  area  with  the  minimum  commitment  of  forces. 

b.  Early  completion  of  MANTIS  occupation  and  development  as  an  air 
and"  fleet  base.  ■ 

c.  Occupation  of  HOLLANDIA  by  CinCSOWESPac,  target  date  15  April  1944. 
The  objective  is  the  establishment  of  heavy  bombardment  airoraft  for 
preliminary  air  bombardment  of  the  PALAUS  and  neutralization  of  WESTERN 
NEW  GUINEA-HALMAHERA  area. 

d.  Establish  control  of  MARIANAS-CAROLINES-PALAU  area  by  PETER  OBOE 
ABLE  Forces. 

(1)  By  neutralization  of  TRUE. 

(2)  By  occupation  of  the  SOUTHERN  MARIANAS,  target  date  15  June. 
The  objective  is  to  secure  control  of  sea  communications 
through  the  CENTRAL  PACIFIC  by  isolating  and  neutralizing  the 
CAROLINES  and  by  the  establishment  of  sea  and  air  bases  for 
operations  against  Japanese  sea  routes  and  long  range  air 
attacks  against  the  Japanese  HOMELAND. 

(3)  Occupation  of  the  PALAUS  by  PQA  Forces,  target  date  15  Sep- 
tember.   The  objective  is  to  extend  the  control  of  the  eastern 
approaches  to  the  PHILIPPINES  and  FORMOSA,  and  to  establish 
a  fleet  and  air  base  and  forward  staging  area  for  the  support 
of  operations  against  MINDANAO,  FORMOSA  and  CHINA. 

e.  Occupation  of  MINDANAO  by  SoWESPAC  Forces,  supported  by  the  Pacific 
Fleet,  target  date  15  November.    The  objective  is  establishment  of  air 
forces  to  reduce  and  contain  Japanese  Forces  in  the  PHILIPPINES  prepara- 
tory to  a  further  advance  to  FORMOSA  either  directly  or  via  LUZON,  and 
to  conduct  air  strikes  against  enemy  installations  in  the  N.  E.  I. 


-  Continued  « 
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12  2519  JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF       -  Continued  - 


f .    Occ^ation  of  FORMOSA,  target  date  15  February  1945,  or  occupation 
of  LUZON*sucn  operations  prove  necessary  prior  to  the  move  on  FORMOSA, 
target  date  15  February  1945.    Planning  responsibilities  as  follows: 
FORMOSA  -  CinCPOAj     LUZON  -  CinCSOWESPAC. 

2.  Action  addressees  submit  to  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  and  to  each  other  at 
earliest  practicable  date  outline  operation  plans  to  support  the  foregoing 
concept. 

3.  We  direct  that  CinCSWPA: 

(A)  Cancel  FOREARM  operation  and  complete  the  isolation  of  the  RABAUL- 
KAVIENG  area  with  the  minimum  commitment  of  foroes. 

(B)  Expedite  occupation  and  development  of  the  ADMIRALTIES  as  a  base  for: 

(1)  SWPA  air  forces  to  complete  the  neutralization  of  RABAUL  and  KAVTKNG 
and  assist  in  the  neutralization  of  TRUK  and  PALAU. 

(2)  POA  air  forces  to  assist  in  the  neutralization  of  TRUK  and  PALAU. 

(3)  Units  of  the  United  States  Fleet  as  required  by  the  Joint  Chiefs 
of  Staff. 

(C)  Should  additional  air  base  facilities  be  required,  EMIRAU  and  MUSSAU 
should  be  occupied  and  developed  for. this  purpose. 

(D)  Occupy  HOLLANDIA,  target  date  15  April.    Forces  available  are  those 
assigned  your  area  plus  Pacific  Ocean  Area  Forces  allocated  for  FOREARM- 
MERCANTILE,  excluding  those  Marine  Units  assigned  for  these  operations. 
Fast  carrier  groups. and  old  battle sships »/,  All  J&gific  Fleet  APA,  AKA, 
AGC,  allocated  for ^OREAM-IvffiSUAf TILE -AffiffiSl  ml  1  be  returned  to 
GUADALCANAL  or  other  designated  SOPAC  ports  and  released  to  CinCPOA  not 
later  than  5  May.    Pacific  Fleet  combatant  vessels  including  CarDivs 
20-2  and  20-4  with  screens  will  be  released  by  you  and  returned  to 
CinCPOA  control  not  later  than  5  May. 

(E)  Following  HOLLANDIA,  with  available  forces  conduct  operations  along 
NEW  GUINEA  Coast  and  such  other  operations  as  may  be  feasible  in  prep- 
aration for  support  of  the  PATAU  operation  and  the  assault  on  MINDANAO. 


-  Continued  — 
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12  2319    JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF       -  Continued  - 

4.       We  direct  that  CinCPOA: 

(A)  Institute  and  intensify  to  greatest  practicable  degree  aerial  bombard- 
ment of  the  CAROLINES  £rom  bases  in  MARSHALLS  and  ADMIRALTIES  in  order 
to  hasten  the  neutralization  of  TRUK  and  the  other  islands  of  this 
group.    Conduct  carrier  strikes  against  MARIANAS,  PALAUS,  CAROLINES, 
and  other  profitable  targets. 

(B)  Provide  ^.f  or  the  occupation  of  HOLLANDIA  and  other  operations  in  the 
SOUTHWEST  PACIFIC  area. 

(C)  Occupy  the  SOUTHERN  MARIANAS  target  date  15  June,  and  establish  land 
based  aircraft,  VLR  bases  and  secondary  naval  facilities. 

(D)  Occupy  the  MAR IANAS -PALAU  Line. 


5.  We  direct  that  CinCPOA  and  CinCSWPA  or  their  representatives  confer 
and  prepare  plans  for  the  coordinated  and  mutual  support  of  the  operations 
ordered  in  paragraphs  3  and  4. 

6.  With  reference  to  the  forces  of  the  SOUTHWEST  and  PACIFIC  OCEAN  AREAS, 
a  redeployment  is  now  under  way  and  completion  will  be  expedited. 


♦END* 
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Mar oh  (OCT) 

/  13  1107    CINCSWPA  (VIA  CCH7THFLT)  to  COM  3RD  FLT  info  CINCPOA,  COMINCH. 


In  accord  with  instructions  from  the  Joint  Chief b  of  Staff  carried  in 
radiogram  5171-1 2th  operations  jjiistruotions  number  44/3  for  the  seizure 
and  occupation  of  the  FOREA^  "Irea  are  revoked,    (XC-2038)  you  will  seize, 
occupy  and  defend  BEEFSTEAK f^e stab 1 ish  therein  air  and  light  naval  forces 
to  assist  in  the  airland  naval  blockade  ofnSt&DIAC  and  in  the  neutrali- 
zation of  ANAC  ON  DA  ^continuing  your  prasjn^naval  and  air  activities  in 
neutralization  of  FQREaI&I  and  MEM SAHIB.    The  BEEFSTEAK  operation  will  be 
conducted  with  minimum  ground  combat  forces  at  the  earliest  practicable 
date*    Advise  when  the  attack  may  be  initiated  and  your  Outline  Plan. 
MacArthur.    Handle  this -as-  most  gippevr 


13  2147    JCS  to  MACARTHUR,  NIMITZ  Info  RICHARDSON,  H6.LSEY. 

1001- 13th.    It  is  the  desire  of  the  Joint  Chiefs 


of  Staff  that  the,foU owing 
Marine  units  in  the  ^outh  Pacific  Area  assigned  for  the  fb^EAM -MERCANTILE 
Operations  be  released  to  the  control  of  CINCPOA  immediately,  namely  3rd 
Marine  Division,  4th  Marine  Regiment,  and  9th  and  14th  Marine  Defense 
Battalions.    Nimitz  pass  to  Halsey. 

14  0144      CINCPOA  to  CINCSOWESPAC,  Info  COMINCH,  COMSOPAC,  C0M7THFLT. 

HiCoin,    JCS  122319. 


Are 

voc 

abou; 


In  support  of  HOLLANDIA  and  operations  in  BISMARCK^  s 
jm  to  launch^JJL  out  simultaneious  2  day  attacks  on  FDLLCRY,™ 
aT  and  DOWNPOUR  with  all  available  fast  carrier -battleship  6£ouP£- 
.  Ao^il  followed  by  similar  attacks  about  6  days  later  on  ANACONDA 
^..itlCHt^DeySire  also  to  employ  CarDiv  22  to  augment  oarrier  strength 
against  FULLcW  if  such  employment  will    not  interfere  with  your  plans. 
If  satiifactory  to  you  will  release  this  division  in  BISMARCK  Area  about 
5  April.    Request  reply  as  early  as  possible  as  to  your  concurrance  this 
plan  and  employment  CarDiv  22.    Para.    Request  your  cooperation  fay  (A) 
early  es  tab  lis  htaent  of ^Qtti^agge  B,^&$k  ^°  cover  sea  area  insofai*  as  prac- 
SSSS*     ticab le^RATTRAP ^ENTRAL^FOLLCRY -ANACONDA  rectangle  (B) ^intensifying  to  max- 
•  mum  degree  ^aerial  bombardment  enemy  air  bases  along  lin^l^TRAF -NORTH  KBX 

COAST  of  CENTRAL*  during  pas  sage  of  fleet  to  and  from  FTJLLCRf  Area  (c) 
neutralization  of  DOTINPOUR  by  air  bombardment  during  ANACONDA- ENR I GH  at- 
tacks.   Will  advise  firm  dates  later. 

14  0941      CINCSOWESPAC  VIA  C0M7THFLT  to  CINCPAC  Info  CCMIMCH,  C0M3RDFLT,C/S  WAR  DEPT. 

HiCom.  UR  140144.    Suooess  of  RECKLESS  Operation  is  definite!}; ^dependent 
upon  strike  by  carrier  based  planes  on  enemy  air  dromes  at  RECKLESS  and  to 
westward  which  cannot  be  neutralized  by  shore  based  planes  from  present 
available  hases.  Plan  employ  CarDiv  22  and  CerDiv  24  cover  convoys  enroute 
to  and  in  landing  a r a&s  •  Simu  1  £aji  e oubm 
made  at  pERs£&TC,I0N,  EETTEK 
oarrier  groups  on 
Day  and  DOG  plus 

have  been  partially  neutralized  by  land  based  air  but  nothing  to  westward 
can  be  reached.  Request  your  proposed^lan£f or  distant  support  be  modified 
accordingly.  Employment  CarDiv  22  in  FulLCRY  operation  as  suggested  is 
satisfactory,  replacement  of  planes  and  logistics  to  be  arranged  later^ 
(continued  next  page)  2  31  J 


Llfccjur  after  daylight  will  be 
f.  Desire  strike  by  2  fast 


incl  N0lgElTE§ST"  He's  Ire  strike  by 

CATN0UGHT  air  dromes  on  Dog  minus  1 


DOG 


oulfl  be  hit  if  practicable.  RECKLESS*  wil 


Maroh  (GCT) 

CINGSOWESPAC  VIA  COM7THFLT  140941  -  Continued 

Referring  your  specific  requests  (A)  airfield  in  BREWER  will  be  rushed 
to  completion.    Because  of  bombing  missions  by  5th  air  force  it  will  be 
necessary  amploy  search  planes  from  SoPac  to  cover  ocean  areas.  (B) 
Bombardment  enemy  air  bases  will  be  intensified  as  requested,    (c)  Will 
comply  provided  air  strips  and  planes  are  available  in  BREWER.  New 
subject.    My  present  intention  is  to  request  delay  target  date  to 
22  April. 

15  0306      CINCPOA  to  CINCSOWESPAC  info  COM  7TH  FLEET,  C0MS0PAC. 

Your  140941.    This  is  Hi Com.    Provision  of  adequate  and  through  aircraft 
search  ahead  of  the  advance  of  fleet  into  this  particular  area  is  con- 
sidered most  important  to  success  of  FULLCRY^operation.    Are  there  any 
objections  to  moving  forward  to  one  of  your  advanced  bases  experienced 
search  aircraft  from  SoPac  for  the  duration  of  this  operation.    2nd  info 
addressee  advise  of  the  feasibility  of  such  a  move.    As  alternative  is 
it  feasible  for  patrol  planes  in  SoPac  to  make  the  requisite  'searches, 

15  0525      CINCPOA  to  COMINCH  info  C OMGENC ENTPAC ,  CCM  12,  CQMGEN  SMFRAN  FOE. 

Movements  of  5  Army  Divisions  scheduled  to  and  from  Hawaiian  Area  during 
March,  April,  May  and  June  present  increasing  certainties  of  conflict 
with  and  hazard  to  mounting  dates  of  CentPac  operations.    It  is  impera- 
tive that  following  situation  be  known  and  action  taken  as  indicated. 
98th  Division  must  arrive  at  0AHTJ  and  33rd  Division  depart  therefrom  by 
end  of  April  in  acceleration  of  existing  firm  agreements  for  movement 
those  Divisions.    81st  Division  cannot  be  accepted  for  arrival  late  May 
as  desired  by  War  Department  but  must  be  scheduled  to  reaoh  0AHU  not 
before  15  June  with  consequent  delay  in  departure  38th  Division  for 
SoTTesPao.    Foregoing  stipulations  mandatory  due  to  physical  limitations 
of  ports  and  facilities  Hawaiian  Area.    Of  corresponding  concern  is 
prospective  freeze  out  of  many  other  personnel  units  of  all  services 
from  troop  lift  during  March,  April  and  June  as  result  of  priorities 
given  to  Army  Divisions  during  those  Months.    Assume  that  factor  has 
been  and  will  be  given  every  possible  consideration  in  making  up  joint 
priority  liBts.    Desire  Admiral  Sherman  and  General  Leavey  acquainted 
foregoing  and  request  War  Department  similarly  informed.  ComGenCenPac 
c  on curs . 

15  0538      ComSoPaC  AdVon  to  ALL  TFC'S  SOPAC  info  CINCSOWESPAC,  CINCPAC,  GOV. INCH, 
COM  7BH  FLEET,  C (II GEN  5TH  AIHFQRCE. 

D-Day  for  seizure  BEEFSTEAK  March  20th  East  longitude.    Despatch  opera- 
tion plan  later.  "K©ajt_S-ettP«t. 
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16  0614    CINCSWPA  (Via  COM  7TH  FLT)  to  CINCPOA  info  CCM3RDFLT. 

06595.    "Believed  excellent  solution  to  utilize  SoPac  search  planeB  on 
Southwest  Pacific  air  dromes^  ^XC  2 12  7)  reference  your  150306.  These 
planes  will  be  based  on  jV7MlL:|  and  operate  from  forward  airdromes  at 
AUTj*IOBI^E,  EEDHEH^ING^  and  MlCmELMAS.    Searches  will  be  supplemented 


aBhecesfary isyp  fanes  from  5th  Air  Force  and  PBYs.  Estimated 
TILE  will  be  ready  for  heavy  bombers  about  7  April.    It  is  feasible  for 
PBYs  to  supplement  searches  during  darkness  PBrs  not  considered  practi- 
cable as  an  alternate  f or  day  searches.    2  Catalina  squadrons  will  be- 
gin operations  from  MERCANTILE  about  1  April  to  furnish  night  coverage 
sea  areas  to  the  north  with  operations  by  a  limited  number  of  planes  in 
a  few  days  from  now.    I  desire  to  render  all  practicable  assistance  to 
the  operations  of  the  fleet.  MacArthur." 

16  1051    COMAIRSOPAC  to  COMSOPAC  ADVON  info  CINCSOWESPAC  CP7CPAC. 

Answering  your  HiCom  150306  without  knowing  substanoe  of  CinCSoWesPac 
140941.    Assuming  "7000  foot  runway  and  essential  fixed  collateral  facili- 
ties available  in  ADMIRALTIES  it  is  feasible  to  operate  a  Mike  sector 
search  for  1000  miles  radius  for  limited  period  with  1  full  squadron  P84Y. 
This  would  cover  sector  between  ULITHI  and  HELEN  REEF  on  HO  Chart  1500 
but  would  probably  require  detour  from  close  proximity  enemy  air  bases o 
HGLLANDIA  would  furnish  base  for  deeper  penetration  enemy  waters  if  simi- 
lar facilities  were  available.    No  other  existing  or  anticipated  bases 
considered  practicable.    This  plan  would  require  support  Patsu  of  approxi- 
mately 400  men.    Remaining  PB4Y  squadron  if  brought  to  full  strength  and 
assisted  by  Pats  c.ouldjiaintain  adequate  search  of  northern  sectors  cover- 
ing "AmCONDA  if  FULECM  is  scheduled  after  completion  BEEFSTEAK  fields. 

17  0809  JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  to  MAC ARTHUR  Info  NIMITZ. 

1100-17th  delay  not  beyond  22nd  April  acceptable  to  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff. 
This  is  in  reply  to  your  C-2852-J  14  March.    Desire  every  measure  be 
taken  to  anticipate  this  date  and  that  such  naval  forces  and  assault 
shipping  as  practicable  be  returned  to  CinCPOA  control  by  5  May  and  all 
prior  to  12  May  deadline.    Thlb  la  MOGT-fiDOHElT* 

L8  0836  COMSOPAC  ADVON  to  CINCPAC  COMSOWESPAC  Info  CG  SOPAC,  COMSOPAC  ADMIN. 

HiCom.    In  view  prospective  conference  between  action  addees  or  their 
representatives  regard  coordinated  and  mutual  support  of  operations  a^sp"$ 
forth  in  JCS  122319,  suggest  following  for  your  consideration:    mount  FULL- 
CRY  operation  in  South  Pacific  under  ComSoPac  utilizing  3rd  Amphibious 
Force,  3rd  MarDiv,  25th  and  43rd  InfDiv,  required  defense  battalions,  naval 
construction  battalions,  required  service  personnel  (all  available  and  now 
in  South  Pacific)  augmented  by  necessary  fleet  >jn±£s  £or  supporting  measures 
Para.    The  above  plan  will  permit  occupation  of  FTJLlCRY  with  target  date  of 
15  July  and  in  addition,  will  result  In  early  reduction  of  ground  combatant, 
ground  service  and  naval  shorebased  forces,  now  in  SoPac.  Para.    After  re- 
moval of  these  forces  from  SoPac  additional  drastic  reduction  can  be  ef- 
fected at  that  time  which  is  in  line  with  CinCPac  232150  February. 
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20  0331  CINCSOWESPAC  VIA  COM  7TH  FLT  to  COM  3RD  FLEET  ADVOTI  Info  CINCFAC, 
COMGBNSOPAC,  COM  3RD  FLEET  ADMBH  ' 

Quote.    HICOM.    Your  180836  would  involve  such  changes  in" the  operational 
program  and  in  the  projected  employment  of  divisions  under  current  Joint 
Chiefs  of  Staff  directives  that  I  do  not  believe  it  feasible  at  this  late 
date.  Unquote. 

CinCPac  to  COMINCH. 

22  0356  mCtin    Af^er1  considerable  streamlining  of  plans  and  on  assumption  that 
FORAGER  operation  will  not  be  unduly  protracted  propose  set  target  date 
of  8  Sept  for  STALEMATE  at  which  time  moon  and  tide  will  serve.  However 
this  advance  is  not  yet  sufficiently  firm  to  warrant  advanoing  subsequent 
target  dates  at  this  time. 


26  2235  MARSHALL  to  MACARTHUH  Info  HARMON  RICHARDSON  CINCPAC. 


TOP  STORFIj    Short  resume  follows  of  conclusions  and  recommendations  con- 
tained in  713/5  now  enroute  by  courier  extracted  for  your  information 
reourad  W14572  dated  26  March.    Major  ground  forces  now  assigned  to  SoPac 
to  be  redeployed  following  RECKLESS.    Army  troops:     (a)  14th  Corps  Head- 
quarters and  corps  troops ,  6  United  States  Divisions  and  2  Filipino  Regi- 
ments (less  2  battalions)  to  CinC  SWPA.     (B)  3  separate  infantry  regiments 
plus  102nd  Infantry  Regiment  less  2  battalions  and  Fijian  troops  to  SoPac 
for  garrison  purposes.     (C)  3rd  New  Zealand  division  under  ComSoPac  pending 
outcome  of  negotiations  regarding  future  employment.     (D)  4  amphibian  truck 
companies  to  CinC  SWPA.    All  other  combat  and  service  troops  to  CinC  SWPA 
when  no  longer  required  in  SoPac  PARA  Marine:    All  Marine  forces  to  CinCPOA 
PARA    Navyr    7th  Fleet  constituted  about  5  May  following  RECKLESS  as  follows: 
3  CL,  27  DD  (including  1  squadron  2100  ton),  30  SS,  18  DE  (PF),  1  AGC,  1  APA, 
1  AKA,  5  APD,  60  LCI,  40  LST  plus  miscellaneous  auxiliaries  in  small  craft 
and  latter  scheduled  additions  from  United  States.    All  major  units  excess 
of  above  to  revert  to  CinCPOA.    All  PT  boats,  PT  bases  and  PT  tenders  now 
operating  under  ComSoPac  to  be  transferred  to  7th  Fleet  on  completion  of 
ComSoPac' s  responsibility  for  operations  in  the  SOLOMONS-BISMARCK  Area  and 
when  and  as  no  longer  needed  in  the  SoPac  Area.    As  early  as  consistent  with 
discharging  responsibility  of  ComSoPac  in  the  operations  in  the  SOLOMONS- 
BISMARCK  Area,  all  minor  landing  craft  and  coastal  transports  inoluding 
LCT,  LCM(3),  LCV,  LCVP,  LCP(L),  LCP(R)  and  APC  .now  assigned  SoPac  force 
but  in  excess  of  those  required  in  the  SoPac  Area,  to  be  transferred  to  7th 
Fleet.    All  Argus  equipment  assigned  to  SoPac  Area  should  be  turned  over 
to  the  Army.    CB  units  all  elements  not  required  in  SoPac  to  be  made  avail- 
able to  VCNO  for  reassignment.    Acorns  and  other  Navy  service  forces  to  be 
made  available  to  flinCPOA  for  reassignment.    13th  Air  Force  should  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  SWPA  as  soon  as  practicable  consistent  with  ComSoPac' s  re- 
sponsibility for  the  neutralization  of  the  KAVIENG-RABAUL  area  and  combat 
operations  in  the  SOLOMONS.    Heavy  bombers  from  SWPA  to  be  used  for  support 
against  CentPac  targets.    CinC  SWA  and  CinCPOA  to  make  arrangements  as  to 
availability  for  transfer  of  command  and  assistance  in  physical  movement  of 
forces. 
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01  2144  JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  to  MaoARTHUR,  NIMITZ  thru  RICHARDSON. 

WARX-30441-lst  "TOT9BG-   In  order  to  provide  a  basis  for  uniform  understand- 
ing by  all  concerned  of  the  command  relationships  involved  in  staging* 
mounting,  and  operating  forces  in  1  theater  from  bases  in  an  adjacent 
theater,  the  following  principles  underlying  these  relationships  will 
govern;    Para  A,    The  situation  and  the  scope  of  operations  may  require 
forces  of  any  category  of  1  area,  under  their  own  commanders  and  retaining 
their  normal  command  relationships  to  stage  through,  or  mount  from  bases 
in  another  area  in  order  to  take  maximum  advantage  of  all  available  facili- 
ties and  to  employ  forces  most  effectively.    Para  B.    Fleet  units  in  the 
Pacific,  retaining  their  normal  command  relationships,  must  be  free  to  op- 
erate from  available  bases  in  both  the  Southwest  Pacific  and  Pacific  Ocean 
Areas.    Para  C.    Occasion  may  arise  where  it  will  be  more  expedient  for  a 
commander  engaged  in  an  operation  in  1  area  to  employ  temporarily  a  part  of 
his  own  air  force  from  bases 'in  an  adjacent  area*    In  suoh  cases,  the  air 
elements  so  operating  should  be  given  their  missions  by  their  own  commander. 
The  local  coordination  of  their  operations,  including  defense  measures, 
with  operations  of  the  forces  assigned  to  the  area  must  then  be  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  commander  of  the  area  from  which  they  operate.    This  area 
commander  is  charged  with  the  coordination  of  matters  affecting  the 
administration,  maintenance,  servicing,  and  supply  of  these  units  during 
the  period  of  their  operation.    Except  in  a  strategical  or  tactical 
emergency  demanding  such  action,  such  air  forces  will  not  be  utilized  for 
purposes  other  than  their  assigned  missions. 


OS  0237  JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  to  STILWELL  Info  MaoARTHUR , CG  CENTPAC,  NIMITZ. 


■I  All  available  foeans  must  be  employed  to  neutralise  enemy 
air  action  against  our  advance  to  FORMOSA  from  the  MARIANAS-PALAU- 
MINDANAO  line  in  February  1940-5.    Our  carrier  based  aircraft  must  be 
augmented  by  land-based  aircraft  from  CHINA.    Para.    You  will  be  oharged 
with  responsibility  for  air  support  from  CHINA  by  air  forces  under  your 
command  against  such  targets  as  FORMOSA,  the  RYDKYUS,  the  PHILIPPINES, 
and  the  CHINA  coast  prior  to  and  during  the  advance  on  FORMOSA.  Without 
prejudice  to  the  FORMOSA  support  or  to  other  operations  of  greater  im- 
mediate strategic  importance,  such  as  the  operations  to  seize  MYTKYINA 
and  operation  MATTERHORN,  you  will  also  be  charged  with  furnishing  such 
indirect  support  as  is  practicable  for  the  attack  on  MINDANAO  in  Nov- 
ember 40-4,    Para.     It  is  therefore  desired  that  you  submit  an  estimate 
of  the  extent  of  the  air  effort  that  you  will  be  able  to  furnish  in 
support  of  the  above  operations  in  the  Pacific.    The  estimate  should 
consider  that  no  reinforcements  will  be  forthcoming  for  your  command 
other  than  those  currently  scheduled.    Your  plans  should  take  into 
consideration  the  coordinated  employment  of  the  20th  bomber  command  and 
you  should  submit  recommendations  to  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  through 
the  Commanding  General,  20th  Air  Force,  for  tactical  support  by  VLR 
bombers.    Your  plan  should  aleo  provide  for  such  temporary  reinforcement 
of  the  air  forces  in  CHINA  as  you  consider  desireable  from  the  10th  air 
force.    At  the  appropriate  time  after  reoeipt  of  your  estimate,  you  will 
be  directed  to  coordinate  your  plan  with  CinCPOA  and  Supreme  Commander, 
Southwest  Pacific  area.    Para.    It  is  recognized  that  major  curtailment 
of  "hump"  support  to  ground  forces  in  CHINA  and  to  such  other  activities 
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03  0237  JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  to  STILWELL  (cont'd) 

as  do  not  directly  support  an  air  effort  will  be  required.    Para.  Pend- 
ing submission  and  approval  of  your  plans,  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff 
consider  it  necessary  to  commence  immediately  the  progressive  stock  piling 
in  CHIKA  of  supplies  for  these  supporting  operations  to  be  used. 

05  0123  CINCPOA  to  CCMGENCENTPAC  info  CQMINCH 

Confirming  verbal  statement  of  CINCPOA  representatives  at  conference  with 
representatives  20th  AF ,  CcmiGenCentPac  is  designated  as  the  theater  agency 
to  furnish  all  necessary  support  for  20th  AF  in  Central  Pacific  Area  except 
for  such  items  and  classes  of  supply  as  are  specifically  assigned  to  other 
agencies.    Request  you  take  necessary  action  to  Implement  this  support  based 
on  one  VLR  wing  on  each  of  STEVEDORE,  TATTERSALLS ,  and  TERAWAY. 

07  0355  CINCPOA  to  COM  12  info  COMGENCENTPAC  PASSED  TO  COM INCH 

?ep  Onoret^    For  Admiral  Nimits  Depto^y  CIHCPOA  sends.    Conferences  with 
representatives  20th  AF  on  VLR  program  Centpac  Area  completed.  Require- 
ments in  Army  Service  Troops  to  support  VLR  program  will  require  bulk  of 
available  Army  resources  of  the.  area  and  leave  inadequate  support  for 
STALEMATE  unless  additional  service  troops  are  madfl  available.  ConGenCentPac 
is  presenting  this  situation  to  the  War  Department  in  letter  dated  3  May 
file  AG  320.2/356  requesting  additional  service  troops  amounting  to  slightly 
over  8000  men.    It  is  suggested  that  CominCh  be  informed  and  requested  to 
take  whatever  action  may  be  practicable  to  insure  adequate  support  for 
STALEMATE  as  well  as  for  the  VLR  program. 

25  1326  COMINCH  &  CNO  to  CIHCPOA  info  MARSHALL 

!Pep0eo.  Your  222226  shipping  requirements  indicated  in  your  secret  serial 
00043  of  12  April  to  mount  and  support  STALEMATE  based  on  target  date  of 
8  September  will  be  met. 

24  20302  MARSHALL  to  RICHARDSON  info  CINCPOA,  HARMON 

WARX-40905-24th*-TOP  OEQRBIFV    Subject  is  command  situation  of  Army  ForceB 
in  the  Pacific  Ocean  Areas.    Marshall  to  Richardson,  pass  to  and  discuss 
with  CINCPOA  and  submit  comments  or  recommendations ;  information  to  Harmon. 
Para,     It  is  contemplated:  that  the  command  of  all  U.S.  Army  Forces  in 
the  Pacifio  Ocean  Areas,  except  those  otherwise  committed  by  JCS  and  those 
in  the  presently  delineated  Alaskan  Department,  will  pass  to  you  (Richardson) 
as  Commanding  General  U.S.  Army  Forces  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  Areas;  that 
under  you  (Richardson)  U.S.  Army  Forces  in  the  South  Pacific  Area  as  now 
delineated  will  be  commanded  by  a  Gpneral  Officer  as  Commanding  General 
Communications  Zone,  South  Pacific  Area;  and  that  likewise  the  Hawaiian  area 
will  be  Commanded  by  a  General  Officer  as  Commanding  General  Communications 
Zone,  Hawaiian  Area,  who  in  addition,  will  be  appointed  Military  Governor 
of  Hawaii.    The  above  to  free  you  (Riohardson)  in  order  that  you  may,  under 
CINCPOA,  exercise  overall  control  of  all  army  forces  in  the  Areas  cited  above. 
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MARSHALL  to  RICHARDS  ON  info  CINCPOA,  HARMON  (Cont'd) 

The  exercise  of  oommand  under  this  arrangement  would  be  in  aocordanoe 
with  principles  now  in  affect  in  Central  and  South  Pacific  Ocean  Areas. 
Operational  control  of  all  Army  units  assigned  to  Task  Forces  under  this 
arrangement  would  be  direet  from  CINCPOA  through  the  Task  Foroe  Commander 
to  the  Commander  of  the  Ayjny  Units  concerned.    Para,    Also  being  considered 
is  an  Army  Headquarters  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  Areas  for  operational  employ- 
ment in  Major  operations  in  the  Western  Pacific  (General  Buckner  has  been 
tentatively  selected  to  Command  this  Army  subject  to  CINCPOA'S  concurrence). 
Para.    It  is  further  contemplated  placing  General  Millard  Harmon  in  command 
of  all  Army  Air  Forces  now  assigned  to  the  Pacific  Ooean  Areas  except  those 
assigned  to  the  Alaskan  Department.    In  this  capacity  Harmon  would  service 
under  the  overall  command  of  Richardson  for  Logistics  and  Administration 
but  would  be  directly  under  operational  command  of  CIFCPOA.    Para.    In  add- 
ition it  is  contemplated  that  Harmon  would  be  assigned  as  Deputy  to  General 
Arnold  in  the  exercise  of  Command  of  the  20th  Air  Force  as  set  forth  in 
JCS  74747/3.    Serving  in  this  capacity  he  would  be  in  a  position  to  integrate 
the  theater  logistics  and  Administrative  responsibilities  with  the  operational 
direotives  for  this  force*    Para.    CominCh  is  in  general  concurrence  with 
these  proposals. 

25  1166    COMINCH  &  CNO  to  COHSOWgSPAC  Info  C0M7THFLT,  CINCPAC,  CINCSOWESPAC 

■TOP  CECUBg-  Assume  your  plans  contemplate  deployment  sufficient  submarines 
in  TAWI  TAWI  Area  to  exploit  any  sorties  attempted  by  Japanese  Fleets  during 
FORAGER. 

25  1859    COMINCH  to  CINCPAC 

Part  1  of  2  Part  251905.  TOP" SECRET.    Consideration  of  TJrdis  230640  in 
conjunction  with  Com  5th  Fleet  DpPlan  Cen  10-44  and  available  intelligence 
raises  3  major  points  with  respect  possible  fleet  engagements.  1st. 
J  Cen  10-44  assigns  both  fast  and  slow  BB's  to  1  battleline.    I  appreciate 
that  such  a  major  general  action  plan  cannot  go  into  details  of  tactical 
employment  of  types  but  do  oonsider  that  only  exceptional  circumstances 
would  justify  limiting  fast  BB's  to  close  battle  formation  with  slow  BB's 
and  assume  intent  is  to  employ  both  types  to  limit  of  respective  tactical 
.capabilities.    Comment.    2nd.  I  also  consider  that  only  exceptional 
circumstancea  would  justify  depriving  transports  of  the  protection  of  slow 
BB's  and  their  support  for  pressing  the  assault  despite  all  but  major 
interference 

25  1905    COMINCH  to  CINCPAC 

Part  2  of  251905.    Part  1  was  251859.  T£P  C'EORE^  3rd.    Worst  conditions 
under  which  fleet  engagement  could  occur  would  be  when  only  the  fast 
battleship  screened  carrier  task  groups  could  concentrate,  most  likely 
to  occur  about  D  P3us  2  after  cruiser  screened  carrier  task  groups  have 
.  moved  into  BOIJINS,  our  own  Northern  and  Southern  Attack  forces  are  fully 
committed  and  Japanese  Fleet  alerted  by  our  opening  strikes  on  D  Minus  3f 
could  have  moved  into  position.    Under  these  circumstances  estimate  opposing 
forcee  would  be  blue  4  CV  4  CVL  7  BP  3  CL  IS  to  30  DD  orange  4  CV  6  CVL 
13  to  15  CA/cl  26  to  30  DD  with  embarked  aircraft  about  equal  nume^^o^ljLy. 
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0842Z  RICHARDSOH  to  MARSHALL  WDCSA  info  CIKCPOA 

Personal    fA^Hichardson.    RJ  17505 TP?*-  uiiGRB1?,  Para.  1. 
Following  comments  pertain  to  URaD  UARX  490903  of  24  Kay. 
Communications  zone  commands  to  .  be  designated  Central 
Pacific  Base  Command,  Communications  Zone  and  South  Pacific 
Base  Command,  Communications  Zone.    Each  to  be  commanded 
by  a  general  officer  and  the  Commanding  General  Central 
Pacific  Base  Command  Communications  Zone  to  be  appointed 
Military  governor  of  the  Territory  of  Hawaii.    Para.  2. 
<     Tke  Commanding  General  Unite a  States  Army  Forces  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean  Areas  will  be  responsible  for  the  administra- 
tion and  training  of  all  United  States  Army  Ground  and  Air 
Troops  within  the  areas  and  subject  to  the  Direction  of 
CinCPOA,  for  the  preparation  and  execution  of  plans  for  the 
employment  of  army  forces  in  those  areas.    ComGenPOAs  supply 
responsibilities  with  respect  to  Pacific  Ocean  Areas  to  be 
same  as  those  now  the  responsibility  of  ComGenCentPac  with 
respect  to  the  Central  Pacific  Area.    Para. 3.  CinCPOA  and  I 
concur  in  selection  of  General  Buckner  to  command  the  Field 
Army  lieaaqua^ersin^l  acif  ic  Ccean  Areas  for  operational 
employment  lrr^.^esWrn*  Pacific .    Para.  4.     Concur  in  placing 
General  killaru  ..armon  in  command  of  Army  Air  Forces  i acif ic 
Ocean  Areas  except  those  assigned  to  Alaskan  Department  and 
in  his  being  assigned  as  Deputy  to  General  Arnold  in  the 
exercise  of  command  of  the  20th  Air  Force.    Para.  5.  Just 
as  other  Army  Unit  Commanders  are  now  under  ComGenCenPac ' 3 
command  when  not  assigned  to  task  forces  under  CinCPOA, 
General  Buckners  Field  Army  and  General  Harmons  Air  Forces 
_       should  be  under  ComGenPOA  RPT  ComGenPOA  when  not  assigned 

to  task  forces  under  CinCPOA.  Para.  6.     Operational  control 
> — of  all  Army  Ground  Forces  and  Army  Air  Units  assigned  to 

task  forces  should  be  direct  from  CinCPOA  through  the  Task 
Force  Commander  to  the  Commander  KC2  Army  Units  concerned. 
Upon  relief  of  such. units  from  CinCPOA  task  forces,  sub 
units  will  revert  to  command  CihCPGA.  Para.  7.  Following 
comments  of  CinCPOA  are  quoted  "Proposals  WARS  40903-24 
concurred  in  subject  to  confirmation  my  assumption  that 
operational  control  of  Army  Air  Units  assigned  to  Joint 
Task  Forces  in  Pacific  Ocean  Areas  would  be  direct  from 
CinCPOA  to  the  Task  Force  Commanders  to  the  Commanders  of 
the  Army  Air  Units  concerned  as  at  present.     The  special 
arrangements  proposed  in  connection  with  the  20th  Air  Force 
wherein  Lieutenant  General  Harmon  would  function  as  Deputy 
to  General  Arnold  would  facilitate  coordination  and  are 
considered  highly  advantageous"  I  concur  in  CinCPOA* s 
remarks  as  supplemented  by  comments  in  the  1st  6  paragraphs 
of  this  Radiogram,  i-ara.  8.    Request  confirmation  of  .organ- 
ization as  herein  outlined. 
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In  suoh  eventuality  I  would  be  conoerned  over  desparity  in  cruiser  st- 
rength particularly  as  regards  our  ability  to  stop  a  determined  oruiser 
borne  torpedo  attack  outside  effective  range  even  with  B&tDiv  7 
operating  as  fast  wing  in  support  of  light  forces.    Do  you  think 
suitable  provisions  against  this  possibility  have  been  made.    CTF  58 
OpOrd  not  received  but  assume  command  arrangements  and  taotical 
concepts  for  major  action  similar  to  those  annex  D  Cen  5-44. 

27  2136    CINCPAC  to  COMINCH  info  COM5THFLT 

T6P— SECRET.    Your  251905  concerns  questions  to  which  both  Spruance 
and  I  have  continuously  given  extensive  consideration.  Destruction 
of  the  enemy  fleet  is  always  the  primary  objective  of  our  Naval 
Forces.    Attempts  by  enemy  fleet  units  to  interfere  with  amphibious 
operations  are  both  hoped  for  and  provided  against  even  though  the 
necessarily  voluminous  nature  of  plans  and  orders  for  amphibious 
operations  may  give  an  impression  of  overemphasis  theron  as  oompared 
with  purely  Naval  action  which  is  handled  by  brief  orders  despatches 
and  signals.  Para.    Following  comment  1b  submitted  on  specific  points 
raised  by  your  251905.    1st,    Fast  and  slow  battleships  will  be  used 
to  limit  of  their  capabilities  as  required  by  tactical  situation. 
2nd.     It  is  not  intended  to  deprive  amphibious  forces  of  their  supp- 
orting cruisers  and  slow  battleships  unless  this  is  best  means  of 
protecting  amphibious  forces.    After  TEARAWAY  bombardment  has  been 
completed  supporting  ships  there  will  be  available  with  limited  AP 
ammunition  supply  to  assist  in  covering  operations  if  needed.  3rd. 
If  information  of  movement  of  enemy  fleet  indicates  necessity  for 
oontinued  concentration  of  Task  Force  58  to  cover  landing  operations 
strike  on  SrcLu»l»tf  will  be  deferred  or  cancelled.    CTF  58  plan  will 
contain  suitable  provision  for  major  action  by  that  force  acting  as 
covering  force  along  the  lines  of  annex  D  Cen  5-44.    Spruance  left 
.yesterday  in  indianapolis  will  see    Mitscher  and  tee  in  MAJURO  and 
will  ensure  the  best  tactical  preparations  inoluding  rehearsals  to 
destroy  enemy  fleet  if  it  gives  us  this  opportunity. 

28  0121    CINCSWPA  VIA  CCM  7TH  FLEET  to  COMINCH  info  CINCPAC,  CTF  71 

TOP  DEPTH1'?-.    Prior  to  and  during  FORAGER  plan  to  maintain  3  submarines 
close  approaches  to  TAW1  TAWI  2  off  DAVAO  Gulf  1  North  west  HALMAHERA 
1  off  KAU  BAY  and  3  in  area  between  Longitudes  127-00  East  and  129-00 
East  from  Equator  to  07-30  North.    Your  251156.    This  disposition 
should  also  afford  CINCPAC  Submarines  from  vicinity  PALAU  to  further 
exploit  contacts  by  our  Submarines 
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21  °747    CIKCSwlA  to  C1KCIOA,  COLINCH,  COL-SOFAO.  WAS  DEPARTMENT, 
COI-  7TK  FLEET  *" 

Thio  Id  Tnp  ^nrv&b.    General  LacArthur  and  Admiral  Kalsey 
recoiTj^end  that  the  assumption  of  command  of  forces  west 
of  159  East  by  CinCSWPA  be  effected  at  OOOlL(-ll)  15  June. 
Both  are  in  full  agreement  as  to  principles  and  methods  of 
effecting  the  change  for  all  arms  and  services.  Kecessary 
orders  and  certain  recommendations  to  higher  authority  will 
be  initiated  separately. 
JUNE  ( GOT ) 

y/ 36  2045Z  1ARSHA1L  to  RICHARDSON  HARMON  info  CPKCPOA 

WARX  46867  •^epCoc    Command  of  U.S.  Army  Forces  in  the 
South  and  in  the  Central  Pacific  Areas  will  pass  to  Com- 
manding General  U.S.  Army  Forces  Pacific  Ocean  Areas  at 
such  time  as  mutually  agreed  by  Harmon  and  Richardson. 
Richarason  will  notify  War  Department  when  this  change  is 
to  take  place  at  which  time  appropriate  orders  will  be  issued. 
Richardson,  in  addition  to  his  assignment  as  Commanding  Gen- 
eral of  the  Hawaiian  Department,  will  by  direction  of  the 
President,  assume  command  of  U.S.  Array  Forces  Pacific  Ocean 
Areas  under  CinCPOA.    Para.    Instructions  covering  relation- 
ship of  U.S.  Army  Air  Forces  to  ComGenPOA  will  be  held  in 
abeyance  pending  final  decision  in  this  matter.    It  is 
desired  that  Harmon  proceed  at  earliest  convenience  after  15th 
June  1944  to  Central  Pacific  for  personal  exploratory  con- 
ference with  Admiral  Nlmitz  and  General  Richardson  on  this 
matter.     On  completion  of  this  conference  Harmon  will  pro- 
ceed to  Washington  to  present  proposals  or  agreed  recom- 
mendations to  the  w'ar  Department.    General  Arnold  also  desire.' 
to  discuss  air  problems  particularly  to  clarify  extent  of 
authority  to  be  exercised  by  Harmon  as  Deputy  20fH  Air  Force. 

07  1240    COMINCE  &  CNO  to  GIKCPOA,  COMSQFAC 

This  is  Top  Ooorajj-.     Chief  of  Staff  U.S.  Army  and  CominCh 
approve  ClnCSKVPAC  210747.    MacArthur  and  Kinkaid  informed. 

x/29  0127Z  HARMON  to  RICHARDSON  info  MARSHALL  AND  ARNOLD 

TOP  aE0RE5LH-128-29th  May  44.    Referring  to  my  H  919  May  26 
1  invite  your  attention  to  my  H  8288  May  27  to  AGWAR  for 
Marshall  Info  to  Richardson.     In  view  of  request  for  agreed 
recommendations  contained  WARX  41510  you  are  Informed  as 
follows:     The  disposition  of  personnel  becoming  excess  in  the; 
South  Pacific  cannot  be  determined  until  decision  is  made 
by  the  War  Department  as  requested  in  my  H  8288  to'  AGWAR  for 
Marshall  27  May  the  command  set  up  as  proposed  in  WARX  40903 
appears  in  general  to  be  as  good  a  solution  as  could  be 


ivlAY  (GOT) 
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JUNE  (GOT) 


evolved  under  the  circumstances.    With  the  following 
exceptions  I  am  in  accord  with  the  provisions  of  WARX  40903; 
1st,  with  respect  to  jurisdiction  over  logistics  and 
administration  of  Air  Forces,  it  impresses  me  as  unsound 
that  Harmon  while  responsible  to  Nimitz  for  operations  and 
to  Arnold  for  overall  matters  concerning  the  20th  Air  Force 
be  at  the  same  time  responsible  to  Richardson  for  Administra- 
tion and  logistics.    I  strongly  recommend  that  the  terms  of 
the  final  directive  should  be  so  stated  as  to  provide  that 
Richardson  give  Harmon  necessary  Logistic  and  administrative 
support  for  Army  Air  Forces.    Such  matters  as  ultimate  courts 
Martial  Jurisdiction  to  be  covered  by  specific  directives 
vesting  appropriate  authority  in  Richardson.  2nd,  if  the 
present  SoPac  Area  Command  is  to  remain  in  effect  there 
should  be  no  change  in  the  General  Organization  of  the  Army 
Forces  in  the  South  Pacific  other  than  consolidation  of 
USAFISPA  and  SOS  Headquarters.    In  the  interest  of  simplicity 
and  to  facilitate  the  application  of  the  principles  of 
unity  of  command  as  enunciated  in  JGS  263/2/D,  I  recommend 
against  designating  this  as  a  communication  zone  for  Army 
matters  while  continuing  to  recognize  it  as  an  area  for 
purpose  of  overall  command. 

14  19352  JOILT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  7/ASH.  to  HIMITZ,  HALSEY ,  MACARTHUR 

WARX  50615  X  TCT  aggggg.  The  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  have 
modified  the  first  sentence  of  (lower  case  underscored 
letters  for  paragraphs)  paragraph  5D  (page  40-3)  of  the 
enclosure  to  J.C.S.  713/5  UARX  14572  is  the  reference) 
and  the  first  sentence  of  paragraph  6A  of  Appendix  "Dn 
thereto,  (page  6G-1)  to  read:  "Royal  New  Zealand  Air  Force 
air  units  in  excess  of  the  minimum  number  required  for 
garrison  and  local  defense  of  the  South  Pacific  Area  should 
be  transferred  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  Southwest  Pacific." 


18  0900    COKGENCEINTPAC  to  CG  24TH  CORPS  Info  CIK0P0A,  RSAR 
ECHELON  5TII  PIIIPCCRPS ,  CG  77TH  DIVISION.  AP  AN7/~S~0 


S^-^efSSK  RJ-19549    Reference  Cincpoa  180105  GCT  June  44 
not  to  all  adees.  Para.    This  confirms  telephonic  orders 
issued  Chief  of  Staff  77th  Division  by  Deputy  Chief  of 
Staff  tnis  headquarters  about  172300  June  44.    PRPXS  Prepare 
1  regimental  combat  team  77th  Division  for  immediate  move- 
ment to  GATEWAY  area  for  possible  employment  in  FORAGER 
operation  and  nave  the  Commanding  Officer  of  this  RCT  report 
to  the  Rear  Echelon  5thPhibCorps  for  planning  and  loading. 
Para.     Acknowledge  receipt  of  this  dispatch  and  indicate 
RCT  to  be  designated  with  the  name  of  the  commander  and 
probable  time  of  his  reporting  as  per  above  instructions. 
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13  15452  JOB  to  CINCFOA,  CINCSVtPA 

WARX  50007  gOPJBBg    X  THE  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  (reference  our  989  to  CoraGen- 
Pae  action  CinCPOA  and  5171  to  CinCSoWesPac)  are  considering  the  possibilities 
of  expediting  the  Pacific  Campaign  by  any  or  all  of  the  following  courses t 


A;      By  advancing  the  target  dates  for  operations  now  scheduled  through 
operations  against  FORMOSA. 

B:      By  by -pas sing  presently  selected  objectives  prior  to  operations 
against  FORMOSA. 

Ci      By  by -pas sing  presently  selected  objectives  and  choosing  new  objec- 
tives, including  JAPAN  proper. 

On  basis  of  over-all  situation  which  will  obtain  as  result  of  FORAGER  opera- 
tion CinCPOA  and  CinCSoWesPac  directed  to  present  their  views  and  recommenda- 
tions . 


18  0935    CINCSOWESTPAC  to  CHIEF  OF  STAFF  WAR  DEPARTMENT  Info  ADMIRAL  NIMITZ. 


CX-13S91  J&P  SECRET  X  ADMIRAL  NIMITZ  ONLY  X    Reference  is  made  to  Joint 
Chiefs  of  Staff  directive  "contained  in  WARX  50007  received  here  at  172135 
GCT  X  Dub  to  logistic  considerations  it  is  not  deemed  feasible  to  advance 
target  dates  for  scheduled  operations.    Our  resources  will  be  strained  to 
the  utmost  to  meet  dates  now  fixed.    The  FORM OS AN  Campaign  differs  radically 
from  operations  that  have  been  executed  thus  far  in  the  Pacific.    It  is  my 
most  earnest  conviction  that  the  proposal  to  bypass  the  PHILIPPINES  and 
launch  an  attack  across  the  Pacific  directly  against  FORMOSA  is  unsound. 
That  operation  would  have  to  be  launched  without  appreciable  support  from 
land  based  aviation  and  KR  based  upon  the  HAWAIIAN  ISLAND  at  a  distance  of 
5000  miles.    Assuming  the  success  of  the  FORAGER  there  still  will  be  no 
bases  west  of  OAHU  along  this  line  of  advance.    Under  these  conditions  and 
with  the  enemy  solidly  established  in  strength  on  FORMOSA,  susceptible  of 
rapid  reenforcement  from  JAPAN  or  the  Mainland  and  with  his  air  bases  in  a 
flanking  position  at  effective  range  in  LUZON,  I  do  not  believe  the  campaign 
would  succeed.    The  hazards  of  failure  would  be  unjustifiable  when  a  conserva- 
tive and  certain  line  of  action  the  occupation  of  LUZON  is  essential  in  order 
to  establish  air  forces  and  bases  prior  to  the  move  in  FORMOSA.  Assault 
forces  could  then  be  launched  at  Bhort  range  with  effective  air  support  and 
with  every  assurance  of  success.    The  proposal  to  bypass  all  other  objectives 
and  launch  an  attack  directly  on  the  mainland  of  JAPAN  is  in  my  opinion  ut- 
terly unsound.    There  is  available  in  the  Pacific  only  enough  shipping  to 
lift  about  7  divisions.    That  fact  alone  would  preclude  such  an  enterprise 
in  the  predictable  future.    Even  with  unlimited  shipping  I  do  not  believe  a 
direct  assault  without  air  support  can  possibly  succeed.    Sinoe  the  initiation 
of  our  advance  the  enemy  has  executed  delaying  actions  within  his  outpost 
positions.    Our  successes  in  these  operations  must  not  mislead  us  into  a  sui- 
cidal direct  assault  without  all  support  and  with  inadequate  shipping  and 
bases  against  heavily  defended  bastions  of  the  enemy's  main  position.    It  is 
my  opinion  that  purely  military  considerations  demand  the  reoccupation  of  the 
PHILIPPINES  in  order  to  cut  the  enemy1 s  communications  to  the  south  and  to 
secure  a  base  for  our  further  advance.    Even  if  this  were  not  the  case  and 
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unless  military  factors  demanded  another  line  of  action,  it  would  in  my 
opinion  be  necessary  to  reoccupy  the  PHILIPPINES.    The  PHILIPPINES  is 
Amerioan  territory  where  our  unsupported  forces  were  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 
Practically  all  of  the  17  million  Filipinos  remain  loyal  to  the  United  States 
and  are  undergoing  the  greatest  privation  and  suffering  beoause  we  have  not 
been  able  to  support  or  succor  thorn.    We  have  a  great  national  obligation 
to  discharge.    Moreover  in  the  event  the  United  States  should  deliberately 
bypass  the  PHILIPPINES,  leaving  our  prisoners.  Nationals  and  loyal  Filipinos 
in  enemy  hands  without  an  effort  to  retrieve  than  at  earliest  moment  we  would 
incur  the  gravest  psychological  reaction.    We  would  admit  the  truth  of  Japa- 
nese propaganda  to  the  effeot  that  we  had  abandoned  the  Filipinos  and  would 
not  shed  American  blood  to  redeem  them;  we  would  undoubtedly  incur  the6pen 
hostility  of  that  people;  we  would  probably  suffer  such  loss  of  prestige 
among  all  the  peoples  of  the  Far  East  that  it  would  adversely  affect  the 
United  States  for  many  years.    I  feel  also  that  a  decision  to  eliminate  the 
campaign  for  the  relief  of  the  PHILIPPINES,  even  under  appreciable  military 
considerations,  would  cause  extremely  adverse  reactions  among  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,    The  American  people  I  am  sure  would  acknowledge 
this  obligation.    In  this  dispatch  I  have  expressed  my  firm  convictions  with 
a  bare  outline  of  the  military  factors  that  enter  into  the  problem.    If  ser- 
ious  consideration  is  being  given  to  the  plan  of  action  indicated  in  para- 
graphs B  and  C  of  your  radio »  I  request  that  I  be  accorded  the  opportunity  of 
personally  proceeding  to  Washington  to  present  fully  my  views,  MaeArthur. 


23  2002    COM INCH  &  CNO  to  CINCPQA. 


■Tup  Decrwa»  Request  your  comment  on  following  proposal  as  a  possible  means 
of  meeting  requirements  CinCSWPac  as  stated  in  his  160218Z  without  unduly 
interfering  with  lift  for  STALEMATE.  CinCPao  nominate  4  APA  of  which  one 
will  be  an  AGO  for  temporary  assignment  7th  Fleet  as  early  as  GATEWAY  (MARI- 
ANAS IS.)  operations  permit.  Any  deficiencies  in  STALEMATE  lift  incurred 
thereby  to  be  filled  from  additional  AP  made  available  from  Pacific  troop 
lift,  APA  so  designated  will  be  considered  as  component  part  of  assault  ship- 
ping to  be  supplied  by  you  for  MUSKETEER. 

25  2246    CINCPOA  to  COM  INCH,  CNO. 

" — CDCRfff*    The  increases  in  strength  of  the  enemy  garrisons  at  FULLCRY 
(PALAU)  indicate  that  resistance  will  be  met  on  the  order  of  that  against 
which  we  are  now  contending  at  SAIPAN.    The  degree  to  which  the  FORAGER  and 
STALEMATE  shipping  requirements  will  overlap,  together  with  increased  troop 
lift  needed  not  only  to  send  reinforcements  to  GATEWAY  (MARIANAS)  but  alBO 
eventually  to  withdraw  the  additional  units,  and  also  the  necessity  that  for 
STALEMATE  a  maximum  force  be  afloat,  make  proposal  your  282002  impracticable. 
If  such  action  is  taken  it  will  in  my  opinion  seriously  jeopardize  the  STALE- 
MATE operation  and  will  oertainly  introduce  a  definite  cause  for  delay  in  ad- 
dition to  others  which  I  am  making  every  effort  to  overcome, 

29  1746    COM  INCH  &  CHO  to  CIKCPOA.  2327 

-—TOT  3B0ftHh.    Refer  to  WARX  60007  of  12  June.  While  recognising  the  impracti* 
ability  of  forecasting  accurately  at  this  time  the  over  all  situation  which 
will  obtain  as  a  result  of  FORAGER,  an  interim  reply  to  the  reference  would 
be  most  helpful  in  current  stratetical  planning  for  the  Pacific  Campaign.  END 


J'UNE  (CrCTT 
23  0832    CTF  53  to  CTF  51 

■  TOP  3350  RET*.    In  order  to  make  earliest  V?  Day  practicable 
propose  landing  3rd  MarDiv  on  ASAN  beaches  as  orginally 
planned  with  1st  Provisional  Brigade  in  reserve.  But 
making  demonstration  only  on  AGAT  beaches  to  include 
bombardment  and  demolitions.    Believe  these  troops  adequate 
seize  hold  and  develop  that  1  beachhead  and  to  continue 
operations  for  capture  of  0R0TL  PENINSULA  and  harbor  with 
seizure  of  high  ground  around  MOUNT  ALIFAN  to  follow 
immediately  thereafter.    Above  would  eliminate  necessity 

for  waiting  release  of  106th  Regiment  which  however  would 
still  be  required  when  available.    C  G  Southern  Landing 
Force  agrees  and  requests  you  pass  to  CTF  56  bis  strong 
recommendation. 


23  0950    RICHARDSON  to  VVDCSA  Info  CINCPOA 

Tula  la  TOP  CECIOjP-.    RJ20048.    Referring  to  your  46867 
June  "6th  Harmon  and  I  recommend  that  command  of  the  United 
States  Army  Forces  in  the  South  and  in  the  Central  Pacific 
Areas  pass  to  command  of  Commanding  General,  United  States 
Army  Forces,  Pacific  Ocean  Areas  on  1  August  1944.  Para. 
Having  discussed  the  command  situation  thoroughly  with 
General  Harmon  I  find  nothing  to  warrant  changing  the  views 
expressed  In  my  radiogram  RJ17505  May  28.  Para.    On  22  June 
General  Harmon  and  I  conferred  with  Admiral  Nimitz.  After 
a  free  discussion  of  the  Army  command  Cincpoa  stated  that 
he  preferred  to  deal  with  only  1  Army  commander.    This  has 
been  the  procedure  In  the  Central  Pacific  Area  and  I  concur 
completely  in  his  view.    After  the  conference  Cincpoa  sent 
the  following  (paraphrased)  to  ComlnCh:     Quote  The  conference 
which  General  Marshall  desired  has  been  held  with  General 
Harmon  and  General  Richardson  (WARX46867) .    I  adhere  to  my 
concurrence  in  WARX40903-24  May  as  stated  in  General  Rich- 
ardson's RJ17505  of  28  May.     It  is  my  desire  that  Harmon 
feel  free  to  present  to  the  War  Department  his  own  views 
in  the  matter  and  I  have  so  indicated  to  him.  Unquote. 
General  Harmon  is  leaving  here  22nd  June  and  will  present 
his  views  as  well  as  Cincpoa' s  and  mine.    Para.    In  your 
40903  May  24  you  state  quote  In  this  capacity  Harmon  would 
serve  unaer  the  overall  command  of  Richardson  for  logistics 
and  administration  but  would  be  directly  under  operational 
command  of  Cincpoa.    Unquote.    The  relation  is  not  clear  to 
me  as  only  Task  Forces  are  under  operational  command  of 
Cincpoa  and  it  is  not  believed  that  Harmon  will  command  an 
air  task  force  as  all  land  air  units  In  the  operations  of 
Forward  Area  are  under  immediate  command  of  ComAlrForward 
{now  General  Hale)  serving  under  ComForward  Area.  Para.  It 
is  my  understanding  that  the  terms  operational  commander, 
or  operational  control,  used  by  the  War  Department  means 
command  or  control  of  tactioal  combat  operations,  and  not 


DECLASSIFIED 

* — TOP  SECRET 
JUNE  (GOT) 


administrative  operations.    Please  confirm.    Para.     It  is 
recommended  that  the  command  relationship  between  ComGenFOA 
and  the  Commanding  General  Army  Air  Forces  Pacific  Ocean 
Areas  be  that  which  now  exists  between  ComGenCentPac  and 
the  Commanding  General,  7th  Air  Force. 

23  2020    CTF  51  to  CINCPAC  Info  Com5thFlt 

-  TOP  Tour  231824  regret  delay  but  nature  of  reply 

depends  on  outcome  of  present  major  land  attack.    Have  been 
in  consultation  with  Spruanoe  and  Smith,    Further  conference 
today  may  develops  answer.  Para.    Attention  invited  to  fact 
that  operations  are  progressing  at  least  as  favorably  as  my 
oral  forecast  expressed  to  you  on  several  occasions, 

24  0514    CINCPOA  to  COMLNCH  &  CNO  Info  COMGENCENTPAC ,  C0M3RDFLT, 

C0M3RDPHIBF0R .  C0M12. 

-TOP  QEORB^.  The  commitment  of  the  77th  Division  to  FORAGER 
necessitates  immediate  preparation  of  another  division  for 
STALEMATE  in  order  prevent  unnecessary  delay  in  that  opera- 
tion.   Request  transfer  of  96th  Division  to  OAHD  by  1st 
shipping  available  after  it  completes  amphibious  training 
29  June.    For  this  purpose  recommend  96th  Divison  be  placed 
at  top  of  July  priority  list  and  5th  MarDiv  be  deleted. 

24  0929    CINCPOA  to  CINCSWFA  Info  COMINCH.  C OMGENCENPAC 

-Thin  iu  TOP  OECIQiT-r    Your  cooperative  offer  of  the  38th 
Division  in  exchange  for  the  96th  Division  is  very  much 
appreciated.    However  in  view  of  the  complications  involved 
due  to  the  separation  of  the  38th  Division  from  its  equip- 
ment much  of  which  is  either  on  the  water  on  enroute  SoWesPac 
and  the  sailing  of  oertain  elements  in  ships  involved  in 
other  movements  it  now  seems  preferable  to  bring  the  96th  to 
OAHU  and  mount  it  here  for  STALEMATE  and  I  have  requested 
such  action. 

24  0622    COM  5TH  FLT  to  CINCPAC  info  CTF  51.  CTF  56.  CTF  58.  CTF  57. 

-qeg-gECftfig-.    Tour  210440  to  CTF  51.    Following  is  result  of 
conference  with  Turner  and  Holland  Smith.    First.  Situation 
ashore  SAIPAN  does  not  permit  withdrawal  any  troops  now  com- 
mitted nor  can  any  date  for  such  withdrawal  be  set  at  present 
time.    Additional  reserves  from  first  Provisional  Marine 
Brigade  reinforced  may  be  required  for  SAIPAN  and  will  be 
kept  at  sea  in  area  waiting  development.    All  other  ships  of 
task  force  53  not  required  in  current  operations  SAIPAN  nor 
neutralization  GUAM  will  be  sent  to  ENIWET0K  to  await  definite 
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^       24  0622    COM  5TH  FIT  to  CINCPAC    -  continued 

determination  W  day.    W  day  cannot  be  set  at  present.  Second. 
Attack  on  GUAM  without  adequate  reserve  troops  might  result  in 
disaster  and  should  not  be  made.    Above  is  based  on  experience 
in  SAIPAN  and  study  of  beach  defenses  terrain  and  enemy 
strength  in  GUAM.    All  concerned  desire  as  early  setting  of 
W  day  as  possible  but  experience  gained  in  SAIPAN  must  be 
given  due  consideration.    Very  hard  fighting  has  been  con- 
tinuously In  progress  with  no  end  in  sight  until  SAIPAN  GUAM 
and  TINIAN  are  captured. 

26  0207    COM  5TH  FIT  to  CINCPAC. 

JpftV  ^wt?i;t.    Spent  yesterday  25th  ashore  with  Holland  Smith. 
Visited  General  Schmidt  Jarman  Harper  and  Watson  at  their 
command  posts.    All  cheerful  and  optimistlo  but  unable  to 
make  any  estimate  as  to  date  capture  island  will  be  completed. 
Fighting  going  much  better  now  with  Mount  Tapotohau  taken 
before  noon.    Remaining  terrain  very  rugged.    ASLITO  airfield 
in  excellent  condition  damage  to  buildings  minor  requiring 
mostly  reroofing.    Engineers  extending  runway  to  4200  feet 
to  eastward  with  Marston  Mat.    Full  length  extension  appears 
require  cut  and  fill  operations.    CHARAN  KAN OA  strip  has 
little  development  and  only  minor  possibilities.  Unloading 
proceeding  well  on  beaches  and  over  CHARAN  KAN0A  pier  and 
new  pontoon  do ok  east  to  southward.    About  20  slightly  damaged 
small  type  Jap  aircraft  plus  spare  engines  and  ordnance  equip- 
ment will  be  ready  for  transfer  to  PEARL  when  road  and  beach 
facilities  permit  loading.    Roads  will  be  major  problem  during 
rainy  season.    No  hard  surfaced  roads  exist  and  all  are  badly 
cut  up  and  deep  in  dust  where  our  heavy  traffic  moves.  In- 
spected camps  and  hospital  for  CHAM0RR0  KOREAN  and  Japanese 
civilians.    All  able  bodied  males  are  engaged  in  clean  up  work. 
Possibility  of  early  setting  of  W  day  will  depend  upon  condi- 
tions and  availability  of  troops  now  fighting  here  who  might 
be  taken  off  as  reserve  for  GUAM.    In  meantime  necessary  pre- 
paration of  ships  will  be  proceeding  at  ENIWETQK,    Major  Gen- 
eral Ralph  Smith  departed  for  PEARL  by  air  yesterday  morning. 
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02  0504    CIHCPOA  to  COMFIFTHFLT  Info  COMTHIRDPLT,  CTF  68 

^~f&B,  At  suoh  time  as  a  strike  on  FULLCRY  (PALAU)  and  VOCALIST  (YAP) 

will  not  interfere  with  more  urgent  requirements  (or  when  it  will  be  of  value 
to  your  local  taotioal  situation)  desire  it  be  made  in  order  to  obtain  addi- 
tional close  photographic  coverage  accordance  requirement!  ay  242348* 

03  0601    CCM6THFLT  to  CINGPAC,  ALL  TFO'S  5TH  FLT,  CTF  51,  CTF  56. 

HHrte  *.».ffpr_  Kacff*r*    Conference  held  3  July  with  Admirals  Turner,  Hits  oner, 
dill,  Connolly  SK  Generals  Holland  Smith,  Geiger  and  DelValle  relating  to 
determination  ffDay,    Deo is ion  reached  to  employ  77th  Army  Division  as  Corps 
Reserve  for  GUAM  assault.    Tentative  date  W  Day  25  July,    Decision  reached 
after  full  consideration  time  further  capability  of  troopB,  campaign  in 
SAIPAN  and  nature  of  defenses  GUAM.    Com5thFleet  will  designate  date  about 
25  July  as  W  Day  at  appropriate  time.    TIN IAN  operation  will  proceed  with 
troops  now  engaged  in  SAIPAN  with  date  to  be  determined  by  completion  fighting 
here  and  necessary  time  for  rehabilitating  and  reequipping. 

03  2109    CINGPAC  to  COMFIFTHFLEET  Info  COM INCH. 


-TOP  reOIHSfr*  Your  030601  delay  in  W  Day  unacceptable.  Unless  there  are  com- 
pelling reasons  to  contrary  of  which  I  am  unaware  it  appears  feasible  to  fix 
IT  Day  about  time  of  arrival  first  combat  team  from  77  Div  in  operating  area. 
Remainder  that  Division  should  arrive  about  24  July.  Any  delay  slows  up  en- 
tire campaign  not  only  for  Pacific  Ocean  Area  but  for  Southwest  Pacific  as 
well.  Reexamine  the  question  with  a  view  of  finding  ways  and  means  of  meeting 
an  earlier  date  and  state  controlling  factors  that  necessitate  delay, 

04  0400    CINCPOA  to  COM  INCH    Info  CINCSWPA. 


Your  291746.    The  extent  to  which  progress  in  the  MARIANAS  has  been  impeded 
by  the  extensive  increases  of  enemy  garrisons  and  the  increase  of  the  PALAD 
garrison  since  mid-March  from  9,000  to  approximately  40,000  with  weapons  in 
proportion  make  it  unlikely  that  the  timing  directed  by  JCS  713/4  can  be 
achieved.    I  am  giving  consideration  to  an  extensive  modification  of  STALE- 
MATE in  which  time  and  expenditure  of  forces  would  be  saved  by  seizing  ANGAUR 
and  FELELIU  and  with  use  of  KOSSOL  ROADS  neutralizing  BABELTHUAP  and  the  KOROR 
HARBOR  Area  and  seizing  YAP  and  ULITHI  in  order  to  obtain  air  base  and  anchor- 
age facilities  whioh  though  not  completely  satisfactory  may  be  obtained  with- 
out excessive  delay.    Para.    Representatives  of  CinCSWPA  have  informally  dis- 
cussed with  my  staff  operations  which  involve  occupation  of  MOROTAI  ISLAND 
(KALMAHERAS)  in  early  September,  a  limited  occupation  of  SARANGAN I  BAY  AREA 
primarily  by  short  range  aircraft  in  late  October,  a  major  occupation  of 
LEYTE  about  15  November  to  be  followed  by  the  occupation  of  LEGASPI  and  APARRI 
in  mid-January,  a  minor  movement  into  MINDORO  in  February  and  a  major  assault 
on  LUZON  through  LINGAYEN  about  April  1st.    Preliminary  consideration  indi- 
cates that  this  timing  is  optimistic*    Carrier  support  would  be  required  for 
MOROTAI  and  SARANGANI.    The  LEYTE  operation  would  be  of  a  critical  and  de- 
cisive character  and  if  successful  would  give  us  air  supremacy  in  the  PHILIP- 
PINES.   It  would  require  the  employment  of  practioally  all  available  covering 
and  striking  forces,  fire  support  forces,  and  all  available  assault  shipping. 
The  operations  proposed  appear  feasible.    Para.    Although  use  of  short  cuts 
and  prompt  exploitation  of  favorable  situations  are  prime  considerations 
our  operations  should  be  so  conducted  as  to  ensure  control  of  the  sea  and 

-  Continued  -  2331 


'  for  oEoniff* 


mi  (00I>  DECLASSIFIED 

04  0400    CINCPOA  to  C  CM  INCH  Info  CINCSWPA.  -  Continued  - 

the  air  during  major  amphibious  assaults.    To  the  maximum  extent  practicable 
our  amphibious  operations  should  be  conducted  with  the  support  of  shore 
based  aircraft.    Taotioal  situations  in  which  the  fast  carrier  task  forces  are 
more  or  less  inmobilUed  in  support  of  protracted  fighting  on  shore  should 
be  avoided.    Para.    In  my  opinion  the  basic  concept  of  operations  proposed 
by  CinCSWPA  in  which  shore  based  air  forces,  ground  troops  and  naval  forces 
are  advanced  together  is  sound.    Moreover,  unless  the  rate  of  attrition  in- 
flioted  on  the  enemy  naval  and  air  forces  is  accelerated,  or  we  achieve  a 
decisive  viotory  at  sea,  movement  into  the  FORMOSA  STRAIT  region  will  be  de- 
pendent on  neutralization  of  enemy  air  forces  in  LUZON  by  our  own  shore  based 
air  forces  particularly  if  the  current  enemy  campaign  in  CHINA  limits  the 
ability  of  air  forces  in  CHINA  to  strike  FORMOSA  and  the  nearby  CHINA  Coast. 
Para.    For  the  present  no  change  in  approved  strategic  concepts  is  recommended 
The  partial  occupation  of  PALAU  Plus  YAP  and  ULITHI  is  considered  to  satisfy 
the  directive  of  JCS  713/4.    The  inclusion  of  LEYTE  with  MINDANAO  will  expe- 
dite subsequent  operations  and  is  considered  advisable.    My  preparations  for 
the  FORMOSA  STRAIT  operation  should  continue.    The  eventual  feasibility  mtx 
ahd  necessity  of  moving  to  the  CHINA  Coast  without  the  use  of  LUZON  as  a 
naval  and  air  base  will  depend  on  various  developments  including  the  extent 
to  which  interim  attrition  can  be  inflicted  on  enemy  naval  and  air  forces 
and  the  situation  in  CHINA. 


05  1425    C CMF IFTHFLEET  to  CINCPAC  Info  CTF  51  CTF  56  CTF  53. 

TOr  QECRET.    Determination  of  earliest  date  for  W  Day  started  with  arrival 
Conolly,  Geiger  on  June  30  and  continued  until  final  conference  July  3. 
Entire  matter  reconsidered  again  today  as  result  your  040739.    Holland  Smith 
and  Geiger  afira  their  previous  judgment  that  entire  77th  Division  is  required 
to  conduct  GUAM  operation  with  assurance  of  success.    If  their  views  as  to 
military  forces  needed  are  to  be  overruled  and  operation  ordered  to  proceed 
with  only  1  HOT  of  77th  immediately  available  believe  this  decision  should 
be  made  by  higher  authority  on  basis  of  effect  of  delay  on  conduot  of 
future  operations.    Only  other  troops  available  in  area  are  those  who  have 
now  been  engaged  in  heavy  fighting  for  3  weeks  on  SAIPAN  with  end  of  fighting 
not  determinable  at  present.    These  troops  should  have  10  days  for  rehabili- 
tation and  be  reequipped  on  completion  SAIPAN.    They  or  other  troops  will  be 
required  for  TIN IAN.    Personal  letter  to  you  in  air  mail  this  morning  bears 
on  subject.    Movement  of  77th  Division  to  MARIANAS  and  delay  in  completion 
of  FORAGER  will  require  changes  in  CINCPAC  plans  for  movements  of  vessels 
of  amphibious  forces  transfer  Of  troops  additional  military  supplies  and  re- 
equipments  all  of  which  must  be  integrated  with  STALEMATE  planB.  Recommend 
representation  from  your  staff  come  to  SAIPAN  to  make  ds termination  of  these 
matters • 
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06  0236    CINCPOA  to  C0H5THFLEET  Info  COklNCH. 

"TVP-^m&t^     In  view  your  O51425  together  with  latest'  informa- 
tion as  to  strength  of  enemy  garrison  G-UAK  and.  my  appreciation 
of  extent  to  which  long  period  of  embarkation4!^  have  affected 
condition  of  troops  delay  of  W  Day  until  arrival  77th  Division 
is  approved.    Remainder  77th  Division  #111  leave  here  9  July. 
Assume  all  practicable  steps  being  taken  to  recondition  Geiger's 
troops.    Para.     STALEMATE  plans  being  extensively  revised  to 
meet  delays  and  expected  return  of  assault  shipping  in  incre- 
ments.    Revised  warning  order  will  give  details".    No  FORAGER 
troops  will  be  required.    For  time  being  effective  completion 
of  FORAGER  is  paramount  to  other  tasks  except  the  continuing 
one  of  destroying  enemy  naval  and  air  forces. 

06  0252     CINCPaC  TO  OOfclffCH. 

—TOP  f-LoR-T-;    Unless  otherwise  directed  I  intend  on  7  July  issue 
warning  order  for  occupation  LCARIANAS-PALAU  line  in  accordance 
concept  indicated  in  first  paragraph  my  040400. 

06  1840    COKIKCH  AND  0N0  to  CIHCPAO. 

This  is  TOP  SECRET.    Your  060252  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  approve. 

14  0227    C0MS0PAC  to  CINCPOA  Info  C0MAIRS0PAC,  CINGSWPA,  NEW  ZEALAND  CHIEF  OF  STAFF. 

-  TOP  flKCBEX*    After  meeting  SoPac  garrison  requirements  and  New  Zealand  train- 
ing and"  "forming  requirements  the  RNZAF  can  make  available  for  transfer  SWPA 
and  maintain  an  operational  level  the  following  combat  squadrons 

(A)  TYPE  (B)  DATE  AVAILABLE  (C)  PRESENT  LOCATION 

1  VP  27  July  BOUGAINVILLE 

1  VF  17  Sept  NEW  ZEALAND 

1  VF  1  Nov  NEW  ZEALAND 

1  VF  16  Deo  NOT  ZEALAND 

1  VB  medium  1  Oct  NOW  BOUGAINVILLE 

1  VB  medium  17  Sept  NEW  ZEALAND 

Each  New  Zealand  FightRon  equipped  with  18  Corsairs.    Each  Mew  Zealand 
medium  BoznbRon  equipped  with  15  VenturaB.    Squadrons  shown  as  being  in  NEW 
Zealand  are  being  rehabilitated  or  organized  and  will  become  available  in 
GUADALCANAL — SANTOS  area  on  dates  indicated. 

17  0205    RICHARDSON  to  CINCPOA  Info  C0M3rdFlt  C0M3rdPHIBF0RCES  CTF  36  CG  FMFPAC  etc. 

H?0f  5BC!tfi&.     (RJ  22461)  Pursuant  to  CinCPOA  top  secret  priori ty  disp  162201 
GCT  24th  Corps  and  attached  units  and  81st  Division  and  attached  units  pass 
to  operational  control  CTF  36.    Field  orders  follow  listing.    By  copy  this 
dispatch  ComGen  24th  Corps  and  ComGen  81st  Division  are  directed  to  report 
for  operational  control  as  indicated. 
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19  0519  CINCPOA  to  GOMSOPAC  Info  CINCSWPA.  COMAIRPAC.  N.2.  C  of  S. 
COMAIRSOPAC. 

TOSSES;.    Your  140227.    Request  you  arrange  direct  with  CinCSWPA 
transfer  of  RNZAF  aircraft  units  to  SWPA. 

02  1631  COMINCH  to  CINCPOA 

TUP  ajsefiiffl.     This  is  a  planning  message  fron  the  Joint  Staff 
Planners  to  CinCPOA  Planners.    Reference  CAUSEWAY  Joint  Staff 
Study.    Following  information  would  be  appreciated:  Para,  A.^g* 
Plans  you  may  have  for  occupation  and  future  use  of  DONATION^** 
Para.  B.  Plans  for  Post -CAUSEWAY  operations  to  occupy  northern 
?<7<Mo«A  DIAPHRAGM.    What  is  estimated  target  date  and  what  forces  will 

you  employ  for  these  operations.    Para,  C,  What  employment  other 
than  defense  do  you  envisage  for  the  substantial  air  elements 
you  indicate  will  go  to  ABQLITION/"*)Can  these  air  forces  be 
established  on  the  coastal  islands  or  must  we  build  fields  on 
the  mainland.    Para.  D.  How  will  the  feasibility  of  CAUSEWAY 
be  affected  if  the  14th  air  force  is  unable  to  render  direct 
support  to  CAUSEWAY.    Para.  E,  JVhji  would  be  the  effect  on  your 
plans  if  enemy  air  on  WHITEWASHfc*c*annot  be  effectively  reduced 
and  contained  from  SILVERSAND  as  envisaged  in  JCS  number  989 
of  12  March,  Minpawa© 


24  0957  CINCPOA  to  COMINCH. 


Your  021631.    Answers  to  quries  follow;   (A) .  It  is 
intended  only  to  neutralize  DONATION  for  the  time  being  unless 
future  developments  require  substitution  of  DONATION  for  ABO- 
LITION.    (B)  Choice  between  post  CAUSEWAY  operations  primarily 
to  occupy  northern  DIAPHRAGM  or  to  move  rapidly  into  more  ad- 
vanced positions  will  depend  on  strategic  situation  as  it 
develops.     In  any  case  perimeter  will  be  expanded  as  practic- 
able with  means  available.     To  complete  occupation  of  DIAPHRAGM 
it  is  estimated  that  about  208,000  additional  personnel  would 
be  reouired  as  follows  in  addition  to  those  envisaged  by  GRAN- 
ITE Second  and  Preliminary  Draft  CAUSEWAY  Joint  Staff  Study: 
One  armored  division  11,000,  two  infantry  divisions  30,000 
supporting  combat  troops  30,500,  QM  units  26,200  Engineering 
and  construction  29,500,  medical  8,000,  signal  6,400,  ordnance 
5,000,  CWS  500,  transportation  corps  8,500,  miscellaneous 
naval  units  10,000,  aviation  service  units  army  14,000.  Fol- 
lowing additional  aircraft  would  be  employed:  3  day  fighter 
groups  plus  one  nite  fitron,  3  medium  bomber  groups  10  very 
long  range  bomber  groups.     These  troops  would  have  to  be  lifted 
in  repeated  movements  of  assault  shipping.    Their  maintenance 
would  require  an  increase  of  approximately  10  AP  and  25  AK 
sailings  per  month  from  west  coast,     (C)  The  air  elements  now  1 
listed  for  ABOLITION  namely  2  fighter  groups  1  light  bomber 
groups  and  1  medium  bomber  group  plus  1  patrol  seaplane  and  1 
VH  squadron  are  considered  none  too  great  for  defensive  purposes 
but  would  be  used  also  to  strike  suitable  targets  and  assist 
in  improving  military  situation  in  SUBLIME.    This  last  activity 
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24  0957  CINCPOA  to  CQMDJCH  (Cont'd)  .  JAift 
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is  considered  to  be  a  very  important/result  of/the  establish- 
ment of  our  air  forces  in  the  DIAPHRAGM- ABOLITION  area.     It  is 
believed  that  fields  for  4  groups  can  be  developed  on  the 
coastal  islands,     (D)  Inability  of  the  14th  air  force  to  sup- 
port CAUSEWAY  will  increase, necessity  to  reduce  or  contain 
enemy  air^proes  .in,     ITSWASHnBy  establishment  SoWesPac  air 
1      GEE  Si  Oh  and  for  previc 


forces  in  EXCELS iOk  and  for  previous  attrition  of  enemy  air,^^* 
.  strength  by  VLR  and  carrier  operations  against  BUNKHOUSE^and 
'fp.ffw  HYPOCRITE.    However,  completion  of  CAUSEWAY  even  on  reduced 
scale  will  immediately  enhance  overall  effectiveness  of  air 
forces  based  in  SUBLIMET^/V1E)  Inability  effectively  reduce  or 
contain  enemy  air  forces  on  WHITEWASH  would  render  success  of 
CAUSEWAY  doubtful.     For  this  reaap^tha  SoWesPac  air  forces 
should  be  established  in  SILVERSAtTO  and  accumulation  as  envis- 
aged by  Phase  2  of  RENO  5»    After  successful  completion  Phase 
2  CAUSEWAY  should  be  feasible.    Para,     The  foregoing  summarizes 
my  views  which  were  expressed  in  greater  detail  during  confer- 
ence at  PEARL  just  concluded. 

27  0245    REAR  ADMIRAL  SHERMAN  (VIA  C0M7THFLT)  to  CINCPOA. 


TOP  CSeREP.    Target  datea  for  SARANGANI  and  LEYTE  are  now  15  November  and  20 
December  respectively.  Recommend  CominCh  be  informed  as  target  date  for 
CAUSEWAY  somewhat  affected*    New  dates  remove  certain  weaknesses  previously 
pointed  out  by  CinCPOA  Planners  and  are  in  my  opinion  advisable. 

27  0603    CINCBF  to  CINCPAC  for  (3 APT  TTJFNELL) 

'        aeurgfc.    Following  for  Capt  Tufnell  from  Capt  Hillgarth  (1)  Battleships, 

cruisers,  destroyers  of  Eastern  Fleet  bombarded  SABANG  dawn  25th  July    by 

carrier  borne  aircraft  (2)  complete  surprise  achieved.    Bombardment  lasted  35 
minutes  most  effective  harbor  installations  almost  all  destroyed.  Alternative 
wharves  "go  down"  left  mass  of  flames  and  smoke,    rfalf  of  barracks  devastated 
remaining  buildings  almost  completely  destroyed.    W/T  station  destroyed  or 
severely  damaged.    Radar  station  heavily  shelled  and  attacked  by  aircraft. 
No  damage  or  "casualties  to  bombarding  force.    My  270617  part  1, 

"  lap  3tn,i  eb.    My  270617  part  2  final.    (3)  under  cover  main  bombardment  3  de- 
stroyers 1  cruiser"  e'ntere'd  harbor  engaging  target  at  very  close  range  silenoing 
shore  batters  sunk  mddium  size  merchant  ship  and  wrecked  2  jetties  with  tor- 
pedoes suffering  minor  damage  only  and  few  casualties  2  fatal  (4)   

carrier  borne  aircraft  attacked      -1  _    airdrome  damaging  hangar,  buildings 
radar  station  and  destroyed  4  aircraft  on  the  ground.    2  aircraft  sent  to  in- 
tercept fleet  shot  down.    1  aircraft  lost  crew  saved  (5)  Formation  enemy  air- 
craft attempted  attack  fleet  evening  25th  July.  3  destroyed  2  damaged  remain- 
der driven  off  by  fighter  cover  before  close  fire. 
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rB(S,  DECLASSIFIED 

27  1956Z  JOINT  STAFF  FLANKERS  WASHINGTON  SIGNED  ROBERTS  to  STAFF  PLANNERS  OF  CINCPOA, 
STAFF  PLANNERS  OF  C INCSWPA.  '  — —  


-fop  Oecie<    This  is  planning  level  me g sage  WRAX  71483.    Planning  assump- 
tion  is  that  DIAPHRAGM  (FORMOSA)  assault  at  earliest  practicable  date  iB 
primary  objective  of  campaign  outlined  in  J.C.S.  713/4  and  occupation 
WHITEWASH  (LUZON)  not  to  be  accomplished  prior  to  occupation  of  DIAPHRAGM 
(FORMOSA).    Primary  purpose  occupation  ACCUMULATION  (LEYTE  IS.)  -  SILVER- 
SAND  (MINDANAO)  Area  is  to  establish  air  forces  to  reduce  enemy  air  in 
WHITEWASH  (LUZON)  in  support  of  CAUSEWAY  (Operation  against  FORMOSA). 
Thereafter  SoWesPac  forces  to  continue  operations  in  EXCELSIOR  (PHILIPPINES), 
maintain  pressure  and  continue  attrition,  and  extending  holdings  to  the  limit 
of  resources  available  after  requirements  have  been  met  for  augmentation  of 
CAUSEWAY  (Operation  against  FORMOSA)  forces  with  a  view  to  eventual  complete 
reoooupation  of  EXCELSIOR  ( PHILIPPINES ) •    These  operations  would  be  conducted 
without  the  direct  support  of  the  Pacific  Fleet.    The  transfer  of  assault 
craft  suitable  for  shore-to-shore  operation  from  CentPao  to  SoWesPao  is 
contemplated.    Some  SoWesPac  air,  ground,  and  service  forceB  would  be  neces- 
sary in  CAUSEWAY  (Operation  against  FORMOSA)  and  POST*CAUSEWAY  operations. 
Believe  early  March  latest  practicable  target  date  for  DIAPHRAGM  (FORMOSA) 
in  order  avoid  unacceptable  delay  in  subsequent  operations,  the  primary 
consideration  being  the  weather.    Therefore  believe  1  December  latest 
acceptable  target  date  for  ACCUMULATION  (LEYTE  IS.)  if  approximately  3 
months  required  to  occupy  and  then  conduct  effective  air  operations  against 
WHITEWASH  (LUZON).    Your  views  on  following  would  be  appreciated:  Para.  A. 
Beginning  end  of  FORAGER  (Capture  of  MARIANAS)  what  reasonable  possibilities 
exist  to  meet  target  date  of  15  November  for  ACCUMULATION  (LEYTE  IS.)  by  by- 
passing objectives  or  by  compressing  intervals  between  presently  contemplated 
operations.    For  Example:  Para.  (1)  Can  Phase  1  STALEMATE  (Operations  against 
the  PALAUS)  be  eliminated,  and  Phase  2  be  executed  15  September,  possibly 
adding  DOWNPOUR  (WOLEAl)  as  objective  to  HORROR  (ULITHI)  and  BEQUEST  (YAP 
ISLANDS).    Para.  (2)  Can  GOSSIPMONGER  ( TALAUO)  amd/or  7/INDBAG  (SARANGANI)  be 
eliminated  and  Northern  SIL7ERSAND  (MINDANAO)  -  ACCUMULATION  (LEYTE  IS.) 
operations  be  designated  as  simultaneous  or  olosely  timed  operations  within 
the  capabilities  of  the  fleet  to  support  them  until  land-based  air  is 
established.    Para.  B.  In  Phase  z  RENO  5  what  operations  are  contemplated 
to  seize,  develop  and  use  the  available  airfield  sites  in  the  Central 
SILVERS AND  (MINDANAO)  plateau  area. 

AUGUST  (GCT) 


02  0435    C0MS0FAC  to  CINCPOA  info  COMINCH  C INCSWPA  RNZAF  HEADQUARTERS  WELLINGTON 
COMAIRSOFAC  COMAIRPACT  ~~  ~* 

Your  230146  June.    Th1«r  is  Tup  Dm.rS'frv    As  result  conference  with  representa- 
tives RNZAF  and  C INCSWPA  following  recommendation  submitted  by  ComSoPac. 
RNZAF  squadrons  will  become  available  to  report  to  CINCSOWESPA  on  following 
dates,  2  VF  and  1  VB  medium  now  ready  in  BOUGAINVILLE,  1  VB  medium  on  17 
September  in  NEW  ZEALAND,  2  VF  on  1  October  in  NEW  ZEALAND.  Availability 
for  employment  in  combat  area  for  squadrons  forming  in  NEW  ZEALAND  is  de- 
pendent on  shipping  which  will  be  provided  by  SOPAC  to  destinations  in  SOLO- 
MONS-BISMARCK axis  and  by  SWPA  if  destination  is  West  of  EMIRAU.  Logistic 
support  now  provided  by  SOPAC  to  NEW  ZEALAND  air  force  will  be  continued  for 
aircraft  operating  in  SOLOMONS  BISMARCK  axis  including  EMIRAU.    If  and  when 
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■top  ononis 

AUGUST  (GOT) 

02  0435    COMSOPAC  to  CINCPOA  info  COM  INCH  CINCSTCPA  RNZAF  HEADQUARTERS  WELLIKGTOH 
COMAIBSOFAC  COMAIHPAC  -  continued  - 

they  operate  from  points  elsewhere  than  SOLOMONS  BISMARCK  axis  the  logistic 
support  to  be  provided  by  CINCSOWESPA.    Details  of  organization  and  adminis- 
tration to  be  arranged  directly  between  CINCSOWESPA  and  Commander  RNZAF. 

05  0457Z  RICHARDSON  HD.VAR  to  WDCSA  info  CINCPOA  10TH  ARMY. 

■Tnp-SBrr-gfc.   RJ-24287  Campaign  Plan  GRANITE  2  contemplates  partial  occupation 
of  DIAPHRAGM.    Operational  planning  indicates  ultimate  necessity  for  occupa- 
tion of  all  of  DIAPHRAGM.    Whether  final  concept  directs  initial  assault  on 
thiB  basis  or  not,  ultimate  requirement  indicates  need  for  1  Army  Corps  head- 
quarters in  addition  to  the  24th  CorpB  presently  assigned.    Para.    To  facili- 
tate training  and  planning  necessary  it  is  requested  that  early  action  be 
taken  by  the  War  Department  to  send  to  this  area  the  following  units:  Corps 
Headquarters  t/o  100-1,  Headquarters  company  t/o  100-2,  Headquarters  and 
Headquarters  battery  corps  artillery  T/o  6-50-1,  signal  battalion  t/011-15. 
Field  Artillery  Observation  Battalion  T/O  6-75,  Engineer  Topographioal  Com- 
pany, Corps  T/O  5-167.    Request  radio  advice  of  action  taken. 

06  0910    GHQ  SWPA  to  AGWAR  info  CINCPOA,  CG  SOPAC  ADCOM. 

CX15765    I  am  opposed  to  the  establishment  of  the  arbitrary  date  of  1  Sept. 
for  the  termination  of  transfer  of  Army  troops  from  the  South  Pacific  to  the 
Southwest  Pacific  area  reference  WARX  73119  July  30th  and  CINCPOA  letter 
serial  000558  July  20th.    JC  7713/6  reads  "All  other  combat  and  all  service 
and  supporting  troops  when  not  required  for  the  operation  bases  retained  in 
the  South  Pacific  area  should  pass  to  the  control  of  the  Southwest  Pacific" 
This  oan  be  interpreted  only  to  mean  that  it  was  the  intent  of  the  Joint 
Chiefs  of  Staff  to  transfer  eventually  all  Army  troops  of  the  South  Paoific 
Area  to  the  Southwest  Pacific  Area  when  their  requirement  to  support  the 
South  Pacific  bases  ceased.    During  the  conferences  leading  up  to  the  mutual 
agreements  for  the  transfer  of  Army  troops  from  the  South  Pacific  Area  to  the 
Southwest  Pacific  Area,  a  full  survey  by  the  South  Pacific  Area  of  available 
service  force  units  was  impracticable  because  at  that  time  there  was  no  re- 
liable indication  as  to  what  missions  would  be  assigned  to  the  South  Pacific. 
In  my  conferences  with  Admiral  Hal sey  leading  up  to  the  final  interim  solu- 
tion I  made  it  clear  that  the  number  of  Army  Service  Force  troops  being  re- 
ceived was  not  sufficient  to  support  the  Army  Air  and  Army  Ground  Force  units 
being  transferred,  and  I  informed  that  I  would  expect  the  transfer  of  addi- 
tional Service  Force  units  if  and  when  they  became  surplus  to  the  needs  of 
the  South  Pacific.    That  this  principle  was  understood  and  accented  is  in- 
dicated clearly  by  the  statement  of  Commander  South  Pacific  Area  cited  in 
paragraph  2  CINCPOA' s  letter  serial  000558  July  20th  "No  other  Service  troops 
can  be  reported  as  available  at  this  time  but  will  be  reported  when  and  if 
they  are  no  longer  needed  for  the  missions  assigned  this  area  after  redeploy- 
ment" Para.    It  is  presumed  that  prior  to  the  redeployment  of  units  from  the 
South  Pacific  Area  certain  Service  Force  Units  were  dispatched  there  to  serve 
the  air  force  and  ground  force  units  comprised  the  Army  Garrison.    In  other 
words  it  was  a  balanced  force.    7/hen  these  air  and  ground  force  unitB  are 
dispatched  to  another  area  the  same  general  balance  should  obtain.  Examina- 
tion of  this  balance  indicates  that  prior  to  transfer  the  Army  Air  and  Army 
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05  09X0    GHft_  SWPA  to  AGWAR  info  CINCPOA,  CG  SOPAC  ADC  CM  -  continued  - 

Ground  Foroe  units  aggregated  152,000  troops  and  the  Array  Service  Foroe  a 
total  of  65,000  troops,  A  70-30$  ratio.    Of  the  troops  transferred  the  air 
and  ground  force  units  total  approximately  131,000  and  the  Array  Service 
Foroe  units  transferred  14,000R  A  90-10$  ratio.    This  unfavorable  balance 
of  service  force  to  air  and  ground  force  units  seriously  aggravates  the 
present  oritio&l  defioienoy  of  service  troops  already  existing  in  the  South- 
west Pacific  Area,  which  has  necessitated  the  employment  of  large  numbers  of 
combat  troops  to  fulfill  the  service  force  mission.    My  staff  is  at  present 
engaged  in  trying  to  solve  the  service  problems  of  the  wideawake  campaign 
by  a  series  of  expedients.    Present  indications  point  to  serious  defiencies 
in  the  latter  phases  of  this  operation  with  no  solution  in  sight.  Para.  I 
desire  to  point  out  that  if  the  eventual  transfer  of  the  Army  Service  Units 
of  the  South  Pacific  Area  to  the  Southwest  Pacific  Area  is  denied,  a 
disproportionate  impact  of  the  deficiency  must  be  absorbed  by  the  Southwest 
Pacific  Area  at  a  time  when  it  is  carrying  the  principal  air  and  ground 
offensive  action  of  the  Pacific  theatre. 


06  1023    CINCPOA  to  COMGENP0A 


Ttiifi  lA  Trip  Sggggjfcji    Following  are  answers  to  questions  urdis  050501Z.  (a) 
Forecast  as  to  employment  of  A  and  B  Divisions  is  impossible  at  this  time 
because  decision  of  higher  authority  has  not  been  made  as  to  what  operations 
are  to  follow  CAUSEWAY.    Possibilities  are  (l)  Assault  if  Division  has  am- 
phibious training.    (2)  Operations  ashore  following  Assault.    (3)  Garrison. 
(B)    Present  plans  for  employment  of  Divisions  as  garrison  units  are  generally 
as  in  Appendix  F  GRANITE  II  except  substitute  81st  for  77th  as  garrison 
ARTERIAL.    Dates  and  exten*  of  reduction  of  garrisons  depend  upon  the  future 
situation  and  can  not  now  be  forecast.    Policy  is  to  keep  maximum  number  of 
divisions  available  for  offensive  operations  a,nd  to  reduce  defensive  garri- 
sons to  minimum  required  by  the  situation. 


06  1447    COM  INCH  &  CHO  to  CIWCPAC  C0MSOPA0  info  CINCSOWESPAC  00MAIRPAC  C0KAIRS0PAC 
RNZAF  HQ  WELLINGTON. 


—Top  gggggjj*     COMSOPAC  020435  approved. 

07  0115    CINCPOA  to  COMGENPOA  info  COM INCH. 

■Top  Sooi^^y Nimit^  to  Richardson,  info  King.    In  compliance  request  of  your 
R  24796 <*beirig  passed  you  separately  for  your  eyes  only.    You  will  note  that 
it  constitutes  a  summary  of  certain  views  previously  given  Admiral  King  in 
conference  and  was  furnished  as  a  result  of  an  inquiry  originated  by  the  Joint 
Staff  Planners.    As  directed  by  my  serial  00071  of  3  June  GRANITE  TWO  iB  to 
be  used  as  the  basis  for  acquiring  and  preparing  forces  and  for  providing 
means  for  their  logistic  support.    It  is  reqiiested  that  any  divergent  views 
conoerning  its  concept  for  operationsfor  which  I  am  responsible  be  submitted 
to  me.    Your  RJ  24287.    As  expressed  in  my  240957  it  is  my  view  that  choice 
between  post  CAUSEWAY  operations  primarily  to  occupy  Northern  DLA.PHRAGM  or 
to  move  rapidly  into  more  advanced  positions  will  depend  on  strategic  situa- 
tion as  it  develops. 
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01  2336Z  RICHARDSON  HDWAR  to  WDCSA  info  CINCPOA. 

^~-$GP~SSC8E$%    RJ  24343    ThiB  is  in  furtherance  of  our  radio  R22303-15  July 
and  in  reply  to  your  Top  Secret  radio  War  62673-9  July  para  it  is  recommen- 
ded that  the  category  of  defense  for  HAWAII,  upon  successful  completion  of 
FORAGER,  be  set  as  category  B  in  accordance  With  paragraph  31B,  "Joint  Aotion 
of  the  Amy  and  Navy,"  with  the  following  additional  specifications;  (A) 
That  continuous,  constant  air  protection  be  provided  and  that  it  not  be 
limited  to  periods  "When  enemy  threat  is  imminent"  (b)  That  long  range  air 
reconnaissance  be  provided  (C)  That  no  submarine  mine  barrages  be  established 
(D)  That  a  minimum  of  1  (1)  infantry  division  be  present  for  the  defense  of 
the  islands  of  the  main  Hawaiian  Group"    Para.    Cincpoa  neither  approves  nor 
disapproves  these  recommendations  at  present  but  has  stated  that  he  will 
make  recommendations  in  near  future  to  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staffs,  Request 
information  of  aotion  taken  upon  these  recommendations. 

10  0125    CTJCPOA  to  C0fI3rdFLEET  COM5thFLKBT  info  CCMIHCH  COfTFWDAREA 

*2h^°_i°  Tom  Peire-fc.     It  is  my  intention  to  continue  the  responsibility 
of  Commander  5th  Fleet  for  the  Forward  Area  including  the  Marianas 
until  relieved  thereof  by  Com  3rd  Fit  at  a  time  to  be  determined  later 
by  Cincpoa  now  estimated  as  about  26  August.    Covering  and  striking 
forces  and  the  forces  of  the  Forward  Area  will  remain  under  the 
operational  control  of  Com  5th  Fit  until  he  is  relieved  of  responsibility 
for  the  Forward  Area. 


1°  0133    cr:CP0A  to  C0!-'5thFLEET  CC&GENPOA  C0MPHI3SPAC  C0?'GENFHFPAC  CO' 'GEN  10th 
FIELL  AK.1Y  info  CCQT7C'r  C0T.1AIRPAC  COKSKRVPAC  00M3rdFIT*  201.  •  ' 'AATPOA 


TOP  piffiftB?.    Following  assignments  are  made  for  planning  purposes  in 
connection  with  CAUSEWAY  operation!     Admiral  R.  A.  Spruance  officer 
commanding  the  CAUSEWAY  operation,  Vice  Admiral  R.  K.  Turner  Commander 
Joint  Expeditionary  Force,  Lieutenant  General  S.  3.  Buckner  Commander 
Expeditionary  Troops. 

09  0400    CINCPOA  to  C0M5THFLT,  C0MGENP0A,  COMGEN  AAFPOA ,  COHSERvTAC,  COMATRPAC, 
PEP  COM  XX  AF,  C0MFWDAREA,   Info  to  COM  HIGH  &  CNO,  COM  14. 

The  MARIANAS  are  to  be  developed  as  a  base  for  future  operations  of  the 
forces  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  Areas  and  also  for  the  twentieth  Air  Force.  It 
has  become  apparent  that  to  meet  the  requirements  of  CAUSEWAY  and  subsequent 
operations  there  must  be  a  maximum  expansion  of  port  facilities  and  that  ex- 
tensive naval  base  facilities  must  be  provided.  Para.  It  has  been  decided  to 
proceed  with  development  of  SAIPAN  and  TINIAM  under  directives  heretofore  is- 
sued which  give  high  priority  to  Twentieth  Air  Force  facilities.    At  GUAM 
priority  will  be  given  to  improvement  of  harbor,  naval  base  facilities,  stag- 
ing facilities  for  ground  troops,  facilities  necessary  for  garrison  air 
forces,  advanced  headquarters  for  CINCPOA  together  with  necessary  communica- 
tions. Para.  Construction  for  Twentieth  Air  Force  on  GUAM  will  be  deferred 
except  for  depot.     Para.    Revised  directives  for  base  development  of  GUAM 
will  be  issued  separately. 
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11  2110Z  MARSHALL  to  RICHARDSON  Info  HARMON  (COMGENFOA  passed/to  CINCPOA) 
(^ar-79225)   

—  Tffp^P^ i         War  Department  considers  that  assignment  of  Air  Force  Service 
Units  is  entirely  dependent  on  organization  for  air  servioe  support  establish- 
ed by  Commanding  General  Army  Air  Forces  Pacific  Ocean  Area.    It  is  not  pract- 
icable from  this  distance  to  determine  in  each  case  relative  merit  of  specific 
assignment  to  either  20th  Air  Force,  7th  Air  Force  or  Air  Service  Command 
Pacific  Ocean  Area,  if  latter  is  established.    Accordingly,  the  War  Department 
will  continue  to  assign  all  air  service  units  (except  those  which  are  an  inte- 
gral part  of  20th  Air  Force)  including  those  listed  Urad  RJ-24558  to  the  US 
Army  Forces  Pacific  Ocean  Area,    This  will  thus  permit  their  fuirfcher  assignmenl 
as  indicated  above. 


—  ^ 

AUGUST  (GCT) 
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15  0355    CINCPOA  to  C0M3RDFLT,  C0M3RDPHIBF0R,  CTF  56,  C0MGEN3RDFH I BC ORPS ,  Info  to 
COMAIRPAC,  COMSOPAC,  COMGENFMFPAC ,  COMTNCH  &  CNO,  CINCSWFA,  MARCORPS" 
'COMGBNADCOMFMFPAC,  COMGENPOA,  C0M5THFLT,  C0M7THFLT,  COMPHIBSrAC,  CTF  57, 
C 0MGEN5THPH 1 3C ORPg ,  CCMARAIR7.fINGSPAC,   COMGEH  SUPSERVPMFPAC. 

""TOP  SKCRETt.  MyDis  071245  July  modified  as  follows:  Major  General  Julian  C 
Smith  USMC  will  command  all  Expeditionary  Troops  with  designation  CTF  36. 
Expeditionary  Troops  will  consist  of  the  following  subordinate  commands 
(A)  for  Phase  1.  Maj.Gen.  R.  S.  Geiger,  USMC,  in  command  of  3rd  PhibCorpB 
consisting  of  corps  troops,  1st  MarDiv  and  81st  InfDiv  (B)  for  Phase  2.  Maj. 
Gen,  Hodge,  TJSA,  in  command  of  24th  Army  Corps  consisting  of  corps  troops 
7th,  81st,  and  96th  InfDivs.    XRAY  Provisional  Amphibious  Corps  redesignated 
3rd  PhibCorps. 


15  2100    JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  to  NIMTTZ. 


War  81033.  UecP»».    Preparation  of  Joint  Strategical  Studies  for 

the  war  against  Japan  has  been  handicapped  by  lack  of  accurate  and  recent 
intelligence,  maps,  and  photographic  coverage  concerning  Japanese  inner 
zone,  especially  BONIN  and  IZU  ISLAND  CHAINS,  RYUKYUS ,  and  JAPAN  proper. 
Para  2. 

A  Vertical  reconnaissance  photography  of  the  following  island 
in  the  VOLCANO,  BONTN,  and  IZU  chains,  scale  not  smaller 
than  1  to  20,000,  is  desired  as  soon  as  possible  consistent 
with  current  operations,  showing  beaches  in  both  black  and 
white  and  color,  communications,  airfields,  and  large  mili- 
tary installations: 

(1)  TWO  JIMA 

(2)  HAHA  JTMA 

(3)  CHICHI  JIMA 

(4)  HACHIJO  JIMA 

(5)  MIYAKE  SHIMA 

(6)  KOZU  SHIMA 

(7)  Nil  SHIMA 

(8)  SHIKINE  SHIMA 

B  In  addition  complete  vertical  cover  is  desired  of  the 
above  islands  any  scale. 
Para  3.    Also  request  that  any  other  sources  of  files  of  intelli- 
gence concerning  topography  and  military  installations  or  object- 
ives in  the  areas  referred  to  in  the  first  paragraph  be  reexamined 
with  view  to  procuring  and  transmitting  to  Washington  such  intel- 
ligence not  previously  transmitted. 
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18  0437    CINCPOA  to  COM INCH 


TOP  Bggggfi    Concept  of  Central  Pacific  campaign  substantially  as 
contemplated  in  JCS  713/4  and  in  GRANITE  2  is  still  considered  offer 
beBt  prospeots  early  establishment  our  forces  in  Formosa  Strait  area. 

However  after  the  occupation  of  the  Marianas-Palau  line  by  POA 
forces  SWPA  forces  should  be  established  in  Central  Philippines. 
Following  recent  inter  area  conferences  as  directed  in  JCS  713/4  plans 
have  been  prepared  by  CinCSWPA  for  occupation  of  (A)  MOROTAI  during  1st 
phase  of  STALEMATE  (B)  Occupation  of  TALAUD  in  October  (C)  Of  SARANGANI 
in  N„vember  and  (D)  LEYTE  in  December.    STALEMATE  plans  include  cover 
and  support  for  (A)  and  (B)  by  POA  forces  and  my  INSURGENT  plan  outlines 
Paoific  Fleet  cover  and  support  for  (C)  and  (D).    INSURGENT  contemplates 
full  scale  carrier  attacks  against  enemy  air  force  in  LUZON  and  MINDANAO 
to  support  SARANGANI  operation  and  in  FORMOSA  LUZON  and  LEYTE  to  cover 
and  Bupport  LEYTE  operation.    Consider  that  the  combined  effect  of  these 
carrier  attacks  and  the  sustained  operations  of  both  SWPA  and  POA  shore 
based  air  forces  will  reduce  enemy  air  force  in  PHILIPPINES  to  an  in- 
effective force.    The  coordinated  advance  of  our  shore  based  air  forceB 
ground  forces  and  naval  forces  is  essential  and  can  be  effected  under 
present  SWPA  and  POA  concepts.    Even  though  some  enemy  air  strength 
remains  in  LUZON  it  is  my  belief  that  it  can  be  so  continuously  engaged 
by  SWPA  air  forces  established  in  LEYTE  area  as  to  prevent  its  effective 
interference  with  subsequent  POA  operations. 

If  we  are  to  obtain  advantages  of  establishment  of  our  forces  in 
FORMOSA  STRAIT  region  prior  to  end  of  typhoon  season  1945  CAUSEWA^  must 
follow  as  closely  after  LEYTE  as  movement  and  preparation  of  forces 
will  permit.    My  outline  plan  for  CAUSEWAV  which  involves  occupation 
southern  FORMOSA  and  AMOY  was  prepared  to  ensure  seizure  of  vital  positions 
with  minimum  force.    Lieutenant  Genera)  Buckner  who  has  been  assigned  to 
command  expeditionary  troops  has  informed  me  that  assuming  air  superiority 
can  be  maintained  (w';ich  assumption  I  believe  can  be  met)  the  forces 
summarized  in  my  preliminary  staff  study  will  be  adequate  to  accomplish 
the  limited  occupation.    However  he  considers  that  it  will  eventually  be 
necessary  to  conquer  the  whole  island.    In  my  opinion  choice  between 
occupation  northern  FORMOSA  or  rapid  movement  into  more  advanced  po- 
sitions will  depend  on  further  developments.     Independent  estimates  by 
my  joint  staff  and  by  ComGenPOA  indicates  requirements  for  208,000  and 
244,000  additional  troops  respectively.    Of  various  estimates  including 
those  of  ComOen  10th  Army  I  am  inclined  to  accept  ComGenPOA' s  estimate 
of  total  of  261,000  army  troops  for  the  limited  operation  and  505,000 
army  troops  for  the  expanded  operation  as  being  the  best  for  planning 
purposes.     These  figures  are  now  being  restudied  to  reconcile  difference* 
The  Marine  strength  for  limited  operation  will  be  164,000  and  the  Naval 
personnel  on  shore  61,000. 

Expansion  VLR  program  over  that  shown  ray  GRANITE  2  will  follow  any 
extension  of  territory  acquired  on  FORMOSA. 

Since  lack  of  time  will  prevent  adequate  development  of  positions 
not  now  in  our  possession  I  have  initiated  action  to  develop  port  and 
base  facilities  at  GUAM  and  SATPAN  to  the  utmost.    ComGenPOA  has  sub- 
mitted a  review  of  additional  troop  commitments  needed  to  ensure  his 
readinesB  to  support  the  operation  which  will  be  forwarded  separately. 
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18  0437    CINCPOA  to  COMINCH    -  Continued  - 

In  order  that  all  preparations  may  proceed  with  a  minimum  of  uncertainty 
a  firm  directive  is  necessary. 


Para.  Recent  successes  in  destroying  the  enemy  carrier  based  air  force 
at  sea  and  his  shore  baBed  air  forces  in  the  MARIANAS  WESTERN  NEW  GUINEA 
and  the  HALMAHERAS  and  in  destroying  his  strongly  reinforced  garrisons 
in  the  MARIANAS  show  that  we  are  now  able  to  overcome  his  resistance  in 
any  outlying  position  where  we  can  concentrate  and  coordinate  the  power 
of  our  fleet  and  amphibious  forces  and  troops  and  the  shore  based  air 
forcers  now  available  in  SWPA  and  POA. 

Para.  It  is  my  belief  that  under  cover  of  POA  forces  established  in  the 
FORMOSA  STRAIT  Area  and  with  Japanese  sea  communications  cut  at  that  lati- 
tude the  advanoe  of  SWPA  forces  into  LUZON  will  involve  no  delay  in  the 
overall  progress  of  the  war,  will  meet  minimum  resistance  and  can  be  ac- 
complished concurrently  with  operations  to  isolate  JAPAN  by  sea  and  air 
action  and  to  destroy  vital  objectives  in  JAPAN  by  bombing.  Operations 
will  be  mutually  supporting  and  time  available  for  strengthening  of  enemy 
defenses  will  be  reduced* 

Para.    I  recommend  that  the  Joint    Chiefs  of  Staff  issue  a  directive 
now  for  the  progressive  advance  of  SWPA  forces  into  the  CENTRAL  PHILIPPINES 
to  be  followed  by  the  establishment  of  POA  forces  in  the  FORMOSA  STRAIT 
REGION  with  a  target  date  of  IS  February. 

18  0849Z  MACARTHUR  to  COMDR  ALLIED  AIR  FORCES,  COMPR  ALLIED  NAVAL  FORCES,  COMDR 
ALAMO  ~F0RCE,  CG  USASOS,  Info  "cTtlEF  STAFF  WAR  DEFT,  CINCPOA,  CT?  76. 

Tap  ggggsU     CX  18299.    Warning  order  for  GOSSIPMONGER  (TALAUD  IS.)  FOLLOWS  J 
Minor  hostile  forces  of  undetermined  strength  oocupy  GOSSIPMONGER  (TALAUD). 
Southwest  Pacific  Forces  covered  by  the  3rd  Fleet  will  seize  INVENTION 
(SALEBABOE  IS.  TALAUD)  in  GOSSIPMONGER  to  establish  air  and  naval  facilities 
to  Bupport  future  operations  in  EXCELSIOR  (P.I.).  Target  date  for  George-Day 
15  October.    Major  troop  units  abablnseyisp jln  32  Division  less  1  Regimental 
Combat  Team,  8  Engineer  Battalions."    Objectives  for  air  garrison  in  the 
following  priority:  By  G  plus  15,  2  fighter  squadrons;  G  plus  30,  additional 
1  fighter  group  and  1  fighter  squadron,  1  night  fighter  squadron,  1  medium 
bomb  group;  by  G  plus  45,  additional  1  heavy  bomb  group  (with  facilities 
prepared  for  the  use  of  1  troop  carrier  group  if  substituted  for  heavy 
bomb  group);  by  G  plus  60,  additional  1  heavy  bomb  group.  Para. 

ALAMO  force  will  prepare  to  seize  by  amphibious  operation  INVENTION 
construct  necessary  air jcoa  port  and  minor  naval  facilities.  Para. 

Allied  air  forces  will  prepare  to  support  the  operation  in  conjunction 
and  in  coordination  with  naval  air;  install  the  necessary  ground  echelons 
for  air  garrisons  and  initiate  preparations  at  GOSSIPMONGER  for  staging 
and  supporting  airborne  operations  in  EXCELSIOR  of  approximately  1  Regi- 
mental Combat  Team  32  Division  and  1  Battalion  503  Parachute  Regiment.  Para. 

Allied  naval  forces  will  prepare  to  SLPP  the  operation  by  transporting 
and  landing  elements  of  the  assault  and  supporting  forces  and  furnishing 
naval  protection  therefor;  provide  motor  torpedo  boat  operations  in  the'V* 
GOSSIPMONGER  Area  by  G  plus  2  days  and  establish  annor  naval  forces  asU 
required;  details  relative  to  carrier  based  aviation  support  and  coordination 
between  land  and  carrier  based  aircraft  participating  in  the  operations  will 
be  communicated  to  all  ooncerned  later.  Para.  Pattlal  troop  movement  direct- 
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i ve  for  concentration  follows  in  separate  radio.      Combat  instructions 
to  amplify  the  above  will  be  issued  later.    Signed  MACARTHUR  . 

17  0252    C0M5THFLT  to  CINCPAC  Info  CTF  57,  CTF  69 

Operations  of  B-24's  without  fighter  protection  against  I7T0  JIMA  and  CHICHI 
JIMA  have  resulted  in  losses  from  enemy  VF  attacks.    Situation  resembles 
that  existing  early  January  with  our  unsupported  bomber  attacks  of  MARS HALLS ♦ 
CTF  59  has  proposed  to  CTF  57  use  of  CVE  to  give  fighter  support  to  his 
attacks.    Concur  with  CTF  57  that  properly  scheduled  and  timed  fighter 
sweeps  from  CVE  would  be  valuable.    Problem  of  keeping  IWO  JIMA  and  CHICHI 
JIMA  down  can  be  largely  reduced  by  preventing  reenforcement  through 
destruction  of  shipping.    However  B24's  and  PB4Y's  are  not  able  to  accomplish 
this  satisfactorily.    Request  consideration  be  given  to  assigning  to 
ComForward  Area  CenPac  CVE  manned  with  long  range  fighters. 

18  2112    CINCPOA  to  C0M5THFLEET  info  CTF  57,  CTF  59,  C0M3RDFLEET 

TOP  SBCRBP.    Since  the  beginning  of  the  Central  Pacific  Campaign  heavy 
bombers  of  the  5th,  7th  and  13th  Army  Air  Forces  and  reconnaissance  air- 
craft of  Fleet  Air  Wing  2  in  their  attacks  on  PALATT,  YAP,  W0LEAI,  TRTJK  and 
the  MARSHALLS  have  demonstrated  that  it  is  practicable  to  attack  enemy  island 
positions  effectively  and  successfully  without  fighter  cover.  Accordingly 
contention  that  heavy  bombers  of  Task  Force  59  cannot  accomplish  Tasks  in 
connection  with  BON INS  does  not  appear  well  founded.    Para.    The  Carriers 
available  for  offensive  operation  in  the  near  future  are  to  be  employed  in 
the  STALEMATE  operation.    Moreover  if  they  were  available  to  make  scheduled 
strikes  against  the  BON INS  and  other  enemy  bases  against  which  heavy  bombers 
of  Task  Force  59  are  to  operate  the  need  for  the  heavy  bomber  attacks  would 
tend  to  disappear.    Para.    Believe  my  181945  will  improve  present  situation. 

19  0733    MACARTHUR  CINCSWPA  via  C0M7THFLT  to  CINCPOA  Info  COMAAF,  COMAflff. 

wPop-0c,or>O't.  CX  16358.    Page  4,  memorandum  record  conferences 
with  your  staff  representatives  dated  28  July  is  reference, 
carrier  air  support  GO S S IPMONGER  operation  is  subject.  Para. 
Request  Fast  Carrier  Support  by  strikes  on  airdromes  FLAREUP- 
WINDBAG  and  fighter  sweeps  north,  central  SILVER  SAND  D-l  through. 
D/l;  TQOVPD*  strike  D/3  and  D/4  and  final  strike  D/6.  ACCUMU- 
LATION AREA  ALTERNATE  TARGET  2nd  and  3rd  strikes  as  determined 
by  Commander  3rd  Fleet.    Southwest  Pacific  Area  heavies  will 
continue  night  harassing  operations.    Southern  SILVER SAND  area 
as  weather  permits  throughout  this  period.    Para.-   Also  request 
6  CVE's  attached  7th  Fleet  for  INTERLUDE  remain  so  attached 
during  G0SSIPM0NGER  to  augment  land-ADRFD**  cover  for  the 
operation.    Para.     Indication  your  capabilities  as  to  above 
would  be  appreciated  at  this  time  to  permit  issue  appropriate 
instructions . 

*As  decoded,  probably  "Second"    **As  decoded,  probably 
"Based" 
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20  0533  C0M7WLEET  to  CINCPAC  info  C0M3RDFLT,  CTF56.  CINCSWPA. 

COMALLIED  AIR  FORCES^  \  

Tap  Qui oi'^.     Com3rd  Fleet  OPlan  14-44.    KITCHENMAID  is  a 
potential  source  of  danger  during  INTERLUDE  operation. 
Consideration  being  given  to  desirability  Carrier  Strikes  this 
area  D  and  D  plus  1  days.     If  you  consider  feasible  TaskGroup 
38.1  may  be  requested  to  make  these  strikes  if  circumstances 
require  in  lieu  direct  support  INTERLUDE  on  these  days. 
Advise.    Desirability  consensus  of  conference  ComCarDivs  22 
and  25  Com7th  PhibFor  and  representatives  ComGen  Alamo  Com 
Air  7th  Fleet  and  5th  Airforce.    McArther  has  seen  this. 

21  0237  CINCPOA  to  CINCSWPA  info  C0M3RDFLT,  C0M7THFLT,  COMAIRPAC. 

COMCARDTV  22,   COMCARDIV  25. 

"g^P— Qgtrrgfr-.  It  is  planned  to/leave  the  6  CVE's  with  7th 
Fleet  through  GOSSIPMONGER^s  requested  by  your  CX  I6358  not 
to  all  adees.    Will  advise  in  near  future  concerning  details 
Fast  Carrier  strikes  to  cover  operation. 

21  0741  CINCPAC  to  C0M7THFLT  info  CINCSWPA,  C0M3RDFLT,  CTF  58. 

^Pop  :SoirTOt.  Although  strikes  on  KITCHENMAID  may  be  necessary 
I  do  not  feel  they  should  be  made  by  carriers,     I  desire  to 
retain  Fast  Carriers  for  STALEMATE  operations  but  am  willing 
to  provide  1  Fast  Carrier  Group  for  direct  support  of  INTER- 
ULgtfii  *LUDE  should  that  be  found  absolutely  necessary.     If  that 
'7wt       necessity  does  not  arise  however,  I  am  unwilling  to  divert 
them  from  their  primary  task  in  STALEMATE  to  other  support- 
ing operations. 

21  0816  CINCPAC  to  CINCSWPA  info  C0M3RDFLEET. 

Hfegu.  Secret .    Your  CX  16358.  Further  consideration  of  extent 
"60  which  intervening  operations  and  requirements  for  support 
of  Kl  and  K2  operations  will  affect  capabilities  to  make 
strikes  against  SILVERSAND  on  6  dates  requested  indicates  that 
details  should  be  left  for  later  decision  and  that  strikes 
should  be  made  on  fewer  days.    Agreement  made  in  Brisbane  to 
strike  SILVERSAND  airfields  during  period  D-l  to  about  D/6 
confirmed.     Assume  your  requests  for  strikes  on  specific  dates 
are  predicated  on  certain  movements  and  consider  that  infor- 
mation thereof  should  be  given  com3rdfleet  and  CTF  38  to 
guide  their  eventual  decisions.     Except  where  local  coordina- 
tion necessitates  consider  it  advisable  avoid  precise  schedu- 
les in  long  range  planning  Fast  Carrier  operations. 
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21  0123      CTNCPOA  to  COMGEKPQA  Info  COM3RD  Pl.T,  C OM3RDFH IBFOR ,  C0M3RDPiIIBC0RPS,CTF36. 

-¥sp  CooFot,    Desire  personnel  replacements  for  Army  units  to  be  employed 
Phase  2  STALEMATE  2  be  organized  and  prepared  for  transfer  as  follows :(A) 
To  arrive  VOCALIST  appro*  W  plus  9  approx  2400  officers  and  enlisted  or- 
ganized into  2  units  of  approx  1200  each  (B)  To  arrive  VOCALIST  approx 
W  plus  15  approx  1200  officers  and  enlisted.    Please  advise  date  and 
place  above  units  will  be  available  for  lift.    In  addition  to  individual 
weapons  and  equipment  and  such  other  equipment  and  supplies  as  accompany 
this  personnel  as  directed  by  SomGenPOA  it  is  desired  that  1  unit  of  fire 
for  individual  weapons  days  1  K  rations  end  2  days  C  rations  for  personnel 
concerned  also  accompany  replacement  personnel. 

29  0901Z    RICHARDSON  to  CINCPOA. 

R-29572-29th  TOP  SECRET  X    Replacement  plans  this  headquarters  for  STALE- 
HATE  were  to  furnish  replacements  for  Divisions  in  rehabilitation  areas 
at  completion  of  operation  in  accordance  with  Iter  Department  policies*' 
Method  as  implied  your  210125  is  contrary  to  normal  Army  policies  on 
replacements  and  considered  by  the  War  Dept  as  last  resort  to  be  used 
only  when  additional  units  for  reserves  are  unobtainable.    The  Chief 
Staff  of  Army  has  informed  me  in  a  personal  letter  that  over strengths 
for  replacement  purposes  are  beyond  our  manpower  capabilities,  if  such 
numbers  of  additional  personnel  are  deemed  necessary  for  a  reserve  I 
recommend  that  this  object  bo  accomplished  by  alerting  and  mo\mting 
additional  constituted  units.  Array  or  Marine,  rather  than  by  replace- 
ments as  individuals. 


-TOP  SBGHB9V, 
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CIHCPOA  to  COM INCH 


SECBBP*    The  lack  of  a  directive  as  to  operations  subsequent  to 
STALEMATE  is  proving  to  be  a  serious  handicap  to  sound  decisions  on 
current  problems.    Orders  now  being  issued  for  disposition  of  units 
as  they  are  released  from  STALEMATE  and  current  development  of  bases 
in  forward  areas  are  predicated  on  assumption  that  directives  will 
eventually  be  issued  to  implement  decisions  of  first  paragraph  of 
JOS  713/4.    Para.    It  is  becoming  increasingly  evident  that  without 
a  firm  directive  now  for  operations  to  be  conducted  in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  calendar  year  1945  the  forces  required  will  not  be 
assembled  and  prepared  in  time.    In  order  that  the  pressure  and 
momentum  of  our  operations  in  the  Pacific  may  be  maintained  I  urge 
that  a  directive  be  issued  now  for  the  CAUSEWAY  operation. 


24  2034    CINCPAC  to  CTF  57  info  COI5THFLT,  CTF  59,  CTG  10.15,  CTG  59.6, 
C0M3RDFLT,  COM  MARSHAL LS  ' 

ST^PKSk    Although  all  shore  based  air  forces  assigned  to  the  for- 
ward  area  form  one  task  force  and  for  offensive  operations  operate 
under  their  task  force  commander  it  is  intended  that  the  defensive 
tasks  of  the  aircraft  in  the  ARTERIAL  SUB  AREA  will  be  subject  to 
coordination  by  the  sub  area  commander  exercised  through  the  senior 
officer  of  TASK  FORCE  59  in  the  sub  area.    To  facilitate  such 
coordination  it  is  intended  that  the  command  posts  of  the  sub  area 
commander  and  the  air  task  group  commander  will  be  in  close  prox- 
imity to  each  other.    The  use  of  Joint  Command  and  Communication 
Centers  by  island  commanders  and  local  air  defense  commanders  is 
required.    Para.    The  delineation  of  command  relationships  and 
responsibilities  in  sub  areas  atolls  and  islands  does  not  contravene 
the  inherent  right  of  the  senior  naval  or  military  official  on  the 
spot  to  employ  all  forces  in  his  vicinity  to  meet  a  serious 
emergency. 

24  1736    COHINCH  to  CINCPOA  info  COS  ARMY,  COMGENPOA 

-6SCRET-.    Your  100217.    THE  JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  approve  changing 
the  category  of  defense  for  the  HAWAIIAN  AREA  to  Category  "Brt  plus 


the  following  additional  specifications:     (1)  Fighter  air  protection 
to  be  maintained  continuously.    (2)  Long  range  air  reconnaissance 
to  be  provided.    (3)  Ground  forces  of  islands  in  main  HAVIAIIAN 
group  to  be  not  less  than  1  Division 
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26  1545    COMINCH  AND  GNO  to  CCMSOWSPACFOR  Info  COFS  ARMY,  CINCSWPAC,  CINCPAC 

TOP  SEflftBfr.    Establishment  of  PHILIPPINE  Sea  Frontier  oommand  approved. 
Estimate  earliest  arrival  in  theatre  of  trained  headquarters  unit  about 
15  November.    Urser  00064  of  51  July.    Submit  by  despatch  recommendation 
as  to  size  and  composition  this  unit.    Anticipate  that  boundaries  will 
require  changes  consequent  on  developments. 


Sept 

02  0803    GHQ  SWPA  MACARTHUR  to  COMMANDER  ALLIED  AIR  FORCES  CINCPOA  Info  COMMAFDBR 
CX-17013  ALLIED  NAVAL  FORCES,  COMMANDER  3RD  FLT,  CG  ALAMO  FORCE . 

One  of  the  purposes  of  the  Philippine  Campaign  is  to  liberate  the  Filipinos. 
These  people  will  not  be  able  to  understand. liberation  if  it  is  accom- 
^ — 5  panied  by  indiscriminate  destruction  of  their  homes,  their  possessions, 

their  civilization  and  their  own  lives.    Humanity  and  our  moral  standing 
throughout  the  Far  East  dictate  that  the  destruction  of  lives  and  property 
in  the  PHILIPPINES  be  held  to  the  minimum  compatible  with  the  insurance  of 
success  in  our  military  campaigns.    There  is  accumulating  evidence  that 
in  some  localities  the  Japanese  are  evacuating  cities,  leaving  Filipinos 
in  residence,  either  failing  to  warn  them  or  compelling  them  to  stay.  By 
far  the  greatest  destructive  effect  comes  from  aerial  bombing.    Our  ob- 
jective in  areas  we  are  to  occupy  is  to  totally  destroy  hostile  effort  in 
order  to  ensure  our  own  success.    In  other  areas  we  neutralize  to  weaken 
any  hostile  effort  which  may  tend  to  strengthen  resistance  of  our  occu- 
pation objedtives.    In  the  latter  areas  our  attack  objectives  are  primarily 
airfields  and  shipping,  not  metropolitan  areas  or  villages  or  barrios.  To 
the  extent  possible  we  must  preserve  port  facilities  that  we  plan  to  use. 
The  Commander  Allied  Air  Forces  will,  and  CINCPOA  is  requested  to  issue 
general  instructions  in  compliance  with  the  above  with  the  objective  of 
minimizing  destruction  of  life  and  property  of  Filipinos.    Please  Acknowl- 
edge. 

03  2208    C0M3RDFLT  to  CINCPAC  Info  CTF  38. 

-Tuu  Smi1^.  Refer  to  this  as  310402.  Referring  CinCPAC  210741  seamail  from 
Mitscher  states  Com7thFlt  representative  informs  that  Kenney's  fighters 
cannot  arrive  over  INTERLUDE  (M0R0TAI)  prior  0900  D  Day  and  direct  sup- 
port by  38.1  most  desirable.    Mitscher  therefore  recommends  dawn  D  Day 
fighter  sweep  on  KI TCHENMAID  (MANAD0)  from  position  between  INTERLUDE 
and  G0SSIPM0NGER  (TALAUD)  and  I  concur.     Para.    Unless  otherwise  directed 
Mitscher  is  instructed  by  this  dispatch  to  exeicute  his  KITCIIENMAID  sweep 
plan  at  discretion  and  thereafter  give  direct  support  to  INTERLUDE  by  38.1 
air  operations  in  the  INTERLUDE  Area  D  and  D  plus  1  as  may  be  requested  by 
ComTaskFor  77. 

04  2339    CINCPOA  to  C0M3RDFLTInf o  CTF  38  C0M7TRFLT,  COMDR  ARMY  AIR  FORCES  SWP,  CINC 

SffP,  CTF  77,  COMINCH,  CTG  38.1.  2348 

tu^j  Coui-atr.  In  operating  carrier  it  is  generally  inadvisable  to  employ 
—  them  in  small  numbers  against  shore  objectives  where  the  enemy  has  numerous 

'    '~  aircraft  and  many  supporting  airfields.  However,  since  the  forces  of  Gen. 

MacArthur  have  been  very  successful  in  beating  down  the  enemy  air  strength 
in  the  HALAMAHERA,  CELEBES,  MINDANAO  Area  it  is  considered  that  the  opera- 
tions outlined  in  your  310402  (032208)  are  suitable  and  your  action  is  ap- 
proved. 


^POP  SEOnET 

SEPTEMBER  (OCT)       ^  <^ 


05  0314    CINCPOA  to  COMGEWAAFPOA  Info  COMGENFOA,  CO  TENCH. 


Tup  BgwNM&i    Your  031959  requests  that  you  be  furnished  by  050130  (a) 
objectives  and  target  dates  for  conceived  operations  following  CAUSEWAY 
and  (B)  acceptability  by  CINCPOA  of  a  total  of  25  air  oombat  groups  by 
December  1944  increasing  to  76  such  groups  including  supporting  air  force 
ground  units  by  September  1945.    You  indicated  need  for  such  information 
in  order  to  furnish  ComGenPOA  numbers  and  types  of  units  to  be  shipped  POA 
so  that  he  might  reply  to  War  Department  query  on  subject.    JCS  521/6  and 
JLPC  38/3  dated  12  August  predict  availability.    Paragraph.    Limited  time 
and  information  permit  at  present  only  general  statements  as  to  operations 
beyond  CAUSEWAY .    The  redeployment  of  Army  Air  Combat  Groups  and  their 
supporting  ground  units  must  be  integrated  with  the  overall  operational 
aspects.    It  can  not  profitably  be  considered  separately  from  the  re- 
deployment and  operation  of  other  forces.    Necessity  is  stressed  for  re- 
taining available  units  in  the  Homeland  until  the  theater  is  ready  to 
receive  and  use  them.    The  foregoing  comments  show  that  commitments  as  to 
redeployment  of  air  groups  are  infeasible  until  JCS  directives  permit 
firmer  planning  than  is  now  the  case.    Para.    For  planning  purposes  target 
date  for  CAUSEWAY  is  15  February  but  a  firm  directive  has  not  been  received 
and  that  date  is  subject  to  radical  change.    For  planning  purpose  assume 
as  a  concept  of  subsequent  operations  a  similar  operations  againBt  the 
mouth  of  the  YANGTZE  R.IVER  Area  with  concurrent  operations  against  ob- 
jectives in  NANPO  SHOTO  and  NANSEI  SHOTO  with  target  date. 60  days  after 
completion  CAUSEWAY.    In  addition  for  planning  purposes  assume  a  concept 
of  seizure  of  a  position  in  the  KURIL^S  mounting  from  ALASKAN  positions 
with  a  target  date  of  15  May.    Para.    Plans  for  future  operations  are 
under  study  and  development  and  copies  of  tentative  ones  will  be  forwarded 
to  you  as  they  are  issued.    Please  furnish  me  with  copy  of  your  reply  to 
ComGenPCA  on  subject  matter. 

02  0200      CINCPOA  to  COMGENPOA  Info  C0M3RDPHTgPORt  CTF  36,  COMGEH  XXIV  CORPS. 

lo£_£fljc*»e"ter.    ComGenPOA  290901.    Com3dPhibFor  301804  indicates  that  Com3d 
PhibFor,  CTF  36,  and  ComGen  XXIV  Corps  believe  that  in  principle  replace- 
ments are  preferable  to  additional  organized  reserve  battalions  as  more' 
readily  absorbed  and  utilized,  that  in  Phase  2  STALEMATE  replacements  now 
set  up  are  contemplated  for  use  as  such  and  not  as  reserves  and  recommend 
that  replacements  be  sent  as  such  if  at  all.    However,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  UrOis  290901  states  that  the  method  of  providing  replacements  MyDis 
210123  is  contrary  to  normal  Array  policies  on  replacements  and  considered 
by  the  War  Dept  as  last  resort  to  be  used  only  when  additional  units  for 
reserves  are  unobtainable  and  in  view  of  the  statement  of  Com3dPhibFor 
that  prospective  situation  Phase  2  warrants  cancellation  of  any  replace- 
ments or  reserve  battalions  CinCPOA's  directive  for  replacements  for 
Phase  2  will  be  cancelled. 


2343 


SEPTB'IBER  (GCT)  ^^SS/F/fl) 
/"N  09  0314Z    JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  to  N3MITZ,  MACARTHPR  v 

WARX  27648  TOP  SECRET  AIX1IRAL  NIMITZ  ONLY    Pursuant  to  and  in 
furtherance  of  the  stratecic  ooncept  set  forth  in  JCS  713/4, 
The  Commander  in  Chief,  Southwest  Pacific  Area  (CINCSWPA)  and 
Commander  in  Chief,  Pacific  Ocean  Areas  (CINCPOA)  will  conduct 
the  operations  and  submit  the  plans  directed  below.    A  firm 
decision  as  to  whether  LUZON  will  be  occupied  before  FORMOSA 
will  be  made  later. 

Para  2.     CINCSWPA  will: 

A    After  conducting  such  preliminary  operations  as  may  be 
necessary: 

(1)  Occupy  the  LEYTE-SURIGAO  Area,  target  date  20  December 
1944. 

(2)  Seize  and  develop  bases  and  install  forces  in  the  Central 
PHILIPPINES  necessary  to: 

(a)  Support  a  further  advance  directly  to  FORMOSA  by 
Pacific  Ocean  Areas  (POA)  Forces,  with  target  date 
1  March  1945,  or  alternatively, 

(b)  Seize  LUZON,  target  date  20  February  1945. 
B    Submit,  without  delay,  plans  for: 

(1)  The  effective  reduction  of  enemy  air  on  LUZON  in  support 
of  an  attack  on  FORMOSA  by  POAVorces,  with  target  date 
1  March,  prior  to  seizure  of  LUZON,  while  continuing 
within  the  limit  of  resources  remaining  to  him  to  extend 
his  control  over  the  PHILIPPINES. 

(2)  The  occupation  of  the  Northern  PHILIPPINES  following  the 
LEYTE-SURIGAO  Operation,  with  target  date  for  the  main 
assault  against  LUZON  20  February  1945. 

Para  3.    CINCPOA  will: 

A    Furnish  necessary  fleet  support  and  augment  assault  shipping 
for  the  Southwest  Pacific  Operations  directed  in  paragraph  2A. 

B    Submit  plans  without  delay  for: 

(1)  The  occupation,  development  and  defense  of  FORMOSA, 
including  AMOY  if  neoessary,  target  date  1  March  1945. 

(2)  Support  of  the  LUZON  Operation,  target  date  20  February 
1945. 

Para  4.    CINCSWFA  and  CINCPOA  will: 

A    Arrange  for  coordination  and  mutual  support  of  the  operations 
t  and  plans  directed  above. 

B    Coordinate  plans  with  the  Commanding  General,  U.S.  Forces, 

ffl&'iF^^'^  ortier  to  obtain  maximum  support  from  the  CHINA- 
u    "Boorainate  with  the  Commanding  General,  20th  Air  Force,  to 
arrange  for  the  conduct  of  supporting  operations  by  that  air 
force. 


top  CDorerr-^ 


SEPTEMBER  (GCT) 


09  1830    C0M3RDFLT  to  CTF  38,  Info  COUTHCH.  CINCPOA,  C0M7THFLT,  CINCSOWESPAC, 

COHAAF  !  

■TOP  3SCR8ff»    ThiB  iB  warning  order  for  modification  my  Op  Plan  14-44. 
Pending  information  and  results  l8t  SILVERSAND  (MINDANAO)  strikes  be 
prepared  modify  air  plan  as  follows:    D-3  to  D-l  strike  ACCUMULATION 
(LEYTE)  OXYGEN  (CEBU)  BANDAGE  (lIEGROS)  area  with  TG  38.2  and  38.3,  strike 
SILVERSAND  with  TG  38.1.    My  nodified  plan  will  be  transmitted  while 
fueling  on  D-4.    Para.    New  Subject.    Consideration  is  also  being  given 
to  strikes  on  WHITEWASH  (LUZON)  with  3  carrier  groups  on  D/6  followed 
by  additional  strikes  on  ACCUMULATION  OXYGEN  and  BANDAGE  on  d/7.  Staff 
representatives  will  visit  you  D-4  to  discuss  movement  and  logistics 
WHITEWASH  plan. 

10  1955    CINCPOA  to  C0M3RDFLT  Info  COMINCH 

Your  091830.    Unless  there  have  been  developments  of  which  I  am  unaware 
it  is  preferable  that  strikes  against  'the  PHILIPPINES  be  made  by  at 
least  3  carrier  task  groups  within  tactical  supporting  distance  in 
accordance  original  concept  your  OpPlan  14-44. 


06  2136    CINCPAC  to  C0M3RDFLT  Info  CTF  57,  COMCRUDIV  5 


THIS  10  TOP  OEORET.    Plan  leave  CruDiv  5  in  TF  57  at  least  until  after 
STALEMATE.    Desire  she  not  be  moved  to  CAROLINES  but  employed  in  general 
area  of  MARSHALLS  and  MARIANAS  to  safeguard  our  communication  lines  or 
to  operate  against  enemy  held  positions  as  may  be  found  desirable  in  a 
manner  similar  to  the  employment  of  that  division  after  GALVANIC  and  '  . 
FLINTLOCK. 

10  0705    C0M3RDFLT  to  CTF  57  Info  CINCPAC 


'TOP  BBggggb    Cincpac  062136  Operate  CruDiv  5  in  MARSHALLS  MARIANAS  area 
in  manner  best  suited  to  accomplish  my  task  of  covering  principal  sea 
communications  from  West  Coast  and  Hawaiian  Islands  through  vicinity  of 
ENTWETOK  to  MARIANAS.    Employ  CruDiv  5  against  enemy  held  positions  in 
MARSHALLS  and  MARIANAS  when  such  positions  threaten  our  sea  communications 
and  when  use  of  CruDiv  5  will  eliminate  or  materially  reduce  such  threat. 
Para.    Other  operations  by  CruDiv  5  against  enemy  held  positions  will  be 
as  Cincpac  may  direct. 


10  2333    CINCPOA  to  CINCSOWESPACAREA 

TOP  CE071EK.    Request  your  comment  or  concurrence  in  my  Joint  Staff 
of  INSURGENT  operation  (my  serial  00099  of  20  August)  as  basis  for 
detailed  planning  of  Pacific  Fleet  oover  and  strategic  support  of 
operations  to  occupy  the  WINDBAG  (SARANGINI  BAY)  and  ACCUMULATION 
(LEYTE)  -  LOGARITHM  (SURIGAO  STRAIT)  areas  in  compliance  WARX  274 
9  September.    Para.    Request  as  soon  as  practicable  your  detaile. 
concept  of  Pacific  Ocean  Areas  support  of  WHITEWASH  (LUZON)  oper 
for  use  in  preparation  plan3  required  by  same  direction  from  JoJ 
Chiefs  of  Staff. 


DECLASSIFIED 


SEPTEMBER  (OCT) 

11  1637    CIHCSOWESTI'AC  VIA  REAR  ECHELON,  COK  7TH  FIJCT  to  CINCPOA  Info 
CO?.i3RDFLT,  COM  ALLIED  NAVAL  FORCES,  COM  ALLIED  AIR  FORCES 

TOP  GEO  RISE..     Cite  CX  17617.    Your  310816  relative  fast  carrier  strikes 
in  support  of  GOSSIPFONGER  (TALAUn)  operation.    In  order  that  arrange- 
ments can  be  made  firm  at  an  early  date  for  the  coordination  of  3rd 
Fleet  fast  carrier  and  Southwest  Pacific  land  based  strikes  from  G 
minus  1  to  G  plus  6,  it  is  requested  that  direct  contact  with  the 
Commander  3rd  Fleet  be  authorized.    At  TEACUP  Conference,  Commander 
3rd  Fleet  considered  strikes  in  southern"  SILVERSAND  AREA  (MINDANAO  IS.)» 
from  G  minus  1  to  G  pluB  6  practicable  with  not  more  than  2  carrier 
groups,  subject  to  your  decision,  and  dependent  on  the  current  situation 
of  STALELIATE  II  and  the  general  strategic  situation.  MACARTHUR 

13  0131    CINCPOA  to  CINCSWFA  Info  COHINCH,  C0K3RDFLT,  COM  1ST  CARRIER  TASK  FORCE, 
COM  2ND  CARRIER  TASK  FORCE 

•TQI1  EECfiE^s    Your  CX  17617.     It  is  my  desire  to  employ  the  covering  and 
striking  forces  of  the  Pacific  Fleet  in  the  manner  which  will  most 
effectively  provide  strategic  cover  and  support  for  your  successive 
operations  and  will  alBo  contribute  most  effectively  to  the  overall 
progress  of  the  war.    Carrier  operations  now  proposed  in  connection  with  A 
occupation  of  FULLCRY  (PALAU)  VOCALIST  (YAP)  GOSSIP*!  ONGER  (TALAUD) 
WINDBAG  (SARANGANI  BAY)  and  ACCUMULATION  (LEYTE)  will  extend  almost 
continuously  over  a  four  months  period  and  must  therefore  be  reviewed 
carefully  to  ensure  that  consideration  is  given  to  requirements  for 
occasional  rest  for  personnel,  material  upkeep  for  ships  and  other 
logistic  needs.    Para.    The  success  of  our  initial  air  attacks  in  the 
Southern  EXCELSIOR  (PHILIPPINES)  tends  to  confirm  my  belief  that  the 
enemy  air  force  in  the  EXCELSIOR  (PHILIPPINES)  will  be  effectively  and 
promptly  reduced.    The  Fast  Carrier  Tnsk  Forces  should  be  free  to 
strike  the  enemy  fleet  and  air  forces  wherever  they  may  be  and  exacting 
schedules  of  strikes  against  particular  objectives  tend  to  limit  unduly 
their  freedom  of  action.    It  now  appears  possible  that  by  the  latter 
half  of  October  and  in  November  it  may  be  advantageous  to  strike 
objectives  well  to  the  northward  of  TJHITEWASH  (LUZON)  possibly  including 
JAPAN  providing  that  such  strikes  continue  to  give  strategic  cover  and 
adequate  support  to  your  operations  for  which  CVE  divisions  and  shore 
based  air  can  continue  to  give  direct  support.    Para.    Admiral  Halsey 
is  free  to  confer  with  you  whenever  his  duties  afloat  permit  and  to 
arrange  detailed  coordination  but  I  must  contimie  to  ensure  that  the 
employment  of  the  forces  assigned  to  his  command  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  overall  strategic  situation,  inflicts  maximum  damage  on  the 
enemy  and  maintains  his  forces  in  readiness  to  meet  future  require- 
ments.   Para.     In  order  to  expedite  our  planning  for  the  next  six 
months  suggest  a  conference  of  planning  staffs  at  Pearl  Harbor  in  the 
near  future. 


2352 
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SEPTEMBER  (GCT) 


DEClASSff© 


13  0  230    C0M3RDFLT  to  CINCPOA,  CINCSOWESPAC,  COMINOH  Info  CTF  38,  CTF  31 

•ffOP  SECRBgk    Downed  carrier  pilot  rescued  from  LEYTE  informed  by- 
natives  no  Nips  on  LEYTE  BOIIOL  API?  or  small  islands  in  vicinity. 


Planes  report  no  military  installations  except  bare  Btrips  on  LEYTE 
and  no  fields  on  SAi'iAR.    Natives  estimate  15,000  troops  CEBU.  New 
subject  preliminary  incomplete  reports  first  day  Central  PHILIPPINES^ W 
strike  50  airborne  planes  shot  down  and  over  150  destroyed  on  pfound,*' 
several  AK's  and  many  small  vessels  sunk.    Enemy  air  NEGROS-CEBU 
apparently  reinforced  overnight.    Air  slugging  match  now  going  on. 
No  attack  on  surface  ships  yet. 

13  0300    C0M3RUFLT  to  CINCP0A 


•T011  CBCBEg..    Refer  my  130230  am  firmly  convinced  FULL  CRY  (FALAU)  ' 
not  now  needed  to  support  occupation  of  PHILIPPINES.  ARTERIAL 
(WESTERN  CAROLIirES)  not  essential  to  our  operations  (except  ULITHI 
which  easily  defended),  can  not  be  used  by  enemy,  and  does  not  offer 
opportunities  for  destruction  of  enemy  forces  commensurate  with  delay 
and  effort  involved  in  STALEMATE.    Para.    Believe  that  LEYTE  fleet 
base  site  can  be  seized  immediately  and  cheaply  without  any  intermediate 
operations  if  initial  landings  were  covered  by  Task  Force  30  until  land 
based  air  can  be  installed.    Suggest  that  Task  Force  31  could  be  made 
available  by  CINCSOWESPAC  if  STALEMATE  II  cancelled. 


13  0747     CINCPAC  to  CQH5RDFLT  Info  CCMINCH,  CINCS0UKSPAC 

■SOP  ODOREg.     Carry  out  first  phase  of  STALEMATE  as  planned.  Am 


considering  eliminating  occupation  of  YAP  to  make  forces  and  resources 
available  for  other  employment.     In  any  event  will  occupy  and  develop 
ULITHI  as  planned  and  would  neutralize  YAP  from  PALAU  and  GUAM.  Action 
adee  acknowledge. 


13  0813    CINCPPA  to  CINCSWPA  Info  CPU  INCH,  CCM3RDFLT 


O^-TnXftBS.    My  130747.    Loading  of  forces  for  Phase  II  of  STALEMATE 
practically  finished  and  they  will  be  sailed  as  planned.    If  occupation 
of  YAP  is  elininated  24th  Corps  including  7th  77th  and  96th  Divisions 
plus  Corps  Troops  and  Garrison  Forces  for  YAP  (see  Annex  A  my  OpPlan 
6-44)  would  be  potentially  available  to  exploit  favorable  developments 
in  the  PHILIPPINES.    Your  views  on  this  and  Ccm3rdFleet'6  130300 
requested. 
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SEPTEMBER  (GCT) 


3ECLASS1FIE0 


12  1816    OPERATIONS  DIV  TOGS  AtiER  THEATER  to  CCTi&ANDINO  GENERAL  ALASKAN  DEPT. 
REAR  ECIiELON  FT  RICHARDSON,  CCfc'GEN  ALASKAN  DEFT  APT  CP  ADAK  Info 
CINCPOA,  COLNORPAC,  CO-ALASSKAFRON,  COM  17 

-TOP  SSCRBg-.    WARX  23430  WDOPD  6623-JRR-308310PD  320.2  TS  (8544)  SUB  J 
reduction  of  troop  basis  Alaskan  Dept.    9  Sept  1944.     Informing  yo\;  now 
of  the  mission  of  the  Alaskan  Department  with  respect  to  operations 
forth  coming  in  the  Pacific  is  as  follows.    A.    Authorized  UJCS  474/4 
dated  September  31,  1943  the  ADAF  Depot  will  be  completed  and  maintained 
less  stockage  over  and  above  that  required  for  the  permanent  garrison. 
State  of  maintenance  will  be  such  that  it  can  be  placed  on  an  operating 
basis  within  a  period  of  90  days. .  Personnel  will  be  provided  from  other 
sources  outside  of  your  theater  when  depot  is  made  operative.    B.  Upon 
15  days  notice  you  will  be  prepared  to  base  not  more  than  3  VBII  groups 
in  the  AleutiariB  with  the  understanding  that  temporary  housing  and  steel 
runway  matting  will  be  adequate  and  that  necessary  air  service  and 
antiaircraft  units  will  accompany  these  groups.    The  VBH  base  on  SHEMYA 
AMCHITKA  and  ABAK  will  be  completed  by  July  1945  and  based  on  that  date 
you  will  restudypyour  construction  requirements  and  report  to  the  War 
Department  personnel  and  equipment  including  antiaircraft  units  which 
can  be  made  available  thereby  for  assignment  to  other  theaters.  Above 
bases  will  be  completed  to  the  extent  only  of  providing  hard  standings 
taxiway6  runways  and  minimum  construction  necessary  for  operation  of  VBI. 
No  construction  will  be  provided  for  housing  personnel.    D.  Adequate 
base  facilities  will  be  maintained  in  the  Aleutians  to  receive  and 
operate  taotical  air  units  in  the  number  and  rate  of  flow  indicated  in 
Appendix  B  of  JCS  52l/6.     This  will  be  done  with  the  understanding  that 
supporting  air  service  and  AAA  units  will  be  furnished  from  sources 
outside  the  theater.    E.    Moreover  you  will  be  prepared  to  stage  as  many 
as  8  infantry  divisions  and  supporting  troops  with  total  strength  of 
352,000  which  includes  the  Alaskan  Department  garrison  through  the 
Aleutian  bases  at  the  rate  of  2  divisions  per  month  each  remaining  in 
the  Aleutians  2  months  and  the  first  2  arriving  by  March  31,  1945.  It 
will  be  necessary  to  accomplish  this  with  facilities  now  existing  or 
presently  under  construction.     Supplies  for  the  above  will  not  be  main- 
tained at  this  time  within  your  theater  but  will  be  issued  at  the 
time  of  redeployment.    Necessary  bases  and  facilities  to  implement  the 
above  redeployment  will  be  maintained  by  you  with  the  understanding  that 
tentage  will  be  used  if  necessary  to  accomplish  the  housing  required. 
This  tentage  will  be  requisitioned  at  the  time  of  redeployment.  Desire 
your  recommendations  as  to  the  minimum  garrison  that  you  will  need  at 
this  time  to  maintain  installations  required  for  the  above. 

14  0316    GHQ  SKPA  HACARTHUR  to  CINCPQA,  JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  Info  C0M3RDFLT 

CX  17697  *gor  SLOnrS-.    Com3rdTleet  130300  and  Cinopoa  130813  and  Joint 
Chiefs  of  'Staff  OCTAGON  24  are  references.     Reports  from  air  and  ground 
sources  of  carrier  air  attacks  on  PHILIPPINES  have  been  awaited  with 
a  view  to  the  creation  of  the  opportunity  to  eliminate  one  or  both  op- 
erations scheduled  prior  to  K2  and  its  consequent  acceleration.  This 
has  been  anticipated  as  stated  in  RE"0  and  WSKETEER  and  plans  have  been 
antitidpated  and  have  been  prepared  accordingly.    No  information  yet 
available  beyond  6om3rdFlt  130230.    Report  by  rescued  carrier  pilot 
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incorrect  according  to  mass  of  current  evidence  from  our  local  agents. 
Conour  in  elimination  of  YAP  attack.    Present  limited  intelligence  indi- 
cates probability  of  elimination  prior  steps  and  direct  movement  against 
LEYTE  but  consider  further  information  of  current  air  action  necessary 
before  final  decision.    First  cavalry  and  24th  Infantry  Divisions  imme- 
diately available  with  service  elements  sufficient  to  support  entire 
operation.    Air  elements  available.    Logistic  support  practicable.  If 
executed  will  stage  personnel  only  of  24th  Corps  for  rest  during  final 
preparations. 

14  0835    CDICPAC  to  0(11  INCH 

iur  If  not  inappropriate  request  copy  0CTA00TI  24  mentioned  * 

llacArthur's  140316. 

14  1000    C1NCPQA  to  CIN0SVfl»A  Info  CCKHiCH,  cqi3RCFLT 

-?0F  •SECftB'R.     Request  olarif ieation  and  amplification  last  sentence  your  v 
140316.    For  your  information  force  sailing  from  PEARL  for  Forward  Area 
Central  Pacific  on  15th  is  a  completely  balanced  one  that  is  combat 
loaded  and  equipped  for  assault  occupation  and  development  of  YAP  and 
if  developments  should  require  is  capable  of  diversion  to  an  alternate 
objective  such  as  li.'O  JIMA  or  assistance  at  LEYTE.     Paragraph.  Assume 
MUSF.ETEER  mentioned  your  dispatch  is  a  plan  if  so  request  copy. 
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13  2100      CINCPOA  to  C0K5RDFLT  Info  COM  INCH,  CIHCSOWESPAC 

«JQE-OD0nB»k    With  further  reference  to  your  130230  purposes  of 
occupation  of  FULLCRY  (PALAU)  and  HORROR  (ULITHl)  include  not 
only  support  of  occupation  of  EXCELSIOR  (PHILIPPINES)  but  also 
completion  of  neutral iz^ti^^f  hjL^hway  and  support  of  advances  into 
PATRIMONY  (FORMOSA^snS'  operations  against  objectives  to  northward. 
See  page  2  my  Joint  Staff  Study  STALEMATE  II. 

14  0101      CINCPOA  to  C  (21  INCH 

TTr^STOO**    Nimitz  to  King.    My  130747  130813  and  132100.  The 
occupation  of  PALAU  and  ULITHl  are  of  course  essential  and  it  would  4 
not  be  feasible  to  reorientate  the  plans  for  the  employment  of  the 
PALATT  attack  and  occupation  forces  as  rapidly  as  Halsey's  130230 
appears  to  visualize.    However  initial  reports  of  our  success  in 
promptly  overcoming  enemy  air  forces  in  the  PHILIPPINES  has  been 
even  greater  than  I  had  expeoted  and  creates  a  situation  in  which 
the  capture  and  occupation  of  YAP  may  be  no  longer  neoessary.  Para. 
To  exploit  fully  the  favorable  developments  to  date  it  now  appears 
advisable  to  use  the  YAP  force  to  assist  in  an  early  movement  into 
LEYTE  or  if  MacArthur  should  not  desire  to  move  promptly  it  may  be 
feasible  to  take  IWO  JBIA  in  mid  October  using  the  YAP  Foroe.  If 
the  situation  in  the  PHILIPPINES  then  permits  withdrawal  of  the 
major  portion  of  the  Fast  Carrier  Task  Forces  it  may  be  feasible 
to  strike  JAPAN  to  cover  the  IfTO  JIMA  assault.    Am  preparing  plans 
along  these  lines  for  use  if  required.    Para.     The  foregoing  represents 
concepts  which  nay  or  may  not  eventuate  but  which  are  submitted  now 
to  keep  you  fully  informed  of  possibilities. 


14  1325      CCM INCH  to  CINCPOA,  C0M3RDFLT 


'  TOP  SEOSBgy    OCTAGON  24  of  13  September  TopSec  book  message  to 
HacArthur  for  action.    To  Nimits  Halsey  and  AGWAR  Washington  for 
information  from  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff.    CINCPOA  130813  and  Com- 
3rdFlt  130300  in  regard  to  omission  of  operation  against  YAP  and 
utilization  of  that  force  for  occupation  of  LEYTE  are  the  references. 
Para.    The  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  are  of  opinion  that  this  operation 
is  HILSLY*  to  be  desired  and  would  advance  the  progress  of  the  war 
in  your  theater  by  many  months  as  well  as  simplifying  the  arrange- 
ments for  further  operations.    *  probably  "highly". 

14  2359      MACARTHUR  VIA  CCM7TKFLT  to  CINCPOA  Info  CCH5RDFLT,  NASHVILLE  (CL43)  ^/ 

ffOf  QEeftB¥»    Quote  hicom  from  MacArtlnir.    Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  have 
by  another  channel.     In  view  Com3rdFlt's  latest  report  on  carrier 
operations  in  PHILIPPINES  Area  I  am  prepared  to  move  immediately  to 
execution  of  K2  with  target  date  October  20th  Unquote. 
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15  0258    JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  to  NIMITZ,  MACARTHUR  Info  KALSEY 

3/  A  y/ 
■  TOE  0 ce?Jjg»  ^ Jo int  Chiefs  of  Staff  authorize  MacArthur  to  execute 
I.EYTE  Operation  target  date  20  October  reference  MacArthurs 
C17744  September  16,    MacArthur  and  Nimitz  arrange  necessary  coordi- 
nation.   Inform  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  of  your  plans.  Nimitz 
acknowledge. 

15  2044      CTNCPOA  to  C0M3RDFLT,  COMGENPOA,  COMARMYAIRFORCE  FOA,  COMAIRPAC, 

COMSERVPAC,  C0MD3SPAC,  C0MSU3PAC,  COMOENFMFPAC,  Info  to  COMINCH 
CO'KOPAC,  COMNORPAC,  CTF'S  57  59  31  33  38,  CO'JMARSHALLSSUBAREA,  CTNCSWPA. 

■  lap  goa3*»4s.    %  OpPlan  6-44  modified  to  delete  VOCALIST  from  positions 
to  be  captured.    Orders  governing  employment  of  troops  and  garrison 
forces  heretofore  intended  for  VOCALIST  will  follow. 

16  0125Z    CDICSOWESPAC  to  CTNCPOA  Info  C0M3RDFLT,  COMALLIED  ATRFOR,  COMALLTEDNAVFOR 


(LINGAYAN 
GULF)- 


Tap  Ou)Li-e<.  CX  17817      Reference  your  102333  INSURGENT  Plan.    Phase  I 
not  n  ow  app 1 i cable .    Phase  2  is  generally  concurred  in  except  that 
pr o sen t^ planning  indicates  that  the  landings  cannot  be  made  until  mid- 
morning  and  it  would  be  desirable  t<*  have  an  early  morning  strike  of 
the  3  carrier  groups  against  beach  defenses  on  D  Day.    In  this  respect 
plans  contemplate  mine sweeping  operations  together  with  landing  opera- 
tions on  islands  at  entrance  LUBRICATE  (LEYTE  GULF)  on*D  minus  £  and 
D  minus  1.    The  off-shore  operations  will  be  covered  by  7th  Fleet  escort 
carriers  while  fast  carriers  strike  into  the  mainland  areas.  Para. 
It  is  probable  that  flexibility  can  be  attained  only  by  late  conference 
between  Southwest  Pacific  Area  and  Com3rdFleet.     It  is  suggested  that 
you  authorize  this  procedure  relative  details  subject  to  such  limitations 
you  may  impose,    K2  Staff  Study  will  be  forwarded  shortly.     Para.  Study 
of  the  WHITEWASH  (LUZON  IS)  Plan  is  proceeding  and  you  will  be  advised 
earliest  practicable  date  of  support  required  for  STICKFAST  (Operations 
against  LUZON)  Operations.    Tentatively  for  the  OBTRUSIVE  (APARRl) 
Operation,  if  held,  a  pre  D  Day  strike  of  maximum  strength  should  be 
made  against  DIAPHRAGM* (FORMOSA)  and  selected  areas  on  the  SUBLIME  (CHTN^ 
Coast,  followed  by  a  strike  in  northern  WHITEWASH  about  D  minus  2  and 
D  minus  1  days  with  standby  for  further  strikes  into  the  f)IAFHRAOM  area 
after  D  day.    If,  as  is  probable,  the  OBTRUSIVE  Operation  can  be  omitted 
approximately  the  same  fast  carrier  support  would  be  required  for 

SARTORIAL^  •  CVE1 s  reinforced  by  fast  carriers,  if  later  information 

"  requires  latter,  would  cover  landing. 


16  0346      CTNCPOA  to  CIHCSWPA  Info  COMINCH, C0M7THFLT, CTF'S  31  52  33,  CTG'S  32.2 
51.1    $ \  . 2 ,  C OMFWDARE AC ETITPAC , C QMS OPAC , 6 OMSERVPAC ,  5 OMPH IBSPAC,  ADC OH- 

PHTBSPAC,COMAIRPAC,  COUPES PAC,  C<">M3RDFLT. 

.Tup  amai'ii'tr.  TF  33  Vice  Admiral  Wilkinson  ETA  EMIWETOK  27th  Qomprises 
3  AGC  21  APA  5  AP  1  APH  2  LSV  6  AKA  2  AK  5  LSD  8  APD  48  LST  18  LCI(G) 
21  DD  plus  miscellaneous  nine,  escort  and  patrol  craft  and  with  7th  and 
96th  Infantry  Divisions  plus  other  units  listed  in  separate  disnat^h 
-  continued  -  COO  I 
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ltJont'd)l6  0346      CINCPOA  to  CINCSW8A  Info  (As  listed)  —  Continued. 

embarked  will  bo  ready  to  proceed  as  directed  by  Com7thFleet  when 
released  by  Com3rdFleet  on  or  about  October  3.    TG  32.2  Rear  Admiral 
Blandy  with  1  RAGC  8  APA  3  AP  2  AKA  3  AX  2  LSD  4  LST  8  DD  with  77th 
Inf  Div  embarked  Will  be  ready  to  proceed  from  GUAM  as  directed  by 
Com7thFleet  when  released  by  Con3rdFleet  on  or  about  October  5*  Fol- 
lowing ships  employed  in  1st  Phase  STALEMATE  under  CTF  31  will  be  ready 
to  proceed  from  PALAU  as  directed  by  ComTthFleet  when  released  by 
Com3rdFlaet  on  or  about  September  25  if  required  8  APA  1  AK  2  LSD 
20-  LST  5  DD.    Also  LST  24-220-241-986  ordered  from  SoPac  should  re- 
port Com7thFleet  by  1  October.    TG  31.1  Rear  Admiral  Oldendorf  com- 
prising 6  OBB  4  OA  4  CL  14  DD  should  be  ready  to  proceed  from  MANUS 
as  directed  by  Com7thFleet  after  replenishing  ammunition  and  when  re- 
leased by  Com3rdFleet  on' or  about  Qctober  6.  TG  31.2  Rear  Admiral 
v  Stump  comprising  12  CVE  12  DD  will  be  ready  to  proceed  from  WESTERN 

CAROLINE  Area  as  directed  by  Com7thFleot  when  and  as  released  by 
Com3rdFleet  not  later  than  October  6  will  require  bombs  and  aircraft 
in  I.1ANUS.    Additional  commitments  of  assault  shipping  previously  made 
can  not  be  met  for  target  date  October  .20.     This  cancels  my  232323. 
070105  -  120310  -  102345  -  102355  -  100449  .    2  APA  2  APH  1  AP  3  AKA 
and  4  DD  now  in  TF  31  must  be  retained  in  PELELIU  to  evacuate  1st 
Mar Div  and  casualties  to  RUSSELL5.    In  implementing  these  movements 
suggest  Com7thFleet  deal  directly  with  Com3rdFleet  including  CINCPOA:  M% 
and  CTF  31  as  information  addressees.  Your  comment  requested.  Logistics 
'■}. ■' ^  |  -         -*111  be  covered  in  later  dispatch* 

16  0410      CINCPOA  to  CINCSWPA  Info  C01JTNCH,  C0M0ENP0A,  COMOENAAFPOA. 


Tap  Soorn-L.  Separate  despatches  inform  you  df  forces  available  from 
PACIFIC  CC3A1T  AREAS  to  comply  with  directive  of  OCTAGON  31A.  I  as- 
sume that  ships  and  troops  employed  will  be  returned  to  Operational 
control  of  CINCPOA  as  soon  as  situation  permits, 

16  0535      CINCPOA  to  CaiPHIBSPAC,  CTF  56,  ca.lOENPOA,  COMGENAAFPOA  Info  CINCSWPA, 
C&'3RDFLT,  COM GEN  VII  AIRFORCE,  0ON3RDPTttDFOR. 


1UJ'  b^GRUg-   Desire  following  Amy  aviation  units  withdrawn  from  Task 
Force  33 "and  Task  Group  59.6:     854th  AvEng  Bn,  15th  Fighter  Group,  6th 
Ni-te  Fighter  squadron,  386th  air  service  group  special,  Det  of  384th 
Sig  Co  Avn,  Det  38  70th  AACS  Gp,  Det  57  7th  Weather  Sq.  Para.  Disembark 
personnel  and  material  as  practicable  at  PEARL  or  ENIWETOK. 

16  1119Z    CINCSOWKSPAC  to  CINCPOA  Info  CC113RDFLT,  CTF  38,  CCl'AIRPAC,  CCJ!  7TRFLT. 


TOP  SKCftMg-.  Concur  in  ordering  of  officer  your  120661  September  to 
assist  material  EXEEL-S IOR  (PHILIPPINES). 
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15  0419      CINCSWPAC  to  COHDR  ALLIED  FORCE,  CPLIDR  ALIBIED  NAVAL  FORCES,  COMDR 
ALLIED  AIR  FORCES ,  OG  8th  US  ARMY,  GENERAL  US  AS  OS  info  CIUCFOA 
COM3rdFLT,  CIIIE1--  CF  STAFF  WAR  DEFT,  CG  14th  CORPS,  JG  USATFS. 

CX-17760-l'UP  CTQfljjfr.    Here  follows  modification  of  warning  instruc- 
tions number  5,  designated  warning  instruction  number  5/l.  Previous 
operations  instructions  in  conflict  herewith  are  cancelled.  Hostile 
land  based  air  forces  and  shipping  in  the  MINDANAO  and  LISAYAN  areas 
and  along  the  line  MSNADQ-HALMAHlvlA-LMDOO  have  been  destroyed.  Our 
landings  in  the  PALAUS  and  in  the  MOLUKKAS  are  progressing  satisfac- 
torily.   Southwest  Pacific  Area  forces,  covered  and  supported  by  the 
3rd  Fleet,  will  move  directly  on  ACCUMULATION  (LEYTE)  eliminating 
TALAUD-SARANGANI  and  M ISAM IS,  target  date  20  October.     Troops  8th  U.S. 
Army,  composed  of  10  and  24  corps;  10  corps,  1st  Cavalry  and  24th 
Divisions;  24  Corps,  now  departing  HAWAII,  composed  of  7th  and  96th 
Divisions.     Land  based  air  forces,  supporting  and  Bervice  troops  as 
later  designated.    General  plan  of  operations  and  missions  assigned 
Commander  6th  Army,  Allied  Naval  and  Air  Forces,  generally  as  set 
forth  for  K2,  warning  instructions  number  5,  this  headquarters,  31 
August  1944.    Coordination  of  planning,  no  change.  Coordination 
of  carrier  based  and  land  based  aviation  will  be  given  later.  Logistic 
and  communications  instructions,  generally  no  change.    Alamo  Force  will 
be  discontinued  as  a  task  force,  effective  0001  hours,  zone  item  time, 
25  September.     8th  Army  will  assume  on  that  date  such  duties  of  the 
Alama  Force  as  have  not  been  passed  to  other  commands.  Concentrations 
directed  for  GOSSIP!,-! ONOER  (TALAUD) ,  operations  instructions  number  63 
dated  30  August,  will  proceed.    Changes  in  destinations  will  be  announc- 
ed later.    Concentrations  for  WINDBAG  (SARANGANI  BAY),  operations 
instructions  number  67  dated  9  September,  are  cancelled.  Movement 
of  AUSTRALIAN  troopB  to  A I TAPE  and  WESTERN  NEW  BRITAIN,  operations 
instructions  number  65  dated  30  August,  are  suspended.  Movement 
retaining  elements  33rd  Division  to  HOLLANDIA  is  cancelled".  Staging 
movements  as  a  consequence . this  directive  will  follow. 

15  0707      CINCSWPAC  to  CINCPOA  info  C0K3rdFLT. 

CX  17771  TOI1  CBORBfr.    Reference  your  141000.     Based  on  previous 
exchanges  of  radiograms,  our  plan  for  ACCTJV-ULATION  ( LEYTE)  operation 
will  be  to  use  the  24th  Corps  (less  77th  division)  and  with  service 
elements  as  at  present  loaded.     In  addition  thereto,  a  corps  of  2  divs, 
the  1st  Cavalry  Division  and  the  24th  Division,  will  be  loaded  in  the 
Southwest  Pacific.    For  this  purpose  a  2  division  lift  will  be  necessary 
from  sources  outside  the  Southwest  Pacific  area.    Assumption  is  being 
made  that  1  additional  division  lift  discharging  troops  in  Phase  I  STALE- 
MATE, supplemented  by  the  1  division  lift  and  38  LST'S  and  other  equip- 
ment previously  specified  for  WINDBAG  ( SARANGANI  BAY),  will  be  available 
for  this  purpose.     It  was  believed  desirable  that  the  troops  only  consti- 
tuting the  24th  Corps  and  other  elements  of  the  YAP  Task  Force  be 
discharged  at  some  location  in  the  Southwest  Pacific  for  rest,  all  ships 
remain  combat  loaded.    For  this  purpose  1  division  can  be  accommodated 
at  MANUS,  1  division  at  0R0  BAY  and  the  slower  ships  containing  service 
troops  elements  at  HOLLANDIA  if  required.    Your  comments  concerning 
this  general  plan  requested.     It  is  further  requested  that  the  commanders 
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\   /  24th  Corps,  7th  and  96th  Divisions  with  planning  and 

operations  staffs  be  flown  from  1st  port  of  call  to 
HOLLANDIA  for  planning  purposes.     Copies  of  MUSKETEER  plan 
are  being  forwarded  this  date.    This  plan  is  the  overall 
PHILIPPINE  campaign  and  when  drawn  contemplated  WINDBAG  15 
November,  ACCUMULATION  20  December,  OBTRUSIVE  (APARRI)  31 
January  and  SARTORIAL  (LINGAYEN  GULF)  20  February.  Recent 
developments  materially  alter  this  plan.    The  intermediate 
objectives  before  ACCUMULATION  will  be  eliminated  and,  from 
present  indications  regarding  hostile  air,  the  OBTRUSIVE 
operation  can  probably  likewise  be  eliminated.    Based  on 
target  date  for  ACCUMULATION ,  20  October  it  is  probably 
that  the  SARTORIAL  operation  can  be  executed  in  the  latter 
part  of  December. 

16  1515        CTF  31  to  C0M3RDFLT  Info  CINCPAC.  CTF  31  (Admin),  CTG  32.2. 

CTF  33,  CTF  32.    L 

Tor  SECRET.    Your  150415.    Am  prepared,  if  and  when  tactical 
situation  PELELIU  and  ANGUAR  permits  diversion  of  RCT  of 
81st  Division  from  this  area,  to  take  ULITHI  and  meet  77th 
Division  date  in  Cincpoa  I60346  provided  (a)  The  assault 
troops  can  be  left  ULITHI  for  return  to  PELELIU  less 
estimated  1  battalion  as  garrison  ULITHI  by  use  of  vessels 
remaining  for  evacuation  of  1st  MarDiv.     (b)  1  or  more 
Serfor  vessels  present  ULITHI  for  communications  and  other 
needs  of  troops  between  departure  transports  and  arrival 
ULITHI  sections  of  Task  Force  33  convoy  and  1st  garrison 
echelon. 

As  alternative  or  in  case  of  delay  in  ULITHI  attack 
could  make  up  shipping  for  77th  Division  from  remaining 
1st  MarDiv  ships  and  return  ULITHI  attack  shipping  to 
service  of  1st  MarDiv  evacuation. 

17  0135      C0M3RDFLT  to  CTF  31  Info  CINCPAC,  CINCSOWESPAC ,  C0M7TKPLT 

-ffQP  SBgggjg.    In  connection  with  changes  in  campaign  plans 
desire  you  initiate  arrangements  for  transfer  and  movements 
of  Task  Force  31  units  to  Southwest  Pacific  keeping  origi- 
nator informed.    Com3rdFlt  approval  may  be  assumed  unless 
you  are  specifically  informed  to  contrary.    If  Com3rdFlt 
staff  can  be  of  assistance  speak  up.    General  Riley  now  at 
HOLLANDIA  and  Colonels  Brooks,  USMC  and  Dayharsh,  Army,  can 
d  be  made  available  to  you  or  CinCSWPac  if  desired.    I  intend 

visit  PALAU  in  Hunt  with  operational  staff  about  D/8  or  9  if 
strategic  situation  permits  will  then  confer  with  Mac Arthur. 
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ffor  SECRET- 
SEPTEMBER  (GCT) 


17  0308      CINCSWPA  to  CINCPOA  Info  COMINCH.  CTF  31,  PTE  32,  CTE  33 

CTG  32.2,   CTG-  31.1.   CTG  31.2,   GOLIFVQAREA  CEKPAC ,   COMSOPAC . 

/  COMSERVPAC,   COM7THFLT,   COMPHIBSPAC ,   ^DCOIvPHIBSPaG  ,  COMAIRPAC, 

COMDKSPaC,  COM3RDETtT 

CX  17875-     TOP  OEGHEff-  reference  160346.    All  plans  based  on 
movement  of  1st  Cavalry  Division  and  24th  Division  from  this 
area  into  LEYTE  in  addition  to  the  7th  and  96th  Division  as 
loaded.    This  plan  is  preferable  to  use  of  the  77th  Division 
which  has  just  completed  a  hard  campaign.    It  is  requested 
that  you  send  Admiral  Blandys  force  which  was  to  mount  the 
77th  Division  to  this  area  for  loading  1  of  our  divisions 
whioh  is  ready  fresh  and  has  studied  the  target  area.  The 
total  equipment  available  from  Blandys  force  and  from  PALAU 
operations  becoming  available  25  September  no  less  than 
required  for  mounting  troops  from  the  Southwest  Pacific  for 
the  LEYTE  operation.     Is  it  not  practicable  to  leave  the 
1st  Marine  Division  on  PALAU  lifting  it  to  the  rear  after  the 
LEYTE  operation  on  the  equipment  becoming  available  from 
allocating  to  us  for  the  LEYTE  operation  as  much  of  the 
equipment  retained  on  PELELIU  to  evacuate  the  1st  Marine 
Division  as  practicable  query  should  this  plan  be  possible 
how  much  of  the  2  APA  2  APH  1  AP  and  3  AKA  could  be  made 
available  for  LEYTE  operation  query 

17  0550      C INCSQV/ESTPaCAREA  via  C0M7THELT  to  CINCPOA 

C17882    UrDis  160410  and  170023.     I  of  course  assume  that 
employment  of  Centpac  Forces  in  SWPA  is  of  a  temporary 
nature.    Glad  to  welcome  Rear  Admiral  Sherman  and  staff 
officers. 

20  1302Z        I1ACARTHUR  to  CHIEF  <W  STAFF  WAR  Info  COMPEHPOA,  CIHCPOA,  C  CMC-EN  20th 
AIR  FORCE . 

CX  18071  *JPQi'  SECRET  WARX  27648*  ( *090314  Admiral  Nimitz  only)  dated 
9  September  is  reference.     Summary  of  plan  for  effective  reduction  of 
enemy  air  on  WHITEWASH  (LUZON)  in  support  of  an  attack  on  DIAPHRAGM 
(FORMOSA)  by  Pacific  Ocean  Areas  forces,  if  conducted  prior  to  Qccupation 
of  central  WHITEWASH,  is  subject.    Para.    Plan  contemplates  support  by 
air  action  of  land-based  elements  from  central  EXCELSIOR  (PHILIPPINES) 
substantially  as  follows:     (a)  ACCUMULATION  (LEYTE)  area,  revised  £2 
operation,  offensive  elements,  3  groups  attack  bombardment  with  escorts, 
effective  approximately  5  December,  and  2  groups  heavy  bombardment, 
effective  approximately  20  December.     (B)  Southwestern  UBIQUE  (MINDORO) 
established  by  airborne  -  seaborne  operations  about  20  December,  offensive 
element,  1  group  attack  bombardment  from  ACCUMULATION  with  P-51  escort, 
estimated  effective  approximately  15  January.     (C)  Subsequent  alimenta- 
tion air  forces  in  ACCUMULATION  area.    As  time  and  engineering  resources 
permit  and  additional  air  units  bncomo  available.    Para.    Effective  dates, 
(A)  and  (l!)  above,  are  dependent  upon  1  turn-around  of  3rd  Fleet  assault 
shipping  an"  part  of  K2.    Para.     Deployment  of  air  forces  in  ACCWHATIOIT 
area  is  covered  in  detail  in  4th  edition,  Staff  Study  K2,  being  for- 
warded.    Outline  plan  for  opera-ion   into  tthique  is  in  process  and  will  be 
forwarded  at  an  early  date.  2361 


TO?  SffifRFT 


SEPTEMBER  (GCT) 


19  1442Z  CINCSO\:ESPAC  VIA  COM7thFLT  to  CINCPOA  Info  CCM3rdFLT,  C0M7thFLT,  C^F  31, 

y      ctf  33,  ccmsopac."   •  

CX  18028  TOP  SECRET.    Request  approval  of  following  arrangements t  (A) 
77th  Division" will  not  be  employed  in  K2    (B)  All  assault  shipping  from 
PHASE  1  STALEMATE  to  report  to  7th  Fleet  except  2  APH  and  2  AKA  for  use 
in  evacuation  1st  MarDiv.    This  will  make  available  from  Task  Force  32: 
19  APA,  4  AP,  3  AKA,  2  AK,  4  LSD,  4  APD,  24  LST  plus  miscellaneous  escort 
and  patrol  craft.    (C)  SWPA  to  send  5  civilian  manned  AP  to  FULLCRY 
(PALAU  ISLANDS)  to  assist  with  1st  MarDiv.     (D)  Remainder  1st  MarDiv  to 
be  evacuated  by  Facific  Ocean  Area  garrison  shipping  and  return  trips 
of  APH    Para    Com7thFleet  and  Rear  Admiral  Sherman  concur.  MacArthur. 

20  1330    CINCSWF-A  VIA  CCK7THFLT  to  CINCPOA  Info  COM3RDFLT,  CCMSOPAC,  COM7THFLT, 

CTF  31,  CTF  33.  \  


CX-18072  ?0P-gsgnrj^    After  preliminary  conference  with  Com7thFleet  and 
Rear  Admiral  Sherman  who  concur,  request  all  forces  listed  as  available 
in  your  160346  and  161119  with  following  exceptions:     (A)    77  Division 
to  remain  on  ffBAId  as  6th  Army  Reserve  and  then  if  not  used  be  moved  to 
SoPac  in  transports  returning  from  K2    (B)  Army  aviation  units  to  be 
withdrawn  as  listed  in  your  160535    (C)  If  necessary  ground  echelons  for 
naval  heavy  search  squadrons  in  western  CAROLINES  can  be  otherwise  pro- 
vided, request  2  Patsua  intended  for  YAP  be  sent  to  ACCUMULATION  (LFYTE) 
with  Acorn  to  facilitate  forward  movement  7th  Fleet  search  squadrons  (D) 
Assault  shipping  to  conform  to  ray  191442    Para    Propose  24  Corps  troops 
7th  Division  and  96  Division  rehabilitate  at  objective  and  their  rear 
echelons  follow  them  to  ACCUMULATION  in  due  course.    Exchange  of  Army  and 
Marine  artillery  to  be  effected  after  K2  when  shipping  permits  Para 
As  a  general  principle  desire  logistic  support  of  all  forces  landed  at 
ACCUMULATION  from  PacOoean  Areas  sources  to  continue  as  planned  for  YAP. 
GEPRULE  date  to  be  determined  later  after  garrison  echelons  have  been 
completed  SWA  will  assume  responsibility  for  further  logistic  support 
Para  Request  Major  General  Woodruff  and  key  staff  personnel  proceed  from 
ENIWETOK  to  HOLLAND IA  by  air    Para  Arrangements  concerning  naval  forces 
and  movements  of  YAP  task  force  will  follow  in  later  dispatch  after 
arrival  of  Vice  Admiral  Wilkinson    Para  ComGen  24  Corps  requests  remain- 
der his  staff  detachment  including  enlisted  personnel  now  at  PEARL  be 
sent  to  ENIWET0K  by  air  to  join  command.     Colonel  FISH  is  in  charge  of 
detachment.  MacArthur. 


21  1042Z  KacARTHUR  to  CHIEF  OF  STAFF  WAR  DEPT  Info  C0MGENP0A,  CINCPOA 

C  18105 ■SEGUE?.    Recent  successes  of  our  land  based  and  carrier  based 

air  operation's  in  EXCELSIOR  (PHILIPPINES)  and  other  intelligence  giving 
evidence  of  reduced  hostile  air  capabilities  for  defense  point  clearly 
to  the  feasibility  of  proceeding  directly  from  ACCUMULATION  (LEYTE)  to 
the  main  assault  against  WHITEWASH  (LHZON),  leaving  the  OBTRUSIVE  (APARRI) 
area  to  be  secured  at  a  later  date,  there  being  ample  time  to  install 
air  facilities  there  before  the  next  move.    MUSKETEER  plan  is  therefore 
being  amended  as  follows:    Major  amphibious  assault  from  central  bases 
target  date  20  December  1944  With  Gth  Army,  1st  Corps  (6th  and  43rd  In- 
fantry Divisions)  14th  Corps  (40th  and  25th  Infantry  Divisions)  Army 
troops  (37th  Infantry  Division  11th  Airborne  Division  an  Australian 
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21  104EZ  MACARTHUR  to  CHIEF  OF  STAFF  WAR  DEPT  -  continued 

armored  brigade  4  United  States  tank  battalions)  operation  essentially 
in  3  phases  as  follows:     (A)  Supported  by  the  Pacific  Fleet  seize  a 
beachhead  in  the  SARTORIAL  ( LTTTGAYEN  GULF)  area  by  amphibious  assault 
of  4  divisions  with  1  reserve  division  and  arnored  brigade  afloat  followed 
by  the  establishment  of  close  supporting  air  elements  and  minimum  logis- 
tic facilities  (B)  Overland  campaign  southward  txhrough  the  central  plain 
of  YfiflTEWASH    to  seize  STEM  1R0LLER  (MANILA)  and  establish  base  facilities 
required  for  support  of  further  operations  (c)  Consolidation  operations 
to  complete  the  occupation  of  WHITEWASH    Para  Assault  commitment  148,000 
personnel  and  207,000  dead  weight  tons    Para  Initial  operations  will 
require  support  by  the  full  resources  of  the  United  States  Pacific  Fleet. 
In  addition  to  strategic  naval  and  full  carrier  based  air  support  South- 
west Pacific  resources  need  augmentation  by  naval  assault  shipping  to 
lift  5  infantry  divisions  and  8000  supporting  troops  from  the  central 
axis;  1  armored  brigade  from  SPAVIN.    It  is  estimated  that  amphibious 
lift  assigned  7th  Fleet  will  be  fully  committed  to  provide  for  approxi- 
mately 64,000  supporting  troops  from  the  central  axiB.    Coordination  with 
Pacific  Ocean  Area  is  in  progress    Para  For  operations  to  precede  entry 
into  central  WHITEWASH  contemplate  seizure  of  airdrome  area  on  southwest 
coast  of  UBIQUE  (MIND0RO)  to  augment  direct  air  support  for  central  WHITE- 
WASH operation  and  to  open  a  line  of  seaborne  communications  through 
the  central  EXCELSIOR  area    Para  Staff  study  covering  details  of  the  cen- 
tral WHITEWASH  operations  will  be  forwarded  at  an  early  date    Para  Ex- 
ploitation of  possible  weakness  and  the  combining  of  resources  available 
in  the  Pacific  makes  possible  the  assault  against  WHITEWASH  within  the 
time  schedule  previously  jrojected  for  the  ACCUMULATION  (LKYTE)  operation. 
It  is  anticipated  that  the  central  WHITEWASH  (LUZON)  plain  can  be  cleared 
and  STEAMROLLER  (MANILA)  occupied  by  February.    This  will  permit  of  the 
launching  of  contemplated  operations  to  the  northward  on  the  schedule  now 
projected  with  the  great  advantage  of  WHITEWASH  bases  and  land  based  air 
support.     The  DIAPHRAGM  (FORMOSA)  operation  will  then  be  unnecessary  and, 
particularly  >.ith  a  prior  attack  on  SECLUSION  (B0NHI  IS.  GROUP),  a  direct 
move  may  be  made  on  DIABOLIC  (KYUSHU).    Southwest  Pacific  forces  mean- 
while will  complete  the  liberation  of  EXCELSIOR  (PHILIPPINES) ,  block 
BUTTERFLY  (S.  GHINA  SEA)  and  proceed  to  the  reconquest  of  BRIGANTINE 
(BORNEO)  and  CRINGLE  (N.E.I.)  by  attack  from  EXCELSIOR  and  western 
CENTRAL  (NEW  GUINEA).     It  is  considered  that  this  campaign  can  be  executed 
with  great  celerity  and  with  minimum  losses.    An  early  divident  will  be 
the  recovery  of  important  oil  resources.  • 
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22  0220Z  GHQ  SOWSSPAC  AREA.  Q.uiCARTffiJE)  to  CHIEF  OF  STAFF  WAR  Info  CfKGENPOA,  CINCPOA. 

CX  18149.  "Tuji  iJuuiu^  Sub  Para  A,  WARX  27G48  dated  9  September  is  reference. 
Summary  of  plan  for  K-2  Operation,  occupation  of  LU3RICATE(LEYTE  G^TLF)- 
LOGARITIIM(SURIOAO  STRAIT)  Area  is  subject.  Para.  Plan  provides  for  najor 
amphibious  assault  from  central  (NEW  GUINEA)  bases,  supported  by  3rd  Fleet 
target  date  20  October  1944,  with  10th  Corps  (1st  Cavalry  and  24th  Inf.Divs.) 
24th  Corps  (7th  and  96th  Inf.Divs.)  and  the  98th  Ranger  Battalion.  Operation 
essentially  in  4  phases  as  follows:  (a)  Preliminary,  D  minus  2  and  D  mimis  %, 
seize  islands  at  entrance  to  LUBRICATE  to  insure  access  for  amphibious  ship- 
ping.    (B)  Major  assault,  D  day,  soizfi  the  UNDERTAKER-K ILKENNY  ( TACLOBAN- 
DULAG)  Area  of  eastern  ACCUMUIjVTION  (LEYTEO  and  establish  air  elements  for 
maintenance  of  local  air  superiority;  seizo  control  of  MATCHABLE  (PANAON 
STRAIT)  to  permit  access  of  li;;ht  naval  craft  into  OVERSTRESS  (CAMOTES  SEA) ; 
establish  control  of  LACUNA  ( SAN  JUAIIICO  STRAIT)  to  permit  access  of  light 
naval  forces  into  WITCHCRAFT  (SAMAR)SEA.    (c)  Consolidation,  overland  opera- 
tions to  establish  control  of  the  remainder  of  ACCUMULATION  and  YNR  western 
portion  of  southern  WITCHCRAFT;  coordinated  land  and  naval  operations  to 
open  LOGARITHM  for  naval  operations  and  ship  movement  into  OVERSTRESS  and 
adjacent  waters.     (D)  Exploitation,  such  overland  and/or  minor  amphibious 
operations  as  the  situation  dictates  to  destroy  or  contain  hostile  forces  in 
WITCHCRAFT  or  the  central  INTEGER  (VISAYAN  GROUP)  Area  which  may  threaten 
development  of  facilities  in  ACCUMULATION  AREA.  para.  3rd  Fleet  support,  sub- 
ject to  developments  in  situation,  contemplates  carrier  strikes  on  either 
LEGUMINOUS  (OKINAWA  JIMA)  and/or  DIAPHRAGM  (FORMOSA) ,  or  on  northern 
TGIITE17ASH  ( LUZON)  and  DIAPHRAGM,  D  minus  10  to  D  minus  7;  on  WHITEWASH- 
ROISTERER  AREA,  the  ACCmnJIATION-OXYGEN-OYNDAGE  AREA  and  in  support  of 
landings,  D  minus  4  to  D  day;  thereafter  in  strategic  support  of  operation, 
effecting  strikes  as  the  situation  at  that  time  requires  PDNM  7th  Air  Fore© 
from  FULLCRY  to  nuetralize  hostile  air  in  ROISTERER  AREA.     5th  and  13th 
air  forces  to  neutralize  hostile  air  in  SILVERSAND  md  island  groups  sur- 
rounding TRIBESMAN.    Air  installation  at  ACCUMULATION  includes:  by  A  plus 
5,  2  groups  fighters  and  1  squadron  fighters  ( NINGHT) ;  by  A  plus  15  addition- 
al, 1  group  medium  bombers,  1  squadron  photo,  1  squadron  tactical  recon- 
naissance, 1  squadron  medium  bombers,  3  squadrons  PBY  (tender-based); 
by  A  plus  30  additional,  2  groups  light  bombers,  1  group  fighters  1  squadron 
tactical  reconnaissance  and  1  squadron  ASH;  by  A  plus  45  additional,  1  group 
fighters,  2  groups  heavy  bombers,  1  squadron  LAB  and  1  squadron  PB4Y;  by 
A  pHis  60  additional,  2  groups  TC,  1  squadron  photo,  1  squadron  PB4Y  and 
1  squadron  combat  map.    Para.    Staff  study  covering  details  of  the  operation 
being  forwarded. 
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2222302  JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  to  3TILY/ELL , NIMITS . MAC AUTHOR  Info 

ERITI.3H  3111 -n  CF  STAFF      Hj  CClfK  ZC-Kl  MAIN,  MOUNTBA^TEN. 
CENTRAL  DISTRICT  UNITED  KINGDOM  BASS  JECTION  LONDW:  

WARX-34928  TOf-SffeM-    .Subject:  Outline  Plans  for  the  Pro- 
vision of  Land- based  Air  Support  from  CHINA.  Para.  Revised 
Pac-Air,  Alternative-Pac-Air,  and  Pre-Pac-Air  submitted  by 
ComGen,  U3AF,  CBI  have  been  examined.  Plans  Pre-Pac-Air  and 
Alternative-Pac-Air  are  approved  subject  to  the  following 
limitations:  Para  1.    Execution  of  these  plans  will  be  carried 
out  with  resources  now  available  or  committed.    Para  2. 
Forces  will  not  be  moved  to  CHINA  unless,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  CG,  U3AF,  CBI,  they  can  at  that  time  be  profitably 
employed  there.  Para  3.  Forces  will  not  be  removed  from  INDIA- 
BURMA,  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  CO-,  U3AF,  CBI,  their  removal 
will  endanger  BURMA  operations.    Para  4.    The  7th  Bomb -Group 
will  be  returned  to  combat  operations  as  soon  as  14th  Air 
Force  supply  requirements  in  the  forward  area  can  be  net  by 
other  means.    Para.    Allocation  of  hump  tonnage  will  be  done 
in  accordance  with  the  priorities  established  in  War  87086, 
26  August  1944.    Para.    Operations  of  the  XX  Bomb  Command  in 
furtherance  of  these  plans  will  be  in  addition  to  the  optimum 
225  sorties  per  month,  until  D-15  of  the  FORMOSA  Operation. 
Allocation  of  supplies  will  be  adjusted  accordingly.    Para,  i 
The  preparatory  phases  of  Alternative-Pac-Aid  will  be  com- 
menced now.    The  basic  principles  outlines  in  the  Pac-Air 
in  so  far  as  they  are  applicable  and  feasible.    Para.  Cincpoa 
and  CinCSoV/esPac  are  being  furnished  by  courier,  copies  of 
Pre-Pac-Aid  and'  Alternative-Pac-Air  as  a  basis  to  establish 
their  requirements  for  air  support  from  CHINA  bases  during 
PHILIPPINES  and  FORMOSA  Operations.    Para.     CG,  U3AF,  CBI  and 
CG,  20th  Air  Force,  are  charged  with  the  responsibility  of 
providing  air  support  from  CHINA  bases  for  Pacific  operations 
in  accordance  with  requirements  to  be  established  by  CinCPOA 
and  CinCSoWesPac.    Direct  communication  between  headouarters 
concerned  is  authorized.    Para.    This  answers  CRAX-129-28 
from  CG,  U3AF,  CHINA  BURMA  INDIA. 

230030Z  COMGENPOA  to  CINCPOA. 


3RLD  R-32644.  ^np  iecp^U     Comments  on  CinC3V/PA  top  secret 
radio  201330. as  requested  in  your  211048  GCT  are  contained 
In  the  following  concur  in  rehabilitation  at  objective  of  24th 
Corps  Troops,  7th  Division,  96th  Division,  and  raoveirent  of 
their  rear  echelons  to  ACCTrrL.V~T0N  when  appropriate.  Concur 
in  substitution,  when  shipping  permits,  of  elements  of  .Army 
artillery  for  Marine  artillery  now  attached  to  24th  Corps. 
Concur  in  logistic"  support  of  all  forces  landed  at  ACCUMULATION 
from  Pacific  Ocean  Areas  sources  to  continue  as  previously 
planned  for  VOCALIST.     V/est  coast  ports  have  been  instructed 
to  continue  maintenance  shipments.     Shipments  currently 
scheduled  to  include  11.5  echelon  with  ETD  30  October  1944. 
Request  this  headquarters  be  advised  early  as  possible  of 


-  Continued  - 
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23  0030Z  COr.C-lCKPOA  to  CINCPOA  (CONT'D) 

terminal  date  of  logistic  support  from  Pacific  Ocean  Areas. 
With  regard  to  request  for  Major  General  Woodruff  and  key- 
staff  personnel,  attention  is  invited  to  Our  dispatch  202339 
GGT.    Foregoing  coi;jaents  pertain  to  Paragraph  D  of  1st  refer- 
ence. 

J  23  102 2Z      RICHARDSON  to  CIITCPOA. 

R-32734   'Tup-  Ouii'cfr.    Subject  is  memorandum  to  CinCSWPA  and  Cincpoa  dated 
21  September  44  subject:     "Coordination  of  Operations"  signed  by  Admiral 
Sherman  and  Major  General  Chamberlain,  copy  of  which  was  furnished  this 
headquarters  for  remarks  and  recommendations.     I  concur  in  general  vfith 
the  recommendations  contained  therein  but  wish  to  include  the  following 
remarks:     ( l)  I  believe  this  headquarters,  from  the  Gth  Replacement  Depot 
located  at  HEW  CALEDONIA  in  the  South  Pacific,  will  be  able  to  assist  the 
Commanding  General  Gth  Army  in  furnishing  replacements  required  by  the  24th 
Corps  during  the  combat  phase  of  K-2  operation  to  the  extent  of  300Q|per- 
sonnel  can  be  made  by  Cincpoa  and  provided,  further,  that  facilities  are 
available  for  staging  these  replacements  at  an  intermediate  base  in  the 
Southwest  Pacific  Area  if  necessary.    This  personnel  is  in  addition  to  the 
1,000  replacements  to  be  staged  at  MANUS  for  the  81st  Division  and  filler 
replacements  required  by  the  24th  Corps  subsequent  to  the  combat  phase. 
,     »  .  (2)  Any  extension  of  the  air  evacuation  plan  as  now  set  up  for  the  STALE- 

MATE operation  is  subject  to  capability  of  the  Air  Transport  Command  to 
meet  additional  requirements.     (3)  the  extent  to  which  the  24th  Corps  and 
accompanying  units  can  be  requipped  for  future  operations  is  dependent  on 
the  time  allowed  for  such  rehabilitation  before  the  24th  Corps  is  subse- 
quently employed.    (4)  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  meet  the  communication 
requirements  as  outlined,  but  is  subject  to  availability  of  equipment. 
Studies  are  being  conducted  to  determine  this  availability.    You  will  be 
kept  informed.     (5)  The  230  Signal  operations  company  was  released  as  of 
October  1  by  ourad  RJ-32391  DTG  2103452  to  CinCSVffA,  info  the  Cincpoa  and 
others,  and  will  be  embarked  in  transportation  provided  by  Southwest  Pacific 
Area  as  indicated  in  ComGenSoPiacBaCom  radio  22091SZ  September  44  which 
has  been  passed  to  you  for  information. 
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23  0424  C0M3RDFLT  to  CTNCPAC  Info  CTF  S8. 


ghrs-  io  Tep  Oeep<Hn    After  servicing  task  force  38  at  SAIPAN  T7ESTERN 
CAROL  I1IES  and  MAN  US  intend  strike  OKIHAWAH  A  minus  10  with  4  groups.  Fuel. 
Strike  FORMOSA  A  minus  8  and  A  minus  7  with  4  groups.    Fuel.    Strike  LUZON 
A  minus  4  and  A  minus  3  with  4  groups.    Support  LEYTE  with  2  groups  A  minus  2 
through  A  day.    Except  for  LEYTE  support  commitment  will  adjust  schedule 
to  meet  circumstances,  and  opportunities.    Recommendation  for  Zoo  by  separate 
dispatch.    Desire  strike  Empire  as  soon  after  A  day  as  favorable  situation 
can  be  created.    All  plans  contemplate  (a)  drawing  out  enemy  fleet  (B)  air 
and  submarine  reconnaissance  (C)  submarine  ambush  (D)  denial  to  enemy  fleet 
of  opportunities  to  benefit  by  support  from  shore-based  air  or  to  outrange 
us  by  Bhuttling  from  carrier  to  target  to  shore  (E)  tactics  which  will 
bring  air  surface  and  submarine  weapons  to  bear'  if  snemy  fleet  can  be 
contacted.    Coordination  of  3rd  Fleet  Empire  strike  with  strike  by  B-29's 
will  be  made  subject  of  separate  recommendation. 
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SEPTEMBER  (OCT)  DECLASSIFIED 

■j  24  1225    SHLTAN  to  l.iARSHALL,  ARNOLD  Info  rACAlTHTTT^qOMqi^IPOA.CINCPOA^OrGCTIPOA 
PASS  CINCPOA  FOR  NIMITZ,  STRATEHEYER,  LM'fAY. 

CRAX-14761-24th.  -Tup  Stjorrrfc.    Consultation  with  Stratemeyer  and  LeMay 
confirms  350  sorties  as  maximum  for  October,  increasing  by  26  sorties 
permonth  to  reach  425  in  January  1945.    Reference  WARX  32426  of  18th 
September  1944.  This  assumes  strength  of  160  B-29is  in  October  and  Novem- 
ber, 170  in  December  and  180  in  January.     Para.    Approximately  l/3  of 
these  sorties  will  be  performed  from  CHENGTU  bases  without  return  of  B29 
aircraft  to  INDIA.    Para.    Until  arrival  of  night  fighters  and  anti  air- 
craft units  for  VLR  CHINA  bases,  risk  of  loss  from  enemy  air  attacks  must 
be  accepted. for  this  operation.  Para.  Agree  that  best  target  for  VLR  to 
assist  MacArthur  would  be  major  aircraft  repair  and  modification  centers 
on  DIAPHRAGM.  Para.  Logistically  sorties  by  20th  Bomber  Command  can  be 
supported  as  follows:  Ootober  350,  November  300,  December  320,  January  340, 
and  February  425.     It  is  assumed  that  Arnold  will  so  direct  operations  as 
to  divide  support  between  MacArthur,  Nimitz  and  strategical  sorties.  Para, 
A  result  of  above  will  be  curtailment  of  14th  Air  Force  operations  aB 
follows:  Normal  operations  limited  by  monthly  tonnage  of  not  more  than 
10,000;  operations  in  Btiipport  of  Nimitz  as  shown  in  "Alternative  Pac-Aid" 
dated  21st  July  1944  will  be  approximately  80  percent  effective.  Para. 
Tonnages  required  to  support  operations  listed  abdve  include  capacities 
of  all  aircraft  presently  allocated  to  Air  Transport  Command  including 
East  BENGAL  expansion  and  arm  based  on  arrival  dates  now  set  up  by  War 
Department.  This  point  cannot  be  overemphasized.    Decisions  must  be  prompt 
if  logistical  arrangements  in  this  theatre  are  to  be  completed  in  time  to 
make  20th  Bomber  Command  operations  in  October  effective. 

J  24  1551Z  GHQ  SVJP  SIGNED  I/AC ARTHUR  to  ARMY  AIR  rORCES  WASHINGTON,  C  CM  GEN  SOUTH  EAST 
ASIA  C CI!?  AND,  20TH  AIR  F'iRCE,  CINCPOA,  CCliAAFPOX 

CX  18297  -¥an  ,Vnr»4.    A  paraphrase  of  our  too  240919Z.    Your  32426  believe 
all  attacks  in  direct  support  of  WIDEAV/AKE  (MINDANAO,  SO.  PHILIPPINES) 
Operations  should  be  directed  toward  preventing  air  reinforcement  from 
DIAPHRAGM  (FORMOSA).    Available  sorties  for  October  should  be  scheduled 
from  5th  to  25th  with  greatest  intensity  15th  to  25th.    Suggest  in  order 
of  priority  airfields  and  facilities  plan  (A)  TAKAO,  particularly  OKYAMA 
(B)  KAJI  (C)  SIIINCHUJU.    Suggest  dates  of  attack  be  coordinated  with 
CINCPOA  to  avoid  interference  with  land  and  carrier  based  aviation.  Stra- 
tegic attacks  against  aircraft  production  facilities  in  any  area  will  be 
helpful.    Para.    Avoid  in  DIAPHRAGM  following  locations  believed  to  harbor 
American  and  British  prisoners  including  General  "w'ainwright  and  300  staff 
officers i    A  camp  of  wooden  barracks  which  is  ont/  the  site  of  a  former 
Formosan  cemetary  and  tangarine  grove,  1  kilometer  west  of  f'OEUSAKU 
VILLAGE  which  is  5  miles  south  of  TAIHOKN  CITY. 

25  0131    CINCPAC  to  CC1ITHIRDFLSET  Info  COT'SUBSPAC,  CTF  38. 

■Thip  in  SEgg  tSoof-et.    Your  230G43.    Appreciate  your  views  but  consider 
that  under  current  circumstances  it  ic  advantageous  to  break  up  present 
zoo  as  indicated  by  222026  for  operations  in  more  profitable  areas. 
Ref:  (230643)  Top  Secret.  Zoo  rowain  in  present  position  ....request  new 
zoo  be  on  station  with  bearpit. . .request  plans  be  made  to  continue 
employment  of  new  zoo  from  8  October  through  all  of  November. 
Ref: 222026(3) .. -ComSubsPac  withdraw  immediately. . for  coverage  LU20N  STRAITS 
. . .withdraw  remainder  zoo  at  000  OCT  25  September  unless  otherwise 
directed....  cJbO 


SEPTEMBER  (GCT) 

25  0856    CINCPOA  to  COM  MARSHALLS  Info  COMSRDFLT^OMSOPAC^OMINCH^OIilFWDAREACBITTPAC, 
CQMHAVfSEAFRGN ,  C  OMOKNPQA ,  COMOENAAFPOA .  '  

^gp  Socnvfc.    Following  tasks  assigned  forces  of  MARSHALLS  GILBERTS  AREA 
effective  1  October,     (a)  Hold  the  island  positions  in  the  HARSHALLS  and 
GILBERTS  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  3ea  and  air  communications  in 
the  Central  Pacific     (B)  Support  the  operations  of  forces  in  the  Southwest 
and  Central  Pacifio  Areas.    (C)    Protect  sea  and  air  communications.  (D) 
Inflict  maximum  attrition  on  enemy  forces  remaining  in  the  area. 

25  0919    CIMCPOA  to  C0M03NP0A  Info  CQMS0PAC,COMGEHS0PACBASECOM,CTF57.CINCSWPJ[,CG24TH 
CORPS.  .  "       ~  ~ — * 


■Sop  Bgbyejty    Following  information  furnished  in  reply  to  urdis  210756 
not  to  all:  (a)  24th  Corps  and  attached  units  including  elements  of  VOCALIST 
garrison  will  rehabilitate  LEYTE  (B)  Disposition  of  elements  of  81st  Division 
in  Western  CAROLINES  is  dependent  on  information  to  be  provided  by  CTF  57 
in  accordance  mydis  050634.    Plans  concerning  future  operational  employment 
of  81st  Division  and  displacement  forward  not  formulated  to  date.  (C)  Present 
intention  that  77th  Division  and  attachments  remain  GUAM  as  area  reaerve 
for  K-2  and  then  if  not  used  be  moved  GUADAL  for  rehabilitation. 

26  0523Z    MACARTIIUR  to  US  AfflT  AIR  FORCES  WASH,  CINCPOA  Info  CCM3RDFLT,  COMGEN  US 
FORCES  CHINA  BURMA  II1DIA  THEATER,  C  I.IOEN  20fTI  AIR  FORCE".  

TOT  CEOREff.     CX  18384    Commanding  General  U  S  Force  China-Burma- India 
Theater  indicates  following  14th  Air  Force  capabilities  to  support  ACCUMU- 
LATION operation  and  prior  operations  of  3rd  Fleet:     (a)  without  the  use 
of  KY/EIL IH-L IUC HOW  airfields,  capabilities  limited  to  strikes  on  air  in- 
stallation within  1000  M  raaius  KULMIUG  airfield  which  includes  HONG  KONG, 
HAINAN  and  GULF  OF  TOM  IN  areas.     (B)  Kith  KWE IL IN-L IUCH0V7  bases  available: 
1  heavy  bomb  group  can  conduct  intensified  operations  against  shipping  and 
air  installations  in  the  DIAFHRAGM  area  (restricted  by  lack  of  fighter 
cover);  limited  night  attacks  against  shipping  concentrations  and  Pott 
installations  in  WHITEWASH;  long  range  offensive  reconnaissance  within 
1000  miles  KWEILIN.    Para.    Reference  our  CX  18297  (241551),  too  240919Z, 
relating  to  our  suggested  strikes  by  20th  Air  Force  PLIUM  view  of  above 
capabilities  of  14th  Air  Force,  it  is  suggested  that  Commanding  General 
U  S  Forces  in  CNINA-BURMA-INDIA  be  authorized  by  Commanding  General  US 
Army  Air  Forces  to  coordinate  strikes  by  the  14th  and  20th  Air  Force  in 
support  of  STilPA  and  3rd  Fleet  operations  in  the  DIAPHRAGM  areas.  Coordi- 
nation of  land  based  and  carrier  based  aviation  to  be  arranged  directly 
between  Cincpoa  and  Commanding  General  U  S  Forces  CHINA-BURMA- INDIA.  It 
is  suggested  that  strikes  by  the  14th  and  20th  Air  forces  be  concentrated 
against  hostile  air  installations  in  the  DIAFHRAGM  area  and  on  hostile 
supporting  air  installations  of  the  SUBLIME  ( CHINA)  coast  within  range  of 
DTAPHRA.GH-northern  WHITEWASH  areas.     Strikes  on  the  DIAPHRAGM  area  to  pre- 
cede and  follow  operation  of  the  3rd  Fleet  in  the  DIAFHRAGM  area  and  during 
3rd  Fleet  operations  land  based  bombers  switch  to  hostile  airfields  on 
SUBLIME  coast. 
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SEPTEMBER  (OCT) 


26  2316    CINCFOA  to  C(T,3RDFLEET  Info  f>TF  38,  COi;iTICII,  C0M7TIFLSET,  Cn:CSOWESPAC> 
CW~71,  OTF  72,  OQMSUBPAC. 

■TOF  5EgHSgt     Urdis  230643  not  to  all.    Carefully  studied.    Desire  both 
to  meet  your  needs  and  to  operate  subs  in  waters  where  profitable  targets 
are  expected.     Probable  mined  areas  mydis  250625  must  be  avoided.  For 
submarine  support  of  King  2  operations  present  intention  is  not  to  organ- 
ize offensive  reconnaissance  group  similar  to  Zoo.    On  a  minus  10  day 
submarines  will  be  on  stations  as  follows.    3  packs  of  3  subs  each  plus 
SAILFISH  in  convoy  COLLEGE.    SAILFIS!!  to  be  used  as  lifeguard  off  southern 
tip  FORMOSA.     1  pack  of  3  s\ibs  at  each  of  following  places  northeast 
coast  FORMOSA.     BUNGO  SUIDO.    2  subs  southern  approaches  to  TOKYO  BAY. 
6  submarines  in  I.1ARU  MORGUE  1  of  which  to  be  employed  as  lifeguard  at 
OKINAWA  J  IMA  and  other  5  to  be  placed  in  intercepting  positions  to  catch 
ships  attempting  to  escape  during  your  strikes.     1  sub  off  northwest 
coast  FORMOSA.    One  Bub  patrolling  BONINS.     2  subs  patrolling  EUP.ILES. 
Above  subject  to  minor  adjustment  due  possibility  subs  having  to  leave  . 
station  early.    Dispositions  can  be  adjusted  to  suit  your  needs.  Please 
advise  soon  as  practicable  and  give  dates  positions  reference  points 
and  calls  for  lifeguard  subs.    Assume  from  Appendix  A  Annex  3  C(4)  of 
K2  plan  that  7th  Fleet  will  supply  lifeguard  and  patrolsubs  on  east 
coast  of  PHILIPPINES.    Com7thFleet  please  advise  whether  or  not  tnis 
assumption  is  correct. 
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DECLASSIFIED 


27  1520    CINCPOA  to  COMCENARMY  AIR  FORGE  IOA,  info  COT.TGSNPOA,  GrMFWDAREA, ISCOM 
TIN IAN.  :  " 


<-Tu['>  Soli  ufr.    Reference  your  200155.    Present  VLR  construction  plans  for 
TIB IAN  envisage*  (A) . Construction  of  2  operational  strips  on  each  of  2 
fields  as  rapidly  as  possible  with  existing  harbor  facilities  and  con- 
struction troops,  (b)    Construction  of  2  additional  strips  as  soon  as 
harbor  capacity  and  service  troops  are  increased  sufficiently  to  support 
efficiently  the  additional  VLR  units  that  will  use  the  strips.  Para. 
Every  reasonable  effort  will  be  made  to  Bupport  the  VLR  program.  However 
it  must  be  understood  thit  harbor  development  must  progress  ahead  of 
VLR  construct  on  if  early  saturation  is  to  be  avoided  and  efficient 
supply  of  VLR  units  presently  committed  is  to  be  maintained,  rara. 
Concur  in  eventual  plan  for  7th  strip  and  space  will  be  reserved  ac- 
cordingly.   Construction  of  the  strip  and  supply  of  additional  VLR 
units  must  be  contingent  upon  adequate  harbor  facilities  and  service 
troops . 


Sag  ^arrai..      AAFPOA  1085.    Look  at  your  SAIPAN  261405  GCT  from  ComFwdArea 
There  must  be  some  foundation  for  opinion  expressed  by  Col  Robinson  in 
his  SAIPAN  181035  GCT  since  Island  Engr  informed  Robinson  that  completion 
dates  set  are  2  VLR  runways  north  field  27  Dec  and  2  VLR  runways  west 
field  25  Jan.    If  these  4  runways  can  be  completed  on  these  dates  it 
should  be  entirely  feasible  to  build  2  runways  as  per  our  202309  GCT. 
Please  review  situation  TIN IAN  and  on  basis  concentrating  on  2  strips 
north  field  and  expedite  report  as  to  earliest  dates  1st  and  2nd  strips 
can  be  completed  for  minimum  operation  4  groups.    Due  to  movement  of 
echelons  20  Air  Force  it  is  urgently  necessary  this  info  be  available 
earliest  possible  moment.    Sxiggest  you  utilize  Col.  Robinson  services 
for  this  review. 


Thin  i*c  To;'  £iwcrot»    Referring  MacArthur  260523.    Concur  in  recommended 
support  by  CHINA  based  air.    Doubt  if  any  closer  coordination  practicable 
and  specifically  recommend  that  20th  and  14th  Air  Forces  be  kept  advised 
of  our  operations  in  order  that  they  may  operate  against  appropriate 
targets  other  than  those  under  attack  by  fast  carrier  forces. 


28  0150    CINCPOA  to  C  OMPTfDARIlACENTPAC  Info  DEPC0LI  20TTI  AF,  ISC0M  TIN  IAN. 


q<in  SocwrA.  Refers  UR  261405.  DepGom  20 th  AAF  desires  that  2  VLR  strips 
each  0500  ft  long  and  150  ft  wide  with  90  hardstands  "rind  minimum  taxiways 
and  other  facilities  to  permit  initial  operation  four  VLR  groups  be. com- 
pleted on  north  field  TINLAN  earliest  possible  and  that  VLR  work  on  west 
field  be  deferred  as  necessary  for  this  purpose.     Request  operational  com- 
pletion date  for  one  strip  and  facilities  for  first  two  groups  and  opera- 
tional completion  date  for  second  strip  and  facilities  for  an  additional 
two  groups.    Asphalt  paving  desirable  but  not  essential  for  initial  op- 
eration but  should  follow  as  soon  as  practicable.  VLR  program  and  harbor 
developnent  are  high  priority  projects  on  TIN I AN.  Request  reply  be  ex-  . 
pedited.    My  271520  authorizes  construction  of  total  six  VLH'  strips. 


27  1946    DEPCOf.I  AIR  FORCE  to  CINCPOA. 


27  2150    COMTHTRDFLFET  to  CINCPOA. 


fiB6R3S5^ 

SEPTEMBER  (GOT)  DECLASSIFIED 

28  0238    GHQ.  SWFA  5GD  KACARTHUR  to  GOI\.  IN  CHIEF  ASIA  COMMAND  Info 
CHIEF  OF  STAFF    ,AR  I  EFT ,  OINCPOA,  CCt  .ALLIED  AIR  PGP.CES, 
•   COM  3RD  FI.T.  GO?.'  AI LIED  NAVAL  FORCEST"  ! 

■JPep  Decisis.  CX-18490  x  Reference  ray  Cx-18489  x  (A)  LUBRICATE 
(LEYTE  GULF)   (B)  SILVERS ARB  (MINDANAO)   (C)  INTEGER  (VISATAN 
GROUP)    (D)  WHITEWASH  (LUZON)   ( E )  DIAPHRAGM  (FORMOSA)  (F) 
OBTRUSIVE  (AI-ARRI)    (0)  SARTORIAL  (LlNGAYAN  GULF )    (H)  EIDROSIS 
(DINGALEN  BAY)    (I)  UBGAUE  (N1ND0H0)    (J)  LEGUMINOUS  ( OKINAWA ) X 
Southwest  Pacific  Area  Forces,  covered  and  supported  by  the 
3rdl£Fleet,  attack  objectives  in  the  LUBRICATE  area  with  4- 
Divisions ,  target  date  Able  Day,  20  October  1944.  This 
attack  is  preceeded  by  3rd  Fleet  carrier  based  action  LEGUM- 
INOUS and  objectives  on  DIAPHRAGM,  about  Able  minus  10  to 
Able  minus  7;  oh  WHITEWASH,  the  INTEGER  and  in  the  objective 
area,  Able  minus  4  "to  Able  Day.    Land-based  aviation  Eastern 
NEW  GUINEA  protects  western  flank  of  the  advance  and  neutral- 
izes S1LVERSAND  by  attacking  hostile  air,  naval  forces  and 
shipping  within  range.     Land-based  aviation  KORCIN  area 
attacks  objectives  in  the  BANDA,  FLORES  and  ARAFURA  Seas. 
14th  and  20th  Air  Forces  assist  by  attacks  on  DIAPHRAGM',; 
ordinated  with  3rd  Fleet  carrier  action.    Diversionary  attack 
by  Eastern  Fleet  against  the  SUMATRA ,  SINGAPORE  and  ANDAMAN 
Island  Areas  and  ILBIBIK  BGATION  of  land  and  air  action  in 
the  general  BURMA  area  just  prior  to  Able  Day  would  be 
helpful, 

2S  1252    j.-.RSFMI  to  I  X^.R'HT'R  info  CINCPAC,  COL  7TF  FIT. 

ngjL   jgggj  | .  ComlnCh  reenclphers  T,Var  Department  desp  'V/ar 
37291  dated  23  Sept.  1944.    Providing  bases  for  eventual 
British  Fleet  operations  in  Pacific  was  discussed  in  general 
terms  between  Admiral  Cunningham  and  Admiral  King.  Admiral 
Cunningham  indicated  British  desire  for  main  rear  base  for 
British  Fleet  in  Eastern  Australia.    The  British  were  In- 
formed by  Admiral  King  that  the  Unitea  States  Naval  Facilit- 
ies were  not  extensive  but  it  was  anticipated  that  present 
facilities  would  be  ready  for  use  by  the  British  Navy  at  the 
appropriate  time.    As  far  as  covered  storage  facilities  were 
concerned  they  were  advised  that  the  US  Army  and  Army  Air 
Forces  had  establishec  the  bulk  of  such  facilities  in  this 
area,     admiral  King  has  requested  that  facilities  established 
in  Eastern  Australia  by  US  Army  could  be  made  available  for 
use  of  British  Navy.    Following  information  is  being  forward- 
ed to  Admiral  King.  Paraphrase.    All  facilities  in  use  by 
US  Army  Forces  constructed  in  Australia  have  been  obtained  as 
reciprocal  aid  on  reverse  lend  lease  and  are  to  revert  to 
Australians  upon  release  and  further  that  several  airdromes 
and  camp  sites  have  already  been  reverted  to  the  Australian 
Commonwealth.    That  detailed  estimate  of  facilities  will  be 
submitted  upon  receipt  of  information  from  Commander  in  Chief 
Southwest  Pacific  Area.    End  of  paraphrase.     Request  your 
estimate  of  date  and  type  of  facilities  to  be  released  in 
Australia  mainland  and  your  comments  and  recommend^t-iofis  on 
this  matter.  co  \  c 


DECLASSIFIED 

SEPTEMBER  (GCT) 

29  0357Z  WAR  DEPARTMENT  to  I'AC  ARTHUR,  STILLY/ELL,  SULTAN .  STRATBMEYER , 
CTNCPOA  info  LEI- "AY. 

AAFPOA  1139  "Top  0^c:i»efr.  This  is  confirmation  paraphrase  of 
WARX  36341  passed  by  Harmon  to  Admiral  KcKorris  for  Nimitz 
in  original  form  by  hand:  A-Plan  as  first  mission  supporting 
Pacific  activities  attack  on  rapair  facilities  and  aircraft 
factory  at  OKAYAKA  about  14  October  by  20th  Bomber  Command. 
Details  on  timing  of  carrier  strikes  referred  to  in  Cincpoas 
212151  GCT  are  requested  to  effect  greatest  cooperation. 
B- OKINAWA  photo  coverage  has  been  directed.  Accomplishment 
prior  to  10  October  is  anticipated.     Radio  report  of  first 
phase  will  be  forwarded  from  headquarters  20th  Air  Force  to 
Cincpoa  and  CincSoWesPac  while  photos  will  come  most  expedi- 
tious means.     C  -  Now  being  considered  are  objectives  sug- 
gested by  Cincpoa  and  CinCSoWesPac  anu  you  will  be  advised  of 
tentative  schedules.    D-  Harmon  will  keep  20th  Air  Force 
Headquarters  advised  of  Cincpoa  requests  for  attack  on  spec- 
ific objectives  and  of  any  changes  thereto.    This  refers  to 
WARX  32426  (181912)  and  replies  to  212151  from  Cincpoa 
number  1040  from  AAFPOA  CRAX  14761  from  Sultan  and  CX  18297 
(241225)  from  MacArthur. 

29  2317Z  ARNOLD  to  MACARTHUR.  ITARLOH,  NIfclTZ.  STILWEI.l  ,  SULTAN.  I  El 'AY. 
STRM3Y3R.  ' 


WARX-38830  JPo£«^a*#2*.    Reference  KacArthur' s  CX-18384 
(260523)  September  26  and  Commander  3rd  Fit  272150  paragraph 
1.    Operations  of  XX  Bomber  Command  in  support  Pacific  Opera- 
tions will  be  directed  by  Headquarters  20th  Air  Force  in  same 
manner  as  strategic  operations  are  directed.     Local  coordina- 
tion to  prevent  conflict  between  operations  of  14th  and  20th 
Air  Forces  is  responsibility  of  Commanding  General  that 
theater  and  is  satisfactory.    It  consists  largely  in  exchange 
of  routine  flight  information.     It  is  our  desire  to  coordinat' 
operations  in  the  DIAPHRAGM  (FORMOSA)  Area  as  closely  as 
possible  with  operations  of  Fast  Carrier  Forces  through  Depulj 
Commander  20th  Air  ^oree  in  P0A.    Coordination  with  CinCSWPA 
will  be  by  direct  exchange  of  information  from  this  head- 
quarters. Arnold. 
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30  1127    ADV  GEN  HEADQUARTERS  MACARTHUR  to  C0M3RDFLT,  CCMD  ALLIED  NAVAL  FORCES, 
COMD  ALLIED  AIR  FORCES,  Info  CINCPOA,  COMCEN  GTH  US  AW. 

■  C-18630.    Confirming  conference  Southwest  Pacific  Area  and  3rd  Fleet 
29  September,  Coordination  of  Air  Operations  for  K2  as  follows:  3rd 
Fleet  Area  of  responsibility  through  A  Day  includes  PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS 
AREA  exclusive  of  MINDANAO  and  SULU  ARCHIPELAGO  Operations  as  follows: 
Neutralize  hostile  air,  naval  forces  and  shipping  LEGUMINOUS ( OKINAWA )- 
DIAPHRAGM  ( FORMOSA ) -NOR THERN  WHITEWASH  (LUZON)  from  A-10  through  A-7; 
neutralize  hostile  air,  naval  forces  and  shipping  in  the  LUZON-KICOL 
AREA  ABLE-4  and  A-3;  neutralize  hostile  air,  naval  forces  and  shipping 
in  the  VISAYAN  AREA  A-3  through  A-l;  support  landing  operations 
ACCUMULATION  (LEYTE  ISLAND)  AREA  A  Day  in  coordination  with  7th  Fleet. 
Subsequent  A  Day,  CinCSWPA  or  Commander  7th  Fleet  will  request  carrier 
strikes  if  necessitated  by  the  existing  situation,  and  Commander  3rd 
Fit  will  comply  or  immediately  report  inability.    Para.    7th  Air  Force 
^neutralize  hostile  air  operations  HICOL  AREA  as  directed  and  coordinated 
by  Commander  3rd  Fleet.    CinCSWPA  coordinate  directly  as  required  with 
Commander  Task  Force  57  while  3rd  Fleet  at  sea.    Para.    Allied  Naval 
Forces  furnish  direct  support  of  mine sweeping  and  preliminary  operations 
against  islands  at  entrance  LUBRICATE  (I.EYTE  GULF)  A-3  through  A-6;  direct 
support  landing  operations  ACCUMULATION  A  Day  until  relieved  by  land 
based  aviation  Allied  Air  Forces.    Continue  missions  assigned  operations 
instructions  number  70.    Para.    Allied  Air  Forces  Area  of  responsibility 
(exclusive  of  searches  carried  by  separate  raids)  until  land  based  bombers 
are  established  on  INTERLUDE  (M0R0TAI  IS.)  includes  MINDANAO-SULU  ARCHI- 
PELAGO excluding  the  following  areas  until  further  notice:  (1)  Water  areas 
east  of  MINDANAO  north  of  CAPE  SAINT  AUGUSTINE  AREA  (2)  KEMDND  areas  i» 
MINDANAO  north  of  08-45  north  latitude  (3)  The  MINDANAO  SEA  Area.  Com- 
mencing A-10  maintain  neutralization  of  hostile  air  forces  and  shipping 
in  the  MINDANAO  Area.    When  bombers  are  established  in  MOR0T0BORI  and 
neutralization  to  include  CELEBES  SEA  and  the  VISAYAN  exclusive  of 
ACCUMULATION  and  WITCHCRAFT  (SAMAR)  while  escort  carriers  are  in  area. 
Initiative  strikes  in  force  against  naval  and  air  forces  in  the  BlfUNEI 
Area,  BORNEO  at  the  earliest  practicable  date.    Continue .missions  assigned 
in  operations  instructions  number  70. 

30  1315Z  GHQ  SWPA  to  CINCPOA,  DEPC0M20thAF,  COMGEN  CBI,  COMDR  20THAF,  C0M3RDFLT. 

fcg  Qair»%.      CX  18643.    Reference  my  CX  19334  (260523)  Sept  26,  0om3rdFlt 

272150  and  U  S  AAF  WARX  38830  (292317)  Commander  3rd  Fleet  indicated  in 
recent  conference  that  his  attacks  would  be  directed  at  southern  part  of 
DIAPHRAGM  (FORMOSA).    Land  based  planes  could  attack  targets  on  northern 
DIAPHRAGM  without  interference.    He  requested  that  the  land  based  air 
attacks  be  later  in  the  day  than  his  attacks  in  order  to  prevent  hostile 
air  force  from  leaving  southern  DIAPHRAGM  Area.    CinCSWPA  leaves  further 
coordination  to  CinCPOA,  Deputy  Commander  20th  Air  Force  and  ComGen  CBI 
as  suggested  in  WARX  38830  (292317). 
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021612      C0M3RDFLT  to  CIIICPOA  Info  CINCSOY.TSSPAC. 


012138Z 


020035 


*oj»^£aargt.    Refer  CinCSoWesPac  301315  of  September.    Further  study  and 
conference  with  GTF  3B  indicates  practicability  of  striking  all  the 
DIAPHRAGM  (FORMOSA)  area  with  carrier  planes  during  attacks  of  12  and  13 
October.     Consequently  desire  that  14th  and  20th  Air  Forces  concentrate 
o%  SUBLIME  (CHINA)  coast  during  those  days  and  that  attacks  on  GKAYAMA 
as  outlined  in  Commander  Arrnj''  Air  Forces  011915  be  conducted  either  prior 
to  or  after  days  of  carrier  attacks.    Request  I  be  kept  advised  of  their 
intentions. 

DEPUTY  COHAF  20  to  COMGEN  20  AF  Info  cqiGKNPOA,  CINCPOA. 

AAFPOA  1207  'Top         eta  My  radio  1099  of  27  September  is  reference  Fol- 
lowing dates~for  completion  now  confirmed  TUT  IAN-     1  strip  .and  minimum 
operational  facilities  for  2  groups  1  January  and  2nd  similar  facilities 
for  2  groups  January  15  confirmation  of  feasability  of  rescheduling 
shipping  to  meet  these  dates  on  TFTIAN  for  the  313  wing  is  being  rushed 
and  report  of  progress  will  be  made  in  48  'hours.    Rescheduling  of  ship- 
ping for  314  wing  GUAM  also  being  examined  but  2nd  priority  and  will 
follow  on  completion  of  examination  TTNIAN  shipping.    The  above,  eitMpX^ 
tior.  dates  in  accordance  with  8omForwardArea  radio  010043  to  Cincpoa. 

CITTCPOA  to  COMGEN  US  FORCES  CHINA-BURMA- INDIA  Info  CINCSWFA,  CCM5RDFLT, 
COMNAVGROUP  CHINA,  COKI'TCH,  COIGKN  AAF  POA. 


TOr-fiECRTyn.    MacArthur  260523  Kalsey  272150.    Fast  carrier  scheduled  to 
strike  in  October  as  follows:     10  LEGTJM INOUS  ( OK INA.YA)  .     12-13  DIAPHRAGM 
(FORMOSA).     16  and  17  WHITEWASH  (LUZON).  18,  19  and  20  ACCUMULATION 
(LEYTE)  area.    All  dates  east  longitude.    Request  you  coordinate  by 
strikes  with  14th  and  20th  Air  Forces  on  appropriate  targets  other  than 
those  under  attack  by  fast  carrier  forces.     Com3rdFleet  advise,  all 
adees  of  any  modification  to  above  schedule  of  strikes.    Cominch  please 
pass  to  War  Dept. 

SULTAN  to  CHENNAULT  Info  NB'IPTZ,  STRATEMFYSR,  LEMAY,  MACARTIPUt,  RICHARD- 
SON, MARSHALL,  ARNOLD,  STILL'vTELL. 

CRAX  15444    -901  ODORD1?".    Land  based  support  of  MacArthur 's  operations  by 
14th  Air  force  is  subject.     Desire  support  of  MacArthur  be  given  as  out- 
lined in  preparatory  phases  of  alternate  Pac-aid  and  CRAX  14575  of  Sep- 
tember 23.     No  additional  tonnage  allotted  therefor.     wARX  34P28  of  22 
September  is  authority  for  above.    Paragraph.    Look  at  CX  16384  and 
ART  TOLD '  s  YfARX  38830  on  coordination.    You  will  coordinate  your  operations 
with  those  of  MacArthur  and  Nimitz.     For  Such  purposes  you  are  authorized 
to  communicate  direct  therewith.    You  are  further  charged  with  responsi- 
bility for  necessary  intra-theater  operational  coordination  with  20th 
Bomber  Command.     DELHI  Headquarters  and  USAF,  IBS  will  be  kept  informed 
as  to  the  general  scope  of  you  proposed  operutions  and  schedule  of 
brine ipal  missions. 
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03  2220Z  ARNOLD  to  HARMON  NTMITZ  CQM3RDFLT  Info  MAOARTHUR,  CTF  33,  PEAR  ECHELON  GIIQ 

SOWESPAC.  — — —  .  

.    Ti{i  S'SCTHk    '.TARX  40740.      Purpose  of  the  20th  Bomber  Command  missions 
referred  to  in  Com3rdFlt  021612,  2  October  is  to  give  maximum  support 
to  Pacific  operations.    Since  you  consider  that  this  can  best  be  done 
priq^to  or  after  days  of  carrier  attacks  we  shall  schedule  our  missions 
on  llth  of  October  and  the  14th  of  October  instead  of  on  the  12th  and 
14th  as  previously  indicated.    This  excludes  any  other  operations  by 
the  20th  Boraber  Command  during  this  period. 

04  0305    CINCPOA  to  DEPCOM  20TH  AIR  FORCE  Info  C0M3RDFLT,  CINCSWFA. 


To;   jetist.    Request  that  you  arrange  that  20th  Air  Force  attacks  in 
support  of  MacArthur's  operations  be  conducted  on  OKAYAMA  e'ither  prior 
to  or  after  the  fast  carrier  attacks  on  the  DIAPHRAGM  area  which  will 
be  conducted  on  12  and  13  October.    Further  request  that  any  VLR  attacks 
scheduled  for  these  days  be  directed  against  the  SUBLIME  coast. 

04  0309    CIITCFOA  to  C  OMNAVGR  OUPC  H  IN  A  FOR  CKENIIAULT  Info  C0M3RDFLT,  CIIICSY/PA. 

Tnp,  ;^»eTir».    Request  that  no  14th  Air  Force  attacks  in  support  of  Mac- 
Arthur ' s  operations  be  conducted  against  DIAPHRAGM  (FORMOSA)  area  on  12 
and  13  October  on  which  dates  the  fast  carriers  will  be  attacking  this 
area.    Further  request  that  any  attacks  scheduled  for  these  days  be 
directed  against  the  STJ3LIME  (CHINA)  Coast. 

05  0543    CINCPOA  to  C0M3RDFLT  Info  CTF  38. 


•Tup  gtcfBtr.    Change  in  objectives  for  future  operations  makes  it 
advisable  inflict  lasting  damage  on  installations  and  port  facilities 
in  FORMOSA. 


05  0644    CINCPOA  to  COMGENPOA,  COMGENAAFPOA,  COMSOPAC,  CQMffENFMFPAC , COMFH T BSPAC , 
COMSBRVPAC,  COKAIRPAC,  C0M3RDFLT,  C0M5THFLT,  COMNORPAC,  C0J.5T7DAREA . 


— ^SawH>    Operation  CAUSEWAY  has  been  deferred.    Forces  of  Pacific 
Ocean  Areas  will  conduct  operation  DETACHMENT  target  date  20  January  and 
operation  ICEBERG  target  date  1  March.    Limit  this  information  to  those 
who  need  to  know.    Para.    My  Joint  Staff  Study  of  DETACHMENT  will  be 
distributed  by  10  October. 

06  0202    CINCPOA  to  CIKC3WFA    info  COM  3RD  FLEET,  COM  7Tff  FLEET. 


#ftg  Gecroti'.     During  K2  and  the  period  immediately  following 
that  operation  information  as  to  the  novements  of  important 
enemy  fleet  units  will  be  of  the  greatest  importance.  Ky 
submarine  dispositions  will  be  such  as  to  cover  movements  of 
the  enemy  carriers  which  are  believed  to  be  in  the  TSrapire. 
Request  information  as  to  the  extent  to  which  your  submarines 
are  so  located  as  to  intercept  enemy  fleet  movements  from 
Lingga  and  Brunei  Bay. 


237P 


 1 — — — _ 


0CTQ3ER  (OCT) 

07  0236    CINCPOA  to  COIQIORPAC. 

'   fgg  Cr-TB^.    Nimitz  to  Fletcher.    Yfith  reference  to  the  last  sentence 

of1  your  serial  00241  commenting'  on  Jo'nt  Staff  Study  KEEL3L0CKS  (Operations 
^  against  KURILES)  request  by  dispatch  your  recommendations  as  to  the  ob- 

jectives to  be  seized  under  the  assumption  that  KAMCHATKA  fields  are 
available. 

07  1125    CINCPOA  to  C0M3RDLFT  Info  COMINCH,  COMSUDSPAC,  COiSERVPAC,  CO'MIRPAC, 

CTF  38,  G?F  57,  C  INC  577 --A. 

-?up  T.ul  i  l  U    Warning  Order.    On  the  assumption  that  the  situation  will- 
permit  the  withdrawal  of  Task  Force  38  from  the  vicinity  of  the  CENTRAL 
PHILIPPINES,  be  prepared  to  execute  the  following  task,  supplemental  - 
my  OpPlan  0-44,  with  target  date  about  10  November  if  so  directed  by 
*■"*  later  dispatch.    This  operation  is  called  HOTFOOT  (Carrier  raid  on  JAPKN). 

After  replenichment  of  oarrier  forces  conduct  carrier  strikes  against  'i"^"/^. 
the  JAPANESE  HOMELAND  in  order  to  (1)  Destroy  and  conta  n  enemy  forces. 
(2)  Destroy  aircraft  facilities  and  manufacturing  installations  in  the 
TOKYO  Area  and  (3)  Determine  the  effectiveness  of  enemy  air  forces  ijj^  » r 
JAPAN.    Para.    Fleet  replenishment  of  all  items  will  be  available  at 
UEITHI.    Bulk  fuel  deliveries  to  that  base  commence  20  October  via 
ENR7ET0K . •  Fuel  reserve  POO, 000  barrels  in  floating  storage  ComServRon  , 

*f0"".'#  .tfLJTHI  and  S<)0,000  barrels,  ija,  tank  farm  KWAJALEIH.  Assi^jflifehi 
25  fleet  oilers  continues.     6  oilers  of  Task  Force  57  available  as 

< reserve •    Para*    Joint  Staff  Study  is  being  forwarded  to  you  for  your:  vv)B 
assistance  in  planning  this  operation. 

08  0645    CINCPOA  to  C0}?5'TMFLT,  Cflu^lilBSPAC,  CWGEH  10  TH  ARLT,   Info  COMINCH,  COMGSNPOA, 

C0M3RDFLT,   C<TJ}BNAAFPQA,   Cr*iGff1F?'!PPAC,  COP'ORPAC,  CrT'HKRVPAC,  COHFu'DAREA, 
COMSOPAC,  COKA1RPAC. 

1  T»r  JEGRBg-.    Following  assignments  effective  for  planning  operation  ICEBERG. 
Officer  Conducting  Operation  Admiral  R.  A.  Spruance      Comdr  Joint  Expedi- 
tionary Force  Vice  Admiral  R.  E.  Turner,     Comdr  Expeditionary  Troops  Lieut 
General  S.   3.  Buckner. 

08  0719    CITICPOA  to  CINCSOUESPAC. 

-ffCi'  QEOftBg..    For  the  support  of  future  operations  of  POA  forces  (Army,  Navy, 
and  Marine  Corps)  in  the  West  Pacific,  use  of  facilities  to  be  established 
by  CinCSowesPac  in  V/HITETCASH  is  highly  desirable.     In  order  to  assist 
Cincpoa  in  planning  for  the  future  logistic  suoport  of  POA  forces  it  is 
requested  that  information  be  furnished  as  to  fche  logistic  facilities  which 
CinCSoWesPac  plana  to  establish  in  ViKI^EiTASH  and  which,  augmented  as  nec- 
essary, could  furnish  assistance  to  POA  forces.    Para.    A  conference  at 
_  j  your  Headquarters  at  an  early  date  between  appropriate  members  of  our 

staffs  at  which  these  requirements  and  their  implementation  could  be  ex- 
plored is  believed  highly  desirable  and  is  suggested.    Request  your  views 
and  indication  of  an  aj-proximate  date  convenient  to  you. 
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08  0642    CINCPOA  to  C0H5TIIFLT,  C0M1-HIBSPAC,  CQ?'CE??FVr?AC  Info  COT.qNCH,  CqiGENPOA, 
COfJOENAAFPOA,  CaiSRIFLT,  CC&AIRPAC,   CTSOPAC,  COVNORrAC,  CPrSERm.C. 

'TOP  fifieflfffr.    Following  assignments  effective  for  planning  operation  DETACH- 
— ^  t.!ENT.     Officer  Conducting  Operation  Admiral  R.  A.  Spruance  Comdr  Joint 

Expeditionary  Force  Vice  Admiral  R.  K.  Turner  Comdr  Expeditionary  Troops 
Lieut.  General  Holland  Smith. 

03  2255Z  JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  to  MAC  ARTHUR,  HTT.1ITZ  Info  ARNOLD,  STTLWELL. 

Tun  3uie».    WARX  40782.    Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  have  approved  the  following 
directive:     Para  1.    CINCSWPA  T7IIL:     Para  A.    After  conducting  such  pre- 
liminary operations  as  may  be  necessary,  seize  and  occupy  LUZON,  target 
date  20  December  1944.    Para  B.    Establish  bases  in  LUZON  to  support  further 
advances.    Para  C.    Provide  support  for  the  occupation  of  the  NANSEI  SHOTO 
by  POA  forces,  target  date  1  March  1945.    Para  2.    CINCPOA  TOLL;  Para  A. 
Provide  fleet  cover  and  support  for  the  occupation  of  LUZON  by  5V7PA  forces, 
target  date  20  December  1944.    Para  B.    Occupy  1  or  more  positions  in  the 
NANPO  SHOTO,  target  date  20  January  1945.     Para  C.    Occupy  1  or  more  position! 
in  the  NANSEI  SHOTO,  target  date  1  March  1945.    Para  3.    CINCSWPA  AND  CINCPOA 
TVILL:    Para  A.    Arrange  for  coordination  of  mutual  support  and  for  the 
in  ter change  of  forces  and  resources  for  the  operations  directed  above. 
Para  B.    Coordinate  plans  with  the  Commanding  General,  U.S.  Army  Forces, 
CHINA- BURMA-INDIA,  in  order  to  obtain  maximum  support  from  the  CBI  Area 
for  their  respective  operations.    Para  C.    Coordinate  with  the  Commanding 
General,  20th  Air  Force,  to  arrange  for  the  conduct  of  supporting  opera- 
tions by  that  Air  Force  for  their  respective  operations.    Para  D.  Coordinate 
with  the  Commanding  General,  20th  Air  Force  for  the  establishment  and  de- 
velopment of  airfields  and  facilities  for  VLR  bomber  groups  in  their  re- 
spective areas.    Para  4.    CinCSWPA  and  CINCPOA  will  keep  the  air  situation 
affecting  the  movement  of  assault  forces  north  about  LUZON  under  continuous 
joint  review.    If  either  considers  the  enemy  air  situation  such  as  to  make 
this  movement  unduly  hazardous,  he  v;ill  report  immediately  to  the  Joint 
Chiefs  of  Staff  with  appropriate  recommendations.    Para  5.  Directions 
will  be  issued  later  regarding  plans  for  possible  operations  against 
w  FORMOSA,  the  PESCADORES,  AT.10Y  and  other  points  on  the  CHINA  COAST. 

07  2155    COMNORPAC  to  CINCPOA. 

'Top  Deei-e»>    Reference  your  070236.    Recommend  objectives  include  ETOROFU 
and  MATSUWA.    Operation  would  be  major  one  and  require  complete  restudy. 
Commanding  General  Alaskan  Department  has  by  hand  and  concurs. 
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PAC  t  C OMAIRPAC ,  C  0M5THFLT ,  C 0LIPT-IIB3FA-C  . 
■TP AC,   COKGENSTIIPICIBCQRPS.   C OMGEN AAFP OA , 
96,  COMFWDAPJilACEHPAO ,  CTF  59, 


09  2300 


COMINCH  &  QNO    CO!  NOR? AC,  CINC5WPA,  CG^C'S.^VFLli': 
MARC0RP3,   CCM7THFLT,   C0M3RDFIT,  COKAlP.JjVFP.-iCT  " 

■■TOP  CECffSff.    Warning  Order.     Initiate  preparations  for 
operation  detachment  with  target  date  20  January  East 
Longitude  in  accordance  concept  CINCPOA  Joint  Staff  Study  now 
in  preparation.    Operation  will  be  commanded  by  Adm-^^fei^",- 
Spruance  v/ith  Vice  Adm  R.  K.  Turner  Commanding  Joint  Expedi- 
tionary Force  and  Lt.  Gen.  H .  M.  Smith  U3MC  Commanding  All 
Expeditionary  Troops.    Troops  to  be  mounted  in  Hawaiian  Area: 
V  Phib  Corps  consisting  of  4th  and  5th  Marine  Divisions 
(Reinforced)  and  CoJps  Troops  as  follows:  Corps  Hqtrs,  1 
Signal  Bn,  1  MT  Co,^L  Med  Bn,  3  CB  Bns,  1  Corps  Evac  Hosp, 
Det  of  Field  Depot,  3  Amp  Truck  Cos  (Army),  2  JASCOs,  2  Amp 
Trac  Bns,  Corps  Arty  consisting  of  an  Arty  Grp  Hqtrs  and 
2  -  155MM  How  Bns,  Garrison  Troops  to  include  3  AAA  Bns 
Reinforced  (Army)  and  2  -  155MM  Gun  CD  Bns  (Army).  Shipping 
Available  about  D  -  40.    Troops  to  be  mounted  MARIANAS: 
1  AmTank  Bn,  2  AmTrac  Bns,  2  Tank  Cos.     Shipping  available 
about  D  -  12  .     3rd  MarDiv  (Reinforced)  will  be  held  in  area 
reserve  at  GUAM.     1  RCT  (Army)  will  be  staged  SAlPAN  about  1 
Jan  and  will  proceed  on  call  to  WORKMAN  for  garrison  duty*. 
Para.    After  operation  Fourth  and  5th  MarDivs  will  return  to 
MARIANAS  for  rehabilitation.    Para.    Garrison  aircraft  for 
WORKMAN:  3  Groups  VF  (Army),  2  Sqdns  VF  (N)   (Army),  1  Group 
VBH  (Army),  1  AWS  Co  (Army)  (Plus  1  additional  SCR  527), 
1  Sqdn  VMTB.    Para.     Island  Commander  will  be  Army  and 
COMGENPOA  will  provide  necessary  supplemental  garrison  forces 
not  specifically  indicated  above.     COMGENPOA,  C OMGENFMFP AC 
and  Navy  Type  Commanders  concerned  submit  by  25  October  to 
fullest  extent  practicable  specific  designations  units  to  be 
employed  DETACHMENT  including  Assault,  Defense,  Aviation, 
Construction  and  Service  Units.    Unit  designations  not  avail- 
able 25  October  will  be  submitted  earliest  practicable.  COM 
GENPOA  is  requested  to  nominate  a  general  officer  of  the  Army 
Air  Forces  as  Island  Commander.    All  units  will  be  furnished 
initial  supplies  by  agencies  in  area  from  which  mounted. 

. COMGENPOA 

CPTCP0A  to  C0M5TTTFLT,  C  0M5  THPHIBFOR ,  COMSET  VP  AC  /  Cor  ..IRP.iC . 

c  of.T]  i IB 3? ac  ,  cr;.r:r  5ttiptti bc orps  ,  c qmfmfpac  ,  cqmgenj 


lC,  CTF  9b,  COMF^DAREACE 


CTF  59,  G< 


& 


Info  COME 

CNO,  COMNOftPAC.  CINCffVPA,  MARC  ORPS,  COSTffSERVlWPACT 
C0M7THFLT ,  C0M3RDFLT ,  C OM AIRFKFPAC . 

~gop  Soorot.    Preliminary  warning  order.     Initiate  prepara- 
tions for  operation  ICEBERG  with  target  date  1  March  East 
Longitude  in  accordance  concept  CINCPOA  Joint  Staff  Study 
now  in  preparation.     Operation  will  be  commanded  by  Adm  R. 
A.  Spruanoe  with  Vice  Adm  R.K.  Turner  Commanding  Joint 


-  Continued  - 


237 


-gQP  SECRET  ■ 

OCTOBER  (GCT) 
09  2300     0INCP0A  to  COM5THFIT  ( CONT'D) 


DECLASSIFIED 


Expeditionary  Forces  and  Lt  Gen  S.  B.  Buckner  Commanding 
all  Expeditionary  Troops,    Troops  to  mount  out  for  operation 
include  an  Army  Corps  of  2  Army  Divisions  and  an  Amphibious 
Corps  of  3  Marine  Divisions.    1  Army  division  and  1  MarDiv 
will  be  held  in  area  reserve.    Corps  and  Divs  above  will  have 
normal  supporting  troops  all  to  be  designated  later.  Garrisor 
troops  will  consist  of  2  Army  Divs  (From  Assault  Forces)  6  AAi 
Gun  Bns  (Army),  3  AAA  AW  Bns  (Army),  2  AAA  s/L  Bns  (Army), 
2  AA  Bns  (Mar)  and  3  -  155MM  Seacoast  Bns  (Army).  Garrison 
aircraft  will  consist  of  4  groups  VMF,  2  Sqds  VMF  (N) ,  2  Sqds 
TOTB,  2  Sqds  VPH  (HL) ,  1  Sqdr  VD  (Army),  1  Sqdr  Photo  Recon, 
2  Grps  VBM  (Army),  2  Grps  VBH  (Army),  2  Sqdrs  VPB  (MS),  4 
Marine  AW  Sqdns.    Island  Commander  will  be  Army  and  C0MGEMP0A 
will  provide  necessary  supplemental  garrison  forces  not  speci- 
fically indicated  above.    Additional  details  to  complete 
Warning  Order  will  be  issued  by  later  dispatch. 

10  0330     CINCPOA  to  C0MM0RPAC. 

-qop  Soorot.    Please  amplify  your  072155  as  soon  as  practicable 
by  airmail  letter. 

10  1523Z  ARNOLD  to  NBSITZ  Info  MACAP.THUR . 

WARX  44163.     Top  Secret.     Operation  of  20th  Bomber  Command 
against  DIAPHRAGM  target  on  11th  October  has  been  postponed 
because  of  weather.    Now  plan  attacks  on  14th  and  16th 
October  against  same  targets. 

11  1957      COMGEMAAFFQA  to  CINCPOA  Info  CQMflEHTOA. 

TOr  SEOimiT  AAFPOA  1447      Look  at  radio  221045  FwdArea  to  Cincpoa,  radio 
040058  Cincpoa  to  ComFwdArea  and  Cincpoa  10051 3Z.    The  20th  Air  Force  has 
accepted  the  plan  to  dispose  the  313  Wing  on  TINIAN  and  the  314  Wing  on 
GUAM  in  conformity  with  these  dates  j    TINIAN  2  groups  1  Jan  2  groups  15 
Jan.    GUAM  2  groups  1  Feb  2  groups  1  April.    It  is  believed  that  in  order 
to  avoid  delay  and  to  insure  that  the  Forward  Area  and  Island  Commanders 
concerned  have  definite  instructions  to  meet  these  requirements  that 
radio  directives  are  necessary.    These  radio  directives  to  be  in  the 
nature  of  revisions  to  base  plans  requiring  earlier  completion  dates. 
Formal  confirmation  by  written  revision  of  base  plans  should  follow  and 
this  headquarters  will  prepare  the  necessary  detailed  request  for  revi- 
sion if  desired. 
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12  0127      C0M3RDFLT  to  CIHCPOA  Info  CCMAIRPAC,  CTF  58,  CTG  88.1 

gOP  ODOREE.    A  target  date  of  November  11  is  contemplated  for  HOTFOOT. 
For  avion  operation  it  is  highly  desireable  that  the  maximum  carrier 
strength  and  offensive  power  be  amassed  to  contend  with  the  probable 
enemy  air  concentrations  defending  the  EMPIRE.    Toward  this  end  the 
following  specific  recommendations  are  made"  "for  your  consideration: 

(1)  That  the  BUNKER  HILL  be  retained  for  the  operation  and  that  for 
such  her  complement  be  changed  to  100  VF.  That  by  retention  of  present 
fighters  and  exchange  of  other  planes  now  on  board  with  F6F»S  and 
pilots  from  replacements  in  MARS HALLS -MARIANAS .    Latter  to  be  accom- 
plished in  SAIPAN  not  later  than  November  4th  to  any  necessary  movement 
of  planes  YES  This  must  be  as  CVE'S  not  now  assigned  to  3rd  Fleet. 

(2)  That  -tiie  YORKTOWN  and  TICOKDEROOA  be  furnished  complements  of 
100  fighters  from  assigned  and  replacement  groups  in  lieu  of  their 
regular  groups  and  that  these  Bpips  J  in  TF  38  in  ULITHI-SAIPAN  Area 
by  4  November.  (3)  That  the  SARATOGA,  if  training  program  permits, 
be  permitted  to  join  TF  38  for  this  operation  and  provided  with  100 
fighters  from  any  available  source  using  Corsairs  if  necessary  or 
practicable.  Para.    With  such  projected  large  carrier  strength  it  is 
possible  that  some  CVL'S,  the  use  of  which  is  questionable  in  heavy 
seas  that  may  well  be  encountered  in  the  vicinity  of  the  target, 
oould  be  released  from  the  operation  and  their  fighters  used  to  assiBt 
in  making  possible  the  desired  complement  for  the  4  carriers  listed 
above.    However  I  would  prefer  this  source  of  fighters  not  be  used 
except  as  a  last  resport.  Para.    I  realize  the  above  will  entail  many 
difficulties  but  the  resultant  strnegtti  of  approximately  800  fighters 
and  400  bombers  is  considered  a  better  apportioning  of  types  for  use 
against  land  based  air  than  is  the  current  carrier  complement  which 

is  suited  primarily  for  use  against  the  enemy  fleet.    Future  objec- 
tives of  carrier  strikes  may  well  juetify  permanent  retention  of 
2  to  1  ratio  which  would  still  be  very  effective  against  "fee  Jap 
Fleet.    If  my  recommendations  receive  favorable  consideration  request 
you  take  appropriate  action  to  make  the  above  possible. 

12  0632      CINCSWPA  via  C0M7THFLT  to  CINCPOA,  COM3RDFLT,  CHIEF  OF  STAFF  WAR  DEFT, 
CINCSEAC,  COMGEN  CHINA  BURMA  INDIA,  COM GEN  USAAF. 

EOF  ODOftBI.    Cancel  and  file  our  message  XRG  126  TOO  061305Z  as  the 
the  following  is  a  paraphase  of  same.    Allied  Air  Forces  will  support 
operations  Southwest  Paoific  Area  Task  Foroes,  3rd  Fleet  and  Allied 
Naval  Foroes  in  the  above  operations  Para  Allied  Naval  Forces  will 
conduct  operations  consequent  to  the  above  seizure  of  objectives.  Para. 
Allied  Naval  and  Air  Foroes  will  as  preliminary  to  above  operations 
open  routes  for  shipping  through  SURIGAO  STRAIT  via  MINDANAO  SEA  - 
SULU  SEA  -  MINDORO  STRAITS  and  via  CAMOTES  SEA  -  VWY  -  YAK  SEA  - 
SI BUY AN  SEA  -  MINDORO  STRAITS.    Para  M2  (Contingent  Operation)  8th 
Army  will  seize  pas sees  through  the  mountains  in  the  vicinity  of 
TOGGLE  by  combined  overwater  movement  through  HIDROSIS  and  a  parachute 
drop  in  the  vicinity  of  TOGGLE.    Pass  one  division  to  the  control  of 
6th  Army  on  debouchment  from  the  mountain  passes*    Target  date  of 
H  day,  1-20  January  1945.    Major  units:  1  infantry  division,  1 
parachute  regimental  combat  team,  1  oavalry  regimental  combat 
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Para  Ml  (Main  Operation)  6th  Army  will  establish  a  beachhead  in  the 
SARTORIAL  Area,  destroy  hostile  forces  and  occupy  the  Central  WHITE- 
WASH-STEAM-ROLLER Area.    Establish  bases  as  later  directed  by  this 
headquarters  to  support  subsequent  operations;  complete  ooeupation 
of  WHITEWASH.    Target  date  for  S  Day,  20  December.    Major  units i 

5  infantry  division,  1  regimental  combat  team,  2  fighters  groups, 

1  medium  bomb  group,  1  marine  dive  bomb  group,  1  taotical  reconnaissance 
group.    Para  Operations:  LSi  (Preliminary  operation)  6th  Army  will 
occupy  southwestern  UBRRUE,  establish  control  of  sea  routes  through 
waters  of  INTEGER  and  establish  Naval  and  air  facilities  for  direot 
support  of  operations  in  "WHITEWASH.    (This  is  first  sentence  of  last 
paragraph).    Warning  instructions  Number  6,  this  headquarters,  being 
issued  this  date  for  the  seizure  and  oooupation  of  WHITEWASH  by 
Southwest  Pacific  Forces,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  naval  and 
air  facilities  to  support  future  operations.    Target  date  for  U  Day, 

6  December.    Major  Units i  1  parachute  infantry  oonbat  team,  1  infantry 
regimental  combat  team,  2  fighter  groups,  1  medium  bomb  group.  End 

of  paraphrase.    Signed  MAC ARTHUR . 


13  0338      COMgflDFLT  to  CTF  67,  CTG. 30.8  CTG  38.1,  CTF  59  Info  COMINCH,  CIMCPAC, 
COMCRUDIV  5,  CTF  387 

•gor  OBSBBS.    Warning  Order.    Present  intention  3rd  Fleet  conduct 
sustained  air  strikes  TOKYO  Area  Target  Date  11  November.    Will  re- 
quire employment  TF  38  reinforced  by  TICONDEROGA  YORK  TOWN  SARATOGA  if 
possible  and  Desron  47,  Crudiv  5  and  6  DD  now  assigned  CTF  67,  12  AO 
4  CVE  (Replacement)  3  CVE  (Escort)  and  escorts  from  TG  30.8  plus  2 
ATF  assigned  ComSeron  10.    TF  38  proceed  from  area  GAMBOL  other  units 
from  "ENIWETOK  on  or  about  6  November.    Details  of  departure  points 
route  and  schedule  in  Op-Order  to  be  issued  later.    Sustained  land 
based  air  strikes  on  BONINS  and  MARCUS  ISLANDS  prior  to  target  date 
will  also  be  required. 

13  0348      CINCPAC  to  COM  THIRD  FLEET  Info  CTF  38,  CTG  38.1  COMINCH  COMAIRPAC 
CTF  57.  ~ 

■TOP  SB&FSff-.    Your  120127  not  to  all.    Desirability  of  increasing  your 
fighter  strength  for  HOTFOOT  fully  appreciated.    The  maximum  that  oan 
be  done  without  impairing  the  readiness  of  the  fleet  for  subsequent 
operations  is  embodied  in  the  following  which  will  be  initiated  now. 
ABLE  will  send  by  escort  carriers  Fiteron  Four  with  fifty four  aircraft 
plus  additional  HellcatB  to  bring  Fiteron  Eight  up  to  total  of  fifty. 
Fiterons  Four  and  Eight  to  operate  from  BUNKER  HILL.    Bomb r on  and 
Torpron  Eight  to  be  returned  PEARL.    After  HOTFOOT  Fiteron  Four 
should  go  to  ESSEX  in  advance  of  remainder  group  Four.  BAKER 
T ICONDEROGA  and  YORKTOWN  will  be  equipped  with  fifty four  fighters 
each  prior  to  departure  PEARL.    CHARLIE  You  may  augment  the  Fiterons 
of  other  carriers  to  a  strength  not  to  exceed  f iftyfour  by  withdrawals 
from  escort  carriers  and  forward  area  pools  after  you  have  replaced 
losses  incurred  during  KING  TWO  recognising  that  depletion  of  fighters 
and  pilots  in  pipeline  and  pools  will  disrupt  replacements  for  about 
six  weeks  and  necessitate  accelerated  training  of  replacements  here. 
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Para.    I  do  not  approve  of  detaching  the  light  oarriers.  The 
operating  procedure  in  the  fast  carrier  task  group e  using  both 
CV  and  CVL  is  well  established  and  highly  successful  and  should 
not  be  subjected  to  radical  changes  at  this  time.    Para.  The 
foregoing  barring  interim  losses  will  give  you  eleven  CV  and 
ei^vt  CVL  with  approximately  825  fighters  235  dive  bombers  and 
250  torpedo  planes. 

13  2035      ADCOMNORPAC  to  CIHCPAC  Info  CTF  90,  CTF  91,  CCMFAIRWING  4.  C0MN0RPAC, 

CQMSUBPAC,  CTF  94.  ' 

~TflF  Sg&ftEg.    TF  94  will  bombard  MATSUWA  171240.    Request  air-surf aoe 
zone  be  established  between  Longitude  153  East  and  eastern  boundary  sub- 
marine patrol  zone  shown  Addendum  5  Cincpoa  SOP  1  from  latitude  47  N  to 
58-30  N  commencing  0  hours  15th  and  ending  12  hourB  October  20th*  All 
times  GCT. 

14  0445      CINCPOA  to  COM3RDFLT  Info  COMINCH,  COMAIRPAC,  C0H3ATPAC,  CCMCRUPAC,  COM- 

DESPAC,  CTF's  38,  57.  CTG's,  30.3 ,  30.9. 

TOP  BB6'RB».    Refer  warning  order  in  mydis  071255.    Following  ships 
assigned  you  for  duty  during  HOTFOOT:    CarDivs  1,  2,  3,  4,  5  less  BATAAN, 
6  less  BENNINGTON.    BatDivs  6,  7.  8  less  DIDIANA,  9.    CruDivs  4,  less 
INDIANAPOLIS,  6  less  SAN  FRANCISCO  plus  BOSTON,  11  less  SAN  JUAN  and 
FLINT,  13,  14  less  VICKSBDRG.    DesRons  6  less  CRAVEN.  46  lees  BRADFORD, 
47,  50,  52,  53,  55,  60  less  L0WRY,  61.    ANZI0  (Ex  CORAL  SEA)  ASW  group. 
Transport  CVE,  oilers,  Service  Force  unitB  and  their  escorts  as  pesently 
as signed  plus  CarDiv  29  less  MAKIN  ISLAND  escorted  by  DEWEY  (DD349) 
MOHAUKAN  (DD354)  C  F  AUSBURNE  (DD570)  DYSON  CDD572)  CONVERSE  (DD509)  and 
SPENCE  (DD512)  all  ETD  PEARL  25  October.    Para.    TICONDEROGA  escorted  by 
LANSDOWNE  (DD486)  LARDNER  (DD487)  depart  PEARL  about  18th.    YORK TOWN, 
NORTH  CAROLINA  and  DesRon  60  less  LOWRY  (DD770)  plus  COLLETT  (DD730)  and 
SAMUEL  N  MOORE  (DD747)  depart  PEARL  about  24th.    Para.    TF  57  will  con- 
tinue under  your  operational  control  during  HOTFOOT.    You  may  transfer 
CruDiv  5  and  escorts  to  TF  30  for  this  operation.    Para.    Urdis  130333. 
Target  date  of  11  November  approved  for  planning  purposes* 

14  2219      CIHCPAC  to  ALL  HOLDERS  35-S  POA  Info  COM  7TH  FLEET,  CTF  57,  CTF  59,  CQM- 
SUBPAC. 

SWSBt.    At  141808  CinC  Combined  issued  "Special  DesopOrder  8.  1.  Enemy 
striking  force  has  received  our  stinging  attack  and  is  retreating.  2. 
Shore  based  air  force  (s)  blank  and  Number  2  Diversion       Attack  Force 
carry  out  annihilation  operations  as  directed".    Comraent  by  Cincpac. 
Term  diversion  attack  force  not  confirmed  but  believed  good.    No  good 
information  on  strength  or  location  but  for  reasons  to  follow  estimated 
to  consist  of  carriers  and  surface  vessels  in  EMPIRE  area  probably  Car- 
Divs 3  and  4  possibly  including  CarDivs  1  and  5.    Believe  no  battleships 
in  EMPIRE.    Believe  maximum  of  cruiser  destroyer  strength  in  EMPIRE  to 
be  3  heavy  6  light  and  20  destroyers.    The  Number  2  Diversion  Attack 
Force  Comdr  set  Condition  2  same  day  Blue  striking  force  hit  OKINAWA 
hence  believed  EMPIRE  area.    Previously  number  1  Diversion  Attack  Force 
associated  with  SINGAPORE  MANILA  area.    Possibility  exists  of  recent 
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reorganization  Jap  surface  forces  may  make  above  deductions  non  applicable 
and  Japs  may  throw  all  available  air  and  surface  force  at  you.    At  141613 
Coradr  T  Force  reported  sinking  between  blank  and  8  blue  carriers  on  12th 
and  3 inking  between  3  and  5  blue  carriers  on  13th  suggesting  Jap  high  com- 
mand may  have  ordered  your  annihilation  based  on  exaggerated  reports  re- 
ceived.   Good  luck  to  you  all.  Nimitz. 

16  0149    C0M3RDFLT  to  CINCPAC,  COMINCH,  ALL  TFC'e  3RD  AND  7TH  FLEETS,  C0M7THFLT, 
CINCSOWESPSn  

TOP-sggRtX.    Cincpac  142219  not  to  all  am  disposing  all  forces  for  fleet 
action.    Except  for  todays  LUZON  strike  no  fast  carriers  will  be  available 
support  KING  2  until  further  notice.     CTG  38.4  report  LUZON  enemy  air  situ- 
ation direct  to  CinCSWPA  warliest  possible  info  others. 

15  0252    COM  3RD  FLT  to  CINCPAC,  COMINCH,  ALL  TASKF0RC0MS  3RD  AND  7TH  FLEET ,  COM 

TASKGROUP  50.5,  COMTASKGROUP  50.8,  COMTASKGROUP  30.5,  COM  7TH  FLT,  CXKCSO- 
WESPAC.  '  "   ■  ' 


-TOP  8ECBET- 
14  2219  (continued) 


■TOr  ODORK*.    Enemy  believes  we  are  greatly  reduced  beaten  and  retiring. 
Annihilation  attack  on  Blue  MR  expected.    I  intend  to  attack  in  strength. 
Para  General  Plan.    Expedite  fueling  all  carrier  groups.    Aa  fueling  com- 
pleted force  will  be  concentrated  toward  reference  position  Lat  22  North 
Long  128  East.    Task  Group  30.3  represent  beaten  remnant  of  3rd  Fleet  con- 
tinue retirement.    Orders  for  movements  and  disposition  by  separate  dis- 
patches.   HALSEY  in  NEW  JERSEY  with  Task  Group  38.2  is  OTC. 

15  0932    CINCFOA  to  COM  3RD  FLEET  Info  ALL  TAKS  FORCE  AND  GROUP  COMDRS  3RD  FLT,  COM- 
INCH,  COMSUBPAC,  CTF~7T:  _  

'  'TOP  OECRfi?.    Submarine  dispositions  are  being  made  as  follows.    BLACKFXN  in 
position  approximately  20-45  North  130-00  East  being  ordered  retire  eastward 
to  134-30  East  to  clear  your  concentration  point.    10  submarines  blocking 
LUZON  STRAIT  between  119  and  121  East.    2  submarines  in  approximate  position 
20-46  North  126-00  East  are  retiring  west  to  122-30  East  and  will  then  move 

2  sparine s^r^B^  "fe^^^^ubraarine  in  eaer^of  ABANDON 

ABLAZE  ABUSE  AND  ABDUCT.    3  submarines  off  southern  approaches  NAGASAKI- 
SASEBO.    3  guarding  BUNGO  SUIDO  and  2  guarding  southwest  approaches  TOKYO 
BAY. 

15  0301    CINCPAC  to  CINCSWPA  Info  COM  ALLIED  AIR  FORCES  SWPA,  C0M3RDFLT,  C0M7THFLT. 

"TOP  CBftRD?.  Mydis  142219.  Request  maximum  practicable  air  reconnaissance 
covering  exits  at  SURTGAO  and  SAN  BERNADINO  STRAITS  beginning  daylight  16 
Oetober  and  continuing  until  situation  clarifies. 

16  1230    CINCPAC  to  COMNAVGROUP  CHINA,  Info  C0M3RD  FLEET,  CINCSWPA,  COMINCH,  COMGEN 

AAF  POA.  "  "  


TOP'-SEORBg.  Request  you  arrange  daily  reconnaissance  of  SOUTH  CHINA  SEA 
north  of  CAMRANH  BAY- L INGAYEN  line  by  CHINA  based  air  for  purpose  of  detec 
ting  possible  movement  of  enemy  fleet  units  toward  area  in  which  3rd  Fleet 
now  operating.    Please  advise  extent  to  which  this  can  be  accomplished. 
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15  1755    COMNAVGROTJP  CHINA  to  CINCPAC. 


~TUF"ST5CRBS»    Your  151230.    Cincpac  inform  those  who  need  to  know.    14th  Air 
Force  undertaking  job  with  4  Liberators  daily. 

15  0651    CINCPOA  to  DEPCOM  2QTH  AIR  FORCE  Info  COMNAVGROUP  CHINA,  COMINCH,  C0M3BDFLT, 
COMSUBPAC,  CINCSWPA,  COM  7THFLT. 

My  142219  Com  3rd  Fife  150149  and  150252  not  to  all  adees  but  held  by 
Cominch  and  passed  to  you  by  hand.    Request  maximum  action  against  enemy  air 
force  in  FORMOSA  until  situation  clarifies. 


15  0736Z  DEPCOMAF  20  to  COMAF  20  Info  CINCPOA. 

— 'TOP  QDQIH3T'.    AAPPOA  1574    Cincpoa  requests  maximum  possible  action  against 
enemy  air  force  FORMOSA  until  situation  clears.    Recommend  for  this  period 
raimiaum  of  1  strike  each  day  even  at  expense  of  size  of  strike  force  rather 
than  infrequent  strikes  of  heavier  forces.    References  are  Cincpoa' s  142219, 
ContfrdFlVs  150149  and  150252  all  of  which  Cominch  has. 


16  11251  COM  ALLIED  AIR  FORCE  to  COM  5TH  AIRFORCE,  CINC  SOWESPAC,  CINCPAC,  COM  7TH 
FLT,  COM  3RD  FLT. 

AX  79225  SECRET.    Special  reconnaissance  orders:    (A)  Continue  special 

reoonnaTssanoe"  "of"  "SURIGAO  and  SAN  BERNADINO  STRAITS  until  this  area  effec- 
tively covered  by  regular  reconnaissance  of  search  plan  F  revised  (refer 
AAF  01  69  dated  2  October).  (B)  Immediately  and  progressively  activate 
MOROTAI  sectors  of  search  plan  F  revised.    Mission  to  cover  friendly  naval 
forces  operating  east  of  the  Philline  Day  search  sector  and  reporting  enemy 
fleet  movements  west  of  the  east  boundary  of  PHILIPPINES  which  effect  our 
forces.    Report  action  taken  and  time  searches  effective. 


16  0953    CCMNAVGPOUP  CHINA  to  CINCPAC  Info  CINC SOWESPAC,  C0M3RDFLT,  COMSUBPAC,  COMINCH 
CORTDIV  25. 

•TOP  ADORES1,    14th  Air  Force  changes  plan.    Refer  ourdls  161920.    Search  of 
SOUTH  CHINA  SEA  not  started  as  yet.    Plan  now  is  twice  daily  search  commenc- 
ing 1100  GOT  October  16  and  reported  every  12  hours  until  notified  to  stop. 
2  Liberators  will  make  complete  coverage  of  area  bounded  by  HAILING  ISLAND 
21-35  North  111-53  East-  CANRANH-LINGAYEN-HAILING  ISLAND.    Planes  will  use 
aircraft  code  CSQ  1270  (CQJ  authentioator  only.    Planes  will  broadcast  on 
5440  kilocycles  using  MCff.    Not  5640  kilocycles  voice.    No  bombs  carried. 
ComNavGroup  CHINA  guarding  new  frequency  both  at  CHUNGKING  and  KUNMING  and 
together  with  14th  Air  Force  will  do  all  possible  to  expediate  contact  re- 
ports to  Cincpoa.    Reason  for  delay  and  change  unknown  here. 

16  0342    CINCPOA  to  CINCSWPA  Info  COM  7TH  FLT,  COMINCH. 

■  TOW  OBORgg-.    Following  replies  to  lettered  queries  your  100743  (a)  57  DD's 
and  18  DE*s  will  be  increased  by  the  addition  of  9  DD  but  early  return  to 
POA  will  be  necessary  as  indicated  in  (C)  below  in  order  to  implement  DE- 
TACHMENT.    (B)  Allocation  herein  may  be  considered  final  except  insofar  as 
battle  damages  unanticipated  material  breakdowns  or  unforeseen  military 
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exigencies  may  introduce  unavoidable  changes.    CA*s  now  reduced  to  3  as 
indioated  my  101935  which  also  covers  temporary  release  CA's  to  Com3rdFlt 
for  HOTFOOT  during  interval  between  K-2  and  M-l.    CVE'  e  reduoed  to  18  as 
indicated  my  112018.    AKA's  reduced  to  19  due  to  reoent  material  deficiencies 
ALCHIBA.    APD  increased  to  17  by  inclusion  5  APD  Com inch  191317.    AGO  re- 
duced to  4  due  to  urgent  early,  requirement  for  1  in  connection  training  large 
number  new  ships  and  preparation  and  rehearsals  for  DETACHMENT.  Additional 
command  facilities  are  available  since  4  APA  assigned  you  CAMBRIA  FREMONT 
CAVALIER  and  LEONARD  WOOD  are  fully  equipped  RAGC  of  which  only  2  were 
previously  so  designated.    In  redeployment  schedule  which  follows  2  RAGC 
refer  to  CAMBRIA  and  FREMONT .     (c)    Datee  and  localities  of  release  of  as- 
sault shipping  to  POA  follows.    GUAM  4  January  13  APA  or  AP  1  LSV  1  RAGC  3 
LSD  6  AEA  or  AK  6  APD.    GUADALCANAL  20  January  10  APA  or  AP  3  APH  1  LSV  1 
RAGC  5  LSD  2  AGO  60  LST  15  LSM  5  APD.    LEYTE  25  January  29  APA  or  AP  1  LSV 
12  AKA  or  AK  2  AGO  60  LST  15  LSM  6  APD.    PEARL  20  February  for  overhaul  10 
APA  or  AP  1  AKA  or  AK  to  be  designated  later.    Dates  and  localities  of  re- 
lease of  fire  support  and  escort  ships  to  POA  follows.    ULITHI  30  Dec  7  OBB 
3  CA  2  CL  18  DD  18  LCI(G)  9  CVE  9  DD  9  DE.    GUAM  4  Jan  12  DD.    GUAM  11  Jan 
6  DMS.    GUADALCANAL  20  January  9  DD  6  PC  3  PCS  8  YMS.    LEYTE  25  Jan  9  DD  4 
DMS  plus  all  remaining  small  craft.    ULITHI  1  Feb  9  CVE  9  DD  12  DE.  This 
redeployment  should  permit  1  turn  around  of  at  least  2  transgroups  and  half 
of  LST's.    PART  2.    (d)  Current  temporary  assignment  of  SARANAC  ASHTABULA 
SUAMICO  WINOOSK I  SEVERN  and  AOG  KISHRAOKEE  continued.    Approximately  500,000 
barrels  fuel  will  be  available  ULITHI  for  replenishment  fleet  oiler b  listed 
above  to  meet  requirements  fire  support  group.    Cinopoa  will  provide  initial 
and  replacement  ammunition  for  Pac  Fleet  fire  support  groups  and  3rd  Fleet 
cowering  forces.    Ammunition  ships  will  be  routed  western  CAROLINES  and 
MARIANAS .    Disposition  you  desire  for  these  ammunition  ships  should  be 
arranged  direct  with  Com3rdFlt.    (E)  Auxiliary  vessels  for  repair  mainten- 
ance and  supply  of  all  POA  forces,  including  3rd  Fleet  and  those  temporarily 
assigned  7th  Fleet,  are  available  under  ComSeron  10  at  ULITHI  and  MANTIS. 
Any  special  dispositions  of  auxiliary  vessels  desired  should  be  arranged 
direct  with  8om3rd  Fleet.    (F)  22  LST  transporting  2  aide  load  pontoon 
assemblies  each  making  total  of  44.    This  replies  Com  7th  Fleet  080653.  (G) 
Negative  except  those  already  loaded  in  units  engaged  in  K-2.    Para.  Anti- 
cipate no  requirements  for  SVTPacif ic  forces  in  support  DETACHMENT  or  ICEBERG 
except  strategical  support  fp^shore  based  aircraft  which  will  be  made  the 
subject  of  later  communication  and  possible  redeployment  to  LEGUMINOUS  of  1 
Marine  medium  bombardment  group  and  2  Army  heavy  bomb  groups  in  the  event 
POA  A  my  Air  Forces  have  not  been  augmented  prior  to  target  date. 


17  0819    CCMNORFAC  to  CTF  94,  CINCPAC  Info  COMEUBPAC. 


Thio  is  TeP^SECgfiS  Refer  originators  132035.  Task  Force  94  bombardment  of 
MATSUWA  postponed  24  hours  account  unrestricted  visibility. 

17  1955  CINCPOA  to  COMINCH  Info  C0I.3TORPAC  60MGEKPOA 

TOP  QUCRIST'  Recommends  assignment  of  an  Army  Corps  Command 
and  Staff  to  conduct  preliminary  plans  and  be  available 
to  command  army  troops  KEELBLOCKS  or  similar  operations. 
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18  1851  CINCPOA  to  COM3RDFLT  Info  0OM5THFLT,  COM1STCARTASKFOR,  COM2N DCAR TASKFOR . 

TOP  SECRET.  Your  180756  best  target  data  available  for  Japanese  Empire, 
KrannJS, "FORMOSA,  LUZON  and  CHINA  COAST  will  be  delivered  carriers  prior 
operation  INDUCTION  in  support  of  Ml.    However  my  plans  for  INDUCTION  do 
not  invoke  entry  of  major  forces  into  the  EAST  CHINA  SEA. 

19  1836  COMNAVGR  CHINA  to  COMSUBPAC  info  CINCPAC. 

-gep  Secret.  For  DELAWARE  strike  scheduled  over  target  OMDRA  AIRCRAFT  FACTORY 
6e>00  GCT  October  25.    20th  Bomber  Command  requests  lifeguard  submarines  in 
following  priority  positions.    A  at  33-00  north  128-15  east.    B  at  32-30 
north  126-00  east.    C  at  32-00  north  129-00  east.    D  at  33-00  north  128-30 
east.    Flight  reference  point  DAN  JO  GUHTO  posit  32-00  north  128-21  east. 
Possibility  that  operations  will  extend  until  29  October. 

14  0348  C0M7THFLT  to  COMINCH,  CNO  Info  COMSPBSPAC,  CINCPOA,  COMSUBS  SWF A,  CTF  72, 
CINCSWPA. 

-TOP  SECKEfr  Very  deeply  regret  report  SEAWOLF  on  special  mission  eastern  SAMAR 
overdue  at  rendezvous  since  6  October.  Attendant  circumstances  are  such  that 
she  must  be  presumed  lost.    Departed  BRISBANE  21  September  via  SEEADLER  for 
special  mission  XWST  coast  SAMAR.    Last  transmission  from  SEAWOLF  reported  her 
position  as  01-35*  North  133-57  East  proceeding  in  established  safety  land  SOA 
13.5  knots  at  010544  GCT.    Eastbound  NARWHAL  reported  exchanging  calls  with 
westbound  SEAWOLF  in  safety  land  position  02-30  North  130-13  East.    This  last 
known  position  SEA  WOLF.    Repeated  messages  requiring  reply  HAVE  NOT  been 
answered.    Preliminary  report  of  incidents  probably  connected  with"  "loss  of 
SEAWQDF .    S HELTON  hit  by  submarine  torpedo  position  02-32  North  129-18  East 
at  030815  -I-  while  in  CVE  screen,    At  1255  -I-  carrier  plane  on  ASP  sighted 
sub  with  deck  awash  reported  position  2-30  North  129-17  East.    Sub  crash 
dived.    No  recognition  signal.    Plane  attacked.    2  bombs  120  feet  ahead  and 
slightly  to  starboard.    RICHARD  ROWELL  from  CVE  screen  proceeded  to  scene 
established  sound  contact  and  made  5  hedge  hog  PMOS  1  depth  charge  attack 
between  1315  and  1403  -I-.    ROWELL  reports  3  to~5"  hedge  hog  explosions  and 
small  amount  debris  plus  large  air  bubble  on  2nd  attack.     Between  1st  and  2nd 
attack  submarine  attempted  jam  DE  sound  contact  ROWELL  reports  signals  unre- 
lated to  effective  identification  signal.    Circumstances  indicate  possibility 
sub  attacked  was  enemy  sub  which  may  have  torpedoed  SEAWOLF  or  attack  was  made 
on  SEAWOLF.    Official  investigation  will  be  conducted. 

19  2215  CINCPOA  to  CINCSOWESPAC  Info  C  Ola  INCH,  COMGENPOA,  COMGENFMFPAC . 

TOP  OEQRHP-  A  broad  outline  referenoe  your  111356  and  my  130958  of  facilities 
-     desirable  in  EXCELSIOR  (PHILIPPINES)  to  support  future  operations  of  POA 
forces  follows.    The  desirable  timing  of  availability  of  this  support  and 
most  advantageous  divison  of  facilities  between  ACCUMULATION  (LEYTE)  and 
WHITEWASH  (LUZON)  is  still  under  study  and  will  be  presented  for  discussion 
at  pending  conference.    Para.    Summary  of  POA  needs.    A.    Supply  and  repair 
facilities  *ufficient  to  support  approximately  l/3  of  the  Pacific  Fleet.  B. 
Staging  areas  with  supply  and  repair  facilities  sufficient  to  support  and  mount 
out  1  corps,  of 3Warine  divisions  (depot  and  shop  troops  and  equipment  to  be 
furnished  by  FMFPao) .    C.  Staging  areas  and  supply  and  repair  facilities 
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sufficient  to  support  and  mount  out  2  Army  Corps  of  3  divisions  each.  D. 
Stockade  of  sufficient  supplies  and  equipment  to  maintain  above  Marine  and 
Array  units  on  a  future  major  objective  until  their  direct  support  from  the 
United  States  can  be  assured  estimated  to  require  60  days  supply  after  mount- 
ing out.    E.    Hospital  support  for  reoeption  and  temporary  retention  of  casu- 
alties incurred  in  operations  involving  above  forces.    Para.    The  extent  of 
assistance,  if  any,  which  you  will  need  from  POA  resources  to  effect  the  aug- 
mentation of  your  facilities  necessary  to  provide  the  above  support  should 
also  be  explored  at  the  pending  conference. 

19  2226    CINCPOA  to  COMGENFMFPAC  Info  COMINCH,  MARCORPS,  CflMPHIBSPAC.  C011FWDAREA  C0M- 
SOPAC,  C INCSWPA,  CQMGENFOA.   "  "  —  :  '■ — — 

"™"^f~¥^6Bgjt5^    Tentative  schedule  employment  and  rehabilitation  major 
FMF  units  is  as  follows i     On  completion  DETACHMENT  V  Amphibious  Corps  inclu- 
ding corps  troops  3rd  and  4th  MarDivs  will  be  returned  GUAM  for  rehabilitation 
and  5th  karDiv  to  SAIPAN.    On  completion  ICEBERG  III  Amphibious  Corps  inclu- 
ding corps  troops  1st  2d  and  6th  MarDivs  will  be  returned  GUADAL-RUSSE LLS  area 
for  rehabilitation  unless  staging  areas  have  become  available  in  the  PHILIP- 
PINES.   Para.    Urdis  080013  not  to  all.    Not  anticipated  that  major  PMP  units 
will  be  staged  in  Hawaiian  area  subsequent  to  mounting  for  DETACHMENT. 

21  11302  SULTAN  to  MACARTHUR  AND  RICHARDSON  FOR  N1MIT2  Info  MARSHALL  AND  ARNOLD. 

'  E°p  SHOREE*    CRAX-17462    In  order  best  to  assist  both  SWPA  and  POA  with  the 
limited  tonnage  available  to  this  theater  in  CHINA,  it  is' believed  desirable 
that  conferences  be  held  between  representatives  of  CBI  and  both  SWPA  and  POA. 
It  is  proposed  therefore,  that  a  small  group  of  about  6  officers,  representing 
theater  headquarters,  Army  Air  Forces  India  Burma  Sector,  20 th  Bomber  Command, 
14th  Air  force  and  India  China  Division  ATC  leave  this  theater  approximately 
November  1  and  proceed  to  HOLLAND IA  and/or  HONOLULU  for  necessary  staff  con- 
ferences.   The  exaot  purpose  of  the  conferences  would  be  to  determine  the 
aasistance  which  can  be  rendered  by  us  to  each  of  the  other  theaters.  The 
changing  tempo  of  operations  in  the  Pacific  as  well  as  actual  ohanges  of  tar- 
gets and  target  dates  make  advisable  some  revision  of  our  present  Pac-Aid 
plans.    Para.    Original  directive  WARX  23614  dated  April  16,  upon  which  Pac- 
Aid  was  based,  gave  prior  of  assistance  to  Nimits'u  FORMOSA  operation  and 
directed  such  assistance  to  MacArthur  as  would  not  interfere  with  the  support 
possible  for  Nimitz.    Our  desire  at  this  time  is  to  revise  our  stockpile 
accumulation  schedule  and  our  operational  schedules  to  permit  maximum  assis- 
tance to  both  theaters.    An  additional  subject  to  be  considered  is  the  devel- 
opment of  transport  route  from  PHILIPPINES  to  CHINA.    Para.    Can  we  have  your 
early  reply  as  toj    1st,  desirability  of  proposed  conferences ;  2nd,  location 
desired  by  respective  theaters;  3rd,  indication  as  to  whether  general  date 
indicated  above  is  satisfactory  to  you.    Para.    If  possible  desire  group  not 
leave  here  until  approximately  1  November  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  in- 
formation to  be  gathered  at  monthly  hump  tonnage  allocation  conference. 
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21  1852    CINCPAC  to  C0M3RDFLT  Info  CCMINCH,  CINCSWPA. 

— TOP  gElTffig»    Nimitz  to  Haleey    Info  King  and  Mac  Arthur 

Your  210454  and  210645  to  CinCSWPA-;    General  plan  and  tasks  assigned  by  my 
Op  Plan  8-44  continue  in  effect  and  restrictions  imposed  by  necessity  to 
cover  forces  of  the  Southwest  Pacific  are  accepted.    Para.    Movement  of 
major  units  of  the  3rd  Fleet  through  SURIGAO  or  SAN  BERNADINO  STRAITS  will 
not  be  initiated  without  orders  from  me.  Acknowledge.- 

21  0645    CCM3RDFLT  to  CINC  S  OWES  P  AC  Info  CINCPAC,  CTF  77,  CCMINCH,  CTF  38,  CTG  38.1 

■TOP  ■Sfj&8Bff»    For  MacArthur.    My  present  operations  in  etrategic  position 
to  meet  threat  of  enemy  fleet  forces  are  somewhat  restricted  by  necessity 
to  cover  your  transports  and  other  vulnerable  overseas  movements.  Would 
appreciate  early  advice  regarding  withdrawal  such  units  to  safe  positions. 
This  information  will  permit  me  execute  orderly  rearming  program  for  my 
groupB  and  at  same  time  give  me  more  freedom  for  further  offensive  action. 
Haleey. 

22  0517    CQM5RDFLT  to  CINCPAC  Info  CCMSEHVPAC.  OOMAIR  7THFLT  (LOGISTICS),  CTU  30.9.1, 

COfflAVBASE  MAKUB,  CTF  57,  CTF  38,  C0M7THFLT,  CTG  30.9. 

TOP  QEOREg-.    Cancel  my  092243.    Present  intention  send  2  carrier  groups  to 
ULITHI  25-29  October  and  2  groups  same  place  29-3  November.    Only  BUNKER 
HILL  and  2  destroyers  will  be  sent  MANTIS  in  immediate  future, 

21  2240    MACARTHUR  to  CCM5RD  FLEET  Info  CCMINOH,  CHIEF  OF  STAFF,  CINCPOA,  CTF  77,  CTF 
38,  CTG  58.1. 

TOP  DD0Rfl¥»    For  Admiral  Halsey  replying  his  210645.    Basic  plan  for  this 
operation  in  which  for  the  first  time  I  have  moved  bey on  my  own  land  based 
air  cover  was  predicated  upon  full  support  by  3rd  Fleet,    As  planned  every 
possible  measure  is  being  taken  to  expedite  the  installation  in  this  area  of 
land  based  air  forceB  but  pending  achievement  our  mass  of  shipping  is  subject 
during  this  critical  period  to  raiding  enemy  elements  both  air  and  Burfaoe. 
2  cruisers  al ready  have  been  damaged  by  air  attack  in  LEYTE  GULF,     I  consider 
that  your  mission  to  cover  this  operation  is  essential  and  paramount.  The 
method  by  which  you  fulfill  that  responsibility  rests  of  course  in  your  judge- 
ment.   You  will  be  kept  fully  informed  of  progress.    Withdrawal  of  our  ship- 
ping is  proceeding  according  to  plan.    This  despatch  was  prepared  211200. 
Transmission  delayed  due  radio  silence, 

21  1535    COM1N0H,  CNO  to  CINCPAC  Info  C0M3RDFLT. 

TOP~SE0RB?.  Desire  early  amplification  of  Com  3rd  Fleet  210454  as  to  nature 
of  operations  in  mind. 

22  0344    C0M5RDFLT  to  CINCPAC 

-gef-SECTffifr    Cominch  211535.    My  210454  was  exploratory  having  in  mind  (A) 
reported  widespread  movements  of  Jap  fleet  units.    ( B)  Paragraphs  3{A),  3(X) 
(1)  and  3(X)(2)  of  Cincpoa  OpPlan  8-44.    (C)  Undesirability  routing  oilers 
north  of  LUZON  at  present  and  (D)  Looking  ahead  to  the  carrier  operations 
preceding  and  supporting  SARTORIAL.    Your  211852  is  acknowledged. 
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22  0537    Cm°  BASrERH  FLEET  to  ADMIRALTY?  AUSTRALIAN  COMMONWEALTH  NAVAL  BOARD, 
MELBOURNE?  CINCPACt  CINC~SQ  ATLANTIC  STATION,  CAPETOWN}  COM  7TH  FLEET. 

TOT  3E0RBS.    Eastern  Fleet  dispoaition  signal  number  122  (A)  Battleship 8 
HMS  RENOWN  At  TRINCOMALEE  ( CEYLON)  BUS  HOKE  COLOMBO  RMS  QUEEN  ELIZABETH 
DURBAN  (B)  Aircraft  carriers  HMS  INDOMITABLE  HMS  UNICORN  HMS  ATHEL ING 
BMS  BATTLER  TRINCOMALEE  HfMS  VICTORIOUS  HAMS  ILLUSTRIOUS  at  sea  HMS  SHAH 
HMS  BEGUM  HMS  AMEER  HMS  ACTIVITY  AT  COLUMBO  (C)  8  inch  cruisers  HMS  LONDON 
HMS  CUMBERLAND  HMS  SUFFOLK  TRINCOMALEE  (D)  6  inch  cruisers  HMS  NIGERIA 
HMS  PHOEBE  TRINCOMALEE  HMS  CEYLON  DURBAN  D  S  TROMP  SYDNEY  HMS  GAMBIA  HMS 
KENYA  HMS  NEWCASTLE  at  sea  HMS  ACHILLES  at  BOMBAY . 

21  2240    CINCPOA  to  COM  GEN  ARMY  FORCES  CHINA- BURMA- INDIA  Info  COM INCH,  CINCSWPA. 

^TOP  Conour  in  conference  proposed  by  your  CRAI  17462  to  arranee 

for  support  from  CHINA  BURMA  INDIA  area  for  Pacific  Ooean  Areas  operations. 

21  0454    COM  3RD  FLEET  to  CTNCSOWEBPAC  Info  CINCPAC,  COMINCH,  CTF  77,  CTF  38,  CTG 
W7l        ~  ~  '  

TOP  OIjOR3£»  '  What  is  earliest  estimato  for  safe  route  to  SOUTH  CHINA 
SEA  via  SURIGAO  and  MIHDORO  STRATTS  for  (a)  well  escorted  fleet  oilers 
and  (B)  major  oombatant  ships.    CHINA  SEA  may  suddenly  become  a  critical 


area. 
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23  2330     C0M2ND  CARTASKFORPAC  to  COMINCH.  CINCPAC .  COMTKIRDFLT.  COM- 

FIFTH  FLT.  C0K15TCARTASKFQRCEPA.C . 

'This  TF-T0f>~9E0j»..  Para  1  Para.    After  being  subjected  to 
incessant  attack  on  this  Task  Group  from  diverse  bases  for 
more  than  48  hours,  during  which  it  was  necessary  to  handle 
VF  and  VF  only  at  top  speed,  the  following  facts  are  again, 
and  yet  again  confirmed  and  reaffirmed.  Para.  2  Para.  In 
this  kind  of  war  SB2C  non-util,  complicates  plane  handling, 
and  occupies  vital  space  which  should  go  to  invaluable  VF. 
It  is  urgently  recommended  that  by  flat  order  SB2C  on  CV's 
be  Immediately  replaced  by  VF,  Corsairs  preferred  to  catch 
Frans.    Use  SB2G  pilots  if  necessary,  2  hours  required. 
Para.  3  Para.    The  originator  knows:  A,  That  the  requisite 
planes  are  available.    B,  That  logistics  of  upkeep  are-* 
flexible  and  readily  adjustable.     C,  And  that  training  also 
is  underway,  though  training  is  no  great  problem;  and  fails 
to  apprehend  theory  in  persistent  opposition  tp  practical* 
experience.    Para.  4  Para.     Our  preparations  have  had  in 
mind  hitting  the  enemy  at  his  source  of  power.    The  time  is 
not  in  the  future.    Para.  5  Para.  Successful  HOTFOOT  certain 
if  so.  Para.  6  Para.    See  my  action  report  of  7  October  serial 
0015. 

24  0850    CINCPAC  to  CTF  57  info  CTF  59. 

"TOT  DISOIIBT^.    14  V  223  240443  and  similar  reports  indicate 
opportunities  to  sink  shipping, and  deny  needed  supplies  to 
enemy  bases  in  Nanpo  Shoto.    Give  high  priority  to  such 
opportunities  in  employment  of  long  range  aircraft  of  Task 
Force  59« 

24  1800    Com3RDFLT  to  COMINCH,  CINCPAC.  CINCSOWESPAC .  CTF  77,  ALL  TFC'S 
AM)  TGC'S  3RD  FLEET,  COM 7THFLTT  ' 

-J^^~tiSQr&^,    Night  snooper  contacted  enemy  carrier  force 
«  0205  I  (-9)  100  miles  north  in  2  groups  Lat.  17-10  Long.  125- 
30  and  Lat.  16-40  Long.  125-30  course  110  speed  15.  Own 
force  of  3  groups  concentrated. 

24  1836     CINCFOA  to  COM  SECOND  CARTASK  FOR  info  COMINCH.  C0M3RDFLEET . 
C 0M5THFLEET .  COMFIRSTCART ASKFOR . 

~q&P-S-BCRET»    Cancel  your  232330  which  was  improperly  addressed 
direct  to  higher  authority.    Resubmit  your  views  to  me  by 
letter  via  ComTHIRDFleet  and  ComAIrPao. 
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daylight  today  but  search  will  be  continued  assisted 
by  aircraft  tomorrow.    During  retirement  Coolbaugh  got 
what  is  believed  to  be  a  sure  kill  of  3ub  while  proceeding 
south  across  SiiEARWATER.     She  was  ordered  to  sit  on  her 
contact  throughout  the  night.    The  Sproston  also  had  good 
contact  and  has  similar  orders.    Sproston  shot  down  1 
night  raider  which  was  attempting  to  attack  Task  Unit 

No  estimate  of  total  aircraft  shot  down  can  be 
made  at  this  time  but  the  number  is  considerable.  Last 
strikes  of  day  were  with  enemy  on  westerly  courses  in 
SAN  BERNARDINO  STRAIT" .    This  action  and  that  of  th.4' 
preceding  night  in  which  a  strong  enemy  surface  force 
was  overwhelmingly  defeated  in  3URIGA0  STRAITS  by  the 
surface  units  of  the  ?TH  FLEET  under  Rear  Admiral  J.  B. 
Oldendorf  are  highlights  on  the  road  to  TOKYO.  Together 
they  constitute  the  battle  of  LEYTE  COLE. 

25  1317    C0M3RDELEET  to'  CIHCPAC  CINCSQWESPAC  CQM7THFLBET  COMINCH. 


That  there  be  no  misunderstanding  concerning  recent 
operations  of  the  THIRD  FLEET  I  inform  you  as  follows: 
To  obtain  information  of  JAP  plans  and.  movements  became 
vital  on  23  October  so  three  carrier  groups  were  moved 
into  PHILIPPINE  COAST  off  POLILLO,  SAN  BERNADINO  and 
.,'  SURIGAO  to  search  as  far  west  as  possible.     On  24  October 

the  THIRD  FLEET  searches  revealed  JAP  forces  moving  east 
through  the  SIBUYAN  and  SULU  SEAS  and  both  of  those  forces 
were  brought  under  attack  by  THIRD  FLEET  air  strikes.  The 
existence  of  a  JAP  plan  for  coordinated  attack  was  then 
apparent  but  the  objective  was  not  sure  and  the  expected 
carrier  force  was  missing  from  the  picture.    THIRD  FLEET 
carrier  searches  revealed  the  presence  of  the  enemy  carrier 
force  on  the  afternoon  of  24  October  completing  the  picture* 
To  statically  guard  SM  BERNADINO  STRAITS  until  enemy 
surface  and  carrier  air  attacks  could  be  coordinated  would 
have  been  childish  so  three  carrier  groups  were  concentrated 
during  the  night  and  started  north  for  a  surprise  dawn 
attack  on  the  enemy  carrier  fleet.    I  considered  that  the 
enemy  force  in  SIBUYAN  SEA  had  been  so  badly  damaged  that 
they  constituted  no  serious  threat  to  Kinkaid  and  that 
estimate  has  been  borne  out  by  the  events  of  the  25th  off 
STJRICAO.     The  enemy  carrier  force  was  caught  off  guard 
there  being  no  air  opposition  over  the  target  and  no  air 
attack  against  our  force.    Their  air  groups  were  apparently 
shore  based  and  arrive  too  late  to  land  on  their  carriers 
/  or  get  into  the  fight.     I  had  projected  surface  striking 

^  units  ahead  of  our  carriers  in  order  to  coordinate  surface 

and  air  attacks  against  the  enemy.     Com  7TH  FLEET'S  urgent 
appeals  for  help  came  at  a  time  when  the  enemy  force  was 
heavily  damaged  and  my  overwhelming  surface  striking  force 

<y  was  within  45  miles  of  the  enemy's  cripples.    I  had  no 

alternative  but  to  break  off  from  my  golden  opportunity  and 
head  south  to  support  Kinkaid  although  I  was  convinced  that 
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his  force  was  adequate  to  deal  with  an  enemy  force 
that  was  badly  weakened  by  our  attacks  of  the  24th  -  a 
conviction  justified  by  later  events  off  LEYTS.    I  wish 
to  point  out  that  MacArthur  and  Kinkaid  were  supported 
by  (A)  Destruction  of  1200  enemy  planes  between  10  and 
20  October  plus  much  shipping.     (B)  Air  attacks  against 
JAP  forces  in  the  StILU  SEA.     (C)  Crippling  of  enemy  force 
in  SlBUYAN  SEA.  (D)  Destruction  of  over  150  planes  on  24 
October.     (E)  Destruction  of  enemy  carrier  strength  on 
25  October.     (E)  Carrier  attacks  on  threatening  enemy 
force  off  LEYTE  25  October.     (G)  Surface  movements  evening 
25  October  to  cut  off  enemy  retreat  toward  SAW  BERNADINO. 
Para.    The  back  of  the  JAP  Navy  has  been  broken  in  the 
course  of  supporting  our  landings  at  LEYTE.  Halsey. 
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26  0631    CTF  77  to  COMINCH  info  CINCSWPA  GINCPOA  COH3RDFLT 

coi  jecpac  con7TH?i,T  cqpairpac. 

7,'ith  deepest  regret  I  report  the  loss  of  2  CVE's 
2  DD's  and  1  DE  plus  damage  to  other  ships  ndus 
battle  fought  to  the  eastward  of  3AMAR  on  2  KPVSMXGOEAW 
between  enemy  air  and  surface  forces  and  a  group  of 
16  CVE's  plus  DD  and  DS  escorts.    This  group  with  superb 
determination  and  skill  fought  and  defeated  a  strong 
enemy    surface  force  supported  by  repeated  attacks  by 
shore  based  enemy  aircraft.    They  struck  repeatedly  with 
all  means  at  their  disposal  until  the  enemy  retired 
defeated  and  continued  to  strike  his  retreating  forces 
until  darkness.    The  report  of  the  valliant  Commander 
of  thi3  gallant  group  Rear  Admiral  T.  L.  Sprague  is 
transmitted  herewith.     "CTG  77.4  Despatch  252000.  As 
a  result  of  todays  surface -and  air  actions  CTU  77.4.3 
reports  SAINT  L0  (Former  MIDWAY)  hit  by  dive  bomber 
EBWSIJTED  by  heavy  explosions  which  destroyed  ship. 
Gambier  Bay  Johnson  and  Roberts  missing  since  bombard- 
ment by  strong  enemy  force  believed  to  contain  4  BB 
8  CA  and  CL  7  or  more  DD  all  very  fast.    All  carrier 
groups  were  under  attack  throughout  the  day.  Santee 
received  torpedo  hit  and  suicide  crash  on  deck  which 
started  large  fire.    Suwanee  received  suicide  crash 
which  started  large  fire  and  penetrated  both  flight 
and  hangar  deck.     Sangamon  had  a  suicide  crash  along- 
side with  bomb  which  punctured  side  in  many  places. 
Fires  and  damage  were  brought  under  control  and  all 
vessels  continued  to  launch  S5XNUME  against  the  enemy 
force  till  sundown.    Vessels  of  Task  Unit  77.4.2  were 
INHIDJUP  to  late  afternoon  and  Task  Group  launched  a 
total  of  6  Heavy  strikes  armed  with  torpedoes  and  heavy 
bombs.    Northern  Group  Task  Unit  77.4.3  was  under  more 
or  less  continuous  fire  of  enemy  Battleships  Cruisers 
and  Aircraft  throughout  the  day.    All  surviving  carriers 
were  damaged.    White  Plains  Fanshaw  Bay  and  Kitkun  Bay 
got  fires  and  other  damage  under  control  and  continued 
to  launch  attacks  until  the  end  of  the  day.    Last  strikes 
from  all  ships  were  overtaken  by  darkness  and  many  landed 
on  LEYTE.     Damage  to  enemy  cannot  be  assessed  at  present 
but  known  damage  includes  4  torpedoes  in  BB  and  NATORI      •  .< 
class  Cruiser  stopped  and  set  afire  in  MINDANAO  SEA.  Off 
SAt.-L.-iR  at  least  2  BB  were  hit  by  torpedoes  and  1  CA  stopped 
dead.     DD  and  DE  of  screen  Task  Unit  77.4.3  made  a  gallant 
headon  attack  with  guns  and  torpedoes  when  the  carriers 
were  brought  under  fire  by  the  enemy  BB's.  Casualties 
of  3unk  and  missing  ships  cannot  be  estimated.    There  were 
40  dead  and  ^  critically  wounded  on  Santee.    1  dead  on 
Sangamon.     1  ueud  on  Powell.     Reports  from  other  Task  Units 
are  not  yet  available  *    Richard  S  Bull  and  Ever sole  were 
ordered  to  scene  of  sinkings  to  recover  survivors  reported 
in  the  water.    Report  of  sinkings  received  too  late  to  use 
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;3RDffLT  to  COMINCH,  GINCPAC  Info  COMSUBPAC .  CINCSOWESPAC . 
C0M7THFLT.  ALL  TFC'S  &  TGC T5  3RD  AM)  7TH  FLEETS.  CTF  777 

TOP  3 "EC RE?-,    The  pursuit  phase  of  the  battle  of  the 
western  Pacific  is  now  in  progress.    The  SIBUYAN  SEA 
force  is  under  unremitting  carrier  air  attack.  Task 
Group  34.5  is  patrolling  eastern  SAMAR  for  cripples. 
FEAF  reports  intent  to  strike  retreating  Nips  in  3ULU 
SEA  and  western  VTSAYAS.    And  those  that  escape  the 
surface  and  air  forces  are  submitted  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  the  implacable  submarines. 

26  0814    C0M3RKFLT  to  CINCPOA 

TOP  OEOIUiiT-.    In  order  to  replenish  carrier  force  at  TJLITHI 
while  at  same  time  maintaining  2  groups  at  sea,  and  in 
order  to  prepare  for  strenuous  induction  operations  re- 
commend for  HOTFOOT  target  date  17  November  and  not  later 
than  20  November,    Please  comment  on  my  assumption  that 
such  needed  upkeep  and  rehabilitation  schedules  may  be 
planned  without  committments  in  connection  with  support 
of  03  operation. 


26  1235 


C0M3RDFLT  to  CINCSOWESPAC  info  CTF  77.  CINCPAC,  COMINCH. 
CEP  38. 


-TOP  SECRET.  For  Mac Arthur.    2  carrier  groups  will  furnish 
support  at  LEYTE  27th.    After  17  days  of  fighting  the  fast 
carrier  force  is  virtually  out  of  bombs  torpedoes  and 
provisions  and  pilots  are  exhausted.    I  am  unable  to  provide 
any  extended  direct  air  support.    When  will  your  shore  based 
air  take  over  air  defense  at  the  objective.  Halsey 

26  1812    GINCPAC  to  C0M3RDFLT  info  COMINCH,  COMSERVPAC. 

-¥0P  -SECRET--.    Your  261235  reference  to  provisions  not  under- 
stood.   Report  approximate  average  number  days  supply  of  dry 
provisions  In  each  type  of  combatant  ship  in  company  with 
you  and  list  controlling  items  which  are  sufficiently  short 
to  affect  combat  operations. 

26  1809    CINCPOA  to  C0M3RDFLEET  info  CINCSWPA.  COMINCH.  C0M7THFLT . 

TOP  SECRET.    My  OpPlan  8-44  remains  in  effect.    Cover  and 
support  forces  of  the  southwest  pacific  until  otherwise 
directed  by  me. 

26  2354    CINCPOA  to  C0M3RDFLT  info  COMINCH.  CINCSWPA. 

-TOP  SECRJgg-.     Delay  in  HOTFOOT  your  260814  not  to  all  adees 
is  approved  and  will  be  announced.    Have  made  no  committ- 
ments for  your  support  of  SWPA  operations  between  INSURE  l 
and  INDUCTION  (K2  and  Ml)  2395 
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21  1905    ARNOLD  to  DEPCOMAF  20,  BOMCOM  21  Info  CINCFAC. 

WAR  50166    TOP  OEO-RBg,   Speaking  about  Harmons  tele  con  20-A 
paragraph  1    The  dates  proposed  for  SAN  ANTONIO  -1  and  SAN 
AM' ON 10  -2  are  accepted.    Paragraph  2    I  feel  strongly  that 
significant  results  on  this  initial  operation  can  be  obtained 
only  by  concentrating  the  entire  weight  of  the  joint  bombing 
effort  against  a  single  target  area.    I  am  equally  convinced 
that  this  concentration  must  be  directed  against  targets  in 
the  immediate  90.17  area.    It  is  desired  therefore  that  the 
primary  target  for  the  subject  operations  be  90.17.357. 
Secondary  target  should  be  port  facilities  at  90.17  and  the 
last  resort  target,  the  urban  area  at  90.17-    Paragraph  3. 
To  insure  the  maximum  effect  of  the  coordinated  operation, 
the  20th  Bomber  Command  is  being  directed  to  attack  90. 36- 
.1627  on  D  /  1  and  D/  3  under  both  the  preferred  and  alter- 
nate plan.    The  alternate  target  for  the  20th  Bomber  Command 
will  be  90*35.662.    In  case  of  weather  interference,  B-29?s 
from  CHINA  bases  will  attack  these  targets  on  the  1st  suc- 
ceeding day  on  which  weather  permits.    Both  of  these  attacks 
will  be  maximum  efforts.    Paragraph  4.    Detailed  plan  will 
be  submitted  through,  and  will  be  coordinated  by,  DepComAF 
20.     It  will  be  dispatched  to  arrive  this  headquarters  not 
later  than  1  November  current. 

23  0511    MACARTHUR  to  CTF  77  Info  COM  3D  FLT ,  CINCP0A .  ADY  ECH  SHQ 
ALLIED  NAVAL  FORCES" 

CX  19909.    ^ejSK  Secret-.    Anticipate  operation  into  DBIQUE 
1  to  5  December  with  land  based  pursuit  installed  5  days 
later  reference  Com  3d  Fleet  210494.    Please  advise  all 
addressees  estimated  date  SURIGAIO  STRAITS  and  other  passages 
will  be  cleared  for  traffic. 

26  1235    C0M3rdFLT  to  CINCSQWESPAC  Info  CTF  77;  CINCPAC;  COMINCH; 
CTF  38. 

TOP  GEQRE£.    For  MacArthur.    2  carrier  groups  will  furnish 
support  at  LEYTE  27th.    After  17  days  of  fighting  the  fast 
carrier  force  is  virtually  out  of  bombs  torpedoes  and  provi- 
sions and  pilots  are  exhausted.    I  am  unable  to  provide  any 
extended  direct  air  support.    When  will  your  shore  based  air 
take  over  air  defense  at  the  objective.  Halsey. 

26  0814    C0M3RDFLT  to  CINCPOA 

^TflP  SECRET-.    In  order  to  replenish  carrier  force  at  ULITHI 
while  at  same  time  maintaining  2  groups  at  sea,  and  in  order 
to  prepare  for  strenuous  INDUCTION  operations  recommend  for 
HOTFOOT  target  date  17  November  and  not  later  than  20  November 
Please  comment  on  my  assumption  that  such  needed  upkeep  and 
rehabilitation  schedules  may  be  planned  without  commitments 
in  connection  with  support  of  03  operation. 
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28  2242      CINCPOA  to  CINCS0WE3PAC  Info  COMINCH:  COM3RDFLT: 
COM7THFLTT  ~~   

Tor  OB0ni3g^    In  view  action  your  CAX  11404  which  gives 
your  shore  based  air  forces  the  mission  of  direct  air 
support  in  the  LEYTS - 3  AM  AR  area,  your  CZ  51126  which 
assigns  to  it  also  the  attack  of  all  land  targets  and 
prevents  3rd  Fleet  carrier  attacks  on  land  targets  in 
your  area  except  after  specific  coordination  with  your 
headquarters  and  also  the  lack  of  important  accessible 
naval  targets  in  your  area  and  absence  strong  naval 
threat  it  is  advisable  now  to  return  the  Fast  Carrier 
Task  Forces  to  their  advanced  base  in  order  that  they 
may  be  prepared  and  conduct  HOTFOOT  operation  which  is 
essential  equally  to  your  future  operations  and  mine. 
CouOrdFlt  is  hereby  authorized  to  reduce  covering  force 
to  1  Carrier  Task  Group.    Your  concurrence  is  requested 
in  the  withdrawal  of  the  other. 


29  0844      CINC3WPA  to  NIMITZ. 

>  Tor  JEGRS^     CA  91428      Your  282242  Concur. 

29  1628      CIKCPOA  to  C0M3RDFLT  Info  COMINGS;  CIKOSWPA. 

•TOr  ggeggfe    CinCSWPA  CA  91428.    Operation  INSURGENT 
completed.    Retire  Carrier  Task  Groups  to  advanced  bases 
at  discretion.    Para.    My  letter  of  instructions  00096 
of  18  August  continues  in  effect.    Consistent  therewith 
desire  maximum  upkeep  rest  and  logistic  replenishment  in 
preparation  for  HOTFOOT. 

27  1806      C0KINCH  info  CINCPAC 


•WMti^»3£.  WARX  51593  of  25  October  1944  originated 
by  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  and  addressed  to  the 
Commanding  Generals  14th  Air  Force,  Army  Air  Forces 
INDIA- BURMA  Sector,  USAF  CHINA-  BURMA-  IND I A  Forward 
Echelon  and  Theatre  Headquarters  and  Southeast  ASIA 
Command  is  passed  for  your  Top-Secret  Info.  Begins: 
2  Theatres  as  described  below  are  substituted  for  the 
CHINA- BURMA- IND I A  Theatre  which  is  abolished.  They 
are  the  CHINA  Theatre  and  the  INDIA  -BURMA  Theatre. 
The  Secretary  of  Wars  order  to  General  Stillwell  dated 
February  2,  1942  together  with  his  assignment  and  the 
Chief  of  Staffs  initial  letter  of  instructions  to  him 
of  the  same  date  and  subsequent  modifications  or 
supplements  thereto  which  are  in  conflict  herewith  are 
rescinded.    In  lieu  thereof  the  following  directive 
effective  this  date  is  issued  to  the  Commanding  General 
U.S.  Forces  CHINA  Theatre^and  to  the  Commanding  General 
U.S.  Forces  INDIA- BURMA  Theatre.  Para  A.    Directive  to 
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27  1806  (continued) 


Classified 


the  Commanding  General  U.S.  Forces  CHINA  Theatre.  1. 
Boundaries.    The  CHINA  Theatres  boundaries  include  INDO 
CHINA  and  the  mainland  of  CHINA  and  the  immediately 
adjacent  islands  such  as  HONGKONG  but  not  FORMOSA  or 
HAINAN.  2.  Command.    Except  as  you  may  agree  to  under 
Para  6  below  or  as  stated  in  Para  2B  below  all  U.S.  Forces 
within  the  geographic  boundaries  of  the  CHINA  Theatre  are 
under  your  command.    Separate  agreements  with  the  auth- 
orities concerned  will  define  your  control  over  Chinese 
and  other  *\llied  forces.  B.    Navy  Group  CHINA  Air  Trans- 
port Command  and  20th  Air  Force  are  examples  of  certain 
units  in  the  CHINA  Theatre  which  are  not  under  your  full 
control.    Directives  to  Commanding  General  U.S.  Army 
Forces  CHINA- BURMA- INDIA  show  their  status  which  will 
remain  unchanged  insofar  as  the  directives  are  applicable 
to  you  as  Commanding  General  U.S.  Forces  CHINA  Theatre. 
3-    Mission.     A.    With  respect  to  Chinese  Forces  your 
primary  mission  is  to  advise  and  assist  the  Generalissimo 
in  the  conduct  of  anti- Japanese  military  operations. 

B.  Carrying  out  air  operations  from  CHINA  is  your  primary 
mission  as  to  U.S.  combat  forces  under  your  command.  In 
addition  continue  assistance  to  the  Air  and  Group  Forces 
of  CHINA  in  training,  logistic  support  and  operations. 

C.  Except  for  the  protection  of  U.S.  lives  and  property 
U.S.  resources  will  not  be  employed  for  the  suppression 
of  civil  strife.    4.    Position  under  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment.   You  may  accept  the  position  of  Chief  of  Staff  to 
the  Generalissimo.     5.    Relation  to  the  INDIA- BURMA  and 
other  theaters.    To  the  extent  necessary  to  carry  out 
your  mission  you  will  coordinate  directly  with  the 
Commanding  General  U.S.  Forces  INDIA- BURMA  Theater  and 
with  other  force  and  theater  commanders.    Submit  your 
requirements  for  units  supplies  equipment  and  personnel 
through  the  Commanding  General  INDIA-BURMA  Theatre  to 
the  War  Department.    6.    Special  instructions.  Specific 
agreements  may  be  made  with  the  Commanding  General,  U.S. 
Forces  INDIA-BURMA  Theatre  if  desirable  to  facilitate 
accomplishment  of  your  mission  wherein  you  will  accept 
responsibility  for  certain  operations  or  installations 
within  his  theatre  or  wherein  he  will  accept  responsibility 
for  certain  installations  or  operations  within  your  theatre. 
Inform  the  War  Department.    7-    Allocation  of  U.S.  supplies. 
Tou  will  control  allocation  of  supplies  delivered  into 
CHINA  by  U.S.  facilities  within  the  priorities  set  up  by 
the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  and  inform  the  Commander  U.S. 
Forces  INDIA- BURMA  Theatre  as  to  projected  allocations. 
Para  B.    Directive  to  the  Commanding  General  U.S.  Forces 
INDIA- BURMA  Theatre.     1.     Boundaries  of  the  INDIA-BURMA 
Theatre  are  as  follows:    From  the  junction  of  the  60 
Meridian  with  the  Iranian  Coast  north  to  KEWMAN  exclusive 
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thence  to  ASHKHABAD  inclusive  thence  southeast  and  south 
along  the  northern  and  eastern  border  of  IRAN  to  the  INDIAN 
border.    From  this  point  along  the  boundary  between  INDIA 
and  AFGHANISTAN  to  the  boundary  of  CHINA  thence  east  and 
south  along  the  boundary  of  CHINA  to  INDO  CHINA  thence  south 
along  the  western  INDO  CHINA  border  to  the  gulf  of  SIAM  thence 
west  and  south  along  the  coast  of  THAILAND  and  the  MALAY 
Peninsula  to  SINGAPORE.    From  SINGAPORE  south  to  the  north 
coast  of  SUMATRA  thence  round  the  east  coast  of  SUMATRA 
(leaving  the  SUNDA  strait  to  the  eastward  of  the  line)  to  a 
point  on  the  coast  of  SUMATRA  at  longitude  104-00  east  thence 
south  to  latitude  08-00  south  thence  southeasterly  towards 
ONSLOW  AUSTRALIA  and  on  reaching  longitude  110-00  east  due 
south  along  that  meridian.    On  the  west  the  boundary  extends 
from  the  point  of  origin  southward  along  meridian  06-0-00  east 
to  ALBATROSS  Island  thence  southeast  to  exclude  RODRIQDEZ 
Island  and  thence  due  southward.    2.  A.  Command,    Except  as 
stated  in  para  2B  below  or  as  you  may  agree  to  under  para  6 
below  all  United  States  Army  Forces  within  the  geographic 
boundaries  of  the  INDIA  BURMA  theater  are  under  your  command. 
Separate  agreements  with  the  authorities  concerned  will 
define  your  control  over  over  CHINESE  or  forces  of  other 
nations.    B.    The  status  of  certain  units  in  the  INDIA  BURMA 
theatre  such  as  the  20th  Air  Force  and  the  Air  Transport 
Command  which  are  not  under  your  full  control  is  shown  in 
directives  to  the  Commanding  General  US  Army  Forces  CHINA 
BURMA  INDIA  and  will  remain  unchanged  insofar  as  the  dir- 
ectives are  applicable  to  you  as  Commanding  General  US  Forces 
INDIA  BURMA  theatre.     3.    Mission.    Support  of  the  CHINA 
theatre  in  carrying  out  its  mission  as  specified  in  a  above 
is  your  primary  mission.    Security  of  the  aia  route  to  CHINA 
and  the  establishment  maintenance  operation  and  security  of 
the  land  aove  of  C  to  CHINA  are  included  therein,    B.  Sup- 
port and  participate  in  the  operations  of  the  southeast  ASIA 
command  as  directed  by  the  Combined  Chiefs  of  Staff.  SACSEA 
will  have  operational  control  of  the  forces  involved  under 
your  command  for  this  purpose.     C.    You  will  be  responsible 
for  the  logistic  and  administrative  support  of  all  US  Army 
Forces  in  the  INDIA  BURMA  theatre  in  accordance  with  per*- 
tinent  existing  and  future  directives.    D.    Except  insofar 
as  necessary  to  protect  US  property  and  lives  do  not  employ 
US  resources  for  the  suppression  of  civil  strife.    4»  Your 
requirements  will  be  submitted  to  the  appropriate  agency  in 
INDIA  or  WASHINGTON  in  accordance  with  present  policies. 
Submit  to  the  War  Department  requirements  of  the  CHINA 
theatre  which  cannot  be  met  from  resources  available  to  you. 
These  will  be. separated  from  INDIA  BURMA  theater  requirements 
where  practicable.    5.    CHINA  and  other  theatres.    To  the 
extent  necessary  to  carry  out  your  mission  you  will  coord- 
inate directly  with  CinC  INDIA  Supreme  Allied  Commander 
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southeast  ASIA  command  and  the  Commanding  General  of  the 
CHINA  theatre.    The  INDIA  BURMA  theatre  must  serve  as  the 
communications  zone  for  the  CHINA  theatre  and  requisitions 
will  be  made  accordingly  by  the  Commanding  General  of  the 
CHINA  Theatre.     6.    Special  Instructions.    You  may  make 
specific  agreements  with  the  Commanding  General  U.S. 
Forces  CHINA  if  desirable  to  facilitate  the  accomplishment 
of  your  mission  wherein  you  will  accept  responsibility  for 
certain  operations  or  installations  within  the  geographic 
coundaries  of  his  theatre  or  wherein  he  will  accept  respon- 
sibility for  certain  installations  or  operations  within 
your  theatre.    You  will  keep  the  War  Department  informed. 


03  1241      SHERMAN  VIA  C0M7THFLT  to  NIMITZ  ja^^^ 


Personal  Sherman  to  Nimitz.    Top  Secret.    After  consulta- 
tion with  Admiral  Kinkaid  General  Sutherland  Kenney  and 
Chamberlin  find  general  agreement  on  following  facts. 

A.  Japanese  fields  captured  on  LSYTE  are  disappointing 
except  for  TACLOBAN  and  airfield  development  and  activa- 
tion will  be  about  2  weeks  slower  than  estimated  before 
landing.     Continued  adverse  weather  may  increase  delay. 

B.  There  are  now  nearly  100  Army  fighters  at  TACLOBAN 
and  will  be  150  by  7  November  which  will  saturate  that 
field.    C.    The  ability  of  the  Southwest  Pacific  Air 
Forces  to  accomplish  effectively  the  continuing  neutrali- 
zation of  LUZON  fields  (which  is  essential  to  the  security 
of  troops  and  shipping  at  LEYTE)  will  not  change  appreci- 
ably until  the  DULAG  strip  is  activated  between  15  and 

20  November  which  will  add  a  medium  bomber  group  and  a 
2nd  fighter  group  to  the  LE7TE  force.    Para.     In  my 
opinion  we  should  be  prepared  to  continue  strikes  on  enemy 
air  concentrations  on  LUZON  at  least  until  15  to  20  Nov- 
ember.   Moreover  the  success  of  the  MIND0R0  operation 
will  again  require  carrier  attacks  on  LUZON  airfields 
unless  that  operation  is  delayed  to  obtain  air  support 
from  LSYTE  whiih  will  in  turn  delay  LINGAYEN.  Complete 
control  of  the  air  will  be  essential  In  MIND0R0  operation. 
Para.    The  impression  is  general  that  delay  in  target  date 
for  LINGAYEN  is  inevitable.    Para.    Purpose  of  this  mes- 
sage is  to  advise  you  of  probable  necessity  considerable 
delay  in  HOTFOOT  and  clear  indications  that  circumstances 
will  require  more  protracted  support  of  PHILIPPINE  cam- 
paign by  3rd  Fleet  than  heretofore  conceded.    Para.  Gen- 
eral Kenney  informed  me  that  CinCSWPA  CX  51126  (271329) 
resulted  from  Com3rdFlt's  261235.    He  admitted  he  was  and 
is  unable  to  reach  LUZON  fields  from  which  enemy. is  now 
attacking  LEYTE. 
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06  2241     CINCPAC  to  COMINCH 

NIMITZ  to  KING  only.    Top  Secret.    For  your  information 
I  am  in  receipt  of  fbllowing  from  Sherman  quote  040900 
at  a  meeting  today  between  Kinkaid  Sutherland  Wilkinson 
and  Chamberlain  which  I  attended  it  was  definitely  agreed 
that  in  Ml  the  Joint  Expeditionary  Force  will  approach 
through  the  VI3AYAS  and  MIND0R0  STRAIT.    General  Mac- 
Arthur  has  already  approved  this.    Unquote..  Paragraph. 
New  Subject.     In  present  circumstances  I  withhold  any 
recommendation  as  to  movement  mentioned  in  paragraph  4 
JCS  032255Z  (WARX  40782). 


04  1105     COMINCH  info  CINCPAC 


■Tt3p-&ee^.    Reencypherment  ALUSL0  COLOMBO  021100.  "For 
Admiral  King  from  Capt.  'Wheeler.    Referring  our  conversa- 
tion Admiral  Mountbatten  informed  me  at  luncheon  yester- 
day that  present  plans  envisage  occupation  AKYAB  or 
VICTORIA  POINT  and  HASTINGS  BAY  on  dates  given  in 
following  dispatch." 


021155      ALUSLO  COLOMBO  to  COMINCH  Info  CINCPAC 


Top-Soorot.    For  Admiral  King  from  Captain  vVheeler.  1st 
operation  mentioned  my  1100  2nd  scheduled  for  15  January. 
2nd  operation  15  March.     For  latter  preference  is  now 
being  given  to  1st  alternative  in  reference  despatch. 

31  2149    COMINCH  to  CINCPOA  Info  C0MN0RPAC.  COMF AIR WING  4.  CG  11th 
AIR  FORCE . 


TOP  JSCTlS?-.    The  following  message  is  from  the  Joint 
Chiefs  of  Staff.     2  communications  have  been  received 
from  the  Soviet  government  requesting  that  urgent  measures 
be  taken  to  put  an  end  to  the  violations  by  American  planes 
operating  against  KURILES  of  the  Soviet  state  borders  and 
territorial  waters,  including  attacks  on  Soviet  shipping, 
in  the  KAMCHATKA- KOMAND ORSKEE  region.    The  substance  of 
the  information  contained  in  one  of  these  requests  made 
through  the  US  Military  Mission,  Moscow,  has  already  been 
communicated  to  Cincpoa  and  ComNorPac  (Cominch  301550  not 
to  all  refers).    The  other  request,  dated  29  September, 
was  received  by  the  State  Department  through  the  Soviet 
Embassy,  Washington.    In  support  of  these  requests  the 
Soviet  government  cites  105  violations  between  January 
and  August  1944,  inclusive.    90  of  these  are  stated  to 
have  taken  place  in  the  regions  of  the  KAMCHATKA  PENINSULA 
and  the  KOMANDORSKIE  ISLANDS .    In  1  week,  14-21  September, 
13  American  planes  are  said  to  have  violated  to  Soviet 
border.    In  addition  to  flights  over  Soviet  territory, 
it  is  stated  that  there  have  been  a  number  of  incidents 
where  US  planes  have  dropped  bombs  on  KAMCHATKA  or  in 
Soviet  territorial  wat jeers.     1  incident  is  cited  when  an 
American  plane  machine-gunned  a  Soviet  patrol  vess^  in 
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the  1st  KURILE  STRAIT .    Para.    The  difficult  conditions 
under  which  operations  against  the  KURILES  are  carried 
outdare  fully  appreciated.    However,  the  Joint  Chiefs 
of  Staff  direct  that  the  commanders  concerned  take  all 
practicable  additional  measures  to  avoid  further  viola- 
tions of  the  kind  referred  to. 

10  og35Z    ADVGHQ,  SWPA  KAGARTHUR  to  CINCPOA  Info  GHQ,  S.VPA  HOLLANDIA 

TOP  3I3  3RET.     CAX  11594    In  view  of  current  developments 
which  have  changed  some  aspects  of  the  situation  it  is 
requested  that  if  possible  the  77th  division  be  diverted 
to  TACLOBAN  area  where  it  will  be  available  to  join  its 
Corps  if  required  and  at  any  rate  will  be  in  advanced 
staging  area. 

CINCPOA  to  CINOSWPA  ( ADV  BHQ,  3WPA)  Info  GHQ,  SWPA  ( HOLL -IN- 
DIA)  .   COIviGENPOA.  CQM30PAJ,  COMIKJH  

-Top  JooroU    Urdis  100835  affirmative.     Ships  being 
diverted  to  MANUS  to  await  your  orders.    Troops  are  not 
combat  loaded  and  are  accompanied  only  by  organizational 
and  personal  equipment  plus  3  days  emergency  rations  and 
ammunition  ordinarily  carried  on  person.  Operational 
control  of  77th  InfDiv  passes  to  CinCSWPA  on  arrival 
ships  MANU3. 


10  2013 


31  0032      CINCPOA  to  C OHGENAAFPO A  Info  COMGENPOA 

-ooore-U    Recommendations  your  Top  Secret  letter  24  Oct 
concenning  deployment  5  additional  Army  fighter  groups  in 
POA.     A  and  B.    Myser  000131  of  25  October  and  mydis  09- 
2300  will  be  revised  to  call  for  substitution  of  1  Army 
fighter  group  for  the  4th  VHF  groups  required  for  aviation 
garrison  LEGUMINOUS  during  Phase  I  and  for  2  additional 
Army  fighter  groups  during  Phase  II  to  base  on  additional 
strip  to  be  constructed  on  LEGUMINOUS.    4th  group  depend- 
ing on  tactical  situation  and  other  developments  which 
cannot  now  be  foreseen  may  be  deployed  at  WORKMAN,  ^eld 
in  immediate  reserve  at  SAIPAN  or  in  area  reserve  on  0AHU. 
C  D  and  E  concur.    F.     Concur  in  proposed  dispatch.  Air- 
craft types  should  be  whichever  you  consider  most  desirable 
in  view  foregoing.    Para.    Meeting  foregoing  BETACHM5NT 
and  ICEBERG  fighter  group  movement  schedules  will  require 
lift  of  at  least  part  of  the  fi  liters  by  CVE.    The  avail- 
ability of  this  lift  is  not  yet  firm  and  cannot  be  assured 
in  full.    Request  that  you  submit  at  earliest  date  practi- 
cable firm  dates  on  which  fighters  for  15th  and  21st  groups 
will  be  available  on  V/est  Coast  in  CVE  lots. 

01  0833       COMGENPOA  to  MARSHALL  Info  COMGEN  AAFPOA  CINCPOA  COMGEN  AAF 

RI  37824  Top  Secret  Cincpoa  has  approved  a  plan  for  the 
employment  of  3  P-51  §  groups  in  DETACHMENT ;  3  P-47  N  groups 
in  ICEBERG;  1  P-47  N  group  either  at  WORKMAN,  or  hel|.  in 
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in  immediate  reserve  at  SAIPAN,  or  in  area  reserve  at 
OAHU,  depending  ontactical  situation  and  other  unforeseen 
developments;  and  1  P-47  D  group  in  OAHU  to  meet  minimum 
requirement  for  Hawaiian  defense  accordingly  this  radio 
confirms  the  requirements  for  combat  units  described  in 
Top  Secret  AAFPOA  1864  and  for  revised  dates  of  service 
groups  special  described  in  Topsecret  AAFPOA  1871.  The 
readiness  dates  however  though  indicating  a  probibly  time 
of  departure  from  the  States,  are  not  to  be  interpreted 
as  indicated  a  schedule  of  employment  in  the  f orward  a rea . 
Employment  will  be  governed  entirely  by  the  progress  of 
operations  and  the  theaters  ability  to  develop  suitable 
bases.    Reference  your  radio  V/ARX  54149,  1  P-47  D  group 
is  required  in  current  state  of  training  without  aircraft 
with  readiness  date  of  15  December.     Assume  you  have 
secured  General  Richardsons  concurrence  in  accordance  with 
Sigsaly  between  OPD  and  General  Ruffner  29  October  44 
and  31  October  44.    Unit  will  be  accepted  with  whatever 
equipment  can  be  furnished  as  of  the  15  December  readi- 
ness date,  the  balance  of  equipment  to  follow  as  available 
Initial  shortages  are  available  here  and  will  be  furnished 
from  theater  stocks  until  balahcecof  equipment  arrives. 


11  0233       CINCPOA  to  CINCSV.TA,  ADV  ECH ,   CTF  57.   C0MAAFP0A  Info 
CTF  59  CTG  57.14,   CTG  59.6  COKIKCH 


■TOr  SECRET-.     CINCSWPA  051316.     Concur.     CTF  57  designate 
appropriate  commander  FULLCRY  to  arrange  details.  Re- 
maining 2  squadrons  454  bomb  group  will  depart  OAHU  to 
arrive  FULLCRY  November  20. 


R-39147  Top  secret.  Reference  Cincpoa  dispatch  101944 
concur  in  CinCSWFA  100835  November  this  year. 


13  0901       CINCPAC  to  00MINCH  Info  C0M3RDFLT  00K5THFLT  CINCS7/PA 

co?:7t:iflt 


TOP  CECR29-.     The  enemy  has  chosen  to  make  a  strong  fight 
for  the  PHILIPPINES .    He  has  already  used  all  available 
naval  strength  with  results  favorable  to  us.    He  is  moving 
additional  troops  into  LEYTE  which  has  given  and  will 
continue  to  give  us  opportunities  to  strike  his  naval 
and  merchant  shipping  with  results  favorable  to  us.  Addi- 
tionally he  is  committing  much  of  his  total  air  strength 
which  gives  us  an  apportunity  to  inflict  severe  attrition 
on  his  air  forces  but  not  without  some  losses  of  our  own 
ships  and  aircraft  and  heavy  demands  on  the  endurance  of 
our  personnel  and  material.    Para.    It  is  necessary  that 
the  Pacific  Fleet  continue  to  attack  the  enemy  air  forces 
in  LUZON  until  MacArthurs  air  forces  are  established  in 
LEYTE  in  strength  or  the  enemy  slows  down  his  present 
rate  of  reinforcement.    Meanwhile  damaged  ships  must  be 
repaired  and  opportunity  must  be  made  for  maintenance 
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logistic  replenishment  and  rest  of  personnel,  Para. 
Accordingly  I  am  proceeding  with  return  of  ships  for  re- 
pair and  overhaul  with  a  view  of  ensuring  readiness  for 
INDUCTION  DETACHMENT  ICEBERG  and  other  necessary  opera- 
tions.   I  have  also  deferred  HOTFOOT  until  an  opportunity 
arises  to  conduct  that  operation  without  undue  delay  in 
the  overall  campaign  and  without  undue  exposure  of  other 
forces  already  committed  to  action  in  circumstances  which 
require  that  they  be  covered  and  supported. 

13  1550      COMINCH  CNO  to  CINCPAC 

*" — Tup— Serrnrt-  Tour  130901  approved. 

!3  0113       S0M7TKFIT  to  CINCSWPA  Info  COMINCH  CINCPOA  C0M3RDFLEET 

5>op  OetHP**.    References  contained  Cincpoa  120905  not  held. 
For  information  RAAF  intend  aerial  mining  BRUNEI  BAY  with 
target  dates  9th  15th  and  18th  all  November.    Have  no 
information  as  to  completion  operations  on  9th.  Will 
advise  you  when  known. 

!3  0248      CINCS.VPA  to  CINCFOA  Info  C0H3RDLFEET.  C0M7THFLEET.  COMINCH 

CAS  11620    Top  9mnm.    Halsey's  110249  and  110409*( ♦pro- 
bably 110406*)  not  received.    This  replies  to  your  120905. 
As  a  general  proposition  I  agree  thoroughly  with  desira- 
bility of  such  strikes  as  BRUNEI.    However  the  completion 
of  strategic  situation  has  changed.    It  is  now  evident 
that  the  enemy  has  decided  to  make  a  decisive  stand  in 
western  LEYTE  in  order  to  delay  our  further  advance  in  the 
PHILIPPINES  thereby  gaining  time  for  preparation  for  the 
defense  of  LUZON.    Army  air  strength  in  LEYTE  is  not  now 
mifficient  to  neutralize  enemy  air  bases  in  PHILIPPINES 
and  until  that  air  strength  is  sufficient  to  neutralize 
those  air  bases  I  consider  the  support  of  fast  carriers 
essential.    Present  estimate  of  date  when  fast  carrier 
support  can  be  dispensed  with  is  dependent  upon  incidents 
of  campaign.    Fields  on  LEYTE  are  expected  to  be  in, full 
operative  conditions  for  ground  air  by  first  week  in  Decem- 
ber.   However  even  then  carrier  air  may  be  necessary  to 
supplement  it.    Request  3rd  Fleet  continue  for  present  to 
strike  LUZON  and  VIS AY AN  air  and  any  shipping  threatening 
LEYTE  operation.    Will  keep  you  advised. 

130918        CINCPOA  to  CINCSWPA  C0M3RDFLT  Info  COMINCH  C0M7THFLT 

— Top  .ioor-ofe.     In  view  MacArthurs  CAX  11620  cancel  1st 
paragraph  of  my  120905.    See  my  130901  also. 
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13  0343      CINCPOA  to  COM  TOP  AREA  Info  CTF  95  CTG  57.14  CTG  59.6 

— Top-Soore-t .  In  view  ultra  Indications  intended  Japanese 
use  of  W0LEAI  in  near  future  for  operation  of  undetermined 
nature  strike  V70LEAI  as  soon  as  practicable. 

12  1904      FIRST  SEA  LORD  ( PERSONAL )  to  BRITISH  ADMIRALTY  Info 

COMINCH  CINCPAC 

Tup  3eci'c^.    This  is  Admiralty  110146Z.    You  have  no 
doubt  already  been  irformed  by  Admiral  Somerville  of  the 
strength  and'  composition  of  the  British  Fleet  which  will 
arrive  in  the  Pacific  in  January  and  build  up  during  the 
1st  6 .months  of  1945.    Admiral  Fraser  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  British  Pacific  Fleet  will  visit  Australia 
in  near  future  to  discuss  administrative  arrangements 
with  Australian  authorities.    To  make  the  best  arrange- 
ments regarding  a  forward  base  for  his  fleet  and  for  op- 
erating in  the  best  way  in  support  of  the  United  States 
Pacific  Fleet  I  suggest  that  Admiral  Fraser  should  visit 
Admiral  Nimitz  about  mid-December  at  Pearl  Harbor  and 
discuss  all  relevant  questions.    If  you  agree  it  is  re- 
quested that  you  will  inform  Admiral  Nimitz  of  the  strengtl 
and  build  up  of  the  British  Pacific  Fleet  and  ask  him  if 
Admiral  Fraser' s  visit  will  be  convenient.    I  will  then 
instruct  Admiral  Fraser  to  make  detailed  arrangements 
direct  with  Admiral  Nimitz. 

121915        ADMIRALTY  to  BAD,  ACNB.  NZNB.  NSHQ..  CINCEF ,  CINCMED  Info 
CINC  HF  CINCPAC 

This  is  a  reencipherment  of  Admiralty  101700A.  "Admiralty 
message  012006.    The  following  flag  appointments  have  or 
will  be  made:     Admiral  Fraser  to  be  Commander  in.  Chief 
British  Pacific  Fleet.    Vice  Admiral  Power  to  be  Commander 
in  Chief,  East  Indies  Station.    Vice  Admiral  Rawlings  to  \ 
be  second  in  command  British  Pacific  Fleet.  Acting 
Vice  Admiral  Daniel  to  be  Vice  Admiral  Kueen),  British 
Pacific  Fleet  with  headouarters  at  MELBOURNE.  Rear 
Admiral  Vian  to  be  flag  officer  carrier  force,  British 
Pacific  Fleet.    Rear  Admiral  Fisher  to  be  Rear  Admiral 
Fleet  Train,  British  Pacific  Fleet.    Rear  Admiral  Portal 
to  be  FOKAS  AUSTRALIA . 

13  0148      COM  3RD  FLT  to  CINCPAC  Info  CTF  57  CTG  57.14  AT COM  ULITHI 

CTC-  30.9 


Insofar  as  3rd  Fleet  is  concerned  do  not  now  foresee  any 
immediate  use  for  NGULU. 

: 

10  0215       C0M3RDFLT  to  CIKC80V/SSPAC  Info  CINCPAC.  C0K7TKFLT  CTF  38 
JTG  38.3  COI.:  FAR  EAST  AIR  FORCE 

Suggest  carrier  groups  be  authorized  strike  enemy 
shipping  in  VI 3  AY  AS  November  11th.    Advise.         24  0^ 


TOP  SEORffK 


NOVEMBER  (OCT)  "^UWdlrlED 

10  1103      ADV  GHg,  SWPA  MACARTHUR  to  COM  3RD  FLT  Info  CINCPAC ,  CTF  38 
CTG  38. 4,  GHg,  3  ATA,  COM  7TH  FLT ,  CQIlFEAF 


CAX  11596    TU]j  Srro^e^.     Concur  your  100215.    Request  you 
strike  at  discretion  any  target  afloat  in  Visayan  or 
Luzon  waters.    See  my  100824  not  to  all  addressees. 


'-'Top  Sooro-t.    For  Nimitz.    Your  052230  recent  Nip  activi- 
ties point  strongly  toward  likelihood  of  (A)  continued 
reenf orcement  of  air  strength  in  LUZON  (B)  Use  of  rem- 
mants  of  1st  diversion  attack  force  in  some  manner  con- 
nection enemy  amphibious  movements  (C)  continued  shipping 
movements  to  and  from  MANILA  (D)  troop  convoy  movements  in 
Central  Philippines.    All  such  operations  are  best  coun- 
tered by  fast  carrier  strikes  and  (A)  cannot  be  neutralized 
by  any  other  means  at  present.    I  therefore  recommend  (1) 
that  HOTFOOT  be  postponed  until  after  INDUCTION  and  (2) 
that  3rd  Fleet  continue  operations  in  support  of  Mac Ar- 
thur conducting  useful  and  necessary  strikes  and  taking 
all  possible  advantage  of  opportunities  to  improve  mater- 
ial readiness  and  prepare  for  a  strenuous  INDUCTION. 
Halsey . 


12  0905       CINCPOA  to  C0M3RDFLT  CINCS.7TAC  Info  COIgNCH  C0K7THFLT 


•S'Or      CKST*.     I  am  in  general  accord  with  views  expressed 
Halseys  110249.    Ref  his  110406  concur  after  15th  if 
CinCSWPAC  feels  that  he  then  has  sufficient  air  strength 
in  LSYTE  to  permit  fast  carriers  withdrawal  as  far  as 
CELEBES  SEA  and  if  aerial  reconnaissance  indicates  pro- 
fitable naval  targets  then  at  BRUNEI.    If  General  ^ac-  . 
Arthur  agrees  on  desirability  BRUNEI  strike  request  he 
inform  Halsey  and  me  and  that  Halsey  arrange  details 
directly  with  CinCSWPac  keeping  me  advised.  Paragraph 
In  supporting  MacArthur  Halsey  is  directed  to  give  full 
consideration  to  necessity  for  providing  suitable  rest 
for  crews  and  for  maintaining  material  readiness  of  air- 
craft and  ships  of  all  types  not  only  for  current  opera- 
tions but  for  the  entire  PHILIPPINES  campaign  as  well  as 
other  operations  including  DETACHMENT  and  ICEBERG. 


For  Nimitz.    Top  Jocro*.     BRUNEI  BAY  can  be  reached  from 
carriers  In  Western  CELEBES  SEA.    Potential  jackpot  is 
surpfise  can  be  achieved  -  and  I  believe  it  can.  Recom- 
mend obtaining  Mac Arthur* s  concurrence  with  understanding 
that  operation  would  be  undertaken  with  MacArthur' s  speci- 
fic approval  at  tame  propifcifcus otime  with  reference  to 
the  commitment  of  keeping  LUZON  air  neutralized.  Halsey. 


11  0249 


C0M3RDFLT  to  CINCPOA 


11  0406 


COM  3RD  FLT  to  CINCPOA 


2406 


TOP  5B0RBg-  <^ 

wmmm  (got) 

11  2307      CINCS;VPA  to  C0M3RDFLEST  Info  CINCPOA .  C0M7THFLT 

CAX  11608  Top  Secret.     In  view  of  anticipated  enemy- 
action  on  15th,  it  would  be  most  helpful  if  you  could 
strike  airfields  in  LUZON  on  14th  and  15th. 

11  1329      COM  3RD  FLT  to  CINCSQVVESTPAC  Info  OINCPAC.  COM  7TH  FLT, 

COLTS  AF  1  '  fc 

Top  Joorot.    TF  38  retiring  to  fuel  on  12th.  Request 
authority  strike  central  and  southern  LUZON  with  3  fast 
carrier  groups  on  13  and  14  November. 

12  0411       CINCPOA  to  C0M3RDFLT  Info  COMINCH  COMoUBSPAC  C0M5ERVPAC 

COKAIRPAC  C0M5THFLT  J0M7THFLT  DEPC0K20thAF  ClNCSlPA  

CTF  57  OTF  38   

Top  Secret.  My  071125  and  270514  Oct.  Operation  HOTFOOT 
deferred  indefinitely. 

01  1248      C0M3rdFLT  to  OINCPAC  C0M7THFLT  to  CIKCSOWESPAC .  CTF  77 

OOKINCH.  CTF  38  ~  ' — 1  

■  Top  Gccrot.     Anticipating  ComTaskFor  77  010703  Task 
Group  34.5  will  be  in  position  ready  to  support  surface 
forces  LEYTE  if  needed.     If  further  carrier  operations 
against  LUZON  EKQJSYS  as  necessary  not  less  than  3  groups 
and  preferably  4  should  be  used  in  order  do  thorough  job 
and  minimize  suicide  dive  losses.    Pending  further  orders 
from  you  I  will  expedite  readiness  in  all  respects  and 
start  earliest  deployment  toward  PHILIPPINES.  Estimate 
earliest  3  groups  can  strike  about  5  November. 

02  1937      CINCPOA  to  C0M3RDFLT  Info  CINCSWPAC,  C0M7THFLT 

-  Top  acorot.    For  present  Com3rdFlt  employ  his  forces  so 
as  to  most  effectively  support  LEYTE  operations.  Arrange 
directly  with  CinCSV/PAC  for  oooperation  in  making  strikes 
or  in  direct  support.     CinCS'.VPAC  requested  to  release 
your  forces  as  soon  as  situation  permits. 

01  1335      C0M3RDFLT  to  CIKCSOYSSPAO  MACARTHUR  Info  CINCPAC,  COMTASF 
FOR  77  '  

1  Top  Cioorrtt    I  will  beef  up  your  surface  forces  at  LEYTE 
if  needed  but  the  fast  carriers  must  not  be  risked  in 
close  for  defensive  CAP  job.    I  am  presuming  from  our 
long  association  that  KENNEY  is  being  called  on  for 
heroic  measures.  Halsey, 

11  0251      C0M3RDFLT  to  CINCPOA  Info  COMAIRPAC  CTF  38 

■Top  Oecrefr.     Carrier  operations  for  INDUCTION  promise  to 
be  as  concentrated  and  continued  as  those  in  support  of 
K-2  have  been.    To  meet  this  period  of  coming  ope^r^^ipns 


SECRET- 
NOVEMBER  (OCT) 


the  maximum  of  carrier  strength  will  be  required  to  per- 
mit a  reasonable  rotation  of  groups  for  rest  and  replen- 
ishment and  to  allow  for  bases  of  battle  damage.  For 
planning  purposes  the  following  formation  is  requested 
as  soon  as  it  can  be  furnished:     (l)  Your  intention 
■VOTLVWCNTRD  to  return  of  ENTERPRISE  to  PEARL.     {2)  Ex- 
pected date  of  return  to  service  of  FRANKLIN  and  BELLE  AU 
WOOD.     (3)  When  I  may  expect  new  carriers  to  join.  Para. 
In  addition  recommend  that  at  least  1  replacement  carrier 
air  group  be  established  in  the  forward  area  as  soon  as 
practicable  to  be  available  for  emergency  embarkation. 
This  is  necessary  to  take  care  of  air  group  deterioration 
under  concentrated  operations. 


11  0258      C0M3RDFLT  to  CINCFOA  Info  COMAIRPAC  CTF  38 


Tup  Swwt,    With  the  loss  of  the  PRINCETON,  the  return 
of  the  BELLE  AU  '.V00D  and  FRANKLIN  to  PEARL  for  battle 
damage  repair  and  the  availability  granted  the  LEXINGTON 
by  my  100545  my  carrier  force  is  temporarily  reduced  to 
9  CT's  and  6  CVL's.    Request  BUNKER  HILL  yard  overhaul 
be  deferred  until  necessary  strength  of  Task  Force  38 
can  be  restored.    Rear  Admiral  Smith  Fleet  Maintenance 
Officer  considers  this  practicable  from  material  stand- 
point.   This  refers  to  your  080529. 


Top  ucorot.    In  view  strong  indications  of  many  damaged 
enemy  ships  in  BRUNEI  BAY  request  that  if  feasible  you 
make  earliest  practicable  photo  reconnaissance  that  bay 
to  determine  what  ships  may  be  there. 


Top-  Oeci'efrt    Vn'ARX  55364    Damage  inflicted  to  numerous 
Japanese  naval  units  in  recent  battles  in  PHILIPPINES 
has  made  repair  facilities  of  SINGAPORE  naval  base  an 
important  target.    It  is  desired  therefore  that  you  can- 
cel VIRGINIA  and  in  lieu  thereof  attack  the  naval  repair 
facilities  of  SINGAPORE  naval  base.    The  size  of  the 
force  should  be  as  possible  without  being  prejudicial 
to  operations  scheduled  from  forward  area  later  in  the 
month.    If  possible  attack  should  be  scheduled  to  take 
place  approximately  same  date  as  planned  for  VIRGINIA. 
Time  of  attack  and  method  of  attack  are  at  your  discretion, 
Advise  your  detailed  plan  at  earliest. 


31  0151      CINCPAC  to  C0K3RDFLT  Info  CTF  38  C0?IF'.7DARSA  DEPCOMDR 
■0th  AIP,  FORCE  . 


Top  Genres.  Reference  vour  300604,  300642,  300645,  and 
300810  my  192105.  Coordination  all  forces  HOTFOOT  sub- 
ject.   A  2Cth  Air  Force  desires  strike  both  TOKYO  and 


010452 


CINCPOA  to  CINCSO'tVESPAC  Info  J0M7THFLT 


31  2253 


ARNOLD  to  LSMAY  Info  HARMON  for  NIMITZ 


2408 


'  TOP  3E0IUSC, 
NOVEMBER  (GOT) 


CLASSIFIED 


KYUSHU  making  at  each  objective  2  daylight  strikes  48 
hours  apart,  coordination  will  be  arranged  by  me  with 
Harmon.     B    Directives  to  TF  17  and  IT  57  will  be  issued 
on  receipt  your  reply  to  my  291822.    Captain  Redding  my 
staff  and  Lieut  Comdr  Pepper  arrive  ULITHI  3  November 
for  conference  concerning  details. 

10  0718       CINCPOA  to  CINCSO.VESPAC  Info  00M1NCH  COMGENPOA 

— Top  jjecroS-.    Cincpoa  approves  Sherman  Chamberlain  Leavey 
V.hitlock  conference  agreements  as  to  logistical  support 
in  the  PHILIPPINES  for  POA  forces  dated  4  Nov. 

07  0610      CINCSWPA  to  CHIEF  Off  STAFF  WASHINGTON  Info  CINCPOA 

-  Top  aoorotw    CX  51685.    Paragraph  1    Matters  presented 
in  your  VfARX  57406  (041509)  October  5  have' been  the 
subject  of  discussion  between  POA  and  SWPA  representatives 
during  conference  at  HOLLANDIA  3  and  4  November  to  arrange 
for  necessary  logistic  support  of  PCA  forces  in t he 
PHILIPPINES.    Subject  to  approval  by  CINCPOA,  agreements 
have  been  reached  as  follows:     (A)  SWPA  will  provide 
certain  services  and  facilities,  including  those  required 
to  stage  through  and  mount  out  for  operations  6  POA  Marine 
divisions  and  3  POA  Army  divisions,  plus  those  for  the  sup- 
port of  approximately  1/3  of  the  Pacific  Fleet.  (B) 
Since  the  establishment  of  facilities  in  the  PHILIPPINE 
ISLANDS  to  support  Army,  Navy,  and  Marine  Corps  forces 
of  the  POA  will  permit  the  abandonment  of  similar  facili- 
ties in  the  SOPAC  area,  Cincpoa  will  make  available  to 
CinCSWPA  the  Army  service  units  nowl  in  the  SOPAC  area,  and 
such  of  the  Marine  Corps  ground  service  units  in  the  SoPac 
area  as  are  needed  to  support  Marine  Corps  installations 
in  the  PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS.     In  addition,  such  naval  ser- 
vice units,  now  in  the  SoPac  area,  as  oan  be  released  from 
the  POA  to  the  SWPA  will  likewise  be  made  available. 
These  units  will  be  made  available  as  soon  as  practicable 
consistent  with  the  requirements  fonj  the  establishment 
of  newtfaeilitlesr.ifcntfche  PHILIPPINES  and  the  continuance 
of  essential  activities  in  SoPac  the  exemption  of  speci- 
fic Army  units  or  individuals  from  this  general  policy 
covering  Army  service  units  will  be  made  only  by  mutual 
agreement  between  CINCSWPA  and  CINCPOA.  (C)     In  t he  above 
statements  of  general  policies  consideration  has  been 
given  to  War  Department  radiogram  WX-54639,  39  October 
which  transfers  certain  SoPac  Army  service  units  to  the 
SWPA  upon  their  departure  from  SoPac.    Of  the  units 
listed  in  the  reference  radiogram,  CINCSWPA  agrees  to 
release  the  following  to  Cincpoa:    1  general  hospital, 
2  signal  service  companies,  3  signal  service  platoons, 
1  engineer  construction  tattalion,  1  engineer  combat 
company,  £  engineer  dump  truck  companies.     (D)  Cincpoa 
agrees  to  release  to  CINCSWPA  the  Army  garrison  force, 
APO  248,  diverted  to  the  LEYTE  area  from  STALEMATE  2 

2403 


top  onions 

NOVEMBER  ( GOT ) 


DECUSSfRED 


Roman  operation,  CINCBV/PA  concurs  in  the  use  of  essential 
Army  service  troops  from  the  SoPac  area  in  the  PALAUs 
for  the  support  of  the  81st  Division  while  in  that  area. 
Paragraph  2  report  of  conference  follows  by  mail.  You 
will  be  further  advised  regarding  disposition  of  SoPac 
units  upon  receipt  of  Cincpoa  comments  of  concurrence. 

31  1945      COMINCH  &  CNO  to  CINCPOA 

-Top  i5oorot->    King  to  Nimitz.     I  am  in  agreement  with  the 
portion  of  your  152058  relating  to  the  temporary  facili- 
ties for  the  immediate  future  at  SAN  PEDEO  BAY  and  the 
LUZON  area.    I  am  not  prepared  as  yet  to  make  decisions 
on  the  long  range  program.     In  this  connection  I  am  re- 
peating to  you  for  information  my  141302  addressed  to 
Com7thFlt.    The  long  range  base  program  for  the  entire 
Pacific  including  the  PHILIPPINES  is  under  study  and  my 
views  will  be  communicated  to  you  as  soon  as  practicable. 
At  your  discretion  transmit  such  portion  of  this  to  7th 
Fleet  for  Sherman  as  you  consider  necessary. 

12  1737      COMINCH  &  CNO  to  ADMIRALTY  info  CINCPAO 

For  First  Sea  Lord.    -Top  Georyb-*  I  note  your  110146A, 
confirmed  by  your  101700A  designates  Admiral  Fraser  as  the 
"Commander  in  Chief  of  the  British  Pacific  Fleet".  This 
action  sets  up  two  naval  Commanders  in  Chief  in  the  Pac- 
ific, which  is  an  action  not  carried  out  in  any  other 
naval  area  or  theater  of  action,  notably  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean and  in  British  home  waters.  Para.  2,    At  Quebec 
the  agreement  was  "that  the  method  of  employment  of  the 
British  Fleet  in  these  main  operations  in  the  Pacific 
would  be  decided  from  time  to  time  in  accordance  with 
the  prevailing  circumstances".    The  method  of  employment 
that  appears  to  be  contemplated  by  the  command  set  up  of 
your  despatch. is,  in  my  opinion,  not  workable.    Para.  3» 
As  indicated  in  memorandum  to  Admiral  Somerville  of  Nov. 
11,  I  contemplate  initial  employment  of  British  Fleet 
Units  under  Vice  Admiral  Kinkaid,  the  Allied  Commander 
of  Naval  Forces  in  the  Southwest  Pacific  Area.  Subsequen- 
tly employment  to  be  under  Admiral  Nimitz  and  or  Vice 
Admiral  Kinkaid  as  operations  may  indicate.    To  accomplish 
this  employment  I  agree  that  a  Commander  (not  a  Commander 
in  Chief)  of  the  British  Fleet  can  be  set  up  in  Eastern 
Australia  from  which  British  units  can  pass  for  opera- 
tional control  to  Nimitz  or  Kinkaid  when  and  if  the  use 
of  forward  bases  can  be  made  available.    We  have  not  as 
yet  arranged  for  the  establishment  of  such  forward  bases. 
The  designation  of  Admiral  Fraser  for  the  duty  as  given 
in  this  paragraph  is  wholly  acceptable  to  me.     I  am  taking 
up  with  Admiral  Nimitz  the  question  as  to  the  best  time 
for  Admiral  Frasers  visit  to  Pearl  Harbor. 


2410 


NOVEMBER  (GOT)  ,u/ 

14  0309Z  MAC  ARTHUR  to  CINCPOA  Info  CHIEF  OF  STAFF  WAR  DEPARTMENT 

Top  Gocpet,  CX  52139.    Reference  report  of  conferees {Filbas ) 
signed  4-  November  at  Hollandia  by  POA  and  SWPA  representa- 
tives.    CinCSWPA  approves. 

15  0235     CDIC3.VPA  ( I 'JVC  ARTHUR )  to  COM  3RD  FIT  Info  CINCPOA:  C0M7THFLT ; 

ADV  5  OH  GHO  3'  '/PA  I 

CAX-II656  Tor  ggggBg,  In  view  of  report  of  heavy  air 
reinforcement  from  FORMOSA  to  CLARK  FIELD  now  under  way 
suggest  this  as  well  as  FORMOSA  fields  as  profitable 
targets  for  your  future  strikes. 

15  1020Z    CFBX  26359         3ZB  GRIST »  Fivesome  agreement  dated  5  November 
1944  signed  at  HOLLANDIA  by  representatives  SWPA,  POA, 
INDIA  BURMA  and  CHINA  theaters  approved  with  exceptions 
as  follows.  A.  Due  to  fall  of  LIUCHOW  14  Air  Force  will 
have  to  operate  from  KUNMING;  therefore  search  plan  BAKER 
for  the  14th  Air  Force  must  be  adopted  Para.  B.  Ground 
situation  in  southeast  CHINA  is  so  critical  and  dangerous 
it  is  imperative  large  numbers  reinforcements  be  flown 
from  north  CHINA  to  the  threatened  area  west  of  LIUCHOW 
immediately.    This  operation  and  future  air  movements 
of  equipment  and  troops  will  markedly  reduce  tonnage 
that  can  be  allocated  to  XX  Bomber  Command  and  14  Air 
Force.    The  349  sorties  recommended  by  the  conferees  for 
XX  Bomber  Command  for  December  cannot  be  met.    It  is 
anticipated  that  the  cost  and  adjustments  of  tonnage 
for  the  air  transportation  of  reinforcements  will  be 
determined  by  20  November  and  new  estimate  of  sorties 
for  XX  Bomber  Command  determined  para.  C.  The  14  Air 
Force  will  be  able  to  fully  perform  its  search  missions 
in  plan  BAKER  from  KUNMING  base.  Contemplated  14th  Air 
Force  supplementary  operations  from  our  most  eastern 
airfields  if  still  in  our  possession  during  landing 
operations  in  LUZON  will  suffer  reduction  due  present 
necessity  of  large  scale  air  troop  movements  para.  D. 
Every  effort  will  be  made  to  limit  these  movements 
and  air  support  missions  for  Chinese  current  operations 
to  the  minimum  so  as  to  provide  as  large  a  supply  as' 
possible  for  support  of  the  LUZON  operations.  We  will 
do  the  best  we  can  toward  this  be  assured  para.  E. 
The  missions  specified  in  the,  "Fivesome"  agreement 
completely  replace  plans  PAC-AID  and  alternate  PAC-AID. 
Stock  piling  as  contemplated  in  those  plans  has  been 
nullified  by  operational  necessities  arising  out  of 
changed  situation. 


241! 


top  qbqret- 
november  (got) 

16  0101  CINCSWPA  to  CINCPOA  info  GEN  HEADQUARTERS  S0WE8PAC.  COM* 3 
3RD  AND  7TH  FLTS. 

CAX-11669  TOr  SECRET.    Your  140411  and  130901.    The  obvious 
intention  of  the  enemy  to  make  a  strong  fight  for  the 
PHILIPPINES  can  best  be  frustrated  by  immediate  attack  in 
strength  to  prevent  his  preparations  for  the  defense  of 
LUZON  which  he  is  pushing  at  top  speed  at  the  present  time. 
For  that  reason  I  intend  to  adhere  to  the  present  target 
dates  for  the  L-3  and  M-l  operations.    Heavy  rain  has  re- 
tarded the  completion  of  airfields  on  LEYTE  but  the  strip 
at  DULAG  will  be  activated  after  3  more  clear  work  days  and 
that  at  SAN  JOSE  by  30  November.    Shore  based  air  can  fur- 
nish air  cover  for  the  L-3  attack  force  but  will  not  have 
been  activated  for  a  long  enough  period  to  saturate  enemy 
airfields  and  beat  down  enemy  air  strength  in  LUZON  and 
the  VI 3 AY AN  area.    Therefore  it  is  highly  desirable  that 
fast  carriers  strike  enemy  air  in  these  areas  in  conjunction 
with  the  L-3  operations.    Further  the  operations  of  fast 
carriers  should  insure  that  MANILA  BAY  is  untenable  for 
enemy  Cruisers  capable  of  raiding  MINDORO.    For  the  M-l 
operation  it  is  probable  that  gunfire  support  ships  can  be 
released  about  3/6  day.    It  is  probable  that  by  that  date 
such  gunfire  support  as  is  still  required  by  forces  ashore 
can  be  furnished  by  Cruisers  7th  Fit  plus  destroyers.  How- 
ever there  will  then  be  no  surface  force  under  control  of 
the  7th  Fit  strong  enough  to  turn  back  surface  raids  into 
LINGAYSN  GULF  and  against  our  long  line  of  supplies  in  the 
strength  of  which  the  enemy  is  capable.    Such  raids  are 
precluded  as  long  as  the  3rd  Fit  is  operating  in  the  CHINA 
SEA  in  direct  interposition  between  our  amphibious  opera- 
tions and  enemy  forces,     .(hen  the  3rd  Fit  moves  to  eastward 
of  the  PHILIPPINES  the  7th  Fleet  should  be  temporarily 
augmented  by  at  least  2  new  battleships  with  screen  in  order 
adequately  to  cover  the  landing  areas  and  the  resupply 
e  chel ons .    Ma  c Arthur . 

16  0733  GHQ.  3WFA  ( MAC  ARTHUR }  to  JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  info  CINCPOA, 
OOMGEN  US" FORCES  CHINA  THEATER,  COMGEN  20TH  AIR  FORCE. 

_I0P-e3€HBSL  .  CX-52283.    Proposed  cover  plan  for  operation 
M-l  follows:  (A)  Joint  security  control  to  indicate  to 
Japanese  command  through  appropriate  channels  a  prospective 
major  assault  on  CULTURE,  target  date  3  plus  3.  Build-up 
to  take  into  account  tactical  operations  scheduled  for  20th 
air  force,  14th  air  force  and  Pacific  Fleet  under  agreements 
reached  with  those  commands  as  contained  in  conference 
notes  5  same  dated  5  November  1944.  copies  forwarded  to  War 
Department  by  special  courier.     (B)  Cincpoa  in  addition  de- 
velop threat  against  northern  MONKEY  PUZZLE  from  the  north 
Pacific  during  the  period  3  minus  30  through  S  Day.  (C) 
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-£QP  3E  GfiB$ — 
NOVEMBER  (GOT)  (Cont'd) 

Tactical  diversion  and  deception  operations  by  south- 
west pacific  forces  to  simulate  build-up  and  attempted 
landing  by  major  forces  in  southern  WHITEWASH  beginning 
3  minus  5.    Para.  Detailed  plan  by  courier. 

16  0017  HEADQUARTERS  SWPA  (MAC ARTHUR)  to  CHIEF  OF  STAFF  WAR 
DEPARTMENT  info  CINCPOA,  COMGENPOA. 

CX-52257  TQr  SECRET,  Reference  ourad  CX-51685  5  November 
(070610Z),  CinCPOA  by  radio  100718  approved  agreements 
as  indicated  in  subject  radio  and?*detailed  in  letter  report 
of  conference  dated  4  November  enroute  to  you  by  airmail. 
Para.    Request  your  approval  of  this  proposed  solution  and 
in  order  to  expedite  putting  this  solution  into  effect  it 
is  further  requested  that  all  the  Army  Forces  SOUTH  PACIFIC 
designated  as  SOPACBACOM  be  transferred  to  SWPA  at  the 
earliest  possible  dates.    This  action  will  serve  to  minimize 
delays  and  facilitate  movement  of  units  as  required  by  the 
situation  at  any  given  time  as  well  as  eliminate  the  neces- 
sity for  handling  each  individual  situation  separately.  If 
required  further  conferences  with  representatives  of  CinCPOA 
and  SOPACBACOM  will  be  held  to  determine  details  involved  in 
proposed  transfer. .Para.    Needed  from  CinCPOA  is  complete  up 
to  date  list  of  all  units  thus  transferred  including  those 
previously  assigned  to  SWPA  by  urad  WX-54639,  30  October,  as 
amended  by  POA-SWPA  agreement  with  specific  unit  designation, 
location  and  date  of  availability,  MacArthur. 

16  2121  COMGENPOA  to  CINCPOA. 

RJ  39766-*©E-SEGft3¥-.    Concerning  GHQ  SWPA  130707  suggest 
reply  that  although  no  replacements  are  currently  available 
within  this  theater  study  of  the  replacement  situation  indi- 
cates that  2800  ground  force  replacements  now  requisitioned 
to  be  shipped  from  MAINLAND  to  NOUMEA  in  December  can  be 
furnished  for  24  CORPS  at  that  point.    These  replacements 
will  be  in  normal  percentages  but  will  not  have  received 
the  special  training  normal  in  this  theater  and,  if  furnished 
will  constitute  a  credit  to  this  theater  against  the  replace- 
ments required  at  a  later  date  to  rehabilitate  the  24  CORPS. 
If  this  assistance  is  desired  would  appreciate  early  advice 
in  order  that  the  WAR  DEPARTMENT  can  be  advised  and  an  early 
shipping  date  scheduled. 
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17  0200  CINCPOA  to  CINCSWPA  info  COKINCH  C0M3RDFLT  C0M7THFLT. 

Top  □cayo£-,    While  I  concur  in  the  desirability  of  adhering 
to  target  dates  and  frustrating  enemy  plans  for  reinforcing 
LUZON  by  attacking  as  soon  as  possible,  I  do  not  consider 
it  practicable  to  place  on  the  carrier  task  forces  of  the 
Pacific  Fleet  responsibility  for  neutralizing  the  enemy  air 
forces  for  the  long  period  and  to  the  degree  contemplated 
by  your  CAX-II669.    Para.    It  has  been  my  concept  that  the 
carrier  task  forces  would  cover  and  support  the  LEYTE  opera- 
tion by  strikes  commencing  on  D-10  and  continuing  until  shore 
based  air  forces  were  established  in  LEYTE  in  adequate 
strength  and  that  similarly  they  would  cover  and  support 
the  LUZON  Operation  by  strikes  commencing  prior  to  target 
date  and  continuing  until  shore  based  air  forces  were  estab- 
lished in  LUZON  in  sufficient  strength  to  ensure  adequate 
air  defense  for  the  other  forces  present.    Para.  I  am  also 
willing  to  use  the  carrier  force  to  assist  in  obtaining  the 
control  of  the  air  which  is  obviously  essential  for  the 
success  of  the  MIND0R0  Operation.    However  such  use  must  be 
contingent  on  giving  the  carrier  task  force  periods  at 
anchor  of  at  least  10  days  and  preferably  2  weeks  between 
the  completion  of  operations  to  cover  LEYTE  and  those  to 
support  MIND0R0  and  between  those  to  support  laJNDORO  and 
those  to  cover  and  support  LUZON.    These  periods  are  essen- 
tial for  upkeep  of  material,  logistic  replenishment,  rest 
of  personnel  and  reorganization  of  carrier  air  groups  which 
will  have  been  operating  at  sea  for  unprecedented  periods. 
During  the  periods  when  the  ships  are  at  anchor  the  shore 
based  air  forces  should  be  able  to  inflict  lasting  damage 
on  the  enemy  and  create  a  situation  more  favorable  to  all 
subsequent  amphibious  operations.  Para.    The  operations  of 
the  Pacific.  Fleet  to  cover  and  support  the  LUZON  operation 
must  be  shaped  in  the  light  of  the  situation  which  develops 
at  the  time  and  it  is  somewhat  premature  to  discuss  specific 
augmentations  of  7th  Fleet  strength  fco  protect  LINCAYEN 
GULF  and  your  sea  communications.    However  I  do  not  now 
envisage  a  situation  which  will  require  transferring  fast 
battleships  to  the  7th  Fleet. 

17  0240  CINCPOA  to  COMINCH  Info  CQM3RDFLT ;  C0M5THFLT : 


^QH-SS&mS-^  My  130901,  140411  and  170200.     CinCSWPA  CAX 
II669.    D"ue  to  delays  in  activation  of  the  LEYTE  airfields 
and  to  the  strength  of  the  enemy  reaction  it  is  obvious 
that  the  target  date  for  the  LUZON  operation  can  be  met 
only  by  continuing  the  operations  of  the  fast  carrier  task 
forces  almost  without  interruption  for  an  unduly  long  period. 
If  the  target  date  is  met  it  will  be  necessary  subsequently 
to  allow  a  greatly  extended  period  for  upkeep  and  rest 
before  undertaking  DETACHMENT.  Para.  Although  delays  are 
being  incurred  in  specific  operations  I  believe  that  the 
damage  being  inflicted  on  the  enemy  will  hasten  the 
attainment  of  ultimate  strategic  objectives.  Para. 
DETACHMENT  preparations  will  in  the  next  2  weeks  begin  to 
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17  0240    CINCFOA  to  COMINCH  Info  COM3RDFLT;  CQM5THFLT :  (Cont'd) 

affect  shipping.     Specifically  certain  APA  and  AKA 
must  be  sent  here  empty  from  the  West  Coast  to  meet 
readiness  dates  and  echeloning  of  supply  will  be 
wasteful  unless  the  DETACHMENT  date  is  adjusted 
realistically  in  the  immediate  future.  Efficient 
utilization  of  time  for  overhauls  is  likewise 
involved.  Para.    The  weather  for  both  DETACHMENT  and 
ICEBERG  will  improve  if  target  dates  are  delayed. 
Para.     I  consider  it  necessary  to  announce  now  a 
2  weeks  delay  in  target  date  for  both  operations. 
Request,  concurrence. 


17  024S    COMGENPOA  to  CINCPOA  Info  ARMY  AIR  FORCES  POA; 
CG  10TH  ARMY/: 


TUP  SE9#B¥-.  Answer  cannot  be  provided  to  your  Top 
Secret  dispatch  142251  November,  until  such  time 
as  the  mounting  areas  for  divisions  have  been 
determined  by  conferences  as  proposed  in  your 
radio  160042  GCT  November.    The  numbers  and  types 
of  service  units  to  be  made  available  will  depend 
upon  the  location  and  the  mounting  areas  of  the 
Divisions  to  be  employed.    For  tentative  availability 
of  service  troops  see  serial  00039  this  headquarters 
dated  10  November  this  year. 

17  0220    CINCPOA  to  C0MGENF0A ,  C0KGENAAFP0A ,  COMGEN  10TH  ARMY 

TOP  DECRfiT-.     A  conference  will  be  held  by  Cincpoa 
at  an  early  date  to  determine  the  availability  of 
Army  service  unitp  for  ICEBERG.    In  this  connection 
see  mydis  142251*    The  analysis  and  report  by  ComGen 
POA  called  for  by  referenced  despatch  is  essential 
as  the  basis  of  the  conference  and  should  be  sub- 
mitted prior  thereto.  Desire  that  each  addee  desig- 
nate representative  to  attend  and  submit  recommenda- 
tion as  to  the  earliest  practicable  date  for  the 
cohf erence . 


17  0957    C0MGENP0A  to  CINCPOA 


After  determination  of  the  disposition  of  Army 
divisions  by  the  conference  proposed  In  your  160042 
GCT,  recommendations  will  be  made  Immediately  in 
reply  to  your  170220  GCT.    This  is  Tup  Jecirfe-.  In 
this  connection  see  our  top  secret  operational 
priority  dis patch  17024^  GCT  current  month. 
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16  0232     CINCFOA  to  COMGBNPOA. 

•TOP-  SECRET.     Since  the  responsibility  for  the  defense 
of  the  Hawaiian  Area  and  of  other  parts  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean  Areas  as  well  as  the  conduct  of  offensive 
operations  rests  v/ith  me  I  will  submit  my  recommendations 
concerning  the  question  raised  in  your  R-39588-13th  to 
the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  through  prescribed  channels. 
I  have  no  objection  to  your  advising  the  War  Department 
of  the  recommendations  you  make  to  me.    I  am  inclined 
to  recommend  an  arrangement  which  would  permit  reducing 
mobile  ground  defense  force  in  the  main  Hawaiian  Group 
even  more  than  you  propose  whenever  necessary  to  make 
possible  effective  offensive  operations  elsewhere.  See 
my  291945  July. 

17  1835    COMINJH  and  CNQ  to  CINCPOA. 


-TOP  dECREg.  Your  170240.    The  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff 
concur  in  your  proposal  to  announce  now  a  2  weeks  delay 
in  target  date  for  DETACHMENT  and  ICEBERG. 

17  2312     ARNOLD  to  IMC  ARTHUR.  NIKITZ.   .ffiDEMEYER.  SULTAN, 

DEPC0I.I20THAF  Info  IE  MAY  <   B0HC0M  21: 

WARX  64579 .^-¥0P  SECRET.  This  message  is  on  the  subject 
of  the  FIVE SOME  agreements.    Para  1.    The  20th  Air 
Force  accepts  the  FTVESOME  agreement  with  the  following 
reservations.  Sub  para  A.  It  is  requested  that  the 
details  of  the  scope  and  nature  of  offensive  recon- 
naissance required  for  M-l  be  forwarded  to  this  head- 
quarters in  order  that  this  task  may  be  properly 
arranged.    In  thi3  connection  it  must  be  accepted  in 
this  type  of  operation  that  any  bombing  incident  thereto 
will  be  merely  harassing  in  nature.  Sup  para  B.  The 
schedule  of  operations  of  the  XXI  Bomber  Command  in 
support  of  ICEEERG  is  accepted  contingent  upon  the 
establishment  of  suitable  objectives  for  very  heavy 
bombardment.    In  this  connection  neither  airfields 
proper  nor  fixed  defenses  are  normally  considered 
suitable  objectives  for  this  type  of  operation.  This 
subject  will  be  given  continous  study  and  plan  of 
operations  will  be  coordinated  with  interested  agencies. 
Para  2.  It  must  be  appreciated  that  the  extent  of  the 
participation  of  the  XX  Bomber  Command  in  any  of  these 
operations  depends  upon  the  tonnage  allocated  for  this 
purpose . 

18  0105     C0M3RDFLT  to  CINCSOflESFAC  Info  CINCPAC.  C0M7THFLT. 

00MFEAF: 

-gGB-SSeftS1? :    Unless  otherwise  directed  3  groups  will 
strike  LUZON  November  19th.    Decision  whether  to  strike 
again  on  20th  reserved  pending  results  for  1st  day. 
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18  0935     CINCPOA  to  C0M5THFLT,   C0M5THPHIBPQR .   C0MG3N10TH  ARMY. 

COMFSKFMFPAC,   CO^tSNPOA.   COHGrlNAAFPOA.  JOxSERVPAJ, 
OOKAIRPAC  Info  CORmCCa/cOMMAROILS.   CINCSV.'PA.   OOHDESPAC . 
COIQRDFLT,  C0M7THFLT,   COMNORPAC.  C0K50PAC .  COMF.'£)aREA: 

TOP  OECTtMhi    My  092200  and  092300  October.    Target  dates 
for  DETACHMENT  and  ICEBERG  delayed  until  3  February 
and  15  March,  respectively  both  east  longitude  dates. 

18  0430    CINCPOA  to  C OMF '//DARE A CENTP AC  Info  COMGENPOA.  COMAIRPAC. 
COMGENAAFPOA.  CTF  59.  ISCOM  GUAM: 

To  meet  urgent  operating  needs  it  is  desired  that 
facilities  be  made  available  at  AGANA  by  1  January  to 
base  2  CV  Air  Groups  in  an  operating  status  in  reserve 
for  fast  carriers.    This  is  in  addition  to  housekeeping 
facilities  presently  provided  for  equivalent  of  3  CVG 
staging.    Furthermore  it  is  desired  to  recondition 
the  field  at  MARPI  POINT,  SAIPAN  for  the  operation  of 
2  CVG  or  such  staging  of  fighter  aircraft  as  may  be 
necessary  to  support  operations  after  1  March.  Propose 
that  11th  AAF  Heavy  Bomber  Group  will  be  moved  to 
depot  field  and  shift  of  MAG  21  to  AGANA  be  deferred. 
Navy  YJ  and  Marine  Towing  Detachment  will  be  based 
GUAM  and  Army  Tow  Squadron  on  an  Army  Field  SAIPAN  or 
TINIAN.  Anticipate  no  additional  construction  troops 
over  those  currently  planned.    Desire  you  consult  with 
ComGenAAFPOA  and  Adm  Pennoyer  of  ComAirPac  staff  and 
submit  comment  and  recommendations:   (A)  Readjustment 
in  basing  Marine  Squadrons  with  view  to  reduction  in 
Marine  Fighter  strength  by  2  squadrons.  (B)  Necessity 
or  desirability  of  withdrawing  2  Flight  Echelons  of 
Army  Heavy  Bombers  to  0AHU  for  rehabilitation.  (0) 
Acorn  and  CASU  components  reouired  for  AGANA  and  MARPI. 
(D)  Construction  implications  GUAM  and  SAIPAN.  Your 
AMGM  130930  refers. 

20  0312  CINCPOA  to  C OMF WD ARE A  info  I3C0M  SAIPAN  ISCOM  TINIAN 
COMGENPOA"  ~  1  

Your  170217.    ComGenPOA's  130256  is  applicable  only  to 
matters  of  internal  Army  administration  over  which  he  has 
jurisdiction.    For  purposes  of  operational  control  and 
area  administration  under  unity  of  command  SAIPAN  TINIAN 
and  GUAM  are  coequal  island  commands  and  all  three  island 
commanders  are  responsible  only  to  ComFwdArea. 
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20  0043     CINCPOA  to  COMTHJRD  FLEET  Info  COMAIRBAC.  COMSECOND  CARRIER 

task  force 

TCr  SECffB^    Your  170251  steps  are  being  taken  to  accelerate 
carrier. air  group  replacements  and  to  provide  more  opportunitj 
for  rest  and  recuperation.    See  my  170200  and  170251.  Groups 
will  be  relieved  as  early  as  possible  but  to  avoid  creation 
of  a  source  of  disappointment  to  flight  personnel  and  con- 
sequent lowering  of  morale  all  published  schedules  will  con- 
tinue on  a  6  months  basis,     ComNavAirBases  GUAh  is  responsible 
for  matters  of  type  administration  only  to  ComAirPac  who  in 
turn  is  responsible  only  to  me.     I  am  unwilling  to  complicate 
the  administration  of  pools  of  replacement  planes  and  pilots 
on  shore  by  giving  carriers  task  force  commanders  authority 
over  them  and  furthermore  do  not  believe  that  CTF  38  should 
be  burdened  with  any  type  administrative  functions.     I  de- 
sire to  have  the  type  administration  of  AirPac  conducted  by 
and  through  the  type  commander  to  the  maximum  extent  prac- 
ticable and  consider  that  carrier  task  force  and  carrier 
division  commanders  should  submit  their  requirements  and 
recommendations  on  aviation  matters  to  the  type  commander  or 
when  appropriate  to  his  forward  area  representative. 

20  0113    CINCPOA  to  COKINCH  Info  CINCSOWESPAC,  COMGEHPQA.  CHIEF  OF 
STAFF  WAR  DEPT.  C OMR OF AC 

JEOP  SECRET «    Gen  Headquarters  SWPA  160017  (CX-52257)  refers. 
Transfer  of  SoPac  BaCom  in  bulk  to  SWPA  as  proposed  by 
CinCSoWesPac  not  considered  necessary  to  implement  recent 
agreements  between  CinCPOA  and  CinCSoWesPac.  Continued 
pressure  to  roll  up  Army  Forces  and  facilities  in  SoPac  Area 
is  being  exerted  by  CinCPOA  and  SoPac  Units  will  be  trans- 
ferred to  SWPA  as  fast  as  they  oan  be  released.  However 
CinCPOA  as  Area  Commander  is  responsible  for  the  SoPac  Area, 
for  maintaining  and  operating  facilities  pending  roll-up, 
for  dismantling  and  shipping  them  when  no  longer  needed,  and 
for  moving  out  surplus  supplies.     It  is  considered  that 
transfer  of  SoPac  BaCom  en  masse  to  SWPA  while  still  per- 
forming essential  services  in  SoPac  is  not  consistent  with 
CinCPOA's  Area  Command  responsibilities  and  is  therefore 
not  concurred  in.    Transfers  of  units  should  be  made  singly 
or  in  groups  as  they  become  available.    However  I  would  be 
willing  to  have  a  representative  of  CinCSWPA  or  ComGen 
^  USAFFE  established  in  Headquarters  ComGen  SoFacBasCom  to 

facilitate  planning  liaison  connection  roll  up  and  transfer. 

20  0720    HALSEY  to  NBilTZ 

-Tfm-eggftffP-t    Nimitz  only.    Estimate  of  situation.    13th  AF 
make  BRUNEI  untenable,    TIZARE  REEF  serviceable  Nip  advanced 
base.    Majority  remaining  enemy  naval  strength  concentrated 
in  CHINA  SEA  area  based  wholly  or  in  part  on  T IZARD.  Total 
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20  0720  ( Cont » d ) 


strength  including  ships  damaged  but  retaining  some  measure 
of  speeu  and  hitting  power  may  add  up  to  HAYAHKA,  0YUK0, 
2-4  escort  carriers,  ISE  HYUGA  plus  2  battleships,  2-3  heavy 
cruisers,  3-4  light  cruiser,  including  ISUZtJ  and  KISO,  some 
destroyers.    Para.    At  present  can  see  no  possible  enemy 
fleet  objective  except  precarious  participation  in  TA  opera- 
tions or  unlikely  raid  on  SWPA  echelons  via  SOUTH  MINDANAO . 
Foregoing  plus  LUZON  situation  and  behavior  of  Jap  air  leads 
me  to  believe  enemy  is  husbanding  air  and  surface  strength 
to  counter  any  further  move  by  MacArthur.    Para.     If  enemy 
is  determined  to  continue  all  out  resistance  to  further  < 
moves  by  Mac Arthur  L3  may  well  develop  into  another  crucial 
struggle  with  many  advantages  resting  with  the  enemy  if  he 
wisely  times  an  assault  by  his  full  remaining  surface 
strength.    Night  express  is  most  probably  in  order  to  avoid 
blue  air  attack.    Study  reveals  no  way  3rd  Fleet  can  help 
from  East  of  PHILIPPINES  other  than  by 
air  -  which  will  not  stop  the  Express. 
KIND0R0  provoke  all  out  resistance  the 
decisive  actions  will,  come  just  that  much  sooner.  Further 
SHO  operations  can  best  be  defeated  by  breaking  it  up  be- 
fore it  can  get  started  and  this  only  appears  possible  by 
striking  from  within  the  CHINA  SEA  about  U  or  U  plus  1.  I 
consider  this  feasible  by  some  appropriate  tactical  varia- 
tion of  the  following:  Pass  West  through  LUZON  STRAITS  with 
about  6  oilers,  strike,  refuel  as  necessary,  combatant  ships 
retire  East  through  LUZON  STRAITS,  oilers  retire  via  SABUYAN 
SEA  with  SWPA  echelons;  details 
LUZON  are  as  situation  dictates 


keeping  down  enemy 

Para.  Should 
opportunities  for 


simultaneously  strike 
with  reenf orcement  of 
shipping,  open  up  new 
and  put  the  finishing 
targets.  Para.  This 
the  moves  apparently 


of  neutralizing  FORMOSA 
Para.     The  operation  will 


Study  and  allows  enemy  less  chance  to 
urge  that  it  be  approved  in  principle 
be  made  if  risks  and  gains  justify  it 
but  the  profits  from  early  control  of 
strategic  area  should  be  work  a  fair 


at  Japan's  last  sea  lane,  interfere 
LUZON ,  should  yield  rich  haul  in  enemy 
and  profitable  targets  for  air  attack 
touches  on  LUZON  air  and  bombardment 
plan  only  anticipates  by  a  few  days 
contemplated  by  INDUCTION  Joint  Staff 


get  set  to  resist.  I 
so  that  quick  move  can 

The  risks  are  apparent 
this  rich  and  vital 
r.rice  and  boldness  and 


speed  against  existing  enemy  capabilities  offer  excellent 
possibilities  of  great  success.    Para.    There  are  logistic 
problems  but  they  can  be  worked  out  and  earliest  considera- 
tion should  be  given  to  arranging  for  anchorages  for  com- 
batant and  train  ships  in  CENTRAL  PHILIPPINES  to  facilitate 
continued  and  uninterrupted  control  of  CHINA  SEA.  Para. 
In  making  this  estimate  I  have  not  been  unmindful  of  your 
future  operations  which  should  benefit  by  any  successes  in 
CHINA  SEA.    Under  any  circumstances  JAPAN  can  be  in  no 
position  to  critically  threaten  DETACHMENT  and  the  carrier 
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strength  vital  to  ICEBERG  would  not  be  jeopardized  to 
greater  extent  than  accepted  to  incident  to  INDUCTION  which 
in  turn  should  be  less  hazardous  with  the  control  of  the 
CHINA  SEA  in  our  hands.  Halsey. 


20  2255     CINCPOA  to  CINC57JPA,  COMGEN  XX  AIR  FORCE,  C0M3RDFLT. 


CinCoVJPA  CX  52470  and  ComGen20th  Air  Force  WX  64579  not  to 
all.    After  Cora3rdFlt,s  detailed  plan  of  strikes  preparatory 
to  INDUCTION  has  been  determined  CinCPOA  will  inform  ComGen 
20th  Air  Force  of  the  details  of  offensive  reconnaissance 
desired  to  be  conducted  by  the  20th  Bomber  Command  in  accord- 
ance sub  paragraph  2E(l)  of  FIVE30MS  Agreement. 


Fart  1  of  190504,  *  Hush  iiiUbL  bccj.e^t    My  present  orders  are 
to  move  4  carriers  to  the  Pacific  as  early  as  possible.  This 
would  mean  leaving  CEYLON  about  mid  December  (2)  Owing  to 
the  re-equipment  of  the  carriers  with  Avengers  they  will 
not  be  sufficiently  trained  by  mid  December  to  carry  a 
strike  at  PALEMBANG.   (3)  The  weather  at  PALEMBANG  mid 
December  is  unfavorable  but  will  have  improved  by  mid 
January.  (4)  Alternative  proposals  are  carry  (A)  a  strike 
at  BRAND AN  Oil  Refinery  with  first  2  carriers  ready  at  end 
of  December  (B)  a  repeat  strike  with  other  2  carriers  at 
BR AND AN  early  January  (C)  A  four  carrier  strike  against 
PALEMBANG  about  3rd  week  in  January  repeating  on  successive 
days  as  necessary  and  thence  proceeding  to  AUSTRALIA  to 
arrive  mid  February. 


19  0504    Part  2  final  of  190504.    Captain  V/heffler  has  details. 


I  am  proposing  to  visit  you  about  mid  December  but  a 
provisional  decision  is  required  now  to  enable  planning  to 
proceed.  (6)  X  I  do  not  know  your  wishes  or  whether  the 
culminating  arrival  of  carriers  in  Pacific  is  more  important 
than  the  operations  proposed  above  but  I  would  favor  the 
latter  X  (7)  I  have  not  yet  spoken  to  Admiralty  about  such 
change  of  plans  but  will  represent  anything  you  may  desire. 
(8)  Perhaps  you  could  give  me  a  provisional  reply  now. 


21  1352    MAC ARTHUR  to  CINCPOA  info  ADV  ECH  GHO  3WPA. 

CX  52652  Additional  strength  of  Japanese  forces  WHITEWASH  makes  it 
appear  likely  that  immediate  reinforcement  of  5-division 


assault  effort  may  be  required.  Preliminary  studies  indicate 
that  a  turn-around  of  a  4-division  lift  should  be  planned  to 
provide  for  eventualities.  These  preliminary  studies  indicate 
that  it  will  be  impracticable  to  return  all  of  the  amphibious 
equipment  to  MAINYARD  set  forth  in  your  160342  October  by 
20  January.  In  view  of  your  180935  November  postponing  target 
date  for  ICEBERG,  request  that  the  delivery  date  of  the 
amphibious  equipment  at  MAINYARD  and  MANHOLE  be  postponed  in 
same  ratio.  From  present  figures  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
delay  will  be  necessary  in  the  delivery  of  amphibious _ 
equipment  at  STEVEDORE.  2420 
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CINC  EASTERN  FLEET  to  CINCPAC  (Nimitz  only). 
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*^  Nimitz  to  Halsey  info  King.     In  connection  with  your  200720 

see  my  170200  to  which  no  reply  has  been  received.    I  intend 
to  adhere  to  the  stand  taken  therein  in  connection  with  the 
MINDORO  Operation  and  periods  at  anchor.    Para.    The  stated 
purpose  of  the  MINDORO  Operation  is  to  establish  control  of 
sea  routes  through  the  VISATAS  and  establish  shore  based  'air 
forces  for  direct  support  of  subsequent  operations.    If  the 
Fleet  were  available  to  operate  for  a  long  period  in  the 
South  CHINA  SEA  in  position  to  cover  KIND OR 0  the  necessity 
and  value  of  the  MINDORO  Operation  would  tend  to  disappear. 
If  the  MINDORO  Operation  cannot  be  accomplished  without 
movement  of  the  Fast  Carrier  Task  Force  west  of  the  PHILIP- 
PINES the  plan  of  the  campaign  should  be  revised  to  cut  down 
the  overall  duration  of  Fast  Carrier  operations  and  in  part 
substitute  progressive  advance  of  shore  based  air  forces. 
Para.    Under  present  arrangements  as  to  target  dates  the 
proposal  of  your  200720  would  involve  moving  the  Fast 
Carrier  Task  Force  into  the  South  CHINA  SEA  without  an 
adequate  preparatory  period  at  anchor.    With  such  movement 
as  an  understood  feature  of  the  MINDORO  Plan  there  is  little 
assurance  that  withdrawal  could  be  arranged  at  any  early 

\  date.    The  enemy  threat  you  visualize  could  continue  un- 

diminished unless  the  Southwest  Pacific  Air  Forces  are 
strongly  and  effectively  established  in  the  VISAYAS.  The 
movement  into  the  South  CHINA  SEA  contemplated  in  INDUCTION 
will  be  at  a  later  date  and  obviously  for  a  shorter  period. 
Shore  based  air  forces  in  LETTE  can  easily  reach  T IZARD  REEF. 
Para.    Our  sustained  operations  in  the  PHILIPPINES  SEA  have 
been  possible  because  a  fleet  train  has  been  maintained  at 
sea  with  some  degree  of  security  from  attack  and  because 
the  facilities  of  ULITHI  although  limited  were  acessible 
without  passing  through  narrow  waters  exposed  to  attack. 
Para.    My  intelligence  indicates  that  most  of  the  Japanese 
heavy  ships  are  in  Empire  waters.    Para.     I  do  not  approve 
of  planning  now  a  movement  of  major  units  of  the  Pacific 
Fleet  into  the  South  CHINA  SEA  during  the  MINDORO  Operation. 
In  emergency  action  must  of  course  be  governed  by  existing 
circumstances.    The  support  proposed  by  CinCSWPA  namely 
strikes  on  enemy  air  in  LUZON  and  the  VISAYAN  Area  and  denial 
of  MANILA  BAY  to  enemy  cruisers  can  be  furnished  effectively 
from  east  of  the  PHILIPPINES.     However  I  must  repeat  my 
insistence  on  a  preparatory  period  for  upkeep  replenishment 

j  rest  and  reorganization.    See  paragraph  35  your  serial  0090 

of  14  November.    Para.    Desire  that  no  commitments  be  made 
connection  MINDORO  without  prior  approval  by  me. 
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23  0355Z  RICHARDSON  to  WDGSA  Info  CINOPOA  (RJ-40550) 

1  TOT  DECRS^.    Paragraph  1.  CINCPOA  serial  000998  dated 
17  November  1944  which  was  forwarded  to  you  air  courier 
21  November  1944  as  inclosure  to  letter  this  headquarters 
to  OBD  Subject  "Shortages  of  Service  Troops  for  IoEBERG" 
file  AG  093.6/27A  dated  21  November  1944,  is  quoted  in 
part  below  "The  matter  of  provision  of  Army  Service  troops 
for  prosective  operations  is  of  paramount  importance.  It 
is  evident  that  little  assistance  can  be  expected  from 
sources  outside  of  the  Central  Pacific  Area  and  that  nec- 
essary troops  must  be  obtained  by  freeing  units  now  per- 
forming base  services  in  rear  areas  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  war  in  the  forward  areas.    The  use  of  provisional  units 
for  regularly  organized  service  troops  is  indicated.  The 
movement,  location,  and  employment  of  infantry  divisions 
is  listed  below:  A.  7th  Division  mount  from  LEYTE  for 
ICEBERG  remain  LEGUMINOUS.    B.     27th  Division.  Area 
reserve  for  ICEBERG.    Remain  present  location  until  ICEBERG 
and  if  not  employed  move  to  PHILIPPINES  after  ICEBERG. 
C.  77th  Division.    Mount  from  LEYTE  for  ICEBERG.  Remain 
LEGUMINOUS  thereafter.    D.     8lst  Division.  Assemble 
GUADALCANAL  as  units  progressively  withdrawn  from  PALAU. 
Withdrawal  to  commence  about  5  December  with  1  RCT.  Last 
ROT  remaining  PALAU  to  be  relieved  by  non  divisional 
infantry  regiment  reinforced  as  soon  as  conditions  permit. 
E.    86th  and  97th  Divisions  remain  in  the  United  States 
until  staging  area  is  available  in  the  PHILIPPINES,  estim- 
ated as  1  May,  then  move  direct  to  that  area.    F.  The 
96th  Division  mount  from  LEYTE  for  ICEBERG  return  to 
PHILIPPINES  upon  release  from  that  operation.    Gl  98th 
Division  remain  in  HAWAII  as  area  reserve  for  ICEBERG; 
move  from  HAWAII  to  PHILIPPINES  about  1  May  if  not  employed 
in  ICEBERG.     If  employed  move  to  PHILIPPINES  after  release 
from  ICEBERG" 

Paragraph  2.     It  is  pointed  out  that  the  above  CINCPOA 
plan  contemplates  the  retention  of  the  86th  and  97th 
Divisions  in  the  United  States  until  such  time  as  staging 
areas  available  in  the  PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS  in  order  that  the 
divisions  may  be  moved  directly  to  that  destination. 
Paragraph  3.     It  has  been  my  understanding  that  it  is  the 
War  Department  policy  to  train  Army  divisions  for  employ- 
ment in  the  Pacific  Ocean  areas  at  OAHU  before  committing 
them  to  combat  operations.    The  plan  outlined  above  vitiates 
this  policy.    Therefore,  l  conferred  with  Admiral  Nimitz, 
pointing  out  this  fact,  and  recommended  that  his  serial 
000998  referred  to  above  be  modified  to  make  this  change. 
However,  CINCPOA  in  his  dispatch  220830  dated  22  November 
1944  to  me,  with  information  copy  to  C0MINCH,  has  reaffirm- 
ed the  suspension  of  movement  of  the  97th  and  86th  Divisions 
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23  0355Z  (Continued) 

from  the  United  States  to  OAHU  for  the  present,  again 
referring  us  to  his  serial  000998,  which  contemplates 
moving  these  divisions  directly  to  the  PHILIPPINES  from 
the  mainland  at  an  estimated  date  of  1  May  45. 
Paragraph  4.    For  reasons  explained  in  my  letter  to  CINCPOA, 
copy  furnished  you  as  inclosure  to  letter  referred  to  in 
paragraph  1  above,  I  am  firmly  of  the  belief  that  divisions 
being  committed  to  combat  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  areas  can 
only  attain  the  maximum  degree  of  combat  efficiency  if 
they  are  staged  at  OAHU  prior  to  combat  for  a  reasonable 
period  of  time. 

Paragraph  5.    This  is  also  an  answer  to  your  radio  65716 
dated  20  November  this  year.    Final  answer  will  be  made 
after  receipt  here  of  information  indicating  action  taken 
by  the  War  Department  on  ClnCPOAs  recommendation  relative  to 
the  above  named  divisions.     Request  radio  reply  of  War 
Department  decision. 

24  0155     CINCPOA  to  COMSQPAC. 

-SOT  ejBgggj^    Present  plans  contemplate  ABLE  retaining 
the  27th  Div  on  ESPIRITU  SANTO  until  employed  in  ICEBERG 
about  1  March  or  staged  forward  to  PHILIPPINES  about  1  May 
and  moving  81st  Div  as  indicated  my  221003  Nov.     81st  Div 
to  remain  GUADALCANAL  until  about  1  May  and  then  move  to 
PHILIPPINES.    B.     No  other  Army  Divisions  to  be  sent  to 
SOPAC.    Para.    Proposal  has  now  been  made  to  move  both 
27th  and  81st  Divs  to  NEW  CALEDONIA  to  take  advantage  of 
conditions  stated  as  more  advantageous  including  health, 
availability  of  supplies  for  re-equipment,  presence  of  re- 
placement depot,  more  adequate  mounting  facilities, jungle 
training  school,  and  other  training  aids,  adequate  impact 
area.    Clearance  of  all  large  Army  troop  units  from  all 
other  islands  in  the  South  Pacific  and  consequent  roll  up 
possibilities  are  cited  in  this  proposal  as  added  advantage. 
Desire  your  comments  as  to  comparative  advantages  of  NEW 
CALEDONIA,  GUADALCANAL  and  ESPIRITU  SANTO  and  your  re- 
commendations taking  into  account  existing  facilities,  the 
urgent  necessity  for  earliest practicable  release  maximum 
number  Army  service  troops  from  SoPac,  and  need  for  main- 
taining Marine  units  and  aviation  facilities  on  GUADALCANAL. 
Desire  early  reply. 
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24  0354  C0M3RDFLT  to  CTF  38,  CTG  30-5,  CTG  30.8,  CTG  36.9  info 

COMINCH,  CINCoOV>E3PaC,   CTF  77,  CTF  71,  OOMFEAF,  ALL  TFC'S 
AMD  TGC'S  3RD  FLT,  CTF  94,   CTF  95,  CINCPAC,  C0M5UBPAC . 

TOP  SECRET-*     This  is  part  one  of  2  parts.  My  240400.  Call 
this  operation  obliteration  and  my  Op  Order  24-44  TG  30.5 
Commodore  Ketoham  TG  30.8  Captain  Kcuff  TG  30.9  Commodore 
Carter  TF  38  less  TG  38.3  Vice  Adm.  McCain.     Forces  as 
currently  assigned.    Para.    Enemy  information  accordance 
current  intelligence  and  by  mail  and  dispatch.    Own  air 
search  from  MARIANAS,  ULITHI  and  PALAU  as  currently  pres- 
cribed with  sectors  north  and  west  of  TINIAN  extended  to 
1000  mile  radius.     SowesPac  air  search  plan  G  in  effect 
unless  modified  later  by  separate  dispatch.    Submarines  of 
TF  17  and  71  are  supporting  this  operation  by  furnishing 
early  information  enemy  movements,  attacks  on  enemy  shipping 
and  lifeguard  service  (TF  71)  in  objective  area.    14th  and 
20th  Air  Forces  are  striking  FORMOSA  and  EMPIRE  targets  in 
coordination.    Forces  of  CinCSowesPac  are  seizing  objectives 
on  MIND0R0  ISLAND  by  airborne  and  amphibious  assault  in  an 
operation  termed  L-3  commencing  on  unit  day.    Para.  This 
fleet  will  conduct  air  strikes  on  LUZON  area  in  order  to 
support  CinCSoWesPac  L3  operation  by  neutralizing  enemy  air 
in  this  area  and  denying  the  U9e  of  LUZON  harbors  to  enemy 
combatant  and  support  shipping.    Para.    TG  30.5  continue 
air  searches  from  MARIANAS,  -ULITHI  and  PALAU  as  now  pres- 
cribed extending  searches  north  and  west  of  TINIAN  to  1000 
mile  radius  commencing  on  unit  minus  two  day  and  continuing 
until  otherwise  directed. 

24  0800  ADVGHQ  MAC ARTHUR  to  C0M3RDFLT  info  COM  ALLIED  AIR  FORCES, 
CQMFEaF,  C0M5THAIR  FORCE 

.JEQP-  gggggg  CAX  11829  reference  my  CAX  11804  photographic 
planes  of  5th  air  force  which  were  to  supplement  you 
photographic  effort  BP  LINGAYAN  were  put  out  of  action  at 
TACLOBAN  this  morning.    This  leaves  me  entirely  dependent 
upon  such  pictures  as  you  can  take. 

24  1855  CINCPOA  to  CTF  94  info  CTF  95,  COMINCH.  DEPUTY  CDR  20  AF. 

TPP  Sgggjgg*     In  view  possible  reaction  from  TOKYO  bombing, 
the  mediocre  results  against  shipping  by  CTF  95  aircraft 
and  added  danger  of  attacks  by  moonlight  the  airfields 
and  facilities  of  IW0  J IMA  will  be  primary  targets  for 
your  aircraft  for  the  present. 
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25  0502    CINCPOA  to  CITTCSQWESPAC  Info  ADV  ECH  GHQ,  SWPA,  CnMINOF. 
COIfVESSSAPROTT 


TOP  nT?CT13qp-   your  211352    Purpose  delay  in  target  date 
ttETACTMEW  is  to  provide  additional  interval  for  essen- 
tial upkeep  and  recuperation  of  fleet  units  after 
protracted  operations  during  PHILIPPINES  campaign.  It 
is  necessary  that  there  be  no  delay  in  units*  including 
escorts  and  small  craft  needed  for  DETACHMENT .  It 
is  my  desire  to  furnish  all  practicable  assistance 
but  any  concurrence  in  postponement  of  delivery  date 
of  amphibious  equipment  must  be  subject  to  foregoing 
remarks.     In  order  I  may  help  to  maximum  extent  please 
advise  details  as  to  any  amphibious  equipment  including 
numbers  by  types  of  ships  that  you  desire  to  retain  be- 
yond 20  January  and  I  will  give  all  possible  considera- 
tion to  your  desires. 

25  0021     CINCPOA  to  C0KNAVQR0UP  CHINA  Info  COM  3RD  FLEET,  00MINCH 

-TOP  .SCORE?-!     Request  14th  AirForce  support  L3  operation 
by  maximum  reconnaissance  of  the  CHINA  SEA  and  the 
northern  and  southern  approaches  thereto  commencing 
U  minus  2  day.     Date  Unit  Day  by  separate  dispatch. 

25  0015     CINCPOA  to  00M3RDFLT  Info  ADVANCED  ECHELON,  QHQ  SVPAC; 

CPU  INCH:  CITTCPAC:   CINC^AC  ADMIN 

TOP  HEQRffP-.     Tour  230217  and  2404OO    Conditions  of 
my  170200  concerning  period  at  anchor  between  operations 
to  cover  and  support  K2  and  support  L3  are  not  being 
met.    My  241745.  Para  2.    Effective  immediately  reduce 
carrier  groups  operating  against  PHILIPPINES  to  2 
and  except  in  emergency  keep  2  in  rear  for  upkeep  and 
recuperation  until  necessary  to  execute  your  OpOrder 
24-44,  Para  3.    At  earliest  practicable  time  after  L3 
operation  you  will  again  reduce  groups  to  not  more 
than  2  for  interim  operations  in  order  to  have  full 
strength  ready  for  Ml.    para  4.  Acknowledge. 

26  0325     CINCPOA  to  CINCSWPA  Info  COT-'TWDARE^ ,  COMINCH,  C0K7ESCAR- 

STTBAREA,  COM  3RD  FLEET 

Your  CX  52650  timed  211421  and  CX  52657  timed  211521. 
Concur  in  general  that  airfields  ANCAUR  and  PELELIU  should 
be  made  available  to  your  transport  and  combat  aircraft 
to  maximum  extent  consistent  with  OonnesCarSubArens 
tactical  responsibilities  and  logistic  capabilities 
provided  that  in  case  of  emergency  your  aircraft  tem- 
porarily based  in  PALAUS  will  at  my  request  either  be 

withdrawn  or  olaced  under  operation  control  of  OomShore 
Based  Air  Force  "VesCarSubArea.     ComEwdArea  250551  indic- 
ates that  in  addition  to  staging  50  ODD  transports  ner 
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day  and  24  B-24's  temporary  basing  22nd  Heavy  Bomb 
Group  is  feasible  with  limitation  indicated.  Concur 
in  arrangement  details  of  operations  by  Brig  Gen 
Grabbe  with  ComWesCarSubArea  and  ComShore  Based  Air 
Force  tfesCarSubArea  at  PELELIU. 

25  1935     COMINCH  to  CINGPOA  Info  C0M3RD  FLEET,  CINCSWPA,  COMINCH 
t ADM )  ,   CI N CPAO  t ADM! 

I  wholly  concur  in  your  250015  to  1st  Info  addressee. 

27  0123     CINGPOA  to  CINCSWPA  InfoCTF  95.  94.  COMAIRPAC.  CTGS 

95.6.   94.14.  CCMG1CNAIEFMFPAC ,   0 OMGEN AAF PO A ,  COMINCH 

~¥QF  SB  .'RET- .    Your  260742  concur.  Approve  temporary 
transfer  VMF(N)  541  from  PALAU  to  LEYTE .  This  squadron 
to  be  replaced  by  all  or  part  of  P-61  squadron  from 
LEYTE.  Each  squadron  to  furnish  own  controllers. 
In  view  of  other  commitments  of  Marine  aviation,  541 
will  be  subject  to  recall  after  reasonable  period. 
Details  of  exchange  to  be  handled  directly  between 
0INC3.VPA  and  CTG  94.14  and  CTG  95.6. 

27  0235     CTF  77  to  COM  7TH  FLT  Info  7TH  FLT,  CINCPAC,  COMINCH. 

COM  3RD  FIT,   CINCSO'^SrAC,   .'ILL  TFJ'3.  &  TGC*3  3RD  -\ND 

7TH  7LT3,   0C::,Lirv    II?;  30WF.3PAC,   COM  5TH  AF,   COM  13TII  AF. 

TOr  3BCatG¥.  JCFDM  for  L-3  and  M-l  are  firm.  Available 
air  strips  LEYTE  have  not  the  capacity  to  provide  adequate 
night  cover  for  L-3  convoy.    Naval  air  will  supplement 
this  cover.    Present  plan  organize  covering  group  of 
6  CVE  escorted  by  battleships  cruisers  ana  destroyers 
to  operate  in  SULU  SEA  until  U  day.     CANY  Op  Plan  15-44 
will  be  modified  accordingly. 

27  0438    C0K30PAC  to  CINGPOA 

■4-OP  oEGftpg-.  Your  240155.  Recommend  a  Locating  31st 
Division  in  NEW  CALEDONIA  and  B  retaining  27th  Division 
Espiritu  Santo.    Para.     With  respect  to  A  NEW  CALEDONIA 
offers  better  health  conditions  and  more  adequate  mount- 
ing facilities,  supplies  for  reequipment  are  adequate 
and  available,  replacement  depot  available  to  receive 
personnel,  adequate  impact  areas  are  available.  Jungle 
training  school  not  available  NEW  CALEDONIA  is  considered 
a  minor  disadvantage  in  view  of  recent  employment  81st 
Division.    Turn  around  time  for  shipping  will  not  be 
increased  and  some  time  may  be  saved  by  reason  of  better 
port  facilities.    Non  presence  of  this  or  similar 
large  Army  combat  unit  on  GUADALCANAL  will  enable  the 
release  of  appreciable  number  Army  service  troop  units 
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N0VSM3ER  (TrCT) 
27  0438  (continued) 

which  will  be  in  excess  of  those  required  for  port 
operation,  security,  and  logistic  functions  connected 
with  Class  1  and  3  supplies.     Para.    uith  respect  to 
B    Port  facilities  are  entirely  adequate  to  mount  this 
division,  supplies  for  ree.quipment  have  been  stockpiles 
and  palletizing  operations  well  underway,  replacements 
could  be  initially  screened  and  disembarked  at  SANTO 
oy  establi ailment  appropriate  liaison,  adequate  impact 
areas  now  exist  at  SANTO,  jungle  training  areas  also 
exist  which  can  not  be  duplicated  in  NSW  CALEDONIA. 
While  health  and  recreational  facilities  are  better  in 
NE'AT  CALEDONIA  training  areas  SANTO  are  non  malarious  and 
special  recreational  facilities  closer  to  bivouac  areas 
do  exist    Transportation  of  division  to  NEW  CALEDONIA 
would  seriously  affect  shipping  situation  now  critical 
SoPac  area.    Most  serious  disadvantage  involved  in  move 
would  be  loss  of  approximately  6  weeks  of  training. 
Such  move  would  result  in  release  of  aoproximately  2000 
service  troops  only  2  months  earlier  than  now  contem- 
plated in  present  plans.     Para.     Approval  of  above 
recommendations  in  whole  ar  in  part* will  not  affect 
the  requirements  now  existent  for  the  maintenance 
of  such  Marine  units  and  aviation  facilities  as  are 
located  at  GUADALCANAL .    Para.     If  recommendations  A 
and  8  are  approved  and  plans  do  not  envisage  sending 
more  than  2  Army  divisions  and  2  Marine  divisons  and 
headquarters  and  corps  troops  to  Sopac  recommend  that 
authority  be  granted  to  dismantle  and  abandon  excess 
staging  areas  and  camp  and  training  facilities  GUADAL- 
CANAL and  NEW  CALEDONIA. 

28  0102    MARSHALL  to  RICHARDSON  Info  00  S0WESTPACBACOH  COMGEN 
CEMTPAC  3AC0M ,   C INCPQA  '  1  

WAR  68885  ~TQP-^£S3Bg.     Reencipherment  of  WAR  dtg  271548 
Relative  to  disposition  of  Army  divisons  in  and  projected 
for  Pacific  Ocean  Areas,  references  are*     (A)  Pacific 
Ocean  Areas  TopSec  Radio  RJ  40440  November  23  to  War 
Department  (B)  Cincpoa  serial  220830  November  to  ComGenPOA. 
Mar  Department  recognizes  the  value  of  training  given 
Army  divisions  that  have  been  staged  through  HAWAII  and 
the  oenefits  that  are  derived  from  the  program  prescribed 
by  your  headquarters  for  divisions  prior  to  their  entry 
into  combat.     However  in  view  of  the  additional  shipping 
that  would  be  involved  in  the  initial  shipment  of  97'a.id 
86  divisions  and  towages  required  to  maintain  prescribed 
theater  level  of  supply  for  these  units  until  they  are 
required  in  operations,  the  decision  of  Cincpoa  to  defer 
shipment  97  and  86  Divisions  to  pacific  Ocean  Areas  until 
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28  0102  (continued) 


May  45  as  indicated  in  reference  (bj   is  concurred  in 
by  War  Department  and  shipment  of  these  divisons  will 
be  deferred.     Coiainch  concurs.    It  is  desired  that 
you  uake  necessary  arrangements  for  deletion  of  these 
units  from  <Toint  Shipping  Priority  Lists.     Para  The 
loss  of  the  training  is  regretted  but  fortunately  under 
existing  situation  such  training  is  no  longer  considered 
a  mandatory  prerequisite. 
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7  KCUSSIflffl 

28  0634      CTF  77  to  ALL  TFG  AND  TGC  7TH  FLEET.  C0M7THFLT  Info 

CINCPAC,  CIKC3WPA.  C0M3RDFLT ,   COMAAF.  C0MCEN10TH  ARMY, 
COMA?  5.  COMDESROK  21.   COMDEJRCK  8,   C0MDE3R0K  5. 
C0MDS3RON  22,   COKDSJRQK  54.   C0OE3R0N  51.   C0MDS5R0N  6. 
C0MDE3RQN  33.  COMINCH: 

'  TOr  OECTtETfc    Pass  to  all  holders  my  OpPlan  15-44.  OpPlan 
15-44  as  modified  by  my  191313  and  250147  further 
modified  as  follows.  Task  Organization  correct  Para 
B  to  read  TG-  77.3  close  covering  Group  RAdm  Berkey 
CruDiv  15,  3  CL,  DesRon  21  less  RADFORD,  ROSS,  JENKINS, 
TAYLOR  plus  MO ALE,   GOOPER,  ALLEN  M  SUMNER  8  DD.  Add 
new  paragraph  D  TG  77.12  heavy  covering  and  carrier 
group  RAdm  Ruddock  Battleships  Bat  Div  4  less  COLORADO 
plus  NE.7  MEXICO,  3  OBB.  Cruisers  Capt  Bledsoa  until 
relieved  CruDiv  12    3  CL.  Carriers  RAdm  Stump  carriers 
as  later  designated  6  CVE.  Destroyers  HALLIGAN,  HARADAN, 
TWIGGS,  TALPH  TALBOT,  RSMEY,  MERTZ,  MCDERMUT,  STEMBEL, 
BRAINE,  INGRAHAM,  WALLER,  SATJFLSY,  RENSHAW,  CONWAY, 
CONY,  EATON,  SIGOURNEY ,  CONNOR  18  DD.  Para  3A  Add  Info. 
Commander  Heavy  Covering  and  Carrier  Group  and  Commander 
Escort  Carriers  when  shore  based  air  cover  is  established 
over  the  objective  area  on  U  Day.  Add  new  para  3D  heavy 
covering  and  carrier  group  support  the  L3  Operation  by 
providing  fighter  cover  and  aircraft  anti  submarine 
patrol  for  MINDOR0  Attack  Group  on  U  minus  2  U  minus 
1  and  U  Day  until  relieved  by  shore  based  air.  Coordinate 
air  operations  with  tnose  of  Allied  Air  Forces.  Provide 
maximum  practicable  anti  aircraft  protection  for  CVEs. 
While  operating  in  MINDANAO  and  SULU  SEAS  interdict 
or  destroy  as  practicable  enemy  heavy  surface  forces 
which  may  threaten  the  MIND0R0  attack  group  and 
supporting  forces.  Coordinate  operations  with  Commander 
MIND0R0  Attack  Group  and  Commander  close  covering  force. 
As  promptly  as  practicable  after  completion  mission 
retire  to  LEYTE  GULF  where  release  escort  carriers  with 
escort  of  9  DD's  to  proceed  K0S30L  ROADS  for  replenish- 
ment.   ADD  to  para  4  special  logistics  arrangements  for 
heavy  covering  and  carrier  group  by  aererate  despatches. 
Add  new  para  3  i  9  Naval  Air  Support  for  this  operation 
is  in  addition  to  that  required  of  Allied  Air  Forces  by 
CINC3.VPA  Op  Instr  74  indicated  in  para  1  my  OpPlan  15-44. 

% 

2j&-  1312      GHQ,  SO'.VESPAC  AREA  to  C0M3RDFLT  Info  CINCPOA 

CX  54038.  Following  Plan  for  3rd  Fleet  participation  in 
L  3  operations  arranged,  subject  to  your  approval,  during 
'conference  with  your  representatives.  3rd  Fleet  neutralize 
hostile  I  RAT  air  forces  LUZON  U  minus  1  to  U  plus  1; 
be  prepared  to  strike  LUZON  targets  in  emergency  during 
period  U  plus  3  to  U  plus  4;  On  above  dates  be  prepared 
to  strike  hostile  naval  forces  In  VI3AYAN  waters  and 
westward  thereof  in  range  which  may  threaten  our  over- 
water  movements.  Southwest  Pacific  Air  Forces  neutralize 
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28  1312 


28  1110 


GHQ,  SO.VESPAC  AREA  to  C0M3RDFLT  Info  CIKCPOA  ( Cont f  d ) 

hostile  air  forces  in  VI 3  AY  A3,  MINDANAO ,  and  3TJLU 
ARCHIPELAGO  and  other  overwater  movement  and  support 
landing.  7th  Air  Force,  in  coordination  with  3outhwest 
Pacific  Air  Forces,  neutralize  air  forces  in  the  BICOLS. 
Dividing  line  between  responsibility  3RD  Fleet  and 
Southwest  Pacific  Air  Forces  including  SIX//AQBJTHE  force 
will  be:  14-30  North,  115-00  East";  14-30  Worth, 
121-50  East;  13-35  North,  121-50  East;  Thence  due  west. 
3rd  Fleet  and  the  Allied  Air  Forces  will  exchange 
information  when  either  force  strikes  in  the  area  of 
the  other.  Notification  should  be  given  as  far  in 
advance  as  practicable  indicating  the  target  to  be 
attacked.  Approximate  scale  of  effort,  or  the  time 
of  attack.    The  3rd  Fleet  may  at  discretion  put  fighter 
sweeps  into  the  BIG0L  area  and  LUZON  without  notification 
Request  your  immediate  concurrence  or  comments.  Similar 
data  for  support  of  M  1  follows  in  separate  radiogram. 

J0M3RDFLT- CINCBAC  Info  CTF  94 

•Thio  la  TOT  Sggffigg-.  I  consider  that  existing  command 
setup  for  local  defense  forces  at  ULITIII  violates  the 
sound  principle  of  unified  command  and  does  not  provide 
the  most  effective  use  of  those  forces  in  defense  of 
the  Fleet.  By  ComFwdArea  Op  Plan  7-44  the  responsibility 
for  surface  patrol  and  escort  rests  with  GTU  94.6.2, 
Air  Defense  ULITIII  with  GTU  95.6.3,  and  Hunter-Killer 
( JA3A3A)  with  CTG  94.14.  GTG  94.14  has  delegated  to 
AtCom  ULITHI  authority  to  initiate  Hunter-Killer 
(JA3A3A)  in  his  immediate  area  which  is  all  very  well 
except  that  AtCom  ULITHI  does  not  have  command  of  either 
the  air  or  surface  forces  which  should  logically 
be  used  and  once  JA3A3A  has  been  "initiated"  there  is 
no  one  in  command  of  it.  Para.  In  order  to  provide  a 
single  clear  cut  authoritative  command  which  can  take 
quick  ana  positive  local  action  instead  of  making 
requests  or  waiting  for  approval  by  other  remote 
commands  I  strongly  recommend  that  local  air  groups  and 
surface  defense  forces  be  placed  under  the  unequivocal 
command  of  AtCom  ULITHI  and  that  he  be  charged  with  base 
defense  responsible  to  his  ISIC,  CTG  94.14.     In  no 
other  way  can  maximum  security  be  obtained.  Halsey. 

CINCPAC  to  G0T'3RD?LT  Info  COHEN-XT 

TOP  NIMITZ  TO  KAL3EY,  INFO  KING.  Your  260700 

reached  me  on  my  return  to  FE  ARL.  The  difficulty  in 
meeting  Fleet  Maintenance  requirements  is  due  in  part 
to  adherence  to  target  dates  which  do  not  take  Fleet 
requirements  sufficiently  into  account.     It  was  for  that 
reason  that  my  210935  desired  that  no  commitment  be 
made  in  connection  with  the  MIND0R0  Operation,  however 
your  24040    (your  Op  Order  24-44}  constituted  a  definite 
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29  0324      CINCPAC  to  OOM3RDFLT  Info  SOMINOH  (Cont'd) 

commitment  further  sunstantiated  by  the  Conferences 
reported  by  MACARTHUR3  CX  54038  para  2.    There  appears 
now  to  be  no  alternative  except  to  carry  on  under  the 
terms  of  my  250015  and  reexamine  the  overall  situation 
after  L  3.    If  the  Fleet  is  not  then  able  tp  meet 
the  commitments  which  have  been  made  for  the  M-l 
Operation  (Pursuant  to  the  directive  from  the  Joint 
Chiefs  of  Staff  to  provide  cover  and  support  for  that 
operation)  it  may  become  necessary  to  request  a  delay 
in  that  operation.  However  such  a  delay  may  meanwhile 
become  necessary  for  other  reasons  which  will  ease  the 
situation  for  the  Fleet. 

29  0400      C0M3RDFLT  to  CINCPAO 


Tgg  Sgtggga    MAC ARTHUR  CX  45038  (271312)  concur  strikes 
U  minus  1  and  U  Day  with  strike  U  plus  1  if  absolutely 
necessary.    If  carriers  must  be  ready  to  render  addition- 
al support  on  U  plus  3  and  U  plus  4  then  I  feel 
strongly  that  INDUCTION  must  be  sufficiently  delayed 
to  permit  TF  38  to  return  to  ULITHI  for  service  rearming 
and  some  upkeep.    If  asked  to  make  recommendation  I 
would  suggest  3  Day  be  delayed  at  least  10  days.  Para. 
Concur  in  proposed  air  coordination  measures  except 
that  carrier  air  must  be  free  to  strike  any  threatening 
field  in  emergency  as  measure  of  self  preservation. 
Halsey. 

29  2349      CINCPOA  to  CINCSWPA  Info  C0M3RDFLEET 


■fgg  BggggR.     Para.  1.     See  my  170200  which  is  as  yet 
unanswered  and  Halsey' s  290400  passed  to  you  separately. 
Although  my  present  headquarters  are  far  removed  from 
the  area  of  your  operations  they  are  studied  closely 
in  connection  with  mine  with  which  they  are  so  closely 
interrelated.     I  believe  that  you  should  at  this  time 
have  my  estimate  of  the  situation  which  confronts  us. 
Para.  2.    The  enemy  naval  forces  are  not  capable  of 
interfering  effectively  with  our  forces  in  the  LEYTE 
area.    The  3rd  Fleet  controls  effectively  the  PHILIPPINE 
SEA  and  the  forces  south  of  the  EMPIRE  are  now  estimated 
to  consist  only  of  ISE  HYUAGA  1  CVE  2  CA  2  CL  and  about 
8  serviceable  destroyers.    Your  information  as  to  the 
ground  situation  is  better  than  mine.    I  assume  the 
enemy  Army  to  be  incapable  of  interfering  effectively 
with  the  MIND0R0  operation.     In  the  air  however  the 
enemy  is  still  strong  and  capable  of  operating  effective- 
ly from  LUZON  the  VTSAYAS  and  from  MINDANAO.  Ships 
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29  2349  (continued) 

which  operate  in  the  narrow  waters  of  the  PHILIPPINES 
within  the  next  few  days  may  expect  severe  attacks  from 
enemy  aircraft  which  in  the  case  of  escort  carriers  and 
assault  shipping  and  embarked  troops  may  be  destructive. 
Para  3.    The  initial  landings  in  the  PHILIPPINES  and 
to  a  considereble  degree  the  subsequent  land  operations 
have  been  made  possible  by  a  long  sustained  use  of  carrier 
aircraft.    Due  to  circumstances  beyond  our  control  which 
have  delayed  the  full  activation  of  shore  based  aircraft 
in  the  LEYTE  area  the  operations  of  the  carrier  task 
forces  have  been  protracted  to  an  unprecedented  degree 
with  inadequate  opportunity  for  rest  upkeep  and  logistic 
replenishment.     Their  long  sustained  operations  in  the 
same  area  have  facilitated  enemy  counter  measures  parti- 
cularly the  suicide  attack.     Extensive  damage  has  been 
received  and  requirements  for  carrier  pilot  replacements 
have  become  critical.    Para  4.    If  given  an  adequate 
preparatory  periou  of  recuperation  the  carrier  task  force 
can  to  a  degree  neutralize  the  enemy  air  force  in  LUZON 
for  a  considerable  time.    Without  such  preparation  their 
strikes  must  be  limited  as  indicated  by  Halsey's  290400 
and  it  will  be  unlikely  that  they  will  be  able  to  give 
you  the  subsequent  support  which  you  will  probably  need. 
Without  very  strong  preliminary  operations  by  shore  based 
aircraft  and  their  employment  concurrently  with  carrier 
aircraft  it  is  extremely  doubtful  if  the  degree  of  air 
supremacy  can  be  achieved  which  will  ensure  safe  passage 


in  every  way  possible  in  the  operations  which  you  find 
it  necessary  to  conduct  to  recapture  LUZON  I  believe 
that  eventual  success  will  come  sooner  if  the  MIND0R0 
operation  is  delayed  until  your  shore  based  air  forces 
have  been  established  in  strength  in  the  LEYTE  area  and 
have  ^ad  time  to  do  their  work  and  so  recommend.    If  , 
you  so  agree  plans  can  then  be  made  to  rest  and  prepare  * 
the  3rd  Eleet  to  support  your  operations  while  maintaining 
control  of  the  PHILIPPINE  SEA. 


29  1431    CTF  77  to  CINCSWPA  Info  COMAAF .  COM  3RD  FLEET,  CTF  95, 

ClPflCPAC ,  COMINCH 

-^¥0V  Sjigjjg^.    Evidence  of  growing  air  strength  of  enemy 
on  MINDANAO  indicates  need  of  strenuous  efforts  to  neut- 
ralize MINDANAO  fields  in  order  protect  our  line  of 
communication  and  keep  LEYTE  tenable  to  surface  shipping. 
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29  °^192  BOMCOM  21  (HANSELL)  to  DEPCOMAF  20  (HaRMQM  for  ARNOLD ) 
Info  CINCPOA,  COMGENPOA  1   ^ 

TOP  SECRET.     Subject:     Decision  on  mission.    Weather  and 
size  of  available  force  unfavorable  for  daylight  strike 
on  30  November.    Am  dispatching  30  ACFT  on  BROOKLYN  1 
tonight  partially  clearing  congestion  on  ISLEY  1.  Pre- 
paring for  maximum  effort  daylight  strike  against  1544 
on  1  December.    That  will  be  mission  MONTGOMERY  1. 

26  0700    00M3RDFLT  to  NIMITZ,  CINCPOA;  KING,  KCMORRIS  CINGPAC  ADMIN. 

-TOP  jgggg&  FOR  NIMITZ  INFO  KING.  MCM0RRI3.  Your 
250015  acknowledged.    Apparently  some  Coni3rdFlt  traffic 
was  missed  as  supporting  force  at  sea  was  reduced  to 

2  groups  on  23  November.  Para.  With  existing  target  dates 
any  ship  participating  both  in  U  plus  1  PHILIPPINE 
strike  and  S  Minus  5  FORMOSA  strike  can  have  a  maximum 

3  days  at  anchor  ULITIII.    That  is  physically  all  that 
is  possible.    If  3  groups  support  L3  those  3  groups 
can  be  given  3  days  at  anchor  before  departing  for 
INDICTION  and  the  4th  group  can  have  a  long  uninterrupted 
overhaul  weather  permitting.  Para.  During  November 
Groups  will  have  had  total  (But  not  consecutive)  time  at 
anchor  as  follows  38.1,  7  days;  38.2,  8  days;  38.3,  6  days; 
38.4,  11  days.  Para.  If  task  force  38  can  be  absolved 

of  any  support  commitments  for  sufficient  time  to  permit 
10  uninterrupted  days  at  anchor  the  operational  prospects 
for  INDUCTION,  DETACHMENT  and  ICEBERG  will  be  vastly 
improved.  To  do  this  will  require  at  least  15  days 
without  commitment  and  1  of  the  4  Groups  will  have  to 
go  elsewhere  than  UHT^I  preferably  MINUS.  Para.  I  fully 
share  your  concern  in  this  matter  of  upkeep.  I  do  not 
consider  Task  Force  38  has  had  adequate  upkeep  and  further 
It  will  be  physically  impossible  to  meet  your  maintenance 
requirements  and  carry  out  my  assigned  combat  tasks  with 
existing  target  dates.    Battle  damage  sustained  25  Nov 
has  made  this  matter  ever  more  critical.  Your  241745  was 
also  considered  in  preparing  this  despatch.  Halsey. 

27  0831    ADV  GHQ,  S.VPA  (MAC ARTHUR)  to  C0M7THFLT.  C0M3RDFLT .  CINCPOA. 

CX  54015    Following  Plan  for  3rdFlt  cover  Ml  Operations 
has  been  discussed  with  your  representatives  and  is 
submitted  for  your  approval  or  comments.  3RDFLT  neutralize 
hostile  air  forces  FORMOSA  S  minus  5  and  S  minus  4;  sweep 
northern  LUZON  fields  north  of  the  line  Santa  Cruz 
(17-10  North  121-25  East)  BBNX.3AG  DADH    CAPS  ILDEFONSO  on 
3  minu3  3  or  S  minus  2  or  both  if  practicable;  neutralize 
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top  ^rtefiaeu  -  ^ 


NOVEMBER  (GOT) 

27  0831      ADV  GHQ,  M  (MAC ARTHUR)  to  C0M7THFLT  ; '  COM  3RD  FIT . 

OINCPOA  (Continued)  


AIRVJF  YMP  FORMOSA  S  minus  1  and  S  Day;  stand  by  for 
missions  of  opportunity  S  plus  2  until  relieved; 
continuing  mission  to  destroy  and  neutralize  Naval 
■forces  threatening  the  operation.    Southwest  Pacific 
Air  Forces  and  7th  Air  Force  will  neutralize  air  in 
the  PHILIPPINE,  Southwestward  thereof,  except  during 
period  of  fighter  sweep  on  S  minus  3  or  S  minus  A  0. 
14th  and  20th  Air  Forces  as  later  arranged.  Normal 
zone  of  responsibility  between  3rd  Fleet  and  south- 
west Pacific  Air  Forces,  except  for  reconaissance, 
east  coast  of  PHILIPPINE  ARCHIPELAGO ,  North  Coast 
of  LUZON  extended  westward  to  southernmost  point 
on  HAINAN  ISLAND  except  during  fighter  sweep  when 
3rd  Fleet  sweeps  north  LUZON.  Southwest  Pacific 
Air  Forces  included  from  this  area  during  day  of 
this  sweep.     3rd  Fleet  and  southwest  Pacific  Air  Forces, 
including  7th  Air  Force  and  escort  carriers  7th  Fleet, 
will  exchange  information  when  either  force  strikes 
in  the  area  of  the  other.  Notification  should  ge 
given  as  far  in  advance  as  practicable  indicating 
the  target  to  be  attacked,  approximate  scale  of  effort, 
and  the  time  of  attack. 

29  0842      1140 ARTHUR  to  SUBC0K3EAC  Info  CINCPOA.  C0M7THFLT. 
C0M3RDFLT,  DETACH  GHQ,  HOLI  INDIA 

TOP  SECRET >  For  Admiral  Lord  Mount batten.    The  enemy 
is  making  a  decisive  stand  In  the  PHILIPPINES.  Operation 
L-3  involves  a  penetration  to  unique  on  5  December. 
V/e  do  not  yet  have  complete  control  of  the  air  and  sea 
in  the  PHILIPPINE  ARCHIPELAGO.  In  view  of  this  situation 
my  plans  provide  strong  surface  ship  and  carrier 
protection  to  our  assault  echelon  during  its  movement 
through  the  MINDANAO  and  3ULU  SEAS.  However  I  have 
some  concern  for  the  safety  of  follow  up  shipping 
after  the  withdrawal  from  those  waters  of  my 
battleship,  cruiser  and  escort  carrier  forces  a 
withdrawal  necesitated  by  their  need  for  replenishment 
prior  to  operation  M-l  20  December,     In  order  to 
alleviate  the  threat  of  attack  from  the  southwest 
against  my  lightly  protected  loc  from  LEYTE  to  unique 
I  feel  it  would  be  most  helpful  if  you  could  undertake 
strong  diversion  within  a  day  or  2  after  my  landing  on 
5  December  and  to  repeat  shortly  after  landing  on 
December  20.     I  would  appreciate  your  comments  on  the 
probability  of  you  maintaining  for  a  limited  time 
enemy  air  and  naval  forces  in  the  SINGAPORE  area  were 
you  to  strike  the  MALAY  PENINSULA  or  other  strategic 
objective  within  your  reach. 
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NOVEMBER  (GOT) 

29  1923    -T0r^g8R5gL    COKINGE  AND  GW  to  CINCPOA 

War  Department  plans  to  assign  Major  General  Charles 
H.  Corlett  to  conduct  planning  and  be  available  to 
command  Army  troops  in  KEELBLO CK3 .     It  is  desired 
therefore  that  General  Corlett  attend  the  conference 
called  by  your  282117.    Advise  as  soon  as  possible 
date  you  wish  him  to  arrive.     It  will  be  necessary 
for  him  to  return  to  United  States  for  a  brief  period 
following  conference. 

30  1311      GHQ,  SOV/ESPAC  ( J  L\C  ARTHUR)   to  CINCPOA.   C0KU5AAF  WASH  DC. 

etc 

CA  54-167  *Cfl?  oiunS*.  U  Day,  Operations  instructions 
74  this  headquarters,  is  15  December  1944.  S  Day, 
Operations  instructions  73  this  headquarters,  is  9 
January  1945. 
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01  0230      CINCPQA  to  C0M3RDFLT  Info  COMFWDAREA.  CTF  95. 
CTG  30.5.   COMAIRPAC.  COHGENAAFPOA 

*T©^^^S¥-.  In  order  to  obtain  close  coordination  of 
bombing  and  photographic  missions  reauired  for  future 
operations  desire  that  photo  Group  2  "be  assigned 
temporarily  to  operational  control  CTF  95.    3rd  Fleet 
requirements  both  for  photographic  missions  and 
processing  will  continue  to  have  such  priority  as 
you  require.    ComFwdArea  291001  not  to  all  refers. 

01  0309      CINCPQA  to  00MG5N  20TH  AF  THRU  DEPCOM  20TH  -IF  Info 
CCL'."3RDFLT ,   JIKCSO/flSSPAC  ' 

— TOP  JEOfig^  This  answers  para  1  your  WARX  68829  which 
is  261723.  Desire  following  use  15  sorties  available. 
10  Sorties  desired  to  maintain  surveillance  of  major 
airfields  and  wastern  sea  approaches  to  KYUSHU  S-15 
to  S-5.     Balance  of  sorties  to  be  available  on  call. 
This  predicated  on  ability  of  CinCS.VPA  to  provide 
coverage  of  FORMOSA  as  indicated  in  search  plan 
Annex  to  FIVES0MS.    If  circumstances  prevent  full 
extension  of  search  plan  G  surveillance  of  FORMOSA 
will  be  desired  instead  of  KYUSHU.  Para.  Daily  photo 
reconnaissance  of  OKINAWA  airfields  is  desired  S-15 
to  S-ll  and  on  S-9.  Dispatch  reconnaissance  reports 
and  interpretation  of  photos  to  Com3rdFlt,  CTF  38, 
CTG's  38.1,  38.2,  38.3. 

02  0313Z    CINCPQA  to  ALL  TYPE  COMMANDERS  PACFLT ,  ALL  TFC  PACFLT . 

C0MGENAAFP0A ,  CPMOEN3-QA  Info  C PUNCH.  CINCSWPA.  COM  7TH 
FLT,  COMGENAAFSWPA  

y^-SSGSBfr     Para  1.    Effective  0000  (minus  10)  6 
December  the  Shore  Based  Air  Force  Forward  Area  is 
dissolved  and  the  Strategic  Air  Force  P0A  (TF  93) 
established  under  command  of  Lieut  Gen  M  F  Harmon. 
Provisions  my  serial  000144  of  17  November  and  enclo- 
sures apply.    Para  2.     7th  Bomber  Command  plus  VMB 
612  and  long  range  fighters  (P-38's)  in  MARIANAS 
assigned  TF  93  except  that  494th  Bomb  Group  remains 
under  operational  control  FEAF  until  released.  Para 
3.     Other  elements  now  in  TF  95  reassigned  to  TF  94 
for  service  in  air  defense  commands  MARIANAS  ULITHI 
and  PALAU  or  as  desired  by  CTF  94.    Assignment  of 
air  defense  PALAU  and  ULITHI  to  direct  control  of 
atoll  commanders  authorized.    Para  4.    Major  General 
Hale  and  present  joint  staff  available  to  CTF  93  for 
assignment.    Para  5.    Offensive  tasks  now  assigned 
TF  95  reassigned  to  TF  93  except  neutralization  of 
enemy  held  positions  in  MARIANAS  which  is  reassigned 
to  TF  94. 
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DECLASSIFIED 


02  0205     DEPCOMAF  20  to  COMGEN  AF  20  Info  CINCPOA,  CINCSWPA, 
COL:  3RD  FLT,  COMBOMCOIJ  20,  COLIBOI  ICOI.I  21 

Tgj|  SECRET.     AAFPOA  9985      Subject  is  20  AF  support 
to  Ml.     Reference  Arnolds  WARX  68829  not  to  all  dated 
261723  GCT.    BomCom  20  requested  to  direct  15  sorties 
available  for  reconnaissance  as  follows:     10  sorties 
to  maintain  surveillance  of  major  airfields  and  western 
sea  approaches  to  KYUSHU  during  period  S-15  to  S-5 
inclusive.    Balance  of  5  sorties  to  be  available  on 
call  beginning  S-15  for  special  recco  missions.  This 
plan  predicated  on  ability  of  SWPA  to  provide  coverage 
of  FORMOSA  as  outlined  in  Search  Plan  G  Annex  to 
Fivesome.     If  circumstances  prevent  full  extension 
of  Search  Plan  G  surveillance  of  FORMOSA  instead  of 
KYUSHU  will  be  desired.     Desired  from  BomCom  21:  Daily- 
photo  reconnaissance  of  major  OKINAWA  airfields  from 
S-15  to  3-11  inclusive  and  on  S-9.    All  reconnaissance 
and  photo  interpretation  reports  to  be  furnished  Com 
3rd  Fleet,  ComTasFor  38,  ComTasGroups  38.1,  2,  and  3. 
3  day  npw  set  as  9  January.    Recommend  approval. 

02  0900    CINCSWPA  sgd  MACARTIIUR  to  CG  USAF  CHINA  Info  CINCPOA, 
COIIDR  aNF.   CCI.IDR  AAF  FOR 

CX-54259-¥QP  ia  and  L3  are  different  operations 

Refer  your  CFB-27866,  1  December.    Ml  operation  is 
that  referred  to  in  Fivesome  in  paragraph  2A(4).    S  day 
is  as  indicated  in  our  C-54189.    Details  of  the  opera- 
tion continued  in  01-73  are  not  essential  for  coordi- 
nation of  14th  Air  Force  activities  in  support  of  the 
Ml  operation.    L3  covered  in  01-74  with  objective  in 
the  central  PHILIPPINES  is  a  preliminary  operation  to 
Ml.     The  date  is  termed  U  day  and  is  15  December. 
Due  to  your  limited  facilities  request  for  special 
missions  other  than  reconnaissance  missions  to  support 
the  L3  operation  will  not  be  made  in  order  to  conserve 
maximum  support  for  the  Ml  operation.    Para    It  is' 
requested  if  practicable  that  KUNMING  searches  be 
flown  from  U  minus  3  day  and  continue  through  the 
period  indicated  in  paragraph  2D  in  Fivesome. 
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02  2024      3INCP0A  to  CTF  93;  CTF  94;  Info  COMINCH;  CINC5WPA; 

00K3RDFLT;  C0M5T.IFLT ;  CTF  95;  COMCRUDIV  5: 

— ¥Qf>~3trefigq!-.    As  soon  as  practicable  strategic  Air 
•force  conduct  all  out  air  attack  with,  maximum  strength 
available  against  enemy  aircraft  and  air  installations 
at  V/ORKMAN.  ComFwdArea  conduct  surface  daylight 
bombardment  to  destroy  defense  installations.  ComFwdArea 
and  ComGen  AAFPOA  arrange  coordination  direct.  Lieut 
Gen  HARMON  will  depart  Hickam  about  2000  3  December 
VW  to  establish,  temporary  Headquarters  at  SAIPAN. 
See  CinGPOA  top  secret  serial  000155  of  24  Nov  to 
ComFwdArea  copy  being  furnished  CoDiGen  AAFPOA  by 
Officer  Messenger. 

03  0735       COMGEN  14TB  VIA  OOMNAV  UNIT  14TH  COMNAVGRP  CHINA  to 

CO^aYGROUP  CillKA;  CINGPOA  Info  COMGENSi.TAC ;  COMGEN 
AAF  FZAF,  COMGEN  USA  FOR  CHINA;  MAC  ARTHUR ,  NEP?y, 
fflDSMBTER; 


CAKX-1776  TOP  32 ClOg.  CINCPOA  020310  received  this 
headquarters  states  that  U  Day  has  been  postponed  10 
days.  The  14th  Air  Force  will  commence  on  the  basis 
of  this  message  at  U-2  to  conduct  1  LAB  reconnaissance 
daily  from  TOURAINE  to  LINGAYEN  GULF  using  the  same 
signal  SOP  as  previously.  2  LAB  strike  missions  per 
night  as  are.  now  being  conducted  in  the  LAB  area 
assigned  to  the  14th  Air  Force  will  be  continued.  These 
missions  partially  cover  northern  approaches  of  the 
south  CHINA  SEA  within  1100  mile  radius  of  KUNMING. 
Weather  and  logistics  permitting,  these  latter  LAB 
strikes  missions  instead  of  being  dispatched  from 
MUNMIKG  will  be  despatched  from  SUICHWAN  and  will 
provide  reconnaissance  from  SHANGHAI  through  the 
FORMOSA  STRAIT.  Beginning  at  3-15  the  southern  LAB 
reconnaissance  will  be  discontinued  in  favor  from 
FITESOME  of  B  Appendix.  Chennault. 

03  0215      CINCPOA  to  COMINCH  Info  C0M5THFLT;  C0MPHIB3PAC ; 
COMGEN  10TII  ARMY: 


rP6y-^iXS^g-.  CinCSVVPA  301311  necessitates  establishment 
new  target  dates  for  DETACHMENT  and  ICEBERG  which  should 
be  announced  without  delay  in  order  to  avoid  tying  up 
shipping  and  other  resources  unnecessarily.    The  minimum 
interval  between  M-l  and  DETACHMENT  had  originally 
been  established  as  31  days  and  was  increased  to  45 
to  allow  for  necessary  upkeep  of  covering  forces  after 
protracted  operations.  Para.  It  now  appears  necessary 
to  allow  for  somewhat  extended  covering  operations  after 
M-l  and  also  for  an  upkeep  and  recuperation  period 
accordingly  a  minimum  internal  of  41  days  seems  wise 
for  planning  purposes.    Retaining  a  40  day  interval 
between  DETACHMENi   and  ICEBERG  will  give  desirable 
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03  0215      CINCPOA  to  C0MCNCI1  Info  C0K5THFLT;  GOl IFHIBSP^C  : 
COMGEN  IQTIT  .JflT:   [  Continued) 

weather  for  latter.  Para.  Request  concurrence  in 
announcing  19  February  and  1  April  as  new  target 
dates  for  my  next  2  Operations. 

02  2158Z    ARNOLD  to  DEPOOIIAF  20;  JIKCPOA  Info  C0M3RDFLT; 
GINOSmVESPAG-. 


iVAR-71838  ¥9P  SSCIGT.  Reply  to  CIKCP0A3  010309. 
20TH  and  21ST  Bonder  Commands  have  been  directed  to 
perform  supporting  operations  as  indicated  in  CinCPOA's 
message  and  in  message  number  9985  AAFPOA. 


03  0731      ADMIRAL  FRASER  to  ADMIRAL  NIMITZ. 


Admiral  Nimitz  only.    Your  251615  November.    I  have 
consulted  context  Admiralty  who  agree  with  my  proposal 
to  carry  out  operation  against  Sumatran  oil  refineries 
on  passage  to  the  PACIFIC.    At  the  same  time  they  are 
most  anxious  that  I  should  not  delay  arrival  of  the 
British  Pacific  Fleet  in  the  PACIFIC  more  than  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  (3)  I  shall  probably  be  able  to 
improve  on  dates  given  in  paragraph  4  of  my  190504  and 
carrier  force  should  be  in  AUSTRALIA  by  end  of  January 
(4)  I  gladly  accept  your  invitation  and  hope  to  arrive 
PEARL  HARBOR  about  18th  December. 


04  1230      L:AC ARTHUR  to  C0M3RDFLT  Info  0INCP0A.   COM  ALLIED  NAVAL 
F0RC3S.   OGH  ALLIED  AIR  FORCES: 

TOr  JEGRETi  CX  54370.  Reference  Com3rdFlt»s  290400. 
Still  desire  cover  by  3rdFlt  on  U-l,  U  Day,  and  U  plus 
1  as  indicated  in  my  CX  54038,  too  271312.  1st 
Follow  up  convoy  due  to  arrive  objective  area  U  plus 
6.  In  view  of  changed  dates  and  greater  interval 
between  operations,  can  3rd  Fleet  be  prepared  to  strike 
LUZON  airfields  and  shipping  on  U  plus  4,  U  plus  5 
and  u  plus  6.  No  desire  restrict  3rd  Fleet  striking  field 
in  own  defense.    Coordination  line  delimits  normal 
activity  and  provides  for  coordination  through  infor- 
mation when  1  air  force  enters  the  normal  zone  of  the 
other.    Notification  only  la  required.  In  view  of  the 
extended  time  factors  which  will  probably  permit  greater 
strength  on  your  attack,  it  would  be  helpful  for  you 
as  2nd  priority  to  bomb  shipping  from  '.'/est  Coast  LUZON 
south  of  LINGAYEN  inclusive  to  assist  in  preventing 
hostile  surface  reaction  against  objective  area.  Request 
~J  early  reply. 
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DECEMBER  ( G-GT) 

01  09C0      Com3rdFlt  to  CINCPAC: 

TOP  JSCTQ1^  .FOR  NIMITZ.  Noting  CinCSWPA  301311  and 
referring  to  my  010146.    For  a  starter  I  am  keeping 
a  skeleton  group  at  sea.    The  prospect  of  their  being 
needed  appears  very  remote  but  the  Nips  are  stubborn 
and  they  are  being  badly  goaded  by  the  B-29  strikes. 
If  and  as  prospects  of  enemy  surface-carrier  retaliation 
decreases  I  will  reduce  PHILIPPINE  SEA  patrol  to  small 
surface  unit  working  in  conjunction  with  shore  based 
air.    I  am  not  passing  the  buck  in  saying  that  your 
own  estimate  would  be  most  welcome.  Halsey. 

05  1024Z    RICHARDSON  to  »VAR  DEPT.   CHIEF  OF  STAFF.  ARMY;  CINCPOA. 
ARMY  AT.R  FORGES  P0A: 


TOr  ggpEgg-   RJ-42017  Availability  of  medium  bomb  group 
plus  air  services  group  from  MT0  about  January  10  is 
noted.     Based  on  change  in  D  Day,  now  15  March,  and 
Progress  of  the  operation  as  visualized  in  theater  it 
is  expected  that  this  group  will  be  in  operation  10 
May  1945.  Recommend  that  units  be  on  West  Coast  and 
unit  loaded  not  later  than  20  March  1945-  Following 
specific  information  submitted  as  requested.  A.  Flight 
echelon  readiness  date  20  April.    B.  Air  echelons 
of  squadrons  and  groups  by  water  shipment.  C.  Retention 
of  selected  personnel  from  ground  echelon  moving  by 
water  will  not  be  required.  D.  Personnel  under  B  and 
C  above  will  be  by  water  to  final  destination  without 
intermediate  stops  enroute.  Assumption  that  United 
States  Army  Forces  Pacific  Ocean  Areas  request  for 
service  forces  for  ICEBERG  includes  services  in  support 
of  additional  Air  Combat  Units  is  correct.  Commander 
in  Chief  Pacific  Ocean  Areas  concurs  in  the  foregoing. 
Reference  substitution  of  VLR  Group  for  heavy  bomb- 
ardment Group,  study  now  underway  to  determine  whether 
or  not  1  complete  VLR  Wing  can  be  deployed  in  LEGUMINOUS. 
If  Commander  in  Chief  Pacific  Ocean  ireas  accepts 
propose  to  recommend  employment  of  only  2  Heavy  Bomb- 
a'rdment  Groups  in  Phase  1,  2  VLR  Groups  to  be  deployed 
in  Phase  2  and  remaining  2  VLR  Groups  of  the  Wing 
to  be  deployed  as  soon  thereafter  as  situation  permits. 
If  possible  15  March  should  be  readiness  date  at  home 
station  for  2  aviation  squadrons. 

0500722      CTF  93  to  CINCPOA,   30MINCH,  CIN030WE3PAC ,  C0M3RDFLT , 
SAUDI V  5,   C0M5THFLT ,   X::A?20.  DEPCOLLAF  20,   CTF  94. 
WAR  DEPT  WASHDC. 


Xfi=^i«T.    Following  Plan  all-out  attack  1.70  JIMA 
scheduled  for  7  Dec  east  longitude  all  times  K(-10). 
A.  Just  prior  to  noon  VF  by  P-38;  B.  1200  to  1345  2440 
attack  by  estimated  75  B-29's  dropping  750  tons,  C. 
1400  to  1530  attack  by  estimated  95  B-24's  dropping  23 
tons,  D.  Beginning  1600  bombardment  by  CruDiv  5- 
Foregoing  arranged  in  conference  CTF  94  and  BomCom  21. 


Top  jECRBfr.    ^  ^ 

DECEMBER  (GOT) 

06  0049    CIMCPOA  to  COMINCH  DECLASSIFIED 

-i^pCRE^    Your  021258.    In  proposing  temporary 
utilization  VMF  squadrons  on  fast  carriers  it  was 
not  anticipated  that  units  of  1st  Marine  Air-  tfing 
would  be  so  employed.    Recommend  -that  withdrawal  of 
such  squadrons  from  Southwest  Pacific  (which  would 
leave  MarAirWing  1  badly  unbalanced  tactically)  be 
deferred  since  immediate  CVG  requirements  will  be 
met  from  Marine  squadrons  presently  available  to 
POA  which  are  in  excess  of  shore  based  needs  through 
initial  garrison  period  of  ICEBERG  operation.  See 
ComAirPac  020254. 

05  2032     COMINCH .  CNO  to  CINCPOA 

TOr  3ECKB3-.     Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  concur  your  030215 
and  authorize  announcement  proposed  in  last  sentence 
thereof. 

06  0159    GHQ,  50V/ESPAC  signed  MACARTHUR  to  COM  3BU  FLT  Info 

CTNCF0A,  COM  ALLIED  NAVAL  FORCES .  COM  ALLT^D  ATn 
FORCES  '    "  1  —  

TOP  SECfffig.   Reference  my  OX  54015,  TOO  270831,  relative 
3rd  Fit  cover  and  support  M-l,  reexamination  of 
requirements  in  light  of  changed  dates  indicates 
following  plan  3rd  Fit  cover  and  support  desirable 
subject  to  future  developments  of  situation.     3rd  Fit 
neutralize  hostile  air  forces  Formosa  S-5  S-4;  sweep 
airfields  of  northern  LUZON  north  of  the  line  SANTA 
CRUZ  (17-10N,  121-25E)  -  BAGABAB  -  CAPE  IDLEF0N30  on 
S-3  and  S-2  to  cover  minesweeping  operations  in  objec- 
tive area  starting  3-3;  neutralize  air  FORMOSA  3-1 
and  3  day;  standby  for  missions  of  opportunity  S/2  until 
relieved;  continuous  mission  to  destroy  and  neutralize 
naval  forces  threatening  the  operation.  Southwest 
Pacific  Air  Forces  and  7th  Air  Force  will  neutralize 
air  in  the  PHILIPPINES  and  southwestward  thereof 
except  for  northern  LUZON  during  period  of  3rd  Fit 
sweeps  on  S-3  and  3-2.    14th  Air  Force  to  reconnoiter 
as  indicated  in  quote  Fivesomw  unquote,  enclosure  B, 
and  to  attack  HONGKONG  with  maximum  intensity  between 
S-10  and  S/10.     20th  Air  Force  perform  missions  as 
specified  in  Cincpoa's  010309  and  272127  GCT.  Normal 
zone  of  responsibility  and  coordination  of  air  as  in 
my  CX  54015.    For  your  information,  starting  3-3  until 
further  notice  from  Commander  LUZON  Attack  Force  (TF 
77)  the  area  north  of  the  line  HERMANA  MAYOR  ISLAND  - 
C AMI LING  and  west  of  the  line  CAMILING- BAGABAG-S ANT A 
CRUZ  will  constitute  the  area  of  air  operations  for 
the  aircraft  of  the  LUZON  Attack  Force  (principally^ 
escort  carrier  aviation).     Aviation  of  other  commands 
upon  entering  the  area  S-3  to  3-1  days,  report  to 
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06  0159  (continued) 

advance  commander  support  aircraft  LUZON  in  ship 
under  command  Fire  and  Support  Group  (CTG  77.2); 
on  S  day  and  thereafter  to  CSA  LUZON  Attack  Force 
(voice  call  HALIFAX).    Limits  of  area  will  be  changed 
by  dispatch  as  required. 

06  0202     COM  3 ED  FLEET  to  CINCPOA 

-TOP  JEGRBg-.     CinCSWPA  OX  54370  (041230)  recommend 
employment  of  3rd  Fleet  as  requested  with  proviso 
that  3rd  Fleet  will  strike  during  period  U  plus  4 
to  U  plus  6  JNRY  if  specifically  requested  to  do  so. 
Further  suggest  that  CinCSWPA  notify  Com  3rd  Fleet 
promptly  if  general  situation  permits  cancellation 
of  U/  1  strike.    Wording  of  text  assigning  strike 
is  not  clear  but  intend  that  all  strikes  be  launched 
from  east  coast  of  PHILIPPINES. 


DECLASSIFIES 


05  1521    WAR  DEPT  to  CINCSWPA,   COKGENPOA,  CINCPOA 

WARX  72694    TOP  SBCISg.     Concerning  proposed  FILBAS 
Agreement  (indicated  also  in  CX  51685  dated  7  November 
1944);  CX  52257  dated  16  November  44;  Cincpoa  200113 
November  44;  C54123  dated  29  November;  and  WARX  57406 
dated  4  November.     (1)  Plan  FILBAS  is  approved.  (2) 
Transfers  for  the  support  of  FILBAS  will  be  effected 
at  time  agreed  upon  by  theater  commanders  concerned. 
These  forces  remain  under  control  of  Cincpoa  until 
transfer  is  effected.    ComGenPOA  will  notify  WD  of 
effective  date  of  each  transfer  of  Army  units.  (3) 
Some  or  all  of  the  following  units:  1  ordnance  company 
HAM;  5  QM  truck  Cos;  5  QM  service  Cos;  1  QM  laundry 
company;  1  QM  bakery  company;  and  2  PORR  Cos  TC;  may 
be  required  in  another  theater  in  support  of  8  VLR 
groups,  the  deployment  of  which  is  now  under  considera- 
tion by  JOS.    Prior  to  actual  physical  transfer  to  SWPA 
of  these  particular  units,  War  Department  confirmation 
of  movement  will  be  secured.    Navy  concurs. 


05  0048    DEPCOMAF  20  to  C0KGEN30MC0M  21  Info  CINCPOA,  COMGENPOA. 

TOP  fllJORg^.  "Telecon  message  No  S-4-7.  Subject  target 
code  names.    The  following  code  designators  of  possible 
future  missions  of  the  20th  Bomber  Command  are  furnished 
for  your  information: 


CODE  NAMj! 

NEVADA 

WYOMING 

MARYLAND 

NEBRASKA 

FLORIDA 


TARGET 

OITURA 

SINGAPORE 

NAGASAKI 

SAIGON 

ANSHAN 


CODE  NAME 

GEORGIA 

TENNESSEE 

OREGON 

DHIO 

NEW  YORK 
ILLINOIS 


TARGET 
TAKAO 
MOULMEIN 
YA '/ATA  . 
KEELUNG 
HANKOW 
TACHIARI 
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05  0048      DEPCOMAF  20  to  JOMGENBOMC OM  21  Info  CINCPOA.  COIvJGSNPOA, 
{ Continued]" 


When  a  repeat  is  run  on  the  same  target  the  code 
designator  should  be  followed  by  a  number  indicating 
the  number  of  attack  on  that  target  for  example, 
San  Antonia  1,  2  and  3. 

07  0335       COMGENAAFPOA  to  CINCPOA. 


AAFPOA  10146.  ?or  ggggBg^  Attention  invited  to  the 
following  references:   (A)  C oraGe n AAFPO A  top  secret  9839 
to  CinCPOA  28  November  ( B)  ComGenAAFPOA  Top  secret 
10026  to  ComAF  20  Info  CinCPOA  3  December  (C)  ARNOLD 
WARX  72670  to  Richardson  for  Harmon  4  December  passed 
to  CinCPOA  for  Info.     By  reference  (C)  the  V/ar  Department 
proposes  to  commit  entire  655  Bombardment  Squadron 
Heavy  to  this  theater  for  Long  Range  '.'feather 
reconnaissance.    Your  concurrence  has  already  been 
obtained  in  sending  flight  A  to  the  MARIANAS  and  Flight 
C  to  ICEBERG.     It  is  highly  desirable  that  complete 
squadron  be  brought  to  theater,  as  this  represents 
minimum  number  of  personnel  capable  of  providing  adequate 
weather  information,  as  covered  in  detail  in  reference 
(C).    Request  your  concurrence  in  advising  liar  Department 
that  theater  is  prepared  to  accept  remainder  of  this 
unit.    This  would  involve  the  additional  movement  of 
38  officers  and  168  enlisted  personnel  to  GUAM 
subsequent  to  1  March  1945,  of  which  a  minimum  of  17 
officers  and  45  enlisted  would  travel  by  air. 

07  0638        CINCPOA  to  COMTHIRDFLEET ,   CINCSAfPA  Info  COMINCH, 
COMF.VDAREA,   C 01, ■SEVENTH FLEET . 

This  io  TOP  jgjjggjg*    Pursuant  to  the  directive  of 
subparagraph  3  ( C )  of  my  letter  of  instructions  serial 
00096  of  18  August  1944  Third  fleet  will  provide  cover 
for  the  L-3  Operation.    Proposals  of  CinCSV/PA  CX  54038 
(271312)  and  CX  54370  (041230)  approved  subject  to 
following.  A.  Other  directives  of  letter  of  instructions 
of  18  August  continue  in  effect.  B.  Major  units  of  the 
3rd  Fleet  will  not  transit  SURIGAO  or  SAM  BERNADINO 
or  LUZON  STRAIT  unless  specifically  authorized  by 
CINCPOA  or  unless  in  hot  pursuit  of  enemy  units  so 
valuable  that  the  hazards  of  mines  and  air  action 
in  narrow  waters  warrant  the  added  risk  to  our  major 
units.  C.  CinCSWPA  is  requested  to  notify  Com3rdFlt 
if  general  situation  permits  cancellation  unit  plus 
1  strike.  D.  It  is  understood  that  specific  request  will 
be  originated  by  CinCSvVPA  if  strikes  on  unit  plus  4 
unit  plus  5  or  unit  plus  6  are  required. 
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°7  0554    CINCPOA  to  C0M3RDFLT,  CINCSY/PA  Info  COMINCH,  COM7THFLT 

TOP  aB6HS^.     Proposals  of  CinCSWPA  CX  54435  (060I.59) 
connection  3rdFieet  operations  approved  except  that 
mission  of  Third  Fleet  will  remain  as  prescribed  in 
broader  terms  by  my  OpPlan  9-44.    Tentative  provisions 
of  paragraph  1  Annex  D  of  same  OpPlan  modified  to 
accord  with  CinCSVVPA  CX  54435  and  may  be  further  modi- 
fied as  contemplated  by  suparagraph  G  thereof. 


07  1156 


CTF  77  to  COL;  ALLIED  AIR  FOR,  C0M5TH  AIRFORCE  Info 
CIKCS.vPa,  UC^7THFLEET,  GTIT  77.12.7.  CTF  73.  COM  3RD 
FLEET ,   CINCPAC.  COMINCH   

TOP  SEORgK    As  generally  agreed  conference  between 
ComAllied  Air  Forces  and  RAdm  3tump  commanding  CVE's 
in  L3  operation  following  minimum  requirements  fighter 
cover  shore  based  air  at  the  folio-wing  times  during 
which  CVE's  will  be  unable  to  provide  any  fighter  cover. 
U  minus  2  day  dawn  to  1900  16  fighters  MINDANAO  SEA. 
U  minus  1  1700  to  1900  S  fighters  cover  each  over  CVS»s 
and  convoy  west  of  NEGRO S  and  PAN AY .    U  day  1800  to 
1900  8  fighters  over  CVE's  south  of  NSGR03  and  S  fighters 
over  slow  convoy  all  day.    U  plus  1  day  12  fighters 
over  CVE's  east  MINDANAO  SEA  or  3URIGA0  STRAIT  daybreak 
until  formation  clear  LEYT3  GULF  and  CVE's  can  conduct 
flight  operations.    Request  you  confirm  this  arrange- 
ment and  advise  concerning  meeting  these  reauirements . 


07  2333     ART  OLD   jlGITP  K:tR3TT  ML    ;CMGTK*JL?FOA  to  RICHARDSON  FOR 

••  .::;:on  info  ctncpoa: 

'TOP  S^^Srffig.  Greatly  concerned  by  Japanese  air  raids  on 
MARIANAS  which  have  in  three  raids  effected  substantial 
attrition  to  B-29  airoraft  including  7  destroyed,  9 
major  damaged,  30  damaged.    Our  B-29  raids  on  Japanese 
homeland  will  continue  to  provoke  desperate  and 
fanatical  counteraction.     Consider  that  heavy  bombing 
of  17/0  JIMA  is  a  constructive  measure  but  do  not  believe 
will  prevent  future  enemy  air  attacks  on  our  B-29  bases. 
Raids  will  still  be  possible  by  long  range  aircraft 
from  Jap  homeland  with  possibility  of  employing  1  way 
aircraft.    Japs  have  capability  of  bombarding  B-29 
bases  by  subs  and  light  naval  forces;  Landing  small 
raiding  forces  from  naval  craft;  causing  damage  to  B-29 
aircraft  by  local  sabotage;  Dropping  paratroops.  Example 
of  Jap  paratroop  action  follows:  On  Dec  6  G1IQ,  reported 
that  paratroops  were  dropped  at  night  by  14  enemy  planes 
on  2  airdromes  in  LEYT3.  Vital  that  every  effort  be 
made  to  insure  the  most  effective  defense  of  B-29  bases; 
'\JV  proper  and  expeditious  use  of  engineers  in  developing 

the  most  effective  radar  sites;  with  earliest  ins  tall  a-;,  a 
tion  of  New;  and  development  of  all  possible  passive^ ^  r 
defense  measures.    This  is  sent  to  you  as  an  insurance 
that  no  enemy  capabilities  are  being  overlooked  in  the 
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07  2333       ARNOLD  3IGNED  MARSHALL  COMGENAAFPOA  to  RICHARDSON  FOR 
HARMON  Info  CINCPOA: 

precautionary  measures  you  are  taking. 


08  2315      ?N-08-41^T0E  aEORj^ 

BOI.ICOL:  21  to  COI.IGENAF  20: CINCPOA;  CQMGENPOA;  Info 
DEPCOKAF  20?  

The  :ai  BC  must  carry  out  a  maximum  effort  attack  against 
targets  in  HONSHU  on  13  Dec  in  support  of  L-3  Operations, 
further  support  will  be  continued  thereafter  as 
practicable.    Our  maintenance  situation  is  such  that 
any  major  effort  against  JAPAN  prior  to  that  date  will 
detract  materially  from  magnitude  of  effort  on  13  Dec. 
Hence  no  major  operations  will  be  scheduled  prior  to 
13  Dec.    On  13  Dec  we  plan  to  carry  out  the  following 
operation,  depending  on  weather:   (A)  Memphis  1,  if 
wind  and  cloud  predictions  will  permit  of  precision 
bombing  in  daylight,  or  (B)  Los  Angeles  1,  if  weather 
not  favorable  for  daylight  precision  bombing.  Target 
for  Los  Angeles  1  has-  been  selected  as  permitting 
radar  bombing  of  a  primary  target,  with  secondary 
effect  on  the  city  of  NAGOYA,  in  which  the  primary 
target  is  located.    Los  Angeles  1  will  be  conducted 
as  a  night  mission  since  that  will  permit  carrying  of 
larger  bomb  load. 

10  0918      COI.CAF  20  to  COMGflNARI-.IT  .JR  FORCE  Info  COMGENAAFPO  4. 
'JOI'Ga  PCA.  CILCPOA: 

FN-10-25*  TOP  gggfiggi  Your  iVARX- 74052  December  7. 
Have  discussed  these  matters  with  ISCOM  SAIPAN 
GENERAL  JARKAN,  with  ADlOffiAL  HOOVER  and  members  of 
his  staff.    All  here  concerned  with  defense  VLR  bases 
are  alert  to  situation.  Hoover  maintaining  2  to  3 
DD*s  100  miles  to  northwest  for  early  radar  warning. 
These  have  provided  advance  warning  on  at  least  3 
occasions.  Coordinated  employment  night  fighter, 
fighter/searchlight  teams,  land  based  and  DD  radars 
being  developed  maximum.  Local  radar  installations  in- 
clude 3  SCR  682  and  1  AN/TPS- 3.    These  give  full  low 
angle  coverage  and  giving  good  results.  Installation 
of  new  on  TOPACHAU  is  on  highest  priority.  Present 
estimates  gi*e  January  20  as  operational  date.  I  hope 
for  earlier  operation.  Doctor  Bowles  here  now  and 
may  be  able  assist  in  this  and  other  respects.  Daily 
searches,  off  shore  picket  boats,  visual  OPTION  P'S 
and  radars  should  provide  against  surprise  by  submarines 
and  surface  craft.    Adjacent  water  areas  well  covered 
by  dual  purpose  9010':  and  shore  batteries.     I3LEY  FIELDS 
1  and  2  are  protected  by  about  500  automatic  weapons 
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10  0918      COMAF  20  to  COMGENARMY  AIR  FORCE  Info  C0MG3NAAFP0A. 
COMGENPO A t  CINCPO A :     [  continued) 

supplemented  by  spread  beam  searchlights.  General 
Jarman  alert  to  need  for  protection  against  paratroop 
raids  and  sabotage.    I  do  not  consider  present  plan 
satisfactory  as  not  sufficiently  well  organized  it 
endeavors  make  maximum  utilization  Air  Force  and 
Engineer  Troops  available.    I  am  suggesting  to  Jarman 
that  he  provide  a  unit  trained  and  equipped  for  this 
duty.     Combination  Air  Force/Engineer  Fire  Fighting 
Organization  has  functioned  in  superior  manner.  My 
plan  for  air  operations  provides  for  daily  strikes  of 
l  to  2  B-24  squadrons  against  air  fields  at  I'.VO  JIMA 
with  occasional  fighter  sweeps  and  for  nightly  harassment 
those  airdromes.     Intensity  of  night  operations  dependent 
on  Tap  reaction  during  certain  moon  phases.  Possibility 
of  1  way  Jap  raids  is  not  discounted.    While  we  may 
slow  up  operations  thru  IWO  complete  neutralization 
at  range  of  over  600  nautical  miles  is  not  a  probability. 
Weather  this  time  of  year  presents  formidable  obstacle 
effective  strikes  against  IWO  JIMA  and  emphasizes  need 
for  maximum  development  radar  and  radio  aides  during 
this  and  future  campaigns  this  general  area.    You  will 
appreciate  I  am  sure  that  defense  of  all  bases  is  a 
responsibility  of  CINCP0A  and  that  I  can  act- only  in 
an  advisory  capacity  in  this  regard. 

09  1431      JOINT  STAFF  PLANNERS.   WASHINGTON  (LINCOLN)  to  PLANNING 
STAFF  :JirCP0A  Info  PLANT- ING  STAFff  CINC30WE3FAC . 

WARX-74788  *or  JESfS^  Pursuant  to  the  concept  of 
JCS  924/8  which  is  being  furnished  CINCP0A  and 
CINC30WESPAC ,  to  advise  you  of  what  is  being  worked  on 
here,  we  are  examining  objectives  on  the  CHINA  COAST 
northeast  SWAT0W  and  objectives  in  the  NANSEI  SH0T0 
additional  to  OKINAWA    with  a  view  to  selecting  the  most 
suitable  objectives  for  the  period  between  the  RYUKYUS 
and  KYUSHU  Operations.     We  do  not  now  see  how  we  can 
do  both  and  still  adhere  to  the  invasion  time  schedule 
of  JCS  924/6.     Our  examination  so  far  indicates  the 
NINGP0-CHUSAN  ARCHIPELAGO  area  as  best  so  far  as  the 
CHINA  COAST  area  is  concerned  with  regard  to  the 
expansion  of  holdings  in  the  RYUKYUS,  which  we  feel 
is  essential  to  provide  direct  support  for  the  invasion. 
It  would  be  helpful  to  know  your  plans  including  time 
schedule  and  resources  required.     Our  studies  should  be 
available  shortly,  for  whatever  help  they  may  be.  Para. 
You  have  already  been  furnished  outline  plans  for 
0KINA.VA-AMAKI  in  JWFC  116/4  and  for  KYUSHU  in  JWPC  235/3 
as  revised  by  JWPC  235/4.  Para.  We  are  preparing  out- 
line plans  for:  Para  Able.  NINGP0-CHUSAN  ARCHIPELAGO . 
Ve  have  just  seen  CINCPOA'S  Plan  for  this.     We  will 
send  ours  when  it  is  finished.  Para  BAKER .  Additional 
objectives  in  the  NANSEI  3HCT0.     We  assume  from  the 
ICEBERG  Plan  that  CINCPOA'S  Staff  is  also  working 
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09  1431     JOINT  STAFF  PI^NNSRS,  WASHINGTON  (LINCOLN)  to  PLANNING 

Ji;,.i'      T5fo  i'L-1  ....  jt^-jo /^..c. (cont'd) . 

this.  Para.  CHARLIE.  HONSHU.  Para  DOG.  HOKKAIDO-KARAFUTO . 
Para  FOX.  HAINAN.  See  paragraph  30,  JCS  924/8. 

COMINJII  &  CtfP  to  -  Info  CINCPAJ,-  JINCS.VPA,  G0M7THFLT:' 

•TOP  .jlSOIWft.    Admiralty  has  authorized  Admiral  Eraser  while 
enroute  AUSTRALIA  to  comply  as  practicable  with  requests 
for  destruction  of  SUMATRAN  Oil  Refineries  and  for 
operational  strikes  against  the  MALAY  PENINSULA  and 
SINGAPORE  as  desired  by  CINCPAC  and  CINCSWPA.  Final 
attack  on  PALEMBANG  to  be  carried  out  in  early  JANUARY . 
It  is  expected  these  operations  will  delay  arrival  in 
AUSTRALIA  of  main  body  of  the  Britisn  Pacific  Fleet  by 
2  or  3  weeks.    1  Battleship,  2  Cruisers  and  a  Flotilla 
of  Destroyers  should  arrive  prior  to  end  of  the  year. 
Australian  Government  has  been  informed. 

10  1436    MARSH.  lLL  to  SULTAN,   .'/5DEMEYER  Info  MAC  ARTHUR .  NIKITZ . 
RICHARDSON? 

WARX  75106.  (-.7DCKC  SVC  11175)  ¥0P05C .  Directive  of 
President  that  no  political  decisions  may  be  made  with 
French  Military  Mission  attached  to  southeast  Asia 
Command  is  subject  reference  >VARX  66178  November  21 
.  From  JCS.  Secretary  of  3tate  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  v/ar  dated  December  6  has  Just  indicated  that  a  message 
recently  received  from  the  U.S.  Consulate  in  COLOMBO 
reported  that  in  the  early  part  of  October  Lord  Louis 
Moun1;batten  is  understood  to  have  advised  the  Staff  of 
the  southeast  Asia  Command  that  the  French  Mission 
under  General  Elaixot  had  been  recognized  officially  on 
the  basis  of  a  verbal  agreement  between  the  Prime 
Minister  and  the  Fresident.  Upon  this  being  communicated 
to  the  President  the  Secretary  of  State  further  indicates 
the  President  replied  that  the  British  should  be  advised 
that  he  and  the  Prime  Minister  did  not  recognize  the 
French  Military  Mission  at  Southeast  Asia  Command  officially. 
The  State  Department  plans  to  advise  the  British  Embassy 
of  the  Presidents  reply  verbally.    The  above  is  being 
sent  to  you  for  your  information  and  it  is  also  desired 
that  General  Sultan  at  the  first  opportunity  give  this 
information  to  General  wheeler  privately. 
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10  0345       JOIKT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  to  EL3ENH0UR.  HCNARNSY.  MAC ARTHUR . 
KIMIT2    KALLOOJ:  ( '.7SA)  .  SOURCE  (  7Sa] ,    5CIT  ',aj,   (,/,3A)  . 

irr^FHY  (  . ;;.).  lee.  ricTlardjON.  3Tari:.  iciitaid,  nit,  .ton. 

-IIBR^ATTI,  GROHIKOER,  KELL3 ,  KELLY,   V,RIGT-IT.  L3ARV. 
INGER3QLL ,   BaGLHY,   GREENSL.IDE . 

"^gggHji         JEOnm.    Para  1.    The  President,  in  a 
memorandum  to  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  20  November, 
noted  the  congestion  of  shipping  in  the  several  theaters, 
and  in  view  of  the  critical  overall  shortage  of  ship- 
ping, stated  that  ",/ith  due  allowance  for  the  delays 
inevitable  in  war  time  it  nevertheless  seems  to  me  that 
the  most  urgent  representation  should  be  made  by  the 
Chiefs  of  Staff  to  the  theater  Commanders  to  improve 
this  situation."  Para  2.  The  Present  critical  shortage 
of  ships  is  due  primarily  to  the  retention  of  large 
numbers  of  vessels  in  the  4  major  theaters  of  war  and 
to  the  inability  of  the  theaters  to  discnarge  and 
release  ships  promptly.    This  immobilization  is  largely 
the  result  of  overestimation  of  discharge  capacity, 
partial  rather  than  complete  discharge  of  vessels  once 
berthed,  and  the  use  of  ocean  ships  as  warehouses  on  a 
large  scale.  Para  3.     Vhile  there  is  presently  congestion 
in  all  theaters,  it  will  be  considerably  alleviated 
through  implementation  of  these  policies.    This  relief 
will  result  in  a  demand  for  more  shipping  by  the 
theaters  who  have  relieved  their  congestion.  Such 
additional  shipping  will  be  diverted  from  those  theaters 
where  congestion  still  exists.  Para  4.    Therefore,  in 
order  that  there  may  be  a  uniform  approach  to  the 
solution  of  this  pressing  problem,  it  is  directed  that 
the  following  policies  be  followed  by  all  United  States 
Commanders  of  Areas  under  Executive  Directions  of  the 
United  States  Chiefs  of  Staff  and  shall  be  a  guide  to 
U.S.  Commanders  in  other  Areas:  Para  A.  The  use  of 
Ocean-C-oing  ships  for  storage  purposes,  whether  loaded 
in  the  U.S.  or  in  the  Theater,  is  prohibited.  Para  B. 
In  arriving  at  shipping  requirements,  a  realistic 
appreciation  of  port  and  discharge  capacity  is  imperative ( 
Factors  of  safety  applied  to  supply  requirements  which 
result  in  wasteful  banks  of  idle  ships  awaiting  call 
to  an  operational  area  will  be  reviewed  and  scaled 
downward  to  provide  safety  with  economy.  Theater 
shipping  schedules  for,  and  employment  of,  both  locally 
loaded  vessels  and  those  arriving  from  the  U.S.  will 
conform  to  port  and  discharge  capacities.    Schedules  will 
be  altered  promptly  by  responsible  Commanders  as 
experience  modifies  estimates  of  discharge  capacities. 
Theater  and  Area  calls  for  supplies  will  be  adjusted  to 
conform  to  revised  shipping  schedules.  Para  C.  Selective 
discharge  of  ships,  resulting  in  a  partial  unloading 
of  a  number  of  vessels,  save  on  the  early  stages  of 
amphibious  operations,  or  urgent  operations,  will  be 
discontinued.  Para  D.     The  misuse  of  large  Ocean-Going 
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wmm*  torn  «$JRED 

10  0345      JOINT  CHIEFS  OF  STAFF  to  EI3EKH0UR.  etc:  (Cont'd) 

vessels  by  diversion  or  delay  to  discharge  or  load 
small  tonnages;  by  partial  or  selective  unloading 
of  cargo;  or  by  the  inefficient  use  of  ocean  tonnage 
for  local  small  deliveries  will  be  discontinued  except 
in  case  of  emergency  which  the  theater  Commander  cannot 
meet  by  other  means.  Para  3.    The  detailed  ship  position 
and  employment  reports  to  WASHINGTON  shipping  authorities 
as  prescribed  by  the  ./ar  and  Navy  Departments  will  be 
submitted  expeditiously  by  responsible  Commanders.  Para 
F.     It  is  considered  that  the  most  effective  way  to 
implement  the  above  policies  is  through  the  designation 
by  the  theater  or  area  commander  of  a  single  theater 
agency  for  the  control  of  shipping.    Para  5.  The 
War  Department  is  charged  with  supervising  the  utilization 
of  U.S.  Shipping  by  Commanding  General,  European  Theater 
of  Operations;  Commanding  General,  Mediterrean  Theater 
of  Operations;  and  Commander  in  Chief,  Southwest  Pacific 
Area,  and  the  Navy  Department  (CKO)  is  charged  with 
supervising  the  utilization  of  U.S.  Shipping  by  Commander 
in  Chief,  Pacific  Ocean  Areas  in  accordance  with  the 
above  policies.    Allocations  of  shipping  shall  be  made 
with  due  regard  to  capacity  of  ports  in  the  terminal 
area,  to  the  end  that  vessels  in  excess  of  the  number 
that  can  be  unloaded  (with  allowance  for  reasonable 
detentions)  shall  not  be  despatched. 

09  0557Z  CINCSWPA  to  CINCPOA.-'DEP  COMD  20TH  AIR  FORCE  Info 
C0I.TR  ANF,  WASATCH,  'CTF  73,  COLDR  ARFY  AIR  FCRC5S 
(FAD  ECU) 

CX  54575    Refer  Cincpoas  010309  GOT  and  our  CX  54260 
to  KHXL  020859  OCT  X  SWPA  long  range  search  planes 
will  provide  coverage  of  the  FORMOSA  area  by  S  minus 
15  as" indicated  in  FIVES 0ME. 


10  2325       CINCPOA  to  C0M3ERVR0IT  10,   COF-SERVPAC  Info  CTF  94.  96, 
COI'QRDFLT  ,  C 0I.:5TTT?LT : 

Responsibilities  Commander  Service  Squadron  10  are 
redefined  as  follows.  Previous  directives  were  con- 
flicting are  superseded: 

(1)  Render  Fleet  units  all  services  required  of  a 
mobile  advanced  base  at  a  F3 " at  anchorage.  These 
include  Logistic  Support,  Battle  damage  and 
emergency  repairs,  and  upkeep. 

(2)  Until  local  shore  based  facilities  are  adequate  for 
the  purpose,  supply  similar  services  to  vessels 
operating  under  area  commanders , 

(3)  In  case-  of  emergency,  render  support  to  advanced 
bases.    Para.  Responsibilities  under  (2)  and  (3) 
shall  continue  during  such  periods  as  ComSeron  10 
may  be  assigned  by  CinCPac-CinCPOA  directives  %p.  .  r 
operational  control  of  Task  Fleet  Commanders.  24 4  : 


{GCT)  DECLASSIFIED 

C0M7THFLT  to  THIRD  FLEET;  7TH  FIT;  Info  CINCPOA: 

Estimate  Japanese  Fleet  currently  located  as  follows. 
EMPIRE  FORMOSA  Area  4  BB,  3  CV,  1  CVL,  1  CVE,  4/5  CA, 
3  GL  about  18  DD.  In  PHILIPPINES  BRUNEI  BAY  2  CL  and 
10  DD.  SINGAPORE  NEI  south  INDO  CHINA  Area  2  BB-XCV, 

1  CVS,  3  CA,  2  CL,  8  DD.  Believe  maximum  major 
Orange  surface  unit3  operational  to  be  2  BB,  2 BB-XCV, 

2  CV,  1  CVL,  2  CVE,  4  CA,  3  CL.  Anticipate  Japanese  may 
use  operational  Fleet  Units  in  transportation  runs  to 
strengthen  PHILIPPINES  positions  and  possibly  in  hit 
run  attacks  coordinated  with  air  strikes  in  opposition 
to  current  Blue  operations.  Ground  estimate  follows: 
MIND OR 0  1000  with  largest  concentration  in  S  7ICLIAC 
YOASOAW  area  (Probably  200-300).    NE  MINDORO  concentra- 
tions consist  of  widely  dispersed  groups  with  greatest 
concentrations  in  vicinity  of  CALAPAN  and  SUBAANG  BAY 
areas  in  immediate  vicinity  remain  basically  unchanged 
from  figures  in  OpPlan  except  for  increase  BATANGA3 
area  to  29,000.    Nil  additional  information  available 
in  respect  to  ground  installations  MINDORO.  Nil  further 
regard  to  mine  DAUA  AA  maximum  of  40  PT  and  15  HDYABUSA 
anti  PT  Boats  estimated  in  PHILIPPINES  at  present. 
Submarines  located  approximately  40  in  home  waters. 

12  in  MALAY    E  NEI  theater  plus  PHILIPPINES  estimate 
a  minimum  of  10  standard  type  Orange  submarines  plus 
up  to  100  midget3.  4  large  and  about  10  midgets  be- 
lieved at  present  in  VISAYAS  area  with  rest  divided 
between  DAVA0  GULF  and  MANILA.  Estimated  enemy  air 
strength  12  December.  LUZON  146  fighters  192  bombers 
60  others.  VISAYAS  118  fighters  44  bombers  24  others. 
MINDANAO  34  fighters  48  bombers  18  others.  Believe 
heavy  raids  by  both  suicide  planes  and  other  bombers 
will  be  directed  against  Blue  shipping  particularly 
transports  and  carriers.     Attacks  will  continue  as  long 
as  ships  do  not  have  continuous  heavy  fighter  cover. 
Japs  have  large  plane  reserves  in  FORMOSA  to  replace 
losses  incurred  in  the  PHILIPPINES.  Raids  possible 
all  the  way  from  LEYTE  to  beachead  and  return  as 
enemy  has  numerous  fields  for  staging.    Dawn  and  dusk 
raids  may  supersede  heavy  daylight  one  if  losses  for 
Nips  become  too  high. 


2450- 


^  DECLASSIFIED 


DECEMBER  (GOT) 

13  0650      CINCPAG  to  C0M3RDELT  Info  ICING: 

~TCrMS£Rg^.  NIIIITZ  TO  H.\LSEY,  INFO  KING.  My  est  inn  te 
of  the  present  situation  is  based  on  very  incomplete 
information  as  to  the  extent  to  which  shore  based  air 
forces  are  now  effectively  established  in  LEYTE. 
However  it  does  not  appear  that  they  are  yet  in 
sufficient  strength  or  have  inflicted  sufficient  damage 
on  the  enemy  air  force  to  achieve  the  degree  of  air 
supremacy  requisite  to  ensure  safe  passage  of  the 
Expeditionary  Eorce  from  LSYTS  to  MINDORO.  See  my 
29234.9.  Since  1  November  enemy  aircraft  have  inflicted 
the  following  damage  on  combatant  ships  supporting  the 
PHILIP1TNES  Campaign  sunk  3  destroyers,  1  destroyer- 
transport  and  2  motor  torpedo  boats  damaged  2  battleships 
5  large  carriers  3  light  carriers,  3  light  cruisers, 
14  destroyers,  1  destroyer  transport  and  1  motor 
torpedo  boat.  /Para.  The  enemy  appears  still  to  be 
capable  of  inflicting  attacks  which  may  be  destructive 
in  the  case  of  the  escort  carriers  assault  shipping  and 
embarked  troops  except  as  your  own  attacks  may  succeed 
in  destroying  his  air  forces  now  in  LUZON  and  his 
replacements  as  they  may  be  brought  forward.  Para. 
It  seems  probable  that  the  carrier  force  may  be  called 
on  for  another  protracted  period  of  operations  and  it 
will  be  advisable  to  operate  on  that  premise.  Also 
I  may  find  it  necessary  to  modify  your  current  directives 
as  the  situation  develops.  Para.  In  order  that  I  may 
be  fully  advised  of  your  situation  and  prepared  to  meet 
my  responsibilities  at  all  times  during  the  MINDORO 
operation  submit  to  me  at  least  daily  a  report  of  your 
operations  and  keep  me  advised  of  the  position  of  your 
major  units  except  when  radio ■ silence  prevents. 
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December  (GOT) 

13  2305    COM  THIRD  FLEET  to  CINCPOA  info  COMINCH. 

DECLASSIFIED 

-^rawwt'  for  Nimitz  info  King.    My  estimate  entirely  in 
agreement  with  your  130650  effective  BLUE  air  strength  in 
MINDORO  should  prove  vital  factor  in  campaign  but  putting  it 
there  may  be  tough  and  costly.    Part  Task  Force  38  reached 
launching  point  east  of  LUZON  dawn  14th  undetected  primary 

■  strike  objective  enemy  air.    Plan  contemplates  new  technique 
continuous  day  and  night  CAP  over  enemy  fields.    Will  keep 
you  fully  informed.  Halsey 

13  1253     COMINCH  &  CNO  to  CINCPAC  info  CINCSOWEoPAC  COM  7TH  FLEET . 

"?op  Secret.    Personal  King  to  Nimitz.    Say  to  Admiral  Fraser 
that  after  he  has  reported  to  me  in  accordance  with  my  agree- 
ment with  the  First  Sea  Lord  pursuant  to  OCTAGON  decisions 
I  will  direct  him  to  report  with  British  Pacific  Fleet  to 
you  for  duty  and  that  subsequent  allocations  of  his  forces 
including  any  that  may  be  assigned  to  KInkaid  to  support 
MacArthur*s  operations  will  result  from  directives  issued  by 
me  and  implemented  by  you  in  the  same  manner  as  United  States 
Fleet  matters  are  handled. 


13  1654     COMINCH  AND  CNO  to  CINCPOA 


PERSONAL  FOR  NIMITZ  ^ROM  KING.     Following  for  your  informa- 
tion  in  connection  discussions  with  Admiral  Eraser.  At 
OCTAGON  we  received  the  assurance  of  the  British  Chiefs  of 
Staff  that  the  British  Fleet  in  the  Pacific  would  be  "balanced 
and  self  supporting".     At  OCTAGON  and  in  subsequent  discus- 
sion I  have  pressed  the  British  as  to  the  necessity  of  their 
providing  the  supporting  elements  required  for  their  combatant 
forces  both  shore  based  and  afloat.     Para.    The  suggestion 
has  now  been  made  by  the  British  that  we  "pool  resources"  in 
the  Pacific.    I  do  not  agree  with  the  use  of  this  term  in 
describing  the  manner  in  which  the  British  and  U.  S.  forces 
will  be  supported.     I  desire  it  to  be  understood  that  the 
British  Fleet  shall  be  supported  by  British  resources  and 
that  they  should  put  into  the  Pacific  such  supporting  elements 
as  are  required  for  the  combatant  forces  sent  into  the 
theater.     This  does  not  imply  that  U.  S.  supporting  elements 
cannot  be  used  for  the  British  nor  that  British  supporting 
elements  cannot  be  used  for  U.  S.     This  will  be  done  wholly 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Area  Commander,    para.    The  point 
I  wish  clearly  made  is  that  the  term  "balanced  and  self 
supporting"  shall  be  realistic  and  not  repeat  not  mere  words. 

\J  A  good  example  lies  in  the  preparations  for  the  OVERLORD 

operation  in  which  we  provided  the  complete  support  afloat 
and  ashore  for  U.  S.  forces  including  repair,  supply,  manning, 
and  equipping  of  bases  etc.     The  British  likewise  made  pro- 
visions for  their  forces.     These  provisions  having  been  made, 

-s>  allocation  of  facilities  from  1  service  to  the  other,  as 

from  time  to  time  became  necessary  and  feasible,  followed. 
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DECLASSIFIED 


15  0215      Till  J_  13  TOP  SECRET:  C0M3RDFLT  to  CINCPAC  Info  COMAF 

?;  CI  K  JSC 
AC  -  JTF  3B: 


5  -  gZB  EASTERN  AIRF0RC5  LEYTE ;  C0IvI7TH  FLEET ;  "ClKGSP- 
WESPAO;  CTF  77  -  ADV:ITCE  HEADQUARTERS  30. /ESP 


No  Bogies  last  night.  Bat  Hecklers  worked  on  all  enemy 
fields  and  some  shipping  till  night.  Analysis  will  not 
be  completed  until  after  withdrawing  on  16th  but  about 
200  planes  destroyed  yesterday  on  ground.  Continuous 
CAP  over  enemy  fields  worked  perfectly  yesterday  and 
being  repeated  today.    Shipping  worked  over  in  spare 
time  with  good  results  to  be  reported  separately. 
Expect  repeat  tomorrow  unless  Mac Arthur  signified  our 
assistance  not  needed. 


13  2226      ARNOLD  to  MAS  ARTHUR;  HART.10N  Info  LEMAY ,  CINCPOA: 

-TOr  SECRET.  WARX  76699.  Unfavorable  weather  forecast 
over  southern  Japan  until  19  December  precludes 
performance  by  20th  Bomber  Command  of  operations 
schedules  in  support  of  L-3.  At  earliest  date  weather 
permits  scheduled  operations  will  be  performed.  Recon 
sorties  requested  will  be  performed  on  schedule. 
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DECEMBER  ( GOT ) 

15  05U       .'JEDEI.1EYBR  to  MA  J ARTHUR;  NIMITZ  Info  CHENNAULTl 

"TOP-  OEOftgS.     Eeeun  on  13  December  was  Fourteenth  Air 
Force  sea  reconnaissances  asked  for  by  URAD  OX  53259 
December  2.     3ee  Chennaults  CAKX  2286  December  12  for 
details  area  covered.    Request  verification  of  designa- 
tion of  S  Day  so  that  we  may  be  sure  of  initiation  of 
support  to  be  given  as  outlined  in  "Fivesome"  Agreement. 
Sea  reconnaissances  now  under  way  will  be  changed  to 
area  shown  in  inclosure  B  of  Fivesome  Agre  ment  ana  will 
start  on  3  -  15.     Strike  Mission  Planned  in  support  of 
Fivesome  area.  A.  1  Night  mission  HONGKONG  area  against 
air  fields.  B.  In  HONGKONG- C.'iNTON  area  2  daylight 
strikes  with  fighter  support  against  airfields.    C.  2 
daylight  strikes.  1  Each  against  TAIKOO  Dry  Dock 
installation  and  tne  Royal  Navy  Yard  using" fighter 
support.  D.  If  photo  recon  indicates  profitable  target. 
1  Daylight  strike  against  airfields  in  HONGKONG  vicinity 
otherwise  against  Royal  Navy  Yard  or  TaIKOO  Docks  A 
repeat  mission.  E,  Against  shipping  nightly  LAB  strikes 
along  south  China  Coast.  F.  In  HONGKONG  Harbor  3  mining 
missions  we  will  do.  G.  30  B-25  sorties  along  China 
Coast  against  shipping  in  FORMOSA  STRAITS  north  to 
WENCHOtf.  H.  Minor  supporting  missions  of  photographs 
and  strafing  by  supporting  aircraft  are  other  activities 
included.  Para.  It  is  presumed  in  accordance  with  2  F 
(2)Paragraph  of  Fivesome  Agreement  strikes  aimed  at 
shipping  in  FORMOSA  STRAITS  and  attack  on  Naval  installa- 
tions in  HONGKONG  area  will  be  phased  as  coordinated 
between  CIKCPOA  and  Jhina  Theater  Commander.  Against 
airfields  installations  our  strikes  will  have  to  be 
timed  more  or  less  to  support  our  attacks  on  Naval 
installations.  Para.  This  part  for  NImitz.    At  this  time 
Query  can  any  datum  relative  to  S  Day  be  designated 
for  our  HONGKONG  strikes  or  will  our  own  phasing  be 
satisfactory  end  "uery.  In  either  event  weather  in  a 
large  measure  will  control. 

15  0009      MARSHALL  to  Jl-iC.J-.T.TJR  Info  NIMITZ: 

handle  -  as  ke.ttz  only  .  in-.,  is  top  secret. 

The  broad  outline  of  initial  reporting  and  Command 
setup  is  contained  in  CNO  Radio  DTG  131253  December 
1944,  Info  copy  having  been  furnished  you  and  Commander 
Seventn  Fleet  (Reference  your  radio  C54700  dated  11 
December  1944).    Amplifying  instructions  and  further 
details  will  be  transmitted  shortly.     Operational  schedule 
and  dates  of  arrival  in  your  area  will  be  communicated 
to  you  when  determined.     Such  coordination  as  is  necessary 
for  operations  enroute  by  British  Fleet  units  will  be 
effected  with  you.     British  Fleet  Units  that  may  be 
allocated  to  the  Command  of  Admiral  Kinkaid  will  be  under 
your  command  and  direction  in  the  same  manner  as  united 
states  Fleet  units  are  now  handled. 
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13  0520      BOMCOM  21;  OOMGEKAAFPOA  to  PEP  COM  A?  20  Info  OOMAF  20; 
CINCPOA:  COI'-GENPOAi'    I  Continued] 


90.13  -  1545 


90.20 
90.20 


194 
1729 


90.17  -  1682 


FURIOUS 

HESITATION 
KIDNEY EE AN 

LADYBIRD 


Takasaki  Area,  Nakajima 
Aircraft  Co.,Koizumu 
Plant . 

Nagoya  Area,  Mitsubishi 
Aircraft  .'forks . 

Nagoya  Area,  Aichi 
Aircraft  Works,  Eitoku 
Plant . 

Tokyo  Area,  Tama  Plant, 

location  unknown  - 

See  130230  Dec. Top-Sec, 


B.     SECONDARY  AND  LA5T  RESORT  TARGETS: 


TOKYO 

NAGOYA 

OSAKA 

KA.VA3AKI 

YOKOHAMA 

KOBE 

KURE 

HIROSHIMA 
Y0K03UKA 
NIIGAOUH 
MO  BE  OKA 


MEETINGHOUSE 
MICROSCOPE 
PSACHBLOW 
RAILING 
REED BIRD 
3AP3UCKER 
HIOKEY 
ILLOGICAL 
KST.VAY 
LAMBSKIN 
RAFFLING 


Note:    The  letters  "P"  and  "U"  will  be  used  as 

suffixes  to  codewords  on  secondary  and  last 
resort  targets  to  designate  "Port"  and/or 
"Urban"  area. 

3.  The  code  words  set  forth  in  this  message  will 
henceforth  be  used  instead  of  those  set  forth 
in  our  Telecon  FN-09-23. 
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14  0220      OOMGSN  20;  DEPCOMAF  20  to 

or  opo a ;  go i. genpq aT 


DECLASSIFIED 


COMOENBOHCOM  21  Info 


-ggg  0?!3B5g^  Following  are 
Ponber  Command  Operations 

TARGETS 

BANGKOK 

MANKO'.I 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

SAIGON 

.SINGAPORE  (Mining ) 

OMURA 

TACHIARI 

KBSLUNG 

NAGASAKI 

TAKAO 

AN3HAN 

YAWATA 

MOULMEIN 

NANKING- PtJKO  W 


the  code  words  of  the  20th 


ma 


CAPACIOUS 

ALBUMOSE 

CHIMMEY  SWEEP 

PILICAN 

PURIFICATOR 

REPEATEDLY 

30NCH  BERRY 

CPSNH0U3E 

OUTRANGE 

PROPULSION 

SEVERITY 

RITUALIST 

ADMEASURE 

SUCROSE 

ANGELIC 


13  0520      BOKCOM  21;   J 0MOSNAAFP0 A  to  DEPCOM  AF  20  Info  COMAE  20; 
CINCPOA;  ;-:::.oskpoa; 


TCP  SECffg?.  Subject  assignment  of  Mission  Code  iords 
References:   (A)  Telecon  Mesg  Fn-09-23  (Top  Secret) 
(E)  Telcon  Mesg  3-11-6  (Secret) 
1.        Pursuant  to  instructions  contained  in  Telecon 
Reference  (B)  above,  Mission  Code  -'fords  have  been 
assigned  as  follows: 


PRIMARY  TARGETS: 


90.17  -  357 

90.20-  193 

90.25  -1547 
90.13  -1544 

90.20  -  240 


ENKINDLE 

ERADICATE 

FOREDOOM 
FRACTION 


Tokyo  Area,  Nakajima 
Aircraft,  Kusashino 
Plant . 

Nagoya  Area, Mitsub- 
ishi Aircraft  engine 
works . 

Osaka  Area,  Kwwasaki 
Aircraft  Company. 

Takasaki,  Nakajima 
Aircraft  Co. New  Ota 
plant . 


FRUITCAKE         -  Nagoya  Area,  Kawasaki 
24SR    Aircraft  works, 

Kagamigahara  Plant. 


*"VP  jB-esgg. 

330EMBER  (OCT) 


DECLASSIFIED 


14  0923      GINCPOA  to  CO?,T'.'fD-AHBA  Info  COKGENPOA;  CTG  94.14: 

ijjoi.:  f;:.  n  rj;  cojigen  24th  jorf.3;  joi.:;opac;  c:nc3WPA: 
cq;.:gen  sist  in?  div:   


For  the  purpose  of  clarifying  future  discussions  the 
relief  of  the  81st  InfDiv  from  PALAU  will  be  considered 
in  3  phases:  Phase  1.  Transfer  of  322nd  RCT  to  NEW 
CALEDONIA.  Now  being  accomplished.  Para.  Phase  2. 
Transfer  of  remainder  8st  InfDiv  less  321st  Inf  Regt  ( 
Reinf).  Accomplish  phase  2  as  directed  my  dis  221003 
and  280403  except  that  1138th  Engr  Combat  Group, 
including  52nd,  154th  and  155th  Engr  Bns  will  be 
transferred  with  8st  Div  and  shipped  NE.V  CALEDONIA 
instead  of  LETTE  (This  answers  ComGenPOA  Dis  080153 

not  to  all  or  needed).  Para.  Phase  3-  Relief  of  321st 
Inf  Regt  (ReinF).  In  this  connection  ComGenPOA  dis 
110627  not  to  all  or  needed  proposes  to  utilize 
111th  Inf  Regt  reinforced  with  1  Tank  Destroyer  Bn, 
1  Amphibious  Tractor  Bn.    This  will  provide  1  AmTrac 
Bn  in  lieu  of  1  AmTrac  Co  and  1  AmTank*  Co  proposed 
by  you  and  also  contemplates  Engineer  Co  and  Medical 
Co  be  withdrawn.  AmTank  Medical  and  Engineer  Cos 
urgently  required  for  subsequent  operation.  Your 
cormnent  on  this  proposed  garrison  Force  requested. 


-J 
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15  2315      MARSHALL.  COMffSITrOA  to  RICHARDSON  Info  OIKCPOA: 

THIS  IS- TOT  SDOREg-  VfAR-77866-15th.  Paragraph  1... 
Based  on  assumed  German  defeat  and  subsequent  redeployment 
effective  as  of  31  March  45,  and  further  based  on 
operations  approved  for  planning  purposes  is  JCS  924/8, 
copy  of  which  was  forwarded  to  you  by  courier  #4490, 
Under  cover  of  Memo,  Subject:  "Operations  for  the 
defeat  of  Japan",  dated  1  December  44,  the  following 
major  units,  with  corresponding  strengths  for  air, 
ground,  and  service,  are  being  considered  for  POA: 
As  of  31  March  45,  21  Air  Groups  and  6  Divisions: 
As  of  30  June  45,  1  Armored  Division,  8  other  divisions, 
and  41  Air  Groups;  as  of  30  September  45,  1  Armored 
Division,  21  other  divisions  and  62  Air  Groups;  As  of 
31  December  45,  5  Armored  Divisions,  27  other  divisions 
and  80  Air  Groups;  As  of  31  March  46  and  30  June  46, 
Same  divisions  and  98  Air  Groups/  As  of  30  SEPTEMBER 
46,  Same  divisions  and  109  Air  Groups.  Paragraph  2.. 
Corresponding  ceiling  strengths  as  of  30  September 
46  are  593300  for  Army  Air  Force  Type  Units,  921900 
for  Army  Ground  Force  Type  Units  and  475600  For  Army 
Service  Force  Type  Units.  Paragraph  3..  Desire  that 
you  prepare  troop  basis  listing  type  units  desired  to 
unset  the  30  September  46,  ceiling  strengths.  *our 
reply  should  be  placed  in  similar  format  to  the 
troop  basis  schedule  worksheets  which  you  filled  in  and 
forwarded  to  operations  division  in  letter,  your  file 
AG320.2/91,  Subject:  "Ground  and  Service  Troop  schedule 
in  consonance  with  JCS  521/6,  assumption  "B" .  Desire 
that  you  furnish,  on  worksheets  prepared  in  your  Hdqts, 
an  initial  troop  basis  listing  the  type  unit,  T/0  number, 
unit  aggregate  strength,  number  of  units,  and  total 
strength  for  each  type  unit.  Desire  that  initial 
report  be  dispatched  to  0PD  from  your  headquarters 
later  than  23  December  44.  Paragraph  4...  Desire  that 
a  subsequent  report  be  prepared  programming  your  unit 
and  strength  increases  by  months  from  31  March  44 
to  30  September  46.    Subsequent  report  should  also 
be  keyed  as  of  30  September  46  to  ceiling  strengths 
indicated  in  paragraph  2  above  and  should  be  dispatched 
to  Operations  Division  from  your  headquarters  not  later 
than  30  December  44.    Program  schedule  desired  will 
be  of  great  importance  in  planning  for  unit  withdrawal 
from  Mediterranean  and  European  Theaters  after  defeat 
of  Germany  and  shipment  to  your  area. 

17  0135       C0MGEKAAFFQA  to  Oil  CPOA  Info  J0MG5ITPOA,   COHF . JDARE  ACEIvTPAQ . 
ISXMS  GUAL,  TIKI -JN  and  |gggA§] 

TOP  JJJOJT.     Original  plan  for  Operation  4  VLR  Groups 
from  each  occupied  island  in  the  MAhlANAS  will  be 
adhered  to  unless  hostile  air  operations  necessitate 
the  temporary  dispersion  of  a  portion  of  the  73rd 
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17  0135       CC^G^IIAAFPOA  to  J11JPCU  Info  JO^O.il'PQA,  COIvIF/TOAREACEIvTPAO 
I5JO:::3  gggg  and  3AIPAN.  (Continued) 

Boiibardmen-D  /ifing.  Present  indications  are  that  additional 
VLR  Groups  will  be  committed  to  the  Pacific  Ocean 
Areas,  and  it  is  strongly  recommended  that  no  Change  be 
made  in  present  plans  to  provide  facilities  for  a 
minimum  of  4  VLR  Groups  on  TINIAN  and  4  VLR  Groups 
on  GUAM.  Strips  number  5  and  6  on  TINIAN  will  permit 
the  staging  of  GUAL..  based  groups  as  required,  and 
allow  temporary  dispersion  when  necessitated  by  enemy 
action.    These  strips  will  also  provide  bases  for 
augmentation  when  approved. 
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13  0510      COM3RDFLT  to  CI  NOP  AC  Info  C0MAIRP.1C.   01?  38: 

■Tnp  ^rpsgk    The  very  remarkable  buccess  of  14-16 
December  operations  in  completely  smothering  all  enemy 
air  in  LUZON  and  at  same  time  inflicting  good  damage 
on  shipping  indicates  desirability  of  earliest  possibl 
establishment  of  2-type  CV  complement  (a)  Fighters 
(B)  planes  capable  of  carrying  torpedoes  or  bombs. - 
Tor  operations  in  prospect.  Recognizing  inability 
obtain  any  substantial  increase  in  fighters  prior  to 
departure  for  next  operation  recommend  CV  and  CVL 
fighter  pilot  complements  be  bolstered  up  by  making 
every  possible  qualified  fighter  pilot  (up  to  150$) 
available  to  CTF  38  prior  to  30  December  30  that 
greater  number  of  sorties  per  fighter  may  be  flown 
during  protracted  operations  in  support  of  M-l.' 

16  2045      CNO  (DFI)  to  COIJNCH  Info  CINCPAC.  C0MK0RPAC. 

TOP  SECRET  Following  is  extracted  from  AMCON  VLAD 
122320  to  ALUSNA  MOSCOW  giving  report  of  conference 
with  Vice  Adm  Frolov  Chief  of  Staff  Red  Navy  Pac 
Fleet.  ^TJOTE  Soviet  fighter  planes  and  antiaircraft 
batteries  are  now  ready  to  repel  surprise  Jap  air 
attack.    Adm  concerned  lest  some  outlying  crew  may 
mistake  U3  plane  for  Jap.  Pending  further  official 
info  on  fields  and  approach  instructions  he  suggested 
all  planes  which  must  land  on  soviet  soil  should 
approach  any  known  field  directly  at  less  than  1000 
meters  or  well  below  cloud  ceiling  over  Soviet 
Territory.     Planes  should  follow  escort  fighters 
which  may  come  aloft  to  guide  and  prevent  mistakes 
by  Soviet  Gunners.     Plane  should  circle  field  in  wide 
circles  about  4  times  before  landing. 

17  1101      JIKCSv'fFA  L14C  ARTHUR  to  0 •"'■?.'[ 3RD FLT  Info  C0HALLISD  NAVAL 

FOR 03 3  :   JCM  vi.  AIR  FOR CH  3 ;   3INCP0A;  00LIFSAF 

{ U'/ITZ  )  . 

"¥i:i3  IS  TOP  iJSuRBgsReferenoe  my  CX  54370  time  group 
041230  and  my  CX  54908  time  group  151516,  request  3rd 
Fleet  strike  LUZON  Airfields  and  shipping  on  U(/  4), 
U(/5),  and  U(/6)  to  cover  reenf orcement  echelon 
scheduled  to  arrive  UBI^,U3  early  morning  U(/7). 
Further  reauest  3rd  Fleet  be  prepared  to  strike 
Japanese  ftaval  Forces,  iee  CTF  77' s  17 01 08,  witnin 
range,  if  subsequent  reconnaissance  indicates 
practicability . 

17  2318        J0M3RDFLT  to  CIKCS;/PA  Info  CINCPAC .  COfcFSAF .  C0MAF5. 
CTF  77.   CTF  38. 

^Or  snJlffiT-.  Have  been  unable  to  dodge  storm  which  so 
far  has  prevented  refueling.  Your  CX  55010  (171101). 
Unable  to  strike  U  /4.    Will  advise  later  as  to 
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17  2318      COM3RDFLT  to  CINCJ.jPA  Info  JINCPAC.  CQiJFEAF,  COMA?  5, 
CTF  77.   CTF  33.  (Contin^dP 

capabilities  for  U  /  5.     As  final  count  for  3  days 
ending  16th  was  270  planes  destroyed  192  definitely 
damaged  and  many  others  strafed  enemy  air  effort 
should  be  badly  crippled  .    Force  will  have  to  head 
for  base  evening  of  U  /  6  in  order  prepare  for  M-l. 

17  2333      C0M3EDFLT  to  CINCPAC  Info  CTF  38. 

TOP  JEORgg.  See  my  172318  to  MacArthur.    gaff  ling 
storm  pursues  us.    Estimated  noon  1  (-9)  position 
18th  latitude  14-13  N,  longitude  127-40  E.  Not 
yet  refuelled.    Proceeding  south  looking  for  better 
weather . 


17  2352      CINCPOA  to  COMINCH: 


'i-.lo  1.;  TQjr-  a-iCRFjg-.  Para,  1.    My  views  concerning 
wuestions  raided  in  ,7ARX-74788  (091431)  are  briefly 
as  follows.     I  consider  that  the  invasion  time  schedule 
1    of  JC3  924/8  is  now  impracticable  unless  an  immediate 
collapse  of  Germany  is  followed  by  a  relaxation  of  the 
Japanese  will  to  resist  which  is  most  unlikely.  Para. 2. 
My  plans  for  expansion  of  holdings  in  the  RYUKYUS  which 
are  now  being  developed  are  necessarily  dependent  on  the 
timing  and  rapidity  of  transfer  of  troops  from  the 
European  Theater.  Phase  2  of  ICEBERG  involves  completion 
of  control  of  OKINAWA  and  occupation  of  IE  3HIMA. 
Phase  3  involves  occupation  of  ITIYAKO  JIKA,  KUJSS, 
KIKAI  and  also  for  Loran  purposes  a  site  in  OKINO 
DAITO  TB6A.  Para  3.    My  serial  OOC153  of  21  Nov 
submitted  outline  of  LONGTOM  Plan  and  my  concept  of 
operations  after  ICEBERG  to  create  conditions  pre- 
reauisite  for  invasion  of  JAPAN.  Para. 4.  My  serial 
000162  of  10  Dec  submitted  revised  plan  (KEELBL0CE3  2) 
for  North  Pacific  Operations.  Para  5.  Bo  not  favor 
operations  against  HAINAN  or  HOKKAIDO. 

18  1220      CINCS.VPA  MACARTHUR  to  COKAAff  Info  00M3RDFLT:   COM  ALLIED 
NAVAL  FORCES,  UA3 AT CH)  ,   COMGEN  5TH  ..IR  FORCE;   CTF  777" 

•  TOP  S^GRBg-.  Reference  Commander  3rd  Fleet's  172318Z. 
3rd  Fleet  unable  to  attack  LUZON  targets  U  /4.  LUZON 
area  open  to  Allied  Air  Torces  for  bombing  on  that  day . 
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19  OlOO      C0K3RDFLT  to  CIKCoVVPA  Info  CINCPAC.  CTF  77.  COMFEAF 
CGI'^A?  5.  —     


TO  Oig.JFL-yg-.  Intend  strike  LUZON  predawn  U  Plus  6 
Which  is  earliest  possible. 


19  0111       G0M3RDFLT  to  CINCSO'.VESPAC  Info  30MFEAF,  COMAF  5.  COM- 

tasfor  38,  ;ir;?u.  


•SCT  SE GRl'jT .  Advise  earliest  SYKN  and  if  MINDORO 
Fields  can  be  used  for  staging  3rd  Fleet  Carrier  Planes 
in  event  enemy  surface  forces  approach  PHILIPPINES. 
Such  staging  would  greatly  extend  range  of  our  VT. 


19  0222      C0M3RDFLT  to  CINCPAC  Info  JINCfiQ-.YESPAC .  CTF  77,   JTG  30.9. 


Typhoon  Center  passed  30  miles  north  of 
Fleet  Guide  midday  18th.    Tracked  by  3M  Radar.  Gusts 
to  93  knots  Fleet  took  beating.  TABBERER  (EE  418)  reports 
HULL  (DD350)  capsized  with  little  warning  at  1030  I 
(-9)  only  10  enlisted  survivors  at  time  of  report. 
Several  other  stragglers  still  unreported.  MATACG 
towing  disabled  JICARILLA  to  ULITHI.  MONTEREY,  CO.VPENS, 
SAN  JACINTO  being  sent  in  to  ULITHI  for  survey  of 
damage  and  repairs .  Estimate  now.  MONTEREY  will  be 
sent  P2ARL  result  of  serious  hanger  deck  fire  which 
broke  out  during  heavy  rolling.     DYSON,  LAWS,  E3NHAM, 
HICK0X,  AYLV.TN,  TABBERER  with  assorted  derangements 
will  escort  cripples.  Para.  Fueling  now  proceeding  in 
clear  weather  latitude  12  longitude  129.  Strike 
intentions  and  movements  of  cripples  in  separate 
despatches . 


19  0605       COL'  3RD  FLT  to  -CINCPAC  Info  COMAIRPAC,  C0KTASKF0RCE  38 


-TOP  flECIMT    Planned  operations  in  support  of  Ml  will 
require  Task  Force  38  sortie  ULITHI  afternoon  December 
30.     Anticipate  night  operations  will  play  an  important 
role  in  this  operations  both  in  offense  and  in  an 
offensive  defense  of  own  forces.    Refer  ComAirPac 
170124.    Urgently  reouest  that  departure  ENTERPRISE 
and  BATAATT  be  expedited  to  permit  joining  at  ULITHI 
by  30  December  or  at  sea  on  the  ULITHI  F0RK08A  line  by 
dawn  2  January  both  east  longitude  dates. 


This  is  -gpf  ,Tfl'"'-RF,T.    See  my  190930  to  Llac  Arthur  for 
proposed  strike  plan  to  cover  Ml.     Referring  to  Joint 
Staff  Study  INDUCTION  now  consider'  entry  into  CHINA  SEA 
will  depend  on  development  of  a  favorable  reasonable  and 
profitable  situation.     Contemplate  pnoto  strike  on 
OKINAWA  during  Mi  only  if  general  situation  warrants  it, 


CTF 


19  0933 


C0I.3KDFLT  to  CIK0P0A  Info  CTF  38 
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19  0933  (continued) 

otherwise  do  it  after  release  from  Ml  and  "before  return- 
ing to  base.    New  subject    Please  advise  20th  and  14th 
Air  Forces  of  3rd  Fleet  strikes  as  appropriate. 

19  1006      CIKCTAC  to  COM  7TH  FLEET  Info  CnMINCH  COM-GUEPAC 
OINCS.VPA  CIN0EP7 

TOP  GECagg.  Your  comment  is  requested  as  to  the 
feasibility  of  basing  in  the  Southwest  Pacific  the  10 
British  submarines  with  depot  ship  ADAMANT  now  at 
CEYLON.  This  flotilla  could  be  available  in  January 
for  allocation  to  your  operational  control.  The 
submarines  consist  of  6  T  Class  3  3  Class  and  1  minelayer, 

19  0930     jo::  3RD  flt  to  oincso^EoPao  info  adv  ech  ghc.  3.vpa. 


CINCPOA,  COM  ALLIED  NAVAL  FORCES.  COM  ALLIED  AIE  FOR^ 


CTF  38,  CTF  77,  COM  7TII  FLEET ,   Cult!  FEAF. 

— T6P  ggjjjgjiBgk  Will  comply  general  procedure  but  exact 
adherence  schedule  requested  in  your  CX- 5 44 2:5  (06G159Z) 
not  practicable  owing  refueling  requirements.     In  order 
best  interdict  enemy  air  effort  at  most  critical  M-l, 
propose  encore  FORMOSA  3-6,  S-5>  refuel  3-4,  strike 
LUZON  3-3,  strike  LUZON  or  FORMOSA  S-2,  Refuel  3-1, 
strike  FORMOSA  3  day.    Para.  Strikes  after  3  Day  to  be 
as  necessary  to  prevent  enemy  air  interference  with  M-l 
from  NANSEI  SJIOTO -FORMOSA-NORTHERN  LUZON- CHINA  coast 
area  subject  to  tactical  limitations  of  fuel  endurance, 
our  strength,  and  physical  endurance  of  pilots.  After 
3  Day  Com  3rd  Fleet  will  initiate  operations  that 
appear  necessary  to  prevent  enemy  interference  and  will 
assume  that  CINCSWPA  will  make  recommendations  and  re- 
quests in  the  premise  as  the  situation  develops. 
Compliance  by  Com  3ra  Fleet  with  requests  for  use  of 
fast  carrier  planes  in  direct  support  of  landings  or 
as  CAP  for  ships  at  objective  will  undoubtedly  be 
impracticable.     Para.  3rd  Fleet  will  strike  by  air  or 
otherwise  engage  any  threatening  enemy  surface  force 
within  reach.  Para.  As  necessary  self  protection  measure 
desire  freedom  to  attack  any  LUZON  CID0D3  on  LUZON 
strike  days  making  earl  iest  notification  but  without 
waiting  for  prior  coordinating  arrangements  and  will 
assume  your  approval  unless  otherwise  advised.  Para. 
//Ill  request  CINCPOA  advise  20th  and  14th  Air  Forces 
of  proposed  3rd  Fleet  strike  schedule  if  you  concur. 
Please  advise  earliest  if  forgoing  plan  satisfactory 

19  1245      CTF  94  to  CII.CFOA  Info  CTF  93,  JCVGEI'AAFPCA,  COM  3RD  FLT , 

comckudiv  5. 

-  Tr»P    ■■'rvrrrfir.     Am  planning  bombardment  or  I  WO  «TIMA  by 
CruDiv  5  on  December  24  and  27  coordinated  witft  augmented 
bombing  of  I'.iO  and  CHICHI  by  Strategic  Air  Force. 
Cruisers  to  use  h  allowance  each  mission.  24 G  3 
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19  2036    COMINCH  CNO  to  CINCFOA. 


rrr-rtrehufZ.  Your  172316  is  reference.    As  indicated  in 
my  101303  of  June,  on  6  March  1944  the  Joint  Chiefs  of 
Staff  approved  the  recommendations  contained  in  para- 
graphs 5  and  6  of  JCS  741.    This  paper  approved  the- 
interchange  of  information  on  the* planning  level  between 
the  Joint  Staff  Planners  in  Washington  and  the  Joint 
Planning  Staff  of  Area  and  Theater  Commanders.     It  also 
provided  that  the  contents  be  the  reports.  Studies. 
Plans  and  messages  exchanged  between  planning  staffs 
under  this  authority  should  not  be  considered  as  having 
approved  status  nor  as  binding  on  any  command  or  agency. 
It  further  specified  that  the  messages  be  properly 
identified  in  order  to  be  distinguishable  as  planning 
messages.    Experience  has  indicated  the  necessity  and  the 
workability  of  this  arrangement.     It  is  recognized  tnat 
the  Joint  Staff  Planners  in  Washington  being  responsible 
to  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff.. are  ln  a  somewhat  different 
status  than  the  Joint  Planning  Staff  of  an 'area  or  theater 
commander  who  are  responsible  only  to  such  commander. 
It  is  essential  to  their  work  in  lon£  range  planning 
that  they  have  the  benefit  of  the  views  of  the  theater 
and  area  planners.    These  contacts  with  SWPA  and  CINCPOA 
are  particularly  necessary  to  facilitate  the  joint 
exploration  of  availability  of  and  planning  for  resources 
as  a  basis  for  recommendations  to  the  Joint  Chiefs  of 
Staff.    It  is  not  intended  that  the  planning  staff  of  an 
area  or  tneater  commander  should  be  in  any  way  responsible 
to  tne  planning  staff  of  a  higher  echelon  of  command  the 
sole  purpose  of  the  arrangement  being  to  further  the 
interchange  of  tnought  and  of  information  which  is 
necessary  for  advance  planning.    This  in  effect  is  a 
substitute  for  staff  conferences  which  are  not  practicable 
because  of  the  distances  separating  the  various  head- 
quarters.   Tour  personal  approval  or  clearance  of  plan- 
ning messages  from  your  area  is  a  matter  for  your 
discretion  however  it  is  necessary  that  such  messages 
be  identified  as  messages  pertaining  to  this  system  of 
exchange  of  information  and  should  contain  the  expression 
"this  is  a  planners  message  for  the  Joint  Staff  Planners 
in  Washington". 


19  2240    ARNOLD  to  IEKAY  HANSEL!  Info  HARMON  MAC ARTHUR  NIMITZ 
Y/EDEMEYER .  '  " 


t'Or. SECRET.  WAR!  79536.  Operations  following  will  be 
oouducuea  oy  20th  Air  Force  in  support  of  M-l.    This  is 
confirmation  and  represents  no  change  in  agreed  operations 
except  for  dates  which  have  been  adjusted  to  present 
S-Day  a  20th  Bomber  Command  will  conduct  lu  reconnais- 
sance sorties  of  major  airfields  on  KYUSHU  and  western 
sea  approaches  to  KYUSHU  from  December  25th  to  January 
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19  2240  (continued) 

4th  B  20  tn  Bomber  Command  will  maintain  5  reconnaissance 
sorties  on  call  December  25th  to  January  4th.  Sorties 
will  be  directed  from  Headquarters  20th  Air  Force  C  2uth 
Bomber  Command  will  continue  attacks  on  major  air 
installations  on  KYUSHU  to  the  limit  of  logistical 
capabilities  D  20th  Bomber  Command  will  attack  TACHIaRAI 
Air  Depot  January  6th  E  20th  Bomber  Command  will  attack 
KEELUNG  HARBOR  January  8th  F  21st  Bomber  Command  will 
continue  aaily  photo  reconnaissance  of  major  ^CINAWA 
airfields  December  25th  to  December  29th  inclusive  and 
on  December  31st  and  will  maintain  sustained  attack  on 
major  aircraft  engine  plants  on  HONSHU.  Para.  The 
following  operations  will  be  conducted  by  20ta  Air  Force 
in  support  of  DETACHMENT  A  20 th  Bomber  Command  will 
sustain  the  attack  on  major  air  installations  on  KYUSHU 
to  the  limit  of  logistical  capabilities  B  21st  Bomber 
Command  will  intensify  attack  on  major  aircraft  engine 
factories  on  HONSHU.  Fara  20th  and  21st  Bomber  Commands 
will  be  prepared  to  conduct  additional  reconnaissance 
which  this  headquarters  may  direct. 

W  'J257Z    C OMGENaAFPOA  to  CTF  93  Info  CBJCPOA  CTF  94  COM  3RD  FI 

cr:upiv  5  BOMCOL.  21 7  —  =  

AAFPOA  106l6-¥et  -C70::  ^    In  coordination  with  CruDiv  5 
bombardment  as  outlined  CTF  94  message  191245  GCT 
execute  maximum  effort  B  24  strikes  against  IWO  JIMA 
and  CHICHI  JILIA  on  24  and  27  Dec.  P  38  sweep  may  be 
included  at  your  discretion  but  only  if  both  route  and 
target  weather  good.     Coordinate  with  CTF  94  and  conform 
to  his  desires  with  respect  to  timing.    ComBom  21 
participation  if  any  not  yet  determined. 
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19  2205 


COMINCH  AND  CNO  to  CINCPOh  . 


-flftHh  Tillo  TUP  JL'eaEff-.    First  paragraph  of  your 

190752  concurred  in.    As  to  second  paragraph  if 
the  provision  that  British  shall  furnish  at  MANUS 
adequate  facilities  to  support  their  own  fleet  and 
aircraft  is  included  in  tne  agreement  I  concur  that 
you  tell  Admiral  Fraser  that  when  they  are  ready  to 
move  up  from  AUSTRALIA  you  will  arrange  ior  him  to 
use  MANUS  as  an  anchorage  and  for  his  carrier 
replacement  groups  on  a  "not  to  interfere  basis". 
This  is  therefore  contingent  upon  the  prospective 
provision  of  most  if  not  all  required  fleet  facilities 
in  LEYTE.  I  suggest  that  agreement  be  in  writing 
as  a  matter  of  record  for  possible  future  reference. 


IIIMITZ  TO  KING  ONLY.  TOr  .OEQIiET-.    In  my  conference 
of  yesterday  and  today  with  -admiral  Fraser  it  develops 
that  the  Admiralty  has  made  no  provision  for  shore 
establishments  other  than  Mobile  Naval  Air  Base 
(MONAB).     He  proposes  to  use  a  headquarters  ship 
possibly  LOTHIAN.     Such  an  arrangement  would  have 
many  advantages  and  would  relieve  the  predicament 
in  which  he  is  placed  by  my  informing  him  that  we 
would  not  provide  him  with  a  shore  establishment 
including  communications  housing  boats  and  motor 
cars.    New  Subject.    He  is  pressing  for  tne  use 
of  MANUS  as  an  anchorage  and  as  a  location  ior  his 
carrier  replacement  aircraft  and  personnel. 
Stating  that  ESPIRITU  SANTO  is  much  too  far  from  the 
combat  area.     I  concur  to  tne  extent  that  if  his 
fleet  is  to  enter  the  Pacific  it  will  be  of  most 
use  if  it  augments  the  carrier  forces  available  to 
me  and  has  its  train  and  replacements  reasonably 
accessible  to  tne  area  of  operations  north  of  tne 
line  MARIANAS-PALAU-LEYTE.    For  this  reason  request 
concurrence  in  telling  him  that  I  will  arrange  for 
his  use  of  MANUS  as  an  anchorage  and  for  his  carrier, 
replacement  groups  in  the  same  manner  as  for  mine 
and  on  a  "not  to  interfere"  basis.    Para.    It  seems 
clear  that  the  earliest  appearance  of  4  carriers 
2  battleships  and  screen  will  be  in  mid  March  by 
which  time  my  neeas  at  MANUS  will  be  decreased  by 
the  availability  of  LEYTE  GULF  and  presumably 
Kincaids  neeas  will  be  similarly  decreased.  Request 
early  reply. 


19  0752 


GINCPOA  to  COMINCH. 
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20  0049 


CINCPOA  to  CQi,:$THFLT  CINC  EPF  Info  COMINCH. 


TOP  SECRET.  In  view  possibility  of  employment  of  a 
British  Carrier  Task  Force  in  ICEBERG  request 
exploratory  discussions  be  conducted  prior  to 
departure  CINC  EPF  from  PEARL. 


21  0430    CTF  93  to  CTTJ  93.1.1:  CO  jSthFighter  Gr;  fire  92.2: 
OTP  93.3  (CO  VP- 5  GUAM):  Info  CTF  94;  OTP  94.9; 
CTG  17.7:  CTU  94.4.1;  CTTJ  94.4.2;  CTU  30.5.3:  21st 

eoi:coi.:;  JIKCPOA:  ccejOSKAATPQA: 

This  is  my  OpOrder  3-44.  2  Coordinated  surface  and  air 
attacks  ar  to  be  made  on  I//0  JIMA.  1st  Attack  on  24* 
December  called  ROCK CRUSHER  1.  2nd  Attack  on  27  December 
called  R0CKCRU3HER  2  similar  to  1st  unless  otherwise 
advised.    TO  94.9  with  3  cruisers  and  6  destroyers 
shells  1300  to  1350.  21  BomCom  may  attack  after  1415  if 
sufficient  aircraft  become  available.    TF  93  attacks 
in  coordination  with  other  forces.    CTU  93.1.1  wi'th 
maximum  number  P-38  aircraft  attack  I'.YO  JIMA  at  1015 
destroying  enemy  aircraft  in  air  and  on  ground  making 
main  effort  against  airfield  number  2.    Make  arrange- 
ments with  21st  BomCom  who  will  furnish  3  navigational 
escorts.     CTG  93.2  with  minimum  of  4  heavy  bomber 
squadrons  attack  and  destroy  airfields  and  air  installa- 
tions I,/0  JIMA  from  1100  to  1300.  With  2  squadrons 
attack  and  destroy  airfield  and  air  installations  at 
CHICHI  JIMA  at  1145.    Provide  spotting  aircraft  for 
CTG  94.9  as  required.     CTG  93.3  take  vertical  photos 
170    at  10000  feet  or  above  for  damage  assesment  after 
1500  both  days.    If  clouds  prevent  photos  at  10000 
feet  photo  coverage  may  be  omitted.    Escorts  will  not 
be  available.    All  units  this  force  effect  necessary 
coordination  with  other  units  direct.  Submit  Dumbo 
requirements  to  CTF  93.     CTG  94.9  available  rescue 
service  along  their  tracks  and  will  listen  on  CTG  93.2 
strike  freouency  plus  standard  air  sea  rescue  frequencies. 
My  Op  2-44 'remains  in  effect  except  that  on  22,23,25, 
26,  28  and  29  December  strike  required  by  paragraph 
1  B  3  may  be  made  with  1  squadron  only.  Communications 
accordance  CentCom  2  and  Pac  70  A.    All  times  this 
order  K  (-11).    CTF  93  at  SAIPAN. 
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giNOPAG  to  3Ci:ir:o:i  and  ONO. 


CLASSIFIED 


This  is  TCP  TJSF^     My  understanding,  with  OIK CHEF 
relative  to  fuel  is  that  he  will  take  up  with  the 
Eriti3h  Admiralty  the  question  of  the  source  of 
fuel  for  the  British  Pacific  Fleet  and  the  method 
of  its  delivery  to  the  Eritish  Fleet  Tankers  at 
advanced  anchorages.     In  this  connection  attention 
is  invited  to  UNO  serial  0210312  of  12  June  1944 
with  which  CinCBFF  is  apparently  not  familiar. 
Recommend  early  action  to  terminate  agreements 
which  by  paragraph  6  continue  to  be  effective. 


-"t-r^-.i  iJil^T.     20th  BomCom  has  notified  ComNavGroup  China 
as  follows:  Search  operations  begin  25  December  until  4 
January  with  2  sorties  per  day.    Sector  A  i'fe  stern  Sea 
approaches  and  Major  Airfields  within  latitudes  33-55 
North.     Sector  B  33-05  North  and  32-15  North.  Sector 
C  32-15  North  and  31-10.     Sector  C  will  be  covered 
daily  others  every  other  day  alternating.     If  weather 
prevents  photography  on  return  route  plane  will  let 
down  when  50  miles  off  Empire  Mainland  to  permit 
visual  search.    Planes  will  broadcast  signtings  in 
effective  CSP  1270  using  8280  KCS  and  call  sign  COO • 
Distress  will  be  in  the  clear.    BomCom  requests 
CinCPAQ  send  all  pertinent  data  on  enemy  war  and 
merchant  shipping  dispositions  in  KYUSHU  area  together 
with  possible  friendly  forces  nearby  and  any  other 
useful  information.    Flight  reference  point  for  entire 
operation  DANJ0  GUNT0  32  North  128-20  east.  Code 
word  LEGLESS  LADY,     v/ill  submarines  in  area  maintain 
intercept  watch. 


21  1748 


COI-aiAVGRCUP  CHINA  to  CINCFAC  Info  OOHStTBPAC : 
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DECLASSIFIED 


22  0406  CTF  77  to  CINCPAC  info  CINCSWPA,  COMINCH,  CINC  BRITISH 
PACIFIC  FLEET,  COMSUBPAC,  COMSUBSOY'/ESPAC  I  06M7TBffLT. 

TUP  Sit'eRff?.    Dutch  British  and  U.S.  submarines  now  at 
XAEQVONTRE  utilize  full  facilities  of  that  port.  Ad- 
ditional submarines  cannot  be  based  there.    Darwin  is 
only  reasonably  satisfactory  and  is  not  recommended 
as  base  for  British  submarines  and  tender  your  191006, 
Brisbane  is  too  far  removed  from  submarine  operating 
areas.    Recommend  transfer  of  ADAMANT  and  accompanying 
submarines  be  deferred  until  additional  submarine  base 
facilities  available  In  western  Philippines. 

21  0833  CINCSWPA  to  C0M3RDFLT  info  COMDR  ALLIED  NAVAL  FORCES, 

COMER  ALLIED  AIR  FORCES.  CTF  38.  OOMDR  7TH  FLT,  CINCPOA. 
COMDR  3RD  gLT:  EV|dffnt 

'    TOr  OEOR^L.    plan  your  190930  GCT  for  3rd  Fleet  cover 
and  support/of  M  1  concurred  in.    3rd  Fleet  is  free  to 
strike  across  the  dividing  line  when  worthwhile.  Targets 
are  divided  merely  by  notification  and  without  waiting 
for  coordination.    This  rule  is  general  and  applies 
equally  to  the  allied  air  forces.    Maximum  warning  will 
be  given  by  each  air  force  to  the  other  whenever  practi- 
cable. 

21  2105  CINCPOA  to  DEPCOM  20TH  AIR  FORCE  info  C0M3RDFLT,  CINCSWPA 

-  TOP  SECagg.     Subject  is  photo  reconnaissance  OKINAWA  by 
21st  Bomber  Command.    Request  daily  photo  reconnaissance 
S  minus  10  to  S  Day  inclusive.    Reconnaissance  dispatch 
reports  and  interpretations  to  Com3rdFLT,  CTF  38,  CTO's 
38.1,  38.2  and  38.3. 
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22  0104      ARNOLD  to  LEMAY ,  HAK3SIL  Info  HARMON.  MAC  ARTHUR,  NIMITZ. 
iVEDEMSYER,  CHEVES: 

WARX  80998  TOi"-rB£Hg£.     At  the  request  of  OINCPOA,  the 
directive  to  the  21st  Bomber  Command  as  stated  in  para 
F  of  .VARX  79536  is  changed  to  read  as  follows:  21st 
Bomber  Command  will  continue  daily  photo  reconnaissance 
of  major  OKINAWA  Airfields  from  25th  December  to  9th 
January  inclusive  and  will  maintain  sustained  attack  on 
major  aircraft  engine  plants  on  HONSHU. 

22  1214      CINC  EAST  IMP  to  ADMIRALTY ,  NAC3PA.  CINCBPF.   CS.flP  RNLU 

'Delhi,  .-■■^■r3  3z^iy  i:ai:jy,  info  va  bff,  va  3  raa  bpf. 

7C  ACK  SI: 


-  TCI  .3:10m    Part  2  final  my  221214  OCT.    Part  1  is 
221139  ( 5 )  surprise  achieved.    No  fighters  encountered 
(6)  PM  20th  Fighters  attacked  airfields  in  SABANG  Area 
and  small  craft  off  ULSELHOE  (7)  own  surface  forces  not 
located  by  enemy  (8)  about  6  twin  engine  bombers  seen 
MEDAN  Airfields.  None  seen  north  SUMATRA  Airfields  (9) 
,/eather  for  this  operation  less  favourable  than  expected 
and  with  no  promise  of  early  imporvement  force  withdrew 
to  rendevous  wave  King  21st  and  return  TRUWCB0A30E  22st 
December  (10)  No  casualties  sustained  (11)  Press 
communique  is  not  being  issued  yet  as  enemy fs  knowledge 
of  our  strength  and  dispositions  is  probably  very  in- 
complete (12)  Flak  Late.     One  Sally  was  intercepted  and 
shot  down  over  target  area. 

22  1139Z     CINC  EI  to  ADMIRALTY,  NAC3PA,   CINC  BPF,  C3WP  RNLU  DELHI. 

7':t      :if  :'.         v..  rr?,  va  3-Rva  bpf.  foacr  ei:  Also 

Info  Ci;  CIAC. 


■?0P  ^"ORag*  Part  1  my  221214Z.     Opertation  R0BV0N.  Force 
67  consisting  of  7  Destroyers  of  27th  destroyer  flotilla 
and  HFA  wave  king  left  trincomalee  17th  December  under 
command  of  RAA  EPF.     Object  air  strike  on  BaNGKALAN 
BIANDAN  Oil  Refinery  (2)  After  detaching  Wave  King  18th 
December  force  proceeded  to  arrive  flying  off  position 
northward  of  DIAMOND  POINT  dawn  20th.   (3)  Strike  of 
28  Avengers  16  Hellcats  and  16  Corsairs  found  BANGKALAN 
BIANDAN  totally  obscured  in  cloud  and  therefore  attacked 
harbour  warehouses  railway  yards  and  oil  installations  at 
BEL  AV/AN0  DELI  (4)  Observation  of  bombing  results  difficult 
in  low  cloud  and  rain  but  1  oil  tank  and  petrol  tank  set 
on  fire  by  fighters.     Indomitable  Illustrious,  Newcastle, 
Argonaut , Black  Prince. 
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23  0115      DEOOMAE  20  to  CINCPOA  Info  COMAE  20, 


DECLASSIFIED 


)0M  21,  COMIKPAC; 


-TCIVISLCI^.     BomCom  21  has  been  directed  Initiate  plans 
mining  operations  in  general  conformance  your  serial 
000966  with  exception  such  operations  will,  for  planning 
purposes,  be  scheduled  commence  about  1  April  45  and 
provide  for  about  150  to  200  sorties  per  month.  Reur 
serial  000966  consideration  will  be  given  to  Conducting 
mining  operations  during  weather  periods  which  preclude 
normal  visual  bombing  operations  to  insure  minimum 
interference  primary  mission.    Plans  prepared  by  21 
BomCom  will  be  coordinated  with  you  by  this  headquarters 
prior  to  submission  to  ComAE  20  for  approval.  Supply 
of  munitions  and  technical  advisory  personnel  has  been 
covered  in  previous  correspondence. 


221837      ARNOLD  si  fined  MARSHALL  to  RICHARDSON,  HARIION  NIMITZ.  ■■ 

-  TOP  jHORSJ.     Discussion  concerning  deployment  of  8 
additional  VLR  groups  to  the  Marianas  and  the  speeding 
up  of  construction  of  B-29  bases  in  the  Central  Pacific 
to  accommodate  these  units  on  schedule,  General  Arnold 
and  Admiral  Towers  concluded  that  2  additional  aviation 
engineer  battalions  should  be  sent  to  Central  Pacific 
without  their  heavy  equipment  by  15  January.  Admiral 
Towers  stated  that  sufficient  heavy  equipment  could  be 
furnished  by  Navy  from  theater  stocks  and  that  he  would 
like  Navy  there  to  determine  availability  of  shipment 
for  the  2  units.    General  Arnold  is  most  anxious  to  do 
everything  possible  to  speed  up  construction  of  B-29 
bases  and  facilities  in  the  Central  Pacific  to  the  end 
that  we  can  place  maximum  weight  against  JAPAN  at  earlie- 
st possible  date.    Present  plan  for  shipment  of  aviation 
engineer  battalions  to  Central  Pacific  is  as  f ollows : 
(A)  5  battalions  are  scheduled  to  move  from  ports  of 
embarkation  in  January.     Of  these  5  the  theater  has 
requested  that  2  scheduled  for  HODS  be  available  early 
January,  that  2  scheduled  for  BIVE  be  available  for 
loading  20  January.    Priority  established  for  the  unit 
for  IRON  indicates  it  will  move  in  late  January.  (B) 
Movement  orders  on  the  above  5  battalions  on  theater 
request  provide  that  all  units  be  moved  with  complete 
organization  equipment  and  further  provide  that  the 
units  scheduled  for  BIVE  and  K0DS  be  combat  loaded  with 
certain  extra  maintenance  supplies,  etc.     (C)  1  battalion 
is  available  15  March,  another  available  1  April,  both 
minus  unit  and  combined  training.     (D)  3  battalions 
(colored)  have  readiness  dates  of  1  June  and  should  be 
fully  trained. '  Considering  the  above  would  like  your 
answers  to  the  following  questions:    A.  Do  you  recommend 
any  changes  in  the  movement  orders  of  the  5  battalions 
scheduled  for  movement  in  January.  B.  Should  the  battalion 
scheduled  for  movement  in  March  and  the  battalion  sched- 
uled for  movement  in  April  move  without  heavy  equipment 


2471 


top  ^    .        DECLASSIFIED  ^ 

/  DECEMBER  (GCT)     (Cont'd)  ^MSS/flJ) 

ARNOLD  signed  MARSHALL  to  RICHARDSON,  HARMON.  MII.IITZ 
(Cont'd)  

under  the  assumption  that  the  same  will  be  furnished 
by  the  Navy  in  the  theater.     C.  .v'e  can  endeavor  to  make 
the  3  colored  battalions  now  scheduled  for  movement 
in  June  available  by  1  March  if  so  desired.     If  they 
move  in  March  they  will  not  have  had  unit  and  combined 
training  and  would  have  to  work  alongside  an  experienced 
'    battalion.     Question  can  heavy  equipment  be  furnished 
for  them  in  the  theater  and  if  so  do  you  recommend 
this  be  done.. 

23  2353     CINCPOA  to  COMNAVGROUP  CHINA 

ComNavGroup  CHINA  pass  to  ComGen  14th  AAF .  Forces 
under  ComThirdFleet  will  support  11-1  operation  by 
striking  FORMOSA  3-6,   3-5.     LUZON  3-3.     LUZON  or 
FORMOSA  3-2.    FORMOSA  on  3  Day.    Para.     Strikes  after 
3  Day  as  necessary  to  prevent  enemy  interference  from 
NAN3SI  SHOT 0 -FORMOSA- Northern  LUZON- CHINA  Coast  area. 
This  information  should  be  safeguarded  with  the 
greatest  care.     It  is  for  benefit  of  the  High  Command 
and  should  not  be  disseminated  to  lower  echelons  except 
when  absolutely  essential  for  specific  operations  and 
then  to  the  minumum  possible  extent  and  at  the  latest 
possible  time. 

23  1644    ARNOLD  to  LZMAY  AND  HAN33LL  Info  HARMON  MAC ARTHUR 

-  nimitz  vapsr^T^R 

-gor  jgjgglgPEi  81461  DTG  231751Z:  Gaze  at  paragraph 
F  WARX  79536  and  V/ARX  80998  changed  to  read  as 
follows:  21st  Bomber  Command  will  continue  daily 
photo  reconnaissance  of  Major  OKINAWA  airfields  31 
December  to  January  9  inclusive  and  will  maintain 
sustained  attack  on  major  aircraft  engine  plants  on 
HONSHU 
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23  &1B    COM  3RD  FIT  to  CTF  38  Info  COIvIINCn  CINCPAC  CINCSOWESPAC 
f\  .  CTF  77  CTF  71  COl.TT.Sy  CTF  93  CTF  94  C(M3UBPAC  AIL  TF 

COMS  AND  TASK  GROUP  COLS  ERD  FLEET  CNAB  GUAM ." 

This  is  annex  C  my  Op  Plan  25-44.     l'Hlo  la  IW  SM/BEg-. 
Task  Force  38  sortie  ULITHI  prior  noon  3-10  proceed  to 
arrive  fueling  rendezvous  center  area  VARNISH  at  0600 
3-7  conducting  training  exercises  enroute.    On  8-7 
fuel  all  units.    Upon  completion  fueling  commence  high 
speed  run  toward  FORMOSA.  At  dawn  S-6  in  vicinity- 
latitude  22-30  long  122-30  commence  sustained  strikes 
against  FORMOSA,  strikes  to  be  continued  through  3-5. 
Upon  completion  strikes  retire  to  fueling  rendezvous 
latitude  20-00  long  126-00  to  i.rrive  0700  S-4  where 
fuel  all  ships.    After  fueling  proceed  toward  LUZON 
where  in  vicinity  latitude  17-30  long  123-30  at  dawn 
3-3  commence  1  day  sustained  strikes  on  .LUZON  area. 
Upon  completion  strikes  commence  high  speed  run  to 
northward.    At  dawn  3-2  in  vicinity  latitude  22-00 
long  122-30  commence  1  day  of  sustained  strikes  on 
FORMOSA  after  which  retire  toward  fueling  rendezvous 
northwest  corner  area  VARNISH  to  arrive  0800  3-1  where 
fuel  all  ships.    Upon  completion  fueling  commence  high 
^  :  speeu  run  to  northwest  and  at  dawn  S  Day  in  vicinity 

latitude  23-00  long  122-45  commence  sustained  strikes 
against  FORMOSA.     Further  schedule  of  operations 
predicated  upon  contingencies  and  existing  situation. 
All  times  I  (-9)  all  positions  north  and  east.  Para. 
Where  dawn  strikes  are  indicated  predawn  take  off  of 
limited  numbers  of  strike  aircraft  encouraged  at  dis- 
cretion ComTaskForce  38.    Where  sustained  strikes  on 
area  directed  employment  of  continuous  target  CAP  is 
desirable  in  interest  offensive  effort  and  resultant 
defense  own  forces.     In  continuation  of  target  CAP 
during  darkness  maximum  practicable  use  night  hecklers 
and  intruders  will  be  employee    During  strikes  on 
FORMOSA  sweeps  of  OKINAWA  JTMA  within  capabilities  of 
force  are  authorized.     Strikes  on  LUZON  area  3rd  Fleet 
responsiblity  nortn  of  line  SANTA  CRUZ  (17-10  121-2$) 
.  BAGABAG-CAPE  ILDEF0N30.    With  notification  CINCSWPA  and 
withou  further  coordination  Task  Force  38  free  to 
strike  across  dividing  line  if  worthwhile  targets 
evidexit  or  as  necessary  protection  own  forces.  Such 
notification  CINCSOWESPAC  by  COM  3RD  FLEET.  Lifeguard 
submarines  will  be  arranged  by  separate  despatch.  Para. 
Through  out  this  operation  need  for  flexibility  of  schecU 
ule  to  meet  changing  situation  emphasized  and  contin- 
gency requiring  movement  into  NORTH  CHINA  SEA  must  be 
kept  in  mind 
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24  0648     CINCPOA  to  COI.IGENAIRFIJF^C .  GOI  GENPOA .  COMCaaTAAFPOA 

CQMAIRPaC,  COMGENFI.JTAC  .  COI-'GEMlOTTiAR:  Y ,  COMPIII^-I-AC  . 

:VT^C  Info  CTG  99.3  CQI ;nETQ?x-PHlP.cnKT--s ,  CTF  94 
coi:criT2uTHCQKPs  marco:rps  cominch  co:;5ttflt  CTG  9^.2 
C0M5THPIIIBF0R  CTF  93  CTTT  99-3.1.  99-3-2,  99.3.3,  99.3.4, 
99.3.5,  99.3.6,  99.3.77  — 

TOl^  JEOftSEi    My  220210  Nov.  Commodore  Fred  D.  Kirtland 
designated  as  Commandant  NOB.     Col.  Charles  M  Baer,  USA, 
designated  as  OinC  Joint  Communication  Activities. 
Above  commanders  will  be  ordered  report  to  IsCom  LEGU- 
MINOUS for  auty  on  1  Jan  45  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  prac- 
ticable. Para.  MyDis  210735  Nov.     Brig. Gen.  W.J'.  Wallace 
USMC  designated  as  Air  Defense  Commander  LEGUMINOUS* 
Brig.Gen  Wallace  should  be  ordered  to  report  to  Commander 
Tactical  air  Force  for  auty  at  the  earliest  practicable. 
Fara.  My  els  300632.  MySer  U00131  Oct  25.  ComGenPOA 
designate  officers  for  duty  as  Commanders  of  Army  Air 
Fielas  and  ComAirPac  designate  officers  for  duty  as 
Commanders  of  Navy  and  Marine  Air  Fielos  and 
plane  base.    Above  Air  Field  Commanders  should.  l$k' . 
ordered  to  report  for  duty  at  earliest  to  the  IsCom 
LEGUMINOUS  for  further  assignment  to  the  respective  Comman 
ters  of  Army  and  Navy  Air  Bases.  Para.  My  220210  Nov 
and  300632  Commanders  of  all  garrison  uniis  including, 
aviation  defense  construction  and  service  units  should 
be  ordered  to  report  to  IsCom  IEGUMINOUS  at  tne 'earlies1fejj| 
practicable.    Above  units  on  reporting  will  be  assigned  V 
to  appropriate  Task  Unite  Commanders.    Units  not  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  IsCom  IEGUMINOUS  should 
report  by  dispatch.  Para.    My  210735.  RAdm  Calvin  H. 
Cobb  designated  as  Commander  Naval  Forces  (CTG  99.1). 
RAdm.  Cobb  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  ComGen  10th 
Army  for  above  duty  on  arrival  this  theater. 

24  2205     DEPCOMAF  20  VIA  riHMY  AIR  FORPACOCEANAREA  toCOMAIRFORCE 
«;u  <z±sz  BOECOM  Info  CINCPOA. 


-*0£-^eftB*%  The  following  has  been  dispatched  "mater 
61   . ossiuie  danger  to  the  security  of  any  joint  or 

simultaneous  operation  by  VLR  and  CINCPOA  Forces 
resulting  from  present  20  Air  Force  policy  of  early 
communique  releases  on  B  29  strikes  has  been  discussed 
with  CINCPOA  who  concurs  in  continuation  of  present 
announced  policy  as  best  security  measure  with  no  ref- 
erence being  made  to  indicate  that  B  29  stride  is  other 
tnan  an  independent  operation  by  the  21  Bomber  Command. 
Release  of  the  nature  of  the  operation  and  its  joint  or 
combined  aspects  will  be  mace  by  CINCPOA'  at  such  times 
as  he  considers  a. propriate" . 
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25  0006    CQMGENAAPPOA  To  CINCPOA  Info  COMGENPOA  COMGENAaF 

AAFPOA-10o05.  -fPF- SECRET .     In'  determining  jointly  the 
answers  to  war  80979DTG221S37  a  conference  was  hela 
by  representatives  CINCPOA,  COMGENPOA  and  AAFPOA.  It 
is  believed  that  the  following  recommended  reply 
expresses  the  understanding  reached:  Look  at  War 
6O979.  Answers  to  questions  follow:     Question  . 
Change  movement  orders  of  the  2  battalions  scheduled 
for  KOBE  to  BIVE  and  delay  movement  date  of  all  4 
for  BIVE  to  conform  to  changed  target  date  and  type 
shipj.ing.     QuestionB.  Yes.  Question  C.  Movement  in 
March  instead  of  June  although  units  lack  training 
is  desired.    No  equipment  either  Army  or  Navy  can 
be  furnished  in  theatre.     By  this  message  COMGENPOA 
R44468-24  December  is  answered. 


25  0550    CTF  38  to  COMAIRPAC  Info  C0M3RDFLT  CINCFAC  CTG  38.1 
CTG  38.2  USS  ESSEX 


-TUP  SEGftffE-.    Com3rdFlt  220419.     Reembarkation  YMF  124 
and  213  a  total  of  36  Corsairs  in  ESSEX.     In  view  of 
critical  operation  in  near  future,  the  nature  of  which 
will  require  all  possible  VF  strength  in  the  Task 
Force  for  wide  spread  offensive  missions,  recommend 
15  Helldivers  be  removed  from  both  ESSEX  and  WASP 
to  make  room  for  the  36  Hellcats  displaced  by  36 
Corsairs  in  ESSEX.     18  VF  can  easily  operate  in  same 
deck  space  as  15  Hellcats.    Resulting  complement  of 
ESSEX  36  Corsairs  55  Hellcats  and  15  Avengers. 
Wasp  91  Hellcats  and  15  Avengers.    The  2  displaced 
VB  squadrons  would  release  pilots  for  conversion 
to  VF  or  they  could  be  retained  in  forward  area  in 
event  this  increase  in  VF  or  they  could  be  retained 
in  forward  area  in  event  this  increase  in  VF  can  not 
be  supported  by  replacement  aircraft  flow  beyond 
next  operation.    All  experience  past  6  months  shows 
VF  with  rockets  and  bombs  most  effective  against  all 
types  land  ship  targets  except  ships  requiring  a 
torpedo  to  sink. 

25  2321     CINCPAC  to  CINC  BPF  Info  COMINCH  CINCSWPA  COMSUBPAC 
COASUESOWESPAC  COI-^TITIT  C0K3RDFLT. 

■TOP  JECRBS-.    My  191006  CTF  77  220406  consider  it 
advisable  that  ADAMANT  anu  submarines  continue 
operating  from  CEYLON  for  present.  Determination 
as  to  time  for  moving  into  Pacific  to  be  dependent 
upon  later  availability  of  suitable  place  from  which 
to  operate. 
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27  0209      CTNCPOA  to  COMINCH  Info  COHGENAAF ,  OOMGjmAjiFPOA, 
COMG^NPOA,  CONG,  PUDOCKS. 

-  TCP  Reference  ARNOLD  and  MARSHALL  to 

RICHARDSON,  HARMON,  NIMITZ.  TOP  SEC  DESPATCH  WAR 
80979  DIG  221837  GOT  December.    A  Conference  was 
held  CINCPOA  Headquarters  with  representative  of 
ComGenFOA  and  ComGenAAFPOA.    Answers  as  follows  to 
question's  in  reference  were  determined  question  A. 
Negative  except  change  movement  orders  of  2  battalions 
scheduled  for  HODS  to  HIVE  keeping  in  mind  revised 
target  date:    Equipment  for  2  Battalions  is  available 
in  theater  as  stated  by  TO'.VERS  but  recent  developments 
render  it  preferable  to  eouip  Army  Battalions  at 
HUENEME  CALIF  rather  than  *0AHD".     Question  B  Negative 
but  equipment  can  be  made  available  HUENEME  if  required. 
Question  C  move  colored  Battalion  in  March  without 
unit  and  combined  training  as  they  can  be  trained  in 
theater,  equipment  can  be  furnished  in  theater  but 
desire  they  be  equipped  before  moving  from  coast  Navy 
can  furnish  equipment  at  HUENEME  if  Army  furnished 
equipment  would  delay  their  departure.  Personnel 
transport  is  not  critical  between  "'.Vest  Coast  and 
OAHU  during  period  under  consideration  but  shipping 
space  for  equipment  from  Coast  and  all  shipping  west 
of  Oahu  is  critical. 

25  0625      C0L13RDELT  to  CTG  30.5.  CII"  C3QVJS3PAC .  Info  OOMINCH-r 

JI".;i-..J,   CTF  94.  CTF  93.  CTF  77.   CTF  38,  All.  OTG'S 
OF  T?  38,   CTF  73.  C0:.TSAE.  

TOI  SSSBES»     Interdiction  Plan  My  OpPlan  25-44.  CTG 
30.5  on  3  minus  9  S  minus  8  and  S  minus  7  extend 
sectors  4,  10,  17  and  5  V  223  to  maximum  practicable 
distance.    On  S  minus  7,  employing  PB4Y  detachment 
on  PALAU,  patrol  to  the  north  and  west  of  TF  38 
during  fueling  and  initial  advance  toward  FORMOSA  to 
interdict  enemy  search  planes  and  thus  prevent  discovery 
this  force.  Para.  CinC3o;fes„Pac  requested  to  establish 
interdiction  as  follows:  On  3  minus  7  sector  10  from 
LEYTE  to  be  on  station  at  limit  of  search  as  early  as 
possible  preferably  at  dawn  to  interdict  search  planes 
departing  FORMOSA  early  morning.  Para.  CTG  30.5  and 
CinCSo TesPac  requested  furnish  Com3rdFlt  and  CTF  38 
intents  in  connection  interdiction  Plan. 

26  1950      ARNOLD  to  RICHARDSON,  HARMON.  NIMITZ. 

-^QP  SjKgBBgS  Joint  Chiefs  of  3taff  have  approved 
deployment  of  315th  and  316th  VLR  V/ings  to  the  MARIANAS 
subject  to  the  understanding  that  necessary  adjust- 
ment with  regard  to  shipping  can  be  made  without  a 
detriment  to  approved  operations  in  the  Central  Pacific. 
The  composition  of  these  Tings  and  service  Forces 
concerned  and  availability  dates  will  be  subject  of 
separate  communications.  24  fc 
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23  2254    COM3RDFLT  to  CTF  38  CTG  30.5  CIG  30 . 7  CTG  30.8  CTG  30.9 

info  cornier  cinci-vc  crccfofrsspAC  otp  77  ctf  7.  ctf  93 
cornrj  ctf  94  comsubpac  am  tfcs  and  toc  +  s  3rd  flBW 

CNAB  GUAM.  '  " 


-3' 01'  SKCftjg.     Com  3rd  Fleet  Op  Plan  25-44.  TG  3O.5 
Commodore  Ketcham  TG  30.7  Captain  Montgomery  TG  30. 8 
Captain  Acuff  TG  30.9  Commodore  Carter  TF  38  ViceAdm 
McCain.    Forces  as  currently  assigned  or  as  indicated  in 
annex  A.  Para.  Enemy  information  accordance  current  intel- 
ligence and  "by  mail  and  despatch.    This  Op  Plan  derived 
from  CINCPOA  Op  Plan  9-4-4.     Own  air  search  from  MARIANaS 
U1ITHI  and  PALAU  as  currently  prescribed  with  sectors 
north  and  west  of  TINLaN  extended  to  1000  mile  radius. 
SoWesPac  air  search  Plan  C  revised  in  effect  unless  later 
modified  by  dispatch.     Submarines  of  TF*s  17  and  71  are 
supporting  this  operation:     TF  17  by  1  providing 
accurate  intelligence  of  movements  enemy  naval  units 
approaching  PHILIPPINES  and  SOUTH  CHINA  SEAS  from 
northward  2  intensive  reconnaissance  off  enemy  i 
bases  and  along  approach  routes  3  interdiction  of 
flow  of  reinforcements  to  PHILIPPINES  from  northword 
4  providing  lifeguard  service  and  are  prepared  to 
concentrate  for  stratigical  or  tactical  support  of 
3rd  Fleet  when  directed  by  CINCPAC;  TF  71  "by  station- 
ing strong  offensive  and  reconnaissance  patrols  and 
lifeguard  services  accordance  instructions  from 
Comdr  7th  Fleet.    14th  and  20th  Air  Forces  are  sup- 
porting this  operation  by  reconnaissance  EAST  and 
SOUTH  CHINA  SEAS ■ and  by  aerial  bombardment  enemy 
positions  CHINA  coast  FORMOSA  and  in  EMPIRE .  So- 
WesPac forces  are  seizing  objectives  in  the  LINGAYEN 
area  of  LUZON  by  amphibious  assault  in  an  operation 
termed  M  1.     Para.  This  fleet  will  prevent  enemy 
naval  and  air  forces  from  interfering  with  LUZON 
assault  by  1  destroying  hostile  naval  and  air  forces 
and  shipping  in  RYUKYU  FORMOSA  CHINA  COAST  LUZON 
area  prior  S  Day,  2  neutralize  hostile  air  and 
naval  forces  in  FORMOSA  CHINA  COAST  LUZON  area 
immediately  preceding  S  Day  and  3  striking  hostile 
objectives  as  required  hy  the  existing  situation 
subsequent  to  S  Day  in  order  to  support  M  1  oper- 
ation.    This  fleet  will  also  protect  air  and  sea 
communications  along  CENTRAL  PACIFIC  axis.  Para. 
TG  30.5  continue  air  searches  from  MARIANAS  ULITHI 
and  PaLAU  as  now  prescribed  extending  searches  north 
and  west  of  TINIAN  to  1000  mile  radius  commencing 
on  3  Minus  8  Day  and  continuing  until  otherwise 
airectea.    TG  30.7  conduct  anti  submarine  sweeps 
in  TF  38  and  TG  30.8  operating  areas  and  execute 
JA3ASA  operations  -./lien  directed,  moving  in  accord- 
ance instructions  in  Annex  B.    TG  30.8  provide 
fuel,  aircraft  replacement  and  standby  tug  service 
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COM3RDFIII?  to  CTF  38  CTG  30.5  CTG-  30.7  CTG  30.8  CTG  30.9 
xmo  uUi._iMUii  GINCIv.C  CI:-7C.-:G  TSPaC  CTF  77  CTF  71  CTF  93 
C0I.IFEAF  CTF  94  COi-SUBPAC  ALL  TFG '  3  JtND  TG-C f  B  3RD 
jTLLET  CN„kE  GUiila  (Cont'a) 

In  accordance  Annex  D.    TG  30.9  furnish  logistic, 
salvage  and  repair  services  as  required.    TF  38 
proceed  from  ULITHI  and  conduct  strikes  in  accord- 
ance with  schedule  in  Annex  C.  Sub  Para.  S  Day  is 
9  January  1945  unless  otherwise  modified  by  dis- 
patch and  is  date  of  landing  in  IINGAYEN  area. 
Annexes  ABC  and  D  in  separate  dispatch  to  those 
who  need  to  know.  Para.  Fuel  aircraft  replacements 
and  towing  service  at  sea  with  Task  Group  30.8. 
Supplies  and  ammunition  at  SAIPAN  GUAM  and  ULITHI. 
Para.  Use  ITEM  time  (-9).  Communications  accordance 
CentCom  2  revised.    Necessary  coordination  for 
entrace  3rd  Fleet  units  into  waters  under  control 
CINCS0WESPAC  will  be  arranged  by  Com  3rd  Fleet. 
Phib  Op  Plan  effective  0  hours  I  (-9)  30  December. 
Com  3rd  Fleet  in  NEW  JERSEY  with  Task  Group  38.2. 

27  1230       CINQ       ,T  I"  "I':  1  STVIT0N  to  SAC  SEA  Info  COMP^XBSOPAO, 
cir;  .:  --y-^:  -tt^t  etc. 

■    TOT  ZZlQE&g-.     Intend  that  units  countersigned  to  British 
Pacific  Fleet  should  carry  air  strikes  farther  than 
targets  in  South  SUMATRA  about  21st  January  and  possibly 
again  about  28th  January.    Request  concurrence  of 
Com3o'7esPac  be  sought  immediately  in  operations  of  these 
definite  units  in  waters  of  ComSo./esPac  Command  outside 
MALAY  BARRIER  and  west  of  106  East  for  3  days  commencing 

at  each  of  dates  in  paragraph  1   *In  arrangement 

being  made  direct  with  CTF  71  for  operations  of 
submarines  in  connection  with  the  above. 
*1  garbled  word. 
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23  0648      OINCFAG  to  CINC  BFF.  DECLASSIFIED 

—TOP  JEOrCT-.    Reference  paragraph  2B  your  210351  to 
Admiralty  regarding  conference  with  Admiral  Nimi'tz. 
To  avoid  possibility  of  any  minunderstanding  or  mis- 
interpretation it  should  be  stated  that  above  mentioned 
subparagraph  is  interpreted  to  mean  that  your  forces 
will  have  use  of  anchorage  and  air  strip  but  they  will 
be  supported  by  British  resources  just  as  U.S.  Pacific 
Fleet  forces  are  supported  by  American  resources. 

28  H08      CINCPAC  Via  C0M3RDFLT  to  C0H3RDFLT  Info  COMINCH. 

oi'.tc  jQ./j,3PAC<  ci::cp.,c  j ,  og:7tjtflt. 

-Tills  19  TOr  SBJIlB^para  1.     An  enemy  force  including 
Battleships  and  1  or  more  carriers  is  expected  to 
continue  operations  in  the  South  China  Sea  during  the 
M-l  Operation.    The  destruction  of  this  Force 
particularly  the  Battleships  and  carriers  thereof 
will  most  effectively  accomplish  the  covering  and 
supporting  Task  assigned  the  3rd  Fleet  by  my'OpPlan 
9-44 .    Para  2.     At  an  advantageous  time  after  the 
enemy  force  is  located  attack  and  destroy  its  heavy 
units.    Then  retire  our  fast  carrier  Task  Force  east 
os  the  Philippines  as  expeditiously  as  the  situation 
permits.    Para  3-    Avoid  minable  waters.  Para  4. 
Attacks  on  other  objectives  which  do  not  threaten 
interference  with  our  forces  will  be  undertaken  only 
if  they  do  not  delay  the  retirement  of  the  Carrier 
Force  from  the  South  China  Sea. 

28  1712       CINCPOA  to. All  TF  &  TG  CCNNANDBR3  3RD  FLT .  CTF  93.  94. 

96,  11,  13.  15.  17,  19,  97,  Info  COMINCH,  CIN0371PA. 
C0N7TH  FLEET,   CTF  71.  DEPOOK  20TH  AAF. 

~^PeP-^CR£^  CinCPOA  Zone  notice  72.  Action  Adees 
inform  only'  ships  and  shore-based  air  commands  under 
their  operational  control  wno  need  to  know.  CINC3WPA 
has  directed  that  effective  0900  GOT  2  January  all 
the  waters  of  the  Central  Philippines  are  an  air  surface 
zone  with  North,  .'/est  and  South  boundaries  as  follows: 
From  CAPS  B0J3AD0R  18-31  North  120-35  Bast  to  20-00 
North  119-00  Bast  to  20-00  North  118-00  Bast  to  19-00 
North  117-00  East  to  12-20  North  117-00  East  to  LIBRO 
POINT  11-25  North  119-29  East  then  South  along  the 
East  Coast  of  P ALA. /AN  to  FLECHA3  POINT  10-22  North 
19-33  East  thence  to  South  islet  08-43  North  119-48 
East  to  DULINGIJIN  POINT  07-45  North  122-06  Bast. 

29  0331      CINCPAC  to  COMINCH  AND  CNO  Info  CON.AIBI'AO 

TOr  pgSgg-.    Your  272145  Negative.  SARATOGA  assigned 
as  night  carrier  as  temporary  expedient  for  DETACHMENTS/) 
Recent  operations  INDEPENDENCE  indicates  CVLs  have     '  • 
definite  limitations  as  Night  Carriers.  CVLs  being  used 
for  training  during  absence  SARATOGA.  These  temporary 
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29  0331      CINCPAC  to  COIilNCH  AND  CNQ  Info  COMAIRPAC  (Continued) 

arrangements  in  response  to  strong  recommendations 
by  Halsey  and  McCain.    Some  recommendations  as  to 
organization  CarDiv  7  may  be  made  after  further 
experience  is  gained. 

29  0345      CTG  30.5  to  CTU  30.5.3  Info  00M3RDFLT .  C0K7THFLT. 

GOT'! AIR  7THFLT  .   CTF  39,   ATGC3  3RD  FLT .  CTG  93.  CTF  94. 
CTG  94.5  '     

"?0P  KCRff^.     See  Com3rd  and  FIFTH  Fleets  interdiction 
Plan  and  OpPlan  25-44.  Using  all  gas  no  bombs 
Liberators  organize  2  plane  anti  snooper  barrier  to  be 
maintained  between  TF  3S  and  oilers  at  center  of  area 
VARNISH  and  3MFIE2  Positions  to  Worth  and  WeSt 
during  daylight  hours  on  S  minus  7  Day.  Prevent 
discovery  of  surface  units.  3tage  Through  TACL0B0N. 
RON  ANGUAR.  Guard  VHP  Channel  C.  Advise  FAV/-10. 

29  0513      CINCPAC  to  CNQ  Info  C01AINCH 

-TOP  JEORffP-.  Your  212105.  CN0  Serial  036512  made  certain 
provisions  for  supplying  fuel  and  gasoline  to  Allied 
Forces.  Subsequently  arrangements  were  made  for 
movement  of  large  British  Naval  Forces  to  the  Pacific. 
SSy  understanding  that  British  Pacific  Fleet  would  be 
self  supporting  as  agreed  upon  at  OCTAGON  and  further 
confirmed  by  Admiral  King.     Self  supporting  is  interpret? 
to  include  petroleum  feuls  and  gasolines  since 
agreement  at  OCTAGON  did  not  exclude  those  products. 
If  we  must  supply  them  request  early  advice  in  order 
that  estimates  may  be  sharply  revised  upward  and 
arrangements  initiated  to  obtain  tankers  etc. 

29  0014       CIN0PAC  to  C0IT.JDAR3A.  COHCRUDIV  5,   C0IJTA3FQR  93  Info 
circ:   ,:  (ADIAIN). 

TOr  ,313 CTu'iT-.  In  future  major  attacks  against  IWC  JTMA 
desire  inclusion  of  Cruiser  bombardment  of  BONINS. 
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CCI.:3RUFLT  to  CTF  38,  CTG  30.7,   CTG  30.8  Info 
OOI.:iMCll.  CUICPAC,  oii:g-;o  r.i  jp.yj,  GT?  77,  OTF  71, 
OCI.IFEA?.  CT?  93.   CTF  94,   COl^UBPAC,  ALL  TFC's  'JJD 
TGG*s  3RDFLT.  CCIw5THFLT. 

TOr  -J20IQT>.  TTTI3  13  PART  1  OF  3  PARTS  I.IY  28215G 
Part  2  is  282137.    Part  3  is  282150.    Appendix  1 
My  OpPlan  25-44.     Operation  described  herein  termed 
GRATITUDE  and  will  be  executed  only  if  specifically 
directed  by  C0K3RDFLT.  See  my  232254  and  232318.  G  Day 
for  this  operation  will  be  designated  at  time 
execution  is  directed.    For  planning  purposes  G  Day 
most  probably  will  be  3-1  but  tactical  situation 
may  require  another  date  to  be  selected.  Para.  On 
G  Day  Task  Force  38  fuel  commencing  0800  at  Northwest 
Corner  Area  VARNISH  unless  otherwise  directed.  Upon 
completion  fueling  G  Day  proceed  vicinity  latitude 
1,-S\72  Long  122  where  strike  FORMOSA  on  G  Plus  1.  Provide 
'cover  for  fast  oilers  moving  as  specified  below.  At 
dusk  proceed  via  BASEI  CHANNEL  Latitude  19-20  Long 
119  where  rendezvous  -with  Fast  Oiler  Group  at  0800 
G  plus  2.  Be  prepared  for  fighter  sweeps  on  Northern 
LUZON  on  G  plus  2  if  situation  indicates  this  necessary 
From  0800  position  G  plus  2  proceed  with  fast  oiler 
Group  in  company  to  latitude  15-20  Long  116  to  arrive 
0700  G  plus  3. 

COIQRDFLT  to  CTF  38.   CTG  30.7,   CTG  30.8  Info  COI.riNJlI. 
etc . 

THIS  IS  Pr-RT  2  m  T(J'P  SBGSBfc  282150.  Top  off  destroyers 
as  practicable  enroute.  Part  company  with  fast  oiler 
group  at  0700  G  plus  3  and  proceed  to  latitude  11-30 
Long  112-00  from  vicinity  which  Point  strike  enemy 
naval  forces  and  shipping  in  KAMRANH  BAY  and  or  TIZARD 
REEF  during  daylight  G  plus  4.    Dusk  GEORGE  plus  4 
retire  to  latitude  15-00  Long  115-00  where  rendezvous 
with  fast  oilers  0600  G  plus  5  and  fuel  all  ships  as 
practicable  during  daylight  that  day.    Dusk  G  plus 
5  proceed  to  vicinity  Latitude  18-40  Long  113-00  v/here 
strike  enemy  naval  forces  and  shipping  HAINAN  aid  or 
HONGKONG  on  G  plus  6.  Dusk  G  plus  6  retire  toward 
BA3HI  CHANNEL  at  high  speed.    During  daylight  G  plus 
7  while  making  best  practicable  advance  to  eastward 
toward  EASHI  CHANNEL  conduct  fighter  sweeps  on  FORMOSA. 
Continue  easterly  retirement  to  Latitude  20-00  Long 
126-00  where  rendezvous  with  service  group  0700  or 
as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable  on  G  plus  8  and  fuel 
all  ships.    Further  orders  by  dispatch.  Para.  Upon 
completion  fueling  G  day  SomTaskGroup  30.8  with  6 
Fast  Oilers  6  Destroyers  and  2  Escort  CVE  with  escorts 
proceed  at  30A  15  knots  via  route  A    20-10  122-10 

B    20-10  121-30 
to  0800  rendezvous  G  plus  2  Day  lat  19-20,  Long  119-00. 


•  DECEMBER  (OCT) 


28  2150      C0M3RDFLT  to  PIT  38,  OTP  30.7,  CTG  30.8  Info  CO? -INCH. 

etc . 

ggg  ^S&S-.  FART  3  AND  FINAL  PiR'.p  0?  282150.     Part  1 
is  282114.    Part  2  is  282137.  Remain  in  company  with 
TF  38  until  0700  G  plus  3  after  which  time  proceed 
vicinity  Latitude-  15-20  North  Long  116  until  time 
rendezvous  with  TF  38  0600  G-  plus  4  at  Latitude  15 
Long  115.     Completion  fueling  G  plus  5  proceed  to 
vicinit.   Latitude  14  Long  116  where  remain  until  dusk 
G-  plus  6.    If  not  otherwise  directed  proceed 'at  dusk 
G  plus  6  to  POINT  J"  Latitude  13-40  Long  118-50 
thence  via  SOJ/ESPAC  route  CARIBOU  through  3URIGA0 
STRAIT.  After  transit  of  STRAITS  send  fast  oilers,  4 
DD's  and  1  CVE  with  escorts  to  ULITHI  via  direct  route. 
VHACKADBI  7JELLE3  with  1  escort  CVS,  escorts  and  1 
additional  DD  to  |oin  service  group  in  area  DIESEL 
or  at  rendezvous  specified  later.  Direct  remaining 
vessels  of  service  group  not  proceeding  to  CHINA  SEA 
on  G  Day  retire  to  area  DIESEL  where  remain  until 
time  proceed  to  Latitude  20  Long  126  where  rendesvous 
with  TF  38  0700  G  plus  8.    Reinforce  this  group  with 
6  additional  oilers  plus  escorts  prior  G  plus  8 
rendezvous.  CTG  30.7  Remain  in  company  with  service 
group  which  retires  to  area  DIESEL.    TO"  30. 7.1  will 
be  directed  rejoin  TG  30.7  on  G  Day.  Para.  All  positions 
^orth  and  East  all  times  item  (  minus  9). 

29  0045      C0M3RDFLT  to  CTF  38,  CTG  30.7.  CTG  30.8  Info  COMINCH. 

CITTOSPVlISPAC.  GTE  77.  CTF  71.  COTTSAF.  GTE  93,  94. 
ALL  TGC's  3RD  FLT.   JTNCPAC,   00II3TT3F  ,C . 

— *e?^^^S¥-.    Appendix  2  My  OpPlan  25-44.  This  operation 
named  AGITATOR  and  will  be  exrcuted  only  if  specifically 
directed  by  Com3rdFleet.     See  my  232254  and  232318. 
A  Day  for  this  operation  will  be  designated  at  time 
execution  is  directed.    For  Planning  purposes  A  Day 
will  most  probably  be  3-1  or  later.  Operation  AGITATOR 
is  alternate  for  operation  GRATITUDE,    See  My  282150. 
And  will  not  be  employed  if  latter  is  used.  Para. 
On  A  Day  Task  Force  33  fuel  commencing  0S00  at  Northwest 
corner  area  VARNISH  unless  otherwise  directed.  Upon 
completion  fueling  A  Day  proceed  vicinity  Lat  22  Long 
122  where  strike  FORMOSA  on  A  plus  1.    At  Dusk  commence 
high  speed  run  via  BASHI  CHANNEL  to  vicinity  Lat  19-30 
Long  115-15  arriving  about  1000  A  plus  2.    At  daylight 
A  plus  2  launch  search  of  the  southwest  semicircle 
with  limits  the  bearings  of  LINGAY3H  and  HONGKONG 
to  maximum  range  of  aircraft.     Strike  any. enemy LHaval . 
Force  or  shipping  within  range.  Be  prepared  strike 
shipping  targets  HAINAN  and  or  HONGKONG.    At  dusk 
A  plus  2  commence-  high  speed  retirement  toward  BASHI 
CHANNEL.  During  daylight  A  plus  3  while  making  best 
practicable  advance  to  eastward  through  BASHI  CHANNEL 
conduct  fighter  sweeps  on  FORMOSA.     Continue  easterly 
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29  0045      C0H3RDFLT  to  CTF  38,  CTG  30. 7,  CTG-  30.8  Info  JOUNCE, 
etc .  (Continued) 

retirement  to  Lat  20  Long  126  where  rendezvous  with 
service  group  0700  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable 
on  A  plus  4  and  fuel  all  ships  XJ  IPMHEX  orders  by- 
dispatch.  Para.  Upon  completion  fueling  ft  Day 
ComTaskGroup  30.8  proceed  with  all  service  units  in 
company  to  area  OCTANE  where  remain  until  time 
rendezvous  on  A.  plus  4  as  specified  above.    Be  prepared 
to  proceed  to  an  advanced  fueling  rendezvous  with  6 
fast  oilers  6  destroyers  and  2  escort  CVE  with  escorts 
if  specifically  directed  by  later  despatch.  Para. 
CTG  30.7  remain  in  company  with  service  group.  TU  30.7.1 
will  be  directed  rejoin  TG  30.7  on  A  Day.  Para.  All 
positions  North  and  East  all  times  Item. 


26  1*50       JIKJPOA  to  0OH5HI?LT,CCiYl5THPIXIDffOE.   JOLIGSNIOTH  ARI.JY , 

.a'I.-.Jo::  .Aypo.:   cg  3Rdi:iiijo:.i-j,         ;  z.?±;.o,  cg  24tii 

X7P7,  -JQ]  ....Iitk'AC,  OQV.JERVP^C.  OOrGENPC...  JOi  1-;  II7.jp-,  J 
Info  J77"  ^    I.  7:7-1,70  2tc. 


-^TCP  SECRET-  27th  Inf  Div  (Reinf)  is  designated  floating 
reserve  ICEBERG  under  CG  Expeditionary  Troops  rather 
than  area  reserve.    IiyDis  300632  November  modified 
accordingly.  Mounting  this  Division  is  contingent  on 
early  release  transportation  designated  for  this  purpose 
from  assault  shipping  engaged  DETACJEIENT. 

24  1216      -JIT:  J  EPF  to  AD"  17  .LTT,   777  •    7ViU,  EL  AG  OFFICER  SUBMARINES . 

:  •  70,  ■> 

TCP  3E         Part  1  V.y  241222.  During  discussions  with 
CinOFac  I  found  us  authorities  most  anxious  that  the 
3  Officer  observers  with  us  Pacific  Fleet  should  now 
become  my  Liaison  Officers  2  the  personal  contacts 
and  goodwill  which  these  Officers  have  most  successfully 
secured  will  be  a  very  valuable  asset    3  The  following 
arrangements  are  therefore  intended  (A)  Commander  II. 
(R)  E.  Hopkins  to  be  British  Pacific  Fleet  Liaison 
Officer. 

27  0440     cinjpoa  to  cqi:gei:poa 

Filbas  agreement  is  bindinp  in  letter  and  spirit.  Para- 
graph 78  outlines  the  policy  as  to  availability  service 
units  in  SoPac  for  movement  to  o.iPA.    The  last  sentence 
thereof  has  a  saving  clause  for  obtaining  exemption 
of  units  or  individuals  by  agreement  between  the  two 
theatre  commanders.    That  proviso  was  inserted  to  take 
care  of  unusual  and  unanticipated  circumstances.  A 
considerable  number  of  individuals  have  been  requested 
as  they  became  available.  Continuation  of  that  practice 
on  the  scale  of  recent  weeks  might  be  construed  as  an  .  _ 
endeavor  to  avoid  fully  carrying  out  terms  of  the  c4oo 
Signed  agreement.    To  avoid  any  such  misunderstanding 


  /S 
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27  0440      GINCPOA  to  COIIOFT-TPOA  (Continued)  DECLASSIFIED 

please  give  closest  scrutiny  to  any  further 
requests  for  exemption  to  the  FILBA3  Agreement.  In 
connection  with  this  dispatch  and  my  160003  no 
further  action  is  being  taken  on  your  270440. 

22  0608      JOIQRDFLT  CTG  30.5  Info  JINOPAC,  CTF  93,  CTF  94, 
CTF  38.    

It  is  imperative  that  Fleet  Units  obtain  earliest 
and  best  weather  information.     In  the  area  of 
few  land  masses  in  the  ./estern  Pacific  best  sources 
such  information  is'  search  planes.  Desire  1  All 
pilots  your  Task  Group  be  briefed  by  aerologist  as 
to  weather  indications  they  may  encounter.  2  That 
pilots  make  definite  reports  weather  data  to 
aerology  upon  return  from  flight  remembering  that 
insignificant  cloud  change  wind  shift  or  sea  change 
may  be  indications  of  approachia    storm.     3  That 
daily  summary  plane,  weather  reports  (not  in  weather 
code)  and  predictions  be  sent  direct  Com3rdFlt  Task 
Force  commanders  3rd  Fleet  and  CTF  94  by  operational 
priority  dispatch  as  soon  after  search  return  as 
practicable.    4  That  special  flights  be  set  up  with 
competent  Aerographers  aboard  to  investigate  areas 
of  unusual  weather  activity.  Para.  This  plan  to  be 
followed  pending  establishment  establishment  weather 
central  MARIANAS  and  even  then  information  will 
continue  to  be  Invaluable. 

30  1634      MARSHALL  to  RICITARD30N.   0INCP0A  Info  HA.  J  ARTHUR . 

V/ARX-84316.    Supporting  the  315  and  316 
VLR  ,.rings  deployed  to  Marianas  by  decision  of  Joint 
Chiefs  of  Staff  contained  in  '.VARX-82189  December  26, 
and  in  accordance  with  JOS  11902,  December  26  (Copy 
being  Forwarded)  the  following  units  are  excepted  from 
FILBA3  Agreement  and  are  released  from  SoPac  when 
declared  surplus:  1  Ordnance  HAM  company,  5  QX  Truck 
Companies,  5        Service  Jompanies,  1  Cj:  Laundry 
Company,  1  QJ1  Bakery  Company  2  Port  Companies  (TC). 
Notify  .Var  Department  of  designation  of  units  when 
determined . 
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31  1735     arnoid.  ironed  Marshall  to  richardson  for  mlmitz  Info 


Tcr  seoreh. 


ATARX  84945.  In  effort 
outlined  in  7/ar  80979 
that  Navy  equipment 
2  Engineer  Aviation 
from  CTNOPOA  to 


to  save  shipping 
dated  22  December 
could  be  made 
Battalions  in 
COMINCH  on  27 


the  plan  as 
1944,  assumed 
available  for 
OABU".  In  message 

December  1944  and  again  in  message  from  RICHARBSON 
RJ45001  dated  29  December  1944,  inference  is  made 
that  such  equipment  is  available  on  OAFIU  but  OINCPOA 
prefers  that  issue  be  made  in  the  United  States,  also, 
that  providing  2  Battalions  were  equipped  with  Navy 
Eouipment  on  OAHU,  replacements  would  have  to  be  made 
later,  therefore,  no  shipping  would  be  saved.  Para. 
The  following  action  being  taken  reference  movement 
and  equipment  of  Engineer  Units  mentioned  in  'Var  80979, 
(A)  The  807  now  scheduled  for  IRON  with  readiness  date 
of  15  January  1945  at  home  station.  (B)  The  1902 
and  1903  originally  scheduled  for  HCDE  now  changed 
to  BIVE  with  reaciness  date  at  home  station  of  15 
January  1945.   (C)  The  802  and  1901  now  scheduled 

readiness  date  of  15  January  1945  at 
(D)  Unit  scheduled  for  March  is 


for  EIVS  with 
home  station. 
1924  and  Unit 


scheduled  f  or  April  is 


813, 


station  without 
shipping  can  be 
Engineer  Bati 
equipment  in 
1901  will  be 


Both  will 
Negro  Battalions 
March  at  home 
Since  no 


be  sent  without  unit  training.  (S )  3 
1882,  1908,  and  1909  will  be  ready  1 

unit  training.  Para, 
saved,  all  of  the  above  listed 
.alions  will  be  equipped  with  Army 
the  United  States.  Para.  The  802  and 
units  in  LST  combat  loaded.  All  dates 


subject  to  your  shipping  plan. 
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